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REPORT. 


This  is  the  Seventh  Annual  Keport  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State 
Board  of  Health,  and  is  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1879.  The 
first  part  of  the  volume,  paged  in  Soman  numerals,  contains  the  Secretary's 
report  of  t&e  work  of  the  Board,  and  in  the  oflSce  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board,  as  well  as  special  reports,  communications,  etc.  The  second  part  of 
the  volame  contains  twenty  papers  and  reports  on  different  sanitary  subjects. 
Of  these,  fourteen  were  prepared  by  members  or  committees  of  the  Boards 
one  from  material  contributed  by  correspondents  of  the  Board;  two  are 
revisions,  embodying  new  laws,  of  circulars  previously  issued  by  the  Board ; 
four  were  prepared  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  from  data  contributed 
by  correspondents  and  meteorological  observers  on  blanks,  or  in  reply  to 
circulars,  issued  by  the  Board.  The  Report  contains  42  illustrations,  15  of 
them  being  full-page  plates,  and  four,  full-page  maps. 

In  order  that  no  misunderstanding  may  arise,  it  may  be  well  to  state  that 
the  papers  are  printed,  as  in  previous  Beports,  under  the  following  resolution : — 

**B4Moived,  That  no  papers  shall  be  pabllshed  in  the  Annnal  Report  of  this  Beard  except  sach  as 
are  ordered  or  approved  for  purposes  of  such  publication  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Board;  and  that  any  such  papers  shall  be  published  orer  the  signature  of  the  writer,  who  is  enti- 
tled to  the  credit  of  its  production,  as  well  as  responsible  for  the  statements  of  fiicts  and  opinions 
expressed  therein.'* 

The  names  and  postoffice  addresses  of  members  of  the  Board  and  the  dates 
when  their  terms  of  office  expire  are  as  follows : — 

BoBERT  C.  Eedzie,  M.  D.,  President,  Agricultural  College,  Lansing,  18S1. 

Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  Kalamazoo,  1881. 

Hon.  LeUoy  Parker,  Flint,  1883. 

Bbv.  Dakiel  G.  Jaookes,  D.  D.,  Pontiac,  1883. 

Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  Detroit,  1886. 

John  H.  Eelloog,  M.  D.,  Battle  Greek,  1885. 

Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  Superintendent  of 
Vital  Statistics,  Office  at  Lansing. 

WORK  OF  THE  BOARD. 

STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Gertain  kinds  of  work  laid  out  by  the  Board  have  been  classified  and  assigned 
to  standing  committees,  each  of  which,  except  No.  10,  now  consists  of  a  single 
member.    The  names  and  members  of  these  committees  are  as  follows: — 

1.  Epidemic,  Endemic,  and  Contagious  Diseases, — Homer  0.  Hitchcock, 

M.  D. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Drainage, — Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D. 

3.  Food,  Drinks,  and  Water-Supply, — Robert  G.  Kedzio,  M.  D. 
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4.  Buildings — Public  and  Private ;  including  Ventilation,  Heating,  etc., — 

Bev.  D.  0.  Jacokes,  D.  D. 

5.  Climate,  Geology,  Topography,  and  Vegetation,  in  their  relations  to 

health, — Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D* 

6.  Disposal  of  Excreta  and  Decomposing  Organic  Matter, — John  H.  Kel- 

logg, M.  D. 

7.  Poisons,  Explosives,  Chemicals,  Accidents,  and  Special  Sources  of  Dan- 

ger to  Life  and  Health, — Robert  0.  Kedzie,  M.  D. 

8.  Occupations,  Becreations,  and  Habits  in  Belation  to  Health, — John  H. 

Kellogg,  M.  D. 

9.  Education :  the  Relations  of  Schools  to  Health,  the  Kind  and  Methods 

of  Instruction  in  Use,  and  Methods  to  be  Proposed, — Bev.  D.  C. 
Jacokes,  D.  D. 

10.  Sanitary  Survey, — Bev.  D.  C.  Jacokes,  D.  D.,  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker, 

Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D. 

11.  The  Death-rate  as  influenced  by  Age,  Climate,  and  Social  Condition, — 

Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D. 

12.  Legislation  in  the  Interests  of  Public  Health, — Hon.  LeBoy  Parker. 

13.  Finances  of  the  Board, — Hon.  LeBoy  Parker. 

14.  Mental  Hygiene, — Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D. 

15.  Diseases  of  Animals,  in  Belation  to  Public  Health, — Henry  B.  Baker, 

M.  D. 

WORK  OF  THE  OFFICE  OF  THE  BOARD,  FISCAL  YEAR,  1879. 

The  main  items  of  the  work  of  the  office  were  in  the  last  Report  grouped  under 
two  general  heads,  namely,  the  Collection  of  Information,  and  the  Dissemination 
of  Information.  A  third  general  head — the  Creation  of  Information — might 
properly  haye  been  added,  for  by  the  compilation  of  Information  received  from 
various  sources  new  knowledge  is  gained.  As  a  matter  of  fact,,  a  large  amount 
of  work  is  required  for  the  preparation,  arrangement,  and  proper  utilization  of 
the  material  collected  from  different  sources;  and  in  this  Beport  mention  is 
made  of  some  of  this  work,  under  the  head  of  Compilation  of  Material  Col- 
lected, which  is  placed  in  its  proper  order  between  the  Collection  and  the  Dis- 
semination of  Information,  pages  xvi.-xvii. 

COLLECTION  OF  INFORMATION. 

ANNUAL  REPORTS  BT  HEALTH  OFFICERS  FOR  THE  TEAR  ENDING  DEC.  31,  1878. 

In  Februaiy,  1879,  a  circular  (30)  which  had  previously  been  approved  by 
the  Board  was  sent  to  all  the  health  officers  of  townships,  cities,  and  villages 
in  the  State  (1,228),  transmitting  to  them  the  blank  form  Q  for  their  annual 
reports,  and  also  a  blank  for  a  copy  of  their  record  of  cases  of  diseases  dan- 
gerous to  the  public  health  which  had  Occurred  during  the  year.  The  circular 
is  similar  to  Circular  22,  printed  on  pages  ix-x  of  the  Report  for  1878,  and 
which  was  sent  out  for  the  year  1877. 

The  blank  for  a  copy  of  the  record  of  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the 
pnblic  health  is  printed,  reduced  in  size,  on  page  278  of  this  volume.  The 
blank  form  O  is  printed  (with  dates  for  the  year  1877  instead  of  1878)  on 
pages  xi-xii  of  the  Report  for  1878. 

The  number  of  reports  on  these  blanks  received  from  health  officers  is 
stated  in  a  tabular  summary  on  page  xi. 

Circular  30  is  as  follows : — 
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[30.]  Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  } 

Lanting^  Michigan^  January^  1879,  \ 

To  the  Health  Officer: 

Sir:— Herewith  I  send  you  a  blank  form  (Gf)  for  your  use  in  making  your  Annual 
Report  to  this  Board,  required  by  law,*  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1878. 
Please  fill  out  and  return  this  report  as  soon  as  possible.  In  making 
this  report,  you  will  probably  do  well  to  confer  with  the  President,  and  also  with 
the  Clerk  of  your  Board.  The  blank  is  somewhat  similar  to  one  sent  to  the  Clerk  of 
your  Board,  except  that  this  is  fuller  in  regard  to  the  causes  of  diseases  and  deaths, 
and  in  those  questions  for  the  best  answer  of  which  the  knowledge  of  the  physician 
is  needed. 

Your  report  should  be  made  out  for  the  exact  territory  over  which  your  board  ?ia$ 
jurisdiction^  and  for  which  you  are  the  health  officer,  and  it  should  not  iticlude  any- 
thing outside  of  such  Jurisdiction.  A  township  board  of  health  doee  not  have  juriediC" 
tion  in  an  incorporated  village^  even  though  such  village  be  situated  within  the  limits 
of  the  townsliip.  If  you  have  been  appointed  health  officer  for  a  township  and  a 
village,  it  is  necessary  that  you  make  separate  reports  for  each,  Just  as  separate  as  if 
they  were  made  by  different  persons. 

I  send  you  a  blank  sheet  for  your  Report  of  Cases  of  Diseases  Dangerous  to  the 
Public  Health.  If  you  have  any  cases  on  your  Record,  please  fill  out  and  return 
this  report  as  soon  as  possible.  If  you  have  more  cases  to  report  than  can  be 
reported  upon  one  side  of  a  sheet  (27),  please  write  to  this  office  for  blanks,  stating 
the  additional  number  of  sheets  you  need.  If  you  have  no  case  to  report  please  send 
a  d^nite  statement  to  that  effect;  and  whether  you  have  cases  recorded  or  not,  please 
state  your  bdief  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  each  of  such  diseases  that  have  occurred 
within  your  Jurisdiction  that  have  not  been  legally  reported  to  you.  You  will  And  blank 
spaces  for  this  near  the  middle  of  the  first  page  of  the  blank  form  (Of). 

The  blank  which  I  send  for  your  report  of  Cases  of  Diseases  is  essentially  the  same 
form  as  the  one  several  times  recommended  by  this  Board  as  a  proper  form  for  a 
Record  of  such  cases.  For  the  purpose  of  beginning  or  continuing  such  a  Record, 
you  can  obtain  sheets,  or  book  of  sheets,  similar  to  this  one,  except  that  they  are  for 
a  Record  instead  of  a  Report,  of  W.  S.  George  &  Co.,  Lansing,  Mich.,  for  eighty 
cents  per  quire  or  three  dollars  per  hundred.  If  desired,  the  same  dealers  will  bind 
them  at  usual  prices. 

The  law  requires  that  a  notice  be  given  to  the  Local  Board  of  Health,  or  to  the  Health 
Officer,  by  every  householder,  whenever  he  shall  know  that  any  person  within  his 
family  is  taken  sick  with  the  small-pox,  or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public 
health  ;  the  law  also  requires  physiciaus  to  report  all  such  cases  :  see  sections  (1734) 
and  (1735)  of  Compiled  Laws  of  Mich.,  1871.  The  sections  Just  mentioned  refer 
only  to  township  boards  of  health,  but  section  (1740),  (49  of  the  same  chapter,  46  of 
the  Compiled  Laws  of  1871),  seems^  to  make  them  apply  to  cities  and  villages,  except 
where  special  cliarter  provisions  conflict  with  this  general  law.  If  there  should  be 
any  doubt,  on  the  ground  of  charter  provisions  or  otherwise,  immediate  steps,  by 
ordinance  if  necessary,  should  be  taken  to  secure  such  notices  and  reports. 

It  is  not  expected  that  it  will  always  be  possible,  from  the  notices  which  you 
receive,  to  fill  every  column  of  your  record;  but  so  much  as  it  is  possible  to  learn 
concerning  each  case  should  be  recorded  and  reported,  because  the  single  fact  of  the 
number  of  cases  of  sickness  from  each  such  disease  will  be  of  value  in  connection 
with  the  records  of  deaths  and  other  knowledge  collected  at  this  office.  Do  not  fail 
to  record  and  report  all  cases  of  such  diseases  under  your  own  care. 

It  is  again  recommended  that  your  Board  of  Health  have  a  sufficient  number  of  blank 
notices  printed  for  the  use  of  householders  and  physicians  within  your  jurisdiction,  and 
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distribute  them  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the  law,  and  secure  the  material  for  a 
complete  record  in  your  office.  The  two  sections  of  law  referred  to  above  should  be 
printed  on  the  back  of  each  blanlc.  You  can  find  the  form  for  such  blanks  for  notices 
on  pages  13  and  14  of  the  First  Report,  and  on  pages  xiii  and  xiv  of  the  Second 
Report  of  this  Board.§  The  blanks  can  be  purchased  of  W.  S.  George  &  Co.,  Lan- 
sing, Hich.,  for  one  dollar  per  hundred. 

The  document  on  the  ^Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria,^^  issued  by  this 
Board,  has  been  stereotyped,  and  copies  can  be  obtained,  by  local  boards  of  health 
and  others,  of  W.  S.  George  &  Co.,  Lansing,  Hich.,  at  the  following  prices:  100  for 
f  1.75 ;  200  for  $2.50 ;  300  for  $3.50 ;  400  for  $4.25 ;  500  for  $4.75 ;  1 ,000  for  $8.00.  A  large 
number  of  these  documents  have  already  been  distributed  throughout  the  State  by 
this  Board,  but  its  limited  appropriation  does  not  permit  it  to  make  as  extensive 
distributions  as  are  often  desirable  in  places  where  the  disease  prevails. 

In  case  any  disease  should  appear  in  your  locality  as  an  epidemic,  please  make  a 
Special  Report  of  the  fact  to  this  office  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  also  expected  that 
you  will  study  and  record  the  conditions  coincident  with  the  rise,  progress,  and 
decline  of  any  such  epidemic,  and  in  due  time  report  the  same  to  this  Board.  Con- 
cerning every  such  occurrence  you  should  be  able  to  report  some  facts  which  will  be 
of  use  in  advancing  the  cause  of  public  health. 

By  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary, 

Please  preserve  and  file  the  circulars  which  yoti  receive  from  this  office. 


*Act  No.  81,  Laws  of  1873,  Ssc.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  health  physician,  and  also  of  the  clerk 
of  the  local  board  of  health  in  each  township,  city,  and  village  in  this  State,  at  least  once  in  each 
year,  to  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  their  proceedings,  and  such  other  facts  required,  on 
blanks  and  in  accordance  with  instructions  rcceired  from  said  State  Board.  They  shall  also  make 
special  reports  wheneyer  required  to  do  so  by  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

t  [The  blank  form  G  is  printed,  reduced  in  size,  on  pages  xi-xii  of  the  Report  for  1878.  The  blank 
for  Report  of  Cases  of  Diseases  Dangerous  is  printed,  reduced  in  eize,  on  page  278  of  this  volume. 
It  is  on  sheets  15X  by  19X  inches  in  size,  printed  alike  on  both  sides.] 

t  [Section  1740  was  so  amended  by  the  I«egislalure  in  1879  as  to  make  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
each  incorporated  city,  and  the  president  and  council  of  each  incorporated  village  in  the  State,  in 
"Which  no  board  of  health  is  actually  organized  under  the  charter,  a  board  of  health  with  all  the 
powers  and  duties  of  boards  of  health  under  chapter  46,  except  where  inconsistent  with  charter 
provisions.] 

§  [It  is  also  given  on  pages  287-8  of  this  volume.] 

ANNUAL    REPORTS    BY    CLERKS    OF    LOCAL    BOARDS    OF  HEALTH,  FOR  THE   YEAR 

ENDING  DEC.  81,  1878. 

At  the  same  time  that  Circular  30  was  sent  to  health  officers,  Circular  31, 
which  had  also  been  approved  by  the  Board,  was  sent  to  all  the  clerks  of  local 
boards  of  health  in  the  State  (1,228),  and  with  it  was  sent  a  blank  form  (H) 
for  their  annual  report  for  the  year  ending  with  December,  1878,  and  the  same 
blank  for  report  of  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  that  was 
sent  to  health  officers.  The  circular  (31)  is  similar  to  Circular  30,  pages  ix.-x. 
The  blank  form  H  sent  to  clerks  is  like  form  G  sent  to  health  officers, 
except  that  the  form  for  health  officers  is  somewhat  ^'fuller  in  regard  to  the 
causes  of  diseases  and  death,  and  in  those  questions  for  the  best  answer  of 
which  the  knowledge  of  the  physician  is  needed."  The  number  of  reports 
received  from  clerks  on  these  blanks  is  stated  in  the  following  tabular  sum- 
mary : — 
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TABULAR    SUMMARY.— iViimfttfr  of  Annual  Reports,  on  Forms  O   and   H,    and 
Copies  of  Records  of  Cases  of  Diseases  Dangerous  to  the  Public  HeaUh,  received 
from  Health  OJJieers  and  Clerks  of  Local  Boards  of  Health,  for  the   Year  ending 
December  31,  187S, 


BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


ToUl 

Township 

City 

Village ... 


ANNUAL  Reports. 


ToUl. 


872 


807 
18 
47 


By  Hmlth 
Onoen. 


\n 


426 
12 
31 


By  Cl«rkt. 


400 


881 

6 

18 


Copies  of  Records  of 

Diseases  Dansoroas  to 

the  Public  Health. 


ToUl. 


889 


985 

8 
26 


By  Heftlth 
Offlcen. 


288 


211 

5 

17 


By 

Clerks. 


166 


154 
8 
9 


This  is  59  annual  reports  and  42  copies  of  records  more  than  were  received 
for  the  year  1877. 

Several  of  the  health  officers  have  contributed  valuable  material  in  their 
annual  reports  and  in  s^^ecial  reports,  in  addition  to  that  provided  in  the 
blanks.  Some  of  this  material  is  used  in  a  report  by  Dr.  Hitchcock,  the 
committee  on  epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious  diseases,  pages  103-137,  and 
in  the  article  on  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  in  1878,  pages  395-508. 

COMPLETION  AND  CORRECTION  OP  REPORTS. 

As  for  the  preceding  year,  considerable  correspondence  was  necessary 
with  some  of  the  authors  of  these  reports,  in  order  to  secure  reports 
sufficiently  complete  and  accurate  to  be  of  use.  To  facilitate  this  correspond- 
ence essentially  the  same  printed  letters  were  used  as  are  printed  on  page  xiv. 
of  the  Report  for  1878.  On  the  whole  the  character  of  the  reports  received 
was  greatly  improved  over  those  for  the  year  1877. 

RETURN  OF    NAMES    AND    POSTOFFICE    ADDRESSES    OF    HEALTH    OFFICERS    OF 

TOWNSHIPS,    CITIES,   AND  VILLAGES. 

About  the  first  of  May,  1879,  a  circular  (32)  was  sent  to  all  the  supervisors 
in  the  State  (in  some  counties  to  those  returned  for  the  year  1878)  transmit- 
ting a  blank  form  (E)  and  an  addressed  envelope  for  the  return  of  the  name 
and  postoffice  address  of  the  health  officer  of  the  township,  whom  the  law 
requires  to  be  appointed  within  30  days  after  the  annual  township  meeting  in 
April.  The  circular  is  essentially  the  same  as  Circular  26,  printed  on  pages 
xv-xvi  of  the  Report  for  1878.     Form  E  is  as  follows : — 

[Please  (111  every  blank,  by  words  or  figares,  or  as  directed  in  the  foot-notes.    Do  not  mark  out 
any  printed  word.] 

[E.] 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Stale  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Michigan : 

Sir:— On  the day  of ,187..,  the  Township 

Board,  being  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Township  of.. , 

County  of ,  State  of  Michigan,  met  for  the  transaction  of 

business  and^ appointed  a  Health  Officer. 

The  name  of  the  Health  Officer  of  this  township  is 
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His  postoffice  address  is ,  County  of ,  HIctil£^an» 

Hef a  physician. 

Hef tlio  Supervisor  of  this  township. 

t ,  Supervisor  of  the  township  of ; 

P.  O.  Address: 

X ,  Township  Cleric  and  Clerk  of  the  Board  of  Health; 

P.O.  Address: 

This  return  is  made  out  by§ 

Dated  at ,  this day  of ,187... 


*If  re-appointed,  write  "  re.";  if  not,  draw  a  line. 

t  Insert  the  word  "  is,"  or  *'  is  not,"  as  tlie  case  may  be, 

lit  is  not  essential  that  more  than  one  of  the  offlcers  siQir  this  return,  bat  it  is  desirable  to  have 
the  name  and  P.  O.  address  of  each  given.  If  either  officer  writes  in  the  name  of  the  other,  this 
fact  should  appear  on  this  return,  so  that  the  officer  making  the  return  may  be  known. 

f  Insert  the  words  '*  the  Clerk,"  "the  Supervisor,"  **  the  Clerk  and  Superrisor/'  or  otherwise  state 
the  facts. 

At  the  same  time  a  circular  (33)  was  sent  to  the  mayor  of  every  city  and  to  the 
president  of  every  incorporated  village  in  the  State,  accompanied  by  a  blank 
form  (F)  and  an  addressed  envelope  for  the  return  of  the  name  and  address 
of  the  health  ofiSccr.  To  guard  against  any  loss  of  circulars  through  the  mails 
and  to  make  it  more  certain  that  tiie  attention  of  the  city  or  village  coancil 
should  be  called  to  the  subject,  a  copy  of  the  circular  and  blank,  also  with  an 
addressed  envelope,  was  at  the  same  time  sent  to  the  clerk  or  recorder  of 
every  city  and  incorporated  village  in  the  State.  Form  F  is  printed  on  page 
xviii.  of  the  Report  for  1878.     Circular  33  is  printed  herewith. 

[33.J  Office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  > 

Lansing,  Mich.,  April,  1879.     > 

To  the  Mayor  and  Aldennen  of  the  City,  or  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Village: 

Gentlemen:— Your  attention  is  respectfully  asked  to  the  general  law  relative  to 
Boards  of  Health  in  this  State,  as  amended  by  Act  No.  56,  Laws  of  Michigan,  1877, 
which  amended  section  1693,  heing  section  2  of  chapter  46,  Compiled  Laws  of  1871. 
The  amendment  is  such  that  whereas,  before  a  health  officer  might  be  appointed  by 
the  hoard  of  health,  it  is  now  required  that  such  officer  shall  he  appointed;  and  if 
practicable  he  must  be  a  physician.  The  amended  law  also  requires  that  notice  of 
such  appointment  s?iaU  be  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  tfie  State  Board  of  Health,  The  section 
as  amended  is  as  follows: — 

(1093.)  Sec.  2.  Every  township  board  of  health  shall  appoint  and  constantly  hare  a  health  oHicer 
of  the  township  who  shall,  whore  practicable,  be  a  physician  and  sanitary  adviser,  and  an  ezeca. 
tivo  officer  of  the  board:  Provided,  That  in  townships  where  it  Is  not  practicable  to  secure  the 
services  of  a  well-educated  and  suitable  physician,  the  board  may  appoint  the  supervisor  or  some 
other  person  as  such  health  officer.  The  board  of  health  shall  establish  his  salary  or  other  com. 
pensation,  and  shall  regulate  and  audit  all  fees  and  charges  of  persons  employed  by  them  In  the 
execution  of  the  health  laws  and  of  their  own  regulations.  Within  thirty  days  after  the  annual 
township  meeting  in  each  year,  the  board  of  health  shall  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business,  and 
shall  appoint  or  reappoint  a  health  officer,  and  shall  immediately  cause  to  be  transmitted  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  ncalth,  at  Lansing,  the  full  name  and  postoffice  address  of  such 
health  officer,  and  a  statement  whether  he  is  a  physician,  the  supervisor,  or  some  other  person  not 
a  physician.  A  special  meeting  of  the  board  may  be  called  by  the  order  of  the  president  or  of  any 
two  members  of  said  board. 

This  section,  as  amended,  refers  as  before  only  to  township  boards  of  health,  hut 
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section  49  of  the  same  chapter  (cliapter  46  of  the  Compiled  Laws,  1871)  makes  it 
apply  to  cities  and  villages.    Tliat  section  is  as  follows:— 

(1740.)  Sac.  49.  The  mayor  and  alderineii  of  each  iDcorporated  cit  j,  and  the  president  and  council 
or  traateea,  of  each  incorporated  village  in  this  State,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the  powers  and 
perform  all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  health,  as  provided  in  this  chapter,  within  the  limits  of  the 
cities  or  villages,  respectively,  of  which  they  arc  snch  officers.* 

The  force  and  application  of  this  section  having  been  questioned  in  one  instauce« 
in  order  to  dispel  any  doubts  that  have  arisen  or  that  might  otherwise  arise  because 
of  the  recent  amendments  of  the  chapter,  the  opinion  of  the  Attorney  General  of  the 
State  has  been  obtained  on  this  subject.    His  opinion  is  as  follows:— 

*'In  reply  1  beg  leave  to  say  that  the  officers  mentioned  in  section  1740,  Compiled  Laws  of  1871, 
are  required  to  carry  out,  in  all  respects,  the  provisions  of  chapter  46,  Compiled  Laws,  unless  the 
charters  of  the  respective  cities  and  villages  have  made  other  provision  for  guarding  the  public 
health.  It  is  impossible  to  say  in  the  abstract  how  far  charter  provisions  may  stand  side  by  side 
with  general  enactments,  snch  as  chapter  46,  Compiled  Laws,  or  how  for  one  may  modify  the 
other.  Each  case  must  stand  upon  its  own  basis.  Of  course  it  follows  from  what  I  have  stated 
that  a  *  health  officer'  must  be  appointed  in  cities  and  villages  whose  charter  provisions  do  not 
conflict  with  the  general  law.  "Very  respectfully, 

"Otto  Kibchhki^  Attorney  General." 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  nothing  in  your  charter  that  conflicts  with  this  pro- 
vision of  the  general  law. 

In  complying  with  the  law  please  use  the  printed  envelope  and  blank  form  (F) 
herewith  transmitted,  to  return  to  this  oflloe  the  name  of  the  physician  whom  your 
honorable  body  appoint,  or  have  appointed,  as  your  health  officer.  Have  the  kind- 
ness to  add  a  statement  of  the  time  when  his  term  of  office  will  expire.  In  this 
blank,  provision  is  made  for  reporting  a  health  officer  not  a  physician,  although  it  is 
believed  to  be  "*  practicable  to  secure  the  services  of  a  well-educated  and  suitable 
physician^*  in  every  city  and  incorporated  village  in  this  State.  Please  have  the 
fact  whether  the  health  officer  is  a  physician  stated  in  the  return,  as  provided  for  in 
the  blank  form. 

A  return  Is  expected  from  your  corporation,  even  though  some  of  the  duties  of  a 
board  of  health  are  delegated  to  other  persons  than  the  Mayor  and  Aldermen,  or 
President  and  Council,  as  the  case  may  be.  It  is  believed  that  the  duty  of  making  a 
return  in  accordance  with  section  1693,  as  lately  amended,  is  not  delegated,  but  is 
one  of  ^  the  duties  of  a  board  of  health  as  provided  in  this  chapter'*  that  must  be 
performed  by  your  honorable  body  in  accordance  with  the  general  law  hereinbefore 
referred  to,  namely,  Sec  1740  (Sec  49,  chapter  46),  Compiled  Laws  of  1871.  If  your 
charter  contains  such  provisions  as  make  it  clear  that  this  duty  should  be  performed 
by  some  other  body  than  your  own,  will  you  have  the  kindness  to  transmit  this  com- 
munication to  that  body,  and  to  inform  this  Board  of  the  fact? 

The  law  requires  that  the  local  board  of  health  shall  ^constantly  have  a  health 
officer.^  If)  by  reason  of  the  death,  resignation,  or  removal  of  your  health  officer, 
another  person  shall  be  chosen  to  that  office,  it  will  facilitate  our  work  if  you  will 
cause  a  notice  of  such  change  to  be  sent  to  this  office. 

The  amended  law  relative  to  the  Health  Officer  very  properly  requires  that  '^  The 
board  of  health  shall  establish  his  salary  or  other  compensation.^'  In  one  instance  a 
I>erson  who  acknowledged  that  he  had  been  appointed  Health  Officer  of  a  city  has 
declined  to  report  to  this  Board,  giving  as  a  reason  that  his  appointment  was  sim- 
ply nominal,  that  he  received  no  oompensation,  and  had  taken  no  oath  of  office  or  in 

*  This  section  has  been  amended  by  the  legislature  of  1879,  substantially  in  accordance  with  the 
opinion  of  Attorney  General  Kirchner,  giyen  herewith.  The  amendment  will  take  effect  ninety 
days  after  the  close  of  the  session.— [The  amended  section  1740  is  printed  on  page  272  of  this 
Report] 
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any  way  signified  his  acceptance  of  the  office.  This  leads  to  the  suggestion  that  the 
]>erson  whom  you  appoint,  or  have  appointed,  as  your  Health  Officer  bo  directed  to 
take  and  subscribe  the  official  oath  required  by  Sec.  I.,  Art.  xviii.,  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  State,  and  file  the  same  with  the  clerk  of  your  corporation,  before  the 
return  of  his  name  and  address  is  made  to  tliis  office,  which  the  law  requires  to  be 
done  **  immediately,'*  and  that  in  case  his  acceptance  of  the  office  be  not  thus  signi- 
fied, it  should  be  considered  that  the  office  is  not  accepted,  and  another  appointment 
be  made. 

In  addition  to  his  services  as  sanitary  adviser  of  your  local  board  of  health,  the 
law  also  requires  tliat  your  health  officer  shall  report  to  this  board  annually,  and 
^  whenever  required  to  do  so  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.**  (Sec.  8,  Act  81, 1873.) 
It  is  also  desirable  that  he  correspond  freely  with  this  office,  concerning  subjects 
connected  with  the  public  health  in  your  locality.  Any  important  sanitary  experi- 
ence of  your  board  may,  if  thus  reported,  be  made  useful  to  other  boards  of  health 
throughout  the  State. 

By  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary, 

From  a  large  uumber  of  localities  no  return  of  the  name  of  a  health  officer 
was  received,  and  in  June,  1879^  a  second  demand  was  made  by  the  same 
means  as  before^  on  all  delinquent  townships,  cities,  and  villages,  for  such  a 
return.  The  number  of  health  officers  finally  returned  for  the  year  1879  was 
as  follows: — 

From  townships 834 

From  cities... 42 

From  villages 122 

Total 998 

Every  city  in  Michigan,  except  the  newly  chartered  city  of  Mt.  Clemens,  re- 
tarned  the  name  and  address  of  a  health  officer;  and  in  every  city,  except  Bay 
Oity,  the  health  officer  appointed  was  a  physician,  as  the  law  requires.  In 
1878  but  855  health  officers  were  returned  from  all  the  townships,  cities, 
and  villages. 

METEOHOLOGICAL  REPORTS. 

Two  hundred  and  forty  monthly  meteorological  registers  have  been  received 
during  the  year,  nearly  all  on  blanks  supplied  from  this  office,  a  copy  of 
which,  reduced  in  size,  is  printed  on  page  216  of  the  Report  for  1878.* 

Records  of  meteorological  observations  have  also  been  received  from  J. 
Bobinson,  M.  B.,  Fort  Frances,  British  North-West  Territory,  and  from  the 
health  departments  of  several  cities  outside  the  State,  in  connection  with  the 
mortality  statements  acknowledged  in  the  Secretary's  annual  report  of  prop- 
erty, on  page  xix  and  following  pages. 

The  names  and  localities  of  observers  in  tho  State,  and  the  months  for 
which  registers  have  been  received  from  them  from  the  beginning  of  their 
reports  to  this  Board  up  to  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1879,  are  stated  in  a 
tabular  list  on  page  xv.  The  statements  of  registers  received  include  both 
mouths  named. 

*  The  directions  for  takiug  observations  and  for  care  of  instruments,  wliich  are  printed  on  the 
Ii^mw  Ar  ftK«  blanks  for  meteorological  registers,  are  also  printed  on  pages  xxxT-zxxix  of  the  Report 
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Name9  of  Observers^  and  Month$  for  which  Meteorological  Reports  have  been  Beeeived 

from  them^  to  September  30^  2879. 


Nami  op  Obiibvul 


UPPEH.PBIfllfBULAH  DiVISIOlV. 

J.  T.  0*Keefe,  Sergt.  Slg.  Corps, 

u.  a  A. 

Rev.  A.  W.  Bill 

DOHTH-WKBTBRir  DiTIglOV. 

Carroll  K.  Miller,  M.  D 

a  T.  Calkins,  K.  U.* 

NORTHBRH  DiVISIOV. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Gerow 

H.  T.  Calkins,  U.  D.* 

North- EASTKRW  Divisioiv. 
James   A.    Barwick,   Sergt.    Sig. 
vOrps,  u.  9.  A..... ...... .».•.••■•. 

J.  £.  Fair 


James  S.  Reeves,  M.  D.f 

Wkbtkrk  Division. 

8.  C  Emery,  Sergt.  Sig.  Corps,  U. 
8.  A 

Lee  8.  Cobb 

Central  Division. 

L  N.  Mitchell 

J.  J.  Grafton,  Warden  State  Uoase 
of  Correction 

Prof.  R.  C.  Kedsie 


A.  W.  Nicholson,  M.  D 

Bat  AMD  Eastern  Division. 

W.  O.  Bailey,  Sergt.  Sig.  Corps,  U. 
S.  A 

J.  8.  Caulkins,  M.  D. 

South-western  Division. 

Henry  F.  Thomas,  M.  D 

John  Bell,  M.  D 


Location. 


MarqaettA 

Menominee..... 

Cadillac.  Wexford  Co. 

Fyfe  Lake,  Gr'd  Traverse  Go.. 

Cheboygan,  Cheboygan  Co. 

Petosiey,  Emmet  Co 


James  8.  Reeves,  M.  D.f 

80UTHERN.0ENTRAL  DIVISION. 

Jacob  Breedon 

J.  H.  Kellogg,  M.  D 

Lyman  P.  Aiden.Supt.  State  Pub. 

School 

£.  H.  Van  Deusen,  M.  D.,  Snpt. 

Asylum  for  Insane.^ 

Geo.  C.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  Supt.  Asy. 

lum  for  Insane.^ 

Edwin  Stewart,  M.  D 

Dr.  B.  Haiise 

Harrison  Peters,  M.  D. 

CM.  Woodward, M.  D 

Frank  P.  Cook 

Prof.  L.  McLouth,  State  Normal 

School 

South-eastern  Division. 

C.  Henri  Leonard,  M.  D 

Theo.  V.  Van  Heusen,§  Sergt.  Sig. 

Corps,  U.  8.  A. 

C.  F.  R.  Wappenhaus,!  Sergt.  Sig. 

Corps.  U.  8.  A. 

F.  W.  Higgins,  Supt.  Woodmere 

Cemetery 

L.  G.  Gorton 

Wm.  O.  West,  M.  D. 


Alpena,  Alpena  Co... 

Harrlsville,  Alcona  Co 

East  Tawas,  Iosco  Co 

Grand  Haven,  Ottawa  Co. 

Nirvana,  Lake  Co..... 

Hastings,  Barry  Co 

Ionia,  Ionia  Ca 

Agricultural  College,  Lansing 

Otisville,  Genesee  Co. 


Port  Huron... 

Thornville 

Allegan,  Allegan  Co 

Benton  Harbor,  Berrien  Ca... 

NUes 


Adrian... 

Battle  Creek. 


Months  foe  which  Reoistibs 

BAVB  BBBN  RBCBIVBD. 


July  and  Sept,  1879. 
Oct.  1870,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

June  to  Sept.,  1879. 
Jan.,  1875,  to  Dec,  1877. 

Nov.,  1878. 

Jan.,  1878,  to  Sept.,  1879. 


Coldwater,  Branch  Co. 
Eaiamasoo 


Kalamazoo 

Mendon 

Tecumseh 

Tecumseh 

Tecumseh 

Three  Rivers,  St.  Joseph  Co... 


H.  W.  Downing. 

Albert  Yates,  M.  D... 
T.  J.  Langlois,  M.  D. 


YpsilantL. 
Detroit.... 

Detroit 

Detroit.... 


DetroiL. 
Detroit.. 
Monroe.. 


Monroe 

Washington 
Wyandotte . 


Jan.  to  Sept.,  1879. 
Sept.,  1879. 

Febu,  1878,  to  April,  1877,  except 
Sept.,  18761 

Jan.  to  8ept.,  1879. 
Nov.,  1878,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Sept.,  1879. 

May  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Oct.,    1875,  Feb.,  1876,  Jan.  1877 

to  Dec.  187a. 
May,  1877,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Aug.  and  S«pt.,  1879. 
Dec,  1876,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Nov.,  1876,  to  Dec,  1876L 

Nov.,  1875,  to  Sept.,  1879,  except 

May  and  June,  1879. 
Jane,  1877,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Aug.  and  Sept.,  1879. 
Jan.,  1876,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Oct.,  1879,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Dec,  1875,  to  March,  1878. 

April,  1878,  to  Sept.,  1879. 
Jan.,  1877,  to  Sept.,  1879. 
Dec,  1875,  to  Sept.,  1877. 
Oct.,  1877,  to  Sept.,  1879. 
March  and  April,  1876. 
July  and  Aug.,  1879. 

Dec,  187S,  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Dec,  1875,  to  Teh,,  1879. 

Dec,  1875,  to  Dec,  1878L 

March  to  Sept.,  1879. 

Jan.,  187^  to  Sept,  1879. 

Sept,  1879. 

Feb.,  Mar.,Apr.,  May,  Sept.,  Oct 

1876,  Jan.  to  July,  1877,  Marek 

to  Aug.,  1878. 
Nov.  and  Dec,  1878,  Mar.,  1879. 
Sept.,  1878,  to  SepiU  1879. 
July  and  Aug.,  1879. 


*  Removed  from  Fyfe  Lake  to  Petoskey. 
t  Removed  from  East  Tawas  to  Niles. 

i  Since  February,  1877,  the  registers  have  been  filled  and  the  observations  apparently  taken  by 
A.  M.  Munn. 
§  Also  furnishes  monthly  summaries. 

A  compilatioii  of  the  meteorological  registers  received  for  the  calendar  year 
1878  has  been  made  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary.     It  is  printed  on  pages 
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335-394,  of  this  Report.  A  statemont  of  the  meteorological  instmrnents  sap- 
plied  during  the  year  to  obsenrers  is  given  in  the  Secretary's  annual  report 
of  property,  on  page  xxi. 

REGULAR  CORRESPONDENTS. 

During  the  year  19  new  correspondents  have  been  added  to  the  official  list. 
The  whole  number  is  now  135.  The  following  named  articles  in  this  Report 
are  based  on  material  contributed  by  some  of  these  correspondents:  Diseases 
in  Michigan  in  1878  (pages  147-232),  Water-Supply  of  Ixxsalities  in  Michigan 
(pages  279-288),  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  in  Michigan  in  1878  (pages 
395-508). 

REPORTS  OF  DISEASES  IK  MICHIQAN  IN  1S78. 

In  addition  to  the  reports  by  health  officers,  already  mentioned,  replies  were 
received  from  46  correspondents,  to  Circular  29  relative  to  the  diseases  in 
Michigan  in  the  year  1878.  The  circular  is  similar  to  Circular  24  issued  for  the 
preceding  year.  It  is  printed  on  pages  150-176,  in  paragraphs  alternating  with 
paragraphs  of  a  summary  of  the  replies,  which  summary  was  made  in  the 
office  of  the  Secretary.    The  replies  are  printed  on  pages  179-231. 

WEEKLY  REPORTS  OF  DISEASES. 

Postal-card  blanks  for  weekly  reports  of  diseases,  and  blank  record-books, 
have  been  supplied  during  the  year  to  such  regular  correspondents  of  the  Board 
as  have  consented  to  make  reports,  and  to  such  health  officers  of  cities  as 
have  complied  with  the  demand  made  for  weekly  reports.  A  sample  of  the 
blank  used  is  printed  on  page  398 ;  a  sample  section  of  the  record-book  is  on 
page  254  of  the  Report  for  1878.  About  3,221  reports  were  received  during 
the  year  from  the  health  officers  of  31  cities,  and  from  69  regular  correspon- 
dents of  the  Board.  A  compilation  from  these  reports,  made  in  the  office  of 
the  Secretary,  is  printed  on  pages  395-508,  and  is  believed  to  be  a  valuable 
contribution  to  knowledge  on  the  important  subject  of  conditions  of  prevalence 
of  those  diseases  which  cause  most  sickness. 

BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

A  list  of  the  books  and  periodicals  received  by  purchase,  gift,  or  exchange, 
during  the  year,  and  of  donors,  may  be  found  in  the  Secretary's  report  of 
property,  on  xxii.  and  following  pages. 

COMPILATION  OF  MATERIAL  COLLECTED. 

A  large  part  of  the  information  relative  to  sickness  and  all  relative  to 
meteorological  conditions  is  contributed,  by  unpaid  observers,  because  of  it^terest 
in  the  work  and  a  desire  to  promote  the  cause  of  public  health,  iiest  it  should 
overtax  the  generosity  of  its  coadjutors,  the  State  Board  of  Health  does  not 
ask  its  meteorological  observers  to  average  or  even  foot  the  columns  on  the 
registers.  The  observers  are  not  asked  to  make  any  reductions  from  the 
observed  readings  of  the  psychrometer  and  barometer,  the  relative  and  the 
absolute  humidity  being  computed,  and  the  recoi'ds  of  observations  of  the 
barometer  being  **  reduced  to  freezing  point,'' — corrected  for  temperature — 
at  this  office.  This  work  has  to  be  done  in  the  office  after  the  registers  are 
received  ^  and  from  the  summaries  obtained  tables,  exhibits,  and  diagrams  are 
planned  and  constructed,  such  as  are  printed  in  the  article  on  pages  335-394. 
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The  compilation  of  the  thousands  of  weekly  and  other  reports  of  sickness, 
so  as  to  endeavor  to  obtain  and  exhibit  useful  results,  is  another  large  share  of 
the  work  in  the  office.  The  articles  on  pages  147-232,  and  on  895-508, 
exhibit  some  of  the  results  of  this  work.  In  order  that  there  may  be  a  uniform- 
ity of  plan  and  a  continuity  in  the  replies  by  correspondents,  they  are  edited  and 
arranged  alphabetically  by  divisions  before  being  published.  A  general  sum- 
mary for  the  State  is  compiled  from  the  replies.  A  considerable  amount  of 
work  is  spent  in  keeping  up  the  several  books  in  the  office.  It  is  customary 
to  keep  a  record  of  all  distributions  of  documents,  that  none  may  be  unneces- 
sarily duplicated,  and  for  oth&r  reasons. 

After  the  manuscript  is  prepared  for  printing,  care  is  used  that  the  printed 
circular,  blank,  or  article  in  the  Beport,  shall  be  as  it  was  designed, — the  proof 
being  all  carefully  read  in  the  office,  and  compared  with  the  original  manu- 
4icript. 

DISSEMINATION  OF  INFORMATION. 
SIXTH  ANNUAL  BEPOBT. 

The  distribution  of  the  Annual  Beport  of  this  Board  for  the  year  1 878  to 
State,  United  States,  county,  and  township  officers  was  made  by  the  State 
Department  in  January  and  May,  1879.  A  distribution  to  the  health  officers 
whose  names  and  addresses  had  been  returned  to  this  office  for  the  year  1878 
was  made  by  the  Board,  in  most  cases  through  the  county  clerks,  in  September, 
1879.  In  addition  to  this  there  has  been  a  large  distnbution,  in  accordance 
with  the  law,  to  '^  persons  interested  in  or  laboring  for  the  promotion  of  the 
<^ause  of  public  health,"  and  the  call  for  the  Beports  of  the  Board  on  the  part 
of  this  class  of  persons  is  rapidly  increasing. 

The  number  of  copies  of  the  Beports  of  this  Board  heretofore  printed  have 
not  been  sufficient  to  supply  all  who  are  named  in  the  law  as  persons  to  whom 
the  distribution  may  be  made.  Less  than  six  thousand  copies  are  printed, 
while  the  officers  and  members  of  the  1,228  local  boards  of  health  in  this  State 
number  considerably  more  than  six  thousand ;  and  out  of  the  six  thousand 
copies  printed,  the  thousand  and  more  civil  officers  and  other  recipients  of  the 
joint  documents  of  the  State  are  supplied,  as  also  one  hundred  and  fifty  copies 
for  exchanges  of  the  State  library,  and  two  hundred  copies  for  incidental 
-distribution  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State.  It  would  seem  to  be  in 
accordance  with  public  policy  that  a  sufficient  number  of  copies  should  be 
j)rinted  to  supply  one  to  each  officer  or  member  of  a  local  board  of  health, 
besides  some  for  other  ''  persons  interested  in  or  laboring  for  the  promotion  of 
ithe  cause  of  public  health."  It  would  also  greatly  promote  a  principal  object 
for  which  the  Board  labors— the  dissemination  of  sanitary  information  among 
the  people — if  the  means  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  were  made  sufficient  to 
enable  it  to  cause  to  be  made  a  large  number  of  reprints  of  some  of  the  articles 
in  its  Annual  Beports,  for  distribution  in  pamphlet  form  to  different  classes  of 
persons  interest^  in  the  subjects  of  which  the  particular  articles  treat.  These 
reprints  could  economically  be  made  while  the  type  is  already  set  for  the 
Annual  Beport,  and  their  distribution  would  in  many  cases  save  expense  for 
postage,  etc.,  on  the  bound  volume  of  the  Annual  Beport,  for  which  they  could 
in  many  cases  be  substituted. 
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CIKCULAR  TO  SUPERVISORS,  PRESIDENTS  OP  VILLAGES,  MAYORS  OF  CITIES, 
AND  OTHER  OFFICERS  OP  CITIES,  VILLAGES,  AND  TOWNSHIPS  RELATIVE  TO 
NOTICES  OF  DISEASES  WHICH  ENDANGER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH, — DUTIES 
OF  HOUSEHOLDERS,    PHYSICIANS,    AND  OTHERS. 

The  Legislature  of  1879  having  amended  the  law  relative  to  orgauization, 
powers,  and  duties  of  boards  of  health  in  cities  and  incorporated  villages,  it 
became  necessary  to  revise  the  circular  (25)  relative  to  the  powers  and  duties 
of  local  boards  of  health  to  secure  from  householders  and  physicians  prompt 
notice  of  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  Accordingly  the 
Board  ordered  a  revision  to  be  made  and  a  new  edition  to  be  printed.  The 
revision  was  made  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  with  the  coopera- 
tion and  advice  of  the  committee  on  legislation  in  the  interests  of  public 
health.  For  want  of  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Board  the  publication  of  the 
revised  circular  was  delayed  till  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  1879,  and 
until  it  could  be  reprinted  from  the  pages  of  this  Report.  It  is  printed,  as 
Circular  34,  on  pages  261-8.  It  was  distributed,  after  the  close  of  the  year, 
to  officers  and  members  of  township,  city,  and  village  boards  of  health ;  the 
prosecuting  attorneys  of  all  the  counties  in  the  State;  to  the  meteorological 
observers  for  the  Board ;  to  the  regular  correspondents  of  the  Board ;  to  the 
sanitary  journals  and  other  exchanges  of  the  Board ;  to  the  newspapers  in  this 
State ;  and  to  other  persons  interested  in  public  health  measures. 

CIRCULAR  TO  HEALTH    OFFICERS    RELATIVE    TO    THE  WORK  OF  HEALTH   OFFI- 
CERS AND  OF  LOCAL  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

The  edition  of  Circular  28,  relative  to  the  work  of  health  officers  and  of  local 
boards  of  health,  having  been  exhausted,  and  changes  in  the  law  having  been 
made  by  the  Legislature,  the  Board  ordered  the  circular  to  be  revised  and 
reissued.  With  the  advice  and  cooperation  of  the  committee  on  legislation  in 
the  interests  of  public  health,  it  was  revised  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary. 
For  want  of  funds  it  could  not  be  printed  till  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year 
and  till  it  could  be  reprinted  from  the  pages  of  this  Report.  It  was  numbered 
Circular  35,  and  is  printed  on  pages  269-278.  It  was  distributed,  as  soon  as 
printed,  to  all  health  officers  returned  for  the  year  1879,  a  copy  being  sent 
also,  in  every  case^  for  each  member  of  the  local  board  of  health.  It  has  been 
planned  to  answer,  and  is  sent  in  response  to,  inquiries  which  are  frequently 
received  as  to  the  duties  and  powers  of  local  boards  of  health  and  of  the  health 
officers  appointed  by  them.  In  connection  with  Circular  34,  pages  261-8, 
with  the  paper  by  Hon.  LeKoy  Parker,  on  the  Powers  and  Duties  of  Local 
Boards  of  Health  (pages  289-300),  with  the  paper  by  Mr.  Parker  on  the  Du- 
ties and  Compensation  of  a  Health  Officer,  and  with  the  paper  by  Dr.  Hitch- 
cock relative  to  Slanghter-Houses,  Rendering-Establishments,  etc.,  it  gives 
much  valuable  information  as  to  what  may  rightly  be  expected  of  a  local 
board  of  health  and  what  it  should  undertake  to  do. 

DOCUMENTS  ON  RESTRICTION  AND  PREVENTION  OF  DIPHTHERIA,   AND  OF 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

Together  with  other  documents  distributed,  a  large  number  of  the  documents 
on  the  Bestriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria,  and  on  the  Bestriction  and 
Prevention  of  Scarlet  Fever,  of  which  the  main  distribution  had  previously 
been  made,  have  been  distributed  during  the  year  to  members  and  officers  of 
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local  boards  of  health  and  to  other  persons  interested  iu  the  prevention  of 
sickness  and  deaths. 

WEEKLY  METEOROLOGICAL   REPORTS  BY  THE   OFFICE. 

Commencing  with  the  week  ending  Sanday,  Jane  15,  1879,  a  weekly  sam- 
mary  has  been  made  of  meteorological  observations  taken  at  the  office  of  the 
Board.  A  copy  of  this  sammary  has  been  printed  in  the  Lansing  Republican, 
and  reprints  have  been  sent  every  week  to  the  meteorological  observers  for  the 
Board,  to  the  Chief  Signal  Officer,  at  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  to  all  persons 
outside  the  State  who  send  meteorological  data  to  this  office.  Copies  for  each 
month  have  also  been  sent,  in  connection  with  the  monthly  summaries  of 
burials  in  Lansing,  to  the  health  officers  of  cities  with  which  the  Board 
exchanges  mortality  statements. 

DISSEMINATION  OF  INFORMATION   BY  CORRESPONDENCE. 

In  addition  to  the  replies  constantly  given  from  the  office  of  the  Secretary  to 
inquiries  relative  to  public  health  subjects,  several  papers  have  been  written  in 
consequence  of  these  inquiries,  in  order  to  afford  a  wider  dissemination  of 
information  on  subjects  which  seemed  to  be  of  more  general  interest.  Some  of 
these  papers  appear  in  this  Report.  They  are  the  report  on  Privies  and  Water- 
Closets  at  Railway  Stations,  by  Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.  (pages  15-:^4) ; 
the  report  by  Dr.  Hitchcock  on  Slaughter-Honses,  Rendering-Establishments, 
etc.  (pages  63-80);  the  report  by  Hon.  lie  Boy  Parker  on  the  Duties  and 
Compensation  of  A  Health  Officer  (pages  139-146)  ;  the  paper  by  Mr.  Parker 
on  The  Powers  and  Duties  of  Local  Boards  of  Health  (pages  289-300) ;  and 
the  report  by  Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D.,  on  Qlanders  in  Man  and  in  Domestic 
Animals  (pages  301-334).  The  correspondence  of  the  office  has  constantly 
increased  since  the  organization  of  the  Board. 

Since  moving  into  the  new  capitol  the  number  of  visitors  at  the  office  has 
greatly  increased.  Pains  are  taken  to  give  sach  visitors  as  comprehensive 
ideas  as  possible  concerning  the  work  in  which  the  Board  is  engaged.  Much 
interest  is  usually  manifested  by  them,  and  the  cause  of  public  health  is 
advanced  in  this  manner. 

REPORT  OF  THE   SECRETARY  RELATIVE   TO    PROPERTY,  ETC.,  FOR 
THE  FISCAL  YEAR  ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1879. 

To  the  President  and  Members  oj  the  Miehiffan  State  Board  of  Health: 

Gentlemen: — In  compliance  with  section  5  of  Article  IL  of  the  by-laws  of 
this  Board,  the  following*  report  of  the  '^  nature  and  amount  of  property 
belonging  to  the  Board,  which  has  been  received,  issued,  expended,  and 
destroyed  since  the  last  report,  and  of  the  property  remaining  on  hand,  and 
also  in  whose  care  each  item  ot  property  is  intrusted,"  is  respectfully  submitted : 

For  an  account  of  the  instruments  and  articles  of  a  similar  nature,  which 
were  on  hand  at  the  time  of  making  the  last  report,  you  are  respectfully 
referred  to  pages  xii.  of  the  Third,  xxvii.-xxviii.  of  the  Fourth,  xl.-xli.  of  the 
Fifth,  and  xxxv.-xxxvi.  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  this  Board.  Since 
that  time  articles  of  this  class  have  been  purchased  as  follows : — 

1  Electrotype  plate,  Profile  of  the  L.  S.  and  M.  S.  K.  R. 

1  Electrotype  plate,  Profile  of  the  M.  G.  and  the  0.  R.  and  I.  Kail  Roads. 

1  Electrotype  plate,  Profile  of  the  F.  and  P.  M.  and  the  D.  and  M.  Rail 
Roads. 
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1  Electrotype  plate,  Profile  of  the  Saginaw  and  Mackinaw  division  of  the 

M.  G.  B.  B.,  and  the  D.,  L.  and  N.  Bail  Boads. 
1  Electrotype  plate.  Profile  of  the  G.  T.,  the  L.  S.  and  M.  S.,  and  the  G. 

B.  and  I.  Bail  Boads.  * 

1  Electrotype  plate.  Temperature   Ohart,    mean    winter,    sammer,    and 

annual  temperature. 
1  Electrotype  plate.  Temperature  Ohart,  mean  spring  and  autumn  temp. 
1  Electrotype  plate.  Geological  Hap  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan. 
1  Electrotype  plate,  Ohart  of  Elevations  of  Surface  of  Lower  Peninsula  of 

Michigan. 
1  Electrotype  plate,  Distribution  of    woodland  and  frequency   of    storm 

centers  in  Michigan. 
1  Electrotype  plate,  Bain  Ohart  of  Michigan. 

The  above  11  electrotype  platea[  were  prepared  and  purchased  under  the 
direction  of  this  Board  and  paid  for,  as  a  part  of  the  cost  of  printing  and  illus- 
trating the  Boport,  out  of  the  general  fund  of  the  State. 
1  All  bristle  dust-brush. 

3  Electrotype  plates.  Diagrams  1,  2,  and  3,  Diseases  in  Michigan  in  1877. 
1  Set  of  seven  stereotype  plates  (pages)  of  the  document  upon  the  Bestriction 

and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria. 

7  Electrotype  plates  illustrating  the  article  on  Meteoi^ology  of  Michigan  in 

1877;  viz.,— 

Diagram  I.,  Average  Temperature ; 

Diagram  II.,  Average  Humidity ; 

Diagram  III.,  Average  Oloudiness ; 

Diagram  IV.,  Bainf all ; 

Diagram  V.,  Average  Ozone^  Day ; 

Diagram  VI.,  Average  Ozone,  Night; 

Diagram  VII.,  Average  Atmospheric  Pressure. 
1  Letter  Book,— ''H.'' 
1  Dozen  Olips. 

8  Psychrometers. 

3  Wet-bulb  Thermometers  for  Psychrometers. 

8  Bain-gauges. 

1  Lantern  (used  in  taking  the  9  P.  M.  meteorological  observations). 

1  Prepared  Bibbon  for  datiug-stamp. 

1  Automatic  oil-tester.    Ohio. 

1  Agate  style  for  manifolding. 

1  Bubber  syringe  for  Battery. 

1  Earthen-ware  paste-cup. 

1  Tin  dish  for  evaporating-pan. 

2  Match  safes. 

2  Pairs  shears. 
1  Pair  scissors. 

3  Ivory  folders. 

1  Brad-awl  and  handle. 

1  Bubber  stamp. 

1  Thermometer. 

1  Hinge  lamp  burner  and  chimney* 

1  Filler  fount  lamp. 

1  Thermometer  for  oil-tester. 
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Used  by  Dr.  Kodzie  ia  his  stady  of  the  oil  sub- 
ject by  request  of  the  Board. 


Bottles  and  oorks  for  oils^ 

Excelsior  packing, 

Lamps  and  fixtures. 

Specimens  of  oils, 

Fan, 

Trough  and  candles, 

Nitric  acid.  j 

1  Pint  lard  oil  for  use  in  lantern.'*' 

Chloride  of  lime,  1 

jjif  j»j/»  Acid  I 

Sulphuric  icid,  f  ^"^  '°  <'^<'"«  experiments. 

Permanganate  of  potash,  j 

2  Dozen  pamphlet-cases. 
1  Letter  Book,— "L'' 

1  Millspaugh's  Oil-tester. 

The  Barometer,  Psychrometer,  and  Maximum,  Minimum,  and   Standard 
Thermometers  intrusted  to  Henry  F.  Thomas,  M.  D.,  of  Allegan,  have  been 
returned. 
Meteorological  Instruments  have  been  placed  as  follows : — 
PsYCHKOMETERS  in  the  care  of — 
Albert  Yates,  M.  D.,  Washington,  Mich. 
Rev.  A.  W.  Bill,  Menominee,  Mich. 
J.  J.  Grafton,  Ionia,  Mich. 
Frank  P.  Cook,  Three  Rivers.  Mich. 
Prof.  L.  McLouth,  Normal  School,  Ypeilanti,  Mich. 
Carroll  E.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Cadillac,  Mich. 
T.  J.  Langlois,  M.  D.,  Wyandotte,  Mich. 
A.  G.  Gumaer,  Hudson,  Mich. 
I.  N.  Mitchell,  Hastings,  Mich. 
Wet-bulbs  for  Psychrometers,  to  replace  those  broken,  have  been  sent  to — 
Rev.  A.  W.  Bill,  Menominee,  and 
Lee  S.  Cobb,  Nirvana. 
Rain-gauges  and  measuring-sticks  have  been  intrusted  to — 
J.  J.  Grafton,  Ionia,  Mich. 
Carroll  E.  Miller,  M.  D.,  Cadillac,  Mich. 
Frank  P.  Cook,  Three  Rivers,  Mich. 
T.  J.  Langlois,  M.  D.,  Wyandotte,  Mich. 
A.  G.  Gumaer,  Hudson,  Mich. 
I.  N.  Mitchell,  Hastings,  Mich. 
J.  E.  Fair,  Harrisville,  Mich. 
The  Barometer  returned  by  Dr.  Thomas  was  loaned  to  A.  W.  Nicholson, 
M.  D.,  for  the  purpose  of  comparing  with  the  one  in  use  by  him. 

The  Electrotype  plates  illustrating  the  article  on  Treatment  of  the  Drowned 
were  loaned  to  0.  L.  Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  Secretary  of  the  Connecticut  State  Board 
of  Health,  for  the  purpose  of  republishing  the  article  in  the  Annual  Report  of 
that  Board  for  1879. 
The  Millspaugh  Oil-tester  is  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Kedzie. 
Books  and  other  publications  have  been  received  and  placed  in  the  library 
during  the  year,  or  previously  (by  gift)  and  not  heretofore  acknowledged,  as 
follows : — 

*  Used  in  takiDg  the  9  P.  M.  meteorological  observa lions. 
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Bt  Pukcuase: — 
Inflncnco  of  Climate  in  Pulmonary  ConsnmptioD,  by  C.  T.  Willuuity  IL  D. 

Michigan  Almanac,  1879. 

QuarterW  EeinrDS  of  Marriages,  Births,  and  Deaths  in  England  (nambexs 

109,  110,  111,  119,  120,  121,  and  122) ;  Marriages,  October  to  June  1875 

187C,  and  April  1878  to  March  1879;  Births  and  Deaths,  Jannary  1876 

to  September  1877,  and  July  1878  to  Jane  1879. 
Encyclopaedia  Britannica,  Vol.  IX.  (Fal-Fyz). 
Library  Journal,  Vols.  I.,  XL,  and  III.  (1876-8). 
Michigan  State  Gazetteer  and  Business  Directory  for  1879,  Vol.  IV. 
A  Classification  and  Subject  Index,  for  cataloguing  and  arranging  books  and 

pamphlets  of  a  Library. 
Cambridge  University  Examination  Papers  in  State  Medicine  for  Oct..  1875; 

June,  1876;  Oct.,  1876;  Oct.,  1877;  and  Oct.,  1878. 
Twentieth  Detailed  Annual  Report  of  the  Hegistrar-General  of  Births,  Deaths, 

and  Marriages  in  Scotland.    (Abstract  of  1874.) 
Annual  Report  of  the  Veterinary  Department  of  the  Privy  Council  Office  for 

Qreat  Britain,  for  the  year  1877,  vrith  an  Appendix. 
Report  on  Sanitary  Measures  in  India  in  1876-77;  together  with  miscellaneous 

information  up  to  June,  1878.     Vol.  X. 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Noxious  Vapors. 
Minutes  of  evidence  taken  before  the  Royal  Commission  on  Noxious  Vapors; 

with  an  Appendix,  1878. 
Special  Number  of  The  Sanitary  Register.    A  Record  of  the  Congress  and 

Exhibition  held  at  Stafford  by  the  Sanitary  Institute  of  Qreat  Britain, 

October,  1878. 
The  House  and  its  Surroundings,  No.  3  of  Appleton's  Health  Primers. 
Healthy  Houses,  by  Fleeming  Jenkin,  F.  R.  S.,  Adapted  to  American  Condi- 
tions by  Geo.  E.  Waring,  Jr. 
Twelve  photographs  of  Illustrative  Diagrams  on  the  influence  of  Climate  on 

Phthisis  and  Rheumatism. 
U.  8.  Official  Postal  Guide  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  July,  1879. 
The  Popular  Science  Monthly,  1879. 
Nature,  1879. 

The  London  Practitioner,  1879. 
Sanitary  Record,  1879. 
Loudon  Lancet  (Monthly),  1879. 
Detroit  Lancet,  1879. 

Van  Nostrand's  Eclectic  Engineering  Magazine,  1879. 
American  Journal  of  Medical  Sciences,  1879. 
Medical  News  and  Library,  1879. 
Monthly  Abstract  of  Medical  Sciences,  1876. 
The  Sanitarian,  1879. 
The  New  York  Medical  Journal,  1879. 
Scientific  American,  1879. 
The  Sanitary  Register,  1879. 
Index  Modicus,  1879. 
Library  Journal,  1879. 
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By  Gift,  Exchange,  Etc.: — * 

From  the  Secretary  of  State,  Michigan : — 
Fifteenth  Aunuul  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  Mich.,  1876. 
Joint  Documents,  State  of  Michigan,  1877,  Vols.  1,  2,  and  3. 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Board  of  State  Building  Gomoiissioners  of  Michigan 

for  187C  and  1877. 
First  and  Third  Reports  of  the  State  Gouimissioners  and  Superintendent  of 

State  Fisheries,  Mich..  1873-4,  and  1877-8. 
Report  of  the  State  Military  Boards  Mich.,  for  2  years,  ending  September  30, 

1874. 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Gereal  Products  of  the  State  of  Michigan, 

1877-8. 
State  of  Michigan, — Mining  Laws  of  1877. 
The  State  of  Michigan— embracing  sketches  of  its  history,  position,  resources, 

and  industries,  compiled  by  S.  B.  McOracken. 
Report  of  the  State  Librarian  of  Michigan  for  1873  and  1874. 
Record  of  Proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  State  Swanip  Land 

Roads,  1867-70. 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Gommissioner  of  the  State  Land  Office,  Mich.,  for 

1870,  1872,  1873,  1874,  1876,  and  1877. 
Reports  of  the  State  Swamp  Land  Gommissioner,  Mich.,  for  1877  and  1878. 
Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Seventh  Abstracts  of  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Gounty 

Superintendents  of  the  Poor,  Mich.  (1875,  1876,  and  1877). 
Fifth  Annual  Abstract  of  Statistical  Information  relative  to  the  Insane,  Deaf, 

Dumb,  and  Blind  in  the  State  of  Michigan,  1877. 
Eleventh  and  Thirteenth  Biennial  Reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the 

Michigan  Institution  for  the  Education  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,  and  the 

Blind,  at  Flint  (1873-1874  and  1877-1878). 
Inventory  of  the  Real  Estate  and  Personal  Property  of  The  Michigan  Asylum 

for  the  Insane,  with  Statements  of  Accounts  to  March  1,  1873. 
Reports  of  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Michigan  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  for  the 

years  1869-1870,  1871,  1871-2. 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Eastern  Asylum  for  the  Insane 

(Michigan),  September  30,  1878. 
Second  and  Fourth  Biennial  Reports  of  State  Gommissioners  for  Supervision 

of  Gharitable,  Penal,  Pauper,  and  Reformatory  Institutions,  Mich.,  1874, 

1877-8. 
Fourth  and  Fifth  Annual  Abstracts  of  Reports  of  Sheriffs  relating  to  Jails  in 

Michigan,  1876,  1877. 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison  of  Mich,  for  the  years 

1875,  1876,  and  1877. 
First  and  Second  Annual  Reports  of  Board  of  Managers  of  the  State  House  of 

Gorrection  at  Ionia,  Mich.,  1877  and  1878. 
Fourth  Annual  Report  of  Board  of  Gontrol  of  the  State  Public  School  for 
%:•:  dependent  children,  Mich.,  1877. 
Twenty-second   Annual  Report  of   Board  of   Control  of   the   State   Reform 

School,  Mich.,  1878. 
Transuctiotis  of  the  Michigan  Agricultural  Society  for  the  years  1850,  1851, 

1852,  1853,  1854,  1858,  and  1859. 

*  [Documents  intomlotl  for  tho  Library  of  the  Board  may  be  addressed:  Library  OF  THE  STATE 
Board  of  Health,  Laksiko.  MicniGAV,  U.  S.  A.I 
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Annual  Reports  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Agriculture  for  the 
years  1866,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870,  1871,  1872, 1873,  and  1874. 

Annual  Report  of  Inspectors  of  the  Michigan  State  Prison,  1874. 

Laws  of  Michigan  concerning  the  Solemnization  of  Marriages,  and  the  Record, 
Return,  and  Compilation  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths,  with  suggestions 
to  persons  authorized  to  solemnize  Marriages  in  Michigan. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mich.,  1873,  Vols.  1  and  2. 

Journal  of  the  Senate,  Mich.,  1873,  Vols.  1  and  2. 

Journal  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  Mich.,  1874. 

Journal  of  the  Senate,  Mich.,  1874. 

Laws  of  Michigan  for  the  years  1845,  1857,  1858,  1862,  1869  (Vol.  1),  1870, 
1871,  1872,  and  1873  (Vol.  3). 

Compiled  Laws  of  Michigan,  1857,  Vols.  1  and  2. 

Joint  Documents.  Michigan,  1873,  Vols.  1,  2,  and  3. 

Eighth  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Michigan  State  Pomological 
Society,  1878. 

Seventh' Registration  Report,  Vital  Statistics,  Michigan,  1873. 
From  the  Astor  Library ^  New  York  City : — 

Proceedings  and  Debi^tes  of  the  Third  National  Quarantine,  and  Sanitary 
Convention,  New  York,  1859. 

American  Journal  of  Insanity,  Vol.  XIV.,  No.  1,  July,  1857,  No.  2,  Oct., 
1857,  No.  3,  January,  1858. 

U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  Bulletin.  Nos.  1,  8,  9,  11,  12,  13,  14,  15,  16,  17, 
18,  19,  20,  21,  22,  23,  24,  with  index  to  the  same. 

U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  Bulletin.  Nos.  25  to  40  inclusive  (except  Nos. 
28,  29,  and  31),  with  index  to  the  same. 

U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission  Documents : — 
No.  6  (Resolution  appointing  a  Central  Finance  Committee,  June  22,  1871), 
7  (Appeal  for  Money,  June  22, 1861),  8  (Letter  to  Governors  of  States,  ask- 
ing information  as  to  troops  furnished  by  their  States),  10  (Notice  of  election 
as  Associate  Member),  11  (List  of  Associate  Members  elected  June  26, 1861), 
13  (Address  of  the  Central  Finance  Committee),  16  (Appeal  of  the  Executive 
Finance  Committee  in  the  city  of  New  York),  17*  (Rules  for  preserving  the 
Health  of  the  Soldier),  19  (Camp  Inspection  Return),  19a  (Camp  Inspection 
Return),  21  (a  Record  of  certain  Resolutions  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion), 25  (a  collection  of  the  papers  of  the  Sanitary  Commission),  26 
(Notes  of  a  preliminary  sanitary  survey  of  the  forces  of  the  U.  S.,  in 
the  Ohio  and  Mississippi  Valleys  near  mid-summer  1861),  28  (Advice  as 
to  camping,  by  the  British  Sanitary  Commission),  31  (Report  of  a  com- 
mittee on  the  use  of  quinine  as  a  prophylactic  against  malarious  diseases), 
32  (Report  concerning  the  Woman's  Central  Association  of  Relief  at  New 
York),  33  (Associate  Members  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission),  35 
(two  reports  concerning  the  aid  and  comfort  given  by  the  Sanitary 
Commission  to  sick  soldiers  passing  through  Washington),  36  (Report 
on  the  condition  of  the  troops  and  the  operations  of  the  Sanitary  Commis- 
sion in  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi,  3  months  ending  Nov.  30,  186]),  37 
(Report  of  the  Soldiers'  Aid  Society  of  Cleveland,  Ohio),  39  (Third  Report 
concerning  the  aid  and  comfort  given  by  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  sick 
soldiers  passing  through  Washington),  40  (Report  to  the  Secretary  of  War 
of  the  operations  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  and  upon  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  volunteer  army,  its  medical  staff,  hospitals,  and  hospital  supplies). 
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41  (Two  reports  on  the  condition  of  military  hospitals  at  Grafton,  Va.,  and 
Cumberland,  Md.),  42  (A  visit  to  Fort  Donelson,  Tenn.,  for  the  i*elief  of 
the  wounded  of  Feb.  15,  1862),  43  (Letter  by  the  executive  committee  of 
the  Sanitary  Commission  to  the  President  of  the  U.  S.),  44  (Report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Cincinnati  branch  of  the  U.  S.  Sanitary  Commission),  44a 
(Appeal  by  the  executive  committee  for  money  and  supplies),  46  (Mortality 
and  sickness  of  the  U.  S.  volunteer  forces,  1861-2),  48  (Appeal  by  the 
President,  Henry  W.  Bellows,  for  money  and  supplies),  49  (Tetter  by  the 
President,  Henry  W.  Bellows,  M.  1).,  to  S.  G.  Perkins,  Esq.,  communicating 
request  of  the  executive  committee  that  he  study  the  military,  pension,  and 
invalid  system  of  the  principal  European  nations,  visiting  their  most  impor- 
tant establishments),  50  (What  they  have  to  do  who  stay  at  home),  51  (Re- 
vised General  Instructions  for  Camp  Inspections),  52  (Instructions  to  General 
Inspectors  concerning  certain  campaign  duties),  53  (Rules  of  the  Central 
Office),  54  (Appeal  for  material  and  labor),  55  (Reports  from  the  Western 
Department),  56  (Department  of  Special  Inspection  of  the  General  Hospitals 
of  the  Army ;  First  Report  to  the  Commission,  by  Henry  G.  Clark,  Inspec- 
tor-in-Chief,  1862),  57  (Reports  on  operations  of  Inspectors  and  Relief 
Agents  after  battle  of  Fredericksburg,  by  J.  H.  Douglass,  M.  D.,  and  0. 
W.  Brink,  M.  D.,  1863),  58  (Proposed  scheme  for  relief  of  disabled  Soldiers, 
by  John  Ordronaux,  1863),  59a  (Fourth  Report  concerning  aid  and  comfort 
given  by  the  Sanitary  Commission  to  sick  soldiers  passing  through  Washing- 
ton, by  Frederic  N.  Knapp,  Special  Relief  Agent.  Second  Ed.  with  Sup- 
plement), Supplement  to  No.  59,  (Supplement  to  Fourth  Report  (of  Dec. 
15,  1862)  Concerning  Aid  and  Comfort  given  by  Sanitary  Commission  to 
sick  soldiers  passing  through  Washington,  by  Frederic  N.  Knapp),  61 
(General  order  of  the  Sanitary  Commission  for  its  Executive  Service),  62 
(Rules  of  the  Supply  Department),  64  (Second  Edition.  What  the  17.  S. 
Sanitary  Commission  is  doing  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi),  76  (Prelim- 
inary Report  of  the  Operations  of  the  Commission  during  the  present  cam- 
paign in  Northern  Virginia,  May  24,  1864). 
From  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health : — 
Beprints  from  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  State  Boai*d  of  Health,  viz. : — 
AVork  of  the  State  Board  of   Health.     Annual  Address  by  the  President, 

Prof.  R.  C.  Kedzie,  M.  D.,  (No.  36). 
Report  on  Public  Health  Subjects  in  the  proceedings  of  the  American  Med- 
ical Association.     By  Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  (No.  37). 
Lead  Poisoning  from  use  of  Tinned,  Glazed,  and  Enameled  Ware,  by  R.  C. 

Kedzie,  M.  D.,  (No.  38). 
Concerning  Tomatoes  as  a  supposed  cause  of  cancer,  by  H.  0.  Hitchcock, 

M.  D.,  (No.  39). 
Concerning  the  Relation  of  Wood  Pavements  and  Wood  Sidewalks  to  Public 

Health,  by  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  (No.  40). 
Opium  Habit  in  Michigan,  by  Orville  Marshall,  M.  D.,  (No.  41). 
Special  Reports  of  Three  Outbreaks  of  Diphtheria,  (No.  42). 
Diseases  in  Michigan  during  the  year  1877,  (No.  43.) 

A  study  of  the  Climate  and  Topography  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of  Michi- 
gan, by  Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  (No.  44). 
The  Principal  Meteorological  Conditions  in  Michigan  during  the  vear  1877, 

(No.  45). 
Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  in  Micliigau  during  the  year  1877,  (No.  46). 
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Ooronors  and  Ooroners'  Inquests,  by  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker,  (No.  47.) 

Protection  of  Life  in  Michigan  from  Dangerous  Illuminating  Oils,  (No.  48). 

Special   Reports  and    Oommunications    to  the  Michigan   State  Board   of 
Health,  relative  to  communicable  and  preventable  diseases,  (No.  49). 

Outline  of  Work  in  the  ofBce  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health.    For 
the  Fiscal  Year  1878,  (No.  60.) 
Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  for  Year  1878. 
Laws  of  Michigan  concerning  the  Manufacture,  Inspection,  Sale,  and  Use  of 

Illuminating  Oils. 

From  William  K.  Newtofi^  M.  D. : — 
Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  New  York  City,  1872. 
Reports  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  and  Port  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  for 

1873  and  1874. 
The  Medical  Record,  for  1874,  1875,  1876,  1877,  and  1878. 

From  Hon.  Wm.  P.  Letchtoorth : — 
Charities  of  the  Eighth  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
Relating  to  pauper  children  in  Poor-houses  and  Alms-houses  in  the  State  of 

New  York. 
Report  on  Dependent  and  Delinquent  Children. 
Eleventh  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Charities  of  the  State  of  New 

York. 

From  WiUiam  Rupp : — 
Report  on  the  Quality  of  Kerosene  sold  in  the  Metropolitan  district,  by  C.  F. 

Chandler,  Ph.  D. 
Report  upon  the  Sanitary  Chemistry  of  Waters,  and  Suggestions  with  regard 

to  the  selection  of  the  water  supply  of  Towns  and  Cities,  by  C.  F.  Chandler, 

Ph.  D. 
Dangerous  Kerosene.    Reports  by  0.  F.  Chandler,  Ph.  D. 
Defective  Drainage  of  Dwelling  Houses. 
Report  on  the  Waters  of  the  Hudson  River,  with  an  analysis  of  the  same,  by 

C.  F.  Chandler,  Ph.  D. 
Report  on  Petroleum  as  an  Illuminator,  by  C.  F.  Chandler,  Ph.  D. 
Aloohol :   Is  it  a  Food?  by  WUlis  O.  Tucker,  M.  D. 
Report  on  Disinfection  and  Disinfectants,  by  Elwyn  Walker,  A.  M.,  E.  M. 

IVom  Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D. : — 
Libraries  in  Public  Schools,  by  Prof.  I.  N.  Demmon. 
A  sketch  of  the  History  of  the  Michigan  State  Teachers'  Association,  by 

Daniel  Putnam. 
Twenty-second  Annual  Catalogue  of  the  Officers  and  Students  of  the  State 

Agricultural  College  of  Mich.,  1878. 
Reports  and  Resolutions  relating  to  Sanitary  L^islation  presented   to  the 

American  Public  Health  Association  at  Richmond,  Nov.  19-22,  1878. 
Memorandum  of  the  American   Public  Health  Association  oo   Legislation 

affecting  the  Public  Health. 
North  Carolina  Medical  Journal,  March,  1879. 

Drom  ike  Commissioner  of  Railroads,  Jiichi^n : — 
Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Railroads,  Michigan,  1877. 
General  Railroad  Laws  of  Michigan,  1879. 

/Vow  Chartes  X  Hetriii,  Ji.  D.  :— 
Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Minnesota^  Jan.,  1878. 
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From  Oranville  P.  Conn,  3f.  D. : 
TraDsactioDS  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society,  1878. 
Reports  of  the  Oity  Physician,  Board  of  Health,  and  Sanitary  Engineer  of  the 

City  of  Concord,  N.  H.,  1876-7. 

From  J.  L,  Meares,  M.  D. : — 
Report  of  the  Health  Officer  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  year 

ending  Jane  30,  1878. 

From  M.  Benjamin,  Ph.  B. : — 
Variola :  Its  Causes,  Nature,  and  Prophylaxis,  and  the  dangers  of  Vaccination. 

by  C.  Spinzig,  M.  D. 
Dangerous  Cosmetics. 
Writings  of  the  Graduates  in  the  course  of  Analytical  and  Applied  Chemistry 

at  the  School  of  Mines,  Columbia  College,  New  York. 

From  Dr.  Victor  Bohmert : — 
Zeitscrift  des  K.  Sachsischen.     Statistischen  Bureaus',  XXI.    Jahrgang  1875, 

Heft  I.  und  II.,  III.  und  IV. 
Vertheilung  der  Bevolkerung  des  konigreichs  Sachsen  nach  der  Haupt-Erwerbs- 

und  Beruf-Klassen,  Nr.  1-6  Jahrgang  1875. 

From  J.  T.  Reeve,  if.  D.  ;— 
Transactions  of  the  Wisconsin  State  Medical  Society,  1878. 
Circular  of  Inquiry  by  W^iscousin  State  Board  of  Health,  to  School  Teachers, 

and    Circular   to   County    Superintendents    transmitting   the   same   for 

distribution. 
Suggestions  for  the  Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria,  by  Wisconsin 

State  Boai-d  of  Health  (2  copies). 
Third  Annual  Report  Wisconsin  State  Board  of  Health,  1878. 
Water  and  the  Water-supply  of  Wisconsin,  by  O.  F.  Witter,  M.  D.,  Also  an 

Investigation  of  the  Drinking-water  of  a  city,  by  Prof.  Thos.  W.  Chittenden. 
Some  of  the  Preventable  Causes  of  Insanity,  by  Walter  Eempster,  M.  D. 
Land  Drainage  and  Obstructions  to  Water-Courses,  by  J.  T.  Reeve,  M.  D. 
Diphtheria :  Its  Relations  to  Filth  Causes,  by  E.  L.  Griffin,  M.  D. 
How  Infant  Mortality  may  be  Lessened,  Suggestions  by  the  Wisconsin  State 

Board  of  Health. 

From  A.  C.Sekell:— 
Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich., 

in  reference  to  making  sewer  connections. 
Map  of  Grand  Rapids,  showing  sewerage  system  of  the  city. 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Works  of  Grand  Rapids. 

From  Dr.  E.  0.  Brown: — 
Official  Report  of  Dr.  E.  0.  Brown,  Physician  in  charge  of  the  Yellow  Fever 

Hospital,  Louisville,  Ey.,  1878. 
Table  showing  the  Pulse  of  patients  in  the  Yellow  Fever  Hospital,  Louisville, 

Ky.,  1878. 
Table  showing  Temperature  of  Patients  in  the  Yellow  Fever  Hospital,  Louis- 
ville, Ky.,  1878. 

From  Geo*  Brown,  M.  D.,  Superintendent : — 
Beport  of  the  Private  Institution  for  the  Education  of  Feeble-minded  Youth, 

Barre,  Mass.,  1878. 

From  W.  H.  Geddings,  It.  D.  :— 
Case  of  Sarcoma  of  the  Kidney  in  a  Negro  Child. 

From  Stale  Treasurer,  Michigan: — 
Annual  Report  of  the  State  Treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan^  1878. 
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From  J.  Berrien  Lindsley,  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Tennessee  at  its  45tb 

Annual  Meeting,  1878. 

From  Albert  R,  Leeds,  Ph.  D. : — 
Contributions  towards  a  knowledge  of  the  Chemical  Constitution  of  the  Atmos* 

phere  (Ozone  and  the  Atmosphere). 
Contributions  from,  the  Laboratory  of  the  Stevens  Institute  of  Technology* 

XXI. 

From  Arthur  J.  Payne,  M,  D, : — 
Keport  on  the  public  health  of  Calcutta,  and  on  proceedings  of  the  health 

office  during  the  third  quarter  of  1878. 
Quarterly  Reports  of  the  Health  Officer  of  Calcutta,  Oct.  1878  to  June  1879^ 

inclusive. 
Report  of  the  Health  Officer  of  Calcutta,  1878. 

From  Charles  W.  EarUj  M.  D, : — 
Fifteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  The  Washingtonian 

Home,  of  Chicago. 
Scarlatina  in  Chicago,  Particularly  the  Epidemic  of  1876-7,  by  Charles  W. 

Earle,  M.  D. 
The  Etiology  of  Intemperance,  by  Charles  VV.  Earle,  M.  D. 
Beport  of  the  Committee  on  Practical  Medicine  of  the  Illinois  State  Medical 

Society,  with  a  paper  on  Exophthalmic  Goitre,  by  Chas.  W.  Earle,  M.  D, 

From  EUsha  Harris,  M.  D. : — 
Report  on  plans  for  securing  complete  and  authentic  Records  of  Deaths  and 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  the  United  States. 

From  R.  G.  Jennings,  M.  D, : — 
Minutes  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Arkansas  at  its  Third  Annual  Session,. 

May  1,  1878. 
Transactions  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Arkansas  at  its  Fourth  Annual 

Session. 

From  Edwin  M,  iSnow,  M,  D. : — 
Twenty-third  Annual  Keport  upon  the  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths  in  the 

City  of  Providence,  R.  I.,  1877. 

From  J.  L,  Cabell,  M.  D. : — 
Circular  No.  1  from  the  National  Board  of  Health,  Washington,  D.  C,  April 

7,  1879, — Organization,  etc. 
National  Board  of  Health,  Circular  No.  :i,  April  7,  1879, — Schedule  of  Ques- 
tions relating  to  the  Sanitary  Condition  of  a  city  or  town. 
National  Board  of  Health,  Circular  No.  3,  April  7,   1879, — Duties  of  the 

National  Board  of  Health. 

Frojn  0.  Cogswell: — 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Commercial  Hospital,  Cincinnati,  1867 

and  1868. 
Annual  Reports  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Cincinnati  Hospital,  1870,  1871, 

1872,  1874,  1875,  187G,  1877,  and  1878. 

From  Edioard  C.  Seaton,  M.  D. : — 
Blank  Form  (A)  for  Return  to  Local  Government  Board,  London,  Eng.,  of 

Deaths  during  the  year  1878. 
Blank  Form  (B)  for  Return  to  Local  Government  Board,  London,  Eng.,  of 

Mortality  and  Sickness  in  1878. 
Instructions  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health,  for  making  Annual  Reports  to 

Local  GoYcrnment  Board,  London,  Eng. 
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From  Chas.  H.  S.  Davis,  M.  D. : — 
Diphtheria,  and  its  Treatment. 
Is  Gonsamption  a  Preventable  disease. 
Clergyman's  Sore  Throat  (Chronic  Follicalar  Pharyngitis). 

From  Prof.  K.  C.  Kedzie,  M.  D.  :— 
Minutes  of  Ifeeting  of  Organization  and  Proceedings  of  the  Sanitary  Council 
!f      of  the  Mississippi  Valley;   MemphiSy  April  30,  May  1;' Atlanta,  May  5-9' 

1879. 
Directory  of  the  Sanitary  Organizations  Represented  in  the  Sanitary  Council 

of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  and  Address  on  General  Sanitation. 
Mineral  Seal  300''  Fire-Test  Oil,  Report  concerning. 

From  Hon.  J.  U.  MeOowan,  M.  C. : — 
Speech  of  Hon.  Jonas  H.  McQowan  of  Michigan  in  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives, Saturday,  March  1,  1879,  on  the  Public  Health  Bill  containing  the 

act  establishing  the  National  Board  of  Health. 
Copy  of  An  Act  ta  prevent  the   introduction  of  contagions  or  infectious 

diseases  into  the  United  States. 
Speech  of  Hon.  J.  H.  McGowan  of  Michigan  in  the  House  of  Representatives 

May  27,  1879,  on  the  bill  to  increase  the  efficiency  of  the  National  Board  of 

Health. 

From  A.  L.  Bours: — 
Inaugural  Proceedings  at  the  Dedication  of  the  New  Capitol  of  Michigan, 

Jan.  1,  1879. 
Annual  Report,  of  the  Board  of  State  Building  Commissioners  of  the  State  of 

Michigan,  1871,  1873,  and  1874. 
Final  Report  of  the  Board  of  State  Building  Commissioners  of  the  State  of 

Michigan,  1879. 

From  H.  If.  Mackintoshy  Medical  Registrar : — 
History  and  Regulations  of  the  School  of  Physic  in  the  University  of  Dublin. 
Questions  for  Examination  in  State  Medicine,  University  of  Dublin,  for  the 

years  1874,  1875,  1876,  1877,  and  1878. 

From  Charles  L.  Marsh: — 
Prospectus  of  the  **  Sanitary  Register." 
Regulations,  Conditions,  Blank  Applications  for'Space,  etc.,  at  the  Exhibitions 

of  Sanitary  Apparatus,  Appliances,  etc.,  at  Stafford,  England,   October, 

1878,  and  at  Croyden,  England,  October,  1879. 
Catalogues  of  the  Exhibitions  of  Sanitary  Appliances,  etc.,  at  Leamington 

(Eng.),  October  3d  to  18th,  1877,  and  at  Stafford  (Eng.),  October  2d  to 

19th,  1873. 

From  F.  E.  Enghhardt,  M.  D.  :— 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  New  York  Dairyman's  Association,  with  Trans- 
actions and  Addresses  for  the  year  1878. 
Fourteenth  Annual  Report  of  the  American  Dairyman's  Association,  with 

Papers,  etc.,  for  the  year  ending  Jan.  15,  1879. 

From  Charles  F.  Folsom,  M.  D. : — 
Circulars  from  the  Massachusetts  State  Boai-d  of  Health,  on  '^  Drainage,  etc.," 

"Disinfection,"  To  Local  Boards  of  Health  on  ''House  Drainage,"  To 

Local  Boards  of  Health  on  "The  Care  of  Young  Children." 
Tenth  Annual  Report  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  January,  1879. 

From  H.  D.  Fraser,  M.  B. : — 
Transactions  of  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Association  for  the  ^ea.r«  l&'t^ 

and  2879. 
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A  Bill  to  Re-charter  the  Soath  Carolina  Medical  Association,  to  establish  a 

State  Board  of  Health,  and  to  define  its  duties. 

From  Hon.  Charles  M»  Croswelly  Oovernor : — 
First  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Mineral  Statistics  of  Michigan 

for  1877-8  and  previous  years. 

IVom  Robert  Moore : — 
The  Mayor's  Message  with  accompanying  documents  to  the  Municipal  Assem- 
bly of  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  1878. 

From  Edward  JarvU^  if.  D» : — 
Dr.  Stark's  proposed  new  classification  of  Diseases  for  Statistical  Purposes. 

From  Saginaw  City  Board  of  Health : — 
Document  issued  by  the  Saginaw  City  (Mich.)  Board  of  Health  upon  the 

Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

From  Wm.  B»  Atkinson,  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  at  its  28th 

Annual  Session,  1878. 

From  Maryland  State  Board  of  Health : — 
No.  1,  Vol.  1,  of  the  Sanitary  Messenger,  Baltimore,  Md. 

From  Chas.  0.  Hunt,  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  of  the  Maine  Medical  Association,  1878. 

From  the  Acting  Secretary  Ohio  Board  of  Agriculture : — 
Thirty-second  Annual  Ohio  Agricultural  Report  for  1877,  Second  Series. 

From  the  Smithsonian  Institution : — 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Regents  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  for 

1877. 

From  Wirt  Johnston,  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  of  the  Mississippi  State  Medical  Association,  11th  Annual  Ses- 
sion, 1878. 

From  T.  G.  Richardson,  M.  D.  :— 
Address  delivered  before  the  American  Medical  Association,  at  its  29th  Annual 

Session,  by  T.  O.  Richardson,  M.  D.,  President. 

From  L.  C.  Butler,  M.  D.  :— 
Twentieth  Registration  Report  of  Vermont,  1876. 

From  C.  W.  Brown,  M.  D.  :— 
Medical  and  Surgical  Reports  of  the  Boston  City  Hospital,  Second  Series, 

June  1,  1869  to  June  1,  1874 ;  one  vol. 

From  Hon,  T.  W,  Ferry : — 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  1877. 
Disease  prevailing  among  Swine  and  other  Domestic  Animals,  1878. 
State  of  Labor  in  Europe,  1878. 
Senate  Miscellaneous  Documents,  numbers  17,  19,  and  25,  being  plans  for  the 

improvement  of  the  system  of  sewerage  and  sanitary  condition  of  Washing- 
ton City  and  District  of  Columbia. 

From  Harriet  A,  Tenney : — 
Report  of  the  Librarian  of  the  State  of  Michigan  for  the  years  1877-8. 
Catalogue  Michigan  State  Library,  1879-80. 

From  R.  B.  S.  Hargis,  M.  D. : — 
Proceedings  of  the  Florida  Medical  Association,  1878. 

From  Albert  A.  Day: — 
Brooklyn  Association  for  Improving  the  condition  of  the  Poor,   Report  of 

Special  Investigator. 
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From  R,  8.  Detoey : — 
Provision  for  Insane  Criminals. 

From  Jos.  B.  Bairdy  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  of  the  Medical  Association  of  Gteorgia,  29th  Annual  Session, 

1878, 

From  Sergt.  James  A.  Barwich: — 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  of  the  city  of  Denver,  1877. 

From  Hon.  C.  D.  Randall:— 
Fifth  Annaal  Report  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  State  Public  School  at 

Coldwater,  Mich.,  1878. 

From  Chas.  Ambrook,  M.  D. : — 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Colorado,  1877. 

From  Dr.  Carl  Ernst  Helbig : — 
Sanit&re  Verhaltnisse  und  Einrichtungen  Dresdens. 

From  J.  Winihrop  Taylor,  M.  D. : — 
Annual  Report  of  the  Surgeon-Ceneral  of  the  Navy,  for  the  year  1878. 

From  Perry  Aver  ill: — 
Second  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Inspector  of  Illuminating  Oils  for  the  Cal- 
endar year  1878. 

From  C.  T.  Wilbur,  M.  D.  :— 
Seventh  Biennial  Report  of  the  Illinois  Asylum  for  Feeble-minded  Children, 

1878. 

From  Anthony  Woodward: — 
Second  Report  on  the  Paleolithic  Implements  from  the  Glacial  Drift,  by  Abbott. 

From  the  American  Statistical  Association : — 
Report  on  the  Commercial  Statistics  of  Syria,  by  Sir  John  Bowring. 
Report  on  Egypt  and  Candia,  by  Sir  John  Bowring. 

From  Smith  Townshend,  M.  D. : — 
Annual  Report  of  the  Health  OfBcer  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  for  the  year 

1878. 

From  the  Metric  Clubf  Chicago: — 
The  Visiting  List,  or  Pocket  Dose-book. 

From  Landon  B.  Edwards,  Jf,  D. : — 
Virginia  Medical  Monthly,  January,  1879,  Containing  Transactions  Medical 

Society  of  Virginia,  1878. 

From  Ezra  M.  Hunt,  M.  D.  :— 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  1878. 

From  Chas.  Buckley,  M.  D. : — 
Report  of  the  Health  Officer  of  the  city  of  Rochester,  N.  T.,  for  the  years 

ending  March  1,  1877  and  1878. 

From  S.  S.  Gray,  M.  D.  :— 
Transactions  of  the  3l8t  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Ohio  State  Medical  Society, 

1876. 

From  0.  V.  Woolen,  M.  D.  :— 
Transactions  Indiana  State  Medical  Society,  28th  Annual  Session,  1878. 

From  J.  H,  Letcher,  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  Kentucky  State  Medical  Society,  23d  Annual  Session,  1878. 

From  the  Auditor  General  of  Michigan : — 
Report  of  the  Auditor  Greneral  of  Michigan  for  1874. 

From  C.  H.  Boardman,  M.  D. : — 
Transactions  of  the  Minnesota  State  Medical  Society,  1878. 
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From  C,  IF.  Chamberlain,  M,  D, : — 
First  Annual  lleport  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Oonuecticat^  1878. 
Laws  of  Connccticat  relating  to  the  Solemuization,  Record^  and  Betums  of 

Marriages. 
Proceedings  of  the  Connecticut  Medical  Society,  1879. 

Fi'ODi  Geo.  S.  Davis : — 
The  Brazilian  Tea. 
New  Preparations,  Vols.  I.  and  II. 

From  0.  W.  Wight,  A.  M.,  M.  D.  :— 
First  Annual  Keport  of  the  Commissioner  of  Health  of  Milwaukee. 

From  Geo.  Troup  Maxtvell,  M.  D. : — 
Proceedings  of  the  89th  Annual  Session  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Delaware, 

1878. 

From  Joseph  Porter,  M.  JD. ; — 
Proceedings  of  the  Florida  Medical  Association  for  the  years  1876-7  and  1878 

(2  vols.) 

From  Geo.  W.  Cook,  M.  D. : — 
Report  of  Board  of  Health  and  City  Physician,  Concord,  N.  H.,  1878. 

From  John  B.  Tahnan: — 
The  Sanitary  Condition  of  Lynn  (Mass.),  including  a  Special  Beport  on 

Diphtheria,  by  J.  0.  Pinkham,  M.  D. 
Ninth  Annual  lleport  of  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Board  Health,  1878. 

From  H.  P.  Wright  ;— 
Beport  of  the  Department  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Chicago,  1878. 

From  Arthur  S.  Hardy: — 
Keport  of  the  Begistrar-General  of  Ontario,  1877. 

From  S(a(ii(tical  Bureau,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Kingdom  of  iSaxony^ 
Dresden: — 
Zeitschrift  des  K.  Silchsischen  Statistischen  Bureaus'  XXIV.,  JahrgaDg  1878, 

Heft  I.  und  11. 

From  John  McLaughlin: — 
Fifth  Annual  Report  Board  of  Public  Works,  Detroit,  1878. 

From  Hon,  John  Eaton: — 
Circular  of  Information  of  the  Bureau  of  Education,  No.  1,  1879,  Concerning 

a  Training  School  for  Nurses. 

From  C.  H.  Fisher,  M.  D.  :— 
Annual  Keport  of  the  Khode  Island  State  Board  of  Health,  1878. 

From  Thos.  F.  Wood,  M.  D.  :— 
An  act  supplemental  to  an  act  creating  a  State  Board  of  Health  (North 

Caix)lina). 
Method  of  Performing  Post-Mortem  Examinations,  issued  by  the  North  Caro- 
lina State  Board  of  Health.    (Two  copies.) 

From  H.  S.  Mc Master,  M.  D.  :— 
Transactions  of  the  State  Eclectic  Medical  and  Surgical  Society  of  Michigan, 

1S7S. 

From  F.  W.  Green : — 
First  Annual  Kei)ort  of  the  State  Inspector  of  Mineral  Oils,  Ohio.  1878. 

From  Horatio  B.  Storer,  M.  D.,  LL.  B. : — 
Sanitar}'  Protection  Association  of  Newport,  K.  L,  Statement  of  Objects  of. 

From  J.  A.  Busselh  M.  A.^  M.  B.,  B.  Sc,  Edinburgh: — 
Sanitary  Protection  Association  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Statement  of  Objects 

of.  etc 
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From  Tho8.  J.  Turner^  if.  D. : — 
National  Board  of  Health,  Washington,  D.  0.    Reports  and  Papera,  No.  1« 

Organization^  etc. 
An  Act  to  prevent  the  introduction  of  contagious  or  infections  diseases  into  the 

United  States,  and  the  Kales  and  Regulations  prepared  by  the  National 

Board  of  Health,  in  pursuance  thereof,  approved  June  26,  1879. 
A  Circular  from  the  National  Board  of  Health  to  State  and  Municipal  health 

authorities,  rules  and  r^nlations  for  quarantine  stations,  and  for  sanitary 

condition  of  vessels,  railroads,  etc. 
National  Board  of  Health,  Form  1,  Record  of  Case  of  a  disease  liable  to 

become  epidemic. 
National  Board  of  Health,  Form  2,  History  of  an  epidemic. 

IVom  Sumner  L  Kimball: — 
Annual  Reports  of  Operations  of  the  United  States  Life-Saviug  Service,  for 

years  1877  and  1878. 
iRevised  Regulations  for  Oovernment  of  the  United  States  Life-Saving  Service, 

and  Laws  on  which  they  are  based. 

From  Prof.  Francis  E,  Nipher : — 
Jfissouri  Weather  Service,  Meteorology  of  St.  Louis,  1838-1877,  etc. ;  April, 

May,  July,  and  August,  1879. 
The  tornado  of  April  14,  1879,  by  J.  L.  R.  Wadsworth,  M.  D.,  and  Francis 

E.  Nipher. 

From  L.  C.  Herrick^  J/.  D. : — 
Annual  Report  Secretary  of  State  of  Ohio,  including  Statistical  Report  for 

1877. 

From  the  Secretary  of  State  of  Indiana: — 
Law  of  Indiana  relative  to  the  Inspection  of  Illuminating  Oils.    Approved 

March  31,  1879. 

From  Tho8.  L.  Neal,  M.  D.  :— 
Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  Board  of  Health  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  Year  ending 

Feb.  29,  1879. 

From  Oeo.  H,  Sipp : — 
Health  Ordinances  of  the  City  of  Holland,  Mich. :   No.  78,  Relative  to  the 

Public  Health ;  No.  79,  Relative  to  the  Office  of  Health  Officer,— Approved 

March  26,  1877. 

From  James  B,  Mussellf  M.  D. : — 
Remarks  by  Medical  Officer  to  Accompany  Mortality  Tables  of  the  City  of 

Glasgow,  Scotland,  for  the  Quarter  ending  Dec.  31, 1878,  for  the  year  1878, 

and  for  the  Quarter  ending  March  31,  1879,  (3  vols.) 

Frinn  Thos.  C\  Minor,  M.  D.: — 
Jllleventh  and  Twelfth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Health  Department  of  Gincin- 

nati,  Ohio,  1877  and  1878  (2  vols.). 

From  Prof.  T.  Olarke  Miller,  M.  D.  :— 
A  Contribution  to  the  Etiology,  Pathology,  and  Therapeutics  of  Gholera  In 

fantnm,  by  T.  Clarke  Miller,  M.  D. 

From  J.  G.  Pinkham,  M.  D. : — 
The  Sanitary  Association  of  Lynn, — Rules  of  Organization,  etc. 
Sanitary  Tract  No.  1, — ^The  Prevention  of  Gholera  Infantum  and  Kindred 

Disorders,  Issued  by  the  Sanitary  Association  of  Lynn. 
Inspector's  Certificate,  Form  [A],  Issued  by  the  Sanitary  Association  of  Lynn. 

From  John  Q.  Adams,  M.  D. : — 
•Transactions  of  the  Medical  Society  ot  the  SU\fc  ol  "iivii  Xot^A^^"^  '^xsSi.N^^^, 
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From  Dr.  Ouslavus  Hinrichs : — 
First  and  Second  Annual  Reports  of  the  Iowa  Weather  Stations  for  1876  aad 

1877.     (2  vols.) 
Set  of  Blanks  nsed  by  the  Iowa  Weather  Service. 

From  the  Michigan  Legislature : — 
Michigan  Mannal  for  1879,  The  Bed  Book  for  the  30th  Legislatare. 

From  L.  H.  Steiner^  A.  M.,  M.  D. : — 
Annual  Address  before  Society  of  the  Alomni  of  the  Medical  Department  of 

the  University  of  Pennsylvania,   March  13,   1879,  by  Lewis  H.   Steins, 

A.  M.y  M.  D. 

From  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode : — 
Universitv  of  London, — Regulations  for  Examinations  in  Subjects  relating  to 

Public 'Health. 

From  M,  M.  Jiobbins,  M.  D. : — 
The  Mayor^s  Address  with  Reports  of  City  Officers  of  Aurorai  111.,  Feb.  28, 

1879. 

From  J.  C\  LeHardy,  M,  D, : — 
Quarantine,  Its  Sanitary  and  Political  Aspect  in  Relation  to  the  Spread   of 

Epidemic  Diseases,  by  J.  C.  LeHardy,  M.  D. 

l^Vom  11.  H.  Darr,  M.  D,  ;— 
Transactions  of  the  Texas  State  Medical  Association,  10th  Annual  Session,  1878. 

From  Albert  W.  Fisher^  M.  D.  :— 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  Toledo,  Ohio,  1878. 

From  M.  C.  Stone.  M.  D.  :— 
Itenort  of  the  Health  Officer  of  the  City  of  Newburg,  N.  Y.,  1878-9. 

From  C.  B.  White,  M.  D.  :— 
Domestic  Sanitation,  The  Privy  System  of  New  Orleans. 

From  Henry  Kimpton : — 
London  Medical  Times  and  Gazette  for  April  5,  1879. 

From  Henry  P.  Stearns,  M.  D, : — 
Fifty-fifth  Annual  Report  of  the  Officers  of  the  Retreat  for  the  Insane,  at 

Hartford,  Ooun.,  April,  1879. 

From  J.  Stopford  Taylor y  M.  D.: — 
Report  of  the  Healtii  of  Liverpool  during  the  year  1878. 

t^om  Ouy  li.  Case,  M.  D. : — 
A  Report  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  1878. 

From  John  F.  Couch.  M.  D. : — 
Fuvt  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Somerville,  Mass. 
The  Sanitary  Condition  of  Boston,  the  Report  of  a  Medical  Commission  ap- 
pointed by  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Boston,  1875. 

From  Larry: — 
Report  of  a  Committee  appointed  by  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society  to 

confer  with  the  Regents  and  Medical  Faculty  in  respect  to  the  Relations  of 

the  Medical  Department  of  the  University  to  the  Medical  Profession  of  the 

State,  etc.,  1873. 

From  State  Board  of  Health  of  Kentucky : — 
First  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Kentucky,  1878. 
Address  on  General  Sanitation,  Prepared  by  Committee  of  the  Sanitary  Conn- 

cil  of  tl)e  Mississippi  Valley.    Two  copies. 

IVom  £.  Seguin.  M.  D. : — 
Choice  of  Guides  in  the  use  of  the  Metric  System  by  Physicians  and  Druggists. 
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From  T.  S.  Oold,  M.  D.  :— 
Twelfth  Anuaal  Report  of  the  Uonnecticat  Board  of  Agricaltare,  1878-9. 

From  J.  E.  Sanborn,  M.  D.: — 
A  Chart  of  all  commoa  Poisons^  with  th^  Promiuont  Symptomg,  and  fall 

directions  for  treatment. 
A  Goncise  Epitome  of  CataneooB  Diseases  (Chart). 

From  James  S.  Reeves,  M.  D.: — 
Transactions  of  the  Eentacky  State  Medical  Society,  at  Louisville,  Oct.,  1852. 

From  J.  O.  Cabell,  M.  D.  :— 
Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths 

in  the  city  of  Richmond,  1878. 

From  the  Chicago  PubUc  Library : — 
Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Chicago  Public 

Library,  June,  1879. 

IVom  Freffk  if.  Seymour: — 
Twelfth  Annual  Report  of  the  Fire  Commissioii  to  the  Common  Council  of  the 

City  of  Detroit,  year  ending  January  31»  1879. 

From  the  Woman* s  Medical  College^  Chicago: — 
The  Demand  for  a  Woman's  Medical  College  in  the  West,  by  Chas.  W.  Earle, 

M.  D. 

From  James  C,  Bayles:^^ 
Sanitary  Tract  No.  2,  Suggestions  concerning  the  >Sanitary  care  of  Premises, 

by  James  C.  Bayles. 

From  G.  K  Mackay,  M.  D. : — 
First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Buffalo,  N.  T., 

1878. 

Frrni  Wm.  Paul  Gerhard,  C.  E.  :— 
Report  of  the  Board  of  Public  Improvements,  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  April 

7,  1879,  St.  Louis,  Mo. 
The  Death.Rate  of  St.  Louis,  by  Charles  A.  Todd,  M.  D. 

From  Chief  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  A. : — 
Annual  Report  of  the  Chief  Signal  Officer  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  for  the 

year  1878. 

From  W.  Murray  Weidman,  M.  D. : — 
Report  of  the  Boaid  of  Health  of  the  city  of  Reading,  Pa.,  1878. 

From  P.  MiUspaugh : — 
Kerosene  Accidents,  How  to  prevent  them. 

From  Jno.  K.  Allen : — 
Revised  Ordinances  of  the  City  of  Lansing,  1878. 

From  S.  J).  Pond:— 
Proceedings  of  the  5th  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Michigan  State  Fireman's 

Association,  1879. 

From  Sam*  I H,  Roto : — 
Ninth  Annual  Report  of  the  Commissioner  of  Insurance,  of  Michigan,  1878. 

From  (7.  if.  Hughes,  M.  D. : — 
Reflex  Cerebral  Hypersemia,  by  C.  H.  Hughes,  M.  D. 

From  Gen.  W.  G,  LeDuc : — 
Circular  Letter  from  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  of  the  United  States,  rela 

tive  to  the  manufacture  of  Maize  and  Sorghum  Sugars. 
General  Index  of  Ag'l  Reports  of  the  Patent  Office  for  the  25  years  1887- 

1861,  and  of.  the  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  15  years  1862-1876. 
Investigation  of  Diseases  of  Swine,  etc. 


Xllfi        STATE  BOABD  OF  HEALTH— BEPORT  OF  SECBETABT.  1879. 

From  Azel  Ahu«,  Jr.^  M,  D. : — 
Ames  Eagia  Oderleu  Excavating  Apparatus,  Circolar. 

From  W.  G.  Jiege$ter,  3/.  Z>. ; — 
Traniactionfl  of  the  Medical  and  Chirargical  Facalty  of  Maryland,  1879. 

From  Clias.  E.  Davis,  M.  D, : — 
Third,  Fourth,  Fifth,  Sixth,  and  Serenth  Annaal  Reports  of  the  Board  of 

Health  of  the  City  of  Boston,  1875-1879. 
•Sanitary  Condition  of  Boston,  Report  of  a  Medical  Oommission. 

From  Wm.  Marshall,  M.  D.  :— 
Circular  Letter  from  the  Delaware  State  Board  of  Health  to  Physicians  and 

County  and  Town  Authorities,  Advising  the  Formation  of  Local  Boards  of 

Health. 

From  James  A.  Dumont: — 
Laws  governing  the  Steamboat  Inspection  Service,  Revised  Statutes  of  tfae  XJ.  S^ 

General  Rules  and  Regulations  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Supervising  In- 
spectors of  Steam  vessels,  January,  1875.    Revised  and  amended  January, 

1877,  1878,  and  1879. 

From  A.  B.  La  liocque,  M,  D. : — 
Report  of  the  Sanitary  State  of  the  city  of  Montreal,  1878. 

From  Col.  Emmons  Clark: — 
Tenement  House  Acts  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Chapters  908,  Laws  of  1867, 

and  504,  Jjaws  of  1879. 

From  Col.  Carroll  D.  Wright:— 
-Census  of  Massachusetts,  Vols.  I.,  IL,  and  HL  ^ 
History  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics  of  Labor  of  Massachusetts  and  of  Labor 

Legislation  in  that  State  1833  to  187G. 
Fifth,  Seventh,  Eighth,  and  Tenth  Annual  Reports  of  the  Bureau  of  Statistics 

of  Labor,  Massachusetts,  1874,  1876,  1877,  1879. 

Fro7n  Wilson  Glover: — 
The  Enameled  Sanitary  Surface  Closet,  Circular. 

/^Vovi  N.  H.  Efjleston: — 
Sanitary  Tract,  No.  1,  of  the  Citizens'  Health  Association  of  the  Oranges, 

Bloomfleld,  and  Moutclair,  *'Ilural  Hygiene,''  by  Chas.  F.  Wingate. 
Report  on  the  Drainage  of  Williamstown,  Mate.,  by  Col.  Geo.  E.  Waring,  Jr. 

From  Secretary  of  State,  Massachusetts : — 
lieports  relating  to  the  Registry  and  Return  of  Births,  Marriages,  and  Deaths 

in  Massachusetts,  for  1850,  1861,  1863,  lg64,  1866,  1867,  1868,  1869,  and 

1872. 

AVom  Francis  II.  Brown,  M.  D. : — 
Arsenical  PapcrJIangings. 
Index  to  Boston  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  Vol.  C. 

I^Vom  L.  H.  DePuy,  M.  D.  :— 
Revised  Charter  of  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids,  1877. 

From  Secretary  of  State,  Rhode  Island : — 
Bcgistration  Reports  of  Rhode  Island,  for  1853-4, 1856,  1867,  1861,  1862,  1863, 

1864,  1805,  1806,  1867,  1868,  1869,  1870,  1871,  1872,  1873.  1874,  1876, 

and  1877. 

From  E.  A.  Chapoton,  M.  I).: — 
JBuUotin  do  Statistique  Municipale,  Ville  de  Paris,  for  1871,  1872,  1873,  1874, 

1875,  1876,  1877,  and  1878. 
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From 


31st  Annual  Report  Massachusetts   School  for  Idiotic  and   Feeble-minded 
youth,  1878. 

Annual  Journals  of  the  Eclectic  Medical  Association  of  Michigan,  1871,  1872, 
and  1873. 

Communications  of  the  Rhode  Island  Medical  Society,  with  Appendix,  con- 
taining Proceedings  from  1859  to  1877. 

Sketch  Plans  for  the  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital,  Baltimore. 

Reports  and  Papers  relating  to  Construction  and  Organization  of  Johns  Hop- 
kins Hospital,  No.  2. 

First  Annual  Report  State  Board  of  Health  of  Illinois,  1878. 

A  Statement  of  the  Theory  of  Education  in  the  United  States  of  America,  by 
Hon.  Duane  Doty  and  W.  T.  Harris. 

The  National  Bureau  of  Education;  Its  History,  Work,  and  Limitations,  by 
Alex.  Shiras,  D.  D. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of  Control  of  the  Michigan  State  Public 
School  for  Dependent  Children,  year  ending  Sept.  30,  1875. 

The  Boston  Athenaeum,  Tenth  Annual  Beport  of  the  Librarian. 
~  Report  of  the  state  of  the  New  York  Hospital  and  Bloomingdale  Asylum^ 
1878. 

The  Ely  Sewer-Stench-Trap. 

Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health,  New  York,  1869* 


lieceivcd  in  Exchange  for  Publications  of  this  Board  the  following  Periodic- 
als (in  some  instances  incomplete  volumes) : — 
Good  Health. 
Metal  Worker. 

Plumber  and  Sanitary  Engineer. 
Druggists'  Circular  and  Chemical  Gazette. 
American  Exchange  and  Review. 
Obstetric  Gazette. 
Physician  and  Surgeon. 
Chicago  Medical  Journal  and  Examiner. 
Medical  Advance. 
Ohio  Medical  Recorder. 
American  Observer,  Medical  Monthly. 
Michigan  Medical  News. 
American  Medical  Bi- Weekly. 
North  Carolina  Medical  Journal. 
Herald  of  Health,  Bloomington,  111. 
Herald  of  Health,  New  York  City. 
Transactions  Detroit  Medical  and  Library  Association. 
Canada  Lancet. 
Cincinnati  Lancet  and  Clinic. 
Monthly  Record  of  the  New  York  Association  for  improving  the  Condition  of 

the  poor. 
New  Preparations. 
Scientific  Farmer. 
Science  News. 

Journal  of  the  Franklin  Institute. 
Public  Health. 
Hospital  Gazette. 
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Monthly  Weather  Review,  Signal  Service,  U.  S.  A. 
Title  Slip  Registry. 


Weekly  or  monthly  mortality  statements  have  been  received,  with  greater  or 
less  regularity,  daring  the  year  past,  from  Health  Officers,  Begifitrars,  officers 
of  Boards  of  Health,  and  of  Cities  in  the  United  States  as  follows : — 
Arderlay,  John,  City  Sexton,  Lansing,  Mich. 

Bailey,  L.  W.,  M.  D.,  Secretary  Health  Department,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Baldwin,  A.  S.,  M.  D.,  Chairman  Committee  on  Vital  Statistics,   Board  of 

Health,  Jacksonville,  Florida. 
Baylor,  Jno.  C,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Boyd,  George,  Registrar  Vital  Statistics,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Backley,  Charles,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Rochester,  N.  Y. 
Cabell,  J.  Q.,  M.  D.,  President  Board  of  Health,  Richmond,  Va. 
Case,  Guy  B.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

Chamberlain,  C.  W.,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Hartford,  Conn. 
Collamore,  G.  A.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Toledo,  Ohio. 
Day,  Walter  DeF.,  M.  D.,  Sanitary  Supt.  and  Registrar,  New  York  City. 
DeWolf,  0.  C,  M.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Health,  Chicago,  111. 
Edwards,  T.  0.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Wheeling,  West  Va. 
Fisher,  A.  W..  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Toledo,  Ohio. 

Folsom,  Charles  F.,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Boston,  Mass. 
Fnrniss,  John  P.,  Registrar  Vital  Statistics,  Selma,  Ala. 
Gait,  James  D.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Norfolk,  Va. 
Hague,  Will,  Registrar  Vital  Statistics,  Paterson,  N.  J. 
Hatch,  F.  Wm  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Sacramento,  Cal. 
Herrick,  S.  S.,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Hudson,  H.  S.,  M.  D.,  Registrar  Vital  Statistics,  Selma,  Ala. 
Hunter,  Wm.  H.,  City  Sexton,  Lansing,  Mich. 
LaRocque,  A.  B.,  M.  D.,  Medical  Health  Officer,  Montreal,  P.  of  Q. 
Lindsley,  C.  A.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  New  Haven,  Conn. 
Lindsley,  J.  Berrien,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Mackay,  Gustavus  £.,  M.  D.,  Health  Physician,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Mattocks,  Brewer.  M.  D.,  President  Board  of  Health,  St.  Paul,  Miuu. 
Meares,  J.  L.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  San  Francisco,  Cal. 
Minor,  Thos.  C,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 
Neal,  Thos.  L.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Dayton,  Ohio. 
Park,  J.  P.,  M.  D.,  City  Physician,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 
Pelzer,  George  S.,  M.  D.,  Registrar  Vital  Statistics,  Charleston,  S.  C. 
Rezner,  W.  B.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Cleveland,  Ohio. 
Scales,  T.  S.,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Mobile,  Ala. 

Snow,  Edwin  M.,  M.  D.,  Snp'tof  Health  and  City  Registrar,  Providence,  B.  L 
Taylor,  B.  F.,  M.  D.,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  New  Orleans,  La. 
Tobie,  Edward,  M.  D.,  Health  Officer,  Buffalo,  N.  Y. 
Townshend,  Smith,  M.  D.,  Health  OfBcer,  District  of  Columbia,  Washiuffton. 

D.  C. 
Van  Deman,  J.  H.,  M.  D.,  Registrar,  Chattanooga,  Tenn. 
Wight,  0.  W.,  M.  D.,  Commissioner  of  Health,  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Wright,  H.  P.,  Registrar  Vital  Statistics,  Chicago,  111. 
Wyckoff,  E.  M.,  M.  D.,  Register  of  Records,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

The  Weekly  Bulletin,  issued  under  the  National  Quarantine  act,  by  the  lata 
John  M.  Woodworth,  M.  D.,  Surgeon-General  of  the  United  States  Marine 
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Hospital  Service,  and  by  bis  successor,  J.  B.  Hamilton,  M.  D.,  was 
received  wbile  published.  Of  the  NationaJ  Board  of  Health  Bulletin  a  few 
copies  have  been  received.  Quarterly  and  other  Reports  have  been  received 
from  various  Health  Officers  of  foreign  cities,  which  are  acknowledged  else- 
where. 


Excepting  certain  publications  drawn  out  by  members  of  the  Board,  the 
foregoing,  together  with  those  accounted  for  as  in  the  Library  of  the  Boardj 
and  those  drawn  out  by  members  at  the  date  of  the  last  report,  are  in  the 
Library  of  the  Board,  and  in  good  condition.  Those  drawn  out  and  not  yet 
returned  are  as  follows : — 

By  R.  C.  Kedzte,  M.  D.  ;— 
Tenth  Annual  Report  Board  of  Health  of  Milwaukee,  1876. 
Sanitary  Record,  June  28,  1878.    (Periodical.) 
First  Annual  Report  State  Inspector  of  Mineral  Oils,  Ohio,  1878. 
Kerosene  Accidents,  How  to  prevent  them. 

By  11.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.  :— 
Tyler  et  al.  vs.  Squires  et  al.    Testimony  and  Arguments  before  the  State 

Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts. 
Reports  of  Board  of  Health  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  1873  and  1876. 
Smith's  Nuisance  Inspectors. 

Second  Annual  Report  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health,  1867. 
Second  Annual  Report,  Board  of  Health,  Health  Department,  New  York 

City,  1871. 
Towns  and  Villages,  by  Slagg. 
Memoirs  on  Diphtheria,  Trousseau  and  others. 
Fourth  National  Sanitary  Convention. 
Essays  on  State  Medicine,  Rnmsey. 
Sixth  Report  Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  1875. 
Sanitary  Legislation  in  England  and  New  York. 
Legislation  and  Contagious  Disease. 
M^el  By-Laws  for  Sanitary  Authorities. 
Report  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health,  New  York,  1866. 
Report  on  plans  for  securing  complete  and  Authentic  Records  of  Deaths  and 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  the  United  States. 
Reports  and  Resolutions  relating  to  Sanitary  Legislation  presented  to  the 

American  Public  Health  Association  at  Richmond,  Va.,  Nov.  19-22,  1878. 
Sanitary  Record,  Sept.  6,  1878,  with  supplement.     (Periodical.) 
American  Medical  Bi- Weekly,  January  18,  1879.     (Periodical.) 
Ninth  Annual  Report  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  1878. 
Fourth  Annual  Report  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Health,  New  York  1869. 
Hart's  Manual  of  Health. 
Third,  Seventh,   and  Eighth  Annual  Reports  Massachusetts  State  Board  of 

Health,  1872,  1876,  and  1877. 
Diphtheria  and  its  Treatment,  by  Davis. 
Sanitary  Record,  May  30,  1879.     (Periodical.) 

Report  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  city  of  Cleveland,  Ohio,  1878. 
An  Act  to  prevent  the  Introduction  of  Contagious  or  Infectious  Diseases  into 

the  United  States. 
Speech  of  Hon.  Jonas  H.  McOowan  of  Michigan  on  the  bill  to  increase  the 

efficiency  of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  in  the  House  of  RepresentativeSj 

May  27,  1879. 
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Practitioner,  June,  1870.     (Periodical.) 

Prevention  of  Cholera  Infantum  and  Kindred  Disorders. 

Suggestions  concerning  the  Sanitary  care  of  Premises.    Sanitary  Tract  No.  2. 

Bayles. 
Sanitary  Record,  October  18,  18TS.     (Periodical.) 
Ames'  Eagle  Odorless  Excavating  Apparatus.     Catalogue. 

By  Hon.  LeUoy  Parker: — 
Rules  of  the  Ilealth  Department,  Xew  York  City,  1873. 

Report  of  Committee  on  Legislation,  American  Institute  of  Homeopathy,  1875, 
Equal  Allopathic  and  Uomeopathic  recognition  and  representation. 
Abstract  of  Report  u])on  General  Health  Laws. 
Laws  of  Wisconsin  establishing  a  State  Board  of  Health. 
Sanitary  Code  for  Cities. 
Detroit  Lancet,  January,  1878.     (Periodical.) 
Report  of  Board  of  Health  of  Brooklyn,  1876-1876. 
Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Ix)cal  Government  Board,  187C-1877. 
Copy  of  An  Act  to  Prevent  the  Introduction  of  Contagious  or  Infectious  Dis- 
eases into  the  U.  S.     (Public-Xo.  41.) 
Chambers  on  Public  Health  and  Jx)cal  Government, 
Lectures  on  State  Medicine,  Chaumont. 
Transactions  Am.  Pub.  Health  Ass' n,  Vols.  I.  and  II. 
Detroit  Lancet  for  April,  1879.     (Periodical.) 
An  Act  Supplemental  to  An  Act  Creating  a  State  Board  of  Ilealth.     (North 

Carolina.) 
Sanitary  Record,  May  9,  1879.     (Periodical.) 
A  bill  tore-charter  the  South  Carolina  Medical  Association,  and  to  establish 

a  State  Board  of  Health  and  todeGne  its  duties. 
Method  for  Performing  Post-Mortem  Examinations,     (X.  C.  State  Board  of 

Ilealth.) 

By  Eev.  D.  C,  Jacolces: — 
Report  of  Mass.  Board  of  Education  on  a  Proposed  Survey  of  the  Coiumon- 

wealth. 
Memorandum  of  the  Am.   Pub.  Health  Ass'n^  on  Legislation  Affecting  the 

Public  Health. 
Circular  of  Inquiry  to  School  Teachers  from  the  Wisconsin  State  Board  of 

Health  and  Circular  to  County  Superintendents  transmitting  the  satno. 

By  Henry  F.  Lyster,  J/.  B.  :— 
Elkington  on  Drainage. 
Reid  on  Ventilation. 
Monson's  Separate  Svstem  of  Drainage. 
Public  Health,  June "9,  1876.     (Periodical.) 
By-Laws  and  Regulations  on  House  Drainage. 
Blythe  on  Public  Health. 
Parkeson  Public  Health. 
Health  and  its  Conditions. 

Plumber  and  Sanitary  Engineer  for  Oct.,  Nov.,  and  Dec,  1878,     (Periodicals.) 
Statement  of  Objects  of  Sanitary  Protection  Ass'n  of  Newport,  R.  I. 
Statement  of  Objects  of  Sanitary  Protection  Ass'n  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
Circular  on  "Drainage,  etc.,"  from  Mass.  State  Board  of  Health. 
Circular  to  Local  Boards  of  Health  from  Mass.  State  Board  of   Health  on 

House  Drainasce. 
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By  Johi  //.  Kellogg^  M,  D, : — 
Inspectors'  Certificate^  Form   [A.J     Issued  by  the  Sanitary   Association  of 

Lynn,  Mass. 

By  Dr.  John  S.  Caulkins: — 
Five  Senses  of  Man. 
Functions  of  the  Brain. 
Superstition  and  Force. 
Qodwin  on  Population. 
Qerm  Theory  of  Disease.    Maclagan. 
Stimulants  and  Narcotics.    Anstie. 
The  Marriage  of  Near  Kin.     Huth. 

By  Br,  Bartholomew: — 
Ohio  Medical  Recorder^  May>  1879. 

Bij  01  to  Kirchmr: — 
Revised  Charter  of  the  City  of  Grand  Rapids,  1877. 

Of  hard  paper,  there  was  on  hand,  at  the  time  of  making  the  last  report,  18 
reams  and  92  sheets  of  folio  post,  283  sheets  of  crown,  3G8  sheets  of  demy,  267 
sheets  of  blue  cover  paper,  1  ream  of  green  cover  paper,  160  sheets  manilla  wrap- 
ping paper,  and  45  sheets  blotting  paper,  besides  a  quantity  of  blotters.  •  Since 
that  time  there  have  been  purchased  4  reams  of  folio  post,  6  reams  of  demy,  5 
reams  of  manilla,  and  2  quires  of  impression  paper.  There  is  now  on  hand  10 
reams  and  414  sheets  of  folio  post,  432  sheets  of  demy,  33  sheets  of  blue  cover 
paper,  224  sheets  of  green  cover  paper,  1  ream  and  452  sheets  manilla  wrapping 
paper,  24  sheets  of  blotting  paper.  This  shows  that  during  the  year  there  has 
been  used  11  reams  and  158  sheets  of  folio  post,  283  sheets  of  crown,  5  reams 
and  416  sheets  of  demy,  234  sheets  of  blue  cover  papelr,  256  sheets  of  green 
cover  paper,  3  reams  and  188  sheets  of  manilla  wrapping  paper,  and  21  sheets 
of  blotting  paper. 

This  has  been  used  as  follows:  The  folio  post  has  been  used  in  making 
circulars,  printed  letters,  blanks,  labels,  and  weekly  record  of  diseases  books, 
and  for  writing  paper ;  the  demy  paper  was  used  for  making  sheets  for  record 
of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  for  a  book  in  which  to  record  the 
receipt  of  weekly  report  of  diseases  cards,  and  for  working-blanks  for  offioe  use ; 
the  manilla  paper  was  used  for  wrapping  packages  sent  out  from  the  office ;  the 
impression  paper  was  used  for  taking  copies  of  manuscript  not  belonging  in 
the  letter  book ;  green  cover  paper  has  been  used  for  coyers  to  reprints;  blue 
cover  paper  has  been  used  for  covers  to  pamphlet  copies  of  the  Sixth  Annual 
Report,  and  for  covers  to  the  weekly  records  of  diseases  books.  The  specific 
items  and  the  amount  of  paper  used  for  each  item  may  be  found  in  detail  in 
the  *' Order-Book"  of  this  office. 

Of  writing  paper  there  was  on  hand  at  the  time  of  making  the  last  report 
3,139  sheets  and  half -sheets  printed  note  and  letter,  1  ream  plain  letter,  169 
sheets  legal  cap,  I  ream  and  90  sheets  foolscap.  Since  that  time  there  has 
been  purchased  1  ream  plain  letter,  and  there  have  been  manufactured  from 
folio  post  paper  furnished  by  this  office  6,980  sheets  and  half -sheets  of  letter 
and  note  with  printed  heads.  Letter  paper  has  been  issued  during  the  year 
as  follows:  To  Prof.  R.  G.  Eedzie,  M.  D.,  254  whole  sheet  letter,  and  100 
sheets  half-letter;  to  Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  100  sheets  whole  letter, 
100  sheets  half -letter,  100  sheets  whole  note,  and  72  sheets  legal  cap;  to 
Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  100  sheets  half  letter,  100  sheets  whole  note,  and  48 
sheets  foolscap;  to  Hon.  LcRoy  Parker,  50  sheets  whole  note,  and  80  sheets 
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half  letter;  to  Rev.  D.  G.  Jacokes,  50  sheets  half  letter  and  50  sheets  note; 
to  John  n.  Kellogg,  M.  D.,  100  sheets  note.  There  is  now  dn  hand  about 
5,280  sheets  of  letter,  half  letter,  and  note,  1  ream  and  25  sheets  plain  letter, 
39  sheets  legal  cap,  374  sheets  of  foolscap.  This  shows  that  aboat  4,300  sheets 
and  half  sheets  of  writing  paper  of  different  characters  have  been  used  in  thii 
office. 

Of  envelopes  there  was  on  hand  at  the  time  of  making  the  last  report  about 
32,614;  47,750  have  been  purchased  since,  making  a  total  of  80,364.  There 
are  now  on  hand  about  53,395,  thus  showing  that  about  26,969  have  been  used 
during  the  year.  Of  these  3,883  were  used  in  sending  the  document  on  Re- 
striction and  prevention  of  Diphtheria  to  Physicians  and  Newspapers  in  Mich- 
igan; about  2,500  were  used  in  sending  to  the  health  officers  of  local  boards 
of  health  about  1,250  copies  of  Circular  30  and  of  Form  G,  including  about 
1,250  printed  envelopes  for  return;  about  2,500  for  sending  Circular  31  and 
Form  H,  with  printed  envelopes  for  return,  to  clerks  of  about  1,250  local 
boards  of  health ;  about  1,350  were  used  in  making  the  distribution  of 
the  Fifth  Annual  Report,  and  about  3,000  in  making  the  distribntiou  of  the 
Si]:th  Annual  Beport;  about  3,000  were  used  in  sending  the  Circular  32  to 
Supervisors  of  townships,  and  Circular  33  and  Form  £  to  Mayors  of  Cities  and 
Presidents  of  Villages  for  return  of  name  and  postoffice  address  of  health 
officer;  over  2,000  were  issued  to  members  of  the  Board;  about  1,500  were 
used  in  sending  reprints,  blanks  for  weekly  reports  of  diseases,  circulars,  etc., 
to  correspondents,  and  furnishing  meteorological  observers  with  return  envel- 
opes, etc.  The  remainder  has  been  used  in  sending  out  smaller  lots  of  the 
above  mentioned  and  of  other  documents,  and  in  carrying  forward  the  general 
correspondence  of  the  office. 

There  was  on  hand,  at  the  time  of  making  the  last  report,  postage  stamps, 
unused  postal  cards,  and  postage  money  to  the  amount  of  $84.45.  Vouchers 
for  postage  and  box-rent  have  been  allowed  during  the  year  to  the  amount  of 
$652.39,  making  a  total  of  $736.84.  There  is  now  on  hand  in  postage  stamps, 
unused  postal  cards,  and  postage  money,  $79.10.  This  shows  that  during  the 
year  the  cost  of  postage  and  box-rent  has  been  $657.74. 

Some  of  the  principal  items  of  postage  have  been  as  follows : 

Sending  out  Fifth  Annual  Eeport $74.13 

Sending  out  document  on  Kestriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria..  38.83 

Sending  out  Sixth  Annual  Beport 124.55 

Sending  Dr.  H.  0.  Hitchcock's  Circular  concerning  slaughter-houses.  1.28 

Sending  Seventh  Registration  Beport 41.31 

Stamped  envelopes  sent  to  meteorological  observers 7.56 

Sending  circulars,  printed  letters,  blanks,  mortality  statements,  etc..  82.44 
Postal  cards  printed  for  report  of  diseases,  receipts  to  and  from  this 

office,  etc 91.25 


$461.25 


Thus  far  this  report  has  given,  with  exactness  or  approximation  the  kind 
and  amount  of  property  received,  on  hand,  and  disposed  of  by  this  office  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  September  30,  1879 ;  but  in  order  to  show  how  much 
has  been  expended  for  all  items  of  property  and  for  all  other  expenses  during 
the  time  specified,  the  following  statement  is  here  presented.  It  includes 
vouchers  numbers  372  to  452  inclusive. 
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AMOUNT  OF  EXPENDITURES  BT  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  AS  PER  VOUCHER 

NUMBERS  872  TO  452,  INCLUSIVE. 

Chemical  Analyses $10.00 

Engraving,  Drawing,  etc 180.00 

ExDensca  of  Members  \  ^^^^^'^^f^  Meetings, 150.98 

Ji-xpenses  or  Members  |  ^^.j^^^  ^^^^.^j ^^^^3 

Instramenta  and  Books J 73.62 

Paper,  Stationery,  etc 243.47 

P^aforrni  Office 652.39 

P^«^^««  I  Members 15.28 

Printing  and  Binding 659.60 

Secretary 2,000.00 

Special  Investigations 41.40 

Miscellaneons 93.39 

Total ♦$4,410  06 

Respectfnlly  submitted, 

Henby  B.  Baker, 

Secretary* 

SHDOBSBMBITT   ON   IHB   FOBBOOIKO   BBFOBT  BT  THB  COMMITTBB  ON   FIKAKCB8  OF  THB  BOABD. 

Having  compared  tho  Secretary's  annual  report  of  property,  receiTed,  issaed,  expended,  and 
destroyed  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  September  80,  1879,  with  the  property  book  and  the 
record  of  proceedings,  and  having  examined  the  foregoing  account  of  expenditures  and  compared 
the  same  with  the  books  in  the  Auditor  Generars  office,  I  find  the  same  to  be  correct. 

LE  ROT  PARKER, 

Laksino,  Oct.  U,  1879L  CommUtet  on  Ftnance. 


ABSTRACTS  AND  BRIEF  ACCOUNTS  OP  THE  PROCEEDINGS  AT  THE 
MEETINGS  OP  THB  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  DURING  THE  YEAR 
ENDING  SEPTEMBER  30,  1870.t 

REGULAR  QUARTERLY  MEETING,  OCTOBER  8,  1878. 

The  Board  met  at  9  A.  M.,  in  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  at  Lansing, 
the  following  members  being  present:  R.  0.  Eedzie>  M.  D.,  President;  Hon. 
LeRoy  Parker ;  Rev.  D.  C.  Jacokes ;  and  Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 
The  minntes  of  the  last  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved.  Daring 
the  reading  of  the  minntes  Drs.  Hitchcock  and  Lyster  came  in  and  took  their 
seats  as  members  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Jacokes  made  a  verbal  report  on  the  subject  of  the  ventilation  of  honses 
and  public  buildings  already  constrncted.  He  was  to  complete  his  report  at 
the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  Lyster,  committee  on  climate,  etc.,  reported  the  introduction  of  a  paper 
on  the  '^  Climate  and  Topography  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of  Michigan,"  and 
exhibited  numerous  diagrams  and  charts  illustrating  his  paper.  The  paper 
was  accepted  and  it  was  ordered  that,  when  completed,  it  be  published  in  the 
Annual  Report.     [See  pages  167-210  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1878.] 

Hon.  LeRoy  Parker,  committee  on  legislation  in  the  interest  of  public  health, 

*Thi8  is  for  the  fiscal  rear;  the  amount  for  the  calendar  year  cannot  exceed  14,000,  the  total 
appropriation  for  each  calendar  year. 

t  Regular  meetings  occur  on  the  second  Tuesday  of  January,  April,  July,  and  Octoher  in  each 
year,  commencing  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M. 
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read  a  report  on  ''Coroners  and  Coroners'  Inquests,"  which  was  accepted  and 
ordered  printed  in  the  Annual  Report.  [See  pages  311-320  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  1878.] 

The  committee  on  that  suhject  not  having  found  any  published  works 
suitable  for  use  as  text-books  on  Hygiene  in  schools,  the  committee  was  continned. 

Dr.  Baker  read  a  report  on  Public  Health  Subjects  in  the  proceedings  of 
the  State  Medical  Society.  It  was  accepted  with  thanks,  and  ordered  pub- 
lished in  the  Annual  Report.  [See  pages  53-59  of  the  Annual  Report  for 
1878.]  Afterwards,  Dr.  Hitchcock  brought  up  the  subject  again,  and  on  his 
motion  the  vote  ordering  the  report  published  was  reconsidered,  and  the  part 
referring  to  the  use  of  quinine  as  a  preventive  in  scarlet  fever  was  stricken 
out.    It  was  voted  that  the  report  as  amended  be  printed. 

Dr.  Kedzie  reported  back  a  communication  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Beech,  relative 
to  the  subject  of  Depot  Privies,  and  it  was  referred  to  Dr.  Hitchcock  as  com- 
mittee on  disposal  of  excreta  and  decomposing  organic  matter.    [Pages  15-24.] 

Dr.  Baker  exhibited  Wheeler's  Disinfector,  manufactured  by  W.  F.  Whee- 
ler, 118  South  Fourth  Street,  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  Houghton's  Water  Filter, 
received  from  E.  0.  Houghton,  75  Devonshire  street,  Boston,  Mass. 

Drs.  Kedzie  and  Baker  made  a  verbal  report,  as  committee  on  revising  the 
Bules  and  Regulations  for  local  boards  of  health,  and  spoke  of  some  points 
which  it  seemed  desirable  to  have  amended  before  reprinting  the  document. 
The  committee  was  continued. 

In  a  discussion  on  the  disposal  of  excreta.  Dr.  Hitchcock  said  he  had 
recommended  to  the  health  officer  of  Kalamazoo  the  purchasing  of  an  Odor- 
less Excavating  Apparatus,  for  the  use  of  the  village  in  cleaning  cesspools  and 
privy-vaults.  Dr.  Baker  suggested  that  a  similar  general  recommendation  be 
made,  and  said  that  more  harm  could  be  done  by  cleaning  a  privy-vault  or  a 
cesspool  at  an  improper  time  or  in  an  improper  manner  than  by  letting  it 
remain. 

Dr.- Baker  reported  correspondence  with  Dr.  Beech,  of  Goldwater,  and  with 
manufacturers  and  inventors,  looking  toward  Sanitary  Conventions.  The  com- 
mittee was  continued. 

The  Secretary  read  a  report  of  work  in  office  and  of  duties  assigned  to  him 
performed  during  the  last  quarter. 

Dr.  Kedzie  suggested,  and  it  was  so  voted,  that  a  complete  set  of  meteoro- 
logical observations  be  taken  at  the  office  of  the  Secretary. 

Dr.  Lystor  spoke  of  the  desirability  of  having  meteorological  stations 
established  at  Adrian,  Holland,  and  South  Haven. 

The  Secretary  presented  his  Annual  Report  of  Property,  in  accordance  with 
the  by-laws  of  the  Board.  It  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  finances  of  the 
Board. 

Dr.  Lyster  presented  a  communication  from  a  dentist  in  Detroit  relative  to 
the  care  and  preservation  of  the  teeth.  After  reading  it  was  accepted  and 
ordered  published  in  the  Annual  Report.  [See  pages  91-98  of  the  Annual 
Report  for  1878.] 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  have  the  document  on  the  Bestriction  and 
Prevention  of  Diphtheria  electrotyped  for  use  by  local  boards  of  health. 

Dr.  Jacokes  was  allowed  800  copies  of  the  document  on  the  Restriction  and 
Prevention  of  Diphtheria  for  distribution. 

It  was  *' Jiesolved,  That  the  committee  on  legislation  bo  instructed  to 
prepare  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  urging  the  Legislature  to  order  a  Topo- 


PROCEEDINGS  OP  THE  BO ARD— A  BSTRACT  OP  MINUTES.  xlv 

graphical  Survey  of  the  whole  State  for  Sanitary  Purposes,  to  be  instituted  at 
once  and  carried  forward  to  its  earliest  completion/^ 
Dr.  Hitchcock  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

"Retolved,  That  the  committee  on  legislation  be  reqnested  to  make  inquiries  relatiye  to  the 
recent  act  In  the  Illinois  Legislature  'Regulating  Medical  Practice,'  and  to  its  practical  working, 
and  report  to  this  Board  whether  In  its  opinion  a  shnilar  act  in  our  own  State  is  desirable."  [See 
pages  iS-M  of  this  Report.] 

Dr.  Lyster  offered  a  resolution^  which  was  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

**  That  this  Board  organize  itself  into  an  examining  college,  and  institnte  an  annual  examination 
of  candidates  in  subjects  relating  to  public  health.'* 

The  resolution  was  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  Lyster 
and  Hon.  LeRoy  Parker,  to  be  reported  upon  at  the  next  meeting. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  procure  not  to  exceed  ten  full  page  plates 
for  illustrations  to  Dr.  Lyster's  article  on  *' Climate  and  Topography  of 
Michigan.'^ 

The  Secretary  presented  a  paper  by  0.  Marshall,  M.  D.,  on  Opium-Eating ; 
and  on  motion  it  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  ordered  printed  in  the  Annual 
Beport.     [See  pages  61-73  of  the  Annual  Beport  for  1878.] 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.  G.  W.  Topping,  of 
DeWitt,  relative  to  an  Outbreak  of  Diphtheria.  The  Secretary  was  authorized 
to  publish  it  in  the  Annual  Beport.  [See  page  85  of  the  Annual  Beport  for 
1878. 

The  Secretary  presented  two  communications  relative  to  diphtheria,  and 
was  authorized  to  publish  them  in  the  Annual  Beport.  [See  pages  78-iB4  of 
the  Annual  Beport  for  1878.] 

The  Secretary  then  presented  the  name  of  one  person  proposed  as  a  corres- 
pondent of  the  Board.  The  person  named  was  approved,  and  the  Secretary 
was  directed  to  ask  him  to  serve. 

Dr.  Baker  was  appointed  a  committee  to  confer  with  similar  committees 
from  other  State  Boards  of  Health,  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion, and  of  the  American  Public  Health  Association,  relative  to  uniform 
plans  for  the  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  in  the  United 
States. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.  A.  W.  Nicholson,  of 
Otisville,  relative  to  ozone,  stating  that  other  communications  relative  to  the 
same  subject  had  been  received  from  him.  The  subject  was  referred  to  Dr. 
Lyster,  as  committee  on  climate,  etc. 

It  was  voted  that  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Annual  Beport  be  the  maximum 
number  allowed  to  be  distributed  by  any  one  member  of  the  Board. 

Bills  were  audited, — vouchers  372-387  inclusive. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  have  the  diagrams  illustrating  the  articles 
on  Weekly  Beports  of  Diseases,  and  Principal  Meteorological  Conditions  in 
Michigan,  1877,  engraved  for  the  Annual  Beport. 

Hon.  LeBoy  Parker  and  Dr.  Baker  were  appointed  a  committee  to  present  a 
memorial  to  the  Board  of  State  Auditors  asking  that  the  allowance  for  bill  for 
illustrations  for  the  Annual  Beport  be  made  from  the  general  fund,  as  part  of 
the  expense  of  printing  the  Annual  Beport. 

Dr.  Baker  was  asked  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American  Public  Health 
Association,  on  behalf  of  the  Board. 

Section  1  of  Article  I.  of  the  By-laws  was  amended  to  read  as  follows : 

Section  1.  The  regular  meetins^s  of  the  Board  shall. be  held  at  Lansing,  in  the 
office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  on  the  tecoiid  T>aL«&dv^  ^1  S^\s^^t^  ^  ^^^n^"^ 
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and  October  in  each  year,  at  9  o'clock  A.  m.,  and  the  meeting  in  April  shall  be  the 
annual  meeting. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  employ  four  clerks  daring  the  year  com- 
menciug  January  1,  1879. 
Ou  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 

REGULAR  QUARTERLY  MEETING,  JANUARY  14,  1879L 

The  Board  met  at  9  a.  if.,  in  the  office  of  the  Board  in  the  new  Oapitol,  it 
Lansing,  the  following  members  being  present :  B.  0.  Kedzie,  M.  D.,  President; 
Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D. ;  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker ;  Bey.  D.  0.  Jacokes ;  and 
Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  minutes  of  the  last  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

Dr.  B.  G.  Eedzie,  committee  on  foods,  drinks,  and  water-supply,  made  s 
verbal  report  upon  the  adulteration  of  sugars  and  syrups. 

Bev.  D.  C.  Jacokes,  committee  on  ventilation,  etc.,  read  a  paper  upon  the 
Importance  of  Ventilation  and  Methods  of  Heating  and  Ventilating  Baildingi 
already  Constructed.  The  paper  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  was  ordered  to 
be  published,  after  revision  by  the  author,  in  the  Annual  Beport.  [See  pages 
51-62  of  this  Report.] 

Dr.  B.  C.  Eedzie,  committee  on  special  sources  of  danger  to  life  and  health, 
made  a  verbal  report  upon  the  subject  of  illuminating  oils,  with  special  refer- 
ence to  oils  for  general  use,  and  also  to  a  heavy  and  safe  oil  known  as  the 
''Mineral  Seal"  oil,  designed  for  use  in  railroad  cars. 

It  was  voted  to  be  the  belief  of  the  Board  that  the  interests  of  life  and  pub- 
lic safety  in  this  State  will  be  subserved  by  maintaining  the  present  tests  of 
illuminating  oils. 

The  President  of  the  Board  was  authorized  and  requested  to  make  a  thorough 
investigation  of  the  subject  of  illuminating  oils,  with  reference  to  legislation, 
propos^  or  otherwise,  and  to  act  for  this  Board  in  endeavoring  to  maintain 
the  present  tests. 

Hon.  LeBoy  Parker,  committee  on  legislation  in  the  interests  of  public 
health,  made  a  report  upon  the  subject  of  the  Illinois  law  regulating  the  prac- 
tice of  medicine.  The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  directed  to  be 
published  in  the  Annual  Beport    [See  pages  45-50  of  this  Beport.] 

Dr.  Hitchcock  presented  a  preamble  and  memorial  to  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Bepresentatives  of  Michigan,  wherein  the  State  Board  of  Health  petitions 
the  Legislature  to  enact  some  law  or  laws  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of 
this  State  from  the  dangers  to  life  and  health  attendant  upon  the  medical 
practice  of  ignorant  and  unqualified  pretenders.  After  an  amendment  the 
memorial  was  adopted.  The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  procure  Dr.  Ijystei's 
signature,  and  after  signing  for  the  other  members  of  the  Board,  transmit  it 
to  the  Legislature.  [The  memorial  is  printed  on  page  396  of  the  House 
Journal  (vol.  1)  for  1879.] 

Dr.  H.  F.  Lyster,  in  a  telegram  read  by  the  Secretary,  said  ho  was  prevented 
at  the  last  moment  from  coming,  and  reported  a  paper  on  the  Sanitary  and 
Pecuniary  value  of  Beclaimed  Overflowed  and  Saturated  Lands.  [See  pages 
233-260  of  this  Beport.  J 

Hon.  LeBoy  Parker,  as  committee  on  the  subject,  reported  on  the  proposed 
memorial  to  the  Legislature  asking  for  a  Topographical  Survey  of  the  State. 
At  his  suggestion  the  character  of  the  memorial  was  changed  so  as  to  petition 
for  a  Sanitary  Survey  of  sufficient  scope  to  include  the  main  facts  regarding 
water,  overflowed  lands,'  swamps,  Btreams,  drai\iag|&)  ^atar-su^^ly^  pollution  of 
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streams,  etc.  The  committee  was  coutinaed  and  Dr.  Baker  was  added  to  the 
committee. 

Dr.  H.  B.  Baker,  special  committee  on  a  proposed  Sanitary  Oonvention  at 
Goldwater,  reported  that  through  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Beech  and  the  ill 
health  of  Dr.  Cutter  no  convention  could  successfully  be  held  there.  The 
committee  was  discharged  from  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

It  was  voted  that  the  whole  subject  be  postponed  until  the  next  meeting. 

Dr.  H.  0.  Hitchcocky  committee  to  draft  resolutions  relative  to  the  death  of 
Dr.  J.  H.  Beech,  reported  a  preamble  and  resolution  as  follows : 

Whbbeas,  We  hATe  heard  with  deep  regret  of  the  death  of  Dr.  J.  U.  Beech,  of  Coldwater 
therefore, 

JUtolvedt  That  by  the  death  of  Dr.  Beech  this  Board  has  lost  one  of  Its  most  iDterested  and 
efficient  correspondents,  and  the  people  of  the  State  have  lost  one  of  its  most  intelligent,  earnest, 
and  practical  sanitarians. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  was  adopted  and  the  Secretary  was  directed  to 
transmit  a  copy  to  the  widow  of  the  late  Dr.  Beech. 

The  Secretary  presented  his  report  of  work  done  in  the  ofiSce  during  the 
quarter  past.    It  was  accepted  and  placed  on  file. 

Reports  were  presented  by  the  Secretary  from  Dr.  E.  N.  Palmer,  of  Brooklyn, 
Mich.,  relative  to  an  Outbreak  of  Diphtheria  at  that  place.  The  Secretary  was 
directed  to  edit  and  publish  them  in  the  Annual  Report.     [See  pages  105-111.] 

A  communication  from  A.  I.  Sawyer,  M.  D.,  of  Monroe,  was  referred  to  the 
Secretary  to  edit  and  publish  in  the  Annual  Report     [See  page  488.] 

Rev.  Dr.  Jacokes  presented,  verbally,  the  subject  of  a  millpond  in  Pontiac 
which  is  claimed  to  be  inade  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  the  refuse  thrown  into  it 
from  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane. 

On  resolution  of  Hon.  LeRoy  Parker,  Section  1  of  Article  V.  of  the  By-Laws 
was  amended  to  read  as  follows : — 

Section  1.  The  order  of  business  at  regular  meetings  shall  be  as  follows :~ 

1.  Calling  the  roll. 

2.  Reading  of  minutes  of  last  meeting. 

3.  Brief  announcement  ef  business  to l>e  brought  before  the  Board. 

4.  Communications  by  the  President. 
6.  Communications  by  the  members. 

6.  Communications  by  the  Secretary. 

7.  Introduction  of  new  business. 

8.  Auditing  of  bills  and  accounts. 

9.  Reports  of  standing  committees. 

10.  Reports  of  special  committees. 

11.  Miscellaneous  business. 

The  following  resolution  proposed  by  Dr.  Hitchcock  was  adopted : — 

Resolvtdt  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  immediately  to  forward  to  the  appropriate  committee, 
all  commaDications,  addressed  to  the  Board,  which  relate  to  the  work  of  the  regular  eommittees, 
to  be  considered  and  reported  upon  by  sach  committee  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board. 

It  was  voted  to  be  the  duty  of  a  member  who  is  unable  to  attend  the  meeting 
of  the  Board  to  forward  to  the  Secretary,  at  least  one  day  previous  to  the 
meeting  all  communications  which  may  have  been  referred  to  him  by  the 
Secretary  in  accordance  with  the  foregoing  resolution. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  name  of  a  person  proposed  as  a  regular  cor- 
respondent of  the  Board,  and  the  proposal  was  approved. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  Rules  and  Regulations  of  the  Board  of  Public 
Works  of  the  city  of  Orand  Rapids,  relative  to  the  tapping  of  drains  or  sewers; 
also  a  letter  from  A.  0.  Sekell,  Oity  Surveyor,  relative  to  providing  penalties 
for  violation  of  the  regulations. 
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gent  upon,  and  thorongbly  alire  to,  the  Interestf  of  this  Board,  and  earnestly  desirous  to  aid  int 
most  efficient  and  practical  accomplishment  of  its  labors. 
Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  spread  upon  the  minutes. 

(Signed)  H.  O.  HITCHCOCK. 

LSBOT  PARKEB. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  purchase  four  psychrometers  and  four  rain- 
gauges  for  use  of  the  meteorological  observers  for  the  Board. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  send  to  each  officer  of  a  local  board  of  health 
and  ascertain  the  number  of  copies  of  each  Annual  Beport  of  this  Board  in  his 
possession. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  copies  of  each  Annual  Beport  was  made  the  maxi- 
mum number  which  each  member  of  the  Board  was  allowed  to  distribute. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  compile^  from  year  to  year  continuously, 
the  annual  reports  of  diseases,  made  by  the  correspondents  of  the  Board. 

It  was  decided  that  such  matter  as  was  not  used  by  the  committees  or  not 
properly  referable  to  committees  should,  if  useful,  be  used  in  making  the  first 
part  of  the  Beport. 

The  Secretary  presented  copies  of  three  new  laws  passed  by  the  Legislature 
of  1879,  the  bills  having  been  presented  by  action  of  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker, 
<H)mmittee  on  legislation  in  the  interests  of  public  health.  Of  these  laws,  one 
provides  that  the  council  of  each  city  and  village  shall  be  a  board  of  health, 
unless  another  board  of  health  is  organized  under  the  city  or  village  charter ; 
one  authorizes  local  boards  of  health  to  ofEer  free  vaccination  to  the  inhabitants 
within  their  jurisdictions ;  and  the  other  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  health  officer 
of  a  city  to  notify  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  any  neglect  by  physicians  or  house- 
holders to  report  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  H.  Peters,  M.  D.,  asking 
that  a  sanitary  convention  be  held  at  Tecumseh. 

The  Secretary  was  instructed  to  revise  and  print  a  new  edition  of  the  circu- 
lar (No.  7)  of  questions  relating  to  the  water-supply  of  localities  in  Michigan. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  list  of  names  of  persons  proposed  as  regular  cor- 
respondents of  the  Board.    The  persons  proposed  were  approved. 

Dr.  Baker  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  this  State  Board  of  Health  tenders  to  Hon.  Jonas  H.  McGowan,  member  of  Con* 
gross  from  Michigan,  a  hearty  vote  of  thanks  for  his  labors  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  health, 
in  presenting  and  adTOcating  in  Congress  the  bill  which  is  now  a  law,  establishing  a  National 
Board  of  Health. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  suggestion  by  B.  B.  Boss,  M.  D.,  of  East  Sagi- 
naw, that  the  health  officer  should  verify  the  diagnosis  of  each  case  of  com- 
municable disease  reported  to  him ;  also  a  suggestion  by  himself,  that  provision 
4ihould  be  made  requiring  the  health  officer  to  act  promptly  for  the  restriction 
of  any  communicable  disease  reported  to  him  and  verified.  Both  suggestions 
were  referred  to  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker,  committee  on  legislation  in  the  interests 
of  public  health. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  prepare  a  circular  to  health  officers  contain- 
ing references  to  the  new  laws ;  and  when  it  was  prepared  to  send  the  plan  to 
members  for  approval,  and  if  approved,  to  have  not  to  exceed  ten  thousand 
copies  printed.     ^See  pages  269-278.] 

A  communication  from  E.  S.  Bichardson,  M.  D.»  relative  to  the  verification 
of  diagnosis  of  diseases  by  the  health  officers,  was  referred  to  Hon.  LeBoy 
Parker. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  purchase  books  for  the  use  of  the  Board, 
.at  a  cost  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  each  ^eai. 
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Replies  by  correBpondents  relative  to  erysipelas  and  pnerparal  fevor^  presented 
by  the  Secretary,  were  referred  to  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  committee  on 
epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious  diseases.    [See  pages  131-134.] 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  Hon.  C.  D.  Randall,  of 
Coldwater,  recommending  the  examination  of  plans  of  State  buildiogB,  by  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  relative  to  site,  systems  of  ventilation,  drainage,  etc 

A  communication  from  H.  T.  Calkins,  M.  D.,  of  Fetoskey,  was  referred  to 
Hon.  Le  Boy  Parker.  It  was  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  TJ.  S.  Census  by 
Oorrespondents  of  this  Board. 

Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  was  requested  to  attend,  on  behalf  of  this  Board, 
the  meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society,  at  Detroit. 

K.  0.  E^zie,  M.  D.,  was  asked  to  attend  for  this  Board  tbe  meeting  of 
the  American  Medical  Association  at  Atlanta,  Ga.    [See  pages  25-44.] 

The  Secretary  presented  his  quarterly  report  of  work  done  in  the  office. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  have  the  journals  and  periodicals  bound,  at 
his  discretion. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  replace  with  Lee  S.  Cobb,  meteorological 
observer  for  the  Board  at  Nirvana,  a  wet^bulb  thermometer  in  plaoe  of  one 
lately  broken. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  purchase  three  wet-bulb  thermometers. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  the  Massachasetta  State 
Board  of  Health,  relating  to  the  inheritance  of  pathological  conditions,  and  a 
communication  from  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Education,  Hon.  John 
Eaton,  enclosing  a  communication  from  William  M.  Evarts,  Secretary  of 
State,  giving  notice  of  five  hundred  pounds  as  a  prize  for  the  best  essay  on 
Hydrophobia,  its  nature,  prevention,  and  cure,  offered  by  the  Boyal  College  of 
Fhysicians,  of  Loudon,  England. 

A  communication  from  J.  A.  Russell,  M.  D.,  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland, 
enclosing  a  plau  of  the  Sanitary  Frotection  Association  of  Edinbargh,  was 
referred  to  Dr.  Henry  P.  Lyster. 

Bills  were  audited, — vouchers  406-426  inclusive. 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  purchase  a  Foster  cup  oil-tester,  the  Ohio 
oil-tester. 

H.  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  committee  on  drainage,  etc.,  reported  that  he  had 
prepared  the  plan  of  a  circular  on  House-drains,  Sewers,  etc.,  as  requested. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  add  his  suggestions  to  the  plan  and  send  it  to 
the  members  for  corrections,  suggestions,  and  approval  before  publication. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Lyster  also  reported  a  paper  on  the  reclamation  of  low  or  satur- 
ated lands.  Dr.  Lyster  was  thanked  for  the  paper,  requested  to  complete  it, 
and  it  was  voted  to  publish  it,  when  completed,  in  the  Annual  Report.  [See 
pages  233-260.] 

Dr.  Lyster  was  requested  to  visit  Bay  county  with  reference  to  Judge  Miller's 
work  in  reclaiming  low  ground,  and  Qratiot  county  in  referenoe  to  the  over- 
flowed lands  caused  by  flooding  the  rivers  for  the  purpose  of  floating  off  logs, 
about  which  much  complaint  has  been  made  to  this  Board. 

Dr.  R.  0.  Kedzie  said  he  had  received  a  letter  from  Dr.  Edwin  M.  Snow,  of 
Providence,  concerning  the  test  for  lead  on  tin-plate,  and  that  he  desired  to 
give  an  additional  point  to  be  followed  in  testing  for  lead  by  his  method.  It 
was  to  add  a  drop  of  water  to  the  spot  moistened  by  nitric  acid,  after  the  spot 
has  become  dry,  before  dropping  on  the  iodide  of  potassium.  [The  test  is 
printed  on  page  29  of  the  Report  for  1878.  As  amended  above,  it  is  as 
follows : — 
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Test  for  lead  in  tinware.— Place  a  drop  of  strong  nitric  acid  on  the  tin 
surface,  by  means  of  a  glass  rod  or  even  a  splinter  of  wood,  and  rnb  the  acid  oyer  a 
space  as  large  as  a  dime;  warm  It  rery  gently  until  It  is  dry;  add  a  drop  of  water, 
and  then  drop  two  drops  of  a  solution  of  Iodide  of  potassium  on  this  spot ;  the  bright 
▼ellow  iodide  of  lead  will  form  on  this  spot  if  the  tin  contains  lead.  This  test  can 
be  very  rapidly  applied  and  its  results  are  decisive.] 

In  reply  to  a  qnestion  by  H.  F.  Lyster^  M.  D.,  Dr.  Baker,  committee  on 
death-rate,  presented  reports  by  Dr.  W.  H.  Rouse,  of  Detroit,  showing  an 
increase  of  population  and  a  decrease  of  the  death-rate.  He  attributed  the 
decrease  of  death-rate  from  diseases  believed  to  be  preventable,  somewhat  to 
sanitary  work.  Also  that  the  deaths  from  small-pox  were  decreasing  owing, 
he  thought,  to  the  effective  vaccination  recommended  by  Dr.  Lyster  and  others. 

Hon.  LeRoy  Parker,  committee  on  legislation,  reported  that  three  bills 
prepared  by  him  by  request  of  the  Board,  had  become  laws;  two  bills,  one 
relative  to  an  improved  system  of  coroners'  inquests,  and  the  other,  having 
been  prepared  in  conjunction  with  the  Secretary,  relative  to  an  improved 
method  of  collecting  vital  statistics,  were  still  before  the  Legislature. 

Mr.  Parker,  for  the  committee  appointed  to  prepare  and  present  a  memorial 
to  the  Legislature  asking  for  a  sanitary  survey,  reported  that  owing  to  the 
pressure  of  other  work,  and  the  very  great  labor  required  to  perfect  the  details 
of  the  work,  the  committee  had  been  unable  to  present  the  subject  to  the 
Legislature.  He  recommended  a  committee  on  sanitary  survey  to  whom  all 
papers  bearing  upon  the  work  should  be  referred,  and  which  should  be  charged 
with  the  preparation  of  schedules  of  questions  to  be  used  in  such  survey. 

There  being  two  vacancies  on  the  Board,  that  part  of  the  by-laws  which 
requires  the  appointment  of  the  standing  committees  at  the  April  meeting  was 
suspended  and  the  appointment  deferred  until  the  July  meeting. 

A  standing  committee  of  three  members  on  sanitary  survey  was  ordered, 
and  the  President  stated  that  the  membership  of  the  committee  would  be 
announced  at  the  July  meeting. 

The  Secretary  read  a  list  of  communications  which  had  been  referred  to  the 
committees  previously  to  the  last  quarter  and  still  remained  unreported  upon. 
The  list  was  as  follows : 

RlFSBSED  TO  R.  O.  KEDZTE,  M .  D.  :- 
l«et(er  from  Robert  Johnf ton,  M.  D.,  dated  Dec  17, 1877,  ooncemiog  an  illamiDating  fluid. 
Letter  coDcemlDg  the  Document  on  the  Restriction  and  ProTention  of  Diphtheria,  firom  R,  0. 
Kedsie,  M.  D. 

RSFSRBBD  TO  HBNKT  K.  LYSTBB,  M.  D.:— 

Letter  from  Wm.  F.  Jenison,  relatiTe  to  drainage. 

Letter  from  A.  W.  Nicholfon,  M.  D.,  relative  to  osone  and  osone  obaervationf  in  pine  forea tt. 

The  following  communications  had  been  referred  by  the  Secretary  since  the 
last  meeting  of  the  Board  : 

To  R.  C.  Kbdztb,  M.  D.:— 
Postal  from  U.  C.  Clapp,  M.  D.,  of  Mendon,  relative  to  had  water  and  typhoid  feyer.    LSee  pages 

134-6.1  Ki-.  .  jf  L  r-o 

Letter  fh>m  Perrj  ATerill,  relative  to  the  hnrning  of  a  child.    (Retnmed  hy  Prof.  Kedsie,  hav- 
ing been  nsed  in  his  address  before  the  Legislature.) 
To  HOMBB  O.  Hitohcocic,  M.  D.:— 
PosUl  card  from  W.  W.  Switser,  M.  D.,  relative  to  had  water,  and  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever, 

aud  causation  of  diphtheria,    fsee  pages  m-l%L] 
Letter  to  Dr.  Kedsie  from  8.  P.  Tracy,  relative  to  saw-dust  and  mill-refuse  in  streams. 
Letter  from  J.  D.  Johnson,  sending  petition  against  allowing  saw-dost  to  flow  into  Fyfe  T^ke. 
Letter  f^m  O.  W.  Marvin,  M.  D.,  being  a  study  of  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  Qratiot  Go.    [See 

Siges  llt-llft.i 
ON.  LbRot  pabkbb; 
Report  upon  the  Illinois  Medical  Practice  Act,  read  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board,  Jan.  14, 1879. 

isee  pages  iS~eo.] 
[bnbt  IT   LTSTBBs  ^if-  D  * 
Letter  from  JosbuaMllIer.' relative  to  flooding  Chippewa  River  for  driving  logs. 
Letter  from  Daniel  F.  Swain,  Hungerford,  relative  to  cutting  a  dam. 
Letter  from  Wm.  F.  Jenison,  Bagle,  relative  to  drainage. 
Letter  from  J.  Van  Zandt,  relative  to  the  dam  on  Lincoln  Lake.    [See  pages  886-7.] 
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Dr.  Kedzie  reported  that  he  had  addressed  the  Legislature  on  the  snbject  of 
illaminating  oils,  and  met  witli  considerable  opposition.  A  bill  abolishing  the 
chill-test  and  lowering  the  flash-test  to  120""  passed  the  House  and  the  Senate 
bad  replaced  the  chill-test  and  changed  the  plan  of  inspection  districts.  It 
was  not  certain  what  would  be  the  result.  It  was  voted  to  refer  all  correspond- 
ence, papers,  etc.,  bearing  on  the  subject  of  illuminating  oils,  to  Dr.  Kedzie 
for  use  in  preparing  his  annual  address.     [See  pages  1-14.] 

Dr.  H.  F.  Lyster,  for  the  committee  on  examinations  in  sanitary  science, 
made  a  verbal  report,  and  by  vote  Dr.  Lyster  was  requested  to  present  a  plaa 
and  list  of  questions  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Board.     [See  pages  509-512.] 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  procure  for  each  member  of  the  Board,  a  set 
of  questions  used  in  foreign  countries  in  examinations  in  sanitary  science. 

Hon.  LeRoy  Parker  presented  his  report  upon  the  Illinois  M^ical  Practice 
Act,  and  it  was  accepted  and  ordered  published  in  the  Annual  Report.  [See 
pages  45-50  of  this  Report.] 

It  was  voted  that  two  sanitary  conventions  be  held,  in  the  winter  of  1879-80. 
Drs.  Hitchcock,  Lyster,  and  Baker  were  appointed  a  committee  to  manage  the 
details  of  these  conventions. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  communication  from  W.  H.  H.  Knapp,  president 
of  the  board  of  health  of  Riley,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  diphtheria.  It  and 
the  reply  already  made  by  Dr.  Baker  were  referred  to  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D., 
committee  on  epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious  diseases.    [See  pages  117-19.] 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 

REGULAR  QUARTERLY  MEETING,  JULY  8,  1879. 

The  Board  was  called  to  order  at  nine  A.  M.,  in  the  office  of  the  Board,  at 
Lansing,  the  following  members  being  present :  B.  G.  Kedzie,  M.  D.,  Pren- 
dent;  Homer  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D. ;  Hon.  LeRoy  Parker;  Rev.  Daniel  C. 
Jacokes;  John  H.  Kellogg,  M.  D. ;  Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D.,  Secretary. 

The  minates  of  the  last  preceding  meeting  were  read  and  approved. 

The  President  reported  that  owing  to  his  absence  from  the  State  and  other 
reasons  he  had  as  yet  been  nnable  to  write  his  annual  address.  He  gave, 
however,  by  request  of  the  Board,  an  outline  of  his  address,  and  was  anthor- 
ized  to  write  and  hand  it  in  to  the  Secretarv  after  the  meeting.  [See  pages 
1-Ud.l 

The  Secretary  read  a  brief  announcement  of  business  he  desired  to  bring 
before  the  Board. 

Dr.  11.  C.  Kedzie  presented  a  letter  from  Theo.  H.  Monk,  of  the  Meteorol- 
ogical Office,  Toronto,  Out.,  relative  to  adopting  the  system  of  health  and 
weather  observations  used  by  this  Board. 

Dr.  Baker  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.  Squiix),  Secretary  of  the 
Epidemiological  Society  of  Loudon,  England,  expressing  interest  in  the  work 
of  this  Board,  especially  in  the  restriction  and  prevention  of  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  Because  of  a  statement  concerning  the  persistence  of  the  con- 
tagium  in  scarlet  fever,  the  communication  was  referred  to  Dr.  H.  0.  Hitch- 
cock, committee  on  epidemic  diseases,  etc. 

Dr.  R.  C.  Kedzie  mentioned  having  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Avery,  of 
Baltimore,  which  stated  that  a  thin  electro-plating  of  silver  on  tin  utensils 
would  prevent  poisoning  thereby. 

The  Secretary  presented  the  subject  of  diseases  of  animals  as  relates  to  pab- 
Ijp  VtofLlhb.    Ho  mentioned  a  petition  asking  the  Qovernor  to  appoint  a  com- 
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missiou  to  act  with  reference  to  the  Texan  cattle  disease  and  other  diseases  of 
animals;  also  a  letter  from  A.  J.  Marraj,  V.  S.,  of  Detroit,  on  the  subject; 
also  a  letter  from  John  S.  Billings,  M.  D.,  expressing  his  hope  that  the  Board 
would  act  in  this  direction. 

It  was  voted  that  there  be  appointed  a  standing  committee  on  ''diseases  of 
animals  in  relation  to  public  health/^  and  that  all  papers  and  communications 
the  subject  be  referred  to  that  committee. 

The  Secretary  read  his  quarterly  report  of  work  done  in  the  oflSce. 

Dr.  Baker  presented  the  subject,  and  it  was  yoted  that  health  officers  be 
asked  to  report  hereafter  the  cause  of  fires. 

Bev.  D.  C.  Jacokes  presented  a  resolution,  which,  after  amendment,  was 
adopted  as  follows : 

That  the  Secretary  be  anthorlsed  to  prepare  and  iBsne  circulars  ou  fpecial  subjects  to  a  large 
number  of  persons;  provided  such  circulars  are  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  members  of  the 
Board,  and  provided  further,  that  such  circulars  be  not  issued  until  after  the  close  of  the  appro- 
priation year  1879.  « 

The  Secretary  presented  the  analysis  of  drinking-water,  sent  by  Dr.  H.  G. 
Olapp,  of  Mendon,  and  supposed  to  have  caused  typhoid  fever,  made  by  Dr.  £.  C. 
Kedzie.  The  whole  subject  was  referred  to  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  commit- 
tee on  epidemic,  endemic*  and  contagious  diseases.     [See  page  136.] 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  print  the  President's  address  and  other 
papers  ordered  published  in  the  Annual  Beport  for  1879  as  fast  as  practicable. 

Dr.  Baker  announced  the  meeting  of  the  American  Social  Science  Associa- 
tion at  Saratoga,  and  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker  was  asked  to  attend  on  behalf  of 
this  board. 

The  Secretary  presented  a  sanitary  tract  on  the  prevention  of  cholera 
infantum,  and  suggested  the  preparation  of  something  similar  for  the  Annual 
Beport  for  1879.  It  was  referr^  to  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.>  committee  on 
epidemic,  endemic,  and  contagious  diseases. 

A  list  of  names  of  persons  proposed  as  regular  correspondents  of  the  Board 
was  read,  the  proposal  approved,  and  the  Secretary  directed  to  ask  them  to 
accept. 

The  Secretary  presented  several  communications  and  reports  from  E.  N. 
Palmer,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  Mich.,  relative  to  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria 
in  that  village  and  vicinity.  They  were  referred  to  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  M.  D. 
[See  pages  106-111.] 

It  was  voted  that  the  replies  of  regular  correspondents  on  Water-Supply 
should  be  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport.     [See  pages  279-288.] 

A  circular  on  Drainage,  issued  by  the  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health, 
was  referred  to  H.  P.  Lyster,  M.  D. 

The  Secretary  presented  Bules  and  Begulations  of  the  Sanitary  Association 
of  Lynn,  and  a  communication  from  H.  B.  Storer,  M.  D.,  relative  to  the  San- 
itary Protection  Association  of  Newport.  The  subject  of  the  formation  of 
such  associations  was  discussed,  and  the  following  resolution  was  passed: 
Resolved^  That  this  State  Board  of  Health  heartily  favors  the  organization  of 
Sanitary  Associations  auxiliary  to  local  boards  of  health. 

The  Secretary  presented  circulars  from  the  National  Board  of  Health,  and 
a  communication  from  the  President  of  the  National  Board  requesting  that 
this  board  present  its  views  on  a  national  health  service.  Dr.  Hitchcock  was 
appointed  a  special  committee  to  prepare  a  plan  for  a  national  health  service, 
and  to  submit  it  to  the  members  of  the  Board  for  their  approval  and  signatures. 
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The  Pregidcnt  presented  the  subject  of  the  reorganization  of  the  standing 
committees.  The  by-laws  were  amended  as  follows:  Committees  Nos.  5  and 
10  were  consolidated,  and  entitled,  ''No.  5.  Climate,  geology,  topography, 
and  vegetation,  in  their  relations  to  health."  Committee  No.  8  was  so 
amended  as  to  be  entitled,  ''8.  Occupations,  recreations,  and  habits  in  rela- 
tion to  health.^' 

The  new  standing  committee  on  sanitary  survey  was  made  No.  10.  Section 
2  of  Article  III.  of  the  by-laws  is  therefore  practically  amended  to  read  as 
follows:  ''Sec.  2.  Standing  committees,  except  No.  10,  on  sanitary  sarvey, 
shall  each  consist  of  one  member." 

A  new  committee,  previously  voted,  was  entitled  "No.  15.  Diseases  of  ani- 
mals in  relation  to  public  health." 

The  standing  committees  as  reorganized  were  appointed  as  per  list  on  pages 
vii-viii  of  this  Report. 

At  two  o'clock  Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  came  in  and  took  his  seat  as  a 
member  of  the  Board. 

Bills  were  audited — vouchers  427-462  inclusive. 

Hon.  LcRoy  Parker,  committee  on  finances  of  the  board,  reported  that  the 
appropriation  for  1879  was  nearly  exhausted. 

The  order  given  the  Secretary  at  the  last  meeting  requiring  him  to  ascertain 
how  many  Beports  of  this  Board  were  in  the  hands  of  each  officer  of  a  local 
board  of  health  was  suspended. 

Dr.  nitchcock.  commltteo  No.  1,  reported  haying  receiTed  from  the  Secretary,  since  the  Imft 
meeting,  the  following  communications  which  bad  been  referred  to  him: 

A  letter  and  two  maps  from  C.  W.  Marvin,  of  Ithaca,  relative  to  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria.    [Bee 
paxes  111-115.] 

Communication  from  R.  B.  Smith,  M.  D.,  concerning  oryblpolas  and  puerperal   fever.     [See 
pages  131-2:] 

iTetter  from  W.  H.  IL  Knapp.  relative  to  diphtheria.    [See  pages  117-9L] 

Communication  from  Dr.  Biiltoii  Chase,  relative  to  diphtheria  at  Otsego.    [See  pages  lia-ltLJ 

Communication  from  Mrs.  M.  J.  Williams  on  the  causation  of  diphtheria.    [See  pasres  128-1.1 

Replies  bf  L.  W.  Bliss,  concerning  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever,  and  Dr.  Herlg's  letter  traiif- 
mltting  the  same  to  this  office.    ISeo  page  132.] 

Communications  from  W.  IL  Rouse,  M.  D.,  concerning  erysipelas  and  puerperal   feTer.     [See 
pages  132-a] 

£etter  and  map  from  C.  W.  Marvin,  relative  to  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria.    [See  pages  lll>llflL7 

Commmunication  explaining  map  mentioned  above. 

Communication  from  IL  C.  Clapp,  M.  D.,  relative  to  sickness  simulating  typhoid  ferer,  supposed 
to  have  been  caused  by  bad  water.    [See  pages  184-6.] 

Communication  from  F.  Goodwin,  M.  D.,  relative  to  transmission  of  diphtheria  by  milk.    [See 
page  WL] 

Communication  from  C.  W.  Marvin,  explaining  a  map  of  the  diphtheria  district  N.E.  of  Ithaca. 

Communication  from  £.  P.  Christian,  M.  D.,  relative  to  authority  for  killing  a  horse  with  the 
glanders.    |  See  pages  803-4.] 

Copies  of  two  communications  relative  to  cases  of  sporadic  cholera  and  typhoid  fever  in  Bridge* 
hampton  township,  Sanllao  county.    [See  pages  186-7.1 

Henry  F.  Lyster,  M.  D.,  reported  having  received  the  following  communications  referred  to  the 
committee  on  sewerage  and  drainage: 

Letter  from  George  Miller,  health  officer  of  Warren  township.  Midland  county,  complaining  of 
water  In  ditches  along  the  F.  A  P.  M.  R.  R.,  with  a  copy  of  Dr.  Baker's  reply  to  same. 

Communication  relative  to  flooded  lands  in  Gratiot  Co.,  from  P.  R.  Phillips. 

Communication  relative  to  the  same  subject  from  Seneca  Sly. 

Communication  relative  to  the  same  subject  from  Roswell  Danley. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Kedzie,  as  committee,  reported  having  received  a  commnnica- 
tion  from  the  Secretary  relative  to  the  poisoning  of  a  man  by  drinking  lemon- 
ade sold  from  a  zinc  water-cooler,  and  said  the  poisoning  was  caused  by  a  salt 
of  zinc  formed  by  the  action  of  the  acid  of  the  lemon  on  the  zinc  in  which  it 
was  contained. 

Dr.  Kedzio  also  reported  having  analyzed  the  sample  of  water  from  Meudon, 
suspected  of  being  the  cause  of  cases  of  sickness  simulating  typhoid  fever,  and 
said  he  had  presented  his  statement  of  the  analysis  to  the  Secretary.  [See 
page  136.] 

Dr.  II.  0.  Hitchcock,  committee  on  disposal  of  excreta,  etc.,  presented  a 
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paper  on  Depot  Privies.    The  paper  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  ordered 
published  in  the  Annual  Report.     [See  pages  15-24.] 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  procure,  without  expense,  cuts  to  illustrate 
sanitary  appliances  mentioned  in  Dr.  Hitchcock's  paper. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  also  presented  an  outline  of  a  report,  which  he  proposed  to 
present  at  the  October  meeting,  on  Slaughter-Houses. 

Dr.  Hitchcock  reported  having  received  from  the  Secretary  a  commnnica 
tion  from  E.  C.  0.  Kellogg  relative  to  a  foul  railroad  privy;  also,  as  chairman 
of  the  Sanitary  Convention  committee,  a  communication   from  Charles  L. 
Marsh  relative  to  the  methods  adopted  by  the  Sanitary  Institute  of  Great 
Britain. 

As  Dr.  Hitchcock  desired  to  leave,  the  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and 
he  made  a  report,  as  chairman,  for  the  committee  on  sanitary  conventions. 
The  report  was  generally  discussed,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  committee  should 
secure  the  attendance  at  the  conventions  in  Detroit  and  Grand  Bapids  of 
prominent  sanitarians  from  abroad,  and  correspond  with  manufacturers  of, 
and  agents  for,  sanitary  apparatus  and  appliances,  relative  to  placing  their 
wares  on  exhibition.     The  report  of  the  committee  was  then  adopted. 

The  committee  was  directed  immediately  to  prepare  the  programs  for  the 
sanitary  conventions  at  Detroit  and  Grand  Bapids,  to  notify  the  persons 
expected  to  read  papers,  correspond  with  persons  expected  to  exhibit  sanitary 
appliances,  and  to  report  the  program  at  the  October  meeting  of  the  Board. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  resumed. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Kedzie,  committee  on  poisons,  etc.,  reported  a  letter  from  A. 
Nash,  M.  D.,  of  Lapeer,  containing  a  sample  of  red  flannel  which  had  caused 
sickness  by  wearing  it.  Dr.  Kedzie  said  the  flannel  was  colored  with  aniline 
in  which  arsenic  was  used,  and  the  flannel  also  contained  in  its  meshes  a  salt 
of  tin  used  as  a  mordant;  also  that,  except  by  chemical  examination,  there 
was  no  manner  of  distinguishing  the  difference  between  flannel  so  colored  and 
that  which  is  harmless. 

Hon.  LeRoy  Parker,  committee  on  legislation  relative  to  public  health, 
reported  a  letter  from  Edward  Batwell,  M.  D.,  of  Tpsilanti,  relative  to  bring- 
ing suit  in  certain  cases  bearing  on  public  health,  and  read  a  reply  he  had 
prepared  to  the  same.  The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  referred  back 
to  Mr.  Parker  for  revision  and  extension  and  ordered  published  in  the  Annual 
Beport  [A  paper  on  the  general  subject  of  the  Powers  and  Duties  of  Local 
Boards  of  Health,  written  in  part  with  reference  to  this  case,  is  printed  on 
pages  289-300  of  this  Beport.] 

Mr.  Parker  also  reported  on  a  letter  referred  to  him  from  H.  T.  Calkins, 
M.  D.,  relative  to  the  taking  of  the  XT.  S.  Census.  The  report  was  accepted 
with  thanks. 

Mr.  Parker  also  stated  that  he  had  investigated  the  subject  of  the  authority 
of  local  boards  of  health  to  kill  horses  sick  with  glanders,  and  would  present  a 
report  on  that  subject  at  the  next  meeting.  [Incorporated  in  his  paper  on 
page  300;  see  also  page  333  of  this  Beport.] 

Hon.  LeBoy  Parker  and  Dr.  H.  B.  Baker  were  appointed  a  committee  to 
confer  with  the  Board  of  State  Auditors  relative  to  the  allowance  from  the 
general  fund  of  bills  for  illustrations  in  the  forthcoming  Annual  Beport. 

Dr.  B.  C.  Kedzie  read  his  report  as  committee  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the 
Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  at  Memphis  and  Atlanta,  and  the 
meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association  at  Atlanta  May  6,  1879.    The 
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report  was  accepted  with  thanks  and  ordered  printed  in  the  Annual  Beport. 
[See  pages  25-44.] 

Dr.  11.  F.  Lyster  re[K)rted  his  attendance,  by  request  of  the  Board,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Michigan  State  Medical  Society  at  Detroit.  He  stated  that  at 
that  meeting  he  presented  a  paper  giving  an  outline  of  the  work  of  this  State 
Board  of  Health  since  its  organization. 

Dr.  Lyster  made  a  report  as  a  special  committee  on  examinatious,  by  this 
Board,  in  sanitary  science.  The  report  was  accepted  with  thanks,  and  it  was 
voted  to  transmit  a  copy  of  the  written  portion  of  his  report  to  each  member 
of  the  Board  to  be  reported  on  by  each  member  at  the  next  meeting  of 
the  Board.  [For  introduction  of  this  subject,  see  page  xlv. ;  for  plan 
adopted,  see  pages  509-512  of  this  Report.] 

The  Secretary  was  authorized  to  procure  illustrations  for  the  articles  on 
Meteorology  of  Michigan,  1878,  and  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases,  1878,  in  the 
forthcoming  Annual  Report. 

The  Secretary  was  directed  to  reply  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Siinitary  Asso- 
ciation of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  that  it  was  deemed  inexpedient  to  make  a 
detailed  report  from  this  Board. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 

Hesotved,  That  this  State  Board  of  Health  heartily  favors  the  organization  of  sanitary  ataocio. 
tions  auxiliary  to  local  boards  of  health. 

A  communication  from  Phil  Porter,  M.  D.,  health  officer  of  Jackson,  rela- 
tive to  decomposing  organic  matter  in  Grand  river,  was  referred  to  Dr.  H.  0. 
Hitchcock. 

Dr.  K.  C.  Eedzie  was  appointed  a  s])ecial  committee  to  revise  the  Rales  and 
Begulations  recommended  by  this  Boai*d  for  adoption  by  local  boards  of  health, 
and  to  utilize  in  such  revision  similar  rules  applicable  to  individuals  as  well  ai 
to  local  boards  of  health,  issued  by  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley. 

On  motion  the  Board  adjourned. 


SPECIAL  REPORTS,  COMMUNICATIONS,  ETC. 

lu  addition  to  the  communications,  the  receipt  of  which  have  been  reported, 
the  following  communications  have  been  referred  to  committees  froni  thii 
office : 

To  R.  C.  Kedzie,  M.  D.: 
Two  letters  from  Fred'k  II.  Seymour,  Secretary  Detroit  Fire  Commission,  relative  to  llrec  In 

Michigan  caused  by  kerosene  oil.    [See  page  9.] 
Letter  from  H.  A.  Hutchins  relative  to  the  standard  of  "headlight"  oil.    [In  this  Report.] 
Letter  from  F.  W.  Green,  State  Oil  Inspector,  Ohio,  relative  to  use  of  the  Foster  cup. 
Two  letters  from  Hon.  J.  Sarnighauscn  relative  to  the  Indiana  oil  law. 

Two  leters  from  O.  B.  Campbell,  M.  D.,  relative  to  a  lamp  explosion  near  Ovid.    [In  this  Report.] 
Letters  from  Perry  Avcrill,  State  Oil  Inspector,  Mich.,  relative  to  burning  of  Mrs.  Gnmmliigl' 
cottage  in  Detroit,  and  from  Deputy  Inspector  Willetts,  through  Mr.  Averill,  relative  to  bua- 
ing  of  the  Sherman  House  at  Flint.    [In  this  Report.] 
Letter  from  P.  Mlllspaugh  relative  to  the  MnisimuKh  oil-tester. 

Letter  from  Walter  G.  Elliot,  C.  E.,  relative  to  the  **S.  S.  Mann  Lamp  Gun,"  with  sectional  riew. 
To  IL  O.  HiTcncocK,  M.  D.: 
Letters  and  newspaper  clipping  from  H.  L.  Joy,  M.  D.,  and  B.  A.  Gallup,  M.  D.,  relative  to  scar- 
let fever  in  Marshall. 
To  H.  F.  Ltster,  M.  D.: 
Correspondence  between  Dr.  Lyster,  Dr.  Wellington  Carleton.and  the  Secretary  of  this  Board 
relative  to  cases  of  diabetes. 
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These  cominuiiicatious  have  all  been  returned  and  placed  on  file  in  the  office 
for  future  reference.     Some  of  them  are  printed  in  this  Report. 

ABSTRXCrS   FROM  ANNUAL   REPORTS  BY   HEALTH    OFFICERS  AND  CLERKS  OF 

LOCAL  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

Some  of  the  health  officers  and  clerks  of  local  boards  of  health  in  their 
annual  reports  to  this  office  for  the  year  1878,  made  very  full  reports  or  men- 
tioned interesting  circumstances  in  connection  with  the  prevalence  of  diph- 
theria, scarlet  fever,  or  typhoid  fever  within  their  jurisdiction,  abstracts  of 
which  it  has  been  thought  best  to  publish  here.  The  returns  by  clerks  and 
health  officers  were  not  yet  complete  and  generally  representative  enough  to 
make  a  very  instructive  compilation  for  the  State  or  by  counties. 

J.  W.  Griswold,  clerk  of  the  bourd  of  health  of  London  township,  Monroe  county,  reported  that 
according  to  his  hest  knowledge  and  belief  no  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health  existed 
which  were  not  reported  to  him.  He  reported  29  cases  of  diphtheria,  none  proTing  fktal;  400  cases 
of  whooping-cough,  two  being  fatal.  The  local  board  resolved  to  close  every  school  and  prohibit 
all  public  gatherings  in  the  township. 

W.  H.  Eely,  health  officer,  and  J.  J.  Littlejohn,  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  township  of 
Pineplains,  Allegan  Co.,  reported  in  detail  8S  cases  of  diphtheria,  four  of  which  were  fktal.  The 
details  are  for  each  case,  the  name,  age,  and  sex  of  the  person  sick,  date  taken  sick,  whether 
recovered,  living  or  died,  date  of  death  or  recovery,  date  when  the  facts  were  furnished  for 
record,  and  by  whom  furnished.  The  disease  (first  case)  was  contracted  at  Allegan.  The  reported 
unsanitary  conditions  were— for  one  case,  proximity  to  a  mill  pond  where  there  was  decaying 
vegetable  matter;  for  another,  drinking  water  from  a  well  tightly  covered  and  unused  for  three 
months  previous;  for  four  cases  of  same  surname  and  probably  same  family,  bad  ventilation  or  too 
large  a  family  crowded  into  a  small  house.  The  local  board  of  health  ordered  the  disinfection  of 
school-honse  privy.vaults,  and  advised  the  quarantine  of  cases  of  diphtheria.  The  disease  was 
present  from  August  till  December. 

Amos  G.  Chase,  M.  D.,  health  officer  of  Ada  township,  Kent  Co.,  reported  18  cases  of  diph- 
theria, 13  in  detail,  and  five  as  not  having  been  reported  to  him.  Two  cases  were  fatal.  He  does 
not  know  the  source  of  contagion  or  infection,  and  the  board  of  health  had  held  no  meeting. 
The  disease  was  present  at  the  time  of  making  the  report.  Dr.  Chase  states  that  he  does  not 
know  the  origin  of  the  diphtheria  which  he  reported  for  1878.  But  for  1877  he  reported  61  cases 
of  diphtheria  (33  of  them  in  detail  and  18  as  not  having  been  reported  to  him  in  detail)  in  Ada 
township,  and  stated  that  previously  to  its  outbreak  there,  Mt  had  been  raging  since  June  with 
fearful  mortality  in  Grand  Bapids  city,  ten  miles  from  us.'  It  is  at  least  possible  that  the  diph- 
theria which  occurred  in  1878  was  derived  by  contagion  f^m  that  of  1877.  From  Plainfleld, 
Cannon,  and  Algoma  townships,  also,  adjoining  or  near  Ada  township,  diphtheria  was  reported 
in  January  and  February,  1878.    See  pages  878*381  of  the  Annual  Report  of  this  Board  for  1877. 

William  Erity,  health  officer,  and  E.  S.  Blakeslee,  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  of  Southfleld 
township,  Oakland  Co.,  reported  19  cases  of  diphtheria,  including  two  deaths.  No  meeting  of  the 
board  was  hold  during  the  year.  Mr.  Blakeslee  states  "The  supposed  cause  of  the  diphtheria 
reported  was  impure  water— the  locality  is  rather  low  land  and  during  the  dry  weather  this 
sickness  occurred.  As  the  water  in  the  wells  was  principally  surface  water,  the  theory  seems 
plausible." 

If  diphtheria  is,  as  it  is  now  believed  to  be,  a  specific  contagious  disease,  the 
above  ''theory''  however  << plausible"  will  require  for  its  establishment  much 
stronger  evidence  than  the  many  such  coincidences  which  have  been  observed. 

I.  W.  Badger,  M.  D.,  health  officer  of  the  city  of  Big  Haplds,  reported  8S  cases  of  diphtheria, 
including  one  death;  and  stated  that  the  diphtheria  was  of  a  milder  type  than  that  reported  In 
other  portions  of  the  State.    The  board  of  health  had  no  meetings  which  he  attended. 

H.  J.  Hale,  M.  D.,  health  officer  of  the  village  of  Grass  Lake,  Jackson  Co.,  reported  86  cases  of 
diphtheria,  including  eight  deaths.  The  disease  was  brought  in  by  a  visiting  family  from  the  West. 
The  well  children  were  allowed  to  attend  school,  and  from  these,  he  stated,  it  spread.  He  thinks 
if  the  school  had  been  promptly  closed  the  disease  might  have  been  stamped  out.  A.  T.  Lawrence, 
clerk  of  the  board  of  health,  reported  these  cases  in  detail.  ^  From  his  record,  it  appears  that  five 
cases  were  reported  in  January,  1879.  He  reported  a  woman  60  years  old, another  45  years  old,  and  a 
man  aged  30  as  having  the  disease,  the  illness  lasting  five,  six,  and  fourteen  days  respectively.  The 
disease  was  prevailing  when  the  reports  were  made,  the  board  of  health  apparently  making  no 
effort  to  stop  its  spread. 
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Dr.  Asa  K.  Warren,  health  officer  of  Olirct  Tillage.  Eaton  Co.,  reported  40  cases  of  diphtheria, 
eleven  of  which  were  fktaL  The  board  of  health  met  five  times  during  the  year,  and  adopted  a 
series  of  rales  for  the  government  ofithe  board. 

Dr.  Walter  H.  Bills,  health  officer  of  Allegan,  reported  in  detail  96  cases  of  diphtheria,  fire  being 
fktal,  and  15  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  none  fatal.  In  regard  to  diphtheria  he  states  that  It  *<orUriiiated 
in  an  old  house  standing  upon  the  banks  of  a  stagnant  pond,  and  nearly  all  the  other  cases  originated 
from  contagion  direct.'*  The  source  of  contagion  or  infection  of  the  scarlet  fever  la  unknown.  He 
also  reported  one  case  of  typhoid  fever  in  a  family  which  **uscd  water  from  a  well  situated  only  M 
feet  from  an  old  privy.vanlt.*' 

8.  S.  Messenger,  M.  D.,  health  officer  of  Oneida  township,  Eaton  Co.,  reported  38  cases  of  scarlet 
fever,  none  fatal.  lie  states  that  many  of  the  cases  wore  isolated,  and  In  many  cases  one  or  twe 
members  only  were  affected,  the  remainder  escaping.  The  board  of  health  met  twice  during  the 
year,  ordered  the  schools  closed,  and  recommended  strict  sanitary  measures. 

J.  W.  Thomas,  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  of  Keelor  township.  Van  Buren  Co.,  reported  14  casea 
of  scarlet  fever,  the  disease  being  ini|>ortod  from  the  adjoining  county  of  Berrien.  None  of  the 
cases  were  fatal. 

Abnor  B.  Fitch,  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  township  of  Wales,  St.  Clair  Co.,  reported  41 
cases  of  scarlet  fever.  Including  seven  deaths.  He  states  that  the  first  case  originated  In  **  the  use 
of  clothes  that  had  formerly  boon  infected  by  a  family  who  had  used  them  and  who  had  the 
scarlet  fever,  after  which  they  were  boxed  up  and  left  in  a  house  until  this  flamily  moved  in, 
unboxed  and  used  the  goods,  and  thus  the  disease  was  cummnnicated.*'  At  the  time  of  making  his 
report  there  were  80  cases  of  scarlet  fever  prevailing.    (March  8, 1879.) 

Dr.  Joseph  H.  Cowell,  health  officer  of  East  Saginaw,  reported  SS5  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  85  la 
detail,  including  3  deaths;  he  also  reported  82 cases  of  diphtheria,  including  18 deaths.  He  reported 
IS  of  the  cases  in  detail.  The  source  of  scarlet  fever  he  is  unable  to  determine;  the  diphthexto 
was  imported  from  Saginaw  City.  He  also  reported  180  cases  of  inflammation  of  throat,  and  states 
in  a  letter,  that  "a  number  of  cases  have  been  undoubtedly  reported  as  diphtheria,  tliat  were  not 
that  disease."    He  reported  85  deaths  from  typho.malarial  fever. 

Ill  reply  to  the  demand  for  an  annual  report  of  diseases,  a  health  officer  or 
clerk  sometimes  writes  that  he  has  no  report  to  make  because  there  has  been 
little  or  no  sickness.  But  it  is  just  as  important,  in  making  up  a  statement  for 
the  State,  to  know  in  what  localities  there  was  no  sickness  as  to  know  what 
sickness  and  how  much  sickness  there  was  where  there  was  the  most  sickness* 
The  fact  of  there  having  been  no  sickness,  or  but  little, — and  if  but  little,  what 
that  little  was — is  an  important  one  to  bo  reported.  One  or  two  samples  of 
letters  from  officers  who  'Miave  no  report  to  make"  are  here  inserted  with 
comments  to  show  that  it  is  important  that  a  report  should  be  made  in 
every  case. 

NO  DISEASES  ON  THE  RECORD,  NO  DEATHS,— COMMUNICATION  FROM  SUPERVISOR  OF 

CUSTER  TOWNSHIP,  ANTRIM  COUNTY. 

Mancelona^  Mich.,  February  25, 1870, 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Sir:— Your  favor  is  received.  I  would  say  in  reply,  that  no  diseases  appear 
on  the  health  record  for  the  past  year.  The  health  of  our  people  has  been  remark- 
ably good,  no  deaths  have  occurred;  hence  there  is  nothing  to  report. 

Yours  truly,  A.  G.  JACKSON, 

Supervisor  Custer  Township^  Antrim  Co, 

NO  CASE  OF  sickness  DURING  THE  YEAR,— C03IMUNICATI0N  FROM  CLERK  OF  IN- 

GALL8TON  TOWNSHIP,  MENOMINEE  CO. 

Menominee^  Mich,^  February  11^  1879,     • 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Sir:— I  have  no  report  to  make  of  our  health  board,  for  we  had  not  a  single 
case  of  sickness  during  the  year.  We  are  a  very  tliinly  settled  township,  and  a  very 
healthy  locality.  The  name  of  our  health  officer  is  George  W.  Estover.  He  is  not  a 
physician.    His  postoffice  address  is  Menominee. 

Yours,  very  respectfully,  E.  D.  HAYNES, 

Clerk  of  Board  of  IleaUh  of  IngaUston  Township^  Menominee  Co, 

A  knowledge  of  the  presence  or  absence  of  given  conditions  in  localities 
where  there  is  but  little  sickness,  or  no  sickness,  or  no  sickness  from  a  given 
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disease,  constitates  a  necessary  link  in  the  chain  of  evidence  concerning  the 
causation  of  a  disease.  To  secare  this  information  is  the  aim  of  some  of  the 
questions  in  the  blank  for  the  annual  report.  And  it  should  be  remembered 
by  those  who  fill  the  blanks,  that  though  there  may  seem  to  be  but  little  value 
in  a  reply  tx)  a  question  considered  in  reference  to  a  single  locality,  the  concur- 
rence of  a  large  number  of  replies,  or  even  the  non-concurrence  or  the  dissimi- 
larity of  the  replies  when  a  larger  number  are  studied  together^  may  establish 
an  important  theory  or  overthrow  a  false  hypothesis.  In  the  following  com- 
munication from  the  health  officer,  facts  are  given  concerning  the  freedom 
from  sickness  reported  by  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  health  of  Ingallston 
township.  Such  a  locality,  in  which  the  inhabitants  are  nearly  all  in  the 
middle  or  ''prime  of  life,"  should  be  nearly  free  from  disease. 

REASONS    ASSIGNED   FOB    HBALTHFCLNESS    OF  THE   TOWNSHIP   OF    INGALLSTON,   BT 

GEO.  W.  ESTOVER,  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Menominee^  Michigan^  Feb.  27,  2879. 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Sir:— I  send  you  this  dsy  the  report  from  this  township.  You  may  think 
it  a  little  singular  that  we  have  had  no  sickness  in  our  township,  but  if  jou  will  look 
at  the  map  you  will  see  that  wo  are  on  the  borders  of  Green  Bay.  Almost  our 
whole  male  population  follow  fishing  as  a  means  of  livelihood;  and  besides  we  have 
no  saloons,  no  paupers,  no  lawyers,  or  doctors;  and  each  and  ail  have  plenty  of  work. 
I  trust  our  health  officer  may  return  tlie  same  report  for  years  to  come.  Eloping  this 
may  be  deemed  satisfactory, 

I  remain  respectfully  yours,  GEORGE  W.  ESTOVER, 

Health  Offlcer^  Township  of  Ingalleton^  Menominee  Co.,  Mich. 

NO    case    of    DIPHTHERIA,    SCARLATINA,    TYPHOID    FEVER,    WHOOPING-COUGH,    OR 
MEASLES— COMMUNICATION   FROM  D.  C.  HOLLY,  M.  D.,  OF  VERNON,  MICH. 

Vernon,  Mich.,  July  12,  1878. 

Secretary  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Doctor:— The  public  health  in  this  section  of  the  State  for  the  last  year 
has  been  remarkably  good,  sporadic  intermit  tents,  catarrhs,  a  few  cases  of  pneumonia 
have  constituted  the  bulk  of^the  physician^s  labors  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Of 
diphtiieria,  scarlatina,  typhoid  fever,  wliooping-cough,  measles,  not  a  case  has  been 
seen  in  this  vicinity.  Public  hygiene  is  becoming  better  understood  and  practiced. 
Drive  wells  are  largely  taking  the  place  of  the  old  open  wells,  thus  cutting  off  a 
fruitful  source  of  sickness  and  death.  Water-courses  are  being  opened,  drains  con- 
structed, stagnant  water  got  rid  of,  farms  cleared  up,  and  malarial  influences  largely 
abated.  Kespectfully  yours,  D.  O.  HOLLY,  M.  1). 

OVER  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  EIGHTEEN  CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  CALVIN  TOWNSHIP, 
CASS  COUNTY,— REPORTED  BY  J.  H.  GREGG,  TOWNSHIP  CLEUK. 

Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir:— ♦  ♦  ♦  ♦  Dr.  J.  M.  Wright,  of  Brownsville,  reports  118  cases  of 
diphtheria  in  1878,  and  six  deaths  from  the  same  disease.  Other  cases  are  known  to 
have  been  treated,  but  I  do  not  know  how  many. 

Yours,  respectfully,  J.  H.  GREGO, 

February  20,  1879.  Town  Clerk  Calvin  Township,  Cass  Co.,  Mich. 

isolation  in  WHOOPING-COUGH,  SICKNESS  IN  PALMYRA  TOWNSHIP  IN  1878,-COM- 
MUNICATION  FROM  J.  R  REYNOLDS,  M.  D.,  HEALTH  OFFICER. 

Palmyra,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.,  February  8, 1879. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Doctor:— Enclosed  please  find  my  annual  report  for  1878.  It  will  show 
whooping-cough  plenty.  It  was  not  until  I  insisted  upon  our  village  not  having  a 
Fall  term  of  school  that  I  could  isolate  the  cases;  then  with  eighteen  csmeB  in  the 
small  village  of  250  inhabitants,  I  so  thoroughlv  isolated  that  not  one  other  case  was 
exposed.  The  first  case  of  scarlet  fever  was  brought  from  Toledo  before  we  knew 
what  it  was;  the  second  from  Raisin  township,  where  very  many  were  having  it; 
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and  one  case  took  It  from  moving  into  a  house  where  another  family  had  had  it  the 
year  before.  In  all  of  them  the  throat  symptoms  were  serious.  No  sequelae  to  any 
of  them. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  premises  of  both  cases  of  typhoid  feyer  was  bad,  but 
I  could  find  no  specific  cause;  both  were  in  young  persons  and  made  good  recoveries. 
Two  cases  of  diphtheria  made  good  recoveries  in  both  cases;  the  houses  were  down 
flat  on  the  ground  and  floors  moist  from  dirt  beneath. 

There  occurred  one  death  from  acute  diabetes  meliitus,  a  female,  aged  60,  married, 
had  been  an  epileptic  from  the  age  of  15  to  49.  With  cessation  of  menses  the 
epilepsy  disappeared ;  but  she  had  transmitted^^  the  flts^^  to  son  and  grand-daughter. 

Six  of  the  seventeen  persons  who  died  in  this  township  during  1878  had  not 
resided  here  more  than  four  months;  and  those  six  were  only  traveling  for  their 
health  or  visiting  here. 

The  river  Raisin  is  dammed  here  in  the  village  and  covers  and  uncovers  the 
bottoms  very  often.  We  had  more  cases  of  malarial  fever  last  year  than  any  year  in 
the  last  ten  years;  and  the  cases  were  invariably  longer  in  recovering  their  strength; 
but  tlie  congestive  part  of  the  fever  was  not  so  well  marked  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

The  month  of  September  was  by  far  the  sickliest;  at  one  time  three  per  cent  of 
the  1700  inhabitants  were  having  some  typo  of  malarial  fevers.  More  of  those 
nearest  the  river  were  sick,  and  less  of  those  farthest  away  were  sick. 

Cholera  infantum  scarcely  visited  us;  in  fact  I  do  not  believe  there  was  a  well- 
marked  case  in  the  township  in  1878. 

At  the  date  at  which  I  am  writing  influenza  is  prevailing  and  in  many  instances 
in  children  is  amounting  to  broncho-pneumonia. 

Yours,  very  truly,  J.  H.  REYNOLDS,  M.  D. 

In  oi*dcr  to  put  certain  facts  on  record,  and  to  answer  questions  of  interest 
to  local  health  authorities,  tho  following  communications  are  here  printed ; 
they  are  somewhat  disconnected  in  subject: 

SMUT  IS  CORN,  IN  ISTS.-OOMMUNICATIOX  FROM  LEE  S.  COBB,  OP  NIRVANA. 

Nirvana,  Mich.,  January,  1S79, 
Secretary  State  ^oard  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir: — The  corn  hereabouts  was  more  aflectcd  with  '*  smut'^  last  season  than 
I  ever  saw  it, — dent  corn  was  affected  more  than  flint,  and  the  latter  more  than 
sweet  corn.  My  dent  corn  was  smutty  not  only  on  the  tassels  and  ears,  but  also  on  the 
stalks  between  the  Joints.  I  was  very  careful  to  remove  all  of  it,  as  I  have  been 
informed  it  is  injurious  to  stock.  I  never  saw  any  bad  effects  caused  by  stock  eating 
smut,  but  I  never  saw  but  little  of  it.  Some  spring  wheat  near  here  was  also 
afi'ected.  Rye  about  as  usual—a  very  little—and  I  think  a  very  few  pieces  of  winter 
wheat  a  very  little.  LEE  S.  COBB. 

NOTICES  OP  DISEASES  DANGEROUS  TO  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH,  DUTIES  OP  HEALTH 
OFFICERS,— COMMUNICATION  FROM  G.  W.  SPALSBURY,  M.  D.,  HEALTH  OFFICER  OP 
LEONIDAS  TOWNSHIP,  ST.  JOSEPH  CO. 

Leonidas,  Mich.,  Jan.  16,  1S79. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Sir:— (I.)  The  law  requires  that  when  a  physician  is  called  to  a  case  of  a  disease 
dangerous  to  the  public  health  he  shall  report  the  same  to  the  board  of  health  or  to 
the  health  officer.  Suppose  the  attending  physician  is  the  health  officer,  should  he 
report  to  the  board  of  health,  or  is  it  sufficient  that  he  make  a  record  of  the  case  to 
be  forwarded  with  his  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health? 

(2.)  He  is  required  to  report  immediately,  and  among  other  things  is  to  state  whether 
the  patient  recovered  or  died.  I  do  not  see  how  these  questions  are  to  be  answered 
immediately  in  cases  that  often  involves  sickness  of  several  woeks^  duration;  for 
example,  small-pox,  measles,  whooping-cough,  etc.,  and  yet  I  can  find  nothing  in  the 
law  which  requires  a  subsequent  report. 

Very  respectfully,  G.   W.  SPALSBURY,  M.  D., 

HeaUh  Officer. 
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REPLY  TO  THB  FOREGOING  INQUIRIES,  BT  THE  8ECRBTART  OF  THE  STATE    BOARD  OF 

HEALTH. 

Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,      ) 
Office  of  t?ie  Secretary^  Lansing^  Jan.  17,  1879. ) 

,0.  W.  SpaUbury^  M.  Z>.,  Health  Officer  of  Leonidas  Township,  St.  Joseph  Co.: 

Dear  Sir:— Your  communication  of  January  16,  relative  to  the  duties  of  health 
officers  is  receiyed.    I  reply  as  follows:— 

(1.)  In  my  opinion,  one  important  purpose  of  the  law  which  requires  immediate 
notice  of  occurrence  of  diseases  which  endanger  the  public  health  to  be  given  to  the 
board  of  health  or  to  the  health  officer  is  to  enable  those  charged  with  the  duty  of 
protecting  the  public  health  to  act  promptly  for  the  restriction  of  the  disease 
reported;  therefore,  if  the  health  officer  is  not  empowered,  by  the  board  of  health 
of  which  he  is  an  executive  officer,  to  act  promptly  and  vigorously  for  the  restriction 
of  the  disease,  he  should  immediately  notify  the  local  M>ard  of  health  concerning 
any  case  of  a  disease  which  endangers  the  public  health,  which  he  is  called  to  visit. 
Under  such  circumstances  he  should  also  notify  the  board  of  health  of  any  case  of 
disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health  which  in  any  way  comes  to  his  knowledge. 
It  seems  desirable,  however,  that  each  local  board  shall  authorize  and  require  Its 
health  officer  to  act  promptly,  vigorouslv,  and  thoroughly  for  the  restriction  of  anv 
such  disease,  whenever  a  case  which  endangers  people  within  his  Jurisdiction,  shall 
come  to  his  knowledge. 

(2.)  The  law  does  not  require  that  the  notice  shall  include  statements  relative  to 
the  termination  of  the  sickness;  but  the  form  of  notice  recommended  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  has  columns  for  the  entry  of  such  statements,  whenever  it  Is  possi- 
ble to  do  so,  as  will  be  the  case  when  the  patient  dies  or  recovers  before  the  house- 
holder learns  that  the  disease  was  one  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  or  before  the 
physician,  called  near  the  termination,  has  time  to  make  a  report;  and  these  addi- 
tional facts  should  be  given  in  the  first  notice,  and  subsequently  whenever  It  is 
possible,  because  they  add  to  the  value  of  the  permanent  record  in  the  offices  of  the 
health  officer  and  clerk  of  the  local  board,  and  also  make  the  report  to  the  State 
Board  of  Health  more  valuable. 

I  send  you  two  circulars,  25  and  28,  Issued  by  this  Board,  and  which  seem  to  bear 
directly  upon  this  subject.  Any  aid  which  this  office  can  render  you  will  be 
gladlv  given.  Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary. 

DANGEROUS  ILLUMINATING  OILS. 

Because  of  measures  for  the  public  safety  which  have  becu  adopted  in  this 
State,  there  has  been  a  very  great  decrease — almost  an  entire  absence— of 
horrible  deaths  and  mutilations  by  lamp  explosions  within  the  State  during  the 
past  few  years;  but  inasmuch  as  there  still  continues  to  be  a  sufficient  number 
of  explosions  to  show  that  there  is  yet  danger  to  life  in  the  use  of  illuminating 
oil,  and  especially  as  it  appears  that  there  is  some  danger  in  using  oil  which 
the  State  brands  as  safe  oil,  the  subject  still  demands  attention. 

KEROSENE  LAMP  EXPLOSION  WHERE  THE  FIRE  WENT  OUT  OF  IT3ELF.-C0MMUNI 

CATIONS  FROM  O.  B.  CAMPBELL,  M.  D.,  OVID. 

Ovid,  April  16, 1879. 

Dear  Doctor:-— At  the  time  of  the  explosiou  the  people  were  not  at  home.  The 
lamp  was  nearly  full  of  oil,  and  turned  down.  It  was  broken  into  several  pieces,  and 
fragments  of  glass  and  particles  of  oil  were  thrown  several  feet  from  the  table.  The 
spread  was  burned  nearly  up  and  a  lar^e  hole  burned  in  the  carpet,  besides  soiling 
the  room  generally  with  smolce,  etc.  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  about  an  ounce  of 
the  same  oil  which  I  will  send  you  by  express. 

Yours,  very  truly,  OLIVER  B.  CAMPBELL. 

Ovid,  May  i,  1879. 

Dear  Doctor:— Your  letter  of  April  21  was  duly  received  stating  that  the  specimen 
of  oil  sent  you  bore  a  high  flash-test.  I  have  again  seen  the  parties  where  the  explosion 
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occurred,  and  they  say  the  oil  sent  yoa  was  a  tme  specimen  of  the  kind  that  exploded. 
*  *  *  The  fire  went  out  of  its  own  accord,  probably  owing  to  the  fact  that  the 
carpet  was  all  wool  and  the  house  closed  tightly.  1  will  send  you  the  burner  of  the 
exploded  lamp  by  mail  to-day.    *       *       *. 

Yours  truly,  OLIVER  B.  CAMPBELL. 

The  burner  was  one  of  the  Argand  variety,  which  frequently  becomes 
considerably  heated,  especially  with  a  charred  wick,  or  when  the  wick 
is  turned  down.  The  dying  out  of  the  fire  is  quite  different  from  the 
•usual  cases  of  explosion,  where  oil  of  low  flash-test  is  used,  which  fills  the  whole 
room  with  an  inflammable  vapor. 

The  following  letter  shows  how  a  more  inflammable  oil  behaves  under  similar 
circumstances;  but  there  eeems  to  be  some  doubt  as  to  just  how  inflammable 
the  oil  was. 

BBPOUT  OF  "KEROSENE  ACCIDENT"  AT  FLINT. 

Flinty  June  14, 1879. 

Perry  Avebill,  esq.— Z>ear  ^^r;— Your  postal  arrived  this  morning.  I  went  to 
see  Hr.  Jas.  Hurley,  proprietor  of  Sherman  House.  Had  a  conversation  with  him 
about  the  orijcin  of  the  fire.  Facts  are  thus:  Mrs.  Hurley  had  a  lamp  down  stairs  on 
first  fioor,  and  carried  it  up  stairs  to  the  oil-room  on  second  fioor,  which  is  a  small 
room  with  window  in  it.  Near  this  window  is  a  tabic,  on  which  stand  all  the  lamps 
used  in  the  house.  They  usually  keep  a  few  lamps  burning  on  this  table,  for  the 
lodeers  to  retire  with.  This  window  was  open,  but  the  curtain  was  doWn  and  flying 
witn  the  breeze.  Now,  after  Mrs.  Hurley  had  left  the  lamp  on  this  table  she  went  to 
the  parlor,  which  is  in  the  front  part  of  the  house,  on  second  floor.  Had  not  been 
gone  more  than  five  or  ten  minutes,  when  she  heard  something  fall,  and  then  a  scream 
of  ^  Fire  I'*  and  soon  the  whole  house  was  in  flames.  Now,  my  theory  is,  that  the 
wind  blew  this  curtain  against  the  lamp  and  tipped  it  off  from  the  table,  and  the 
floor  being  saturated  with  oil  it  soon  caught. 

Hr.  Parker  brought  me  some  oil  the  next  day,  and  requested  me  to  test  it,  which 
1  did.  It  stood  141°  F.  He  then  told  me  that  it  was  the  same  oil,  or  out  of  the  same 
barrel  that  Mr.  Hurley  obtained  his  oil  at  Mason  &  Co^s.  He  said  he  went  to  Mason 
&  Co.  and  asked  for  the  same  oil  that  Mr.  Hurley  had  bought  a  week  before  this. 
These  are  as  near  the  facts  as  1  can  g^et  at.  Masou  &  Co.  told  me  that  you  had 
inspected  a  sample  of  the  oil  which  I  rejected  and  pronounced  it  141  oil.  If  so  I  do 
not  think  my  thermometer  is  correct,  or  some  ''crook"  somewhere.  After  your 
letter  to  me  about  the  oil  I  went  to  get  a  second  sample  of  the  same  oil  and  It  only 
stood  136"*  by  following  your  directions  to  the  letter.  My  father  also  tested  It  and 
found  it  the  same.  Whether  they  sent  you  the  right  oil  or  not  I  cannot  tell.  I  only 
want  to  do  my  duty  correctly  as  1  know  how. 

Yours,  Ac,  J.  L.  WILLETT. 

P.  S.— Mr.  Hurley  tells  me  tliat  he  has  had  as  many  as  12  or  15  chimneys  knodced 
off  from  the  lamps  and  broken  on  the  floor  by  this  same  curtain  blowing  against 
them;  and  that  he  had  cautioned  his  help  about  leaving  the  window  up  and  the 
curtain  down.  This  Is  all  I  can  find  out  at  present,  but  if  I  get  any  more  facts  I 
will  write.  Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  L.  WILLETT. 

HEADLIGHT  OIL. 

During  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  1879  quite  a  number  of  petitions  were 
presented  asking  that  the  legal  test  be  made  the  same  as  ^'Headlight"  oil.  With 
a  view  of  learning  whether  there  was  any  fixed  standard  for  '^ Headlight"  oil,  a 
letter  was  addressed  to  the  Standard  Oil  Co.  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  and  from  the 
reply  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  no  fixed  standard.    The  reply  was  as  follows : 

Cleveland^  0.,  Feb.  19^  1879. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health,  Lansing,  Mich,: 

Dear  Sir:— Your  esteemed  favor  of  the  17th  is  received  and  contents  very  care- 
:ed.    We  never  have  sold  our  Headlight  oil  by  fiash-test,  as  it  is  customary 


DANGEROUS  ILLUMINATING  OILS.  Ixiii 

to  ffet  simply  the  burnine-test  of  these  oils;  but  the  writer  has  talked  with  our  Mr. 
HoGowan  to-day,  who  has  charge  of  all  of  the  testing  of  all  of  our  oils.  He  has 
f^quentlT,  for  his  own  information,  tried  experiments  of  getting  the  flash-test  of 
the  Headlight  oil,  and  he  says  that  the  flash-test  shows  great  Irregularity,  and  a 
great  deal  depends  upon  the  nature  of  the  crude  oil  f^om  which  the  oil  is  manufac- 
tured, and  upon  the  rapidity  with  which  it  is  run  through  our  stills.  Hr.  HcGowan 
says  that  he  has  frequently  found  Headlight  oil  to  flash  by  the  commercial  tester  at 
as  low  as  125*,  and  with  the  Michigan  tester  it  will  flash  at  considerably  below  120% 
In  making  our  Headlight  oil  we  don^t  pay  strict  attention  to  the  color. 

Yours  truly,  H.  A.  HUTCHINS, 

For  Standard  Oil  Co. 

THE   LATE  AND  TUE  PRESENT  OIL  INSPECTION   LAW. 

Previously  to  July,  1879,  there  wtis  no  officer  charged  with^  and  paid  for  per- 
form iug,  the  duty  of  general  oversight  of  the  State  inspectiony  consequently 
the  law  was  not  perfectly  enforced,  and  in  his  report  to  his  snccessor.  State 
Inspector  Averill  said:  ''There  were  several  explosions,  and  two  with  serious 
results,  all  of  which  occurred  in  consequence  of  using  oil  below  the  required 
test."* 

On  the  first  of  July,  1879,  a  now  law  relative  to  illaminating  oil  went  into 
effect,  since  which  time  thero  has  been  a  salaried  officer  charged  with  the 
enforcement  of  the  law ;  but  for  the  first  six  months  under  the  new  law  he 
reported  three  explosions  of  lamps,  one  of  a  lantern,  and  says:  ''Other  acci- 
dente  have  occurred  when  lamps  have  fallen  and  been  broken,  but  nothing  of 
this  kind  of  a  very  serious  natQre."f 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that  under  the  old  law  no  explosions  or  "accidente" 
occurred  with  legal  oil,  and  under  the  new  law  all  the  explosions  and  "acci- 
dents" occurred  with  oil  that  the  State  brands  as  safe  oil.  The  evidence  seems 
plain  that  the  inspection  is  more  thorough  since  the  payment  of  an  officer  to 
supervise  it,  and  just  as  plain  that  in  reducing  the  flash-test  te  120^  F.  and  abol- 
ishing the  test  for  paraffine,  the  inspection,  which  costs  so  much,  is  not  as  useful 
as  it  might  be,  because  it  does  not  secure  the  only  thing  the  inspection  is  for, 
namely,  safety  in  the  use  of  illuminating  oil  under  the  ordinary  conditions  of 
ite  use.  However,  though  the  law  is  not  yet  perfect,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
many  lives  have  been  saved  in  this  State  in  every  year  since  the  first  inspection 
of  oil  within  the  State ;  for  when  this  Board  began  its  work  the  newspapers 
frequently  contained  accounte  of  "  horrible  accidents "  with  kerosene,  and  it 
is  well  known  that  much  of  the  oil  used  was  below  the  low  standard  now 
required. 

The  difference,  if  any,  in  the  explosions  under  the  last  two  laws  may  perhaps 
be  inferred  from  the  two  following  statements,  the  first  giving  an  account  of  one 
with  illegal  oil  under  the  law  which  did  not  provide  general  supervision,  the 
last  giving  an  account  of  an  explosion  with  oil  that  was  believed  te  be  up  to 
the  present  low  standard.  Both  these  explosions  occurred  in  this  State  during 
the  year  1879 : 

Jaekton^  Mlehiffan,  Jan.  23,  1879. 
Dr.  Henry  B,  Baker,  Seeretary  8UiU  Board  of  IleaUfi,  LanHng,  Mieh.: 

Deui  Sir:~Iii  reply  to  yoars  of  the  18th,  calling  my  attention  to  the  accident  happening  in  the 
family  of  J.  B.  Mosher,  of  Linden,  Mich.,  the  following  are  the  facte  aa  acknowledged  by  Mr. 
Mosher:  The  oil  used  was  illegal  low  test  oil.  His  boy  was  playing  and  turned  the  lamp  oyer, 
the  oil  spreading  upon  his  clothing  more  or  less,  taking  fire  and  burning  him  most  shockingly;  also 


•  Page  7,  Report  of  State  Inspector  of  Illuminating  Oils,  Dec.  81,  1879. 
t  Page  9,  Report  of  State  Inspector  of  Illuminating  Oils,  Dec.  81,  18791 
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hU  mother  had  hor  hands  burned  badly  In  patting  it  out.  Mr.  Moehersaj-s  he  baa  hmd  a  bitter 
lesson  of  experience  with  low  grades  of  oil,  and  wants  no  more  of  it;  also,  saya  be  was  aware  he 
was  liable  for  using  it. 

Very  respectfully.  PERRY   AVERILL, 

StaU  Intpeetor  Illuminaiing  OiU. 

**  In  November  an  explosion  occurred  at  the  house  of  J.  D.  Beach,  of  Lament.  Inapector  Averill 
looked  it  up.  The  explosion  was  of  a  hanging  lamp.  Ilad  been  ilUed  and  bominff  for  about  two 
hours.  So  fair  as  he  could  learn  it  was  all  in  good  order.  The  lamp  was  broken  into  many  pieces. 
The  burning  oil  was  scattered  over  the  floor.  Two  ladies  present  with  rare  presence  of  mind  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  out  the  fire  without  material  damage.*'— Page  9,  Report  of  State  Inapector  of  II. 
luminating  Oils,  Dec.  31, 1879. 

In  this  instance  no  life  was  lost^  though  that  appears  to  havo  been  only 
accidental^  the  burning  oil  striking  the  floor  and  not  a  lady's  clothings  as  was 
so  common  when  explosions  were  common. 

The  present  law  of  this  State  regulating  the  inspection,  sale,  and  use  of 
illuminating  oils,  does  not  seem  to  be  effective  in  preventing  the  use  of  all 
dangerous  oils  and  fluids  as  illuminators.  In  reply  to  a  correspondent,  the 
Detroit  Post  and  Tribune  said  in  its  columns : 

*^  The  law  prohibits  the  sale  of  burning  fluids  and  patent  compounds  for  illumina- 
ting compounds,  but  it  docs  not  prohibit  their  u«e.'* 

In  reply  to  a  letter  of  inquiry  from  this  ofiice  relative  to  the  interpretation 
of  the  law,  one  of  the  editors  wrote  as  follows : — 

*^We  do  not  understand  the  aforesaid 'burning  fluids'  and 'patent  compounds'  to 
which  wo  had  reference,  to  be  '  adulterations  of  oil,'  but  on  the  contrary  to  be 
skiUflilly  concocted  to  completely  evade  the  law,  a  thing  which  we  are  advised  by 
the  oil  inspector  of  this  district  is  done  every  day." 

A  copy  of  the  present  oil  law  will  be  found  on  pages  14a-14d  of  this  Report. 
It  is  printed  as  an  appendix  to  the  '' Historical  Review  of  Legislation  relating 
to  the  Inspection  of  Illuminating  Oil  in  Michigan,"  by  Professor  KedziOi 
President  of  this  State  Board  of  Health.  In  Professor  Eedzie's  paper  the 
reader  will  And  a  brief  and  clear  history  of  the  subject,  including  the  best  and 
prominent  features  of  the  present  law.  His  address  was  written  early  in  the 
year,  before  it  was  possible  to  know  by  experience  the  explosions  and  difficulties 
of  burning  the  oil  used  under  the  present  law ;  though  from  his  knowledge  of 
the  subject,  he  was  able  to  predict  what  the  State  Inspector  of  Oils  afterwards 
reported  on  both  these  points,  reference  to  one  of  which  is  included  in  the 
foregoing  comments.  This  part  of  the  Report  being  the  last  printed,  it  is  thus 
possible  to  include  in  the  same  volume  with  his  address  a  reference  to  an  official 
veriflcation  of  his  predictions. 


This  Seventh  Annual  Report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary, 
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Tbo  inspection  of  illumiDating  oil  has  been  a  subject  of  legislation  at  every 
biennial  session  of  onr  legislature  for  ten  years  past,  and  it  is  possible  that  we 
have  not  reached  the  end  of  legislative  changes  on  this  subject.  Since  kero- 
sene is  a  material  in  almost  universal  use  as  an  illuminator  in  our  State,  and 
the  quality  of  the  oil  is  intimately  associated  with  the  public  safety,  and 
because  the  action  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  relation  to  this  subject  has 
been  severely  criticised,  I  have  thought  it  might  be  proper  to  review  the  history 
of  legislation  on  this  subject,  and  to  mark  the  several  steps  by  which  we  have 
reached  the  present  law. 

I  do  not  recall  the  history  of  this  sanitary  law  for  the  sake  of  airing  any 
views  and  notions  I  may  have  on  this  subject.  It  is  a  matter  of  small  conse- 
quence what  I  may  think  or  say.  The  great  mass  of  our  people  will  tranquilly 
go  about  their  daily  toil  regardless  of  what  may  be  the  views  and  convictions  of 
any  individual  in  our  State.  Not  so  with  the  notions  and  ideas  of  our  legisla- 
tors when  they  have  become  crystallized  into  law.  The  hand  of  law  with  its 
viewless  fingers  touches  every  individual  in  our  State,  and,  banning  or  blessing, 
penetrates  every  home  in  our  commonwealth.  There  is  no  home  so  lowly 
and  obscure  that  is  not  pervaded  by  its  unseen  influence.  An  opinion  may 
become  obsolete  and  be  discarded ;  but  a  law  is  clothed  with  perpetual  power 
and  loses  none  of  its  vitality  with  the  lapse  of  years,  unless  it  is  changed  or 
repealed  by  the  same  power  that  made  it.  The  laws  of  a  people  therefore  are 
more  important  than  their  customs  and  usages ;  these  may  daily  change  and 
fluctuate  with  surrounding  circumstances  and  conditions;  but  law  is  inexorable 
in  its  nature  till  the  abrogating  hand  of  legislative  power  sliall  tear  it  from  the 
statute  book. 

Some  laws,  while  general  in  their  terms,  are  applicable  only  to  a  small 
portion  of  our  inhabitants;  some  are  aimed  entirely  at  the  criminal  classes; 
some  are  for  the  restraint  and  guidance  of  certain  classes  only  who  are  engaged 
in  special  callings,  or  they  come  into  requisition  only  at  distant  intervals;  bat 
this  law,  which  concerns  the  quality  of  a  material  in  daily  use  in  nineteen- 
twentieths  of  the  homes  of  our  State,  becomes  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to 
a  larger  number  of  our  citizens  than  almost  any  law  on  our  statute  books.  It 
daily  reaches  and  touches  the  conwion  masses — everybody  in  fact  except  the 
rich  few  in  our  cities.  The  importance  of  this  law  becomes  my  vindication 
for  tracing  its  history. 
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LAW  OP  1300. 

Act  No.  128  of  session  laws  of  1869  is  the  first  enactment  on  onr  statnte 
books  on  the  subject  of  'inspection  of  illuminating  oils  xnanafactared  from 
petroleum  or  coal  oils."  This  act  provided  that  ''upon  the  application  of 
five  or  more  citizens  of  any  county  within  this  State,  wherein  any  illaminatiii^ 
oils  are  manufactured  and  refined  from  petroleum  or  coal  oils  for  the  parpoft 
of  burning  the  same  in  any  kind  of  lamp,  as  an  illuminator,  or  where  the 
same,  or  a  mixture  of  petroleum  and  coal  oil  is  sold  for  that  purpose,  the  judge 
of  the  circuit  court  within  whose  judicial  district  the  said  coanty  is  embraced, 
shall  appoint  a  suitable  person  who  is  not  interested  in  manufacturing,  dealing, 
or  vending  any  or  either  of  said  oils,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine  and  t^ 
the  quality  of  all  petroleum  or  coal  oils  that  he  shall  be  requested  to  examine 
and  test  by  any  manufacturer,  refiner,  vender,  or  dealer,'*  etc.  The  inspector, 
before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  liis  ofiice,  must  take  an  oath  or  affirmatioQ 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  inspector  faithfully,  and  give  a  bond.  He  is 
required  to  "reject  as  dangerous  all  petroleum  or  coal  oils,  which,  at  the  tem- 
perature of  one  hundred  and  ten  degrees,  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  will  enait 
an  explosive  gas,  or  take  fire  on  applying  thereto  or  plunging  therein  a  woU- 
lighted  match."  Fees  for  inspection,  "ten  cents  for  each  and  every  package, 
cask,  or  barrel  inspected  and  branded  by  him." 

The  terms  employed  in  this  act  to  describe  the  source  of  the  illnminating 
oil,  are  "petroleum  or  coal  oils."  This  act  was  passed  nearly  nine  years  after 
the  manufacture  of  illuminating  oils  from  mineral  coal  had  been  abaudonel 
in  this  country,  because  the  abundant  petroleum  of  Pennsylvania  had  driven 
coal  oil  out  of  the  market.  Coal  oil  is  still  manufactured  in  Germany,  and  in 
Great  Britain  to  some  extent,  but  its  manufacture  in  the  United  States  has 
become  a  thing  of  the  past  although  the  name  is  still  retained. 

LAW  OF  1871. 

In  1871  the  law  was  amended  in  three  particulars,  but  the  flash  and  burning 
test  of  110°  F.  was  still  retained :  1.  The  governor  and  not  the  circnit  judge 
had  the  power  of  appointing  county  inspectors  upon  the  petition  of  five  or  more 
persons,  residents  of  said  county;  2.  The  fee  for  inspection  was  reduced  from 
ten  cents  for  each  package,  barrel,  or  cask  to  four  cents  for  the  same ;  3.  A 
new  section  to  stand  as  section  8  was  added:  ''It  shall  not  bo  necessary  for 
any  person  to  have  inspected,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  oils  brought 
into  this  State  from  any  other  of  the  United  States,  which  have  been  inspected 
under  the  laws  of  any  other  such  State,  if  the  package,  cask,  or  barrel  in 
which  the  same  is  brought  into  this  State  shall  bear  a  brand  or  device  of  the 
State  inspector  or  deputy  State  inspector  of  such  other  State,  showing  that  the 
contents  thereof  have  been  approved  and  stand  a  Are  test  of  one  hundred  and  ten 
degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer."  By  reducing  the  fee  of  inspecting  and 
branding  to  four  cents  a  barrel,  and  by  accepting  the  inspection  and  branding 
of  an  inspector  in  another  State  as  sufficient,  the  legislature  seemed  desirous  of 
transferring  the  inspection  of  illuminating  oils  to  other  States  and  of  discour- 
aging inspection  in  our  own  State. 

LAW  OF  1S7S. 

The  law  was  again  amended  in  1873,  by  restoring  the  fee  for  inspection  to 

ten  cents,  and  by  raising  the  test  to  150°  F.  by  requiring  the  inspector  ''to 

lort  as  daugcrous  all  oils  which  at  the  temperature  of  one  hundred  and  fifty 
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degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  will  emit  an  explosive  gas  or  take  fire  on 
applying  thereto  or  plunging  therein  a  well-lighted  match." 

This  is  the  beginning  of  high-test  legislation  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of 
illnminating  oils.  Mach  has  been  said  in  praise  of  this  high  test,  and  much 
more  in  bitter  denunciation  of  the  test  and  of  those  who  were  supposed  to  have 
been  instrumental  in  securing  its  enactment.  I  do  not  propose  at  this  time  to 
express  any  opinion  in  regard  to  the  value  of  this  high  test,  but  simply  wish  to 
call  attention  to  the  fact  that  neither  the  State  Board  of  Health  nor  any 
member  of  it  is  entitled  to  either  praise  or  blame  on  thio  score,  because  they 
had  nothing  to  do  directly  or  indirectly  with  its  enactment.  The  State  Board 
of  Health  had  no  legal  existence  at  the  time  this  law  was  passed,  because  the 
act  creating  the  State  Board  of  Health  did  not  take  effect  until  more  than 
three  months  after  this  amendment  establishing  the  high  test  was  passed.  Nor 
did  any  person  who  afterward  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health  have  any  part  or  use  any  influence  in  securing  this  high  test  Ninety  days 
after  the  final  adjournment  of  the  Legislature  of  1873,  Act  No.  81  creating  the 
State  Board  of  Health  took  effect.  When  the  Board  organized,  they  found 
Act  No.  103  had  also  become  a  law  and  was  one  of  the  laws  relating  to  public 
health  which  must  guide  the  action  of  the  Board  in  relation  to  the  inspection 
of  illuminating  oils. 

One  of  the  reasons  which  strongly  influenced  the  Legislature  of  1873  in 
adopting  this  high  test  was  the  large  number  of  accidents  caused  by  using  low- 
grade  kerosene,  by  which  a  large  amount  of  property  was  destroyed  and  many 
lives  lost.  So  dangerously  inflammable  wore  the  oils  in  use  that  many  persons 
of  large  information  and  unusual  intelligence  regarded  kerosene  as  belonging 
to  the  same  class  as  gunpowder,  so  far  as  safety  is  concerned.  Some  even 
expressed  a  doubt  '*  whether  the  stuff  could  bo  made  safe  for  common  use." 
But  if  person  and  property  could  be  made  safe  they  were  willing  to  adopt  any 
test  which  would  secure  this  end. 

While  the  law  was  amended  in  regard  to  the  test,  and  the  fee  for  inspection 
was  restored  to  ten  cents,  yet  section  8  of  Act  No.  45  of  the  session  of  1871, 
which  accepted  inspection  made  in  another  State  by  any  State  inspector  or  his 
deputy  and  reinspection  in  this  State  was  noc  required,  was  left  in  full  force. 
Our  |)eople  were  thus  left  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the  Cleveland  inspectors  for 
the  next  two  years.  The  quality  of  the  oil  was  the  same  as  before  the  high 
test  was  adopted,  and  the  same  conditions  of  danger  and  terror  threatened  our 
people.  Our  law  had  changed  the  test  from  110°  F.  to  150°  F.  and  the  brand 
of  the  Cleveland  inspectors  was  correspondingly  changed,  but  in  every  other 
respect  the  conditions  were  unchanged. 

In  1867  Ohio  passed  a  law  which  carefully  guarded  and  regulated  the  inspec- 
tion of  illuminating  oils:  the  inspector  was  appointed  by  the  judge  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas;  the  inspector  must  take  an  oath  to  perform  the  duties 
of  his  office  with  fidelity,  and  must  file  a  bond  with  surety,  which  bond  shall 
be  for  the  use  of  all  persons  aggrieved  by  the  acts  or  neglects  of  such  inspector ; 
if  such  inspector,  or  manufacturer,  or  vender  shall  falsely  brand  any  cask, 
etc.,  ho  shall  be  fined  in  a  heavy  sum,  or  sent  to  jail,  be  liable  for  loss  of 
property  destroyed  in  consequence  of  use  of  oil  falsely  branded ;  and  if  there  is 
loss  of  life  the  parties  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  punished 
accordingly.  It  was  while  this  law  was  in  force  in  Ohio  that  the  celebrated 
8th  section  was  added  to  our  law  in  1871,  by  which  we  accepted  inspection  made 
outside  our  State  and  abandoned  the  policy  of  reinspection  within  our  State. 
But  in  less  than  thirteen  months  after  this  8th  section  was  enacted,  the  Ohio 
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law  was  repealed,  and  another  law  was  passed  which  wiped  oat  the  Btringent 
provisions  of  the  former  law  against  fraudulent  inspection  and  false  branding 
of  illuminating  oils,  and  permitted  the  dealer  or  manufacturer  to  test  his  own 
oils  or  to  employ  some  one  to  test  them  for  him.  We  were  thus  presented 
with  the  astonishing  spectacle  of  a  manufacturer  legally  authorized  to  inspect 
his  own  work  and  pronounce  the  final  verdict  upon  its  quality.  The  partiei 
who  wore  entrusted  with  the  vast  responsibility,  so  far  as  public  safety  wu 
concerned,  of  inspecting  so  variable  a  substance  as  petroloani  oil*  were  not 
required  to  take  an  oath  ;  they  gave  no  bond,  and  were  under  no  penalty  for 
dishonest  inspection  or  false  branding;  they  were  not  appointed  by  judge, 
governor,  or  other  responsible  official,  but  were  mere  hirelings  ^vhose  greatest 
misfortune  would  be  to  lose  the  favor  and  patronage  of  the  parties  whose  oils 
they  were  hired  to  insiKJct.  To  these  utterly  irresponsible  jiersons  we  hid 
entrusted  the  inspection  of  our  ilhiminating  oils  and  the  carrying  out  of  the 
law  requiring  a  test  of  150°  F.  Under  such  circumstances  the  only  change 
effected  by  our  high-test  law  of  1873  was  a  change  in  the  stencil  plates  of  the 
Ohio  inspectors  I 

Such  was  the  condition  of  affairs  respecting  the  inspection  of  illuminating 
oils  when  the  State  Board  of  Health  was  organized  in  July,  1873.  The  law 
had  committed  to  this  Board  ''the  general  supervision  of  the  interests  of  the 
health  and  life  of  the  citizens  of  this  State."  At  the  first  meeting  of  the 
Board,  Dr.  Hitchcock,  in  his  introductory  address,  used  the  following  words: 
''Here  then  is  the  work  for  this  Boaid  to  do :  to  educate  the  people  in  respeei 
to  the  nature  and  causation  of  diseases,  and  the  means  for  their  prevention;  to 
suggest  appropriate  legislation  for  compelling,  when  necessary,  the  use  of 
those  means,  and  to  present  arguments  for  such  education  and  legislation, 
fortified  and  made  cogent  by  facts, — well  authenticated  cases  of  disease  and 
death  directly  traceable  to  ignorance,  neglect  or  disobedience  of  the  laws  of 
hygiene;  and  to  make  it  possible  by  this  work  that  many  if  not  all  of  the  lives 
and  much  of  the  treasure  now  needlessly  lost  to  the  State,  may  be  saved." 

Of  the  many  preventable  causes  of  death  (and  every  preventable  death 
which  is  not  prevented  partakes  of  the  nature  of  crime)  which  then  con- 
fronted us  in  this  State,  none  were  more  efficient  than  the  use  of  dangerous 
kerosene.  "Well  authenticated  cases  of  death"  from  this  cause  were  only 
too  numerous,  for  one  could  scarcely  open  a  newspaper  without  finding 
accounts  of  some  "  kerosene  horror."  In  mapping  out  the  work  of  the  Board 
among  the  several  members,  the  chairmanship  of  Committee  7,  ^'Poisons, 
Explosives,  Chemicals,  Accidents,  and  Special  Sources  of  Danger  to  Life  and 
Healtli,"  was  assigned  to  me.  It  was  not  a  position  which  I  sought,  but  my 
colleagues  considered  that  my  professional  training  and  position  would 
especially  qualify  me  for  this  kind  of  investigation.  My  appointment  also  as 
a  member  of  the  Board  itself  came  to  me  unsought:  but  when  big-hearted 
Gov.  Bagley  assigned  me  this  position  of  hard  work  and  great  responsibility,  I 
accepted  the  position.  It  thus  appears  that  the  infiucnces  which  set  me  to 
work  in  this  field  of  investigation  were  not  of  my  seeking,  but  I  entered  a  path 
toward  which  duty  seemed  to  point  with  changeless  finger. 

In  entering  upon  the  work  assigned  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  my  first 
investigation,  and  the  first  article  published  in  the  First  Annual  Report  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Ilealth,  was  on  '* Illuminating  Oils  in  use  in 
Michigan,"  in  which  I  attempted  to  show  the  dangerous  quality  of  most  of 
the  oils  in  uso,  the  unreliability  of  Ohio  inspection,  and  to  point  out  a 
method  of  inspection  by  wliich  reliable  results  could  be  secured.     In  carrying 
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oat  these  inyestigatioDS  I  foand  that  some  apparatus  for  iofspection  which 
would  give  unvarying  results  and  which  should  not  be  so  largely  under 
the  personal  control  of  the  operator  as  the  Tagliabue  cup,  was  a  necessity. 
After  much  experimenting  I  finally  devised  a  close-chamber  tester  which  was 
very  simple  in  its  structure,  was  inexpensive,  could  be  used  by  any  person  of 
good  judgment  and  observation^  and  yet  would  yield  closely  concordant  results 
in  the  hands  of  different  operators.  This  tester  I  dedicated  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health,  who  adopted  and  recommended  it,  and  named  it  the  '^  State  Board 
of  Health  Oil-Tester."  This  was  subsequently  adopted  by  the  Legislature,  and 
is  still  the  legal  oil-tester  in  this  State.  It  has  also  been  made  the  legal  oil- 
tester  in  some  other  States. 

LAW  OP  1875. 

When  the  legislature  of  1875  convened,  the  oil  trado  m  our  State  was  in  a 
demoralized  condition.  While  the  honest  and  honorable  oil  dealers  were 
everywhere  anxious  to  comply  with  the  law  and  to  sell  a  safe  oil,  they  were 
confronted  by  a  class  of  'scalpers'  who,  by  selling  an  oil  far  below  our  legal 
standard,  yet  bearing  the  brand  of  the  Cleveland  inspector,  could  undersell  the 
honest  desJers  and  drive  them  out  of  tho  market. 

Under  such  circumstances,  representatives  of  the  class  of  dealers  who  wished 
to  do  a  straightforward  business  in  illuminating  oils,  asked  me  to  assist  them 
in  devising  such  changes  in  the  law  as  would  compel  an  honorable  condition  in 
the  oil-trade,  and  to  urge  upon  the  legislature  the  adoption  of  these  changes. 
The  amendments  reconimended,  and  adopted  by  the  legislature  were  the 
following : 

1.  The  appointment  of  a  State  Inspector  of  oils,  in  place  of  county  inspectors. 

2.  Bejection  of  out-of-State  inspection,  and  requiring  inspection  in  all 
instances  by  our  State  Inspector  or  his  deputy. 

3.  The  adoption  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  oil-tester. 

4.  Permitting  the  use  of  gasoline  for  illuminating  purposes  when  the  reser- 
voir is  under  ground  and  outside  the  building  to  be  lighted  by  it. 

5.  The  burning-test  of  150^  F.  was  retained  in  this  law,  but  the  flash-test 
was  reduced  to  140^  F.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  only  connection  I  have 
had  with  the  high  test  was  to  secure  a  reduction  of  ten  degrees  in  the  test. 

Tho  results  of  the  legislation  of  1875  in  regard  to  the  inspection  of  illumin- 
ating oils  were  most  marked.  For  the  first  time  we  had  efficient  and  general 
inspection  of  illuminating  oils,  and  people  began  to  secure  immunity  from 
kerosene  accidents,  and  felt  safe  in  the  use  of  this  material.  Unfortunately 
the  refiners  found  they  could  make  a  large  profit  in  making  Michigan  oil  by 
running  in  a  largo  amount  of  paraffine  oil,  which  is  a  cheap  and  comparatively 
worthless  product  in  distilling  petroleum.  The  poor  quality  of  the  oil  became 
very  evident  in  cold  weather,  when  much  of  tho  kerosene  would  freeze  solid  in 
the  lamps,  and  the  illuminating  quality  of  the  oil  was  very  much  reduced  by 
this  adulteration  with  paraffine  oil.  The  people  justly  complained  of  the 
quality  of  the  oil,  and  the  refiners,  whose  largest  profit  lies  in  making  the  low- 
grade  oils,  persuaded  the  people  that  tlio  poor  quality  of  tlie  oil  was  a  necessary 
consequence  of  the  high  test. 

LAW  OF  1S77. 

In  consequence  of  the  poor  burning  quality  of  the  oil,  a  strong  effort  was 
made  in  1877  to  reduce  tho  test,  on  the  supposition  that  in  this  way  only  could 
the  people  obtain  an  oil  that  would  not  freeze  up  and  would  give  a  good  light. 
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As  tho  resalt  of  carofal  exporimeutSy  I  was  satisfied  that  the  poor  qaality  of  the 
oil  was  Hot  duo  to  the  high  test^  hut  was  caused  mainly  by  the  large  amount  of 
paraffinc  oil  which  it  contained ;  that  we  might  have  a  poor  qnality  of  oil  with 
a  lower  test  if  paraffinc  was  not  excluded,  and  that  if  the  paraflSne  and  waxj 
products  of  distillation  were  excluded,  we  might  have  a  good  illnminator  which 
would  still  bear  tho  test  of  140''.  Accordingly  I  made  a  careful  stady  to  find 
some  simple  test  by  which  any  injurious  amount  of  paraffine  coald  be  detected 
in  illuminating  oils.  I  first  directed  my  attention  to  the  specific  gravity  of  oil 
containing  paraffinc  in  comparison  with  oil  of  similar  qaality  free  from 
paraffine,  in  hopes  that  the  hydrometer  might  give  us  a  ready  and  efficient 
means  of  detecting  an  injurious  amount  of  paraffine ;  but  the  specific  grayity 
of  paraffine  differs  so  little  from  that  of  high-grade  kerosene,  and  the  densiW 
of  all  these  oils  varies  so  largely  wilh  variations  of  temperature,  that  a  careful 
examination  of  this  mode  of  testing  soon  satisfied  me  that  specific  gravity  was 
not  a  sufficiently  sensitive  test  for  an  injurious  quantity  of  paraffine  in  illumia- 
ating  oils.  After  many  trials  I  found  that  cold  was  the  most  sensitive  of  the 
easily  applied  tests,  and  I  finally  settled  upon  the  test  by  chilling  the  oO  to 
20^  F.  for  ten  minutes ;  if  it  remained  transparent  and  colorless  at  the  end  of 
ten  minutes,  there  was  not  present  a  sufficient  amount  of  paraffine  to  injoie 
the  burning  quality  of  the  oil.  This  chill  test  was  very  simple  and  easilj 
applied,  but  it  was  one  which  tho  manufacturers  could  not  get  aroand :  it  wu 
a  complete  bar  to  adulteration  with  the  cheap  and  comparatively  worthlesB 
paraffine  oils. 
The  most  noticeable  changes  in  the  law  of  1877  are,— 

1 .  Adoption  of  the  chill  test. 

2.  The  Inspector  required  to  make  an  annual  report  to  tho  Grovernor. 

3.  The  use  of  uninspected  oil  made  a  misdemeanor. 

4.  The  selling  of  kerosene  barrels  without  canceling  the  inspection  brand, 
made  a  misdemeanor. 

5.  The  use  of  naphtha  in  street  lamps  permitted. 

Ever  since  t!ie  law  of  1875  went  into  effect  by  which  we  secared  uniform 
inspection  within  our  State  and  by  our  own  State  Inspector  and  his  depaties, 
the  people,  both  in  their  iM3rsons  and  property,  have  been  almost  entirely 
exempt  from  injury  by  kerosene.  Before  that  time,  our  people  were  in  con- 
stant tcrroj:  on  account  of  this  dangerous  substance ;  but  since  this  law  went 
into  effect  scarcely  a  life  has  been  lost  by  the  use  of  kerosene,  and  when  snch 
an  event  has  occurred,  almost  always  it  has  been  found  that  the  oil  was  not  up 
to  the  requirements  of  our  law.  Four  years  of  exemption  from  such  dreadfd 
accidents  on  the  part  of  the  people  of  our  whole  State,  is  a  pleasant  thing  to 
remember.  If  some  members  of  the  Board  of  Health  have  been  bitterly 
denounced  because  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  it  is  some  compensation  to 
think  that  there  are  scores  of  men,  women,  and  children  now  in  life  and 
safety,  who,  but  for  tlie  merciful  provisions  of  this  law,  would  have  gone  down 
to  their  graves  through  a  death  of  unspeakable  agony  I 

Of  the  good  secured  by  this  law  I  do  not  wish  to  bring  forward  my  own 
statements,  but  to  bring  forward  the  testimony  of  disinterested  but  observant 
witnesses.  State  Insi^ector  Averill,  in  his  annual  report  to  Governor  Croswell 
for  the  year  1878,  says:  "There  could  bo  found,  perhaps,  no  bettor  evidence 
of  the  wisdom  of  this  law  than  tho  comparative  immunity  it  has  afforded  from 
accidents  and  the  consequent  loss  of  life  and  destruction  of  property.  During 
the  past  year  there  has  been  but  one  human  life  lost  by  tho  explosion  of  illn- 
minatinj^  oil,  and  that  has  occurred  in  consequence  of  using  oil  bolow  the  test 
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required  by  the  statute.  The  case  was  that  of  a  lady  residing  in  the  township 
of  Bedford,  Monroe  Co.,  and  occurred  on  the  3d  of  February,  1878,  from  the 
explosion  of  a  kerosene  lamp.  She  was  using  oil  purchased  in  Ohio,  and 
which  was  below  the  Michigan  standard." 

I  also  introduce  the  following  letter  from  a  prominent  oil  dealer  in  Detroit, 
who  has  not  only  been  many  years  in  the  trade  but  has  had  practical  experience 
in  refining  oils,  and  is  thoroughly  familiar  with  the  oil  business  in  all  its  phases : 

Detroit,  January  13^  1879. 
Prof.  B,  C.  Kedzie  : 

Mr  Dear  Sm: — What  are  vour  views  concerning  a  change  in  the  present  carbon  oil 
law?  There  seems  to  be  quite  a  pressure  in  some  parts  of  the  State  to  have  the  test 
lowered  to  120*  flash.  As  a  dealer,  I  have  no  feeling  in  the  matter,  but  I  know  we 
have  the  best  and  safest  law  in  the  Union,  and  it  would  seem  rather  foolish  to  make 
a  change  now.  Since  the  present  law  took  effect  we  have  had  a  fi^ood  oil  to  burn, 
besides  I  have  been  unable  to  trace  a  single  accident  to  inspected  oil.  I  also  believe 
that  the  present  test  has  saved  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  million  dollars  in  property 
since  Aug.  23, 1877,— the  date  the  law  took  effect.       ♦♦♦♦•♦ 

Respectfully  yours, 

M.  V.  BENTLEY. 

The  following  letter  was  received  by  Dr.  Baker,  Secretary  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  addressed  to  Fred.  H.  Seymour,  Sec- 
retary of  the  Fire  Commission  of  Detroit : 

Detroit,  May  21^  1S79, 
Dr.  Henry  B.  Baker ^  Secretary^  etc.: 

Dear  SiR:~Tour  esteemed  favor  came  duly  to  hand,  and  in  answer  to  your  enquiry 
regarding  lamp  explosions,  would  respectfully  state  that,  out  of  777  causes  of  fire 
reported,  41  are  classified  as  occasioned  by  lamp  or  ga9  explosions. 

It  can  be  safely  stated  that  this  State  will  show  a  remarkable  freedom  from  lamp 
explosions,  due  whollv  to  the  sensible  and  secure  hi ^h-test  oil  which  the  law  requires, 
and  any  cause  of  fire  classed  as  lamp  explosion,  could  not  come  properly  from  pure  oil 
of  150*  test.  The  trouble  is,  that  in  the  larger  cities  unscrupulous  retailers  adulterate 
the  oil  with  naphtha,  benzine*  and  the  like  daneerous  substances.  To  reach  this 
difQculty  local  ordinances  are  necessary;  but  are  aifficult  to  secure  from  boards  of 
aldermen  and  common  councils,  as  the  men  composing  such  bodies  are  either  apt  to 
be  retailers  themselves,  or  under  the  control  of  corner  grocers,  who  are  generally 
politicians,  and  in  consequence  are  down  on  any  legislation  that  points  the  finger  at 
them. 

I  have  in  mv  office  a  sample  of  oil  sold  in  this  city  about  four  years  ago,  which 
was  the  occasion  of  an  explosion  and  loss  of  life.  This  substance,  sold  as  kerosene, 
will  fiash  at  90%  and  is  nothing  but  a  compound  of  naphtha  and  kerosene. 

Out  of  234  fires  in  1878  in  Detroit, 41  are  classed  as  incendiary.  Kerosene  is  almost 
invariably  used  by  the  incendiary,  and,  if  nothing  else  can  be  claimed  for  hiffh-test 
oil,  it  certainly  does  often  disappoint  the  criminal.  Time  after  time  the  fire  depart- 
ment has  extinguished  fires  of  this  kind  before  the  kerosene-soaked  rags  and  sticks 
had  burned,  and  the  whole  animus  of  the  attempt  stood  revealed.  Had  the  oil  been 
other  than  ^Michigan  test^*  the  building  would  have  been  far  toward  destruction. 

Many  fires  are  reported  as  occasioned  by  lamp  explosions  that  are  really  from 
other  carelessness,  such  as  breakage,  overturning,  dropping,  etc.,  and  should  not  be 
considered  as  explosions.  Statistics  as  to  the  cause  of  fires  are  not  kept  in  other 
States,  and  there  is  nothing  with  which  the  record  of  this  State  can  be  compared.  If 
such  comparison  could  be  obtained,  I  am  convinced  tlie  immunity  from  horrible 
accidents  and  destruction  of  property  secured  to  Michigan  by  the  use  of  high-test 
oil  would  be  so  apparent  as  to  be  startling  when  compared  with  any  other  State 
without  such  sanitary  law. 

Very  respectfully, 

FRED.  H.  SEYMOUR, 
Secretary  Fire  Commission. 
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The  attempts  at  arson  by  use  of  kerosene^  bat  which  have  failed  becaase  the 
kerosene  was  too  incombustible,  have  been  mode  in  many  places  in  the  State. 
Such  coses  have  occurred  in  Lansing ;  in  one^  the  loss  would  probably  have 
reached  $100,000  if  the  kerosene  had  been  more  inflammable.  Judging  from 
the  tone  of  the  discussion  on  the  oil  question  last  winter,  many  persons  ?rill 
feel  no  surprise  that  the  kerosene  went  out  of  itself !  But  I  need  not  bring 
forward  proof  that  our  kerosene  was  safe ;  most  of  our  people  seem  to  haTe 
forgotten  that  it  was  ever  dangerous.  Formerly  the  demand  was  for  safe 
kerosene,  but  of  late  the  cry  has  gone  up  for  cheap  oil. 

CHAXGES  MADE  IK  THE  LAW  IN  1S79. 

When  the  legislature  convened  last  winter,  this  demand  for  cheap  oil  found 
expression  in  a  large  number  of  petitions  which  poured  in  from  every  qaarter, 
asking  for  a  reduction  of  the  test  to  that  of  **  head-light  oil," — ^to  l-iO", — to 
110%  etc.,  etc.  Many  of  these  petitioners  seemed  to  be  ignorant  of  the  fact 
that  '' head-light  oil"  did  not  express  any  fixed  and  definite  quality  of  oil  so 
far  as  the  flash-test  is  concerned,  but  is  only  a  popular  name  for  an  oil  of 
very  varying  quality. 

The  most  noticeable  changes  made  in  the  law  by  the  legislature  in  1879,  are 
the  following : 

1.  Making  it  lawful  for  an  inspector  to  enter  upon  the  premises  of  any 
dealer,  and  if  he  finds  any  uninspected  oil,  to  inspect  and  brand  the  same. 
This  is  a  very  commendable  change. 

2.  The  flash-test  is  reduced  to  120''  F.  for  all  petroleum  oils  used  for  illn- 
zninators;  but  the  ''machines  or  generators  constructed  on  the  principle  of 
the  *  Davy  Safety  Lamp,' "  are  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  this  act.  The 
results  of  this  change  are  yet  to  be  seen. 

3.  The  chill-test  is  abolished,  and  manufacturers  may  add  all  the  paraffine 
oil  they  choose.  When  cold  weather  comes  and  the  lamps  freeze  up,  the 
people  will  have  au  opportunity  to  pass  upon  the  value  of  this  change. 

4.  The  Inspector  to  receive  a  salary  of  $1500  a  year  and  his  traveling 
expenses;  each  deputy  inspector  to  receive  a  salary  according  to  the  quantity 
of  oil  ho  insjiects  each  month,  but  not  to  exceed  $100  a  month  and  traveling 
expenses. 

5.  The  cost  of  inspection  largely  increased. 

I  do  not  propose  to  take  up  and  pass  in  review  the  many  arguments  which 
were  brought  forward  in  the  legislature  and  by  the  public  press  in  favor  of 
these  changes,  as  my  main  purpose  is  to  give  a  historical  review  of  legislation 
upon  the  subject  of  illuminating  oils.  But  there  was  one  argument  brought 
before  the  legislature  which,  both  on  account  of  the  influence  which  it  exerted, 
and  the  dangerous  conclusions  that  may  be  drawn  from  it,  demands  some  con- 
sideration in  this  connection.     I  refer  to  Prof.  Langley's  **  Margin  of  Safety," 

Prof.  J.  W.  Langlcy,  of  Michigan  University,  by  invitation  of  the  House  of 
Bepreseutativcs,  gave  a  lecture  on  illuminating  oils  in  Hepresentative  Hall  last 
February,  whicli  was  listened  to  with  marked  attention.  During  his  lecture 
he  exhibited  a  number  of  lamps  burning;  in  the  vapor-chamber  of  each  lamp, 
or  that  space  within  the  lamp  not  filled  with  oil,  was  inserted  the  bulb  of  a 
thermometer,  and  the  temperature  of  the  vapor-chambers,  as  indicated  by 
these  thermometers,  was  marked  upon  a  blackboard  from  time  to  time,  so  that 
the  audience  could  watch  the  progress  of  the  experiment.  One  lamp  was  pur- 
posely left  to  burn  without  any  chimney  in  order  to  secure  a  condition  supposed 
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to  be  especially  dangerous  on  acconiit  of  the  tendency  to  heat  the  lamp.  The 
temperatnre  in  the  vapor-chamber  of  this  lamp  rose  to  99°  F.,  while  no  other 
lamp  exhibited  so  high  a  temperature  in  the  vapor-chamber. 

After  calling  attention  to  the  tables  on  the  blackboard  giving  the  results 
indicated  by  the  thermometers,  he  stated  that  the  temperature  in  the  vapor- 
chamber  was  the  measure  of  danger  in  the  use  of  any  oil, — that  the  difference 
between  the  temperature  of  the  vapor-chamber  in  any  lamp  and  the  flash-test 
of  the  oil  used  in  that  lamp  was  the  margin  of  safety, — that  the  difference 
between  the  highest  temperature  reached  in  a  lamp  burning  under  the  most 
dangerous  natural  conditions,  and  the  flash-test  of  our  oil  gave  41°  us  the 
margin  of  safety  in  our  State  (».  e.  the  difference  between  140**  and  99°=4l°), — 
and  that  this  margin  of  safety  was  enormous,  being  the  difference  between  the 
temperature  of  a  block  of  ice  and  that  of  a  hot  summer  day ! 

Prof.  Langley  thus  assumed  that  the  vapor  in  the  air-chamber  of  a  lighted 
kerosene  lamp,  in  order  to  form  an  explosive  mixture,  must  have  a  tempera- 
ture higher  than  (or  as  high  as)  the  flashing  point  of  the  same  kerosene,  as 
determined  in  the  usual  method  of  inspecting  oil  in  this  State.  This  proposi- 
tion might  hold  good  if  our  oil  was  inspected  by  determining  the  temperature 
of  the  impor-chamber  in  our  oil-tester,  instead  of  the  temperature  of  the  oil 
which  gives  off  the  vapor.  If  the  temperature  of  the  vapor  space  in  the  lamp 
and  the  temperature  of  the  oil  in  the  same  lamp  are  always  identical,  we  might 
have  a  logical  basis  for  such  reasoning;  but  if  it  is  ocherwiso,  and  if  there  is  a 
marked  difference  at  certain  times  in  theso  temperatures,  we  may  find  this 
so-called  ''margin  of  safety"  a  vanishing  quantity.  When  we  consider  that 
the  wick-tube,  with  whicli  the  oil  oomcs  constantly  in  contact,  becomes  much 
heated  when  the  lamp  is  burning,  we  find  reiison  to  doubt  the  assumption  that 
the  temperature  of  the  vapor-chamber  gives  the  limit  of  danger,  or  that  the 
difference  l)etween  the  temperature  of  such  a  vapor-chamber  and  the  flash-test 
of  that  oil,  as  determined  in  the  usual  method  of  inspecting  oils,  affords  the 
actual  margin  of  safety. 

The  tendency  of  the  wick-tube  to  become  dangerously  hot  in  many  cases, 
was  demonstrated  experimentally  by  Dr.  Baker  in  18??,  and  the  liability  to 
lamp-explosions  from  this  cause  was  clearly  pointed  out  at  the  same  time.  Dr. 
Bakei''8  report  on  this  subject  may  be  found  in  his  Annual  Report  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health  for  1877,  pp.  Ixxv.-lxxviii. 

After  Prof.  Langley's  lecture.  Dr.  Baker  made  a  new  set  of  experiments 
with  the  oil-tester  to  see  what  was  the  temperature  of  the  vapor-chamber  as 
compared  with  the  oil,  and  found  that  the  difference  in  temperature  between 
the  oil  and  the  vapor-chamber  when  the  flash  point  was  reached  was  20**  to 
21°,  so  tiiat  one-half  of  this  ''enormous  margin  of  safety"  was  wiped  out  at 
once,  because  just  before  the  flashing  point  was  reached  the  temperature  of 
the  vapor-chamber  was  119**  in  one  case  and  J 20°  in  the  other,  while  the 
temperature  of  the  oil  was  140°. 

Dr.  Bilker  wrote  to  Prof.  Langley,  giving  the  results  of  his  experiments, 
asking  him  to  make  a  correction  of  his  former  statements  made  before  the 
legisljiture,  in  accordance  with  the  facts  thus  presented.  Prof.  Langley 
demurred,  pleading  that  in  his  experiments  Dr.  Baker  had  heated  the  oil  fro7fi 
beloWy  and  thus  did  not  fulfill  the  conditions  found  in  a  burning  lamp,  and 
that  the  flame  from  the  ignited  splinter  used  in  testing  might  have  heated  the 
surface  of  the  oil  and  the  vapor  in  its  vicinity,  and  thus  produce  a  flash  at  a 
temperature  which  appears  to  be  below  the  proper  flashing  point.     He  appears 
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to  place  more  reliance  ii})oii  certain  scietitiGc  statements  aboat  the  Yi^Mr 
tension  than  upon  the  results  of  direct  experiments  with  lamps  and  oil. 

Dr.  Baker  subsequently  made  experiments,  beating  the  oil  from  above  by 
removing  the  chimney  from  a  lamp  while  burning,  and  with  results  of  similar 
imi>ort;  namely,  that  when  the  explosion  occurred  the  temperatare  of  the 
vapor-chamber  was  much  below  the  ''flashing  point"  of  the  oil*  found  in  the 
usual  manner. 

Failing  to  get  the  desired  correction.  Dr.  Baker  presented  the  following 
memorial  to  tlie  legislature : 

To  the  Honorable^  the  Senate  and  House  of  JiepresetUatires  of  the  StcUe  of  Michigan: 

Your  memorialist  respectfully  represents  that  he  has  made  experiments  witt 
illuminating  oils  which  disprove  the  conclusion  reached  by  Prof.  Lanirley,  and  stated 
recently  in  a  lecture  in  the  hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  whl<^  condnsioo 
was  to  the  cflcct  that  because  the  vapor-chambers  in  lamps  in  ordinary  use  are  not  of 
a  higher  temperature  than  99",  there  is,  therefore,  a  margin  of  safety  of  41*  when 
using  the  Hichigan-test  oil  of  140%  flash  test;  your  memorialist  therefore  here  averts 
that  such  a  conclusion  is  not  in  accordance  with  the  facts;  that,  as  near  as  his  present 
experiments  show,  it  is  wrong  by  at  least  20*;  and,  as  the  interests  of  puhllc  safety, 
of  life  OS  well  as  property,  arc  involved  in  the  questions  of  fact  as  to  the  tempen- 
turcs  in  the  vapor-chambers  of  lamps  in  ordinary  use.  and  the  relation  of  such  tempenr 
tures  to  the  tests  established  by  law,  he  therefore  respectflilly  petitions  jxmr 
honorable  body  to  take  some  action  which  will  lead  to  the  determination  of  tlieie 
important  points  before  you  reduce  the  present  tests,  which  are  believed  to  secure 
reasonable  safety  to  the  lives  and  property  of  those  who  use  illuminating^  oils;  and 
your  memorialist  respectfully  represents  that  if  the  tests  be  reduced  without  such 
Icnowledge  as  is  here  asked  for,  it  will  be  an  experiment  upon  the  success  or  failnre 
of  which  the  lives  of  some  of  those  who  use  illuminating  oil  depend,  as  will  alio 
depend,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  saving  or  destruction  of  property  exposed  to 
danger  of  loss  by  fire. 

In  the  interest  of  life  as  well  as  of  property,  your  memorialist  earnestly  prays 
your  honorable  body  to  retain  the  present  useful  tests  of  illuminating^  oils  until  such 
time  as  you  shall  learn  more  accurately  than  has  been  shown  before  you  the  margin 
of  safety  in  the  use  of  illuminating  oils  in  ordinary  lamps.  Believing^,  however,  tnat 
the  flash  test  may  safely  be  so  far  modified  as  to  indicate  the  temperature  of  the 
vapor-chamber  in  the  oil  tester,  your  memorialist  respectfully  suggests  that  your 
committee  on  public  health  be  requested  to  ascertain  whether  or  not  it  Is  practicir 
ble  to  so  modify  the  flash  test  as  that  tlie  thermometer  shall  show  the  temperatare 
of  120°  F.  in  the  vapor-chamber  of  tlie  oil-tester  and  not  of  the  oil  or  of  the  metallic 
portion  of  the  tester,  which  has  no  relation  to  tlie  vapor-chamber  in  a  lamp,  thongli 
it  has  an  important  relation  to  the  heated  wlck-tube  in  a  lamp,  with  which  the  oil 
In  the  wick  is  constantly  in  contact. 

That  your  action,  if  any,  bo  based  upon  knowledge  of  the  important  facts  involved, 
and  will  efficiently  fi^uard  the  interests  of  life  in  the  use  of  illuminating  oil,  yoor 
memorialist  earnestly  pravs. 

HENRY  B.  BAKER 

As  this  subject  is  ono  of  more  than  merely  scientiGc  interest,  but  may 
involve  jmblic  safety  aud  human  life,  I  have  devoted  some  attention  to  th^ 
relations  of  temperature  of  the  vapor-chamber  to  that  of  the  oil.  In  order  to 
obviate  tiic  objection  to  a  blazing  stick  introduced  into  the  vapor-chamber, 
and  its  possible  disturbance  of  temperature  in  surrounding  bodies,  I  discarded 
the  flame  entirely  and  used  the  electric  spark  instead.  I  have  tried  specimens 
of  oil  of  diiferent  qualities  in  the  Michigan  tester,  having  one  thermometer  in 
the  oil  and  another  in  the  vapor-chamber.  The  oil  was  heated  in  tlie  osaal 
way,  and  the  spark  passed  througli  tiio  vapors  until  the  flash  was  reached,  the 
temiKjrature  as  indicated  by  the  thermometers  being  carefully  read  oil  before 
the  spark  was  passed.  In  all  instances  the  thermometer  in  the  vapor-chamber 
indicated  a  lower  temperature  before  tlie  flash  than  the  one  in  the  oil.  The 
diflei'encc  in  temperature  was  not  uniform  for  all  the  oils;  in  one  instance  I 
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found  the  difference  as  small  as  12%  and  in  another  as  great  as  24%  bat  the 
most  usual  difference  was  20°. 

To  many  persons  this  discussion  will  be  of  scientific  interest  only,  i.  e.,  of 
DO  interest  at  all  to  them.  They  will  say^  ''We  care  nothing  about  your 
yapor-ohambers  and  electric  sparks ;  what  we  want  is  an  answer  to  this  practi- 
cal question :  Is  a  lamp  burning  Michigan-test  oil  liable  to  explode?" 

To  answer  this  question,  I  filled  four  flat-fount  lamps  with  Michigan-test 
oil,  lighted  them  and  left  them  burning  in  the  usual  way  (with  their  chimneys 
on),  for  two  hours  in  a  basement  room  whose  temperature  was  75°.  I  then 
passed  the  electric  spark  through  the  vapor-chamber  when  one  exploded  with 
some  yiolence,  the  flame  spi'eadiug  rapidly  through  the  whole  vapor  space 
with  a  bright  flash ;  the  residual  air  was  then  pumped  out  and  the  lamp  again 
exploded  three  times  in  succession.  Another  lamp  exploded  feebly,  filling  the 
yapor-chamber  with  white  smoke,  and  this  explosion  was  repeated.  The  two 
remaining  lamps  did  not  explode. 

A  lighted  lamp  containing  Michigan-test  oil  was  placed  ton  minutes  in  direct 
sunlight  in  a  window  in  the  basement ;  it  was  then  removed  and  the  spark 
passed  through  the  air  in  the  vapor-chamber,  which  exploded.  This  air  was 
pumped  out,  the  lamp  gently  shaken,  and  the  electric  spark  again  passed, 
when  it  again  exploded ;  and  this  experiment  was  repeated  till  we  had  exploded 
the  contents  of  the  vapor-chamber  seventy  times.  At  the  end  of  the  experi- 
ment the  temperature  of  the  oil  in  the  lamp  was  found  to  be  109°  F. 

A  lighted  lamp  with  the  same  kind  of  oil  was  placed  for  fifteen  minutes  in 
the  sunlight  on  the  window  sill ;  the  lamp  was  then  removed  and  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  vapor-chamber  measured,  when  it  was  found  to  be  99°  F. ;  an 
electric  spark  was  then  passed  through  the  vapor-chamber  when  a  somewhat 
violent  explosion  occurred  which  extinguished  the  lamp  and  threw  out  the 
cork  sustaining  the  insulated  wire  which  served  to  convey  the  electric  current. 

A  similar  set  of  experiments  were  performed  a  few  days  after  in  the  presence 
of  Dr.  Baker,  and  with  similar  results. 

In  view  of  these  experiments,  some  one  may  ask,  has  the  Michigan  legisla- 
ture wiped  out  the  whole  of  Prof.  Langley*s  ** margin  of  safety"? 

inspector's  fees. 

The  several  legislatures  have  fixed  the  fees  for  inspection  of  illuminating 
oils,  each  legislature  appearing  to  attach  a  different  value  to  this  service.  As 
it  was  a  matter  which  did  not  directly  affect  the  public  health,  the  Board  of 
Health  has  never  attempted  to  use  any  influence  on  this  subject.  The  fees 
have  varied  much,  but  since  1871  there  has  been  a  continual  increase  in  the 
fees.  For  the  purpose  of  comparing  the  inspection  fees  established  by  five 
consecutive  legislatures,  I  will  take  the  fees  allowed  to  an  inspector  for  the 
first  forty  barrels  he  inspects,  in  each  of  the  years  named : 

In  1871  the  fees  for  inspecting  40  barrels  were $2.40 

1873    "        "              *'             **               •*    4.00 

1875    "         **              •'             **               "    6.80 

1877   '*         *'              "             *'               *'    8.00 

1879    *'         '*              '•             *'               *'    28.50 

The  law  of  1879  is  peculiar  in  this  respect,  that  the  deputy  inspector  can 
only  receive  such  large  foes  for  the  first  forty  barrels  he  inspects  in  each  month, 
the  fees  continuing  to  decrease  to  such  an  extent  that  he  only  received  $42.50 
for  the  first  hundred  barrels  he  inspects  in  each  month ;  the  second  hundred 


14       STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH— B£POBT  OF  SECKETABT,  1879. 

barrels  would  only  bring  him  $8.00 ;  the  third  hundred  barreb,  $6.00»  etc  If 
a  deputy  inspector  is  in  some  small  district  he  may  not  hare  more  than  a 
couple  of  car  loads  of  50  barrels  each  to  inspect  in  each  month  of  the  year. 
The  inspection  of  50  barrels  of  oil,  if  carefully  made,  ought  to  consume  a 
whole  day,  and  two  days'  work  would  be  necessary  to  bring  him  $42.50  eadi 
month,  or  a  little  more  than  $500  a  year  besides  his  traveling  expenses.  The 
monthly  wages  of  a  deputy  inspector,  however,  cannot  exceed  9100  and  tra?- 
eling  expenses  for  any  one  month  in  the  year.  The  salaries  of  the  inspector 
and  his  deputies  arc  paid  by  the  consumer  in  the  form  of  the  uniform  tax 
levied  on  all  the  oil  inspected,  so  that  these  salaries  and  travelings  expenses  can 
never  become  a  direct  tax  on  the  State. 

But  whatever  may  be  said  about  the  fees  for  inspection  which  the  legislators 
has  establislicd,  no  one  will  suppose  that  the  State  inspector  had  any  connec- 
tion with  the  change,  because  he  was  appointed  long  after  the  change  wu 
made.  The  people  are  to  be  congratulated  that  if  any  change  was  to  be  made 
in  the  office,  so  incorruptible  a  man  as  Gyrus  G.  Luce  has  been  appointed ;  atid 
may  rest  assured  that  under  him,  as  under  his  immediate  predecessor,  the 
inspection  of  illuminating  oils  will  be  made  with  fidelity. 

GOOD  BESULTS  REACHED  AND  UETAIKED  IK  OUB  LAW. 

While  the  changes  in  our  law  by  the  six  legislatures,  from  1869  to  1879,  have 
been  numerous  and  fluctuating,  yet  substantial  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
legal  provisions  for  inspecting  illuminating  oils.  I  will  close  this  paper  by 
stating  the  most  pronounced  of  these  improvements  still  retained  in  oar  laws: 

1.  Discarding  the  inspection  made  by  irresponsible  parties  outside  onr  State, 
and  requiring  inspection  within  our  State  in  all  instances  by  officers  under  our 
law,  who,  by  oath  and  bond,  have  given  pledges  of  fidelity  in  their  official 
positions. 

2.  Uniform  inspection  throughout  the  State  by  a  State  inspector  and  his 
deputies,  in  place  of  the  loose  and  conflicting  county  system. 

3.  An  accurate  and  unvarying  mode  of  inspection  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  oil-tester,  instead  of  the  so-called  commercial  method,  or  open  cup. 

4.  Bequiring  the  cancelling  of  the  inspector's  brand  on  any  kerosene  barrel 
before  it  can  be  sold,  so  that  the  same  inspection  brand  shall  not  serve  to  pass 
an  indefinite  number  of  barrels  of  oil  never  inspected  by  our  officers. 

To  secure  these  four  changes  in  our  law,  which  are  still  retained,  and  which 
in  all  human  probability  will  never  be  stricken  from  our  laws,  the  inflaence  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health  has  been  directly  exerted.  If  progress  has  been 
fluctuating,  like  the  waves  of  an  incoming  tide,  which  appear  to  rise  only  to 
fall  agaiuy  yet  like  that  tide,  the  fluctuations  have  on  the  whole  carried  as  to  a 
higher  level.  When  we  compare  our  present  law  with  that  of  1869,  no  one  can 
doubt  but  that  real  progress  has  been  made  in  a  matter  intimately  associated 
with  a  subject  of  overshadowing  interest — the  public  health. 
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APPENDIX  TO  THE  ANNUAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  MICHIGAN  STATE 

BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  FOR  THE  YEAR  1879. 

[Act  No.  127,  Laws  of  1879.] 

AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  inspection  of  illuminating  oils  manufactured  from 
petroleum  or  coal  oils,  and  to  repeal  act  number  one  hundred  and  eighty-one 
of  the  session  laws  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  approved 
May  first,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-five,  and  act  number  one 
luindrcd  and  ninety-six  of  the  session  laws  of  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven,  approved  May  twenty-second,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seventy-seven. 

Section  1.  The  People  of  the  State  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the  governor 
shall  appoint  a  suitable  person,  resident  of  the  state,  who  is  not  interested  in 
manufacturing,  dealing  in,  or  vending  any  illuminating  oils  manufactured 
from  i)etroleum,  as  state  inspector  of  oils,  whose  term  of  office  shall  be  two 
years  from  [the]  date  of  appointment,  or  until  his  successor  shall  be  appointed 
and  shall  qualify.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  state  inspector,  or  his  depu- 
ties hereinafter  provided,  to  examine  and  test  the  quality  of  all  such  oils 
offered  for  sale  by  any  manufacturer,  vendor,  or  dealer,  and  if,  upon  such 
testing  or  examination,  the  oils  shall  meet  the  requirement  hereinafter  speci- 
fied, he  shall  fix  his  brand  or  device,  viz. :  **  approved,"  with  the  date  over  his 
official  signature,  upon  the  package,  barrel,  or  cask,  containing  the  same. 
And  to  more  effectually  carry  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  it  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  state  inspector,  or  his  deputies,  to  enter  into  or  upon  the  premises  of 
any  manufacturer,  vendor,  or  dealer  of  said  oils,  and  if  they  shall  find  or  dis- 
cover any  kerosene  oil,  or  any  other  product  of  petroleum  that  has  not  been 
inspected  and  branded,  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  they  shall  pro- 
ceed to  inspect  and  brand  the  same.  And  it  shall  be  lawful  for  any  manuf ac-* 
turcr,  vendor,  or  dealer  to  sell  the  oil  so  tested  and  approved  as  an  illuminator ; 
but  if  the  oil  or  other  product  of  petroleum  so  tested  shall  not  meet  said 
requirements,  he  shall  mark  in  plain  letters  on  said  package,  barrel,  or  cask, 
over  his  official  signature,  the  words:  ** Rejected  for  illuminating  purposes;" 
and  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  the  owner  thereof  to  sell  such  oil,  or  other  pro- 
duct of  petroleum,  for  illuminating  purposes;  and  if  any  person  shall  sell 
or  offer  for  sale  such  rejected  oil,  or  other  product  of  petroleum,  for  such 
purpose,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  upon  conviction 
thereof  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  in  any  sum 
not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  2.  The  state  inspector  provided  for  in  this  act  is  hereby  empowered  to 
appoint  a  suitable  number  of  deputies,  which  deputies  are  hereby  empowered 
to  perform  the  duties  of  inspection,  and  shall  be  liable  to  the  same  penalties 
as  the  state  inspector :  Provided,  That  the  state  inspector  may  remove  any  of 
said  deputies  for  reasonable  cause.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspector  and 
his  deputies  to  provide  themselves,  at  their  own  expense,  with  the  necessary 
instruments  and  apparatus  for  testing  the  quality  of  said  illuminating  oils, 
and  when  called  upon  for  that  purpose,  to  promptly  inspect  all  oils  hereinbe- 
fore mentioned,  and  to  reject,  for  illuminating  purposes,  all  oils  which  will 
emit  a  combustible  vapor  at  the  temperature  of  one  hundred  and  twenty 
degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer:  Provided,  The  quantity  of  oil  used  in 
the  Hash  test  shall  not  be  less  than  half  a  pint.  The  oil  tester  adopted  and 
recommended  by  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  shall  be  used  by  the 
ins|^ctor  and  his  deputies. 
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Sec.  3.   Every  person  appointed  a  state  inspector  shall,  before  be  euters 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  his  oflice,  take  an  oath  or  affirmation  pro- 
scribed bv  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this  state,  and  shall  Gle  the  same  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state.     The  state  in8i)ector  shall  execute  a  bond  to 
the  state  of  Michigan,  in  such  sum  and  with  such  surety  as  shall  be  approved 
by  the  secretary  of  state,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  of  the 
duties  imposed  upon  him  by  this  act,  which  bond  shall  be  for  the  use  of  all 
persons  aggrieved  by  the  acts  or  neglect  of  said  inspector,  and  the  same  shall 
be  filed  with  the  secretary  of   state.     The  deputy  inspector  shall,  before  he 
enters  upon  the  duties  of  his  office,  take  such  oath  and  file  such  bond  with  like 
conditions,  as  is  required  of  the  state  inspector,  said  bond  to  be  in  such  sum 
as  shall  be  required  by  the  state  inspector,  with  two  sureties  to  be  approved  by 
the  judge  of  probate,  and  file  such  oath  and  bond  with  the  clerk  of  the  county 
in  which  such  deputy  inspector  resides.     Such  deputy  shall  also  forward  the 
county  clerk's  certificate  of  such  filing  to  said  state  ins{)ector.     Said  inspect- 
ors shall  collect  one-half  cent  for  each  gallon  contained  in  the  barrels,  casks, 
or  packages  so  inspected,  and  he  shall  pay  over  to  the  state  inspector  at  the 
commencement  of  each  month,  all  moneys  received  by  him  for  inspection; 
and,  in  any  case  of  inspection  or  branding,  said  fee  shall  be  a  lien  on  the  oil 
80  inspected.     It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  every  inspector  or  deputy  inspector 
to  keep  a  true  and  accurate  record  of  all  oils  so  inspected  and  branded  by  him, 
which    record  shall  state  the  date  of  inspection,  the  number   of  gallons 
rejected,  the  number  of  gallons  approved,  the  number  of  gallons  inspected, 
the  number  and  kind  of  barrels,  casks,  or  packages,  the  name  of  the  person 
for  whom  inspected,  and  the  money  received  for  such  inspection,  and  said 
record  shall  be  open  to  the  inspection  of  all  persons  interested.    It  shall  also 
Jbe  the  duty  of  every  deputy  inspector,  at  the  commencement  of  each  month, 
to  forward  to  the  state  inspector  and  board  of  state  auditors,  true  duplicate 
copies  of  such  record  for  the  preceding  month.    In  the  month  of  January  in 
each  year,  the  state  inspector  shall  make  and  deliver  to  the  governor  of  the 
state  and  board  of  public  health,  annual  duplicate  reports  of  the  inspections 
by  himself  and  deputies  dunng  the  preceding  calendar  year.     All  illuminating 
oils  manufactured  or  refined  in   this  state  shall  be  iriS})ected  before  being 
removed  from  the  manufactory  or  refinery;   and  if  any  person  or  persons, 
whether  manufacturer,  vendor,  or  dealer,  shall  sell,  or  attempt  to  sell,  to  any 
person  in  this  state,  any  illuminating  oils,  whether  manufactured  in  this  state 
or  not,  before  having  the  same  inspected,  as  provided  in  this  act,  he  shall  be 
deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  in  any 
sum  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars;  and  if  any  manufacturer,  vendor, 
or  dealer  in  either  or  any  of  said  illuminating  oils,  shall  falsely  brand  the 
package,  cask,  or  barrel  containing  the  same,  as  provided  in  sections  one  and 
two  of  this  act,  or  shall  use  packages,  casks,  or  barrels  having  the  inspector's 
brand  thereon,  without  having  the  oil  inspected,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor,  and  he  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  in  any  sum  not  exceeding 
three  hundred  dollars  nor  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  in 
the  county  jail  not  exceeding  six  months,  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

Sec.  4.  Any  ])erson  selling  or  dealing  in  illuminating  oils  produced  from 
petroleum,  who  shall  sell  or  dispose  of  any  empty  kerosene  barrel,  cask,  or 
package,  before  thoroughly  canceling,  removing  or  effacing  the  inspection 
brand  on  the  same,  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  conviction. 
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shall  pay  a  One  of  one  dollar  for  each  barrel,  cask^  or  package  thus  sold  or 
dispased  of. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  adnlterate  with  paraffine  or  other  substance  for  the 
purpose  of  sale  or  for  use,  any  coal  or  kerosene  oils  to  be  used  for  lights  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  them  dangerous  to  use,  nor  shall  any  person  know- 
ingly sell  or  offer  to  sell^  or  knowingly  use  such  adulterated  oil,  nor  shall  any 
person  knowingly  sell  or  offer  for  sale,  or  knowingly  use  any  coal  or  kerosene 
oil,  or  any  of  the  products  thereof  for  illuminating  purposes,  which  by  reason 
of  being  adulterated,  or  for  any  other  reason,  will  emit  a  combustible  vapor  at 
a  temi>erature  less  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  degrees  of  Fahrenheit's  ther- 
mometer :  Provided,  That  the  quantity  used  in  the  test  shall  not  be  less  than 
one-half  pint:  And  further  provided^  That  the  gas  or  vapor  from  said  oils 
may  be  used  for  illuminating  purposes^  when  the  oils  from  which  said  gas  or 
vapor  is  generated  are  contained  in  closed  reservoirs  outside  the  building 
illuminate  or  lighted  by  said  gas.  Any  person  violating  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and  shall,  upon  convic- 
tion thereof,  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  more  than 
one  year,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  four  hundred  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine 
and  imprisonment  in  the  discretion  of  the  court:  Provided,  That  nothing  in 
this  act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  use  in  street  lamps  of  lighter 
products  of  petroleum,  such  as  gasoline,  benzine^  benzole,  naphtha:  Provided 
further,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  not  apply  to  the  use  of  machines 
or  generators  constructed  on  the  principle  of  the  **Davy  Safety  Lamp." 

Sec.  6.  The  state  inspector  shall  receive  an  annual  salary  of  fifteen  hundred 
dollars.  Uo  shall  also  be  allowed  such  further  sum  as  he  may  actually  and 
necessarily  expend  in  traveling  expenses  and  prosecutions  incurred  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties.  Each  deputy  inspector  shall  be  entitled  to  a  salary  pay- 
able monthly,  the  amount  of  such  salary  to  be  determined  by  the  number  of 
casks,  barrels  and  packages  actually  inspected  by  such  deputy  inspector  during 
the  month,  as  follows :  For  each  of  the  first  ten^  one  dollar  each ;  for  each  of 
the  second  ten,  seventy-five  cents;  for  each  of  the  third  ten,  sixty  cents;  for 
each  of  the  fourth  ten,  fifty  cents;  for  each  of  the  fifth  ten,  forty  cents;  for 
each  of  the  sixth  ten,  thirty  cents;  for  each  of  the  seventh  ten,  twenty-five 
cents;  for  each  of  the  eighth  ten,  twenty  cents;  for  each  of  the  ninth  ten, 
fifteen  cents;  for  each  of  the  tenth  ten,  ten  cents;  for  each  of  the  second 
hundred,  eight  cents;  for  each  of  the*third  hundred,  six  cents;  for  each  in 
excess  of  three  hundred,  five  cents:  Provided,  That  in  no  case  shall  any 
deputy  inspector  receive  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  in  any  month  as  such 
salary.  Said  deputy  inspector  shall  also  be  entitled  to  and  allowed  all  actual 
and  necessary  expenses  for  railroad,  stage  and  steamboat  fares  incurred  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties  as  such  deputy  inspector.  All  salaries  and  expenses 
provided  for  in  this  act,  shall  be  retained  by  the  state  ins()ector  out  of  the 
money  received  for  inspections  of  oil,  and  accounted  for  and  paid  out  by  him 
as  provided  in  this  act:  Provided,  That  in  case  the  amount  of  money  received 
for  tlie  inspection  of  oils  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  not  bo 
sufficient  to  pay  the  compensation  and  expenses  of  the  inspector  and  his  depu- 
ties as  piovided  herein,  the  amount  of  such  deficiency  shall  be  deducted  from 
said  salaries  j!;ro  rata  to  each. 

Sec.  7.  Tlie  state  inspector  shall  render  to  the  board  of  state  auditors, 
([uarterly,  a  detailed  account  of  all  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  his  office, 
to  be  audited  and  allowed  by  them  if  found  correct;  and  at  the  e   *    '    '  <) 
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year,  any  siirplas  shall  bo  paid  into  the  state  treasary. 

Sec.  8.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  state  inspector,  or  any  deputy  in8i)ector, 
who  shall  know  of  the  violation  of  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  enter 
complaint  before  any  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  against  any  person  so 
offending;  and  in  case  the  state  inspector  or  deputy  inspector,  have  [having] 
knowledge  of  the  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  shall  neglect  to  enter 
complaint  as  required  by  and  provided  for  in  this  section,  he  shall  be  deemed 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor. 

Sec.  9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  prosecuting  attorneys  to  represent  and 
prosecute  in  behalf  of  tlie  people,  within  their  respective  counties,  all  cases  of 
offenses  arising  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 

Sec.  10.  No  inspector  or  deputy  inspector  shall,  while  in  office,  traffic 
directly  or  indirectly,  in  any  article  which  he  is  appointed  to  inspect.  For  the 
violation  of  any  of  tlie  provisions  of  this  act,  he  shall  be  liable  to  a  2>cnalty 
not  to  exceed  three  hundred  dollars. 

Sec.  11.  It  shall  bo  tho  duty  of  the  governor  to  remove  from  office,  and  to 
appoint  a  competent  person,  in  tho  place  of  any*  inspector  who  is  unfaithful 
in  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Sec.  12.  Act  number  one  hundred  and  eighty-one  of  the  session  laws  of 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-five,  as  approved  May  first,  eighteen  hundred 
and  seventy-five,  and  act  number  one  hundred  and  ninety-six  of  the  session 
laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-seven,  as  approved  May  twenty-third, 
eighteen  hundred  and  seventy -seven,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  13.  This  act  shall  take  effect  thirty  days  from  and  after  its  approval 
by  the  governor. 
"Approved  May  31, 1879. 
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In  the  month  of  February,  1878,  the  late  J)r.  J.  H.  Beech,  of  Cold  water, 
addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  this  Board  the  following  letter: 

n.  B,  Baker ^  M,  2).,  Secretary  Michigan  Slate  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Doctor :— I  have  Just  been  writing^  a  letter  to  tlie  Superintendent  of  the 
Michigan  Division  of  the  Lake  Shore  and  MIcliigan  Southern  Kailroad,  in  part  of 
which  I  ventured  to  touch  upon  a  sublect  which,  if  the  Board  of  Health  have  not 
already  considered  it,  I  would  respectuilly  commend  to  their  attention,  to  wit,  the 
filthy  condition  of  the  ^^out-houses,^^  privies,  etc.,  at  many  of  the  railroad  stations.  I 
called  the  attention  of  the  Superintendent  to  what  is  now  known  of  the  source  of 
'^typhoid  fever,^  etc.,  and  suggested  that  he  hold  the  station  agents  responsible  for 
daily  cleaning  of  the  floors  from  the  nuisances  caused  by  children  and  night  visitors, 
and  for  frequent  ^'dusting  down'*  of  the  vaults,  according  to  the  amount  of  use.  I 
further  suggested  that  some  official,  whose  duty  it  is  to  pass  over  the  road  for  other 
purposes,  should  be  required  to  inspect  weekly,  all  ^^water-closets,''  etc.,  and  report 
to  the  Superintendent's  office  all  cases  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  station  agents. 

If  you  please  to  lay  this  before  the  President  of  your  Board,  and,  if  his  judgment 
approves,  before  the  full  Board,  some  sanitary  progress  may  be  effected.  I  do  not 
doubt  that  travelers  have  been  unsuspectingly  poisoned,  as  well  as  disgusted,  by  vis- 
iting from  necessity  the  only  places  of  seclusion  which  they  could  reach. 

Very  rcs|>ectfully  yours,  etc., 

Coldwater,  Mich.,  Feb.  10, 187S.  J.  II.  BEECH,  M.  D. 

A  few  days  after,  Dr.  Beech  forwarded  to  tlie  Secretary  the  following  com- 
muuication,  written  to  Dr.  Beech  in  reply  to  the  letter  referred  to  above,  by 
Mr.  J.  E.  Curtis,  Superintendent  Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railroad : 

Superintendent's  Office,  Michigan  Division,  ) 

Lake  Shore  and  Michigan  Southern  Railway,  \ 

Toledo,  Ohio,  Feb.  12, 1878.  ) 
J,  H.  Beech,  M.  D.: 

Dear  Sir: — I  was  very  glad  indeed  to  receive  your  letter  of  the  10th  Inst.  As  an 
officer  of  this  company  I  wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  you  for  the  suggestions  you 
make  to  me,  of  a  matter  that  I  am  well  aware  is  a  disgrace  and  an  evil;  and  no  one 
has  tried  harder  to  remedy  this  than  I  have.  ^^This  fact  I  have  found  out,  that  just 
as  far  as  we  go  to  make  places  of  this  kind  cleanly  and  keep  them  in  order,  just  so 
far  the  public  step  forward  and  assist  us."  I  take  your  letter  as  evidence  of  this 
fact.  Tlie  remedies  you  suggest  are  those  that  for  several  years  we  have  tried  hard 
to  enforce  our  men  to  use,  as  we  know  tlio  benefits  arising  from  their  use.  Unfortu- 
nately we  have  to  contend  with  Ignorance  and  false  pride  of  Ignorant  men;  and,  as 
you  are  aware,  these  are  the  hardest  of  all  things  any  one  has  to  contend  with.  The 
great  length  of  the  road  makes  It  hard  to  know  at  all  times  when  things  of  this 
nature  are  neglected.  1  wish  I  could  do  more  to  remedy  this  matter  than  I  am 
doing,  and  I  wish  that  the  citizens  of  every  town  that  our  road  runs  through  would 
make  such  an  outcry  that  no  employe  at  a  station  would  dare  have  these  places  in 
any  other  condition  tlian  that  of  perfect  cleanliness.    Your  letter  I  feel  has  strength- 
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ened  my  hands  and  enconraged  me  to  stronger  efforts,  and  I  shall  at  any  time  be 
pleased  to  haye  you  criticise  matters  of  this  Idnd.  Can  you  not  write  and  publish 
an  article  calling  tlie  attention  of  all  railroads  and  of  the  public  to  this  matter?  I 
think  a  great  deal  of  good  could  be  done  through  your  medical  society  to  arouse  the 
attention  of  every  one  to  the  matter. 

Yours  trulv, 

J.  E.  CURTIS, 
Supt.  Mich.  Div. 

Dr.  Beech's  letter  transmitting  the  above,  is  as  follows: 

B.,  B,  Baker,  M,  2).,  Secretary  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Doctor  :>-I  enclose  these  pages  to  you  that  the  Board  of  Health  may  see 
how  railroad  Superintendents  accept  this  kind  of  interference.  I  do  not  think  it 
proper  for  a  private  physician  to  publish  warnings  in  newspapers,  as  Mr.  Curtis  pro- 
poses, lest  it  should  make  some  people  fear  contagion,  and  whenever  they  conld 
avoid  detection,  commit  the  very  nuisances  which  we  desire  to  prevent. 
The  action  or  admonitions  of  your  Board  would  have  more  influence  over  offioen. 

Very  hastily  yours, 

J.  H.  BEECH. 

Both  of  these  commuDications  wore  referred,  at  the  April  meeting  of  the 
Board,  to  Dr.  Eedzie  as  chairman  of  the  committee  on  ''Special  sources  o 
danger  to  life  and  health."  At  the  October  meeting  of  that  year  they  were 
reported  back  to  the  Board  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  *' Disposal  of 
excreta  and  decomposing  organic  matter,"  which  committee  now  submits  the 
following  report : 

When  we  consider  tiiat  many  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria,  and  of 
other  low  forms  of  disease  are  fairly  to  be  attributed  to  the  foul  air  from  cess- 
pools and  privy-vaults,  and  when  we  remember  how  very  foul  the  air  is  in  and 
about  many  privies  at  railway  stations,  and  think  how  many  people  are  com- 
pelled by  the  necessities  of  nature  to  breathe  these  foul  exhalations — not  to 
speak  of  the  extreme  disgust  to  which  they  are  subjected  through  more  than 
one  of  their  senses, — the  matter  of  the  arrangement  and  the  care  of  these 
places  becomes  of  public  concern  and  challenges  the  attention  and  oarefnl 
thought  of  this  State  Boai-d  of  Health. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  the  arrangement,  construction,  and  care  of 
these  necessary  places  of  convenience  in  conformity  to  the  strict  principles  of 
hygiene,  are  difficult  to  bo  attained.  Sufficient  care  is  exercised  by  but  very 
few  private  families,  even,  to  see  that  their  own  privy  or  water-closet  is  con- 
structed with  a  view  to  real  comfort  and  convenience,  and  cared  for  with  strict 
and  proper  regard  for  the  health  of  the  household.  It  could  hardly  be 
expected,  then,  that  such  places  at  railway  stations,  designed  for  travelers  who 
may  be  compelled  for  once  to  use  them,  or  for  the  employes  around  the  sta- 
tions, would  be  of  equal  comfort,  cleanliness,  or  salubrity  with  those  of  private 
families. 

These  places  are  arranged  and  constructed,  and  indeed  cared  for,  with  the 
idea  that  the  persons  using  them  will  do  it  but  once,  or  at  most  seldom,  and 
the  thought  is  not  entertained  that  hero  by  a  moment's  stay  the  seeds  of  dis- 
ease and  death  may  be  taken  into  the  system  of  many  a  victim,  who,  perhaps^ 
in  turn  may  become  the  center  of  an  epidemic  among  people  far  distant  from 
the  origin  of  the  disciise.  Those  who  use  these  places,  too,  think  they  will  use 
them  but  once  and  that  for  a  moment;  and,  as  the  stench  is  already  terrible^ 
by  reason  of  careless  or  thoughtless  neglect,  or  by  design,  they  often  leave  the 
place  worse  for  their  successors. 
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I  havo  no  doubt  that  railroad  officials,  whoso  duty  it  is  to  look  after  such 
tDatt«r8,  have,  as  a  role,  as  much  iotelligont  interest  in  aeeing  that  they  are 
conducted  in  strict  conformity  to  the  laws  of  health  as  Superintendent  Cnrtia 
has  expressed  in  his  letter,  quoted  above.  One  great  difficulty  secins  to  he 
that  no  person  is  compelled  to  take  the  daily  trouble  to  look  after  the  cleanli- 
ness and  proper  disinfection  of  the  place. 

These  privies  are  usoally  at  one  end  and  under  the  roof  of  tho  station- 
hoases,  or  annexed  to  them,  the  apartment  for  ladies  opening  out  of  their 
waiting- room,  while  that  for  the  men  is  approached  from  without  and  through 
an  area  devoted  to  arinals.  At  a  few  of  the  most  important  stations  they  are, 
for  both  men  and  women,  entered  from  within  the  station-house,  and  these 
generally  arc  in  good  order  and  unobjectionable.  But  at  tho  great  majority 
of  stations  the  nose,  even  at  quite  a  distance  from  the  bouse,  indicates  unmis- 
takably at  which  end  of  the  building  the  privy  is  situated ;  and  many  persons 
while  waiting  for  an  approaching  train  are  disgusted  aud  sickened  by  the  odors 
that  they  cannot  help  inhaling,  which  arise  from  the  putrescent  flith  in  tho 
vault  near  by. 

At  the  SDiallcr  stations  the  privy  is  usnally  a  little  way  from  tho  station- 
house,  placed  over  a  vault  which  is  seldom  or  never  cleaned  out  or  disiufected, 
and  in  which  the  stench  from  decomposing  ordure  and  nrine  is  sickening, 
often  to  vomiting.  The  floors  and  scats  of  these  places  are  often  covered  and 
saturated  with  filth. 


Privies  at  the  smaller  stations  should  never  be 
placed  over  a  vault,  unless  the  privy  be  moved  every 
^  year,  but  should  have  a  trough  or  receptacle  under 
f  the  scut,  which  should  be  removed,  emptied,  and 
returned  once  a  week  during  the  hot  months  and 
once  in  two  to  four  weeks  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  The  floors  of  all  such  privies  as  are  tor 
public  resort  should  be  of  some  non-absorbing  sub- 
stance, but  which  can  bo  easily  and  perfectly  cleansed. 
Tile  or  cement  would  probably  be  the  best  material 
to  use.  The  seats  in  such  places  should,  likewise, 
be  non-abaorbent,  uf  a  smooth  hard  surface,  easily 
cleaned  and  kept  so,  and  of  such  a  form  as  to  forbid 
thegettingopon  them  with  thefeet.  IntheMay,  1879, 
number  of  tho  "Plumber  and  Sanitary  Engineer" 
. .     ..  is  advertised  perhaps  tho  best  form  oFaseat  for  such 

Rh^a;  j-uttji  rtr«tai»  »«ud^  p]„^g_  -p,,g  material  should  bo  of  smootbly  glazed 
porcelain.  I  refer  to  "Rhoad'a  Porcelain  Seated  Hopper  Closet."  There  is 
"no  woodwork  about  it;"  it  has  "a  jierfectly  non-absorbent  seat."  "The 
shapo  of  the  seat  prevents  a  foothold,  procluding  the  possibility  of  parties 
standing  upon  it  when  using  it."     A  cut  of  this  scat  is  shown  herewith  in 

Every  such  place  under  the  roof  of  a  station-house,  where  it  is  possible, 
should  be  a  water-closet,  and  so  arranged  that  the  bowl  or  hopper  should  be 
flushed  either  by  tho  act  of  sitting  down  upon  tiie  seat  or  by  that  of  opeuiug 
the  door  to  the  closet. 
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Here  I  desire  again  to  draw  attention  to  ^'Bhoad's  Porcelain  Seated  Hopper 
Closet,  supplied  by  Henry  C.  Meyer  and  Co.'s  No.  1  patent  waste-pFevent- 
ing  cistern,  arranged  to  flush  when  the  door  is  opened."  ''Just  the  thing  for 
tenement  liouses  where  an  ordinary  water-closet  would  be  destroyed  by  the 
abuse  of  careless  people." 

^p^^^^^^^-^  Figure  2  is  a  sectional' view  of  this  cistem. 

^IHHHfl^BllllllllHV  I^  ^8  placed  above  the  hopper,  represented  in 

^ffilW^I^   figure  1,  and  connected  with  it  in  such  a  way 

^^1 '^f   as  to  secure  a  flushing  of  the  hopper  whenever 

I^^'^J^iEif    ^1^0  latter  is  used.    It  may  be  arranged  in  such 

■|^(r^mBhJ    a  way  as  to  flush  the  hopper  when  the  closet 

Hh^hH^H      door  is  opened.    It  is  manufactured  by  Henrv 

■■■■■       G.   Meyer  and  Co.,  48  GUfl  St.,  New  York, 

^H        through  whose  courtesy  the  committee  has  been 

'        supplied  with  the  plates  for  figures  1  and  2. 

Of  course,  when  the  station  is  within  reach  of 
^*^-  2-  a  well-constructed  sewer,  the  water-closet  should 

^'i^n^ c525^;*^-^^^^^  be  connected  with  it  by  a  soil-pipe  sufficiently 

large,  and  suitably  trapped  and  ventilated. 

THERE  SHOULD  NEVER  BE  A  VAULT  IMMEDIATELY  UNDER  A   PRIVY    IN  OR 

ATTACHED   TO  A  STATION-HOUSE. 

Where  there  is  no  sewer  near  by,  there  may  be  a  covered  cess-pool  at  a  little 
distance  from  the  station-house,  and  into  this  the  water-closet  should  be 
emptied  through  a  well  trapped  and  ventilated  soil-pipe.  The  cess-pool  should 
be  well  covered  and  with  the  soil-pipe  should  be  ventilated,  if  possible,  into  the 
chimney  of  the  station-house ;  if  that  is  not  possible,  by  a  largo  independent 
pipe  rising  12  to  15  feet  above  the  level  of  the  ground.  In  a  porous  soil,  a 
large  cess-pool,  say  ten  feet  in  diameter  and  10  to  15  feet  deep,  well  walled 
with  large  stones  without  cement,  will  not  become  full  for  years,  even  at  our 
largest  stations.  Both  the  urine  and  the  ordure  should  be  conducted  into  it. 
I  would  add  a  caution  that  no  such  cess-pool  should  bo  allowed  within  300  or 
500  feet  of  any  well  where  water  is  drawn  for  domestic  use,  and  would  also 
say  that  the  dauger  of  contaminatiug  the  source  of  supply  of  water  in  a  large 
circle  around  such  a  cess-pool  is,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Board,  so  great  as 
ought  to  forbid  its  use. 

The  cisterns  of  such  closets  can  be  easily  supplied  with  water  from  the  tanks 
used  to  supply  the  engines. 

Where  the  soil  is  not  porous,  or  if  a  water-tight  cess-pool  bo  put  in,  it  will 
be  necessary  to  empty  the  receptacle  once  a  year,  or  perhaps  oftener,  depending 
upon  the  size  of  the  cess-pool.  This  can  easily  be  done  as  often,  as  may  be 
required,  by  the  "  odorless  excavating-apparatus/'  as  described  in  my  paper  on 
the  **  Disposal  of  Human  Excreta,"  printed  in  the  Beport  of  the  Secretary  of 
this  Board  for  1875,  or  by  the  Ames  Eagle  Odorless  Excavating  Apparatus. 

As  showing  something  of  the  excellence  which  has  been  attained  in  the 
manufacture  of  apparatus  for  the  safe  and  inoffensive  removal  of  human 
excreta,  and,  therefore,  of  the  culpability  of  that  neglect  and  disregard  of 
human  health  and  comfort  which  allows  vaults  reeking  with  their  sickening 
odors  and  with  germs  of  disease  to  remain  an  annoyance  to  the  public  or  to 
be  made  a  greater  nuisance  by  injudicious  methods  of  emptying  them,  three 
plates  (figs.  3,  4,  and  5,  pages  21,  2'^,  and  23)  have  been  secured  illustrative  of 


I'RIVIES  AND  WATE[^CL0SET3  AT  RAILWAY  STATIONS. 


a  I 


apparatus  manufactured  by  tho  Eagls  OdorlesH  Apparatus  Company,  C23  San- 
som  St.,  Philadelphia,  Peuii.  Figure  3,  below,  represents  the  apparatus  as 
sot  up  and  ready  for  uae  in  actual  removal  of  the  coutcnts  of  a  vault  eIiowu  at 
the  left  hand  of  the  plate.  Figure  4  reprcHeiits  part  of  the  "pitting"  appara- 
tuB,  BO  called,  which  is  used  for  removal  from  the  pit  or  vault  of  such  contents 
as  cannot  readily  be  removed  by  pumping.  It  consists  of  a  pitting-bavrel  for 
receiving  the  contents  of  the  vault,  buckets  for  removing  the  contents  from 
the  vault,  an  open  furnace  for  burning  the  heavier  gases,  and  a  close  teut  to 
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screen  the  work  from  eiglit  and  jnevent  the  escitpQ  of  offcneivti  gases.  TbD 
pitting-biirrel  hxs  n  cloEc-fiittiTig  cover  mitking  it,  uJr-tiglit,  and  »  galvanized 
iron  aproii  to  catoli  all  drippings  from  the  bucket  wlieii  tlie  bucketa  are 
emptied  and  conduct  tlieni  Into  a  drip-bucket  beueatli.  During  tlio  operation 
the  tent-cloth  is  close))'  fastened  to  the  ground  and  to  the  sides  of  tiio  privy 
about  the  door.*  It  is  claimed  for  this  "pitting"  apparatus  that  nheii  the 
vault  has  been  disinfected  with  stilpliato  of  iron  (copperas)  a  few  lioiirs  pre- 
viously to  tJie  removal  of  llie  contents  no  offense  to  the  senses  esists.  Plat£S 
3,  4,  and  5  have  beon  loaned  to  the  committee  llirongh  ibo  courtea;  of  the 
manQfacturers  of  this  apparatus. 


N 


I  oft«n  B 


PlUiitg  Apparatui  0/  tile  Eagl' 

I  am  sure  I  have  pointed  out  a  way  in  which  the  opprobrium  of  depot 
privies  may  be  removed,  and  in  which  they  may  be  constructed  and  ooitduc'.«d 
without  offense  to  the  most  delicate  and  sensitive,  and  in  perfect  accordance 
with  the  laws  of  hygiene. 

Hovr  u:in  the  care  of  privies  under  the  present  constrnction  and  arrangement 
of  them  be  improved?  The  duty  of  daily  vieiting,  and  inspecting  and  putting 
in  perfect  order  each  privy  or  water-closet  at  each  station-house,  eiiuuld  be 
strictly  required  of  some  employe  at  each  station,  to  see  that  the  Qoor  and  the 
seats  ure  kept  completely  clean.  The  vaults  or  receptacles  should  bu  thor- 
oughly dusted  down  daily  with  an  abundant  supply  of  aslies  or  dry  e:irth,  and 
should  be  thoroughly  diHiuf(.'cted  with  lime,  copperas,  or  carbolato  of  lime  as 
oft«n  as  twice  a  week  during  the  warm  months. 


^Mb<^llD  in  Figure  5,  pBga23 
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But  110  cnre  of  a  vault  under  or  very  near  to  u  stntioii-bouse,  however  it  may 
be  dlsinfccbid,  can  m.tke  it  consistent  \Titli  the  lans  of  hygiene.  In  small 
stations,  and  indeed  in  those  of  more  importance,  whevo  the  closet  caiiiiot  be 
snpplicd  tritli  irater,  the  dry-earth  closet  of  a  cheap  ami  simple  form  should  be 
used  instead  of  a  vanlt.  I  nonid  here  call  iitt«ntiuu  to  what  is  perhaps  the 
cheapest  and  the  best  form  of  thedry-eurih  closet  yet  proposed.  It  is  described 
in  a  work  on  "  House  Urainago  and  Water  Service"  (piiges  272-3).  by  James 
C.  Biiyles,  editor  of  "Tho  Metal  Worker"  ;  and  also  in  the  "  Me/al  Worker" 
for  June  ag,  1S"9.  By  the  conrtesy  of  the  editor,  Mr.  Bayles,  a  plule  illos- 
tratiiig  this  form  of  earth-cloaet  has  been  supplied  to  the  committee.  In  the 
•'Metal  Worker"  it  is  thus  described; 

"The  chenpesC  and  beat  form  of  earth-tlosct  known  to  us  is  shown  in  the  ncconi- 
psnying  illustration.  It  is  a  box  without  nny  bottom,  and  with  a  ilouble  cover,  as 
shown.  Tlie  reiMoii  for  omitting  the  bottom  is,  that  anything  which  may  spill 
around  the  receiver  ie  more  easily  removed  with  a  broom,  by  moving  the  closet,  than 
it  would  be  If  the  box  had  to  be  overturned  and  so  emptied.  Tlie  receiver  Is  a  galv- 
anleed  coal-hod  of  large  slxe,  and  tlie  box  needo  to  be  only  high  enough  to  allow  this 
to  stand  within  It.  When  not  in  use,  bo[h  covers  may  be  kept  closed.  When  used 
the  outside  or  top  cover  is  thrown  buL-h.  After  use,  the  scat  Is  raised  and  a  quantity 
of  dry  earth,  or  the  fine  siftlngs  of  coal  ashef,  is  thrown  In  witli  a  small  fire-shovel. 
The  earth  or  ashes  Is  kept  at  band  In  a  convenient  receptacle ;  or  the  box  may  be 
made  In  two  part.',  one  for  thn  scat  and  receiver,  and  tlie  other  for  the  earth  or  ashes. 
The  cover  of  the  eartb-box  should,  in  thai  case,  be  a  conlinuatiou  nf  the  seat,  so  that 
when  the  seat  is  raised  the  earth-box  Is  uncovered  at  the  sanie  time,  A  small  quan- 
tity of  earth  or  ashet  should  bo  thrown  into  the  receiving  vefisel  before  it  is  used,  to 
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absorb  liquid  excrement,  and  prevent  the  solid  ftom  stlckiag  to  the  metal  surface. 
If  as  much  ashes  or  eanh  is  thrown  Into  the  receiver  everj^  time  It  Is  used  as  is  neo- 
cBBory  to  cover  the  ofTenslve  matter  completely,  the  receiving  vessel  will  requlrv  no 
Attention  until  It  Is  full.  It  Is  then  emptied  and  returned  to  Its  place.  If  the  closet 
iB  managed  with  a  due  regard  to  decency,  the  work  of  emptying  Is  no  more  disagree- 
able than  that  of  emptying  a  bucket  of  damp  ashes.  There  is  nothlDf  About  It 
'  unpleasant  to  sight  or  smell." 

If  this  form  of  cartb-cloBct  Bhoald  be  adopted,  of  coareo  it  would  require 
tho  faithful  daily  attentiou  of  some  coiployu  about  the  station, 

Theso  suggestions  are  respectfully  submitted  for  tbe  conai deration  of  those 
persons  wbo  have  tbe  managomcnt  and  superintendeuce  of  railroads  in 
Michigan. 

H.  0.  HITCHCOCK,  M.   D., 
ComnUUee  o'l  Ditpotal  of  Excreta  and  Decompoiing  Organic  Matter. 


REPORT    OF   ATTENDANCE 

AT  THK  MKBTIM08  OF  TRK 

SANITARY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY, 

At  Its  Organization  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  April  30  and  May  1, 1870, 

AND  AT  Atlanta,  Oa^  Mat  5-9,  1879; 

or  TUE 

NATIONAL    BOARD     OF    HEALTH 

At  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Mat,  1879; 

AND  OF  THE 

SECTION  ON  STATE  MEDICINE  AND  PUBUC  HYGIENE 


IN 


The  American  Medical  Association, 


At  Atlanta,  Ga.,  Mat,  1879. 


BY    PROF.    R.    C.    KEDZIE.    M.    D.. 

Pbesidbnt  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health,  and  Its  Delegate  to  the  Sanitary 

Council  of  the  Mississiffi  Valley. 


PUBLIC    HEALTH    MEETINGS. 


REPORT    OF    PROCEEDINGS    OF    THE    SANITARY    COUNCIL    OF    THE 

MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY,  OF  THE  SECTION  ON  STATE  MEDICINE 

AND    PUBLIC    HYGIENE    OF    THE    AMERICAN    MEDICAL 

ASSOCIATION,   AND    OF   THE   MEETINGS   OF    THE 

NATIONAL  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  IN  ATLANTA. 


DT  B.  C.  KRDZIB,  DBLBOATK  FBOM  THB  BTATB  BOARD  OF  HBALTH  OF  MICmOAV. 


At  the  last  meeting  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  I  was  appointed  a 
delegate  from  this  body  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical 
Association,  in  Atlanta,  Georgia.  Before  the  time  of  meeting,  a  call  was 
issued  for  a  meeting  of  representatives  of  the  State  Boards  of  Health  of  the 
Mississippi  Valley  to  meet  in  Memphis,  Teun.,  on  the  30th  of  April,  for  con- 
sultation in  regard  to  the  best  means  for  preventing  the  spread  of  epidemic 
and  contagious  diseases  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi.  By  vote  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Board  individually,  I  was  requested  to  represent  this  Board  in  that 
conference.  The  National  Board  of  Health  issued  a  call  inviting  representa- 
tives of  boards  of  heaUh  and  sanitarians  throughout  the  country  to  meet  with 
the  National  Board  of  Health  at  Atlanta,  Georgia,  on  the  5th  of  May,  and 
during  the  days  of  the  session  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

I  thus  found  myself  in  the  way  of  attending  the  meetings  of  three  bodies 
where  sanitary  matters  would  be  a  leading  subject  of  discussion;  and  in  pre- 
senting my  report  of  the  proceedings,  I  am  embarrassed  how  to  condense  the 
information  within  the  limits  usually  assigned  to  such  a  report.  If  I  should 
transcend  these  limits  and  give  too  long  a  report,  my  only  excuse  will  be  the 
importance  of  the  subjects  brought  before  me. 

The  newspapers  containing  daily  reports  of  the  proceedings  of  the  various 
bodies,  i  have  already  sent  to  each  member  of  the  Board ;  also  the  official 
report  of  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  It  will  not,  there- 
fore, bo  necessary  in  this  report  to  recapitulate  the  routine  work  of  these 
meetings.  My  aim  will  be  to  bring  forward  the  facts  and  principles  developed 
at  these  meetings,  in  their  relation  to  the  prevention  of  the  spread  of  infectious 
and  contagious  diseases  along  the  lines  of  commercial  intercourse  and  of  travel. 

I  may  say,  in  passing,  that   I    was  most  cordially   received  everywhere, 


28  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH— REPORT  OP  SECRETARY,  1879. 

that  tho  fame  of  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  had  preceded  me  in  the 
distant  South,  and  that  its  hibors  in  sanitary  science  afforded  me  a  passport 
among  all  sanitarians.  The  people  of  the  South  were  most  earnest  and 
emphatic  in  their  cordial  welcome  to  those  who  sought  for  some  means  to  stay 
the  march  of  the  pestilence  which  had  so  fearfully  laid  waste  city  and  village 
alike.  At  this  distance  we  can  form  no  conception  of  the  wide-spread  min 
which  overtook  them.  In  the  city  of  Memphis  three-fifths  of  the  women  were 
clothed  in  mourning.  When  the  yellow  fever  was  mentioned  in  conversation, 
a  solemn  awe  filled  their  faces  as  tliough  the  shadow  of  the  wings  of  the  angel 
of  death  had  fallen  upon  them.  Never  in  the  history  of  this  country  was 
there  a  better  opportunity  for  advancing  the  sanitary  condition  of  our  country; 
the  fallow  ground  of  indifference  and  credulity  has  been  broken  up,  and  now 
is  the  time  to  sow  the  seed  of  sanitary  truth  with  liberal  hand,  that  it  may 
bear  a  royal  harvest  of  safety  and  peace  in  the  near  future,  and  for  all  time 
to  come. 

While  the  crystallizing  point  of  all  the  conference  and  consultation  of  these 
sanitarians  was  the  yellow  fever,  yet  the  same  considerations  and  precautions 
obtain  for  cholera  and  the  oriental  plague  which  once  more  threatens  Europe 
and  possibly  the  western  world.  The  benefits  of  such  an  examination  of  the 
fundamental  principles  of  sanitation,  and  of  the  conditions,  limitations,  and 
accessories  of  successful  quarantine  may  be  as  useful  for  Michigan  as  for 
Louisiana.  The  great  lines  of  travel  are  highways  for  cholera  as  certainly  as 
the  lines  of  commerce  are  for  yellow  fever. 

The  Mississippi  River  and  its  branches  drain  a  region  as  large  as  Europe. 
It  is  a  mighty  highway  of  the  world's  commerce.  It  is  wild  to  talk  of  closing 
it  against  its  natural  commercial  use  for  any  considerable  part  of  the  year; 
but  it  is  madness  to  suffer  it  to  become  tho  pathway  for  pestilence  through  the 
vast  regions  which  it  drains.  Sanitary  science  with  police  regulations  must 
keep  this  watery  pathway  safe  and  secure,  or  else  the  pitiless  hand  of  mob 
violence  will  spread  solitude  over  its  turbid  waters.  A  shot-gun  quarantine 
has  little  science  and  less  mercy;  but  it  is  apt  to  be  as  thorough  as  it  is  re- 
morseless. 

The  city  of  Memphis  fronts  upon  the  Mississippi  river  with  a  high  bluff, 
but  the  grounds  back  from  the  river  slope  down  to  what  was  formerly  a  branch 
of  the  river  but  is  now  a  stagnant  stream,  except  as  it  carries  off  the  sewage  of 
tho  city  or  the  overflow  from  rain  storms.  This  Bayou  Gayoso  is  practically  an 
open  sewer  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  city.  At  the  time  I  saw  it 
(last  of  April),  it  was  in  a  most  unsanitary  condition.  The  streets  of  Memphis 
were  paved  with  that  delusive  snare,  the  Nicholson  pavement.  The  wood  of 
this  pavement,  mixed  up  with  manurial  and  garbage  matter  of  the  street  and 
poached  with  the  muddy  soil,  presented,  both  to  the  eye  and  the  nose,  evidence 
of  the  unsanitary  condition  of  the  streets. 

Notwithstanding  the  city  had  been  so  terribly  scourged  by  the  yellow  fever, 
I  could  find  no  evidence  that  the  citizens  had  made  any  systematic  efforts  to 
remove  the  unsanitary  conditions  of  the  city  which  made  the  fever  pos- 
sible or  even  invited  its  presence.  Some  of  the  large  hotels  had  been  thor- 
oughly cleaned,  disinfected,  and  refurnished ;  but  the  city,  as  a  whole,  was  left 
in  its  old  unsanitary  condition.  Tho  sanitarians  from  abroad  shook  their 
heads  in  view  of  the  condition,  and  earnestly  asked  when  the  sanitary  reform 
would  begin.  But  the  city  had  given  up  its  organization  in  order  to  avoid  its 
debts,  and  private  and  unconcerted  action  was  all  their  reliance.  Yet  some  of 
their  leading  sanitarians  were  hopeful  that  sufficient  means  could  be  obtained 


SANITARY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY.  39 

by  private  contributiou  to  accomplish  the  Hercaloan  task  of  cleaDsing  a  foni 
city. 

In  conversation  with  Drs.  Mitchell  and  Manry  of  Memphis,  I  found  they  had 
little  confidence  in  antiseptics,  such  as  carbolic  acid,  for  the  arrest  of  yellow 
fever,  but  great  confidence  in  oxidizing  disinfectants,  sach  as  chlorine,  but 
especially  in  dilution  by  pure  air  and  ventilation. 

I  asked  what  they  thought  about  the  freezing  out  process  by  the  refrigerat- 
ing ship  at  the  month  of  the  Mississippi  river,  whereby  the  hold  or  inhabited 
parts  of  an  infected  ship,  or  ship  from  an  infected  port,  should  be  cooled  for 
hours  below  the  frost  point  in  order  to  destroy  the  germs  of  fever.  They  did 
not  feel  sanguine  of  success.  Dr.  Mitchell  called  the  refrigerating  ship  ^Uhe 
ice-cream  freezer; "  but  said  the  plan  was  untried  and  'Mt  might  prove  to  be 
a  gnat  or  an  elephant,  but  it  is  worth  trying  because  some  have  confidence  in 
it  and  will  not  be  satisfied  until  it  is  tried."  He  did  not  think  the  case  of  the 
U.  S.  ship  Plymouth  settled  the  question,  because  it  was  not  certain  that  the 
hold  of  the  ship  was  ever  frozen  out.  A  similar  case  occurred  a  number  of  years 
ago  in  a  man-of-war  which  wintered  in  New  York  after  having  had  tlie  fever, 
yet  tlie  fever  broke  out  again  when  the  ship  reached  a  hot  climate.  The  ship 
again  wintered  in  New  York  and  the  fever  broke  out  for  the  third  time  when 
the  ship  reached  a  tropical  climate.  A  report  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
made  since  this  conversation,  shows  that  the  Plymouth  was  thoroughly  frozen 
in  all  parts,  but  without  destroying  the  fever  infection.  The  facts  elicited 
about  the  Plymouth  have  rudely  shaken  the  old  ideas  of  the  preventive  influence 
of  freezing  temperature  in  respect  to  yellow  fever. 

In  conversation  with  Dr.  Pinckney  Thompson,  president  of  the  State  Board 
of  Health  of  Kentucky,  I  obtained  some  of  the  facts  about  the  yellow  fever  in 
Hickman,  Kentucky.  Dr.  Thompson  said,  "  If  any  town  in  the  country  ought 
to  have  yellow  fever  it  is  Hickman,  Kentucky.  The  business  part  of  the  city 
and  most  of  the  residences  are  built  upon  a  side  hill ;  the  hill-side  is  excavated 
so  that  the  rear  of  the  house  is  ten  feet  below  the  surface ;  the  space  behind 
the  house,  for  thirty  to  fifty  feet,  is  leveled  off  for  a  yard,  in  which  are  the 
privy,  cesspool,  etc.  The  houses  in  the  town  thus  rise  tier  above  tier,  and  the 
sewage  seeps  down  from  level  to  level,  the  floors  in  the  basements  of  these  houses 
rotting  out  in  from  four  to  six  years.  Hence  the  ravages  of  yellow  fever  in 
Hickman  last  year,  when  one-third  of  .the  inhabitants  were  attacked  by  the 
fever. 

In  response  to  the  invitation  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Tennessee,  a 
number  of  representatives  of  State  and  local  boards  of  health  met  at  the  rooms 
of  the  Howard  Association  in  Memphis  on  the  thirtieth  day  of  April,  1870. 
Among  those  present  were  Drs.  Choppin  and  Holliday,  Gen.  Bussey,  Maj. 
Fisher,  and  Mr.  Fenuer  of  New  Orleans;  Dr.  Ranch  of  Chicago;  Drs.  Thomp- 
son and  Thomas  of  Kentucky ;  Drs.  Plnnkett,  Clark,  and  Maury  and  Hon. 
John  Johnson  of  Tennessee  State  Board  of  Health ;  Dr.  Dowell  of  Galveston, 
Dr.  Taylor  of  Corinth,  Dr.  Burke  of  Helena,  Drs.  Thornton  and  Allen  of  Mem- 
phis, Drs.  Mitchell  and  Bemiss  of  National  Board  of  Health,  and  Dr.  Kedzie 
of  Michigan  Board  of  Health.  After  the  report  of  the  committee  on  creden- 
tials, the  question  was  debated  whether  we  should  hold  a  conference  on  the 
subject  of  quarantine  in  connection  with  the  prevention  or  restriction  of  yellow 
fever  and  then  adjourn  sine  die,  or  effect  a  permanent  organization  for  greater 
security  against  the  irruption  and  spread  of  contagious  and  epidemic  diseases. 
It  was  unanimously  decided  to  effect  a  permanent  organization,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  five  on  permanent  organization  was  appointed,  consisting  of  Drs.  Plunk- 
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ctty  Ranch,  Holliday,  Thompson,  and  Eedzio.    The  committee  reported  the 
following : 

CONSTITUTION  OF  TUE  SANITARY  COUNCIL  OF   THE  MISSISSIPPI   VALLEY. 

TITLE. 

I.  This  organization  shall  be  called  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley. 

OBJECT. 

II.  The  object  of  this  council  shall  be  to  promote  Inter-State  Sanitation  and  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  epidemics. 

MEMBERS  AND  FEES. 

III.  The  membership  of  the  Sanitary  Council  shall  be  composed  of  such  delentes 
from  State  Boards  of  Health,  and  other  sanitary  organizations,  as  the  majority  of 
the  council  present  may,  from  time  to  time,  elect.  The  fee  shall  be  ten  dollars  aono- 
ally  from  each  organization  having  representatives  in  the  Sanitary  Council. 

OFFICERS. 

IV.  The  officers  shall  be  a  President,  Vice  President,  and  Secretary.  All  the  offi- 
cers shall  be  elected  annually  by  ballot,  except  the  Secretary,  who  shall  be  elected 
fer  a  term  of  three  years. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

y.  The  President,  and  in  his  absence  the  Vice  President,  shall  perform  all  the  duties 
of  the  presiding  officer,  and  shall  call  a  special  meeting  of  the  council  at  the  request 
of  five  members  representing  five  different  States,  one  being  from  each  State. 

VI.  The  Secretary  shall  keep  the  records,  conduct  the  correspondence  of  the  Coun- 
cil, and  perform  such  other  duties  a»  the  executive  committee  may  direct.  In  addi- 
tion, he  shall  also  be  required  to  perform  the  duties  of  treasurer,  and  shall  at  eadi 
annual  meeting  render  an  itemized  account  of  all  moneys  received  and  ezpeaded. 

EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEB. 

VII.  The  executive  committee  shall  consist  of  the  President,  Vice  President^  and 
Secretary,  whose  duties  shall  be  to  carry  into  effect  the  directions  of  the  Council  and 
to  act  for  it  during  the  intervals  of  its  sessions  and  to  decide  upon  the  place  of 
each  annual  meeting. 

ANNUAL  MEETING. 

VIII.  The  annual  meeting  shall  be  held  on  the  third  Wednesday  in  April  of  each 
year. 

QUOUUM. 

IX.  The  delegates  from  any  five  States  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transao- 
tion  of  business. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

X.  The  order  of  business  shall  be  as  follows : 

1.  Boll  call. 

2.  Keading  and  correction  of  minutes  of  preceding  meeting. 

3.  Election  of  new  members. 

4.  Beport  of  executive  committee. 

5.  Beports  of  spcclnl  committees. 

C.  Beport  of  Secretary  and  Treasurer. 

7.  New  business. 

8.  Election  of  officers. 

ALTERATION  OF  CONSTITUTION. 

XI.  No  alteration  in  the  constitution  of  this  Council  shall  be  made  except  at  the 
annual  meetin*;,  and  then  only  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  present. 

In  l)is  opening  address^  Dr.  Plankett,  president  of  the  State  l^oard  of  Health 
of  Tennessee,  spoke  of  tlie  need  of  combined  effort  to  guard  the  great  nataral 
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highway  of  the  west  from  becoming  the  pathway  of  pestilence.  This  river 
sweeps  from  State  to  State  in  its  march  to  the  sea^  and  no  action  of  any  one 
State  could  be  effectual,  but  all  the  States  along  its  banks  must  combine  to 
keep  it  free  from  danger.  Dr.  Ghoppin  from  New  Orleans  spoke  of  the  great 
importance  of  New  Orleans  as  the  guard  at  the  front;  if  this  guard  is  pre- 
served, all  in  the  rear  will  be  in  safety ;  of  the  need  both  of  quarantine  and 
sanitation;  that  yellow  fever  is  not  endemic  in  New  Orleans,  but  is  always  the 
result  of  direct  importation ;  that  if  the  germs  of  the  fever  should  hibernate 
they  might  produce  sporadic  cases  of  fever,  but  never  an  epidemic.  He  as- 
sured us  that  all  parties  in  New  Orleans  were  alive  to  the  gravity  of  the  situa- 
tion. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ghoppin,  a  committee  of  three  was  appointed  to  present 
topics  for  consideration  by  the  council.  In  presenting  the  report  of  this  com- 
mittee, Dr.  Ghoppin  gave  his  views  in  regard  to  the  means  by  which  the  Miss- 
issippi Valley  and  the  whole  country  can  be  guarded  against  all  danger  of  yel- 
low fever,  viz. :  by  bigid  quabantike  against  all  infected  ports  from  first  of 
April  till  October,  or  till  all  danger  is  passed.  He  spoke  of  the  great  difficulty 
in  enforcing  quarantine  at  New  Orleans,  especially  against  the  fruit-carrying 
vessels  that  bring  fruit  from  the  islands  in  the  Garribbean  sea.  These  small 
vessels  find  scores  of  entrances  through  the  numerous  mouths  of  the  Missis- 
sippi river,  and  it  is  difficult  or  impossible  to  guard  all  these  entrances. 

Dr.  Holliday  asked  why  we  should  quarantine  against  those  islands  where 
the  fever  never  prevails?  Dr.  Ghoppin  answered,  "because  the  sailors  slip  over 
to  Balize  and  thus  become  infected." 

Dr.  Ghoppin's  argument  may  be  summed  up  as  follows:  Yellow  fever  is 
caused  by  a  specific  germ  which  is  exotic;  if  this  germ  is  excluded  by  rigid 
quarantine,  yellow  fever  can  never  prevail  in  our  country:  hence  rigid 
quarantine  is  our  only  safety. 

Dr.  Holliday  replied  by  quoting  the  saying  of  Dr.  John  Simon  of  England, 
that  "all  systems  of  quarantine  are  only  paper  plausibilities.^^  He  Spoke  of 
the  impossibility  of  enforcing  a  rigid  quarantine  at  New  Orleans:  that, 
although  the  yellow  fever  was  originally  exotic,  yet  by  reason  of  its  frequent 
occurrence  in  New  Orleans  it  had  become  endemic,  and  would  prevail  under 
unsanitary  conditions  in  that  city  even  if  no  infection  is  imported ;  but  that 
the  disease  could  never  prevail  as  an  epidemic  in  any  part  of  our  country  under 
good  sanitary  conditions:  hence  sanitation,  and  not  quarantine. 

The  views  of  Dr.  Ghoppin  on  one  side,  and  of  Dr.  Holliday  on  the  other, 
give  a  good  idea  of  the  two  schools  of  sanitarians  at  New  Orleans.  The 
Sanitary  Gonncil  seemed  to  come  to  the  conclusion  that  quarantine  against 
infection,  and  sanitation  against  the  spread  of  infection  were  the  right  and  left 
hands  of  sanitary  science,  with  which  to  grasp  and  hold  the  safety  and 
security  of  our  people. 

Before  presenting  the  topics  for  discussion  by  the  Gouncil,  Dr.  Ghoppin 
prefaced  the  report  with  a  statement  of  the  measures  being  enforced  by  the 
Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  to  prevent  the  introduction  and  spread  of 
yellow  fever,  and  of  which  the  following  is  the  substance : 

In  accordance  with  a  proclamation  issued  by  Gov.  Nicholls  on  the  10th  of  April, 
which  went  into  effect  April  30,  a  quarantine  station  has  been  established  at  a  point 
seventy  miles  below  the  city  of  New  Orleans.  Vessels  coming  from  ports  where 
yellow  fever  usually  prevails—that  is  from  all  ports  on  the  Gulf  lying  to  the  south 
of  Texas  and  all  West  India,  Bahama,  and  Bay  islands— are  subject  to  a  quarantine 
of  twenty  days.    The  regulation  includes  the  vessel  Itself,  the  cargo,  crew,  ofllcers^ 
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and  passcnorers.  When  a  vessel  has  arrived  from  any  port  declared  to  be  infected 
she  is  towed  up  from  the  mouth  of  the  river  to  the  Quarantine  Station,  and  dis- 
charges her  cargo  at  the  government  wharf.  The  cargo  is  then  placed  In  the  fi^ovem- 
ment  warehouse,  where  it  is  fumigated  and  disinfected.  The  vessel,  after  discharging 
her  cargo,  will  also  be  fumigated  and  disinfected,  and  then  be  allowed  to  proceed  to 
sea  witnout  touching  at  the  port  of  New  Orleans  at  all.  When  clear  from  the  Quar- 
antine Station,  the  vessel  will  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  talking  on  her  outward 
cargo,  under  the  following  regulations:  The  outward  cargo  will  be  placed  upon  a 
barge  at  the  city  and  towed  down  to  a  point  near  the  Quarantine  Station,  to  be 
hereafter  designated.  The  barge  will  there  be  anchored  in  the  middle  of  the  river, 
and  all  persons  on  board  of  her  removed.  Then,  after  being  thoroughly  disinfected, 
the  vessel  will  be  allowed  to  come  alongside  and  tsike  on  her  cargo  with  her  own 
crew,  and  depart.  The  barge  will  then  be  disinfected  before  l^ing  allowed  to 
return  to  the  city. 

In  the  event  of  any  cases  of  fever  breaking  out  in  the  city  from  germs  hibernating 
from  the  last  epidemic,  each  case  will  be  kept  under  strict  surveillance,  and  ingress 
and  egress  from  the  house  where  such  case  occurs  will  be  prevented  by  a  cordon  of 
sanitary  police,  so  as  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease. 

Dr.  Choppin  added  that  the  City  Council  and  the  State  Board  of  Health,  assisted 
by  the  Auxiliary  Sanitary  Committee,  are  doing  all  in  their  power  to  place  the  city 
in  a  perfect  sanitary  condition.  The  State  Board  of  Health  will  take  pleasure  in 
communicating  to  other  State  Boards  any  information  which  may  be  desired. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Dr.  Choppin's  remarks,  Gen.  Bussey  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  meeting  for  a  few  minutes,  and  spoke  as  follows : 

Mr.  President:  Before  we  act  on  the  report  of  the  committee,  I  desire  to  make  a 
statement.  I  am  aware  that  the  people  throughout  the  country  where  yellow  fever 
has  existed  look  to  New  Orleans  as  the  point  of  greatest  danger,  and,  in  view  of  past 
experience,  not  without  cause.  Last  year,  the  sanitary  condition  of  New  Orleans 
was  as  bad  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine;  the  city  authorities  believed  in  the  measares 
adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health,  viz.,  the  use  of  carbolic  acid,  etc.,  but  not  having 
revenues  sufficient  for  the  work  necessary,  allowed  the  city  to  become  unusually 
Ulthy.  Garbage,  wliich  should  have  been  removed  beyond  the  reach  of  the  inhab- 
itants, was  dumped  on  the  streets  to  breed  disease.  The  season  was  the  warmest 
known  for  many  years,  with  greater  humidity  in  the  atmosphere  than  usual,  pro- 
ducing just  the  conditions  necessary  for  the  spread  of  the  poison.  Hence  it  was  that, 
when  yellow  fever  broke  out,  it  soon  spread,  and  rendered  the  measures  adopted  by 
the  Board  of  Health  unavailing. 

I  want  to  assure  you,  gentlemen,  and  the  organizations  you  represent,  that  New 
Orleans  is  determined  to  make  amends  as  far  as  possible,  and  we  hope  to  gain  your 
confidence  in  our  city  as  a  place  where  people  can  live,  every  month  in  the  year,  without 
fear  of  infectious  diseases.  Tlie  Board  of  Health  has  adopted  measures  to  this  end, 
including  a  rigid  quarantine  and  tlie  strictest  sanitary  measures.  The  city  authori- 
ties are  working  in  full  accord,  but  have  not  the  means  to  perform  the  work,  except 
in  part.  To  meet  the  emergency,  the  merchants  and  other  citizens  of  New  Orleans 
have  organized  a  sanitary  association,  under  the  laws  of  the  State,  to  co-operate 
with  the  Board  of  Health  and  the  city  autliorities  in  performing  the  duty.  We  have 
called  upon  the  people  for  voluntary  subscriptions,  which  have  been  freely  given,  our 
banks  and  insurance  companies  subscribing  $500  to  91,000  each,  while  our  merchants 
have  given  from  $50  to  $500  each,  and  those  less  able  their  small  contributions.  Fire 
companies  and  owners  of  tugboats  and  engines  have  tendered  the  free  use  of  their 
engines  to  aid  in  flushing  the  gutters.  Our  association  is  purchasing  covered  carts 
to  supply  a  deficiency  lor  removing  garbage,  constructing  garbage  and  nuisance 
boats,  laying  pipe  on  the  front  of  the  city  with  which  to  flush  the  gutters,  and 
building  flood-gates  through  which  tlie  canals  in  the  rear  of  the  city  may  be  kept 
supplied  with  pure  water.  We  have  caused  to  be  filled  up  with  river-sand  the 
cemeteries,  and  those  objectionable  closed  against  future  burials,  and  are  also 
purchasing  disinfectants  for  free  distribution. 

We  have  invited,  and  are  receiving,  the  active  co-operation  of  all  the  benevolent, 
charitable,  and  screwmen^s  associations,  numbering  many  thousand  persons,  in 
enforcing  our  recommendations.  We  have  organized  local  sanitary  committees  in 
every  ward,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  to  the  thorough  cleansing  of  their  immediate 
localities.  AVe  have  addressed  an  appeal  to  every  church  of  every  denomination  or 
creed,  white  or  colored,  to  be  read  to  their  congregations,  in  which  we  ask  every 
householder  in  New  Orleans  to  see  to  the  perfect  cleanliness  of  his  own  premises, 
and  to  report  every  nuisance    which    may  exist  to   the    Association.     We    have 
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appointed  many  inspectors  and  volunteer  policemen,  who  have  been  commissioned 
by  the  Mayor  to  aid  in  the  enforcement  of  city  sanitary  ordinances.  Wu  expect  to 
raise  and  disburse  in  this  vrork  $100,000. 

The  enforcement  of  rigid  quarantine  regulations  against  a  large  part  of  t!ie  trade 
of  New  Orleans  imposes  a  heavy  loss  on  tlie  people  engaged  in  commerce  in  our  city. 
The  fruit  trade  alone  was  estimated  at  $100,000  for  last  weelc.  In  view  of  what  we 
are  doing,  I  hope  inland  towns  and  cities  will  not  quarantine  against  us  until  it  is 
atMolutely  necessary  for  their  own  protection,  as  wo  are  doing  all  that  can  be  done  to 
preserve  the  health  of  the  city.  May  I  not  ask  that  all  tlie  towns  in  the  fever 
district  adopt  measures  similar  to  those  I  have  shown  you  we  have  inaugurated?  I 
know,  from  experience,  that  country  towns  are  liable  to  become  unfit  to  live  in  from 
neglect  on  the  part  of  tiiOKe  in  authority.  I  remember  an  instance  during  the  war, 
when  I  assumed  command  at  Fort  Smith.  I  found  four  thouf>and  soldiers  camped 
near  the  town,  with  the  dead  carcasses  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  animals  within  easy 
smelling  distance,  and  the  town  in  a  most  filtliy  condition.  Much  can  be  done  by 
united  effort  here  in  thii>city  and  elsewhere  to  remove  the  conditions  favorable  for 
the  reception  and  spread  of  yellow  fever. 

I  am  aware  that  New  Orleans  has  been  suspected  of  not  always  telling  the  truth 
about  the  existence  of  yellow  fever.  I  want  to  say  here,  whatever  may  have  been 
the  facts  in  the  past,  there  shall  be  no  deception  in  the  future.  The  Board  of  Health 
will  make  trutliful  reports,  and  tlie  association  I  represent  authorizes  me  to  assure 
you  and  the  public  that  truthful  reports  shall  be  made  at  all  times  by  that  associa- 
tion. The  question  is  one  involving  the  lives  of  the  people,  and  it  shall  not  be  said 
that  we  suppress  the  truth  in  order  to  save  our  trade  at  the  risk  of  spreading  disease 
to  neighboring  cities.  1  have  lived  in  New  Orleans  thirteen  years,  anuam  not 
acclimated.  I  have  been  in  New  Orleans  several  times  when  there  have  been  cases 
of  vellow  fever  in  the  city  but  confined  to  a  limited  district.  The  disease  not  being 
epidemic,  I  felt  that  there  was  no  danger  of  taking  it.  Dr.  Choppin  has  stated  that, 
should  sporadic  cases  appear  during  the  summer,  they  will  be  isolated  and  kept 
excluded  from  contact  with  people  who  might  spread  the  disease.  It  is  hoped  that 
wo  may  pass  through  the  summer  without  a  recurrence  of  the  terrible  scenes  which 
are  fresli  in  the  minds  of  all  of  you.    We  can  do  much  to  prevent  them. 

TI)o  following  propositioDS  were  presented  by  Dr.  Clioppiu,  cliairmati  of 
committee,  discussed  by  members  of  the  Sanitary  Council,  and  uunuimously 
adopted : 

1. 

This  Council  approves  the  action  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Louisiana  and 
the  Auxiliary  Sanitary  Association  of  New  Orleans  to  prevent  the  introduction  and 
spread  of  yellow  fever,  and  the  assurance  given  by  that  Board  to  furnish  immediate 
information  to  all  Boards  of  Health  represented  in  this  Council. 

XL 

The  Louisiana  State  Board  of  Health  obligates  itself  to  furnish  information  to  all 
the  Boards  represented  in  this  Council.  Whenever  a  case  of  yellow  fever  is  reported 
to  the  authorities  at  New  Orleans,  the  same  will  be  reported  by  telegram  to  all  the 
Boards  of  Health  and  sanitary  organizations  represented  in  the  Mississippi  Valley 
Sanitary  Council. 

IIL 

It  recommends  that  all  the  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  along  the  Mississippi  River 
and  along  the  lines  of  the  different  railroads  emerging  from  New  Orleans,  be  at  once 
placed  in  the  best  possible  sanitary  condition. 

IV. 

It  is  urged  upon  every  inland  town  to  report  at  once  to  the  nearest  Board  of  Health 
the  occurrence  of  any  and  every  case  of  yellow  fever  which  may  appear  within  or 
near  its  limits,  and  the  isolation  and  disinfection  of  every  such  cose  is  strougly 
urged. 

V. 

It  recommends  to  the  National  Board  of  Health  the  establishment  of  quarantines 
at  the  South  Atlantic  and  (iulf  ports  where  tliey  do  not  now  exist. 
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VI. 

This  Council  will  ftirnisli  information  to  the  various  towns  and  cities  In  the 
Mississippi  Valley  when  inland  quarantine  should,  in  its  opinion,  be  enforced. 

The  following  resolations  were  then  offered  and  adopted : 

Beaolved,  That  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley  heartily  indorses  the 
bill  now  before  Congress  ^^  to  increase  the  eflSciency  of  the  National  Board  of  Health, 
and  to  prevent  the  introduction  into,  or  spread  within,  the  United  States,  of  oob- 
tagious  and  infectious  diseases,"  and  would  respectfully  recommend  its  speedy  |ia»- 
sage  by  Congress,  so  as  to  clothe  the  Board  with  executive,  as  well  as  advisory 
powers. 

Besohed^  That  this  Council  is  in  hearty  sympathy  with  the  National  Board  of 
Heidth  in  its  object  of  securing  the  restraint  of  pestilential  epidemics  in  the  whole 
country,  and  pledges  itself  to  a  hearty  cooperation  with  the  National  Board  of 
Health  in  this  noble  work. 

Beaolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  sent  to  the  State  delegations  in  Con- 

?:ress,  of  each  of  the  States  represented  in  this  Sanitary  Council,  respectfully  request- 
ng  their  assistance  in  securing  legislation  which  shall  protect  our  people  from 
foreign  pestilence  and  domestic  danger. 

Dr.  Kedzie — premising  that  he  did  not  wisli  to  be  chairman  of  the  commit- 
tee—offered the  following  resolution,  whicli,  with  the  amendment  of  Maj. 
Fisher,  was  adopted : 

Beaolved^  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  prepare  an 
address  to  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  setting  forth  the  necessity 
of  immediate  sanitation  in  every  city  and  municipality  of  the  valley,  and  the  means 
and  methods  of  such  sanitary  reforms. 

Amendment  by  C,  G,  Fisher  :  That  all  such  cities,  towns,  and  villages  in  the  Mis- 
sissippi Valley  be  urgently  requested  to  Immediately  appoint  and  authorise  some 
board  or  person  in  their  respective  communities  to  place  themselves  in  correspond- 
ence with  their  respective  State  Boards  of  Health,  which  person  or  board  shall  make 
prompt  and  truthful  reports  of  all  cases  of  yellow  fever,  or  any  other  infections  dis- 
ease, occurring  in  their  locality;  and  that  no  quarantine  be  establislied  without 
consultation  with  or  by  advice  from  the  State  Boards  of  Health,  and  that  Citisens^ 
Sanitary  Associations  be  organized  in  all  such  towns. 

Drs.  Holliday,  Maary,  and  Kedzie  were  appointed  said  committee.  The 
committee  sabmitted  the  following  address  on 

GENERAL  SANITATION. 

Drainage.— A  thoroughly-drained  soil  is  all  important.  This  shonld  be  secured 
where  practicable  by  a  complete  system  of  sewers  or  underj^round  drains.  If  this  is 
not  practicable,  superficial  or  surface  drains  should  be  properly  located,  and  fre- 
quently examined,  so  as  to  insure  cleanliness  and  effectiveness. 

It  is  of  the  first  importance  that  dwelling-houses  should  be  built  on  dry  £^round  so 
elevated  that  there  shall  be  no  possibility  of  an  accumulation  of  stagnant  water 
under  the  floors  at  any  lime. 

Constant  inspection  of  houses,  cellars,  yards,  and  outbuildings  is  imperative,  so  as 
to  prevent  the  accumulation  of  filth,  garbage,  or  masses  of  decomposing  organic 
matter  so  prejudicial  to  health.  It  is  equally  necessary  that  some  means  bo  devised 
for  the  disposal  of  the  same,  so  as  to  render  it  Imrmlcss*. 

Wateu-Closkts  and  Privies.— Fott/  odors  are  Nature''s  signal  of  danger,  Watei^ 
closets  should  be  properly  constructed,  kept  free  from  odor  and  always  plentifully 
supplied  with  water.  The  waste-pipes  should  be  wholly  disconnected  from  all  other 
pipes,  and  provided  with  independent  ventilation.  They  should  be  so  located  as  to 
avoid  all  possibility  of  polluting  the  air  of  any  other  part  of  the  house. 

Where  privies  are  used,  they  should  be  built  above  ground  with  water-tight  vamUs^ 
kept  Jilways  free  from  foul  smell  by  the  liberal  use  of  dry  earth  sifted  upon  the  con- 
tents, or  by  the  use  of  a  solution  of  copperas.  They  should  be  emptied  at  least  twice 
a  year  or  oftener  if  the  contents  accumulate  to  more  than  one-third  the  capacity  of 
the  vault.    Tlie  walls  and  ceilings  should  be  thoroughly  whitewashed. 

Instead  of  ordinary  privies,  the  pail-system  in  general  use  in  many  of  the  manufac- 
turing towns  of  England  is  recommended  sis  being  found  to  combine  economy,  sim- 


SANITARY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI  VALLEY.  35 

pi icity  of  construction,  easy  management,  with  great  facility  for  removing  contents 
without  odor  or  inconvenience. 

Privies  should  be  so  placed  as  to  prevent  their  exhalations  from  contaminating 
the  air  of  houses  or  polluting  the  sources  of  water-supply  from  wells  or  cisterns. 

Water-supply.— *•  Water,  next  to  air,  is  the  chief  necessary  of  life."  We  may 
even  place  it  before  food,  because  all  food  is  largely  composed  of  it;  and  it  is 
required,  too,  for  personal  cleanliness,  and  for  the  purification  of  our  houses  and 
their  surroundings. 

Running  8tream$  and  tprings^  which  are  the  best  sources  of  water-supply,  should  be 
frequently  examined,  in  order  to  detect  otherwise  unsuspected  causes  of  pollution. 

Cisterns  should  be  constructed  of  suitable  material,  carefully  built  and  covered,  and 
so  placed  that  no  foul  air  can  pass  through  or  over  the  water  they  contain.  The 
overflow  pipes  from  cisterns  should  be  free  from  connection  with  any  other  pipes. 
BoofB  and  gutters  supplying  cisterns  must  be  frequently  inspected,  and  some  simple 
contrivance  should  be  adopted  to  insure  their  careful  cleansing,  before  the  water  is 
allowed  to  run  into  the  cistern.  Cistern-water  ought  to  be  frequently  examined  and 
kept  free  from  color,  odor,  or  other  indications  of  impurity. 

Wells  are  the  most  dangerous  sources  of  watei^upply,  for  few  wells  are  safe  from 
surface  pollution.  Wells  should,  therefore,  be  properly  located,  to  avoid  all  possible 
risk  of  contamination  from  their  surroundings,  carefully  built  with  elevated  curbs 
and  covered  tops.    The  water  they  contain  should  be  examined  at  short  intervals. 

A  simple  method  of  examination  is  by  dissolving  a  lump  of  loaf  sugar  in  a  quan- 
tity of  the  suspected  water  in  a  dean  bottle,  which  should  have  a  dose-fitting  glass 
stopper.  Set  the  bottle  in  the  window  of  a  room  where  the  sunlight  will  fall  on  it.  If 
the  water  remains  bright  and  limpid  after  a  week^s  exposure,  it  may  be  pronounced 
fit  for  use.  But  if  it  TOComes  turbid  during  the  week,  it  contains  enough  impurity 
to  be  unhealthy.  Such  water  should  not  be  used  for  drinking  purposes  until  It  has 
been  boiled  and  filtered;  after  which  it  should  be  aerated  by  any  simple  process,  such 
as  pouring  several  times  from  one  vessel  Into  another  in  the  open  air.  The  addition 
of  a  solution  of  permanganate  of  potassa  will  also  serve,  in  most  cases,  to  sufilciently 
purify  water  for  drinking  purposes.  Eight  grains  of  the  permanganate  to  one 
ounce  of  distilled  or  boiled  water  will  make  the  solution.  Add  one  drop  of  this  to 
half  a  pint  of  the  suspected  water;  if  tlie  red  tint  disappears  In  half  an  hour,  add 
another  drop.  For  every  drop  that  loses  its  color  in  the  half  pint,  there  will  be 
from  one-half  to  two  grains  of  organic  impurity  in  one  gallon  of  the  water.  If  such 
water  must  be  used,  drop  in  the  permanganate  until  the  red  tint  remains;  the  solu- 
tion in  this  proportion  is  not  injurious,  nor  does  It  taste  unpleasantly. 

DwELUNOS. — The  prime  conditions  of  health  in  a  house  depend  upon  cleanliness^ 
pure  atr,  and  unpolluted  water;  the  prompt  and  thorough  removal  of  all  refuse ;  and 
the  perfect  exclusion  of  all  foul  matters  arising  outside  the  house. 

Good  ventilation  is  absolutely  necessary.  Rooms  should  be  frequently  aired,  and 
a  daily  visit  from  Dr.  Sunshine  encouraged.  Overcrowding  is  a  fruitful  source  of  air- 
pollution  in  dwellings. 

Zealous  attention  should  be  paid  to  cellars,  pantries,  and  passages.  Mold,  damp- 
ness, and  foul  smells  are  never  to  be  neglected.  The  sun^s  rays,  free  ventilation,  and 
a  lavish  use  of  whitewash  are  excellent  scavengers. 

The  floors  of  dwellings  should  be  frequently  washed.  Choose  for  this  purpose  a 
dry  day;  doqrs  and  windows  to  be  left  open  during  and  after  the  operation  until 
thoroughly  dry.  The  floors  of  dwellings  should  always  be  raised  from  three  to  four 
feet  above  ground,  so  as  to  insure  perfect  ventilation  beneath,  and  the  site  should  be 
higher  than  the  surroundings,  so  as  at  all  times  to  prevent  dampness  or  presence  of 
stagnant  water. 

Disinfectants  and  DEODORANTS.—More  than  half  of  these  agents  are  valueless  in 
preventing  disease,  and  dangerous  as  being  productive  of  false  security. 

Heat  and  ptir^  air  are  the  best  of  all  disinfectants.  Where  other  agents  are  neces- 
sary, the  following  list  will  be  found  useful: 

Copperas  can  be  used  almost  anywhere,  cheap  and  efllcient.  Especially  useful  in 
privies,  etc.  Ten  pounds  in  a  pailful  of  wacer;  a  teacupful  in  bed-pans,  chambers, 
etc.,  after  being  used.  A  quart  a  day  in  privies,  urinals,  etc.,  for  ordinary  purposes. 
In  dangerous  diseases,  add  from  a  pint  to  a  quart  to  each  discharge.  The  contents 
of  a  privy  six  feet  in  diameter  and  twelve  feet  deep,  will  require  twenty  pounds  of 
copperas  to  disinfect  it. 

Quicklime  and  gypsum  or  land-plaster^  are  good  absorbents,  and  may  be  used  advan- 
tageously in  damp  places,  cellars,  gutters,  etc.  They  should  not,  however,  be  used 
in  drains,  catch-basins,  sewers,  sou-pipes,  etc.;  nor  where   they  are  liable  to  be 
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washed  into  such  places,  lest  they,  by  decomposing  soap-water,  form  llme-Aoap  and 
obstruct  the  passages. 

Charcoal  is  one  of  the  best  deodorants,  absorbing  large  volnmes  of  gases.  May  be 
used  in  powder,  mixed  with  lime  or  gypsum,  and  sprinkled  f^ely  in  malodoroot 
localities.  Suspended  in  a  basket,  in  clsternH,  meat-^afes,  dairies,  etc.  It  tends  to 
keep  the  contents  from  absorbing  foul  odors.  Charcoal  should  be  frequently  retieated 
to  drive  off  the  absorbed  gases  and  renew  its  efficiency. 

Carbolic  Acid  and  the  coal-tar  disinfectants  are  only  admissible  for  outdoor  use,  on 
account  of  their  odor.  Mixed  with  gypsum,  they  are  valuable  around  stables,  out- 
buildings, etc.  A  gill  of  carbolic  acid  In  a  pailful  of  water  may  be  used  to  flush 
sewers,  drains,  etc.,  and  in  privy-vaults  and  catch-basins. 

Chloride  of  Lime  is  sufficiently  well  known  not  to  need  special  mention  here,  except 
to  say  that  its  value  Is  greatly  over-rated.  The  addition  of  strong  vinegar  or  dilute 
sulphuric  acid  (oil  of  vitriol)  materially  Increases  its  efficiency. 

Chloride  of  Zinc  may  be  uf^ed  instead  of  copperas,  and  has  tlie  advantage  of  neither 
bleaching  nor  staining  white  or  colored  fabrics  with  which  It  may  come  in  contact 
On  this  account,  it  is  especially  useful  in  disinfecting  clothing,  bedding,  etc. 

Of  the  largo  number  of  proprietary  preparations  sold  for  disinfecting  purposes,  ft  is 
not  necessary  to  treat  in  this  connection.  If  further  information  is  needed, consult 
your  sanitary  officer  or  family  physician. 

In  General.— Should  desease.  however,  in  spite  of  every  reasonable  care,  break  out 
in  our  midst,  allay  fear  and  prevent  panic,  which  is  always  senseless,  demoralizing  tlie 
well  and  jeopardizing,  to  an  incalculable  extent,  the  lives  of  those  wlio  may  fait  sick. 
*^  In  a  sick-room  there  should  be  wise  heads,  willing  hands  and  loving  liearts  in  tha 
attendants,  and  thankful  submission,  with  common  sense,  in  the  patient.^ 

The  following  general  directions  are  useful  in  contagious  or  infectious  sickness: 

1.  The  sick  person  sliould  be  restricted  to  one  room,  or  a  part  of  the  house  separated 
from  the  other  inmates. 

2.  Secure  proper  ventilation  of  the  sick-room,  without  producing  draui^lits.  Smell 
is  an  excellent  guide  as  to  state  of  air;  if  air  is  eioeet  there  is  but  little  dread  to  be 
felt. 

3.  The  virulence  of  any  poison  which  causes  the  spread  of  disease  is  greatly  In- 
creased by  concentration  in  close  rooms  and  decreased  by  dilution  and  free  clrculatiM 
of  air. 

4.  The  linen,  clothing,  bedding,  utensils,  and  every  object  touched  by  or  In  contact 
with  the  sick,  should  be  isolated,  and  such  as  will  permit,  should  be  tlirown  into  boil- 
ing water,  there  to  remain  for  at  least  half  an  hour. 

5.  The  nurse  should  be  restricted  to  the  sick-room  or  otherwise  Isolated. 

6.  Remember  that  disease  is  communicated  by  both  the  poisoned  air  about  the  sick, 
by  the  clothes  and  other  articles  used  or  touched  by  them. 

7.  After  the  patient  leaves  the  sick-room  it  should  be  purified  and  disinfected.  BoU 
everything  that  will  admit  of  It;  scald  all  utensils;  scrub  the  floors;  whitewash  ceil- 
ing and  walls.  Empty  the  room  entirely  and  leave  doors  and  windows  open  for  at 
least  a  day  or  two. 

In  conclusion,  we  would  advise,  where  practicable,  the  formation  of  ai»soclations  for 
sanitary  protection,  such  ns  are  now  in  successful  operation  in  Edinburgh,  and  In  New- 
port, K.  I.  A  trifling  yearly  subscription  entitles  each  member  to  the  Taluable 
services  of  a  skilled  sanitary  engineer  and  sanitary  inspector,  whose  advice  enablei 
him  to  carry  out  all  improved  methods  of  sanitation  they  may  suggest. 

(Signed,)  D.  C.  HOIXIDAT,  M.  D. 

R.  B.  MAURY,  M.  D. 
R.  C.  KEDZI  fc:,  M.  D. 

The  Sanitary  Council  adjourned  to  meet  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  on  the  5th  day  of 
May,  to  attend  the  meetiugs  of  tho  National  Board  of  Health,  and  to  transact 
such  business  as  might  come  before  it. 
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PROCEEDINGS  AT  ATLANTA. 
MARITIME  QUARANTINE. 

By  invitation  of  the  National  Board  of  Health,  the  Sanitary  Council  attended 
their  meetings  and  participated  in  the  discussion  of  the  subject  of  quarantine, 
which  was  the  leading  topic. 

Maritime  quarantine  was  first  considered,  and  Dr.  J.  S.  Billings,  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  National  Board,  presented  the  following  topics  as  outlines  for  the 
discussion  of  maritime  quarantine : 

1.  Points  to  bo  observed  in  reference  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  ship  while 
in  a  foreign  port  in  an  infected  district. 

2.  Points  relating  to  the  management  of  a  vessel  on  its  passage  from  an 
infected  port. 

3.  Inspection  and  detention  of  an  infected  vessel  on  arriving  in  port. 

4.  Treatment  of  men  and  passengers. 

5.  Treatment  of  cargo. 

6.  Treatment  of  ship. 

The  discussion  was  opened  by  Dr.  Vanderpoel  of  New  York,  who  spoke  of 
the  difficulties  in  establishing  a  national  quarantine,  but  said  that  these 
difficulties  are  not  insuperable.  It  is  a  misfortune  that  the  name  quarantine 
(40  days)  embraces  the  idea  of  time  as  the  main  element,  whereas,  time  is  not 
the  prominent  element  in  rational  quarantine.  In  discussing  the  subject  of 
quarantine  we  must  at  the  outset  draw  a  sharp  line  between  the  sanitary 
regulations  and  the  police  regulations  of  quarantine.  National  quarantine 
must  relate  to  sanitary  regulations  to  be  observed  in  all  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  leave  to  the  several  ports  to  arrange  in  regard  to  all  police 
regulations. 

Quarantine  does  not  necessarily  imply  detention,  except  for  two  purposes: 

(a.)  Sufficient  detention  to  remove  all  infectious  matter; 

fb.)  Detention  during  *' the  incubative  period." 

Dr.  Vanderpoel  said  there  were  many  points  of  difference  in  the  sanitary 
management  of  sailing  vessels  and  steamers,  and  proposed  to  consider  these 
two  classes  of  vessels  separately. 

I. — SAILING  VESSELS. 

1.  Sanitary  condition  of  vessels  in  foreign  ports,  and  the  means  of  prevent- 
ing the  infection  of  vessels  in  foreign  ports.  Some  vessels  almost  always  bring 
infection,  and  others  almost  never.  The  difference  is  in  the  management  of 
vessels  and  men  when  in  foreign  port:  often  the  vessel  lies  for  one  to  five 
weeks  waiting  for  a  cargo,  and  the  men  are  allowed  to  go  ashore,  and  are 
exposed  to  all  means  of  infection,  while  the  vessel  is  often  in  the  unhealthiest 
part  of  the  harbor.  If  the  vessel  is  kept  in  good  condition  by  daily  pumping 
out  the  bilge-water  and  pumping  in  water  till  the  bilge  is  clear,  there  is  little 
danger,  for  the  bilge  is  the  especial  nidus  of  the  infection  of  fever.  The 
officers  must  look  after  the  diet  of  the  men,  and  compel  them  to  come  on  board 
before  nightfall,  and  prevent  their  sleeping  on  deck;  make  the  men  every 
night  take  off  their  soiled  and  sweaty  flannels,  take  a  sea-bath,  put  on  clean 
flannels,  and  sleep  below  deck;  keep  their  bowels  regular  by  daily  evacuation. 
If  these  precautions  are  observed  the  men  are  apt  to  escape  the  fever. 
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Dr.  Billings  asked  how  many  vessels  coming  to  New  York  take  these  pre- 
cautious? Are  the  vessel-owners  repaid  for  this  expense  by  increased  saving 
and  profit? 

Dr.  Vanderpoel. — In  the  West  India  trade  very  few  vessels  observe  these 
precautions ;  it  is  veiy  difficult  to  answer  whether  they  are  repaid  by  increased 
profit. 

Dr.  E.  L.  Howard  of  Baltimore.— I  will  answer  Dr.  Billings'  question  so  far 
as  Baltimore  is  concerned.  Of  the  Kio  vessels,  two-thirds  observe  them;  of 
the  West  India  vessels,  almost  none,  and  the  vessels  in  the  sugar  and  molasses 
trade  are  very  filthy.  I  question  the  statement  that  the  bilge  is  the  nidus  of 
the  fever-germ.  I  look  ratlicr  to  the  filthy  body-clothing  of  the  men,  and 
their  foul  quarters  in  the  forecastle. 

Dr.  Nash  of  Norfolk,  agreed  with  Dr.  Vanderpoel,  that  the  bilge  is  the 
source  of  danger  in  spreading  contagion  or  carrying  infection  on  shipboard. 

Mayor  Cobb  of  Pensacola. — I  agree  with  Dr.  Vanderpoel,  that  we  cannot 
fix  a  limit  of  time  for  quarantine.  In  regard  to  the  care  of  vessels  in  foreign 
ports,  we  never  allow  the  men  to  go  ashore  before  midday  and  to  return  beforo 
night-fall,  and  never  let  them  sleep  on  deck.  I  think  there  is  often  danger 
from  bilge-water,  but  more  often  from  infected  and  foul  forecastle. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel. — 2.  A  vessel  in  passage  should  have  her  bilge  daily  pumped 
out  and  removed  by  fresh  water  till  the  bilge  is  pumped  out  clear.  Keep  the 
living  apartments  of  the  vessel  well  ventilated,  and  the  bowels  of  the  men  in 
reasonably  active  condition  because  the  fever-poison  often  seems  to  be  carried 
out  of  the  system  by  the  alvine  evacuations. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel.— 3.  A  vessel  arriving  in  port  from  an  infected  district  is  de- 
tained 48  hours  in  quarantine  to  afford  time  to  examine, clean  up,and  disinfect  the 
ship  (by  chlorine  rather  than  by  sulphurous  acid) ;  the  hatches  are  opened,  and 
the  hold  fumigated  throughout  repeatedly,  at  least  twice  a  day ;  the  ship  is  then 
sent  forward  to  be  unloaded  by  lighters  as  soon  as  possible.  The  stevedores 
are  kept  at  the  lighterage  ground  for  the  entire  season,  and  not  allowed  to 
leave  the  station ;  the  same  is  true  of  the  coopers  who  work  in  the  holds  of 
infected  vessels.  After  the  vessel  is  unloaded,  the  ship  is  scrubbed,  the  sidei 
washed  down  with  a  stream  of  water  from  the  hose  of  a  steam-pump,  the 
scrubbing  brush  following  the  stream  of  water  till  the  whole  inside  of  the  ship 
is  thoroughly  washed  out;  the  bilge-water  is  pumped  out  and  clean  water 
pumped  in  till  the  water  comes  off  clear;  the  ship  is  again  fumigated  and  then 
discharged.  In  this  way  the  infected  ship  never  comes  to  the  city,  but  is 
cleaned,  disinfected,  and  send  abroad  in  the  best  possible  sanitary  condition. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel  said  that  thcrc  never  was  a  space  of  three  days  in  the 
summer  when  there  was  not  yellow  fever  in  the  port  of  New  York,  and  yet  it 
was  kept  out  of  the  city  by  a  thorough  quarantine. 

Dr.  Howard. — In  Baltimore,  wc  fumigate  the  cabin  and  forecastle  by  bnra- 
ing  sulphur,  pump  out  the  bilge  and  fiush  and  pump  till  the  water  comes  off 
clear;  then  fumigate  the  hold  with  sulphurous  acid.  If  any  one  on  ship- 
board has  the  fever,  the  clothes,  bedding,  etc.,  arc  saturated  with  coal-oil,  taken 
ashore  and  burned.     The  cargo  seldom  becomes  a  means  of  spreading  fever. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel  confirmed  this  last  statement. 

Dr.  Billings. — Are  there  any  rules  as  to  which  we  shall  use  for  disinfection, 
chlorine  or  sulphurous  acid,  the  relative  activity  of  each,  and  the  quantity  v» 
should  use  to  disinfect  a  ship's  hold? 

Dr.  Vanderpoel. — We  use  one  or  the  other  indifferently,  but  as  chlorine  it 
'^ry  diffusive  and  easily  made,  wo  commonly  use  it.     We  place  the  dry  black 
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oxide  of  manganese  in  shallow  lead  pans  in  the  hold,  and  the  men  ponr  muri- 
atic acid  from  lags  on  the  oxide  of  manganese,  and  leave  the  mixture  to  form 
chlorine. 

Dr.  Nash  of  Norfolk. — I  use  100  lbs.  of  sulphur  to  fumigate  the  hold  of  a 
ship,  and  the  gas  could  be  seen  to  pour  from  every  seam. 

Dr.  Turner. — An  ounce  and  a  half  of  sulphur  will  fumigate  100  cubic  feet. 

Dr.  Billings. — Eighteen  ounces  of  sulphur  to  one  thousand  cubic  feec  will 
destrov  bacteria. 

Dr.  Cleeman.— iWo  use  a  ''charcoal  disinfectant/'  consisting  of  carbon, 
iodine,  bisulphide  of  carbon,  and  carbolic  acid ;  burn  this  for  fumigation, 
wash  out  the  hold  with  water  containing  one-fortieth  of  its  weight  of  car- 
bolic acid. 

To  this  mode  of  disinfection  I  find  the  following  objections:  that  when  bi- 
sulphide of  carbon  is  burned  only  carbonic  acid  and  sulphurous  acid  are  formed, 
the  carbonic  acid  is  useless  and  the  sulphurous  acid  of  no  more  use  than  that 
made  by  burning  sulphur  alone,  which  is  a  much  cheaper  article;  that  iodine 
is  a  costly  substance  as  compared  with  chlorine,  while  chlorine  is  vastly  more 
active  as  a  disinfectant  than  iodine,  and  that  if  any  substance  of  this  class  is 
to  be  substituted  for  chlorine,  bromifie  is  a  much  more  promising  substitute 
than  iodine,  being  cheaper,  more  effectual,  and  easier  applied. 

Mayor  Cobb. — In  Pensacola  we  find  great  danger  from  discharged  ballast. 
As  almost  all  the  commerce  of  Pensacola  is  out-going  and  not  in-coming,  the 
vessels  come  in  ballast  and  discharge  great  quantities  during  the  year.  Bal- 
last is  almost  any  kind  of  earth  or  dirt,  and  if  it  contains  vegetable  matter  it 
becomes  dangerous  when  discharged  from  infected  vessels.  Ballast  is  dis- 
charged freely  in  any  place  from  Dec.  1st  to  May  1st,  and  is  used  to  fill  up 
wharves,  etc.,  but  from  May  to  December  it  is  required  to  be  discharged  seven 
miles  at  sea ;  but  our  legislature  has  lately  passed  a  law  requiring  ballast  to  be 
discharged  on  land,  while  we  have  thousands  of  acres  of  harbor  which  will 
never  be  used  and  which  might  safely  receive  this  infected  ballast. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel. — ^In  New  York  we  require  such  ballast  to  be  deposited  in 
sea-water  below  low-water  mark. 

II. — REGULATIONS  WITH  RESPECT  TO  STBAHBRS  FROM  INFECTED  PORTS. 

Dr.  Vanderpoel. — Steamei*s  are  less  liable  to  become  infected  than  sailing 
vessels,  for  the  following  reasons :  1.  They  belong  to  fixed  lines,  sailing  at 
stated  times,  and  hence  are  only  for  a  short  time  in  port,  and  there  is  not  time 
enough  to  acquire  or  develop  infection;  2.  Better  discipline  is  maintained 
than  on  sailing  vessels,  and  the  duties  of  officers  and  men  are  better  defined; 
3.  They  have  better  appliances  for  sanitation,  steam  pumps,  ventilators,  etc. 

We  make  steamers  observe  five  days  in  coming  from  Havana,  either  in  pas- 
sage or  quarantine,  before  they  are  permitted  to  land.  The  five  days  cover  the 
incubative  period  of  the  fever,  and  if  infection  is  aboard  it  will  be  developed 
in  that  time.  If  the  steamer  has  sick  persons,  their  clothes  are  changed  and 
they  are  then  taken  to  hospital  where  their  clothes  are  again  changed,  so  that 
no  infected  clothing  can  possibly  go  into  the  hospital.  The  clothes  are  disin- 
fected and  washed. 

Dr.  Folsom  said  a  similar  course  was  pursued  at  Boston,  but  infected  rags 
were  not  allowed  to  land  before  being  disinfected. 

Mayor  Cobb. — The  freight  business  is  fast  passing  into  the  hands  of  steam- 
ers, and  these  often  lie  in  port  and  become  infected  the  same  as  sailing  vessels. 

Dr.  White  of  New  Orleans,  spoke  of  the  danger  from  the  Alexander  steam- 
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era  BailiDg  from  New  York  by  Havana  and  Now  Orleans  to  Vera  Cruz,  and 
their  liability  to  carry  the  infection  from  port  to  port.  Oar  quarantine  should 
be  in  transitu  rather  than  in  port ;  the  vessels  slionld  be  kept  in  the  best  sani- 
tary condition  during  the  voyage ;  the  health  officora  on  shipboard  and  the 
local  health  officere  must  be  clothed  with  full  powera. 

A  plague! 

At  this  point,  the  chairman  announced  that  Dr.  Chancellor  of  Baltimore, 
desired  to  read  a  paper  on  the  Plague,  and  that  the  reading  of  the  paper  would 
take  about  twenty  minutes.    Dr.  Chancellor  then  proceeded  to  read  his  paper, 
which  was  a  rambling  affair  and  took  more  than  an  hour  in  the  reading.     His 
most  salient  points  were  the  following :     ''Decaying  vegetable  matter  will  pro- 
duce malarial  fever;  decaying  animal  matter  will  produce  typhoid  and  typhus 
fevers;  decaying  animal  and  vegetable  matter  when  combined  will  produce 
plague  or  yellow  fever  when  the  germ  of  either  is  added."     He  denied  the 
infectious  nature  of  plague  and  yellow  fever,  and  derided  quarantine,  which  he 
s[K>ke  of  as  ''forty  days'  detention."     He  was  finally  called  to  order  by  Dr. 
Vandcrpocl,  wlio  said  Dr.   Chancellor  had  asked  for  20  minutes   and   hid 
already  consumed  an  hour;  he  doubted  if  the  National  Board  desired  to  bear 
anything  more  about  Dr.  Chancellor's  views  on  quarantine,  '*f or  the  quaran- 
tine he  describes  has  not  been  in  existence  anywhere  on  the  face  of  the  earth 
tor  the  lust  25  years.*'     Dr.  Chancellor  however  was  permitted  to  finish  the 
reading  of  his  paper. 


A  TALK  WITH  DR.   BILLINGS. 

In  a  conversation  with  Dr.  Billings  on  the  subject  of  maritime  quarantine, 
he  made  the  following  statements,  which  I  consider  of  great  Talae:  The 
quarantine  to  be  established  by  the  National  Board  of  Health  must  be  uniform  for 
the  whole  country  in  consequence  of  the  requirements  of  the  U.  S.  Constitution. 
It  is  therefore  necessary  to  be  very  guarded  in  the  action  of  the  National 
Board  lest  requirements  which  are  essential  for  New  Orleans  and  Mobile  may 
destroy  the  commerce  of  New  York  and  Boston.  It  is  propooed  to  make  such 
sanitary  regulations  as  may  and  should  be  enforced  in  all  places,  and  onlj 
such  national  restriction  by  quarantine  as  will  not  disturb  commerce  serioosly ; 
and  for  any  stringent  quarantine  in  points  especially  throated,  to  aecare  action 
by  state  and  local  quarantine. 

One  special  and  needless  source  of  danger  is  in  keeping  freight  on  board 
during  quarantine,  and  not  taking  out  all  goods,  disinfecting  them,  and 
cleaning  and  disinfecting  the  ship.  The  ballast  may  be  a  special  sonroe  of 
danger  where  ships  come  in  ballast  for  a  cargo.  The  ballast  is  often  unloaded 
for  dock-filling,  and  may  deposit  infection,  as  was  probably  the  ease  ia 
Savannah  in  1875.  The  ballast  should  always  be  deposited  in  places  free  from 
all  danger  of  spreading  infection,  for  example,  in  deep  sea  water,  or  in  water 
many  feet  below  low-water  mark. 

The  tendency  of  fnodern  quarantine  is  to  substitute  DisiKFScnOH'  AVD 
PURIFICATION  IN  PLACB  OF  DBTKNTiON.  This  is  the  pivotal  point  in  the 
whole  discussion  of  modern  quarantine. 
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ADDRESS  OF  DR.   ROCHESTER. 

The  able  address  of  Dr.  Rochester,  Ghairman  of  the  Section  on  Practical 
Medicine,  iu  the  American  Medical  Association,  on  "The  Limitation  and  Pre- 
Tention  of  Epidemic  Diseases,"  gives  force  and  meaning  to  the  demand  for 
some  system  of  quarantine  which  shall  fence  out  cholera,  yellow  fever,  and 
the  dreaded  oriental  plague,  and  some  system  of  sanitation  which  shall  forbid 
that  these  exotic  diseases  shall  become  endemic.  I  am  only  able  to  present  a 
synopsis  of  this  masterly  address. 

The  conflict  between  moneyed  interests  embraced  in  commerce  and  trade  on 
the  one  hand,  and  public  safety  on  the  other,  is  often  bitter  and  sharp ;  but 
often  moneyed  interests  are  compelled  to  array  themselves  on  the  side  of  a  pru- 
dent conservation  of  health,  when  it  is  found  that  the  money  cost  of  the  yellow 
fever  epidemic  of  last  year  is  estimated  at  $200,000,000,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
mourniug,  lamentation^  and  woe  which  spread  through  so  large  an  extent  of 
our  country. 

Quarantine,  without  sanitation,  may  be  a  serious  tax  upon  commerce  without 
any  corresponding  benefit  to  the  public  health.  Consider  the  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  New  Orleans  preceding  the  late  epidemic  of  yellow  fever,  as  given  by 
Dr.  Holt,  Sanitary  Inspector  of  4th  District:  *' There  is  hardly  a  privy-vault 
in  New  Orleans  but  whose  contents  have  free  access  to  the  soil  to  saturate  the 
ground  with  liquid  ordure.  Specimens  of  subsoil  water,  taken  from  different 
depths,  as  low  as  95  feet,  and  from  different  parts  of  the  city,  have  been  care- 
fully analyzed  by  Prof.  Joseph  Joues,  and  have  yielded  a  large  percentage  of 
nrea  and  organic  matters,  the  products  of  animal  excretion,  fully  fifty-three 
grains  to  every  gallon.  'It  is  evident,'  he  says,  '  that  these  waters  are  suitable 
neither  for  drinking,  nor  for  washing,  nor  for  cooking.  In  fact  they  are  as  bad, 
if  not  worse,  than  the  drainings  of  grave-yards.'  During  wet  weather  these 
vaults  or  sinks  quickly  fill  with  water  and  overflow,  flooding  yards  and  gutters 
with  ordure.  Under  a  sun  almost  tropical  one-half  of  the  year,  this  ferments 
and  emits  a  most  abominable  stench,  which,  of  all  others,  must  be  a  most 
fruitful  source  of  disease,  operating  directly  in  its  production  and  indirectly  in 
lowering  the  vital  stamina  of  the  inhabitants.  While  in  wet  seasons  these 
vaults  are  flooded,  in  dry  weather  they  are  largely  emptied  by  their  fluid  con- 
tents soaking  into  the  ground,  thus  saturating  the  soil  upon  which  we  live  with 
human  excrement.  In  this  respect  it  may  bo  properly  stated  that  the  people 
have  a  huge  privy  in  common  and  that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Orleans  live 
upon  a  dung-heap.  The  street-gutte]*s.  cow  stables,  low  lots,  and  houses  with 
floors  resting  on  the  ground  are  of  a  piece  with  the  'privy  in  common.'  Lo- 
cust Grove  Cemetery  contains  one  square  of  ground  in  which  are  buried  the  pau- 
per dead  of  the  entire  city ;  it  has  been  in  use  for  many  years,  and  the  same 
graves  are  made  to  receive  the  bodies  of  many  dead — as  many  as  six  occupying 
a  single  grave!  I  myself,  making  an  inspection,  witnessed  the  burial  of  a 
corpse.  The  grave  was  prepared  by  uncovering  a  coflSn,  opening  it,  raking  the 
bones  together,  and  throwing  them  out;  breaking  up  and  prying  out  the  old 
coffin,  and  depositing  the  new  in  the  mould  of  the  former.  When  laid  in  its 
uncertain  resting  place,  the  lid  of  the  box,  like  that  of  the  one  preceding,  was 
two  inches  below  the  surface  of  the  earth.  To  hide  it,  the  earth  formerly  re- 
moved was  piled  upon  the  coffin  in  a  mound  about  two  feet  high. 

**  The  citizens  living  in  the  vicinity  presented  a  petition  to  the  city  council, 
March  13,  1877,  wherein  they  set  forth,  in  the  strongest  terms,  the  horrible 
facts  relating  to  this  grave-yard ;  how  that,  in  summer  season,  the  stench  from 
human  bodies  pervadeid  their  houses;  that,  whether  eating  or  sleeping,  indoors 
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or  out,  they  were  ever  in  an  atmosphere  heavy  with  the  exhalations  from  the 
dead.  They  pictured  tlie  disgusting  sights  presented  and  forced  upon  the  gaze 
of  themselves  and  their  children.  They  referred  to  their  pitiable  condition 
during  an  epidemic,  when  the  putrefying  dead  were  piled  in  heaps  under  a 
blazing  sun,  awaiting  burial,  and  the  overburdened  earth  reeked  with  rotting 
human  flesh,  while  clouds  of  flies  swarmed  back  and  forth  upon  the  graves  and 
upon  their  tables  ! 

**The  action  of  the  city  council  upon  this  petition  was  the  mere  extension  of 
a  sq\iare  of  ground  adjoining  the  cemetery,  a  low  marsh,  where  the  sexton  per- 
forms his  heavy  task  faithfully  as  best  he  can ;  sometimes  floating  to  their 
graves  the  dead  and  weighting  them  into  their  homes,  the  whole  graveyard 
being  often  a  foot  under  water — an  injurious  infliction  and  outrago  upou  the 
living,  a  disgrace  to  our  humanity,  to  our  morals,  and  to  our  city  I " 

Surely  the  poor  wretches  buried  there  would  need  *'hope  as  an  anchor^  of 
the  body  as  well  as  **of  the  soul!''  It  is  gratifying  to  learn  that  the  Auxil- 
iary Sanitary  Association  of  New  Orleans  have  succeeded  in  causing  an  abate- 
ment of  this  horrible  intra-mural  graveyard,  and  that  Ijocust  Grove  Cemetery 
has  been  covered  two  feet  deep  with  earth,  and  sown  with  grain  and  grass. 
All  interments  are  now  made  in  a  new  cemetery  three  and  a  half  miles  from 
the  city. 

With  New  Orleans,  or  any  other  city,  in  the  sanitary  condition  described, 
how  could  quarantine  alone  keep  the  fever  out  of  such  a  city?  What  is  the 
pestilence  for,  except  to  sweep  clean  so  foul  a  place?  But  quarantine  with 
SANITATION,  may  keep  out  the  pestilence,  and  with  very  little  tax  ui)on  com- 
merce, as  Dr,  Vanderpoel  has  demonstrated  in  New  York. 

INLAND  QUARANTINE. 

The  subject  of  inland  quarantine  was  mainly  discussed  in  the  Sanitary 
Council,  but  many  members  of  the  National  Board  of  Health  and  difltinguished 
sanitarians,  participated  in  these  discussions  and  endorsed  the  conclusions 
arrived  at  in  the  Council.  The  following  propositions  embrace  the  results  of 
the  discussion : 

I. — STEAMBOAT  NAVIGATION. 

SANITARY   INSPECTION    OP    STEAMBOATS  CARRYING    PASSENGERS    AND    FREIGHT  FROM 

THE  GULF  POUTS  INTO  THE  INTERIOR. 

Proposition  I,  Every  captain  or  commancling  officer  shall  keep  In  a  book  of  perma- 
nent record  the  sanitary  history  of  tiie  steamboat  from  the  Ist  of  April  to  the  Ist  of 
December  inclusive.  Siicli  captain  or  commanding  officer,  before  leaving^  a  sea-port 
city  or  town,  shall  obtain  a  certitlcate  from  a  medical  inspector,  which  certificate 
shall  be  entered  upon  and  form  a  part  of  said  record,  certifying  that  he  has  personally 
examined  tlie  steamboat,  and  that  all  the  rules  and  regulations  adopted  by  this  Coan- 
cil,  relating  to  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  wliilc  at  the  docks  and  wharves  of  a 
city  or  town,  have  been  complied  with.  Said  certificate  shall  also  state  that  the 
cargo  of  freigiit,  of  whatever  description,  is  in  good  sanitary  condition,  and  may  be 
safely  transported  to  itspoint  of  destination. 

Proposition  IL  The  captain  or  coumianding  officer  shall  daily  enter  upon  this  rec- 
ord all  facts  relating  to  the  health  of  the  passengers  and  crew,  and  the  amount  and 
kind  of  sanitary  cleansing  during  the  passage;  and  the  captain  or  commanding  officer 
may  be  compelled  to  verify  by  affidavit  at  tlic  time  of  inspection  the  correctness  of 
the  daily  record. 

Proposition  III,  The  re-inspection  of  said  boat  shall  be  required  only  at  the  point 
of  destination  (except  as  hereinafter  provided),  at  which  point  tlie  medical  inspector 
shall  examine,  before  she  discharges  her  cargo,  the  sanitary  record  of  the  boat  and  the 
boat  itself.  If  such  record  has  been  neglected  and  the  boat  is  in  a  bad  sanitary  condi- 
tion, the  medical  inspector  shall  require  proper  sanitary  cleansing  before  thec^argois 
discharged  or  a  new  cargo  is  put  ou  board.  On  the  return  passage,  the  same  rules  apply. 
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PrapoaUion  TV.  All  boats  navi|i:atlnf|^  the  Mississippi  river  shall  undergo  inspection 
and  re-inspection,  in  tlie  same  manner  as  above  provided,  upon  arrival  at  ifew  Or- 
leans, Viclcsburff,  Memphis,  Cairo,  and  the  point  of  destination. 

Proposition  V.  Whenever  yellow  fever  or  cholera  prevails  at  any  of  the  Gulf  ports, 
the  medical  inspector  shall  certify  on  the  record  the  precautions  that  have  been  taken 
and  the  danger  to  be  apprehended  from  cargo,  passengers,  and  crew.  The  re-lnspec* 
tion  must  be  made  at  least  one  mile  l^om  a  town,  at  a  point  suitable  for  the  care  of 
the  sick,  detention  of  the  well,  and  the  disinfection  and  cleansing  of  cargo  and  boat. 

Proposition  VL  The  foregoing  rules  and  regulations  shall  also  apply  to  tugs,  tows, 
and  barges. 

II. — RAILROAD  TRAVEL  AND  TRAFFIC. 
SANITARY  SUPERVISION  OF  RAILROADS  AND  OF  TRAVEL  AND  TRAFFIC  BT  RAILROADS. 

Proposition  L — Concerning  the  Sanitary  Care  of  Depots,  Stations,  Bound-houses ,  Car- 
shops,  Grounds,  etc.:  At  all  seasons  of  the  year,  the  depots  and  surroundings  shall  be 
kept  in  a  good  sanitary  condition,  the  grounds  well  drained  and  free  from  stagnant 
water  and  decomposing  organic  matter;  the  water-closets  and  privies  shall  be  daily 
inspected  by  the  local  railroad  agent  or  official,  who  shall  cause  the  floors,  seats,  and 
urinals  to  be  kept  clean  and  free  from  all  offensive  odor;  the  vaults  of  privies  shall  be 
emptied  often  enough  to  prevent  any  large  accumulation  of  excremental  matter,  and 
shall  be  disinfected  every  week  by  pouring  into  the  vault  a  saturated  solution  of  the  sul- 
phates or  chlorides  of  iron  or  zinc,  in  sufficient  quantity  to  remove  all  offensive  odors. 

Proposition  IT, — Concerning  Bailroad  Quarantine:  1.  Whenever  a  railroad  train  de- 
parts from  an  infected  station,  no  person  with  fever  shall  be  allowed  to  take  passage 
on  such  train.  The  baggage  from  such  infected  station  shall  be  thoroughly  disin- 
fected before  leaving  sucn  railroad  station.  At  a  point  not  less  than  fifty  (50)  nor 
more  than  seventy-nve  (75)  miles  from  the  point  of  departure  from  an  infected  place 
there  shall  be  an  entire  transfer  of  passengers  and  baggage  to  another  train  of  cars, 
which  train  shall  never  enter  an  infected  district.  This  transfer  shall  be  made  under 
the  supervision  of  a  medical  officer.  No  person  with  fever  shall  be  allowed  to  pro- 
ceed on  this  train,  but  shall  return  to  the  point  of  departure  or  be  treated  In  hospital 
at  the  place  of  transfer. 

2.  No  sleeping-car  shall  be  allowed  to  remain  In  an  infected  town,  nor  shall  any 
sleeping-car  approach  nearer  an  infected  place  than  this  point  of  transfer.  Any 
pnssenger-car  leaving  an  infected  place  shall  be  thoroughly  ventilated  during  its 
passage  to  the  place  of  transfer  by  having  not  less  than  one-half  the  windows  of  the 
cars  open  during  suirh  passage. 

3.  The  upholstered  scats  of  passenger  and  sleeping  cars,  and  the  mattresses  and  pil- 
lows of  sleeping-cars  shall  be  thoroughly  whipped  or  beaten  (in  the  open  air  so  far  as 
practicable),  and  brushed  free  from  all  dust,  and  thoroughly  aired  and  sunned  at  the  end 
of  each  trip;  the  blankets  and  curtains  of  all  sleeping-cars  shall  also  be  beaten  and 
aired  in  the  same  way.  in  case  of  infection  of  a  passenger-car  or  of  a  sleeping-car, 
all  the  upholstery,  cushions,  curtains,  bedding,  mattresses,  etc.,  shall  be  thoroughly 
disinfected,  under  the  supervision  of  a  mediciQ  officer,  before  being  again  used. 

4.  The  cars  which  carry  freight  without  breaking  bulk,  may  pass  without  transfer, 
if  the  freight  cars  are  ventilated  in  such  a  way  that  a  constant  current  of  air  passes 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  car  during  transit.  Way  freight  shall  be  transferred 
at  a  point  not  exceeding  fifty  (50)  miles  from  the  point  of  departure,  and  the  cars 
from  which  such  freight  has  been  transferred  shall  not  proceed  further  on  the  road, 
but  shall  be  returned  to  the  point  of  departure.  During  the  existence  of  an  epidemic 
of  yellow  fever,  the  freight-cars,  after  unloading,  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  by 
scrubbing  and  sprinkling  with  carbolic  acid,  or  fumigated  and  disinfected  and  then 
painted. 

5.  All  railroad  cars  should,  at  all  times,  be  well  ventilated;  the  freight-cars,  when 
loaded,  should  have  barred  doors  to  permit  the  free  entrance  of  air  at  all  times, 
whether  moving  on  the  track  or  placed  upon  the  sidings;  and  passenger  and  sleeping 
cars  should  be  provided  with  automatic  ventilators,  so  as  to  secure  a  rapid  change  of 
air  in  the  cars  at  all  times. 

Proposition  IIL — Concerning  Mails  and  Mail-^matter  hy  Bail:  Mail-matter  and  mall- 
bags  shall  be  tieated  to  a  temperature  of  250  degrees  Fahrenheit,  or  be  otherwise 
disinfected  before  they  are  sent  from  infected  places  by  railway  trains. 

Proposition  IV,^ Concerning  Notification  of  Yellow  Fever:  Whenever  any  case  of 
yellow  fever,  or  sickness  suspected  to  be  yellow  fever,  shall  be  found  in  New  Orleans, 
or  in  any  of  the  Gulf  ports,  the  President  of  tlie  State  Board  of  Health  of  Louisi- 
ana, or  the  president  of  the  board  of  health  of  such  Gulf  port,  shall  at  once  notify 
all  the  members  of  this  Sanitary  Council  by  letter,  giving  the  date  and  lo- 
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ca]itle8  of  such  sickneu.  If  the  disease  becomes  epidemic,  or  spreads  to  such  a  de- 
gree as  threatens  to  become  epidemic,  fall  information  on  all  these  points  shall  be 
given  to  the  members  of  this  Council  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Loulsiaomy  or 
president  of  the  board  of  health  of  any  Galf  port. 

The  Sanitary  GouDcil  aimed  to  secare  for  railroad  travel  and  traffic  some  of 
the  good  resnlts  which  Dr.  Vanderpoel  had  secured  in  maritime  quarantine  by 
lighterage  of  freight  and  re-shipment  of  passengers,  the  infected  vessels  never 
being  permitted  to  enter  port.  A  system  was  thus  adopted  for  railroad  travel, 
by  which  the  passenger  train  should  never  enter  an  infected  district,  but  a 
transfer  must  take  place  at  some  point  not  less  than  50  miles  nor  more  than 
75  miles  from  an  infected  city^  of  all  passengers  and  their  disinfected  baggage, 
no  passenger  with  fever  being  permitted  to  proceed  on  this  train.  The  pas- 
senger and  baggage  cars  ai-e  thus  kept  out  of  tlie  infected  district.  Way- 
freight  must  be  transferred  after  leaving  the  infected  district,  but  through- 
freight  in  cars  ventilated  by  a  current  of  air  passing  through  the  whole  length 
of  the  car  during  transit  need  not  bo  transferred,  the  disinfecting  influence  of 
pure  air,  long  applied,  being  deemed  sufficient. 

There  was  a  good  deal  of  discussion  in  regard  to  the  method  of  disinfecting 
the  baggage  of  passengers.  It  is  desirable  to  have  some  substance  which  can 
be  very  rapidly  applied,  and  which  will  leave  no  after-effects,  even  on  the  most 
delicate  clothing,  in  the  way  of  deposits,  change  of  color,  persistent  odor,  etc 
All  the  ordinary  disinfectants  fail  in  one  way  or  another  of  these  desirable 
results.  I  ventured  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  and  members  of  the 
National  Board  of  Health  to  bisulphide  of  carbon  as  a  disinfectant  It  is  an 
energetic  germicide,  can  be  cheaply  prepared,  is  very  volatile,  so  that  two  or 
three  ounces  dashed  into  a  trunk  full  of  clothing  will  penetrate  by  its  vapor 
every  part  of  the  trunk  when  closed,  but  in  a  few  hours,  or  even  minutes,  when 
freely  exposed  to  air,  will  entirely  evaporate,  leaving  no  odor  or  mark  of  any 
kind,  and  will  not  injure  the  most  delicate  fabrics. 

SANITABY  MATTERS  IK  BECTIOK  ON  STATE  MEDICINE  AND  PUBLIC  HTGIEKE. 

I  have  devoted  so  much  space  to  the  transactions  of  the  Sanitary  Council 
and  the  National  Board  of  Health  that  I  have  little  space  to  speak  of  the 
doings  and  papers  in  the  American  Medical  Association  and  its  sections. 
Sanitary  matters  had  a  prominence  in  the  papers  and  discussions  of  this  large 
body  of  learned  men  never  before  witnessed,  and  if  I  should  attempt  an 
adequate  synopsis  of  all  that  was  said  and  written,  my  report  would  assume 
the  proportions  of  a  volume  rather  than  a  paper.  The  meetings  of  the  section 
on  State  Medicine  and  Public  Hygiene  were  crowded,  and  at  the  first  meeting 
not  more  than  one-half  were  able  to  get  inside  the  small  room  assigned  for 
its  use. 

I  shall  not  attempt  a  synopsis  of  the  papers  because  many  of  them  were  so 
important,  and  though  long,  were  full  of  such  condensed  truth  that  a  synopsis 
is  impossible,  such,  for  example,  as  the  address  of  Dr.  Billings,  chairman  of 
the  section,  and  of  Dr.  Johnson,  of  Chicago,  on  the  *'Begulation  of  Medical 
Practice  by  State  Boards  of  Health."  The  paper  of  Dr.  Chaill6,  of  New 
Orleans,  on  "State  Medical  Societies  and  State  Medicine,"  was  considered  of 
sufficient  importance  to  be  read  in  the  general  session  of  the  Medical  Associa- 
tion. The  paper  by  Dr.  Storer  on  Protective  Sanitation  has  been  published  in 
the  Sanitarian. 

The  Sanitary  Council  and  the  National  Board  of  Health  will  hold  a  meeting 
in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  commencing  Nov.  18th,  and  I  trust  this  Board  will  send  a 
deleflrate  to  attend  that  meeting. 

CULTURAL  College,  July  5, 1879. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  SUBJECT  OF  THE  REGULA- 
TION  OF  THE  PRACTICE  OF  MEDICINE. 


To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  : 

At  tho  October  meeting  of  this  Board,  the  foUowiug  resolution  was  adopted : 

*'  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  on  Legislation  be  requested  at  once  to  make 
inquiries  relative  to  the  recent  act  in  the*  Illinois  Legislature  *  Regulating  med- 
ical practice/  and  to  its  practical  working,  and  report  to  this  Board  whether, 
in  its  opinion,  a  similar  act  in  our  own  State  is  desirable." 

In  accordance  with  the  request  contained  in  the  above  resolution,  your  com- 
mittee obtained  from  Dr.  J.  H.  Ranch,  President  of  the  Illinois  State  Board 
of  Health,  a  copy  of  the  act  of  the  Legislature  of  Illinois,  known  as  ''The 
Medical  Practice  Act,"  together  with  some  documents  bearing  upon  the  subject. 

The  act  in  question  was  passed  May  29,  1877,  and  went  into  effect  July  1, 
1877.  It  has  thus  been  in  operation  about  a  year  and  a  half.  I  have  been 
able  to  obtain  but  little  information  as  to  the  practical  working  of  the  law. 
Dr.  Kauch,  in  his  letter  accompanying  the  copy  of  the  act  sent  me,  says, 
regarding  the  operation  of  the  law:  ''More  has  been  accomplished  than  we 
had  a  right  to  expect.  If  I  ever  had  any  doubts  with  regai*d  to  the  necessity 
for  such  a  law,  they  have  long  since  been  dispelled.  The  execution  of  such  a 
law  is  not  pleasant,  especially  in  the  outset.  *  *  So  far  about  1300  have 
left  the  State  or  quit  practice,  and  about  100  have  been  prevented  coming  into 
the  State  or  commencing  practice." 

In  the  case  of  Nathan  J.  Aikin  vs,  the  State  Board  of  Health,  the  com- 
plainant applied  to  the  judge  of  the  Cook  county  circuit  court  at  the  last 
October  term,  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 
Illinois  from  revoking  his  license  as  a  physician,  which  they  had  threatened 
to  do,  by  virtue  of  the  power  vested  in  them  under  the  Medical  Practice  Act, 
on  the  ground  that  ho  was  guilty  of  conduct  unprofessional  in  a  physician. 
The  judge  of  that  circuit.  Judge  E.  S.  Williams,  in  the  course  of  his  decision 
refusing  tho  injunction,  uses  the  following  language  in  commenting  upon  the 
law  under  which  tho  Board  were  acting  when  they  undertook  to  revoke  the 
license  of  the  complainant:  ''In  a  certain  sense,  it  is  true  that  every  man 
has  a  natural  right  to  follow  out  the  bent  of  his  inclination  and  be  a  clergy- 
man, a  lawyer,  a  doctor,  a  scavenger,  a  peddler,  an  auctioneer,  just  as  he  may 
choose.  But  it  is  not  true  that  a  man  can  practice  any  one  of  these  profes- 
sions, or  occupations,  except  he  does  it  upon  such  terms  as  the  law  imposes; 
and  the  law  can  impose  just  such  terms  upon  any  one  of  these  professions  or 
emplovnients  as  the  legislators,  in  their  discretion,  deem  most  for  the  interests 
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,ir  l)ii>  ntiiiiiinitilv.  Tilt*  law  has  always  soii^rht  to  fill  the  loariicil  professions 
\\\\U  I.  inii'il  iitiMi,  ami  ii)iii>;hl  aiul  lionoi'.ihlo  men.  However  sadly  it  may 
h.t\«'  (ivlfl.  thi*  altiMiipt  has  IviMi  in  The  ri::ht  tlirectioii.  It  therefore  hai 
hr.i.rti  i«Miii.i  1 1)0  )M(>fi'>^:ons  i>f  law  ami  iiioilioiDe  witli  licenses,  as  it  has 
\uA  I.I  III  \\\M\\  oihii  hu»;nu's<t"j  in  liio  same  way.  ^Lon  who  have  the  projjerty 
lu.l  \\\s  ■  I'l  I'lhiMN  isjH»:al!\  :5iiir.sivii  lo  lli'::!'  keepiujr.  ouiiTht  to  be  men  of 
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»..  r.'  .  •••:•.•;..«•  ,  »■  '.  ".i:  .i'.\  .1  ^'s^'.. ':"  ;»!.  I  i.s:'':;i<:v  slu'uM  be  exiK'lled  from 
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Representatives.  Whether  u  bill  designed  to  effect  the  same  purpose,  if  brought 
before  the  present  legislature,  would  secure  a  sufficiently  large  vote  to  insure 
its  passage,  is,  of  course,  merely  conjectural.  The  fact  that  similar  bills  have 
failed  in  former  legislatui*es  is,  perhaps,  no  reason  why  the  same  measures 
might  not  receive  the  support  of  the  legislature  now  in  session,  and  it  certainly 
affords  no  ground  for  the  presumption  that  such  a  law  would  not  be  productive 
of  the  highest  good  to  the  people  of  the  State.* 

Your  committee  is  of  the  opinion  that  a  law  similar  in  its  effect  to  that  in  force 
in  the  State  of  Illinois  would  be  desirable  in  this  State.  Such  a  law  as  would 
afford  a  guarantee  to  the  public  that  the  person  offering  his  services  as  a  phy- 
sician was  qualified  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  profession,  either  by  a  course  of 
instruction  in  a  reputable  medical  institution,  of  which  a  diploma  should  be 
the  evidence,  or  by  undergoing  an  examination  l)efore  a  competent  corps  of 
examiners,  or  by  reason  of  a  certain  number  of  years'  practice,  would,  I 
believe,  not  only  be  well  received  by  the  people  of  this  State,  but  would  afford 
them  immunity  from  a  class  of  ignorant  practitioners  who  must  certainly  do 
far  more  harm  than  good.  I  have  been  unable  to  form  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  State  Board  of  Health  should  be  the  body  authorized  to  issuo 
certificates  to  peraons  proving  their  qualifications  to  practice  medicine,  as  is 
the  case  in  Illinois.  It  certainly  would  devolve  a  large  amount  of  work  upon 
this  Board,  of  conducting  examinations,  and  examining  and  verifying  diplomas, 
which  the  members  might  feel  a  decided  reluctance  to  assume,  unless  the  law 
should  make  some  provision  for  compensating  the  board  of  examiners  for  their 
services.  This  might  be  done  by  fees  collected  from  the  persons  examined  and 
those  to  whom  certificates  are  given.  The  bills  which  have  been  introduced  at 
previous  sessions  of  the  legislature  provided  for  the  selection  of  a  board  of 
censors  whose  duty  it  should  be  to  pass  upon  the  qualifications  of  persons 
desirous  of  practicing  medicine.  It  may  be  doubted  whether  any  method  of 
selection  of  these  censors  would  be  free  from  objections  which  the  jealousy  of 
particular  factions  might  raise;  and  for  this  reason,  it  would  perhaps  be  better 
if  the  State  Board  of  Uealth  were  the  duly  authorized  body  to  act  as  examin- 
ers, and  to  issue  all  certificates.  The  selection  of  tiie  members  of  this  Board 
by  the  Governor  is  far  removed  from  the  influence  of  any  particular  school  of 
medicine,  and  their  action  would  be  as  unbiased  and  free  from  any  suspicion 
of  favoritism  as  that  of  any  other  board  which  could  be  chosen.     It  is  more 

*  A  bin  to  regulate  the  practice  of  medicine  passed  both  branches  of  the  Michigan  Legislature, 
after  the  al>ove  report  was  made,  and  near  the  close  of  the  session  of  1879,  but  failed  torcceiTe 
the  signature  of  the  GoTemor,  owing  to  some  informality  in  its  passage.  The  bill  provided  for 
three  boards  of  examiners,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Goiremor  biennially,  representing  different 
factions,  or  **  systems  of  practice; "  examinations  were  not  to  be  confined  to  the  medical  sciences, 
except  for  candidates  belonging  to  factions  not  represented  by  an  examining  board,  but  were  to 
l>6  **of  an  elementary  and  practical  character,  but  sufficiently  strict  to  test  the  qualifications  of  the 
candidate  as  a  practitioner;"  diplomas  from  colleges  of  the  different  sects  in  medicine  were  to  be 
accepted  in  lieu  of  examinations;  certificates  were  to  be  granted  to  those  possessed  of  diplomas, 
or  found  properly  qualified,  but  not  to  any  person  whom,  upon  examination,  they  should  find  to  be 
addicted  to  the  habitual  use  of  alcoholic  drinks;  and  in  case  a  certificate  had  been  issued  it  was  to 
l>6  reroked  if,  on  examination,  the  holder  thereof  should  be  found  guilty  of  habitually  using 
alcoholic  drinks  as  a  beTorage;  the  certificates  were  to  be  recorded  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of 
the  county  where  the  holder  resided, and  the  record  was  to  be  kept  open  for  public  inspection; 
the  practice  of  any  branch  of  medicine  or  surgery  by  any  person  not  possessed  of  the  certificate 
of  oae  of  the  examining  boards  was  declared  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  a  fine  of  not  less  than 
twenty-fire  nor  more  than  one  hundred  dollars,  or  by  three  months*  imprisonment  in  the  county 
jail,  or  by  both  fine  and  imprisonment;  and  in  no  case  was  such  unlicensed  practitioner  to  hare  a 
legal  claim  for  serrices  rendered. 
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than  probable,  however,  that  the  usefnlness  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  in 
the  field  of  work  in  which  it  is  uow  engaged  wonld  be  seriotisly  impaired  if»  in 
addition  to  its  present  duties,  it  should  be  obliged  to  conduct  examinations  of 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine.  This  would  involve  new 
and  difficult  labors  and  would  inevitably,  however  impartial  its  action  might 
be,  bring  the  Board  into  conflict  with  some  one  or  other  of  the  various  schools 
of  medicine. 

The  subject  of  examinations  in  Sanitary  Science  to  be  conducted  by  the  State 
Board  of  Health  was  introduced  at  the  last  meeting  of  the  Board  by  i>r.  Lyster, 
and  the  matter  was  referred  to  Dr.  Lyster  and  myself  to  report  upon.     I  have  in 
that  report  simply  given  my  views  as  to  the  power  of  this  Board,  under  the  exist- 
ing law,  to  hold  examinations,  which  will  be  purely  voluntary  for  the  candidates 
presenting  themselves.   Should  a  law  regulating  medical  practice,  similar  to  that 
of  Illinois,  be  proposed,  and  this  Boaid  constituted  the  examining  body,  the 
object  sought  to  be  attained  in  the  resolution  offered  by  Dr.  Lyster  will  be 
reached  if  the  proposed  measure  should  become  a  law,  with  this  addition :  that 
the  examinations  will  be  compulsory  upon  those  seeking  admission  to  the 
medical  profession,  and  will  also  include  an  examination  of  the  qualifications 
of  candidates,  for  the  practice  of  inedicine.    The  plan  proposed  by  Dr.  Lyster 
provides  for  an  examination  of  those  candidates  who  choose  to  present  them- 
selves to  the  Board,  upon  questions  relating  solely  to  sanitary  science  and  pub- 
lic health.    Upon  these  questions  the  members  of  the  State  Board  of  Heidth 
should  be  qualified  to  conduct  an  examination,  though  they  might  not  be  qual- 
ified to  make  an  examination  in  the  medical  sciences ;  because  much  of  the 
practical  work  in  sanitation  may  be  done  by  persons  who  have  given  especial 
study  to  this  subject,  but  who  are  not  experts  in  physiology,  chemistry,  anat- 
omy, pathology,  or  therapeutics, — sciences  which  should  be  mastered  by  every 
one  who  practices  medicine  or  who  examines  those  who  propose  to  practice 
medicine. 
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HEATING    AND    VENTILATION 

OF    PRIVATE    DWELLINGS    AND    PUBLIC    BUILDINGS    ALREADY 

CONSTRUCTED. 


To  secure  the  greatest  convenience,  health,  and  economy,  in  heating  and 
ventilating  our  private  homes,  and  oar  chnrches,  schools,  and  other  public 
buildings  already  constructed,  is  the  object  of  the  following  paper.  To  accom- 
plish this  purpose,  two  things  are  to  be  done, — 

1.  The  warming  of  buildings,  with  efficiency  and  economy. 

2.  The  ventilation  of  buildings  so  as  to  secure  pure  air  for  the  use  of  the 
occupants. 

The  supply  of  pure  air  for  breathing  purposes  is  of  more  importance  to 
secure  health  than  the  amount  of  warmth,  as  breathing  impure  air  is  cer- 
tainly known  to  bo  the  cause  of  a  large  majority  of  diseases  which  afflict  com- 
munities. It  prepares  the  system  for  every  contagious  disease  to  which  it  may 
be  exposed,  and  originates  many  other  diseases  which  we  suffer. 

It  is  not  the  design  of  this  writing  to  fully  discuss  the  results  of  breathing 
impure  air  or  living  in  ill-warmed  rooms,  but  to  call  the  attention  of  thought- 
ful persons  to  this  subject  in  such  manner  as  to  show  more  clearly  the  import- 
ance of  properly  warming  and  ventilating  our  homes,  and  to  illustrate  the 
manner  of  accomplishing  this  desirable  object.  It  may  be  proper  to  inquire  in 
the  first  place,  what  constitutes  pure  air  f 

1.  Pure  air  is  composed  of  79  parts  of  niti*ogon  and  21  parts  of  oxygen ; 
there  are  also  about  4  parts  in  10,000  of  carbonic  acid.  Air  containing  more 
than  6  parts  in  10,000  of  carbonic  acid  is  considered  impure  and  injurious. 

Nitrogen  is  a  transparent  gas  without  color  or  taste,  noted  for  its  chemical 
inertness,  and  is  combined  with  other  substances  by  indirect  means.  It  does 
not  support  combustion  or  respiration ;  it  will  immediately  extinguish  a  flame, 
and  animals  breathing  it  will  die.  In  the  atmosphere  it  dilutes  the  other 
gases  by  diffusion.  It  is  a  law  that  gases  will  intimately  mix  with  each  other 
irrespective  of  their  specific  gravities;  nitrogen  thus  minutely  divides  the 
oxygen,  so  as  to  secure  to  us  its  greatest  benefit  in  respiration. 

Oxygen  is  a  colorless,  tasteless,  inodorous  gas,  a  universal  supporter  of  res- 
piration, and  is  essential  to  combustion ;  without  it  all  animals  would  die. 

Carbonic  acid  when  inhaled  is  a  poison,  and  destroys  life;  out-door  air 
contains  about  four  cubic  feet  of  this  gas  in  ten  thousand ;  this  is  so  diffused 
that  it  cannot  do  harm  to  the  health  of  those  who  breathe  it;  if  more  than 
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six  parts  in  ten  thousand,  the  air  is  impure,  and  it  would  be  unhealthy  to 
breathe  it.  With  pure  air  in  our  habitations  and  public  buildings,  we  should 
be  protected  from  most  diseases  which  now  destroy  the  health  and  lives  of  so 
many  of  our  fellow  men. 

2.  We  inquire  into  the  composition  of  impure  air. 

The  impurities  in  the  air  is  commonly  represented  by  carbonic  acid  exhaled 
from  the  lungs ;  there  are  other  impurities  produced  by  respiration,  perspira- 
tion, combustion  of  oils,  gases,  organic  matter,  excess  of  water,  exhalations 
from  the  sick,  decaying  matter,  emanations  from  sewers,  house  drains,  cess- 
pools, damp  cellars.  These,  with  more  or  less  of  the  constantly  increasing 
amount  of  carbonic  acid,  which,  in  many  instances  in  our  dwellings,  schools, 
and  churches,  amounts  to  from  thirty  to  seventy  parts  in  ten  thousand  of  air, 
added  to  this  the  continual  decrease  of  oxygen,  will  invariably  produce  dan- 
gerous and  often  fatal  results.  Those  who  are  exposed  to  this  poisoned  air  are 
never  in  good  health,  and  are  subject  to  heaviness,  headache,  furred  tongue, 
quickened  pulse,  febrile  symptoms,  thirst,  loss  of  appetite,  catarrh,  bronchitis, 
consumption,  typhus  or  typhoid  fevers,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  croup  in  chil- 
dren, and  are  prepared  for  any  contagious  disease  to  which  they  may  be  ex- 
posed, and  their  lives  are  invariably  shortened.  These  are  mostly  preventable 
diseases.  Such  results  should  teach  us  the  responsibility  of  securing,  at  any 
cost  within  our  reach,  pure  air  in  our  homes  and  public  buildings.  The  possi- 
bilities of  a  vigorous  healthy  life,  who  can  estimate?  Yet  health  and  life, 
with  its  possibilities,  are  endangered,  if  not  quickly  sacrificed  in  the  foul  air  of 
our  homes.  Pure  air  would  save  millions  of  money  and  diminish  human  suf- 
fering to  a  minimum.  ^ 

The  amount  of  fresh  air  necessary  to  keep  pure  the  atmosphere  of  occupied 
rooms  will  be  about  two  thousand  cubic  feet  per  hour  for  each  person.  The 
practical  question  now  is,  how  shall  this  amount  of  pure,  fresh,  warm  air  be 
procured  in  our  homes  or  public  buildings  already  constructed, — 1.  During 
summer;  2.  During  the  time  when  artificial  heat  is  used  for  warming  them? 

I. — DURING  SUMMER. 

The  great  difficulty  in  summer  is  to  distribute  the  fresh  air  equally  through 
the  room  so  as  to  avoid  producing  currents  of  air,  which  is  injurious  to  persons 
who  are  at  rest,  as  standing,  sitting,  or  sleeping.  This  may,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
be  done  by  opening  the  windows  or  doors,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  house 
from  which  the  wind  comes,  also  by  lowering  the  upper  sash  of  the  window, 
having  a  curtain  before  it;  or  better,  perhaps,  by  raising  the  lower  sash  about 
four  inches  and  placing  a  board  under  the  sash  so  as  to  till  up  the  space  entire. 
This  will  give  an  opening  between  the  two  sashes  where  they  meet  which  will 
admit  the  out-door  air  without  producing  an  improper  or  sensible  current 
across  the  room.  This  method  may  be  used  day  or  night,  whatever  be  the 
temperature  or  season. 

II. — DURING  THE  TIME  WHEN  ARTIFICIAL  HEAT  IS  USED. 

During  cold  weather  ventilation  shoud  be  produced  by  the  aid  of  heat.  The 
following  rules  should  be  carefully  observed  in  heating  and  ventilation : 

1.  Conduct,  in  some  convenient  manner,  out-door  air  against  a  heated 
surface. 

2.  Conduct  the  in-door  air  from  the^oor  into  a  heated  flue.  In  this  manner 
a  complete  circulation  of  air  may  be  had,  and  an  abundant  supply  of  pure. 
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warm  air  may  be  secured ;  provided,  first,  thafc  the  dnets  be  safficiently  large ; 
and,  second,  that  the  dust  in  the  air  be  not  burned  by  a  red-hot  surface.  If 
these  rules  are  observed  the  heating  and  ventilation  will  be  very  economical 
and  satisfactory.  Most  of  the  buildings,  public  and  private,  for  human  use, 
are  constructed  without  any  reference  to  ventilation ;  indeed,  most  of  them 
seem  to  have  been  planned  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  either  the  light  of  the 
sun  or  the  pure  air  of  heaven  to  enter  them.  There  is  consequently  much 
difficulty  in  properly  heating  or  ventilating  them.  Those  who  prefer  health 
to  the  sight  of  the  changes  necessary  in  each  case  to  secure  such  an  end,  must 
not  object  to  see  an  additional  pipe  to  convey  foul  air  out  of  the  room,  and 
also  a  pipe  to  convey  the  pure,  out-door  air  into  it. 

There  are  many  buildings  heated  by  a  furnace.  In  these  the  pure  out-door 
air  is  properly  heated ;  but  where  there  is  no  preparation  for  ventilation,  this 
may  be  secured  in  the  same  manner  as  Avhen  heated  by  a  stove.  The  great 
majority  of  houses  are  heated  by  stoves.  The  out-door  air  in  such  cases  must 
be  conducted  to  the  surface  of  the  stove,  as  illustrated  by  the  following  dia- 
grams. These  stoves  have  various  shapes ;  whatever  that  may  be,  the  princi- 
ples will  here  be  explained  so  that  any  person  may  modify  the  method  so  as  to 
secure  the  result  desired.  Figure  1  will  show  how  a  sheet-iron  jacket  may  be 
fitted  to  the  back  of  a  stove  for  heating  the  out-door  air  brought  within  the 
jacket  against  the  stove.  The  jacket  is  seen  at  the  top  of  the  stove,  and  is 
represented  by  the  line  marked  D.    See  figure  1. 


FIO.  1. 


T  represents  the  top  of  the  stove. 
S,  the  stove  door. 
A, hole  for  stove  pipe. 
B  B,  open  space  at  the  top  of  the  stove 
for  the  warmed  air  to  escape  into  the  room. 


D,  the  line  showing  the  sheet-iron  jacket 
fitted  to  the  sides  of  the  stove  at  x,  x,  to 
bring  ttie  out-door  air  to  the  heated  8ui> 
face  of  the  stove. 


The  jacket  should  never  be  more  than  four  and  one-half  inches  from  the 
back  of  the  stove,  and  should  always  be  closed  at  the  bottom,  so  that  the  air  in 
the  room  will  never  be  reheated  and  breathed  over  again  and  again.  This 
should  be  remembered  whatever  kind  or  form  of  jacket  is  used. 

Figure  2  (page  50)  illustrates  the  manner  of  conducting  the  out-door  air  to 
the  stove  within  the  jacket  for  heating. 
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Fio.  i. 


T,  top  of  the  stove. 

C,  stove  door. 

B,  back  of  the  stove. 
F,  floor. 
S,  stove-pipe. 
W.  chimney. 

D,  sheet-iron  Jacket,  seen  in  section. 
H,  bottom  of  the  stove. 

A  A,  the  edge  of  the  sheet-iron  Jacket  fit- 
ted to  the  sides  of  the  stove  and  made  fast. 


P,  supply-pipe  connected  with  the  jack- 
et D  and  box-pipe  E  which  conducts  the 
out-door  air  as^ainst  the  hack  of  the  stove 
B  within  the  Jacket  D. 

E,  wooden  box-pipe,  6x12  Inches  Inside, 
to  conduct  out-door  air  to  supply-pipe  P. 

The  hands  J^TB^T  show  the  direction 
of  the  current  of  air  from  out  door  into 
the  room. 

X,  X,  stove  feet. 


Fig.  3. 
A 


T,  top  of  tlio  :%tovo.  B  B,  the  space  between  the  Jacket  and 

A,   shoot-iioii   jaokct    surrounding  the  the  back  of  the  stove  for  heatinfc  the  air 

back  of  the  stove,  and  the  llttiuji^  of  its  and  its  escape   into  the   room.     The  ont- 

edpes,  X.  x,  to  tlio  sides  of  the  stove.  door  air  is  conducted  within  the  jacket  the 

X,  \,  edges  of  the  jacket  fitted  to  the  same  as  with  the  wood  stOTC. 
aides  01  the  stove.  I 
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The  coal  etove  may  be  jacketed  ia  the  same  manner  as  the  wood  etove.  In 
this  case  the  jacket  may  be  fitted  to  the  sides  of  the  stoTe  very  nicely,  covering 
the  back  of  the  stove  in  the  eame  manner  as  the  wood  stove,  bo  that  the  sheet- 
iron  jacket  will.be  at  an  average  distance  of  four  and  one-half  inches  from 
the  back,  never  more  than  this.  Figure  3,  page  56,  will  explain  the  manner 
of  doing  this.  | 

Oat-door  air  may  also  be  heated  by  conducting  it  within  a  jacket  aronnd  the 
«tove-pipe  of  a  wood  or  coal  stove,  as  shown,  in  section,  in  Fignre  4. 


8,  stove.  I    PP) supplf-pipc  for condnctlnff  oat-door 

OC, Btove-pipe.  air  within  the  Jacltet  for  heatfiis,  seen  In 

JJ,  sheet-iron  jacket  nround  the  stove-  section.    The  Jacket,  JJ,  should  not  be  less 

pipe.  -—1—  .— ^-.-  J. *.. 


Itban  twelve  inches  In  diameter. 


In  school'houaes,  whore  box  stores  are  mostly  used,  a  sheet-iron  jacket  may 
enclose  the  stove  excepting  the  front,  which  should  be  left  open  for  the  escape 
of  the  heated  air.  The  space  between  the  stove  aud  jacket  should  be  four 
inches,  not  more,  on  the  sides  and  top;  on  the  back  the  jacket  may  be  as  wide 
as  the  hole  in  the  Boor,  six  inches.  An  opening  should  be  made  through  the 
floor  at  the  back  end  of  the  stove  near  the  jacket,  six  inches  by  sixteen,  if  the 
jacket  is  wide  enough  to  cover  it.  A  pipe  the  shape  of  the  hole  should  be 
fitted  so  DB  to  i-each  a  little  above  the  bottom  of  the  stove,  that  the  ^r  may 
reach  the  heated  surface  at  once.  Figure  5  (page  58),  seen  in  section,  shows 
this. 
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FlO.  5. 
P 


k 


S,  stove. 
F,  floor. 

JJ,  Jacket  around  the  stove  except  in 
firont. 
P,  stove-pipe. 


C,  chimney. 

AA,  supply-pipe  for  eondiictiii£^  out-door 
air  within  the  jacket  JJ. 

The  marks  i^  9S^  show  the  direction 
of  the  out-door  air  into  the  room. 


VENTILATION  OF  HOUSES  ALREADY  C0K8TBUCXED. 

Ventilation,  according  to  rale  second,  should  always  convey  the  in-door  air 
from  the  floor  into  a  heated  flae.  If  the  chimney  is  properly  constmcted  this 
may  be  done  with  little  expense  or  trouble ;  usually,  however^  this  is  not  the 
case.  The  general  rule  is  to  build  chimneys  very  small,  mostly  four  inches  by 
twelve  or  sixteen  on  the  inside.  This  narrow  space  will  soon  be  more  or  less 
filled  with  soot.  In  such  cases  ventilation  will  be  difficult,  if  not  impossible. 
If  the  chimney  has  been  constructed  with  an  apartment  for  ventilation,  it  will 
be  sufficient  to  make  an  opening  into  it  at  the  floor, — that  is,  the  bottom  of 
the  opening  must  in  all  cases  be  exactly  oven  with  the  top  of  the  floor,  other- 
wise the  ventilation  will  be  imperfect;  this  will  give  good  ventilation.  All 
chimneys  should  be  constructed  with  an  apartment  for  each  story,  as  shown  in 
Figure  6,  and  should  be  plastered  smooth;  the  partition  should  be  made  of 
brick  and  built  in  edgewise,  so  that  it  will  be  two  inches  thick ;  this  wall  will 
be  constantly  heated  to  keep  a  continual  draft  in  the  ventilating  flue. 

FlO.  6. 


Figure  6.— A,  ventilating  flue  for  the 
cellar,  the  air  being  taken  from  the  bottom 
of  cellar  and  conveyed  into  flue  A. 

B,  ventilating  flue  for  the  flrst  story; 

C,  for  the  second  story. 


D,  the  smoke  flue. 

1,  2,  3,  the  partition  walls  two  Indies 
thick,  made  by  placing  the  bricks  edge- 
wise, and  plastered. 


If  a  chimney  is  sufficiently  large,  a  seven  or  eight  inch  stove-pipe,  or  larger 
if  possible,  may  be  let  down  inside  of  the  chimney  and  turned  into  the  room 
at  the  floor  by  an  elbow ;  this  will  make  an  efficient  ventilator.     If  there  is 
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sot  Bnfficient  room,  or  if  for  any  other  caase,  as  a  crooked  chimney,  this  can- 
not be  done,  ventilation  may  be  effected,  as  illustrated  in  Figure  7.  Take  a 
pipe  1  inch  smaller  in  diameter  than  the  supply-pipe  which  is  to  conduct  the 
out-door  air  to  the  stove,  and  carry  it  into  the  chimney  if  possible  below  the 
entrance  of  the  smoke-pipe.  This  plan  can  be  adopted  more  frequently  and  at 
less  cost  than  any  other,  as  chimneys  are  generally  constructed. 

FIO.  7. 


II,  stove. 

S,  8tove-pipo. 

JL,  sheet-iron  jacket. 

P,  supply-pipe,  say  seven  inches  in  di- 
ameter. 

B,  box  for  supplying  out-door  air  to 
supply-pi  pe  P. 

V,  ventilator,  say  six  inches  in  diameter, 
talcing  foul  air  from  the  floor  into  the 
chimney  C,  below  the  smolce-pipe  S. 


F,  floor  of  the  room. 

X,  an  opening  into  the  ventilating  pipe 
to  admit  the  foul  air. 

O,  stove  door. 

L,  edge  of  sheet-iron  Jacket  where  it 
joins  tlie  side  of  the  stove. 

The  roarlcs  9&*  9^  show  the  direction 
of  air.  The  bottom  of  the  sheet-iron  jaclc- 
'et  should  aiwaj's  be  closed,  as  shown  in  dia- 
gram. 


In  many  houses  the  chimney  is  so  constructed,  or  situated,  that  the  ventila- 
tion would  not  be  equal  to  the  work  required.  Such  an  instance  would  be 
when  the  chimney  is  short,  the  bottom  being  near  the  ceiling  in  the  upper 
story,  with  a  stove  in  each  story  connected  with  it.  In  such  cases  ventilation 
would  be  hardly  possible.  To  remedy  this,  the  following  plan  may  be  adopted : 
The  stove-pipe  in  the  second  story  may  be  surrounded  by  a  much  larger  pipe* 
A  six-inch  pipe  may  be  surrounded  by  a  ten-inch  pif>e;  a  seven-inch,  by  a 
twelve-inch  jacket  pipe,  and  the  ventilator  may  be  connected  with  this  sur- 
rounding jacket.  The  stove-pij^e  and  the  jacket  are  both  to  be  carried  into  the 
chimney  as  one  pipe;  the  stove-pipe  within  will  so  heat  the  surrounding  air 
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that:  a  strong  YOntilation  will  be  tbe  reaalt.     The  ventilator  should  enter  the 
jackot  at;  or  near  ita  bottom,  as  Been  in  Figure  8. 
Fin.  s. 

I 


S,stPTO.  ■    F.F.  floors. 

.11..  fhe«t~Iron  Jaokot  for  hoatinfT  tbe  &ir.     V,  ventilaiinj{-pipe  to  coiiTe^  the  fool 

I.,  Ihc  sh««t-iron  jaekpi  JoUied  aud  fiut- air  from  the  room-floor  Into  ttae  jadet, 
vnoti  10  th»  »li1rj  of  Ihe  $iovc.  ""  ..  ..  .      .    .^ — .. . 

PP,  eui>rl''-pll'^*  *">  convoy  the  ai 
beailii^wlihiii  ihejAokel  JL. 

P,  Jruni-stoTe  in  feconiJ  story. 

AAA,  *tore-jilpo. 

Bit,  fhwt-min  Jai-kot  around  (h«  ^ 
pipf.  A.  for  T«ntilation. 


K.  bii'k  of  the  stove  Inside  tbe  JadceL 
The  19-  J9-  $how  ibe  course  of  the  lir 
in  the  rentilating-pipes. 


This  plan,  .is  well  as  the  others  ivcotumendeJ.  will  secure  good  heatiog  aod 
(Cntilation,  at  a  Torv  moderate  cose.     I  have  knovn  it  to  cost  from  teo  ahii- 
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lings  in  the  simpler  forms,  to  ten  dollars  by  the  more  complicated  forms;  so 
that  healthy  and  comfortable  homes  may  be  enjoyed  by  the  poor  as  well  as  by 
the  more  favored  of  oar  fellow  citizens. 

The  ventilation  of  churches,  schools,  and  other  public  buildings,  where  large 
numbers  of  persons  assemble,  is  of  the  highest  importance.  The  general  prac- 
tice is  to  construct  very  small  chimneys,  which  renders  it  difficult  to  secure 
efficient  ventilation.  In  all  these  cases,  it  would  be  better  to  reconstruct  them, 
making  them  say  sixteen  by  thirty-six  inches  inside,  dividing  the  space  into  two 
or  more  apartments,  if  there  is  one  story  to  be  warmed, — or  into  three  if  two  stor- 
ies,—one  for  the  smoke,  the  others  for  ventilation,  with  an  opening  into  each 
ventilating  flue,  always  at  the  floor.  One  church  has  a  chimney  sixteen  by  thirty- 
six  inches  inside,  divided  by  putting  a  sixteen-inch  pipe  of  heavy  sheet-iron  so  as 
to  make  the  side  flues  of  equal  size ;  the  pipe  is  fitted  close  to  the  brick  wall  to 
secure  it  to  its  place.  This  is  the  smoke-pipe,  and  it  warms  the  air  almost  in- 
stantly in  the  foul-air  flues  at  its  sides,  making  a  very  powerful  ventilator.  This 
church  has  a  basement  story  and  needs  two  flues,  one  for  each  room.  If  this  pipe 
should  ever  be  destroyed,  another  can  be  slipped  inside  of  it,  and  thus  renewed. 
In  public  buildings  which  are  heated  at  intervals  this  sheet-iron  pipe  is  the 
best,  as  it  heats  the  air  on  each  side  at  once.  In  a  building  constantly  heated 
the  best  way  would  be  to  build  the  partitions  in  the  chimney  with  brick.  The 
flues  should  always  be  plastered  smooth.  When  this  cannot  be  done  the  venti- 
lation must  be  made  in  the  same  manner  as  for  dwelling  houses,  the  ventilat- 
ing-pipcs  being  correspondingly  large. 

In  another  church,  a  jacket-pipe  sixteen  inches  in  diameter  was  put  around  a 
stove-pipe  seven  inches  in  diameter,  connected  with  a  stove  all  in  the  room  be- 
low, and  carried  into  the  chimney.  The  end  of  the  jacket  opposite  to  the  chim- 
ney was  turned  up  through  the  floor  by  an  elbow  to  receive  the  foul  air  of  the  room 
above,  and  discharge  it  into  the  chimney.  The  seven-inch  pipe  enters  the 
sixteen-inch  pipe  about  four  feet  from  the  end  farthest  from  the  chimney,  and 
passes  through  it  to  the  chimney.  A  fire  in  the  stove  below  will  warm  the  foul 
air  in  the  large  pipe  and  thus  carry  it  away  into  the  chimney.  This  fire  must 
be  made  as  soon  as  that  made  in  the  furnace  or  other  heating  apparatus,  and , 
continued  as  long.    This  church  is  finely  heated  and  ventilated.     See  Figure  9. 

FlO.  0. 
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P,  F,  floors. 

S,  stove  in  the  basement. 

P,  stove-pipe  which  enters  the  large  ven- 
tilating-pipe  V  at  X,aud  continues  through 
its  center  till  it  reaches  the  chimney. 

yy,  ventilating-pipe  which  surrounds 
the  stove-pipe  P  and  enters  the  chimney 


and  there  discharges  the  foul  air  from  the 
room  above. 

O,  an  opening  through  the  floor  of  the 
upper  room,  through  which  the  foul  air 
of  the  room  above  passes  into  the  venti- 
lator and  through  it  to  the  chimney. 

C,  chimney. 
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Another  churchy  which  is  heated  by  a  farnace,  is  ventilated  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner :  It  has  a  chimney  sixteen  by  thirty-six  inches  inside ;  to  secnre 
good  ventilation,  a  hole  is  made  throagh  the  floor  near  the  chimney  sixteen  by 
twenty  inches  inside ;  a  wooden  tube  is  fitted  into  this  and  reaches  down  into 
the  room  below,  near  an  opening  made  into  the  chimney.  A  sheet-iron  elbow 
connects  the  wooden  tube  with  the  chimney ;  the  foul  air  from  the  room  above 
passes  through  this  tube  into  the  chimney  below,  and  this  ventilates  the  charch, 
giving  it  pure,  warm  air.  The  opening  into  the  chimney  is  made  below  the 
entrance  of  the  smoke-pipe  from  the  furnace,  so  that  the  smoke  does  not  enter 
the  ventilating  tube.    See  Figure  10. 


FIO.  10. 
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F,F,  floors. 

O.  chimney. 

H,  Airnace  smoke-pipe  entrance,  above 
the  entrance  of  the  ventilator  at  X. 

X,  the  opening  into  the  chimney  for  the 
ventilator. 

y,  ventilator  connected  with  the  open- 


ing in  the  floor  above  at  A,  and  the  diim- 
ney  below  at  X. 

A,  the  opening  through  vrhlcfa  the  air 
passes  from  the  room  above  into  the  chim- 
ney below. 

This  church  is  easily  heated  and  venti- 
lated. 


In  all  these  illustrations  the  two  rules  given  have  been  observed,  and  may  be 
applied  in  many  other  forms :  first,  Conduct  the  out-door  air  against  a  heated 
surface ;  second,  Gonduct  the  foul  air  in  the  room  from  the  floor  into  a 
heated  flue,  and  good  heating  and  ventilating  will  be  secured. 


REPORT 


—OH  — 


SLAUGHTER-HOTISES,  REin)EBI]!f& -ESTAB- 
LISHMENTS, ETC. 


—  BT  — 

HOMER  O.   mrOHOOOK,  M.  D., 

xmBES  or  TBI 

STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


REPORT  ON   slaughter-houses,  RENDER- 

ING-ESTABLISHMENTS,  Etc. 


BY  HOlfBR  0.   HITCHCOCK,   H.   D. 


At  the  April  meeting  of  this  Board  the  following  commnnication,  addressed 
to  Dr.  Eedzie,  the  President,  was  presented  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
disposal  of  excreta  and  decomposing  organic  matter : 

"DowAOiAC,  March  31,  1879. 
''Prof.  R.  C.  K$dzU: 

''  Dear  Sir  : — I  have  a  small  matter  before  me  in  which  I  want  some  advice. 
There  is  situated  near  where  I  live  a  slanghter-honse,  which  has  been  and  is 
now  a  nuisance  which  is  most  intolerable  to  live  by.  The  stench  therefrom 
was  so  bad  that  it  caused  most  everything  that  we  had  in  our  cellar,  such  as 
milk  and  other  edibles,  to  taste.  I  have  been  to  the  parties  at  different  times 
and  told  them  that  it  would  bo  impossible  for  us  to  live  with  that  as  it  was. 
They  told  me  they  would  clean  np  the  yard.  They  did  not  even  do  that.  I 
then  applied  to  and  made  my  complaint  to  the  township  board,  and  they  have 
done  nothing  about  the  matter.  I  have  been  advised  to  write  to  you,  having 
been  informed  that  you  were  the  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  I 
should  have  told  you  that  we  were  all  of  ns  sick  last  Fall,  and  the  physician 
told  us  that  we  could  not  live  here  and  have  our  health.  I  should  also  have 
stated  that  the  slaughter-house  is  near  the  public  highway,  on  Dowagiac  creek, 
and  that  the  people  traveling  the  road  also  complain  of  the  stench  from  the 
slaughter-house  and  the  yards. 

'*  I  would  like  to  know  if  these  parties  can  still  keep  their  nuisance  and  endan- 
ger the  health  of  my  family  and  the  neighborhood  and  nothing  be  done  about 
the  matter.  I  wish  that  you  might  point  me  out  the  way  in  which  I  might 
proceed  to  have  the  nuisance  removed,  and  oblige. 

Yours  with  respect, 

PRANK  ANDRUS. 

''P.  S. — Will  you  please  answer  and  give  advice? 

F.  ANDRUS." 

As  this  complaint  is  only  one  of  hundreds  that  may  arise,  it  has  been  thought 
by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred  that  a  paper  should  be  prepared  up- 
on the  relations  of  the  slaughtering  and  allied  business  to  the  public  health, 

y  (65) 
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calling  especial  attention  to  the  present  lavrs  of  the  State  concerning  them, 
and  the  real  relation  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  and  local  boards  of  health 
to  them. 

The  State  Board  of  Health  is  not  judicial  nor  executive,  but  only  investigat- 
ing and  advisory^  in  its  functions.  On  reading  the  act  by  which  the  State 
Board  of  Health  was  created,  it  is  apparent  that  it  has  not  been  endowed  with 
judicial  authority,  nor  with  any  executive  power,  through  the  exercise  of  which 
it  can  directly  abate  nuisances.  Its  duties,  as  specified  in  section  2,  act  "So. 
8Jy  laws  of  1873,  are  as  follows,  viz.:  ''The  State  Board  of  Health  shall 
have  the  general  supervision  of  the  interests  of  the  health  and  life  of  the 
citizens  of  this  State.  They  shall  especially  study  the  vital  statistics  of 
this  State,  and  endeavor  to  make  intelligent  and  profitable  use  of  the  col- 
lected records  of  deaths  and  of  sickness  among  the  people ;  they  shall  make 
sanitary  investigations  and  inquiries  respecting  the  causes  of  disease,  and 
especially  of  epidemics;  the  causes  of  mortality,  and  the  effects  of  localities, 
employments,  conditions,  ingesta,  habits,  and  circumstances  on  the  health  of 
the  people.  They  shall,  when  required,  or  when  they  deem  it  best,  advise  offi- 
cers of  the  government,  or  other  State  boards  in  regard  to  the  location,  drain- 
age, water-supply,  disposal  of  excreta,  heating  and  ventilation  of  any  public 
institution  or  building.  They  shall,  from  time  to  time,  recommend  standard 
works  on  the  subject  of  hygiene  for  the  use  of  the  schools  of  the  State."  In 
section  5,  among  other  duties  assigned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  he  is 
required  to  ''  collect  information  concerning  vital  statistics,  knowledge  respect- 
ing diseases,  and  all  nsef ul  information  on  the  subject  of  hygiene,  and  through 
an  annual  report,  and  otherwise,  as  the  Board  may  direct,  shall  disseminate 
such  information  among  the  people.'^ 

In  Local  Boards  of  Health,  and  in  them  alone,  except  when  questions  are  re- 
ferred to  the  courts,  has  been  confided  the  authority  to  act  in  the  abatement  of 
nuisances. 

The  following  are  some  of  the  existing  laws  relative  to  the  matters  in  ques- 
tion : 

Who  constitute  the  board  of  health  in  every  township,  village,  or  city  f 

This  may  be  answered  by  the  following  sections  of  law : — 

Board  of  beaiui.      (1692.)  ♦Sectiok  1.  In  every  township  the  township  board  shall  be 

the  board  of  health.    The  supervisor  shall  be  the  president,  and  the 

township  derk  shall  be  the  clerk  of  said  board.    The  clerk  shall  keep  a 

record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  board  in  a  book  to  be  provided  for 

that  purpose  at  the  expense  of  the  town8hip.t— <*37.) 

Appointment  of      (l^^*)  Sec.  2.  Every  township  board  of  health  shall  appoint  and  oon- 

heaitii  officer,     Btantly  have  a  health  officer  of  the  township,  who  shall,  where  practic- 

Iton^^Z^"^'     ^^^®«  ^  ^  physician  and  sanitary  adviser,  and  an  exeeative  ofSoer  of  the 

'  board:  Provided^  That  in  townships  where  it  is  not  practicable  to 

secure  the  services  of  a  well  educated  and  suitable  physician,  the  board 

may  appoint  the  supervisor  or  some  other  person  as  such  health  officer. 

The  board  of  health  shall  establish  his  salary  or  other  compensation, 

and  shall  regulate  and  audit  all  fees  and  charges  of  persons  employed  by 

them  in  the  execution  of  the  health  laws  and  of  their  own  regulations. 

Within  thirty  days  after  the  annual  township  meeting  in  each  year,  the 

board  of  health  shall  meet  for  the  transaction  of  business  and  shall 

appoint  or  reappoint  a  health  officer,  and  shall  immediately  cause  to  be 

transmitted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  at  Lansing, 

the  full  name  and  postoffice  address  of  such  health  officer,  and  a  state- 

*Namber8  in  parentheses  at  beginning  of  paragraphs  refer  to  sections  of  the  com- 
piled laws  of  1871;  those  at  the  end  of  paragraphs  refer  to  sections  of  compilation 
of  public  health  laws,  1876. 
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ment  whether  be  is  a  physiclaD,  the  supervisor,  or  some  other  person 
not  a  physician.  A  special  meeting  of  the  board  may  be  called  by  the 
order  of  the  president  or  of  any  two  members  of  said  board.^— (38.) 

(1740.)  Sec.  49.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  each  incorporated  city,  Bcwrd  of  health 
and  the  president  and  council,  or  trustees  of  each  incorporated  village  inciuesand 
in  this  Sute,  in  which  no  board  of  health  is  organized  under  its  charter,  ^ntm^'tT    ^ 
shall  have  and  exorcise  all  the  powers,  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  a 
board  of  health  as  provided  in  this  chapter,  within  the  limits  of  the 
cities  or  villages,  respectively,  of  which  they  are  such  officers.    The 
provisions  of  this  chapter,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  shall,  as  far  as 
applicable,  apply  to  all  cities  and  villages  in  this  State,  and  all  duties 
which  are,  bv  the  provisions  of  this  cnapter,  to  be  performed  by  the 
board  of  health  of  townships,  or  by  the  officers  and  Innabitants  thereof, 
shall  in  like  manner  be  performed  by  the  board  of  health  and  the  officers 
and  inhabitants  of  such  cities  and  villages,  with  a  like  penalty  for  the 
non-performance  of  such  duties,  excepting  in  cases  where  the  charters 
of  such  cities  and  villages  contain  provisions  inconsistent  herewith.t— 
(W.) 

What  duties  does  the  law  impose  on,  and  require  of,  these  local  boards  of 
health  in  respect  to  tlie  various  trades  referred  to  in  this  paper  t 
This  qnestion  may  be  answered  by  the  following  sections  of  law : — 

(1694.)   Sec.  3.   The  board  of  health  sliall  make  such  regulations  RMaiaUona  re. 
respecting  nuisances,  sources  of  filth,  and  causes  oi  sickness,  witikin  their  uuDgtocuiaee 
respective  townships,  and  on  board  of  any  vessels  in  their  ports  or  bar-  ^^  ■icknei^  etc 
bors,  as  they  shall  Judge  neoessary  for  the  public  health  and  safety ;  and 
if  any  person  shall  violate  any  such  regulations,  he  shall  forfeit  a  sum 
not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.^(39o 

(1699.)  Sec.  8.  The  board  of  health  shall  examine  into  all  nuisances,  Boani  to  exam, 
sources  of  filth,  and  causes  of  sickness  that  may,  in  their  opinion,  be  in-  <»•  'o^  naie. 
Jurious  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants  within  their  township,  or  in  anv  S^^*^;,^! 
vessel  within  any  harbor  or  port  of  such  township;  and  the  same  shall  or  prereat  the 
destroy,  remove,  or  prevent,  as  the  case  may  require.— (44.)  »»«• 

ri700.)  Sec.  9.  Whenever  any  such  nuisance,  source  of  filth,  or  cause  of  Prooeediagi^  tf 
siocness  shall  be  found  on  private  property,  the  board  of  health  shall  or-  nai^n<^  ^* 
der  the  owner  or  occupant  thereof,  at  his  own  expense,  to  remove  the  M^pwtr.  ^ 
same  within  twenty-four  hours;  and  if  the  owner  or  occupant  shall  neg- 
lect so  to  do,  he  shall  forfet  a  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars.— 
(46.) 

(1701.)  Sec.  10.  If  the  owner  or  occupant  shall  not  complv  with  such  when  BalMac^ 
order  of  the  board  of  health,  such  board  may  cause  the  said  nuisance,  *^*^J^J[*^-. 
source  of  filth,  or  canse  of  sickness,  to  be  removed,  and  all  expenses  in-  ^JSImmw  of 
curred  thereby  shall  be  paid  by  the  said  owner  or  occupant  or  by  such  ownerTeta. 
other  person  as  shall  have  caused  or  permitted  the  same.— (46.) 

(1737.)  Sec. 464  'The  township  board  of  every  township,  the  president  Placet  may  be 
and  trustees,  or  council,  of  every  village,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  •^s^^^  tor 
of  every  city,  respectively,  when  they  shall  judge  it  necessary,  shall,  ^SfoSdre ttmdei. 
from  time  to  time,  assign  certain  places  for  the  exercising  of  any  trade 
or  employment  offensive  to  the  inhabitants  or  dangerous  to  the  public 
health;  and  they  shall  forbid  the  exercise  thereof  In  places  not  so  as- 
signed ;  and  all  such  assignments  shall  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the 
township,  village,  or  city, and  they  may  be  revoked  when  the  said  town- 
ship, village,  or  city  officers  may  ihink  proper.— (82.) 

Attention  is  also  called  to  the  following  sanitary  provisions  relating  to  cities 
and  villages: — 

(§)  Section  1.  Every  city  incorporated  under  the  provisions  of  this  Powenand 
act,l  shall,  in  addition  to  such  other  powers  as  are  herein  ^^Dfcr^^d*  5x«?tae^thereot 
have  the  general  powers  and  authority  in  this  chapter  mentioned;  and 

*  As  amended  by  act  No.  56,  laws  of  1877. 
t  As  amended  by  act  No.  140,  laws  of  1879. 

^Seo  also  sections  50  and  51,  added  by  the  Legislature  in  1879,  and  which  are  giren 
on -'  '*•* * — " 


n  page  —  of  this  Tolnme. 
f  Laws  of  187S,— Act  No.  178.  Chap.  XL— pages  296, 298,  299. 
IT  Act  No.  178,  Laws  of  Michigan,  187S. 
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the  council  may  pass  such  ordinances  in  relation  thereto,  and  for  the  ex 
ercise  of  the  same,  as  they  may  deem  proper,  viz.: 

Thirdy  To  prevent  injury  or  annoyance  from  anything  dangerous,  of- 
fensive, or  unhealthy;  to  prohibit  and  remove  anything  tending  to 
cause  or  promote  disease ;  to  prevent  and  abate  nuisances,  and  to  punish 
those  occasioning  them,  or  neglecting  or  refusing  to  abate,  discontinue, 
or  remove  the  same;  and  generally  to  determine  and  declare  what  shall 
be  deemed  nuisances; 

JEigfUeenth^  To  provide  for  and  regulate  the  inspection  of  meats,  poul- 
try, fish,  butter,  cheese,  lard,  vegetables,  flour,  meat,  and  other  provis- 
ions: 

♦  ♦♦•♦♦♦♦••Hi* 

Tvjent^J^hj  To  provide  for  clearing  the  rivers,  ponds,  and  streams  of 
the  city,  and  the  races  connected  therewith,  of  all  dfrift  wood  and  noxious 
matter;  to  prohibit  and  prevent  the  depositing  therein  of  any  filth  or 
other  matter  tending  to  render  the  waters  thereof  impure,  unwholesome, 
and  ofilsusive ; 

Twenty^ixtk,  To  compel  the  owner  or  occupant  of  any  grocery,  tallow- 
chandler  shop,  soap  or  candle  factory,  butcher-shop  or  stall,  slaughter- 
house, stable,  barn,  privy,  sewer,  or  other  offensive,  nauseous,  or  un- 
wholesome place  or  house,  to  cleanse,  remove,  or  abate  the  same 
whenever  the  council  shall  deem  it  necessary  for  the  health,  comfort,  or 
convenience  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  city;    *    *    *    — (87.) 

(*)  Sec.  2.  The  council  shall  have  power  to  prevent  and  remove  or 
or  abate  all  nuisances  dangerous  to  life  or  health  within  the  city;  and 
may  require  any  person,  corporation  or  company  causing  sndi  nuisance, 
and  the  owner  or  occupant  of  any  lot  or  premises  upon  or  in  which  any 
such  nuisance  or  cause  of  disease  may  be  found,  to  remove  or  abate  the 
same,  upon  such  notice,  and  within  such  time,  and  in  such  manner  as  the 
council,  may  by  ordinance  or  resolution  direct.— (89.) 

(t)  Sbc.5.  The  council,  when  they  shall  deem  It  necessary,  may  from 
time  to  time  assign,  by  ordinance,  certain  places  within  the  city  for  the 
exercising  of  any  trade  or  employment  offensive  to  the  inhabitants  or 
dangerous  to  the  public  health;  and  may  forbid  the  exercise  thereof  in 
places  not  so  assigned ;  and  may  change  or  revoke  such  assignments  at 
pleasure;  and  whenever  a  business, carried  on  in  any  place  so  assigned, 
or  in  any  other  place  in  the  city,  shall  become  hurtful  and  dangerous  to 
the  health  of  the  neighborhood,  the  council  may  prohibit  the  further 
exercise  of  such  business  or  employment  at  such  place.— (92.) 

(t)  Sectiox  1.  The  council  of  any  city  shall  have  the  power  to  erect 
market-houses,  establish  and  regulate  markets  and  market-places,  for 
the  sale  of  meats,  fish,  vegetables,  and  other  provisions  and  artides 
necessary  to  the  sustenance,  convenience,  and  comfort  of  the  inhabitants ; 
to  prescribe  the  times  for  opening  and  closing  the  same;  the  kind  and 
description  of  articles  which  may  oe  sold;  and  the  stands  and  places  to 
be  occupied  hy  the  vendors.— (97.) 

(t)  Sec.  2.  The  council  may  adopt  and  enforce  such  rules  and  regula- 
tions as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  fi-aud,  and  to  preserve  order  in  the 
markets;  and  may  authorize  the  immediate  seizure,  arrest,  and  removal 
from  the  market,  of  any  person  violating  its  regulations,  together  with 
any  articles  in  his  or  their  possession;  and  may  authorize  the  seizure 
and  destruction  of  tainted  or  unsound  meats,  or  other  provisions  exposed 
for  sale  therein.— (98.) 

(§)  Section  1.  Every  village  subject  to  the  provisions  of  this  actH 
shall,  in  addition  to  such  other  powers  as  are  conferred,  have  the  gen- 
eral power  and  authority  granted  in  this  chapter,  and  the  council  may 
pass  such  ordinances  in  relation  thereto  as  they  may  deem  proper, 
namely : 


*  Laws  of  1873,— Act  No.  178,  Chap.  XIV.— page  80S. 
t  Laws  of  1878,— Act  No.  178,  Chap.  XIV.— page  807. 
i  Laws  of  1873,— Act  No.  178,  Chap.  XIX— page  814 
§  Laws  of  1875,  Act  No.  62,  Chap.  VlL— pages  68, 6». 

IT  Act  No.  62,  Laws  of  1875. 
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Thirds  To  abate  nulsanoeB,  aud  preserve  the  public  health; 

Eleventh,  To  provide  for  and  regulate  the  inspection  of  provision,  fire- 
wood, and  hay,  on  the  public  markets;     •      •      •      —(126.) 

Whai  is  the  uliimaie  executive  power  behind  the  boards  of  health? 
This  may  be  answered  by  the  following  sections  of  law : — 

(1702.)  Sec.  11.  Whenever  any  person  shall  be  convicted  on  an  indict-  Court  m«j  order 
inent  for  a  common  nuisance  that  may  be  injurious  to  the  public  health,  ^^|^^  ^^, 
the  court  may,  in  its  discretion,  order  it  to  be  removed  or  destroyed,  at  JJJJJ<* "» «««»»»> 
the  expense  of  the  defendant,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  health  SMich.,  117. 
of  the  township  where  the  nuisance  is  fonnd :  and  the  form  of  the  war- 
rant to  the  sheriff  or  other  officer  may  be  varied  accordingly.— (47.) 

(1703.)  Sec.  12.  Whenever  the  board  of  health  shall  think  it  necessary  ProcMdinn 
for  the  preservation  of  the  lives  or  health  of  the  inhabitants  to  enter  ^^®''*'^' . 
any  building  or  vessel  in  their  township,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  {^^iJ^Q^ 
into  and  destroying,  removing,  or  preventing  anv  nuisance,  source  of  Tonei  ii  nftned. 
filth,  or  cause  of  sickness,  and  shall  be  refused  such  entry,  anv  member 
of  the  board  may  malce  complaint,  under  oath,  to  any  Justice  of  the 
peace  of  his  county,  whether  such  Justice  be  a  member  of  such  board  or 
not,  stating  the  facts  of  the  case,  so  far  as  he  has  knowledge  thereof.— (48.) 

(1704.)  Sec.  13.  Such  Justice  may  thereupon  issue  a  warrant  directed  idem, 
to  the  sheriff  or  any  constable  of  the  county,  commanding  him  to  take 
sufficient  aid,  and  being  accompanied  by  any  two  or  more  members  of 
said  board  of  health,  between  the  hours  of  sunrise  and  sunset,  to  repair 
to  the  place  where  such  nuisance,  source  of  filth,  or  cause  of  sickness 
complained  of  may  be,  and  the  same  destroy,  remove,  or  prevent,  under 
the  direction  of  such  members  of  the  board  of  health.— (49.) 

(1738.)  Sec.  47.  When  any  place  or  building  so  assigned  shall  become  whenpUcMtw- 
a  nuisance  bv  reason  of  offensive  smells  or  exhalations  proceeding  there-  oome  »  nuiauice, 
from,  or  shall  become  otherwise  hurtful  or  dangerous  to  the  neighbor-  JJ^JJJSS?  etc 
hood,  or  to  travelers,  and  the  same  shall  be  made  to  appear  on  a  trial,  ' 

or  the  admission  of  the  person  exercising  such  trade  or  employment, 
before  the  circuit  court  for  the  county,  upon  a  complaint  made  by  the 
board  of  health,  or  by  any  other  person,  the  said  court  may  revoke  such 
assignment,  and  prohibit  the  further  use  of  such  place,  or  building,  for 
the  exercise  of  either  of  the  aforesaid  trades  or  employments,  ana  may 
cause  such  nuisance  to  be  removed  or  prevented.— (83.) 

r6377.)  Sec.  5.  The  circuit  court  for  any  county  shall  have  equity  Jur-  KqaiCjjoriedJc 
isdiction  in  all  matters  concerning  nuisances,  where  there  is  not  a  plain,  tioB  io  cMe  of 
adequate,  and  complete  remedy  at  law,  and  may  grant  injunctions  to  wou^ch^^is. 
stay  or  prevent  nuisances.— (86.)  '* 

What  redress  has  any  person  who  is  *' injured  in  his  comfort  or  the  enjoyment 
of  his  estate  by  any  nuisance  9" 
Answered  by  the  following  sections  of  law : — 

(1739.)  Sec.  48.  Any  person  injured, either  in  his  comfort  or  the  ei\|oy-  Action  on  the 
ment  of  his  estate,  by  any  such  nuisance,  may  have  an  action  on  the  case  cMefordam- 
for  the  damages  sustained  thereby,  in  which  action  the  defendants  may  ^^ 
plead  the  general  issue  and  give  any  special  matter  in  evidence.*- (84.) 

Sco  also  section  6377,  above. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  the  present  laws  of  tiie  State  provide 
aud  explicitly  point  out  the  way  in  which  every  person  aggrieved  by  any  nui- 
sance may  find  redress.  If  it  is  not  done,  the  reason  must  be  either  that  the 
person  aggrieved  has  failed  to  make  his  grievance  known  to  the  proper  officers 
or  that  those  officers  have  failed  to  do  tlieir  duty,  a  failure  for  which  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  however  much  it  way  regret  the  fact,  is  not  responsible  and 
cannot  atone. 


•For  provisions  of  law  relating  to  actions  under  this  section,  see  compiled  laws,  pp.  1796-7. 
One  section  from  ttie  act  containing  tliese  provisions  is  given  above, 6S77. 
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The  slaughtering  and  allied  bnsiness  sometimes  gronped  under  the  head  of 
^'offensive  trades"  are  from  time  to  time  the  subject  of  many  complaints,  as 
occasioning  offensive  odors,  injurious  to  the  comfort  and  health  of  persons  in 
their  vicinity.  For  that  reasou  the  luw  has  made  it  the  duty  of  the  local 
boards  of  health  in  this  State  to  assign  certain  places  for  carrying  on  these 
trades.  Too  often,  it  is  true,  this  duty  has  been  neglected  and  the  law  has  al- 
most become  a  dead  letter,  or  is  forgotten  until  some  striking  offense  to  the 
comfort  or  decided  injury  to  the  health  of  a  community  is  occasioned,  when 
the  cry  goes  up  for  redress. 

These  trades,  necessary  to  the  comfort  or  even  existence  of  every  consider- 
able community  of  people,  must  continue  to  be  carried  on.  Can  it  be  done  in 
complete  conformity  to  the  laws  of  hygiene,  and  at  the  same  time  consistently 
with  the  pecuniary  interests  of  those  engaged  in  them? 

In  order  to  ascertain  some  of  the  faults  in  the  present  manner  of  conducting 
these  trades,  I  caused  the  following  circular  to  be  issued  and  sent  out  to  40  or 
50  health  officers  in  various  parts  of  the  State : — 

CIRCULAR  OF  INQUIRY  CONCERNHSTQ  SLAUGHTER-HOUSES,  ETC. 

To  THE  Health  Officer  of 

Will  you  please  send,  as  soon  as  possible,  in  tlie  enclosed  directed  and  stamped  en- 
velope, answers  to  the  following  questions  ? 

1.  Please  state  the  name  of  your  city. 

2.  How  many  inhabitants  in  your  city? 

3.  How  many  butchers  or  meat-marlcet  men  arc  there  ? 

4.  How  many  places  for  slaughtering  animals? 

5.  How  many  animals  are  annually  slaughtered,  specifying  the  number  of 

a.  Beeves — 

b.  Slieep— 
c  Calves— 

d.  Hogs— 

e.  Other  animals— 

6.  How  many  butchers  do  tlieir  slaughtering  in  one  place  ? 

7.  How  are  the  slaughter-houses  situated  in  reference  to  the  city  limits? 

8.  How  are  they  situated  in  reference  to  thiclcly  settled  portions  of  the  city? 

9.  Are  any  of  the  slaughter-houses  now  ofifensive  to  people  living  near  them  or 

passing  them? 

10.  Have  any  cases  of  sickness  occurred  fairly  attributable  to  such  causes?    If  so, 

state  full  particulars. 

11.  How  are  the  slaughter-houses  floored? 

12.  How  are  the  blood,  offal,  and  bones  disposed  of? 

13.  What  is  the  drainage  of  the  slaughter-houses? 

14.  Does  the  drainage  from  any  of  them  go  into  a  sewer? 

15.  How  are  they  supplied  with  water? 

16.  What  are  the  opinions  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  slaughtering  business  as  to 

the  comparative  economy  and  convenience  of  private  separate  slaughter- 
houses and  one  place  In  which  all  slaughtering  should  be  done? 

fat-rendering  and  bone-boiling. 

17.  How  many  fat-rendering  and  bone-bolllng  establishments  are  there  in  your 

city? 

18.  Are  any  of  them,  as  now  carried  on,  offensive  to  the  people  ? 

19.  Do  they  cause  sickness  ? 
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ao.  HftTa  may  oompUinU  been  mkde  In  your  city  u  to  unwholesome  meats  belug 
ofiered  for  a^f  t 

21.  Are  the  meata  now  aold  In  your  city  properly  inipected  before  boing  offisred 

for  aalet 

22.  With  respect  to  fat-rendering,  bone-bolllng,  etc,  what  are  the  opinions  of  the 

men  engaged  In  the  business  as  to  the  ecoDomy  and  convenience  of  private 
separaleplaoes,  compared  with  one  place  In  which  to  do  all  such  work? 
A  prompt  reply  Is  respectfully  requested. by 

H.  O.  HITCHCXKJK, 
Mentber  of  Slatt  Board  of  Se<^K 
Kalxhazoo,  Hay  36, 1ST9. 

From  the  health  officer!  of  the  following  cities  I  have  received  replies  which 
are  here  compiled. 
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Ifc  vriW  be  seen  that  these  reports  are  from  cities  containing  respectively 
from  2,000  to  18,000  inhabitants,  and  may  probably  be  considered  a  fair  aver- 
age of  the  cities  and  towns  of  the  State  outside  of  Detroit. 

The  number  of  butchers  or  meat*market  men  in  these  several  places  range 
from  2  to  20,  and  the  number  of  places  for  slaughtering  from  1  to  10. 

The  numbers  of  animals  slaughtered  in  a  year  wore  not  given  in  two  cases ;  in 
the  seventeen  reports  in  which  they  are  given  the  average  number  of  animals 
per  1,000  inhabitants  is  as  follows:  of  beeves,  246;  of  sheep,  262;  of  calves, 
190 ;  of  hogs,  285. 

The  blood,  bones,  and  offal  were  said  in  most  of  the  reports  to  be  fed  to 
hogs.  In  a  few  instances  the  bones  were  said  to  be  boiled  and  the  meat  and 
soup  fed  to  hogs,  while  the  bones,  after  being  boiled,  were  burned  or  buried ; 
while  in  one  or  two  cases  the  bones  were  said  to  be  ''sold  and  shipped  off;" 
and  in  one  instance  the  ''blood  and  offal  and  bones"  were  said  to  be  "carted 
into  the  country  and  buried."  In  no  case  were  the  "blood,  bones,  and  offal" 
said  to  be  used  on  the  premises  in  such  a  way  as  to  be  converted  into  pecuniary 
profit. 

Tlie  draifiage  of  these  slaughter-houses,  except  a  very  few  standing  on  the 
banks  of  small  streams,  is  said  to  be  "none,"  which  means  that  all  the 
"washings,"  and  the  "soakings,"  and  the  liquid  filth  was  poured  upon  the 
ground,  under  or  immediately  around  the  buildings,  to  saturate  the  ground, 
and  gradually  to  contaminate  the  weJlsfrom  which^  in  moat  instances^  the  water 
supplied  for  the  premises  was  drawn. 

In  no  case  were  the  meats  said  to  be  inspected,  either  before  slaughtering  or 
after,  although  mention  is  made  in  several  cases  of  complaints  having  been 
made  of  unwholesome  meats  being  offered  for  sale. 

Situated  as  the  reports  represent  the  slaughter-houses  generally  to  be, 
"without  drainage,"  the  "blood,  bones,  and  offal  fed  to  hogs"  on  the  prem- 
ises, water  only  supplied  by  pumps  from  wells,  it  is  a  little  surprising  that  in 
only  two  or  three  instances  were  they  reported  to  be  "offensive"  to  people 
living  near  to,  or  passing  by,  them.  With  all  the  elements  around  them  that 
in  the  heat  of  summer  would  tend  to  make  their  "offense  rank,"  and  "smell 
to  heaven,"  it  must  be  that  they  were  very  cursorily  examined,  and  perhaps  at 
a  distance,  by  the  health  officers,  or  else  these  officers  had  been  so  vigilant,  and 
so  imperious  in  their  requirements  of  sanitary  regulations  about  these  places, 
that  they  were  the  very  patterns  of  neatness,  and  like  the  realms  of  the 
goddess  Hygiea. 

Very  few  fat-rendering  or  bone-boiling  establishments  are  mentioned  in  the 
report,  except  such  business  of  the  kind  as  was  carried  on  by  each  butcher  at 
his  own  private  slaughter-house.  In  one  instance  such  a  place  is  spoken  of  as 
being  "intolerably  offensive." 

The  majority  of  the  butchers  in  the  cities  and  towns  whose  health  officers 
have  reported,  appear  to  be  satisfied  with  the  manner  of  conducting  the  busi- 
ness in  separate  slaughter-houses,  and  of  rendering  the  fat  in  the  same  build- 
ings, while  the  blood  and  offal  are  virtually  nearly  or  quite  thrown  away. 

In  a  few  of  the  larger  places  the  opinions  of  the  men  engaged  in  the  business 
are  reported  as  divided  upon  the  question  of  separate  and  private  slaughter- 
houses, or  a  common  abattoir,  while  in  two  or  three  instances  they  are  said 
to  favor  the  abattoir  if  it  can  be  brought  about. 

Of  the  want  of  economy,  even  the  great  waste,  of  doing  the  slaughtering  of 
animals  and  the  rendering  of  the  fat  in  so  many  separate  places — to  say 
nothing  of  the  loss  of  the  blood  and  the  bones — I  shall  speak  further  on. 
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The  reports  now  compiled  show  that  in  nearly  all  the  places  the  slaughter- 
houses are  situated  ontlside  the  corporation  limits,  or  at  least  at  a  distance 
from  the  thickly-settled  portion  of  the  city  or  village.  In  some  instances  they 
are  upon  the  banks  of,  or  near  to,  sluggish  streams,  and  located  on  low  wet  or 
even  swampy  land,  where  tlie  drainage  or  the  washings  are  allowed  to  pool  and 
fester  in  the  sun.  None  but  three  or  four  reported  on  are  supplied  with  water 
otherwise  than  by  wells  or  pumps.  It  is  accoi'ding  to  human  nature  that  if  all 
the  water  must  be  pumped  as  little  will  be  used  as  is  possible,  while  an  abund- 
atwe  of  pure  water  is  necessary  to  be  used  every  day  or  many  times  a  day  to 
keep  such  a  place  in  proper  sanitary  condition. 

It  appears  that  the  present  laws  of  this  State  empower  the  local  boards  of 
health  to  assign  certain  places  for  carrying  on  trades  or  business  offensive  or 
dangerous  to  the  public  health.  Sections  46  and  47  of  chapter  35  of  the 
revised  statutes  of  1846,  being  chapter  46  of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871,  read 
as  follows : — 

(1737.)  Sec.  46.  The  township  board  of  every  township,  the  president  pimm  may  b« 
and  trustees,  or  council,  of  every  village,  and  the  mayor  and  alaermen  of  Mricnedfor 
every  city,  respectively,  when  they  shall  Judge  It  necessary,  shall,  from  3SSSJ?idM. 
time  to  time,  assign  certain  places  for  the  exercising  of  any  trade  or 
employment  offensive  to  the  inhabitants  or  dangerous  to  the  public 
health;  and  they  shall  forbid  the  exercise  thereof  in  places  not  so 
assigned;  and  all  such  assignments  shall  be  entered  in  the  records  of  the 
township,  village,  or  city,  and  they  may  be  revoked  when  the  said  town- 
ship, village,  or  city  officers  may  think  proper.— (82.) 

(1738.)  Sec.  47.  When  any  place  or  building  so  assigned  shall  become  wb«a  pktcM 
a  nuisance  by  reason  of  offensive  smells  or  exhalations  prooeedine  there- iwcoom  »  noi. 
from,  or  shall  become  otherwise  hnrtfhl  or  dangerous  to  the  neighbor-  '^^  *'^' 
hood,  or  to  travelers,  and  the  same  shall  be  made  to  appear  on  a  trial,  ^okeST  etc. 
or  the  admission  of  the  person  exercising  such  trade  or  employment, 
before  the  circuit  court  for  the  county,  upon  a  complaint  made  by  the 
board  of  health,  or  by  any  other  person,  the  said  court  may  revoke  such 
assignment,  and  prohibit  the  fhrther  use  of  such  place,  or  building,  for 
the  exercise  of  either  of  the  aforesaid  trades  or  employments,  andmay 
cause  such  nuisance  to  be  removed  or  prevented.— (83.) 

This  chapter  was  amended  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  (1879)  by 
adding  to  it  two  new  sections,  50  and  51,  as  follows : — 

Sec.  50.  No  person  shall  keep  or  maintain  any  slaughter-house.slaugh-sungbter- 
ter-yard,  or  slaughter-pen,  or  any  other  place  fsr  slaughtering,  [butcher- >Mn>Ms>  •tc»  not 
ing]  or  killing  any  animals,  or  rendering  dead  animals  as  a  business,  |^^^^]!^' 
within  twenty  rods  of  any  public  highway  within  this  State,  or  In  any  of  ughwAy. 
other  place,  except  as  provided  in  section  forty-six  of  this  chapter. 

Sec.  51.  Any  person  offending  against  any  of  the  provisions  of  the  Penalty, 
preceding  section  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  on  con- 
viction thereof,  shall  be  punished  by  a  fine  of  not  more  than  one  hundred 
nor  less  than  twenty  dollars,  and  In  default  of  the  payment  of  such  fine 
shall  be  imprisoned  In  the  county  Jail  of  the  proper  countv  not  more 
than  ninety  nor  less  than  twenty  days,  in  the  discretion  of  the  court : 
provided,  that  the  provisions  of  this  act^  shall  not  apply  within  the 
limits  of  incorporated  vlHages  and  cities. 

The  power  given  in  section  46,  to  assign  places  for  carrying  on  these  trades, 
aud  the  power  given  in  section  47,  to  revoke  such  assignment  if  the  trades  are 
•carried  on  in  such  a  manner  as  <'to  become  a  nuisance  by  reason  of  offensive 
smells  or  exhalations  proceeding  therefrom,'^  would  seem  to  imply  that  the 
local  boards  of  health  would  have  the  right  and  the  power  to  prescribe  certain 
rules  to  be  complied  with  in  the  carrying  on  of  these  trades,  so  that  they  should 

*  That  is.  of  the  amendatory  act  (No.  282)  passed  in  1879,  and  which  comprises  the  two  sectUms 
^00  and  51)  here  qnoted. 
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not  become  offensive  or  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  Each  local  board  of 
health  must  be  the  source  of  these  rules,  and  must  see  that  they  are  complied 
with  within  their  own  jurisdiction.  They  should  not  be  arbitrary  or  unreason-^ 
able.  It  is  belieyed  that  the  proper  rules  for  the  sanitary  conduct  of  these 
trades  will  always  be  found  not  only  to  be  consistent  with,  but  actually  sub- 
serving, the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  tradesmen,  when  well  understood  and 
intelligently  applied. 

As  it  would  be  better  that  the  rules  adopted  in  such  cases  by  local  boards  of 
health  should  be  uniform,  the  State  Board  of  Health  recommends  for  adoption, 
by  the  several  local  boards  of  health  throughout  the  State,  the  following 

BULBS  AKD    BEOULATIONS    FOR    THE    CONDUCT    OF    8LAUGHTBB-H0USBS,    AND 
FOE  BEKDBBING  OR   BOKE-BOILIKG  ESTABLISHMENTS. 

1.  It  is  desirable,  when  practicable,  and  it  is  believed  to  be  subservient  not 
only  to  the  convenience  but  also  to  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  those  engaged 
in  the  business,  that  all  the  slaughtering,  as  well  as  all  the  rendering,  etc., 
should  be  done  at  one  place. 

2.  Location  of  slaughter-houses,  etc. : — 

a.  An  abattoir,  if  thoroughly  drained  into  a  properly-constructed  sewer, 
and  if  no  blood  or  offal  are  fed  to  swine  on  the  premises,  and  which  shall  be 
conducted  strictly  according  to  the  rules  below,  may  be  allowed  within  the 
limits  of  a  village  or  city. 

b.  Small,  separate,  or  private  slaughter-houses  should,  as  a  rule,  be  outside 
the  village  or  city  limits,  or  at  least  in  the  very  thinly  populated  portions,  and 
not  within  twenty  rods  of  any  public  highway. 

c.  They  should  be  located  on  dry,  hnxd  land,  that  can  be  well  drained. 

d.  They  should  be  amply  supplied  with  clean,  wholesome  water,  from  springs, 
wells,  or  unpolluted  streams. 

e.  They  should  be  floored  with  a  tight,  solid  floor,  of  hard  wood,  or  of 
cement  or  well-joined  stone. 

/•  The  yards,  sheds,  and  close  pens  should  be  dry,  and  free  from  mud  and 
filth,  and  their  sides  or  walls  should  be  thoroughly  white-washed  at  least  twice  a 
year. 

8.  The  slaughter-house  and  all  its  apparatus  should  be  kept  in  a  neat  and 
orderly  manner,  free  from  all  offensive  smells. 

a.  When  the  slaughtering  for  the  day  is  completed,  the  sides  and  floor  of 
the  slaughter-room  should  be  thoroughly  washed  with  an  abundance  of  clean 
water.    No  other  disinfectant  will  be  required. 

b.  No  animal  matter  of  any  kind  should  be  permitted  to  remain  in,  under, 
or  near  the  slaughter-house  to  decompose  or  putrif  y. 

4.  When  blood  and  offal  or  immature  animals  are  fed  to  swine  on  the  prem- 
ises, such  arrangement  shall  be  made  that  those  materials  shall  be  speedily 
consumed,  and  that  the  unconsumed  portions  shall  be'  prevented  from  giving 
off  offensive  smells,  as  follows : — 

a.  The  blood  of  all  the  slaughtered  animals  should  be  conducted  by  a  water- 
tight gutter  to  a  water-tight  trough  in  the  hog-yard. 

b.  The  offal  and  bodies  of  immature  animals  should  be  thrown  into  a  pen 
with  a  tight,  dry  floor,  to  be  consumed  at  once  by  the  swine ;  and  all  portions 
not  consumed  within  twenty-four  hours  should  be  removed  from  the  pen,  and 
should  be  burned,  buried,  or  composted  with  fresh  earth. 

5.  When  the  blood  or  offal  are  not  fed  to  swine  on  the  premises,  they  should 
every  day  be  carted  off  in  close  tanks,  and  in  other  places  treated  as  described 
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above  in  rule  4,  or  should  be  converted  into  fertilizers,  or  otherwise  utilized  by 
an  apparatus,  the  gases  arising  from  which  should  be  carried  under  the  furn- 
aces and  consumed. 

6.  The  beads,  legs,  and  other  bones  may  be  traated  as  follows :  either — 

a.  They  should  be  boiled  within  forty-eight  hours,  for  the  extraction  of 
grease  or  oil,  or  for  soup  to  be  fed  to  swine,  and  when  thoroughly  boiled 
should  be  dried  and  put  into  covered  receptacles,  ready  for  shipping  to  bone- 
dealers;   or — 

b.  Should  be  shipped  as  often,  at  least,  in  the  summer,  as  once  in  two  days. 

7.  The  fat,  and  all  materials  from  which  fat  or  oil  is  to  be  extracted,  should 
be  rendered  within  such  time  after  the  slaughtering  of  the  animals  that  no 
offensive  odors  shall  arise  from  them,  or  from  the  process  of  rendering. 

It  is  believed  that  slaughter-houses  of  every  capacity,  carried  on  in  accord- 
ance with  the  foregoing  rules  and  regulations,  will  be  so  free  from  offensive 
smells  as  not  to  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  anyone,  and  justly  obnoxious  to 
the  complaints  of  no  one. 

It  will  be  far  more  difficult  to  cause  several  small  private  sla;ughter-houses  to 
be  conducted  in  strict  accordance  to  these  rules  than  one  common  abattoir, 
properly  constructed  and  supplied  with  all  the  convenient  apparatus  for  car- 
rying on  such  business. 

It  is  believed  that  such  an  abattoir  would  be  found  economic  to  the  butchers 
of  any  city  or  village  of  4,000  or  more  inhabitants.  The  following  paragraphs 
are  quoted  from  the  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of 
Massachusetts,  for  the  year  1872,  pages  224-6 : — 

^  The  first  report  of  the  [Massachusetts]  State  Board  of  Health  (January,  1870,) 
contained  a  report  on  ^Slaughtering  for  Boston  Market,^  in  which  reform  was  urfed 
on  the  grounds  of  public  health  and  of  economy. 

^  The  arguments  to  show  its  necessity  were  drawn  from  various  sources,  but 
chiefly  a  care  Ail  examination  of  the  whole  system  (or  rather  want  of  system)  as  it 
existed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Boston.  The  Brighton  slaughter-barns  were  shown 
to  be  without  dralnafi^e  and  surrounded  by  fllth  of  the  most  revolting  Icind,  coming 
from  the  half-putrid  blood  and  offiU.  On  this  disgusting  food  hogs  were  fed,  destined 
to  malce  pork  for  our  markets.  This,  in  fact,  was  the  only  mode  of  disposing  of  the 
refuse  portion  of  the  slaughtered  beeves  and  sheep.  The  dangers  to  the  consumer 
were  pointed  out  in  the  liability  to  have  meats  from  diseased  animals  dressed  for 
the  markets. 

^^Fat-melting  and  bone-boiling,  as  carried  on  the  vicinity  of  Boston,  were  described, 
and  the  odors  proceeding  from  these  places,  as  well  as  from  the  open  vats  used  for 
boiling  dead  horses  and  other  animals,  were  shown  to  be  sickening  and  vile,  such 
indeed  as  no  one  should  be  compelled  to  breathe, — an  encroachment,  for  private  con- 
venience, upon  the  greater  rights  of  the  general  public  who  can  demand  protection 
from  sucii  nuisances. 

^  The  remedies  for  this  state  of  things  were  definitely  stated.  They  were  to  be 
found  in  the  concentration  of  the  business  of  slaughtering  in  large  establishments, 
where  every  part  of  the  animals  could  be  utilized  on  the  spot  in  the  most  cleanly 
and  economioil  manner,  without  the  stendi  of  putrefaction,  or  the  waste  incident  to 
transportation  and  to  the  use  of  clumsy  processes. 

^  It  was  also  shown  that  tlie  boiling  of  animal  matters  could  be  conducted  in  such 
a  way  that  all  offensive  vapors  should  be  consumed  by  fire. 

^The  value  of  the  blood  now  wasted,  and  worse  than  wasted,  in  filthy  pig-pens, 
was  represented  to  be  very  great. 

^  It  was  shown  to  be  capable  of  conversion  into  a  fertilizing  powder,  worth  more 
than  Peruvian  guano,  or  to  be  used  for  extraction  of  its  albumen,  now  largely 
required  in  the  arts. 

^*The  report  closed  as  follows:— 

'^*To  complete  the  reform  in  the  modes  of  slaughtering  in  the  vicinity  of  Boston 
in  such  a  way  that  nobody  shall  suffer  and  everybody  shall  gain,  there  are  needed 
one  or  more  a&aMo^r«,  containing  all  the  improvements  which  European  experience 
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can  furnish  or  modern  science  Buggest,    They  need  not  be  expensive  buildinfi^s, 
although  they  sliould  occupy  a  large  space.    They  should  have  comfortable  stables 
for  protecting  and  feeding  the  animals.    As  regards  the  slaughter-house  itself,  the 
essential  things  seem  to  be, — 
^^^1.  A  pavement  of  stone  or  of  some  material  impervious  to  blood. 
^ '  2.  An  abundant  supply  of  water. 
*'^3.  Complete  drainage. 
**^4.  Vats  for  the  ^rendering'  of  fat  and  offal  on  the  spot,  before  putrefaction  can 

attack  them. 
^^^5.  The  means  of  converting  blood  into  blood-albumen. 
^^  *  The  sanitary  advantages  of  such  a  system  would  be,— 
**H.  The  removal  of  the  present  offensive  odors. 
^^^2.  The  removal  of  slaughteivhouse  pork  from  the  markets. 
^*3.  The  ready  inspection  of  meat,  thus  insuring  the  rejection  of  that  which  is 
unfit  for  food. 
'**Tlie  economical  advantages  would  be,— 
'^^1.  Diminished  liability  of  having  meat  spoiled  by  exposure  to  the  emanations 

from  tlie  putrid  pig-pens. 
**  *•  2.  The  value  of  the  blood,  which  would  be  saved  and  utilized. 
^^^3.  The  savings  which  must  always  accompany  order,  system,  the  division  of 
labor,  the  avoidance  of  transportation,  and  the  doing  any  business  on  a 
large  scale. 
^*^4.  The  greatly  increased  value  of  land  in  the  vicinity  of  the  present  slaughter- 
houses.* 
^^In  looking  at  the  above  conclusions  in  the  light  of  two  years^  additional  exper- 
ience, we  believe  they  are  correct.    There  might  now  be  added  to  the  economical 
advantages  a  more  distinct  recognition  of  the  value  of  offal,  as  well  as  of  blood,  for 
conversion  into  a  fertilizer.^  ^ 

This  report  was  followed  by  two  years  of  well-directecl  effort  and  mach  labor 
on  the  part  of  the  Board,  in  meeting  the  objections  and  thwarting  the  opposi- 
tion of  the  butchers,  who  were  determinedly  settled  in  the  old  way  of  doing  the 
bnsincss.  At  the  end  of  the  two  years  however  a  charter  for  the  '^  Batchers' 
Slaughtering  and  Melting  Association/'  granted  by  the  legislature  in  1870, 
was  accepted  by  the  batchers  of  Brighton,  who  thenceforwaid.  worked  together 
with  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  the  common  good. 

^  Such  changes  cannot  be  made  in  a  moment.  They  require  deliberation,  a  regard 
for  the  rights  of  property,  and  a  careful  consideration  of  many  details  of  construc- 
tion. The  Board  had,  in  anticipation  of  what  has  now  come  to  pass,  collected  infor- 
mation concerning  all  the  great  European  abattoirs,  and  made  some  preliminary 
plans  adapted  to  American  use.^*  t 

They  then  spoke  with  confidenco  of  their  proposed  abattoir,  as  follows^ : — 

^^Here  will  centre  in  the  future  a  business  of  great  magnitude,  whose  influence  on 
the  public  health  and  welfare  cannot  fail  to  be  good, — ^where  it  will  be  shown,  as  we 
believe,  that  slaughtering  can  be  done  without  offense  to  any  one,— where  animals 
can  be  readily  inspected  before  being  killed,  and  the  purchaser  thus  guaranteed 
wholesome  meat,— where  the  fats  and  the  hides  can  be  immediately  treated  by  safe 
methods,— and  where  all  animal  refuse  can  be  converted  on  the  spot,  while  yet  fresh 
and  untainted,  into  a  fertilizer  free  from  offensive  smell,  and  of  great  commercial 
value. 

^AU  tills  direct  and  positive  good  will  quite  surelv  come  from  the  new  establish- 
ment. But  this  is  not  all.  Order  will  take  tlie  place  of  disorder.  Violence  and 
brutality  will  be  discouraged.  We  shall  no  longer  see,  in  the  heat  of  midsummer, 
cattle  and  sheep  left  without  shade,  or  food,  or  water. 

^  The  inspection  of  animals  at  the  abattoir  will  tend  very  strongly  to  check  the 
horrible  treatment  which  they  now  so  often  receive  on  the  railroads,  since  no  animals 
not  in  health  can  be  killed. 

*  Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Maisachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  for  the  year  1872,  pages 
324-220. 
t  Report  of  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  1872,  p.  24L 
X  From  same,  pages  241-243. 
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^This  inspection  will  operate,  by  the  strongest  of  all  motives,  as  an  Incentive  to 
good  treatment  of  the  animals  before  thev  reach  Brighton  from  any  quarter. 

^  There  will  be  an  end  not  only  of  the  dressing  for  the  markets  of  animals  arriving 
dead«  but  also  of  the  *  killing  of  animals  to  save  them'  from  speedy  death  by  disease. 

^  The  Brighton  slaughter-house  hog  will  disappear,  or  will  get  more  wholesome 
food  than  he  received  fh>m  the  putrid  blood  and  entrails  of  other  beasts. 

**>  But  the  advantages  to  flow  from  the  abattoir  will  not  stop  liere.  There  are,  all 
over  Masaadiusetts,  in  cities  and  towns  and  villages,  slaughter-houses  and  bone- 
boiling  and  fat-rendering  places  which  are  nuisances,— Brightens  on  a  smaller  scale, 
but  oirensive  in  the  same  way— and  which  good-natured  people  have  borne  with,  as 
evils  which  must  of  necessity  be  endured  because  they  could  not  be  cured. 

^If  it  can  be  proved  at  Brighton  that  there  are  methods,  both  economical  and 
inodorous,  by  which  these  trades  can  be  conducted,  it  will  be  a  lesson  whose  good 
effects  will  be  perceived  far  and  wide. 

**  What  these  plans  and  processes  should  be  at  the  Brighton  abattoir  it  is  yet  too 
soon  to  explain  in  detail.  But  the  general  principles  on  which  they  must  be  founded 
are,  order  or  system,  and  the  prevention  of  putrefaction. 

'^As  regards  tlaughtering^  whether  at  Brighton  or  elsewhere,  there  are  needed 
building  materials  impervious  to  blood,  abundant  water  supply  and  drainage,  and 
the  means  of  putting  every  part  of  the  slaughtered  animals  into  a  form  which  will 
not  decompose,  each  aaif, 

^  As  regards  bone-boiling  and  fat-meUing^  if  the  material  to  be  used  is  fresh,  and 
unchanged  by  any  taint  of  decajr,  the  vapors  coming  fk*om  it  can  be  condensed  in 
water,  and  there  are  several  available  plans  for  doing  this  without  offense.  If  water 
is  abundant  and  drainage  complete. 

^  If;  however,  the  material  is  tainted,  as  Is  certain  to  be  the  case  In  the  waste 
animal  matter  collected  In  a  large  city,  there  is  no  process  known  to  us  by  which  the 
complex  gases  thus  combined  with  watery  vapor  can  be  destroyed,  except  by  fire.''* 

In  their  ninth  Auuaal  I'cport,  for  1878  (pp.  vii~x),  the  Board  speaks  of  whafc 
had  then  been  accoinplished  by  the  '^Butchers'  Slaughtering  and  Melting 
Association/'  as  follows : — 

^The  Brighton  Abattoir,  now  for  two  years  in  charge  of  the  Board  of  Health  of 
Boston,  continues  to  be  satisfactorily  managed,  having  facilities  for  slaughtering 
seven-eighths  of  the  cattle  needed  in  the  metropolitan  district,  and  for  disposing  of 
the  various  kinds  of  oflal,  etc.,  necessarily  connected  with  business  of  that  kind,  in  a 
manner  Inoffensive  and  without  injury  to  health.  A  brief  description  of  the  more 
important  processes,  taken  f^om  a  small  pamphlet  sent  by  the  Board  to  the  Paris 
Exposition,  with  plans  of  the  abattoir,  may  be  of  interest,  as  indicating  what  has 
been  accomplished,  and  as  being,  to  a  certain  extent,  a  guide  to  local  authorities 
throughout  the  State,  by  showing  the  principles  of  dealing  with  slaughtering-estab- 
lishments, large  and  small,  in  the  various  cities  and  towns. 

"*  ^  For  convenience  in  caring  for  the  blood  and  offal,  the  plan  of  slaughtering  on  a 
raised  floor,  above  a  basement  story,  was  adopted.  This  floor  Is  of  double  plank, 
calked,  and  well  laid  on  beams,  with  a  slope  to  an  iron  gutter  running  across  the 
center  of  tiie  floor,  which  receives  the  blood  and  conveys  it  to  iron  wagons  in  the 
basement,  which  has  a  floor  of  asphalt.  Several  trap-doors  in  the  floors  of  the 
slaughter-houses  receive  the  heads  and  feet,  hide,  tallow,  and  offal,  each  dropping  into 
separate  iron  wagons  below.  The  various  wagons,  as  often  as  filled,  are  wheeled 
into  the  rendering-house ;  the  hides  being  salted  in  the  basement,  and  the  blood, 
offal,  heads,  fat,  and  tallow  being  raised  to  the  rendering-tanks  and  driers  by  means 
of  elevators. 

11% ««^ Inmost  of  the  buildings  the  cattle  are  hoisted  for  dressing  by  steam-power, 
through  shafting  connected  with  the  engine  in  the  rendering-house,  to  which  the 
necessary  pulleys  are  attached;  although  In  some  of  the  buildings  the  old  method  of 
hoisting  by  hand,  with  the  wheel  and  rope.  Is  still  carried  on. 

'^  *•  Hot  and  cold  water  are  supplied  to  each  slaughter-house,  and  the  floor  and  walls 
of  each  house  are  thoroughly  washed  at  the  close  of  each  day's  killing.  The  water, 
in  abundance,  Is  the  only  disinfectant  used,  even  in  hoc  weather. 

*** Connected  with  eacn  house  is  a  refrigerator,  in  which  all  cattle  are  placed  after 
having  been  dressed.    They  are  allowed  to  remain  from  several  days  to  a  couple  of 


•  Third  Annnal  Report  MassachHSCtts  State  Board  of  Health,  for  187*2,  pages  241>243. 
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weeks  before  sending  to  market.  These  refrigerators  vary  in  their  capacity;  those 
attached  to  the  smaller  houses  fumishins^  space  to  hang  sixty  cattle,  while  in  some 
of  the  larger  houses  as  many  as  two  hundred  can  easily  be  stored.  The  arrangements 
for  slaughtering  sheep  and  disposing  of  the  blood  and  offal  are  substantially  the  same 
as  above  described  for  cattle. 

*^^In  the  rendering-house  are  placed,  in  the  fifth  story,  two  large  iron  water-tanks, 
each  holding  about  fifty-eight  thousand  gallons.  These  tanks  are  filled  by  steam- 
pumps  in  the  engine-room,  and  are  connected  by  distributing-pipes  with  nearly  all 
the  buildings  and  yards  on  the  premises;  also  with  several  hydrants,  for  use  in  case 
of  fire.  The  rendering-tanks  are  suspended  from  the  fioor  of  the  fourth  story,  and  are 
filled  from  that  story  with  the  offal,  heads,  and  tallow  contained  in  the  small  iron 
wagons  coming  from  the  basements  of  the  slaugliteivhouses.  Different  tanks  are  used 
for  the  various  processes  of  making  tallow,  fertilizers,  etc.  After  the  contents  of  the 
rendering-tanks  are  sufficiently  cooked,  the  fat  is  drawn  off  and  packed.  The  resi- 
duum from  the  tanks  in  which  bones  and  intestines  are  cooked,  the  scraps,  or  what 
remains  after  being  pressed,  are  put  into  the  driers,  which  are  located  in  the  second 
story,  but  are  filled  through  pipes  leading  into  them  from  the  third-story  floor*  The 
blood  is  also  put  into  the  driers  here,  auer  having  l>een  partly  dried  in  the  tanks. 
The  contents  of  the  driers  are  subjected  to  steam-heat,  by  means  of  revolving  sets  of 
steam-pipes  inside  of  them,  for  several  hours,  until  the  water  has  been  suffldently 
evaporated;  when  they  are  discharged  upon  the  second-story  floor,  and  after  being 
passed  through  a  mill,  to  grind  any  particles  of  bone  that  may  not  have  become 
sufficiently  filne  in  the  process  of  cooking,  are  disposed  of  as  a  fisrtiliser.  This  fertil- 
izer is  made  by  mixing  together  the  dried  products  of  rendering  the  bones,  intes- 
tines, and  blood.  In  the  large  building  in  the  process  of  construction,  sulphuric  acid 
and  other  chemicals  are  to  be  added,Tn  varying  proportions,  to  be  adapted  to  the 
needs  of  various  crops,  and  to  suit  the  demands  of  different  soils. 

^  *•  The  feet  are  cooked  in  the  third  story,  to  extract  the  neatVfoot  oil  from  them ;  and 
the  tallow,  grease,  oil,  shin-bones,  and  hoofs  are  stored  in  various  parts  of  this  build- 
Inz. 

^'The  steam  and  offensive  gases  from  the  rendering-tanks  and  driers  are  received 
into  a  large  iron  vessel,  tlirough  which  cold  water  is  continually  passing,  where  the 
steam  is  condensed;  the  offensive  gases  pass  on  into  a  large  pipe,  from  whic^  they 
are  drawn  by  a  fan.  The  aqueous  vapor  having  been  condensed  and  left  behind,  the 
gases  are  mixed  with  large  volumes  of  air  by  means  of  a  patent  blower,  and  then 
pass  under  the  furnace  fires  to  be  consumed.  The  furnaces  are  so  arranged  that  when 
the  fire  is  low,  or  when  fresh  coal  Is  added  in  anv  one  the  gases  can  be  mrected  under 
another  fbmace  where  the  fire  is  burning  briskly,  so  that  complete  combustion  is  al- 
ways accomplished ;  and  there  are  no  offensive  odors  at  any  time,  although  such  a 
large  mass  of  animal  matter  is  constantly  treated  day  and  night. 

^*  The  tanks  in  which  the  offal  is  cooked  for  a  varying  nuniber  of  hours,  depending 
uiK>n  its  diaracter  and  use,  have,  at  the  end  of  that  process,  a  certain  amount  of  water 
in  them,  containing  in  solution  and  In  suspension  a  certain  amount  of  gelatine.  This 
is  called  soup;  and  that  which  comes  from  boiling  the  heads  and  the  feet  is  still  fur- 
ther boiled  down  for  the  purpose  of  making  glue,  which  finds  a  ready  sale  in  the 
market ;  the  rest  of  the  sonp  is  thrown  away. 

^^The  best  portions  of  the  flit  are  tried  out  for  making  artifical  butter.  The  shin- 
bones  are  sold  for  knife-handles,  etc.  The  hoofb  are  manufactured  into  various  arti- 
cles of  use  and  ornament.  The  offal  removed  from  the  stomach  and  intestines  is  carted 
away  from  time  to  time,  to  be  used  as  manure. 

**'A11  offal  and  blood  are  rendered  and  dried  immediately  while  fresh  and  untainted. 
The  plan  of  elevating  the  slaughtering-rooms,  so  that  all  blood,  oftal,  etc.,  may  be 
dropped  into  the  wagons  in  the  basements,  renders  the  labor  of  keeping  those  rooms 
dean  comparatively  easy.  This,  as  well  as  the  system  of  receiving  the  products  of 
slaughtering  in  iron  wagons  and  raising  them  on  elevators  to  the  tanks  and  driers, 
has  proved  very  satisfactory. 

^^The  method  adopted  for  the  destruction  of  tlie  gases  after  rendering  prevents 
any  offensive  odors  arising  therefrom.  It  requires  and  receives  constant  and  carefUl 
attention  by  day  and  night;  and  the  experience  of  the  past  four  years  and  a  half  has 
proved  the  possibility  of  carrying  on  a  large  slaughtering  and  rendering  establish- 
ment without  offense  or  annoyance  to  the  community  around  it. 

'^*  During  this  time  there  have  been  slaughtered  282,857  cattle  and  1,321,573  sheep, 
an  average  of  nearly  63,000  cattle  and  294,Qw  ^ lieep  each  year.  The  fertilizer  manu- 
factured, from  the  blood  and  offal  from  this  slaughtering,  has  ranged  from  1,200  to 
1,500  tons  a  year.    Tlie  expense  incurred  for  the  purchase  and  preparation  of  land,  for 
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erecting  buildings,  and  for  providing  machinery  necessary  to  carry  on  tlie  business, 
has  been  about  1^,000;"^ 

In  Jaiy,  1879,  I  paid  a  visifc  to  the  Brighton  abattoir,  and  was  fortunate  in 
being  shown  through  all  its  appartments  by  the  yery  intelligent  overseer  of  the 
works.  I  found  everything  about  the  premises  and  buildings  substantially  as 
described  above. 

I  witnessed  all  of  the  processes  in  actual  operation.  I  saw  and  handled  the 
dried  powders  that  twenty-four  hours  before  were  blood,  flowing  in  the  vessels 
of  cattle,  or  their  ontrails,  or  bones  of  their  heads,  all  of  which  were  without 
offensive  odor  and  ready  to  be  shipped  to  the  manufacturers  of  fertilizers.  I 
was  told  that  the  institution  now  cleared  140  per  day  from  the  blood  and  offal 
that  used  to  be  thrown  to  hogs,  partly  eaten  by  them  and  largely  trodden  into 
the  mud,  and  by  their  decomposition  used  to  render  the  air  of  the  whole  vicin- 
ity unfit  to  be  breathed. 

From  that  visit  I  was  inspired  with  the  confidence  that  what  has  been  done 
for  Brighton  by  the  abattoir  may  be  done  for  every  town  or  city  of  4,000  or 
more  inhabitants,  by  centering  the  slaughtering  and  rendering  trades  in  one 
place. 

Assuming  that  every  slaughter-house  will  be  required  to  be  constructed  and 
conducted  in  accordance  with  the  above  proposed  rules  and  regulations,  the 
following  economic  advantages,  it  is  believed,  will  attend  the  abattoir  system : 

In  such  an  abattoir  for  a  town  or  city  of  from  4,000  to  20,000  inhabitants, — 

1.  All  the  slaughtering  could  be  done  in  one  or,  at  most,  two  rooms  instead 
of  from  three  to  ten,  as  at  present,  and  much  money  would  be  saved  in  its 
better  construction. 

2.  The  most  approved  and  convenient  apparatus  for  these  one  or  two  rooms 
would  be  of  less  cost  than  that  used  in  the  three  to  ten  private  slaughter- 
rooms. 

3.  The  sheds  and  stables  would  be  less  expensive  for  the  one  than  for  the  two 
to  ten. 

4.  Proper  drainage  could  be  secured  for  the  one  at  far  less  expense. 

5.  Abundance  of  water  could  be  supplied  more  cheaply.  If  no  water-works 
are  in  the  town,  a  windmill  would  keep  a  tank  in  the  upper  part  of  the  build- 
ing constantly  supplied. 

6.  Even  a  large  range  of  pasturage  could  be  more  easily  secured  for  one 
place  than  for  three  to  ten  places. 

7.  As  regards  the  bones  and  offal,  which,  in  separate  slaughter-houses  it  is 
not  economy  to  save,  in  such  an  abattoir  they  would  be  found  to  be  the  source 
of  a  considerable  profit. 

8.  It  is  evident,  too,  that  the  rendering  now  done  in  separate  places  could 
be  done  with  a  great  saving  of  apparatus  and  of  fuel  if  all  could  be  done  to- 
gether. 

9.  But  one  of  the  greatest  advantages  of  a  properly  constructed  abattoir, 
especially  in  the  hot  weather,  is  the  ice-room  or  cooling-room,  where  the  dressed 
meats  may  be  allowed  to  hang  from  a  few  days  to  two  or  three  weeks,  until 
they  are  thoroughly  ''ripened"  and  rendered  most  fit  for  table  use.  Every 
butcher  and  many  consumers  know  how  much  better  meats  fairly  '< seasoned" 
are  than  those  just  slaughtered. 

*  Ninth  Annnal  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  of  Massachusetts,  for  the  year  1872|  pages 
vU-x. 
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In  private  slaughter-houses  such  a  cooling-room  is  not  often  found.  In  an 
abattoir  such  aroom,  capable  of  holding  10  to  50  dressed  beeves  and  25  to 
100  smaller  animals,  could  be  made  and  conducted  without  great  expense. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  the  hope  and  the  confident  be- 
lief that  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  in  every  town  of  4,000  or  more  inhab- 
itants the  slaughtering  and  rendering  business  will  be  concentrated  in  a  suit- 
ably construct^  and  properly  conducted  abattoir. 

Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  August  26,  1879. 
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JOHN    H.    KELIiOGG,    M.    D., 
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At  the  last  meeting  of  this  Board,  held  July  8,  1879,  the  following  resola- 
tioQ  was  adopted : — 

'^  Resolvedy  That  this  State  Board  of  Health  heartily  favors  the  organization 
of  Sanitary  Associations,  auxiliary  to  local  boards  of  health." 

A  similar  recommendation  was  made  by  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi 
Valley,  at  its  first  meeting,  at  Memphis,  Tennessee,  itself  a  voluntary  association, 
composed  of  delegates  from  State  Boards  of  Health,  and  other  sanitary  organiza- 
tions of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  Public  attention  has  been  called  to  such 
associations  in  part  through  the  example  and  the  work  of  the  American  Public 
Health  Association,  an  organization  composed  of  most  of  the  leading  sanitar- 
ians of  the  country,  whose  object  is  by  the  constitution  declared  to  be  '^  the 
advancement  of  sanitary  science,  and  the  promotion  of  organizations  and 
measures  for  the  practical  application  of  public  hygiene." 

Shortly  after  the  meeting  referred  to,,  I  received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Board  several  documents  relating  to  Protective  Sanitary  Associations,  accom- 
panied by  a  request  to  prepare  a  paper  on  the  subject  to  present  at  this  meet- 
ing. The  documents  sent  to  me  by  Dr.  Baker,  and  of  which  I  have  made 
use,  are  as  follows :  (General  Outline  of  the  Sanitary  Protection  Association  of 
Newport,  B.  I. ;  Rules  of  Organization  of  the  Sanitary  Association  of  Lynn ; 
a  blank  form  for  Inspector's  Report,  used  by  the  Lynn  Association ;  Sanitary 
Tract  No.  1,  on  the  Prevention  of  Cholera  Infantum  and  Kindred  Disorders, 
issued  by  the  Sanitary  Association  of  Lynn ;  Sanitary  Tract  No.  2,  issued  by 
the  Citizens'  Health  Association  of  the  Oranges,  Bloomfield,  and  Montclair, 
entitled  ''  Suggestions  Concerning  the  Sanitary  Care  of  Premises."  I  have  also 
consulted  the  following  additional  works  in  the  preparation  of  this  paper :  Hand- 
book of  Hygiene,  Wilson ;  Filth  diseases  and  their  Prevention,  Simon ;  Man- 
ual of  Public  Health,  Hart ;  The  Maintenance  of  Health,  Fothergill ;  Sanitary 
Arrangements  for  Dwellings,  Eassie;  Manual  of  Hygiene,  Cameron;  Hygiene 
and  Public  Health,  Buck ;  House  Drainage  and  Water  Service,  Bayles ;  Man- 
ual of  Practical  Hygiene,  Parkes ;  together  with  numerous  works  of  less  direct 
bearing  upon  the  subject. 

ORIGIK  OF  8AKITARY   PKOTECTION   ASSOCIATIONS. 

Great  Britain,  which  unquestionably  takes  the  lead  in  nearly  all  questions 
relating  to  sanitary  science,  seems  to  have  been  foremost  in  this  advance  also. 
According  to  Dr.  Tracy,  who  contributed  a  valuable  article  on  Village  Sanitary 
Associations  to  the  recently  published  volumes  on  Hygiene  and  Public  Health, 
edited  by  Albert  H.  Buck,  the  first  sanitary  association  formed  for  the  pur- 
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pose  of  mutual  protection  by  private  citizens,  and  wholly  independent  of  gov- 
ernmeut  assistance  or  authority,  was  organized  at  Tottenham,  Eng.,  in  1871. 
In  1878,  a  very  efficient  organization  of  this  kind  was  formed  in  Edinburgh, 
the  plan  of  which  was  shortly  after  adopted  in  this  country  by  an  organization 
formed  at  Newport,  B.  I.,  called  the  '' Sanitary  Protection  Association  of  New- 
port." The  formation  of  the  Newport  Association  was  in  a  few  months  fol- 
lowed by  the  organization  of  the  '^  Sanitary  Association  of  Lynn,"  Mass., 
which  also  adopted,  a  little  more  than  eighteen  months  ago,  the  same  general 
plan  conceived  and  developed  by  Prof.  Fleeming  Jenkin,  of  the  University  of 
Edinburgh. 

OUTLINE  OF  THE   NEWPOET  AND  LYNN  ASSOCIATIONS. 

The  following  is  a  brief  outline  of  the  plan  of  organization  adopted  in  the 
associations  named,  based  chiefly  upon  the  ''Rules  of  Organization"  published 
by  the  Lynn  Association,  which  seem  to  be  more  thoroughly  perfected  and 
more  methodically  arranged  than  those  of  the  Newport  Association. 

The  objects  of  the  Association  are  stated  to  be : — 

**1.  To  promote  a  general  interest  in  sanitary  science,  and  to  diffiise  amoug  the 
people  a  knowledge  of  the  means  of  preventins  disease. 

^2,  To  secure  the  adoption  by  the  city  authorities  of  the  most  effectual  methods  of 
improTing  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  city. 

**3.  To  provide  its  members,  at  moderate  cost,  with  such  skilled  inspection  as  shall 
secure  the  proper  sanitary  condition  of  their  own  premises,  and  those  of  other  peo- 
ple in  whom  they  may  be  interested.^' 

Any  citizen  becomes  a  member  upon  paying  the  annual  assessment.  The 
Lynn  Association  requires  t5  as  an  annual  fee.  The  fee  of  the  Newport  Asso- 
ciation is  $6  for  permanent  residents,  and  tlO  for  those  who  spend  only  a  part 
of  their  time  in  the  city.  The  names  of  members  who  neglect  to  pay  their 
annual  dues  for  three  months  are  dropped  from  the  roll  of  membership. 

Each  member  is  entitled  to  vote  in  the  meetings  of  the  Association,  and  to 
take  part  in  all  the  business  transactions.  He  is  also  entitled  to  ''an  annual 
inspection  of  one  homestead  or  other  building,  with  a  report  upon  its  sanitary 
condition,  by  some  competent  person  or  persons  employed  and  paid  by  the 
Association,''  and  to  occasional  supplementary  inspection  and  advice  concern- 
ing said  homestead  or  building,  as  upon  the  occurrence  of  any  severe  or  sus- 
picious disease  on  the  premises,  or  during  the  prevalence  of  an  epidemic ;  also 
inspection  of  other  buidings,  either  public  or  private,  in  which  he  may  have 
interest,  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  determined  by  the  council. 

The  officers  of  the  Association  are  a  president,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer,  and 
eight  councilors,  who  are  elected  at  the  annual  meetings.  The  above-named 
officers,  together,  constitute  the  executive  council  of  the  Association,  which  is 
authorized  to  fill  its  own  vacancies,  and  is  required  to  appoint  from  among  its 
own  number  the  following  committees,  consisting  of  three  members  each, 
which  are  subject  to  its  direction :  1.  A  committee  on  the  diffusion  of  sani- 
tary knowledge ;  2.  A  committee  on  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city ;  3.  A 
committee  on  the  sanitary  inspection  of  buildings;  to  each  of  which,  together 
with  the  officers  of  the  Association,  are  assigned  appropriate  duties. 

The  executive  committee  is  also  authorized  to  appoint  ''such  officers  or 
agents  outside  of  its  own  number  as  it  may  deem  necessary  in  carrying  out  the 
objects  of  the  Association,  and  to  compensate  the  same."  The  agents  thus 
employed  by  the  Lynn  Association  consist  of  a  legal  adviser,  an  assistant 
inspector,  and  a  chemical  analyst. 
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The  executive  council  is  to  meet  at  least  once  in  three  months^  at  which 
times  its  several  committees  are  required  to  report.  Five  members  of  the 
council  constitute  a  quorum.  The  Association  meets  once  a  year  to  listen  to 
the  report  of  the  executive  committee,  and  to  elect  officers  for  the  ensuing 
year,  one-fifth  of  the  members  of  the  Association  constituting  a  quorum. 

Special  meetings  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  executive  committee,  and 
by  the  Secretary,  on  the  written  request  of  ten  members. 

Such  special  regulations  respecting  the  inspection  of  buildings  are  adopted 
as  are  calculated  to  secure  prompt  and  efficient  inspection,  and  suitable  re- 
muneration for  the  same.  An  elaborate  blank  form  for  inspectors'  reports 
has  also  been  prepared,  the  proper  filling  of  which  requires  a  thorough  inves- 
tigation of  the  general  state  of  the  building  inspected,  of  the  water-supply, 
drainage,  and  surrounding  premises.  The  special  subjects  of  investigation 
under  these  several  heads  are  as  follows : — 

General  State  of  JSTou^e.— Bed-chambers,  halls,  kitchens,  stove-rooms,  cellars,  refrig- 
erators. 

Tra<«fsS<iy»p4^.— Wells,  city  main,  cisterns. 

I>raina(;«.~ Water-closets,  set  bath-tubs,  set  wash-bowls,  slop-hoppers,  set  wash- 
tubs,  kitdien-sinks,  soil-pipes,  waste-pipes,  drain  from  house,  drain  from  cellar,  house 
offkl,  cess-pools,  ashes,  etc 

Ott<-J^iiiingi.— Stable,  hog-pen,  hen-house,  privy. 

Memoranda  on  various  other  subjects  pertaining  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  house  and  premises  are  called  for. 

The  forms  employed  by  the  Newport  and  the  Lynn  Associations  are  essen- 
tially the  same,  the  latter  differing  from  the  former  chiefly  in  having  a  more 
convenient  arrangement. 

REASONS  FOR  THE  ORQAKIZATION  OF  SANITARY  ASSOCIATIONS. 

1.  Probably  the  strongest  and  most  obvious  reason  which  can  be  assigned 
for  the  encouragement  of  organizations  similar  to  those  described  is  the  diffi- 
culty which  is  often  experienced  by  sanitarians  and  those  who  appreciate  the 
importance  of  attention  to  the  requirements  of  sanitary  laws  in  securing  proper 
and  efficient  action  on  the  part  of  city  and  village  authorities  who  are  empow- 
ered by  law  to  adopt  and  enforce  such  measures  as  may  be  needed  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public  health.  This  fact  was  well  illustrated  at  Newport  before 
the  organization  of  its  Sanitary  Protection  Association.  From  facts  kindly 
placed  in  our  hands  by  Dr.  H.  B.  Storer,  corresponding  secretary  of  the  New- 
port Association,  we  learn  that  during  several  years  previous  to  the  formation 
of  the  Protection  Association  the  attention  of  both  city  authorities  and  private 
citizens  was  repeatedly  called  to  the  extremely  unsanitary  condition  of  that 
city  by  eminent  physicians,  but,  to  use  the  words  of  Dr.  Storer.  with  ^'no 
appreciable  effect  upon  the  public  opinion  of  Newport  as  represented  by  its 
officials." 

The  experience  of  the  sanitarians  of  Newport  is  not  different  from  that  of 
those  of  liundreds  of  other  cities  and  villages.  Notwithstanding  the  large 
amount  of  knowledge  on  other  subjects  which  hatf  long  been  possessed  by 
the  medical  profession,  it  is  but  recently  that  State  and  municipal  authorities 
have  taken  any  active  interest  in  matters  pertaining  to  public  sanitation. 
Even  at  the  present  time,  the  interest  in  the  subject  in  the  quarters  indicated, 
is  but  slight  compared  with  the  paramount  importance  of  the  subject.  The 
greatest  loss  annually  incurred  by  any  commonwealth  is  the  expense  and  loss 
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occasioned  by  the  sickness  and  death  of  its  citizens.  The  lives  and  health  of 
its  citizens  are  the  most  valuable  property  possessed  by  any  government ;  and 
whatever  in  any  manner  affects  these,  influences  in  the  highest  degree  national 
prosperity.  These  facts  are  too  patent  to  require  the  presentation  here  of 
the  statistical  data  upon  which  they  are  based. 

There  has  been  a  quite  general  awakening  upon  this  important  subject  within 
the  last  few  years,  through  the  earnest  labors  of  eminent  and  public-spirited 
sanitarians,  and  recently,  especially,  through  the  yellow  fever  epidemic  in  the 
Southy  and  the  earnest  efforts  made  by  the  American  Public  Health  Associa- 
tion and  other  sanitary  organizations  to  secure  proper  action  on  the  part  of  the 
National,  State,  and  local  authorities  with  reference  to  this  terrible,  but  pre- 
ventable scourge.  Nevertheless,  there  are  at  present  very  few  States  and 
a  still  smaller  proportion  of  the  cities  and  villages  of  the  country,  which  arc 
sufficiently  awakened  upon  the  subject  of  sanitary  reform  to  appropriate  any- 
thing like  the  amount  of  funds  needed  to  secure  the  efficient  carrying  out  of 
measures  necessary  to  secure  the  public  health.  Where  State  and  local  boards 
of  health  are  appointed  and  invested  with  authority  to  act,  they  are  on  this 
account  often  so  crippled  that  their  efforts  are  of  little  practical  value.  In 
many  instances,  also,  it  is  unfortunately  the  case  that  those  who  are  invested 
with  proper  authority,  and  by  law  supplied  with  all  the  necessary  means  for 
performing  their  duties,  are  so  obtuse  to  the  necessity  for  action,  or  so  ignorant 
of  what  is  demanded  of  them,  that  the  good  which  they  might  do  remains 
undone.  It  is  rare,  indeed,  that  so  astonishing  a  degree  of  ignorance  is  met 
with  as  was  exhibited  by  a  New  York  city  health  commissioner  a  few  years 
ago,  who,  when  being  subjected  to  an  examination  in  consequence  of  a 
complaint  entered  by  an  intelligent  physician,  replied  that  ''hi-jin-nicks'^ 
[hygienic]  means  ''a  bad  smell  arising  from  dirty  water;''  but  it  is  almost 
equally  rare  to  find  among  local  health  officers  that  keen  and  intelligent 
appreciation  of  the  importance  of  correct  sanitation,  and  of  the  responsibili- 
ties of  the  position,  which  is  necessary  to  make  such  officers  thoroughly 
efficient  in  the  performance  of  their  duties. 

Sanitary  associations  formed  upon  a  plan  similar  to  the  Newport  organiza- 
tion, adapted  to  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  small  towns  and  villages, 
would  be  of  great  use  in  securing  diligent  and  efficient  efforts  on  the  part  of 
local  officers  or  boards  of  health  where  they  exist;  and  where  they  do  not, 
certainly  such  associations  are  needed  to  accomplish  so  far  as  possible  the 
work  which  should  be  performed  by  such  authorities. 

2.  Sanitary  protection  associations  may  be  of  very  great  service  not  only  to 
members  but  to  the  public  generally  as  auxiliaries  of  local  health  boards  or 
other  health  authorities.  The  strong  backing  that  such  an  organization  could 
give  to  a  local  health  board,  and  the  aid  that  it  might  give  by  calling  attention 
to  evils  which  would  otherwise  be  likely  to  be  overlooked,  as  well  as  in  carry- 
ing out  the  regulations  of  the  board,  in  many  ways  exerting  a  strong  influence 
in  favor  of  sanitary  reform,  would  be  invaluable.  An  organization  of  the 
kind  described  would  have  far  more  influence  with  the  majority  of  the  people 
of  a  small  town  or  village,  than  would  any  health  board  or  officer.  The 
majority  of  people  are  much  more  easily  led  by  example  than  by  authority ; 
and  this  is  especially  true  respecting  such  subjects  as  that  of  sanitation,  con- 
cerning which  even  the  better  classes  as  yet  know  but  little.  Most  people 
have  a  laudable  desire  to  be  ''as  good  as  their  neighbors,"  or  at  least  to 
appear  to  be  so,  and  if  they  see  their  next-door  neighbor  setting  his  house  and 
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premifles  in  order  in  complying  with  the  reqairements  of  sanitary  science^  they 
will  in  a  great  many  cases  be  led  to  follow  the  example  set.  If  to  this  inflaence 
be  added,  for  the  benefit  of  persons  of  weak  principles  or  sordid  indifference 
to  these  important  questions,  the  moral  force  of  wholesome  police  regulations 
respecting  the  sanitary  care  of  dwellings  and  premises,  etc.,  we  shall  bring  to 
bear  upon  individuals  a  twofold  pressure  in  a  direction  which  cannot  fail  of 
securing  good  results. 

3.  In  the  practical  discharge  of  their  duties  health  officers  cannot,  in  gen- 
eral, get  yery  much  in  adyance  of  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  of  the 
community  in  which  they  may  be  laboring.  The  health  officer  depends,  in  a 
great  measnre,  upon  the  people  for  information  respecting  eyils  which  require 
his  attention.  If  no  complaints  are  made  to  him,  he  finds  little  occasion  to 
exercise  the  prerogatives  of  his  office.  Again,  the  health  officer  who  is 
inefficient,  either  on  account  of  want  of  interest,  a  dilatory  disposition,  or 
incompetence,  will  take  no  steps  in  the  direction  of  sanitary  reform,  or  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  health,  to  which  he  is  not  urged  by  the  public  sentiment 
of  the  section  in  which  he  is  stationed.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  one  of  the 
most  effective  means  of  encouraging  sanitary  enterprises  and  of  rendering 
successful  in  the  highest  degree  the  efforts  of  health  boards,  health  officers, 
and  all  departments  of  sanitory  work,  is  the  improvement  of  public  sentiment 
in  favor  of  hygiene  and  sanitary  science.  Any  organization  which  promises 
to  effect  this  is  well  worthy  to  receive  the  encouragement  and  cooperation  of 
all  sanitarians. 

4.  Organizations  of  the  sort  under  consideration  might  be  made  a  very  effi- 
cient means  for  collecting  knowledge  upon  subjects  of  interest  and  value  to 
sanitarians  respecting  the  causes  and  communicability  of  diseases,  the  best 
means  of  preventing  disease,  and  a  great  variety  of  other  questions.  It  is  quite 
possible  that  some  information  would  be  gained  by  an  organization  consisting 
of  live  and  intelligent  workers,  voluntarily  engaged  in  sanitary  work  and  in- 
terested from  their  special  liking  for  or  appreciation  of  the  value  of  the  work, 
which  could  not  be  gained  so  readily  through  regularly  appointed  officials. 
Every  member  of  such  an  association  would  become  in  some  sense  a  health 
officer — self-appointed, — at  least  to  some  considerable  degree  a  sanitary  in- 
spector, with  opportunities  for  inspection  through  careful  observation  while 
mingling  in  social  intercourse  with  his  neighbors  much  better  than  those  en- 
joyed by  the  health  officer,  except  when  acting  in  response  to  a  complaint  call- 
ing for  the  abatement  of  some  nuisance. 

5.  It  is  quite  possible  that  local  volunteer  sanitary  organizations  might  be 
usefully  and  successfully  employed  for  the  correction  of  evils,  which,  although 
they  seriously  threaten  the  public  health,  are  yet  of  a  character  very  difficult 
to  reach  by  legislation.  The  patent  evils  arising  from  the  unrestricted  opera- 
tions of  incompetent  persons  as  physicians  and  druggists  may  be  mentioned  as 
of  this  class.  The  terrible  evils  of  quackery  are  apparent  to  all,  and  it  is  evi- 
dent that  some  remedy  should  be  devised;  but  the  subject  is  of  so  delicate  a 
nature,  requiring  such  careful  and  discreet  management  in  order  to  avoid  doing 
injustice  to  any  one  while  properly  curtailing  the  operations  of  quacks  and 
charlatans,  that  with  rare  exceptions,  no  action  is  taken  toward  the  correction 
of  the  evil.  The  same  may  be  said  respecting  the  incompetency  of  druggists 
and  druggists'  clerks,  to  the  mistakes  of  whom  the  loss  of  many  lives  is  an- 
nually attributable.  It  is  not  claimed  that  sanitary  protection  associations  or 
any  other  organizations  would  wholly  correct  these  stupendous  evils ;  but  it 
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seems  very  probable  that  much  might  be  done  in  this  direction  by  sach  organ- 
izations. This  would  certainly  be  the  case  should  the  suggestions  made  by 
Dr.  Milton  Chase,  in  a  recent  Report  of  this  Board,*  respecting  the  best  manner 
of  settling  the  quack  question,  be  adopted  by  the  law-making  power  of  the 
dijBferent  States,  where  efficient  laws  regulating  these  evils  are  not  already  in 
force ;  the  plan  suggested  requiring  each  physician  to  register  his  name  at  a 
given  place  and  time,  together  with  the  evidence  of  his  claims  to  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  as  a  thoroughly  educated  physician,  so  that  any  one  who 
desired  to  do  so  could  readily  ascertain  the  professional  standing  of  any  or 
each  of  the  physicians  practicing  in  his  vicinity.  If  many  persons  in  each 
community  were  associated  together  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  health, 
information  of  this  character  would  readily  be  communicated  to  a  large  nam- 
ber,  so  that,  being  amply  warned  of  danger  from  this  source,  the  people  would 
themselves  soon  correct  the  evil,  by  refusing  to  patronize  persons  who  were 
known  to  be  ignorant,  incompetent,  and  unreliable. 

6.  Lastly,  it  may  be  urged  in  favor  of  these  organizations  that  they  are 
approved  and  highly  recommended  by  eminent  sanitarians  in  this  country  and 
elsewhere ;  as,  also,  that  the  results  obtained  by  the  Nevrport  and  Lynn  Socie- 
ties are  such  as  to  recommend  the  plan  to  other  cities  and  villages.  Associa- 
tions of  this  sort  were  also  recommended  by  the  committee  on  general  sanita- 
tion appointed  by  the  Sanitair  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  The 
excellent  work  which  has  been  done  by  the  New  Orleans  Auxiliary  Sanitary 
Association  should  be  mentioned  as  evidence  of  the  value  of  this  class  of 
sanitary  organizations.  The  valuable  results  obtained  through  the  efforts  of 
the  Tottenham  Association  are  also  worthy  of  notice  here.  Through  the 
influence  of  this  association  a  thorough  reformation  of  the  drainage  and  water- 
supply  of  the  place  was  effected,  together  with  an  abatement  of  numerous 
nuisances.  The  effect  of  these  improvements  was  to  diminish  the  deaths  from 
fever  more  than  seventy-five  per  cent,  to  cause  a  very  great  decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  of  all  sorts,  notwithstanding  a 
very  considerable  increase  in  the  population,  and  to  bring  about  an  equally 
marked  improvement  in  the  material  prosperity  of  the  town. 

The  greatest  difficulties  which  present  themselves  as  obstacles  to  the  general 
introduction  of  sanitary  protection  associations  are,  first,  a  general  apathy  on 
the  part  of  the  people  upon  the  subject  of  sanitation ;  second,  the  difficulty  of 
finding  in  every  community  where  an  organization  would  be  proper,  a  sufficient 
number  of  men  competent  to  act  as  officers  in  such  an  association.  However, 
both  these  obstacles  will  disappear  as  the  people  become  enlightened  on  the 
subject  of  hygiene,  and  thus  no  impediment  will  be  left  in  the  way,  and  success 
will  be  assured  wherever  the  experiment  is  tried  in  an  energetic  and  intelligent 
manner. 

A  PLAN  FOR    SANITARY    PROTECTION    ASSOCIATIONS    FOR  SMALL    TOWNS    AND 

VILLAGES. 

The  plan  of  organization  adopted  at  Newport  and  Lynn,  while  exactly 
adapted  to  the  conditions  and  requirements  of  those  cities,  evidently  requires 
some  modifications  to  meet  the  wants  of  associations  formed  in  small  towns 
and  rural  villages,  where  sewers  and,  in  most  cases,  even  gas,  are  unknown. 
The  absence  of  the  complicated  problems  connected  with  a  city  sewerage  sys- 
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tern  and  which  usaally  require  the  services  of  an  expert  for  their  settlement  in 
disputed  cases,  make  room  for  the  consideration  of  numerous  other  subjects  of 
great  practical  interest  which  will  be  named  in  defining  the  objects  of  such 
associations. 

It  is  important  that  these  organizations  should  be  simple  as  possible  in  their 
plan,  since  the  persons  who  will  in  most  cases  constitute  the  active  members 
will  necessarily  be  men  little  accustomed  to  such  work. 

Objects. 

The  objects  of  such  an  organization  should  be : — 

1.  Where  local  boards  of  health  or  health  officers  already  exist,  to  codperate 
with  those  authorities  in  the  carrying  out  of  such  measures  as  may  be  adopted 
for  the  benefit  of  the  public  health. 

2.  Where  local  boards  of  health  or  health  officers  do  not  exist,  to  perform 
the  work  which  would  devolve  upon  such  authorities,  so  far  as  possible,  and  to 
secure  their  appointment  at  the  earliest  possible  period ;  and  also  to  secure,  if 
possible,  the  adoption  by  municipal  authorities  of  such  measures  as  may  be 
necessary  for  improving  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  city  and  preserving  the 
public  health. 

3.  To  provide  its  members  and  others  who  may  desire,  at  moderate  expense, 
with  such  inspection  as  shall  acquaint  them  with  the  sanitary  condition  of 
their  own  dwellings  and  their  surroundings,  public  buildings,  and  other  build- 
ings and  premises  in  which  they  may  be  specially  interested ;  also  to  provide 
at  a  minimum  cost  analyses  of  such  articles  of  food  and  of  household  use  as 
may  be  suspected  of  harmful  adulterations. 

4.  To  encourage  by  every  proper  means  an  interest  in  sanitary  science  among 
the  people,  and  to  diffuse  knowledge  respecting  the  nature  of  disease,  its 
causes,  and  the  best  known  methods  of  prevention. 

5.  To  collect  useful  information  on  all  subjects  pertaining  to  sanitary  science 
and  the  protection  and  prolongation  of  human  life. 

Memherahip. 

Any  person  resident  in  the  town  or  village  in  which  the  association  is  formed 
shall  be  eligible  to  membership,  and  may  become  a  member  by  signing  the 
constitution  and  rules  of  organization  of  the  association. 

Privileges  and  Duties  of  Members. 

1.  Each  member  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  transaction  of  all  business 
which  shall  come  before  the  association. 

2.  Members  shall  be  entitled  to  an  annual  inspection  of  their  dwellings  and 
premises ;  and  also  to  inspection,  at  other  times,  which  may  be  rendered  neces- 
sary by  disease  or  other  cause,  at  the  smallest  possible  expense  which  can  be 
made  to  cover  the  actual  cost  of  the  work  done.  Members  may  also  call  for 
the  inspection  of  other  buildings  and  premises  upon  the  same  terms. 

3.  Each  member  should  understand  that  in  signing  the  constitution  he 
pledges  himself  to  codperate  in  the  most  hearty  manner  possible  with  the 
executive  committee  in  carrying  into  practice  the  principles  of  correct  sanita- 
tion, and  to  do  all  in  his  power  to  correct  such  evils  or  deficiencies  as  may  be 
pointed  out  by  the  inspecting  committee.  In  case  of  any  misunderstanding  or 
disagreement  between  members  and  the  inspecting  committee,  or  between 
members  themselves,  the  matter  may  be  referred  to  the  executive  committee. 
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Officers. 

The  officers  of  the  association  should  consist  of  a  president,  a  secretary,  a 
treasurer,  and  an  inspecting  committee  of  two  or  four  members,  all  of  whom 
should  be  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association.  The  several  officers 
shall  together  constitute  an  executive  committee. 

Duties  of  Officers. 

The  president,  secretary,  and  treasurer  should  perform  the  duties  usually 
devolving  upon  such  officers. 
It  should  be  the  duty  of  the  members  of  the  inspecting  committee : — 

1.  To  qualify  themselves  by  the  study  of  suitable  works  upon  the  subject,  if 
not  already  competent,  to  be  able  to  give  a  correct  opinion  in  all  ordinary 
cases  requiring  sanitary  inspection ; 

2.  To  make  a  sanitary  inspection  of  any  dwelling,  premises,  or  public  build- 
ing, or  to  investigate  any  nuisance  concerning  which  complaint  may  be  made, 
when  requested  by  a  member  of  the  association ; 

3.  To  make  a  report  of  the  investigations  made  as  soon  as  possible  after 
receiving  a  request  to  make  an  inspection,  to  both  the  person  making  the 
request  and  the  secretary  of  the  association,  on  blanks  prepared  for  the  pur- 
pose, or  in  the  form  of  a  written  statement  in  case  blanks  are  not  furnished ; 

4.  In  cases  requiring  special  skill  and  large  experience,  to  employ  a  sanitary 
expert,  provided  the  individual  making  the  request  for  inspection  is  willing  to 
incur  the  necessary  expense. 

The  executive  committee  shall  have  general  charge  of  the  business  of  the 
association,  may  fill  its  own  vacancies,  and  should  appoint  of  its  own  number 
the  following  committees : — 

1.  A  committee  on  the  diffusion  of  sanitary  knowledge,  whose  duty  it  should 
be  to  secure  the  publication  of  appropriate  articles  in  the  local  newspapers,  and 
to  arrange  for  public  lectures  on  appropriate  subjects  whenever  practicable. 

2.  A  committee  on  analyses,  whose  duty  it  should  be,  (a.)  To  become 
acquainted  with  the  simpler  methods  of  detecting  harmful  adulterations  or 
poisoning  of  food  and  other  articles  in  common  use,  such  as  wall-paper,  tin- 
lined  vessels,  etc,  and  such  other  dangers  as  threaten  life  or  health  through  food 
and  drink;  (i.)  To  make  a  careful  examination  of  such  articles  as  may  be 
presented  for  examination,  at  the  smallest  expense  to  the  member  presenting 
the  same  that  will  cover  the  actual  cost  of  the  examination ;  and  in  case  of 
inability  to  make  a  satisfactory  examination,  to  employ  an  expert  to  do  so, 
provided  the  person  most  interested  is  willing  to  meet  the  necessary  expense. 

Meetings. 

An  annual  meeting  of  the  association  should  be  held  for  the  election  of 
officers,  the  time  and  place  being  appointed  by  the  executive  committee,  at 
which  one-third  of  the  membership  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  Si)ecial  meet- 
ings may  be  called  by  the  executive  committee. 

The  executive  committee  shall  meet  once  in  three  months,  at  least,  and 
more  frequently,  when  necessary,  meetings  being  called  by  the  president. 

Amiual  Assessment. 

An  annual  assessment  should  be  made  sufficient  to  cover  necessary  expenses 
not  otherwise  provided  for,  the  assessment  not  to  exceed  a  certain  sum,  to  be 
specified  in  the  rules  of  organization. 
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Amendments. 

A  provision  should  be  made  for  the  ameadment  of  the  foregoing  rules^  at 
any  meeting  of  the  association,  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  members  present. 

Suggeistions, 

In  the  organization  of  an  association  of  the  kind  proposed,  the  first  step  is 
always  the  most  difficult  one,  and  will  necessarily  involve  a  large  amount  of 
unremunerative  labor  on  the  part  of  those  who  take  the  initiatory  steps ;  but 
this  is  true  of  nearly  all  philanthropic  enterprises,  and  should  not  debar  those 
who  are  best  fitted  for  the  work  from  engaging  in  it.  Physicians  are  espec- 
ially well  adapted  to  lead  out  in  such  an  enterprise.  Their  daily  intercourse 
with  the  people  in  their  homes  gives  them  abundant  opportunity  to  become 
acquainted  with  their  special  needs,  and  also  to  enlist  the  interest  of  those  who 
may  be  benefited  by  such  an  association.  Health  officers  and  correspondents 
of  State  Boards  of  Health  are  also  particularly  well  adapted  to  this  work. 

A  good  way  to  call  attention  to  the  enterprise  would  be  to  secure  a  public 
lecture,  by  a  competent  person,  on  some  sanitary  subject  adapted  to  the  wants 
and  comprehension  of  the  people.  When  this  cannot  be  done  a  beginning 
may  be  made  by  the  publication  of  articles  and  the  circulation  of  literature 
on  some  important  sanitary  subject  specially  adapted  to  the  place  or  to  the  sea- 
son of  the  year.  The  occurence  of  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria,  scarlatina,  ty- 
phoid fever,  or  some  other  contagious  or  infectious  disease  may  be  seized  upon 
as  a  time  particularly  favorable  for  the  proposal  of  a  Sanitary  Association. 

It  is  especially  important  to  enlist  the  interest  and,  so  far  as  possible,  secure 
the  cooperation  of  physicians,  lawyers,  dentists,  clergymen,  and  other  profes- 
sional men.  Physicians  and  clergymen  can  be  of  special  service  through  their 
wide  influence  with  the  people.  Druggists,  if  interested,  may  also  be  of  very 
great  service  as  analysts. 

Bespeoting  the  practical  working  of  a  local  sanitary  association  as  auxiliary 
to  a  local  board  of  health,  or,  in  the  absence  of  such  an  organization,  as  a  sub- 
stitute for  it,  it  may  be  remarked  that  while  it  is  well  to  accomplish  all  that 
can  be  done  for  the  advancement  of  sanitary  reform,  it  is  unwise  to  attempt  too 
much,  especially  at  first.    The  greater  evils  should  be  attacked  first. 

WORK  OF  COMMITTEES  IN  A  BAKITABY  AS80CIATI0K. 

The  following  hints  respecting  what  points  should  receive  attention  from  the 
proper  committees  of  a  well-organized  and  active  sanitary  association  is 
offered  as  suggestive  of  the  work  which  may  and  should  be  done : — 

1.  An  examination  of  the  relations  to  health  of  the  location  of  the  town  or 
village,  its  surroundings,  the  character  of  the  soil,  the  general  water-supply, 
the  location  of  the  cemetery,  if  near,  of  mill-ponds,  or  stagnant  water  of  any 
kind,  etc. 

2.  In  the  inspection  of  buildings  and  premises,  the  careful  examination  of 
the  structure  of  the  building,  its  location,  the  condition  of  each  part  of  the 
building, — if  a  dwelling,  of  the  cellar,  kitchen,  store-rooms,  closets,  bed-cham- 
bers, water-closets,  garrets,  etc. ;  of  gas  and  water-supply ;  the  kind  of  paper 
used  on  walls ;  of  ventilation  and  manner  of  heating ;  of  location  and  struc- 
ture of  cesspools,  of  privy,  of  well  and  cistern,  of  back-yard,  hog-pen,  hen- 
coop, garbage-heap,  and  other  nuisances  when  they  exist. 

3.  Examination  of  water,  food,  especially  pork  and  other  kinds  of  animal 
food  in  the  warm  season  when  decomposition  is  rapid,  of  cooking-utensils. 
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clothing,  and  other  articles  of  common  use  when  the  occurrence  of  disease 
gives  occasion  for  suspicion  of  the  existence  of  its  cause  in  any  of  these. 

4.  Upon  the  occurrence  of  an  epidemic  the  adoption  of  such  means  as  are 
available  to  inform  those  who  are  or  may  be  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the 
same,  of  the  nature  of  the  prevailing  malady,  and  the  best  means  of  avoiding 
the  same. 

5.  The  investigation,  so  far  as  feasible,  of  the  causes  of  fires  and  of  other 
destructive  accidents  which  may  occur,  and  the  pi'eservation  of  a  record  of  the 
same  when  obtainable. 

CARE  OF  PBIVIES. 

One  of  the  most  glaring  evils  worthy  of  a  vigorous  attack  from  a  local  health 
organization,  and  one  which  is  everywhere  present  in  towns  not  provided  with 
a  system  of  water-carriage  for  sewage,  is  the  privy-system.  As  managed  at  the 
present  time,  these  conveniences  are  most  abominable  nuisances  and  are  most 
seriously  dangerous  to  public  health.  In  many  cases  a  large  share  of  the 
necessaries  in  use  in  a  country  village,  are,  from  their  filthy  condition,  outrages 
against  decency,  to  say  nothing  of  sanitary  requirements.  The  fetid,  pungent 
odors  whicli  are  poured  upon  the  air  by  such  a  hot-bed  of  disease,  carry  with 
them  the  cause  of  much  of  the  illness  with  which  most  communities  are  visited 
during  the  Summer  and  Autumn. 

The  practical  question  connected  with  this  subject  is.  How  shall  the  evil  be 
corrected? 

This  question  has  been  carefully  investigated  by  a  committee  appointed  for 
the  purpose  by  the  Auxiliary  Sanitary  Association  of  New  Orleans,  a  city  in 
which  the  evils  of  the  system  attain  the  most  stupendous  proportions.  The 
plan  recommended  by  the  committee  and  endorsed  by  the  association  is  what 
is  known  as  the  ^'Bochedale  pail-system, '^  which  is  thus  described  in  the  pub- 
lished report  of  the  committee  referred  to :  ^'It  consists  of  a  closet  of  strong 
and  simple  construction,  beneath  the  seat  of  which  is  placed  a  'pail,'  made 
from  half  a  kerosene  barrel,  capable  of  holding  one  hundred  pounds;  but  in 
fact  the  average  weight  of  its  contents,  after  a  week's  use  by  an  ordinary 
family,  proved  to  be  forty-one  pounds.  This  is  removed  weekly,  and  an 
empty,  disinfected  pail  substituted.  In  the  case  of  very  large  families,  two 
or  more  pails  are  used,  or  the  removal  is  made  twice  or  thrice  a  week.  At  the 
time  of  removal  a  tight-fitting  metal  lid  is  placed  upon  the  pail.  The  process 
IS  quite  inoffensive,  and  is  systematically  performed." 

A  SUCCESSFUL  TRIAL  OF  THE   PAIL-SYSTEM. 

In  the  spring  of  1875,  I  introduced  on  a  small  scale  a  plan  similar  to  that 
described  above  into  a  portion  of  a  small  city  in  this  State.  About  one  hundred 
receptacles  were  used,  which  were  managed  in  accordance  with  the  system 
described.  Dry  earth  and  ashes  were  used  to  delay  decomposition,  and  a 
scavenger  was  employed  to  empty  the  receptacles  once  a  week  during  the 
months  of  April,  May,  June,  September,  and  October.  They  were  regularly 
emptied  twice  a  week  during  July  and  August,  and  during  the  most  extreme 
heat  every  other  day.  The  results  of  this  small  effort  were  very  gratifying, 
the  usual  amount  of  summer  and  autumnal  sickness  from  fevers  and  other 
zymotic  diseases  in  the  section  of  the  city  in  which  the  pans  were  introduced 
being  greatly  lessened.  The  receptacles  employed  at  that  time  were  shallow 
pans  about  two  feet  square  and  four  inches  deep,  made  of  heavy  sheet-iron, 
and  costing  about  sixty  cents  each.  The  following  is  an  outline  representa- 
tion which  will  show  its  form. 
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FlO.  L 


Pan  for  Dry^Barth  CloiH, 

It  was  foand  that  the  constant  contact  of  a  greater  or  less  quantity  of  fluid 
excreta  occasioned  so  rapid  corrosion  of  the  iron  that  the  pans  were  rendered 
useless  after  one  season's  use  on  account  of  leakage,  so  that  the  system  was 
not  continued  by  all  who  at  first  engaged  in  it,  though  many  provided  them- 
selves with  galvanized  pans  which  were  more  durable,  and  a  few  made  large 
tubs  by  dividing  kerosene  oil  barrels,  to  which  a  long  stout  handle  was 
attached,  by  means  of  which  they  wero  drawn  out  to  be  emptied  and  replaced. 

The  present  season  another  effort  was  made  in  the  same  community  to  intro- 
duce the  **  pail  system/'  most  of  the  pans  being  worn  out  or  abandoned  for 
want  of  appreciation  of  their  value.  Though  the  effort  was  made  quite  late  in 
the  season,  owing  to  inability  to  give  the  matter  attention  earlier,  a  large 
number  of  pails  were  introduced,  the  form  and  mode  of  using  which  will  be 
clearly  seen  by  the  accompanying  diagram. 


FIO.  s. 


Pail  for  Barlh-Cloitit  in  PoHUonfor  Use. 


The  size  of  the  pails  used  is  12x15 
inches  at  the  top,  9  inches  at  the  bottom, 
and  ten  inches  in  depth.  They  are 
made  of  heavy  galvanized  iron,  and  are 
very  strong,  and  cost  50  cents  each  with 
the  collar  which  is  attached  to  the  seat 
to  prevent  the  scattering  of  excreta  upon 
the  ground.  The  width  of  the  collar  is 
varied  somewhat  according  to  the  dis- 
tance f  I'om  the  seat  to  the  pail,  this 
provision  being  made  to  accommodate 
the  plan  as  much  as  possible  to  the  form 
of  construction  found  in  most  privy- 
buildings.  The  pail  rests  upon  a  plain 
board  upon  which  are  fastened  guides 
which  direct  the  pail  to  the  proper  posi- 
tion beneath  the  center  of  the  opening 

OJh    in  the  privy-seat. 

^  ^  The  pails  are  managed  upon  the  same 
plan  as  were  the  pans,  and  prove  in 
every  way  much  more  satisfactory,  be- 
ing more  durable  and  much  more  con- 
venient for  handling  by  the  scavenger. 
The  cost  of  caring  for  privies  by  this 
system  is  very  small.  The  original  cost 
is  a  mere  trifle,  and  where  a  hundred 
pails  or  more  are  in  use  the  expense  for 
a  scavenger  need  not  be  over  five  cents  a 
week  for  each. 
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The  pails  can  be  used  in  cold  weather  as  well  as  in  the  warm  months,  as 
they  can  be  placed  in  the  woodshed  or  other  oonyenient  place  in  connection 
with  a  proper  closet,  which  can  be  easily  constructed,  as  described  in  another 
paper  in  this  Report  by  Dr.  H.  0.  Hitchcock,  entitled  **  Depot  Privies.'* 

Much  other  important  work  will  readily  be  found  by  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  sanitary  reform;  and  those  who  will  engage  in  it  with  vigor  and 
earnestness  will  be  amply  repaid  for  their  efforts,  by  the  beneficent  results 
which  are  certain  to  follow  wherever  efficient  sanitary  work  is  performed. 

MASSACHUSETTS  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ASSOCIATION. 

Since  the  foregoing  was  in  print,  I  have  seen  a  paper  read  before  the  Amer- 
ican Social  Science  Association,  in  Boston,  January  8, 1879,  by  Mr.  Gteorge  T. 
Angell,  entitled  '^Public  Health  Associations, *'  in  which  the  author  sets  forth 
the  danger  to  health  from  adulterations  of  foods,  liquors,  drugs,  medicines, 
from  various  poisons  used  in  the  manufacture  of  cooking-utensils,  articles  of 
clothing,  and  other  articles  in  common  use ;  and  the  danger  to  property  and 
life  from  the  use  of  low-grade  kerosene,  and  strongly  urges  the  formation  of 
voluntary  <' Public  Health  Associations"  as  a  means  of  guarding  against 
these  dangers.  The  paper  has  called  forth  considerable  criticism,  and  promi- 
nent persons  have  decried  the  dangers  pointed  out ;  but  it  has  led  to  the  form- 
ation of  an  association  incorporated  as  the  **  Massachusetts  Public  Health 
Association,"  of  which  Dr.  Bowditch,  President  of  the  Massachusetts  State 
Board  of  Health,  Edward  Everett  Hale,  and  other  leading  men  of  the  State 
are  members.  While  there  is  room  for  such  a  State  organization,  there  is 
still  an  urgent  need  for  local  associations.  Indeed,  an  important  part  of  the 
work  of  a  State  association  would  be  to  secure  the  formation  of  local  associa- 
tions, and  so  codperate  with  them  as  to  secure  through  them  the  largest  and 
best  possible  results. 

THE  LADIES*   SANITARY  ASSOCIATION  OF  LONDON. 

I  have  also  learned  of  the  existence,  in  London,  of  a  woman's  sanitary 
organization,  called  the  ^Ladies'  Sanitary  Association,"  which  has  done  a 
grand  work  in  the  dissemination  of  sanitary  knowledge,  especially  among  the 
poor  of  London.  The  secretary  of  the  association  is  Miss  Rose  Adams ;  the 
office  is  at  22  Bemers  street.  The  following  reference  to  its  work,  in  the 
London  *'Funch/'  of  January  5,  1878,  seems  worthy  of  insertion  here : — 

^  In  1857,  a  few  wise  women,  impressed  by  a  sense  of  the  widenspread  igDorance  of 
the  laws  of  health,  and  the  vast  amount  of  preventable  iUoess  and  death  thence  aris- 
ing, set  to  work  to  get  together  and  circulate  plain  knowledge  on  the  subject.  Some 
wise  men  helped  the  wise  women.  They  began  with  Lectures  to  Ladies,  and  went 
on  with  Tracts.  Never  was  a  more  praiseworthy  or  helpworthy  tractarian  move- 
ment than  that  which  sprang  from  the  'Ladies^  Sanitary  Association,^  in  words  of 
wisdom  on  TThe  Worth  of  Fresh  Air^  The  Use  of  Pure  Water^  The  Value  of  Good  Food, 
Homo  to  Nurse  the  Siek^  The  BeaUh  of  Mothers^  How  to  Clothe  and  Manage  a  Baby,  The 
Power  of  Soap  and  TFoftfr,  ^tc,  Ac,  Ac,  and  other  sach  *  homely'  truths,  which  have 
circulated  in  swarms  from  their  eighty-six  thousands  to  their  tens,  doing  as  purifying 
and  sweetening  a  work  as  the  insects  which  spread  the  pollen  of  the  flowers. 

"  With  an  average  yearly  income  of  £350,  the  Association  has,  since  1857,  pablished 
seventy  such  tracts,  edited  by  scientific  men,  but  written  in  simple  language.  The 
publications  of  the  Association  have  had  a  circulation  of  nearly  two  millions,  have 
been  translated  into  several  languages,  welcomed  at  hospitals,  working-men^s  clubs, 
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lending  libraries,  mothers^  meetings,  and  schools,  and  distributed  by  Clergy  of  all 
denominations,  Scripture  Readers,  City  Missionaries,  Sisters  of  Mercy,  Bible  Women, 
and  Sanitary  Missionaries. 

"  Tbe  paper  on  Overwork  served  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  ^  Early  Closing  Associ- 
ation.^ The  Dance  of  Death  helped  to  call  attention  to  the  use  of  arsenic  in  ball- 
dresses,  flowers,  and  wall-papers.  Dresi  and  Us  Cost  pleaded  not  unsuccessfully  for 
over-tasked  seamstresses,  working  weary  hours  in  ill-ventilated  rooms,  and  from  the 
same  source  came  the  present  effort  to  obtain  seats  for  shop-women,  who  suffer  so 
much  by  long  hours  of  standing  behind  counters,  which  Is  procuring  relief  for  them 
steadily,  though  slowly. 

"Tbe  delivery  of  practical  lectures  on  health,  sanitary  improvements,  and  domes- 
tic economy,  formed  another  principal  feature  in  the  Ladies^  crusade.  Some  seventy 
courses  have  been  delivered  on  physiology,  public  health,  gymnastics,  chemistry 
cooking,  and  nursing.  Branch  associations  have  been  formed,  day  nurseries  have 
been  opened,  houses  cleaned,  cleansing  materials  lent,  clothing  clubs  formed,  and 
even  a  company  for  building  suitable  dwellings  for  the  poor.  Poor  London  children 
have  been  fed,  cared  for,  and  made  happy  in  a  humble  way.  Baths,  washing-tubs, 
pails,  brooms,  and  brushes,  disinfectants,  cooklng-utenslls,  and  nursing-appliances, 
patterns  of  garments,  made  and  unmade,  text-books  on  domestic  economy,  models  of 
filters,  drain-traps,  ventilators,  invalid  cooking  and  nursing  appliances,  have  been 
kept  and  lent  for  purposes  of  illustration. 

"The  Association  has  helped  to  introduce  into  schools  text-books  of  domestic 
economy,  and  in  its  last  tract,  Our  Schools  and  Public  Sealth,  has  tried  to  draw  the 
attention  of  all  engaged  in  training  the  young  to  the  importance  of  teaching  physi- 
ology and  the  laws  of  health. 

"  In  the  face  of  the  needs  pressing  and  the  work  accomplished,  the  Association  may 
fairly  take  credit,  in  its  own  words,  for  having  labored,  ^  by  6od*s  blessing,  to  secure 
happier,  purer,  more  intelligently  managed  homes  for  England,  and  healthier,  more 
temperate,  truer  manhood  and  womanhood  for  her  sons  and  daughters.^  Punch,  at 
this  Christmas-tide,  can  have  no  fitter  function  than  to  point  to  what  these  Ladies 
have  done,  and  to  ask  all  his  Lady  readers  not  only  to  wish  well  to,  but  to  Join  and 
aid  their  wise  and  kindly  efforts.^ 

It  is  easy  to  see  that  such  local  sanitary  associations  as  have  been  outlined 
in  this  paper,  cooperating  with  the  State  Board  of  Health  would  form  another 
efiSoient  means  of  mutual  communication  between  the  people  and  the  Boards 
and  would  thereby  not  only  put  a  greater  number  of  people  throughout  the 
State  in  possession  of  the  results  attained  through  the  work  of  the  Board,  but 
also  materially  increase  the  value  of  those  results. 

J.  H.  KELLOGG. 


Waste  of  Human  Life. 


A   COMMUNIOATION 

KKUlTIVB  TO 

The  Falling  of  the  Graod  Stand  at  the  Lenawee  Count;  Fair, 

At  Adbiax,  Mich.,  Oct.  2, 1879; 

AlTD  TO 

THE  WRECKING  OF  TEE  PACIFIC  EXPRESS, 

KsAB  Jackson,  Mich.,  Oct.  0, 1879. 


By  prof.  R.  C.  KEDZIE,  OF  LANSING, 

FRBSIDBXT  OF  THE  MIOHIOAIC 

STATE   BOARD   OF   HEALTH, 

AKD  its  COlOdTTEB  ON  POISONS,  EXPLOSIVES,  ChEMICAXS,  ACCIDENTS,  AND  SPE- 
CIAL Sources  op  Danger  to  Life  and  Health. 

PRS8SNTBD  TO  THB  BOABD  AT  ITS  BBOULAR  QUARTBBLT  MBBTIirO,  OOT.  14,  1879. 
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A  COMMUNICATION  BY  THE  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF 
HEALTH  AT  ITS  REGULAR  QUARTERLY  MEETING, 

OCTOBER  14,  1879. 


Since  tho  last  meeting  of  this  Boai*d  two  accidents  have  occurred  in  this 
State  attended  by  such  a  loss  of  life  and  injury  of  person,  that  I  have  thought 
it  proper  to  bring  them  to  your  attention.  The  law  says,  '^The  State  Board 
of  Health  shall  have  the  general  supervision  of  the  interests  of  the  health  and 
life  of  the  citizens  of  this  State."  When  we  consider  our  duties  as  defined  by 
the  law,  and  when  we  remember  the  wholesale  homicides  at  Adrian  and  Jack- 
son, by  which  thirty-one  persons  were  killed  outright,  and  some  two  hundred 
and  fifty  were  so  seriously  injured  as  to  require  surgical  treatment,  we  should 
be  derelict  in  our  duty  as  a  Board  to  pass  by  in  silence  such  frightful  occur- 
rences. 

THE  CALAMITY  AT  ADRIAN. 

On  the  2d  instant  the  grand-stand  at  the  horse-races  of  the  Lenawee  County 
Agricultural  Fair,  fell  with  a  crash  when  some  2,000  persons  were  in  the  build- 
ing, killing  ten,  and  wounding  between  two  and  three  hundred,  six  of  whom 
have  since  died ;  and  it  is  probable  that  others  are  so  seriously  injured  that 
recovery  is  not  to  be  expected.  Many  of  those  who  have  escaped  death  are  yet 
crippled  for  life,  while  tho  suffering  from  personal  injury,  fright,  and  anxiety 
for  safety  of  friends  is  beyond  human  computation.  If  a  band  of  Ute  war- 
riors had  dashed  into  Adrian,  the  number  of  killed  and  wounded  would  hardly 
have  been  greater  than  by  this  cheaply-built  but  effective  dead-fall. 

Tho  owner,  according  to  the  published  accounts,  seems  to  have  given  his 
chief  attention  how  to  make  the  building  as  cheap  as  possible ;  the  architect 
seems  to  have  known  nothing  about  architecture  or  the  strength  of  materials, 
and  was  incapable  of  copying  a  building  already  erected  ;  while  tho  man  who 
built  this  man-trap  did  not  rise  to  the  level  of  an  ordinary  carpenter.  Yet  to 
such  a  trinity  of  greed  and  folly  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Lenawee 
County  Agricultural  Society  entrusted  tlie  lives  of  2,000  of   their  citizens. 
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And  when  this  wretched  structure  fell,  the  basement  contained  ploughs  and 
buggies,  on  the  broken  fragments  of  which  many  were  impaled  who  had 
escaped  the  falling  timbers. 

It  is  a  misuse  of  words  to  call  this  an  accident,  for  if  any  one  had  used 
sight,  to  say  nothing  of  foresight,  they  must  have  seen  that  the  most  natural 
and  necessary  thing  such  a  structure  could  do  would  be  to  fall  when  loaded 
with  150  tons'  weight  of  any  kind. 

We  hear  of  the  horror  and  remorse  which  fill  the  souls  of  those  who  are 
responsible  for  this  terrible  wrong,  but  the  dead  come  not  back  in  response  to 
tears  and  groans  and  wringing  hands ;  nor  are  the  days  and  months  of  weary 
agony  of  the  wounded  alleviated  by  these  tokens  of  repentance.  I  do  not  utter 
these  words  to  intensify  the  deep  indignation  which  pervades  this  State  over 
this  occurrence.  AVhat  I  demand  is,  that  our  hot  indignation  shall  not  cool 
off  into  pity  and  weak  sentiment,  to  leave  the  public  unprotected  against  the 
recurrence  of  such  wholesale  slaughter. 

THE  JAGKSOK  CALAHITY. 

The  Pacific  express,  on  the  Michigan  Central  Railway,  leaving  Detroit  in  the 
evening  of  October  9,  was  delayed  for  various  reasons  so  that  it  was  about  45 
minutes  late;  but  the  engineer,  by  rapid  driving,  was  making  up  for  lost  time, 
so  that  when  the  train  entered  the  Junction,  two  miles  east  of  Jackson,  it  bad 
recovered  part  of  its  lost  time.  As  it  entered  the  Junction  at  a  high  rate  of 
speed,  it  encountered  a  freight  train  on  the  main  line;  and  although  the 
engine  was  reversed  and  brakes  applied,  the  ill-starred  Pacific  express  collided 
with  the  freight  train  with  such  violence  as  to  wreck  both  trains,  fifteen  per- 
sons being  killed  and  some  thirty-five  wounded  on  the  express  train,  while 
every  person  connected  with  the  freight  train  and  with  the  Junction  escaped 
injury. 

The  Post  and  Tribune  published  an  abstract  of  the  testimony  of  the  persons 
employed  at  the  yard  and  on  the  freight  train,  from  which  it  appears  that  all 
the  parties  concerned — ^the  yard-master,  the  manager  of  the  switch-engine,  the 
fireman,  the  switchmen,  and  the  telegraph  operator — all  knew  that  the  Pacific 
express  was  over-due,  and  yet,  without  knowing  how  soon  the  over-due  train 
would  arrive,  without  placing  any  one  at  the  curve  to  signal  the  approach  of 
this  train,  but  with  a  stupid,  blundering  guess  that  they  had  sufiicient  time  to 
transfer  some  freight  cars  from  north  to  south  side  of  the  yard,  the  freight 
train  was  moved  down  on  to  the  main  line  only  to  encounter  the  express 
train!  Gould  human  folly  exceed  this?  Yet  this  was  done  apparently  with 
the  concurrence  of  all  the  officials  and  employes  at  this  station ;  and  in  such 
hands  is  placed  the  safety  of  the  traveling  public !  Nay,  more !  two  witnesses 
testify  that  the  yard-master  is  iutemperate,  and  he  himself  confessed  that  he 
had  taken  ''one  or  two  glasses  of  brandy ''  the  day  he  appeared  before  the 
railroad  managers,  but  said  he  did  not' drink  any  liquor  the  day  of  the 
accident. 

It  is  a  matter  worthy  of  note  that  the  parties  who  contrived  and  erected  the 
man-trJEip  at  Adrian  all  escaped  injury ;  and  that  those  who  caused  the  wreck 
and  wholesale  manslaughter  at  Jackson  skipped  out  of  the  danger,  while  the 
engineer  and  fireman  of  the  Pacific  express  bravely  met  death  at  the  post  of 
duty. 

You  all  remember  the  disaster  at  Muir,  on  the  Detroit  &  Milwaukee  Rail- 
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road,  six  years  ago«  when  a  freight  traia  raa  infco  the  rear  of  a  disabled 
passenger  train,  killing  and  wounding  a  nnmber  of  passengers.  A  flagmau 
was  sent  back  to  signal  and  stop  the  freight-train ;  but  the  night  was  dark 
and  disagreeable,  and  the  flagman  only  went  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile, 
and  there  waited  for  the  train ;  but  the  train  was  unable  to  stop  at  so  short 
notice,  as  it  was  down-grade,  and  the  rails  were  wet  and  slippery,  and  hence 
the  freight  train  ran  into  the  rear  of  the  passenger  train,  with  the  results 
already  stated.  Some  one  remonstrated  with  the  flagman  when  he  stopped 
to  wait  for  the  train  that  the  distance  was  too  short,  that  he  ought  to  go  up 
farther  to  signal  the  train;  but  he  insolently  answered,  ''Who  is  doing  this 
flagging? ''  and  refused  to  go  any  farther.  When  the  collision  occurred, 
and  five  or  six  persons  were  killed  and  a  greater  number  seriously  wounded, 
this  flagman  skipped  lightly  over  to  Canada  and  escaped  all  punishment  for 
his  crime. 

At  the  time  this  disaster  occurred  at  Muir,  the  Constitutional  Commission 
was  in  session  in  Lansing ;  some  members  of  this  Board  drew  up  and  presented 
a  memorial,  asking  that  some  constitutional  provision  be  inserted  in  our  State 
constitution  by  which  greater  protection  might  be  thrown  around  persons  who 
travel  by  public  conveyance  of  any  kind,  by  steamboats,  railroads,  coaches, 
etc.  A  proposition  was  made  by  a  member  of  the  Commission  to  make  the 
stockholders  liable  to  heavy  damages  for  the  loss  of  life  or  injury  of  person 
resulting  from  the  carelessness  or  neglect  of  any  of  their  employes,  etc.,  but 
this  was  finally  rejected. 

What  is  the  duty  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  with  reference  to  such 
deplorable  occurrences?  I  ask  this  question  without  any  expectation  of  fully 
answering  it  myself,  but  chiefly  to  draw  out  the  opinions  of  the  Board. 
The  coroner's  jury  is  investigating  all  the  circumstances  connected  with 
the  disaster  at  Adrian,  and  another  jury  is  doing  similar  duty  at  Jackson. 
These  juries  are  composed  of  men  of  unusual  intelligence,  and  they  evince 
a  wholesome  disposition  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  the  matter.  It  would  be 
futile  for  us  to  attempt  to  go  over  the  same  ground,  or  to  supplement 
their  investigations. 

One  fact  has  struck  me  very  forcibly,  namely,  that  however  terrible  the 
accident,  or  however  many  may  be  killed  or  mutilated,  no  person  is  ever  pun- 
ished for  the  accident  except  the  innocent  sufferers  themselves.  The  usual 
verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  is,  ''No  one  to  blame."  A  great  many  so-called 
accidents  have  occurred  in  this  country,  and  very  many  of  them  preventable 
or  avoidable  by  the  use  of  ordinary  prudence  on  the  part  of  officials  and 
employes ;  yet  where  is  the  man  who  has  been  hung,  imprisoned,  or  even  fined 
for  such  slaughter  of  human  beings?  The  only  person  of  this  class  who  hod 
justice  in  any  form  meted  out  to  him  was  an  employe  on  the  Boston  &  Maine 
Railroad,  and  I  am  not  certain  that  he  did  not  escape  punishment  at  last.  It 
is  to  be  hoped  that  a  roused  and  indignant  public  will  not  permit  these  recent 
offenders  to  go  unwhipped  of  justice. 

The  question  of  the  first  importance  is  in  regard  to  our  laws  in  reference  to 
the  responsibility,  both  pecuniary  and  criminal,  of  those  through  whose  acts  or 
neglects  such  calamities  may  occur.  Do  our  laws  throw  all  necessary  protec- 
tion around  the  lives  of  persons  in  public  buildings  and  places,  or  when  travel- 
ing in  any  public  conveyance?  Are  our  laws  sufficiently  explicit  to  secure  the 
punishment  on  conviction  of  any  or  all  the  parties  whose  acts  or  neglects  have 
caused  either  of  the  two  great  calamities  which  now  demand  redress  in  the 


102        STATE  BOARD^OP  HEAI.TH— REPORT  OF  SECRETARY,  1879. 

present  and  prevention  in  the  f atnre  ?  I  ask  that  this  whole  subject  be  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Legislation  in  the  Interests  of  Public  Health,  to 
report  at  some  f  ntnre  meeting  of  the  Board,  and  to  recommend  snch  legisla- 
tion as  may  be  needed  for  the  public  safety.'^ 

E.  C.  KEDZIE. 
Lansing,  Oct.  14,  1879. 

*  [This  commanication  was  accepted  with  tlianks,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  in  the  Annnal 
Beport;  it  was  also  referred  to  the  committee  on  legislation  in  the  interests  of  pnblio  health,  to 
report  at  some  f  atiire  meeting  of  the  Board  whether  any  additional  legislation  is  required  to  more 
effeotoally  gaard  the  public  safety,  and  in  case  the  committee  should  deem  any  additional  legisla. 
tion  requisite,  to  prepare  a  bill  containing  the  provisions  necessary  to  this  purpose.— H.  B.  B.,  Sec] 
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This  report  will  bo  basod  only  ou  the  papers  and  comnmnications  which 
have  been  referred  to  the  committee  under  a  recent  resolation  of  the  Board. 
A  far  more  exhanstive  and^  it  seems  to  me,  useful  report  could  have  been  made 
had  it  been  based  upon  all  the  facts  pertaining  to  such  diseases  contained  in 
the  reports  of  the  various  health  officers  of  the  State,  and  the  communications 
of  the  correspondents  of  the  Board,  could  th^y  have  been  properly  compiled; 
and  we  would  recommend  that  in  future  all  such  facts  as  have  reference  to,  or 
bearing  upon,  epidemic,  endemic,  or  contagious  diseases,  contained  in  the 
reports  of  health  officers  or  communications  of  correspondents,  be  properly 
compiled  in  the  office  and  put  into  the  hands  of  the  proper  committee  as  a 
basis  for  his  annual  report. '^ 

I.-DIPHTHEMA. 

The  following  communications  relating  to  Diphtheria  have  been  referred 
to  the  committee : — 

1.  A  report  by  E.  N.  Palmer,  M.  D.,  of  Brooklyn,  Mich.,  as  health  officer, 
for  1878,  of  Columbia  township,  Jackson  county.  This  report  shows  that  for 
1878  there  occurred  in  this  township,  in  the  practice  of  Dr.  Palmer,  Dr.  Will 
Hyndnian,  Dr.  J.  A.  Porter,  and  Dr.  S.  R.  Cook,  G7  cases  of  diphtheria,  and 
two  cases  of  scarlet  fever.  Of  the  diphtheria  coses,  11  died  and  56  arc 
reported  as  ''living."  Both  cases  of  scarlet  fever  are  reported  as  "living." 
This  report  was  dated  Brooklyn,  Jan.  10,  1879. 

2.  In  the  month  of  December,  1878,  Dr.  Palmer  sent  to  the  Secretary  of 
this  Board  a  communication,  "a^  to  the  cases  presenting  very  curious  symp- 
tomSf  entirely  unlike  those  usually  observed.'^  The  cases  reported  in  this  paper 
are  all  of  so  much  interest  that  we  incorporate  the  paper  as  a  part  of  this 
report. 

*  Under  present  methods,  very  much  relating  to  this  sabject  is  published  in  separate  articles, 
compiled  and  prepared  under  the  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  as,  for  instance,  the 
article  in  this  volume  on  the  **  Diseases  la  Michigan  In  187S,'*  also  the  one  entitled  "  Weekly 
Reports  of  Diseases  in  Michigan  in  1878,"— the  first  named  being  a  careful  compilation  of  replies  by 
the  regular  correspondents  of  the  Board,  the  last  named  article  being  a  compilation  of  reports 
made  weekly  by  health  oi&oers  of  cities,  and  by  those  correspondents  who  consent  to  act  for  this 
purpose  as  obserrers  of  diseases;  both  of  these  articles  Include  editorial  notes  and  comments  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  under  whose  direction  the  material  has  been  collected. 
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CASES  OP  DIPHTHKRIA  PRESENTING    CURIOUS    AND    UNUSUAL    STMPTOMS; 

REPORTED  BY 

E.  N.  PALMER,  M.  D., 

OF  BROOKLYN,  MICH. 

Brooklyn,  Jackson  Co.,  Mich.,  December,  1878. 
Henry  B.  Baker ^  Lansing,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Doctor: — In  reply  to  your  request  of  December  17, 1  transmit  the  follow! nfi^* 
As  to  the  cases  ^presenting  very  cnrioiis  symptoms, entirely  unlike  those  usaaliy 
observed,^  I  leave  for  you  to  judge,  although  to  me  the  symptoms,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  extreme  offensiveness  and  swelling,  and  in  some  cases  its  malignancy, 
were  alike  those  cases  that  I  have  treated  in  previous  years. 

The  cases  of  the  disease  could  be  easily  separated  into  the  divisions  some  author- 
ity (I  have  forgotten  who)  has  given,  namely:  simple,  croupous,  ulcerative,  and 
malignant. 

Fatal  Cases. 

Case  1. — Myra  C,  aged  C  years.  Taken  sick  October  15.  Saw  her  the  next  day  at 
3  P.  M.  Symptoms:  high  fever,  pulse  128,  membrane  covering  her  throat  com- 
pletely; her  nostrils,  also,  were  filled  full.  The  membrane  was  then  of  a  yellowish 
color.  The  disease  continued  about  the  same  until  Oct.  18,  when  swelling  of  the 
glands  began  to  increase  rapidly;  also  signs  of  great  prostration;  temperature  sank 
from  102^**  to  98}^*  (F.)  in  axilla;  some  albuminuria.  Oct.  19,  temperature  98i{'; 
albumen  increased  largely;  pulse  140,  feeble;  profuse  nosebleed.  Oct.  20,  temper- 
ature 98%  suppression  of  urine,  pulse  38,  extremities  cold,  membrane  all,  or  nearly 
all,  sloughed  off,  profuse  capillary  bleeding  from  entire  surface  of  the  throat.  Oct. 
21,  same  symptoms  continued,  and  she  died  at  6  P.  M. 

Case  2, — Delia  C,  aged  12,  scrofulous  parentage,  not  well  fed  or  properly  clothed. 
Taken  sick  Oct.  30.  bymptoms:  high  fever,  delirious,  temperature  101}^%  glands  of 
the  neck  swollen,  pulse  120,  membrane  only  on  one  tonsil.  The  disease  pursued  its 
usual  course,  the  membrane  all  disappearing  upon  the  6th  day.  Dismissed  the  case 
on  the  7th  day,  as  I  found  her  sitting  up  in  a  chair  sewing.  The  next  day  was  called 
to  see  another  case  in  the  same  family;  found  Delia  complaining  of  swelling  of 

f;lands  outside  of  throat;  made  examination  inside  and  found  membrane  reftppear- 
ng,  fever  returned,  temperature  103}^",  pulse  120.  The  next  day  some  albumen  in 
urine,  temperature  101%  pulse  90,  swelling  of  the  glands  increased,  membrane  all 
over  her  throat,  some  sanious  discharge  from  nose,  and  slight  vomiting,  great 
thirst.  This  state  of  things  continued,  with  the  exception  of  gradual  reduction  of 
temperature  and  slowing  of  the  pulse,  until  the  third  day  after,  when  her  tempera- 
ture was  97}^%  her  pulse  36,  vomiting  constant,  membrane  gone  leaving  ragged 
ulcers,  which,  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two,  left  quite  large  cavities,— one  nearly 
through  to  the  skin.  This  state  of  things  continued  without  much  change  until  the 
18th  day,  when  her  extremities  became  cold,  no  pulse  at  the  elbow.  She  died  on  the 
19th  day,  keeping  her  strength  to  the  last,  getting  out  of  bed,  without  assistance, 
five  minutes  before  she  died. 

Case  3. — .Johnnie  S.,  aged  9,  scrofulous,  asthmatic,  weak  constitution.  Taken  sick 
Nov.  21,  malignant  from  outset.  On  the  7th  day  membrane  had  disappeared  from 
throat  and  nose,  but  bloody,  offensive  discharge  continued  for  some  days  after.  The 
glands  of  the  neck,  which  up  to  this  had  been  considerably  swollen,  now  began  to 
swell  more,  and  a  slight,  hacking  cough  began  to  show  itself.  At  this  time  he  con- 
tinued to  eat  well,  and  there  was  nothing  to  indicate  a  fatal  result  except  the  condi- 
tion of  the  neck.  On  the  9th  day  I  found  his  pulse  suddenly  lowered  from  108  to  45, 
with  occasional  intermissions  of  a  beat.  Not  being  satisfied  with  the  hired  nurse 
(his  mother  was  confined  on  the  7th  day  of  his  sickness),  I  remained  with  him  all 
night  myself,  and  left  him  the  next  morning  with  pulse  at  80,  and  to  all  appearances 
improving.  At  3  P.  M.sent  for  in  haste,  the  boy  said  to  be  dying.  Found  him  in  a 
state  of  syncope.  Stimulants,  until  ether  was  tried  and  had  no  effect;  the  heart 
would  beat  occasionally;  used  galvanic  battery,  one  pole  over  the  heart  and  the  other 
to  the  nape  of  the  neck.  In  the  coui*se  of  fifteen  minutes  heart  began  to  act  more, 
regularly,  and  after  a  few  doses  of  belladona  and  musk,  his  pulse  beat  regular  at  42. 
From  this  time  on  he  began  to  improve,  and  continued  to  do  so  for  seven  davs,  when 
the  powers  of  life  began  to  fail,  and  he  died  on  the  nineteenth  day  of  his  sickness. 

Case  ^.—Clarence  Shnart,  aged  6,  a  strong,  healthy  child,  a  cousin  of  case  1.  Ton- 
sils somewhat  enlarged.  Taken  sick  Nov.  21;  amount  of  membrane  not  very  large, 
extending  only  over  tonsils;  fever  quite  high,  temperature  102}j{%  pulse  148,  no 
Tomiting,  glands  swollen  slightly.    The  3d  day  membrane  all  disappeared,  child  up 
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and  briicht,  no  fever,  pulse  120,  temperature  100*.    The  4th  day  did  not  see  him  until 
10  P.  M.;  appeared  improvlnp^,  except  slight  stridulous  breathing.    The  stethoscope 

f^avc  nejcative  results,  but  aslced  for  counsel.    The  5th  day  revealed  membrane  in 
arynx  and  trachea.    The  6th  day  Dr.  Hyndman,  of  Norvell,  was  called  in  counsel. 
The  7th  day  he  died  from  suffbtuition.    No  albumen  in  urine  from  beginning  to  end. 

Query:  What  was  the  difference  between  this  case  and  one  of  pseudo-membranous 
croup? 

Ca$e  5.— Ida  S.,  sister  of  case  3,  aged  11.  Taken  Nov.  27.  Saw  her  first  at  6  A.  M. 
(having  been  at  ttie  house  all  night);  glands  swollen  slightly,  no  fever,  two  minute 
patches  of  membrane,  one  on  each  tonsil,  about  the  size  of  a  millet  seed,  pulse  88, 
tongue  slightly  coated.  Saw  her  again  at  10  A.M.,  only  4  hours  after;  membrane 
thiclc,  opaque,  and  extending  nearly  over  the  entire  throat,  and  appearing  also  in 
the  nose;  temperature  102^%  pulse  130,  headache,  vomiting' severe.  By  the  3d  day 
bloody  discharge  from  throat  and  nose;  4th  day  albumen  present;  glands  had  con- 
tinued to  enlarge,  face  swollen, discharge  from  eyes  and  ears  in  addition;  5th  day 
patches  of  membrane  on  the  face  to  the  number  of  7;  the  roof  of  mouth  all  covered 
with  membrane.  This  state  of  things  continued  until  her  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  8th  day,  except  that  the  membrane  on  her  throat  sloughed  off  on  the  6th  day  so 
that  she  could  swallow  and  breathe  easily.  When  she  died  she  had  her  strength  and 
consciousness  fully,  sitting  up  without  assistance,  taking  a  dose  of  medicine,  and 
instantly  dropped  on  to  the  pillow  dead. 

This  ends  the  list  of  my  fatal  cases  out  of  thirty-four  treated  during  the  epidemic 
Some  of  the  cases  tliat  recovered,  at  the  outset  appeared  to  be  as  bad  as  any  of  tliese 
reported,  except  that  none  of  them  had  the  croupous  form.  In  my  opinion  if  a  per- 
son has  that  form  of  the  disease  you  might  Just  as  well  send  for  the  undertaker  and 
have  him  prepare  a  coffin  at  once.  I  have  never  known  a  case  of  that  kind  to  recover, 
with  or  without  tracheotomy;  and  I  think  that  operation  unjustifiable  in  diphtheria 
in  every  case.  Very  respectfully, 

E.  N.  PALMER, 
Health  Officer  of  Township  of  Columbia^  Jackson  Co, 

3.  A  third  commuuicatioDy  in  reply  to  some  inquiries  niado  by  Dr.  Baker, 
is  as  follows : — 

CONTAGIOUSNESS  OF  DIPHTHERIA,  SANITARY    SURROUNDINGS   OF  FAMILIES  IN  WHICH 
IT  OCCURRED,  AND  ITS   PERIOD  OF    INCUBATION, — COMMUNICATION  FROM 

E.  N.  PALMER,  M.  D., 

OF  BROOKLYN,  MICH. 

Brooklyn,  January,  1879. 
Henry  B.  Baker ^  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Doctor: — Tour  communication  of  January  4, 1879,  relative  to  diphtheria, 
its  source,  etc.,  is  at  hand,  in  reply  I  would  say  that  in  our  epidemic  here  I  have 
taken  great  pains  to  ascertain:  First,  As  to  its  contagiousness ;  Second,  As  to  bad 
sanitary  surroundings ;  Third,  The  period  of  incubation,  I  beg  leave  to  transmit  the 
following,  putting  in  only  those  cases  that  bear  particularly  on  the  above  questions, 

FIRST  series  of  CASES. 

CFamily  of  Stephen  Rice^  Township  of  Norvell,) 

Locality,— On  a  high,  gravelly  knoll. 

Household ;  exposure  to  winds  from  any  direction ;  no  shade-trees.  No  history  of 
diphtheria.  Tlie  family  had  lived  in  the  hou9e  for  ten  or  more  years;  family  clean 
and  neat;  cellar  in  good  condition,  except  a  small  keg  of  ^soap-grease.*'  No  disin- 
fectants used;  sink  in  back  room,  with  outlet  into  a  hole  dug  in  the  ground  Just  out- 
outside  the  house,  on  south-west  corner,  and  filled  with  stones;  sink  nearly  Aill  of 
slops,  and  on  removing  the  surface  of  the  ground  over  the  hole  on  the  outside  of  the 
house  the  water  (very  offensive)  oozed  out. 

Drinking-water,  good. 

Privy.  80  feet  from  house. 

In  a  bedroom  in  southwest  corner  of  house,  and  in  second  story,  directly  over  the 
cess-pool  before  mentioned,  slept  Fletcher,  aged  13,  and  Charles,  aged  15. 

Persons  sick,--(Cuse  1.)  Fletcher  K.,  aged  13  years;  attacked  July  20, 1878,  with 
diphtheria,  croupous  form.    Duration,  8  days;  termination,  fatal. 

Concerning  Contagion. — No  exposure  anywhere,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained. 

Additional  Cases. —(Cases  2  and  3.)  Charlie  K.,  aged  16,  and  Ada  K.,  aged  6;  taken 
sick  July  28.    1  saw  the  two  latter  July  30,  in  counsel.    Both  had  the  malignant  form. 
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(Advised  removinj^  the  other  two  children  from  the  house,  which  was  done,  and  they 
escaped  having  the  disease.)  Ada  died  tlie  5th  of  August:  Charlie  recovered.  No 
public  funeral  was  alloxoed^  and  no  one  vja$  allowed  to  visit  tlie  house^  except  the  nurse  and 
physician. 

SECOND  SBaiES  OF  CASES.* 

{Family  of Knoviles^  a  Farmer,) 

Locality. —Country^  1  mile  from  **Rlce*s,^*  due  south;  soil  sandy,  hut  rather  low. 

House.— Old,  hut  clean;  sanitary  condition  and  surroundins^s  good. 

Water-supply. — Well,  excellent;  20  feet  to  water;  hricked  up;  platform  new  and 
sound ;  well  protected  from  surface-water. 

Privy— 100  feet  from  well,  with  the  dip  in  the  opposite  direction. 

Persons  sick.— {Case  4.)  Henry,  aged  25;  attacked  August  2,  1878.  First  symp- 
toms: chill,  fever,  and  vomitinc^;  membrane  abundant  by  second  day.  Disease  ran  7 
or  8  days,  terminating  favorably. 

Concerning  Contagion.— Ke  had  been  nowhere  where  there  had  been  diphtheria  that 
he  knew  of;  but  had  conversed  several  times  vjith  the  father  of  tlie  Bice  children^  vhile 
they  were  sick. 

Additional  Cases.— {Case  5.)  Charles  W.,  who  was  helping  case  4  run  a  threshing 
machine  when  case  4  was  taken  sick;  attacked  August  6,1878.  Disease  ran  7  or  8 
days  and  terminated  favorably.  Two  children  of  Geo.  K.,  at  whose  house  case  5 
stayed  during  his  sickness,  were  both  taken  sick,  August  13,  with  chill,  fever,  vomit- 
ing, and  sore  throats,  the  throat  being  the  essential  difficulty:  but  no  membrane 
appeared  except  a  few  white  spots.  Disease  ran  6  or  7  days.  1  aid  not  record  them 
as  cases  of  diphtheria,  although  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  that  was  the  dHHcuUy^  and 
treated  them  accordingly. 

THIRD  SERIES  OF  CASES.*^ 

(Family  of .) 

ZocaZi(2/.—-Brooklyn  village ;  soil  sandy;  situation  dry. 

Bouae.— Old  frame  house;  family  had  lived  in  house  for  ten  or  fifteen  years;  cellar 
good,  but  had  some  decaying  vegetables.  No  disinfectants  had  been  used  previously  to 
the  outbreak. 

Fuel.— Wood  piled  near  the  house;  yard  very  filthy. 

TFa£er-«tipp^.— Drinking-water  from  an  open  well,  about  twenty  feet  fk*om  house ; 
stoned  up,  with  brick  near  the  bottom;  about  20  feet  deep:  sand  all  the  way  down; 
had  not  been  cleaned  in  some  years;  ^Z2  of  dibris  that  the  children  had  thrown  in. 

Prt'vj^.— Over  pit  dug  in  ground;  running  over  full,  and  oozing  out  on  the  south  side. 
Had  not  been  cleaned  in  ten  years,  or  rather  not  since  it  had  oeen  built;  /^om  twenty 
to  thirty  feet  from  well. 

Persons  sick.— {Cases  6  and  7.)  Milo  F.,  aged  10,  and  Willis  F.,  aged  8;  were  not 
sick  enough  to  need  a  physician,  and  recovered  in  the  usual  time.  (My  attention 
was  called  to  the  cases  by  their  father,  buJt  there  being  no  prospect  of  pay,  I  concluded 
they  were  not  very  sick,  and  sent  them  some  medicine.)  They  were  taken  sick  dur- 
ing the  last  of  September  or  first  of  October,  1878. 

Concerning  Contagion. — When  my  attention  was  called  to  these  cases  I  could  not 
suspect  they  were  derived  from  contagion;  but  after  some  time  the  father  recollected 
of  conversing  a  half-hour  or  more  with  Mr.  Corey,  of  Kelly^s  Corners,  together  with  the 
boys,  seated  round  the  stove.  Mr.  Corey  had  been  sitting  up  all  the  night  previous 
with  a  case  of  diphtheria;  had  laid  out  the  child,  and  come  here,  a  distance  of  five 
miles,  to  procure  a  coffin,  without  changing  his  clothes. 

AddUional  Cases.— {Case  8.)  Minnie  S.,  aged  8,  taken  sick  October  9,1878.  Had 
the  usual  symptoms;  disease  was  quite  malignant,  but  child  recovered  after  some  two 
weeks,  with  the  exception  of  partial  loss  of  sight,  she  not  being  able  to  read  as  yet, 
January  8, 1879.  There  were  seve^i  cases  following  these,  of  which  I  have  no  record, 
as  they  were  treated  by  another  physician,  two  in  each  of  the  houses  adjoining 
the  above,  and  three  directly  opposite,— across  the  street;  all  children  except  one; 
and  as  the  families  are  unusually  intimate,  there  was  almost  constant  intermingling  of 
the  children.    All  recovered. 

FOURTH  SERIES  OP  CASES.* 

{Family  of  P.  Cromb,  a  Farmer.) 

Locality.— Country ;  soil  sandy;  situation  high  and  dry. 

House.— FrsLine,  new  and  roomy;  everything  clean  and  neat  in  the  house  and  out  of 
doors. 


*i Reported  by  Dr.  Palmer.] 
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Water-supply,— Ab  good  as  could  bo  found  in  tlie  country. 

PWry.— New,  and  at  least  200  feet  from  house  or  well. 

PerBOHM  Sick.'-^CaBe  16.)  Myra  Cromb,  aged  6.  Taken  sick  October  14,  1878,  at 
scbool,  about  10  A.  M.,  with  the  usual  symptoms  of  chill,  fever,  vomiting,  etc  She 
remained  in  school  until  4  P.  M.,  and  then  went  home  during  a  rain-storm,  a  distance 
of  15i  miles.  On  account  of  illness  I  did  not  see  her  until  3  P.M. the  next  day,  when 
the  disease  exhibited  itself  in  its  most  malignant  form.  Disease  ran  until  the  7th 
day,  when  she  died  from  blood-poisoning  and  hemorrhage  from  throat. 

Ooneemii^f  Contagion, — Ten  days  previously  the  motf^er  and  her  two  children  had 
spent  the  dap  at  Mr.  F^e  (Cases  6  and 7.) 

Additional  Cases.-^Cases  17  and  18.)  Ida  Cromb,  aged  3,  and  Mrs.  Alice  Cromb 
(the  mother);  taken  sick  October  18,  the  mother  recovering  in  the  course  of  ten  days, 
and  the  child  in  the  course  of  three  weeks,  with  the  exception  of  some  paralysis  of 
the  throat  and  enlargement  of  the  neck  glands,  which  remains  to  this  date.  {Case 
19.)  Miss  A.  Cromb.  aged  25  (sister  to  husband),  came  there  from  Clinton  to  help 
nurse,  October  20,1878;  taken  sick  October  2G  with  diphtheria.  The  disease  ran  its 
usual  course,  and  she  was  able  to  go  home  in  two  weeks. 

FIFTH  SERIES  OF  CASES.*^ 

(Family  of  W.  A.  BartleU^  a  Farmer.) 

Locality.— About  40  rods  from  fourth  series  of  cases. 

/fottte.— Old,  but  good;  sanitary  condition  in  the  house  and  out  of  doors  very  fair; 
family  had  lived  in  house  about  three  weeks. 

TFa(tfr-ftc|>pfy.~Drinking-water,  from  an  old  open  well,  stoned  up;  not  of  the  best 
character. 

Privy.— Old  and  full,  but  too  far  away  from  house  or  well  to  affect  them. 

Persons  Sick.—^Case  20.)  A  babe  18  months  old;  attacked  October  23.  1878. 
Symptoms:  fever,  vomiting,  and  membrane  filling  throat  and  nose;  glands  of  neck 
swollen  badly.  The  disease  abated  in  the  course  of  eight  days,  and  the  child  recov- 
ered. 

Concerning  Contagion.— ^rs,  Cromb  (caso  18)  went  to  Mr.  B.^s  house,  October  16, 
after  some  hops.    She  remained  an  hour  or  more,  and  took  the  child  on  her  lap. 

Additional  Vases.— (Case  21.)  Daniel  Dubois  (half-brother),  aged  11;  attacked 
November  6, 1878.  The  disease  presented  the  usual  symptoms  of  malignant  diph- 
theria; ran  its  usual  course,  but  recovery  was  somewhat  slow,  with  sequela  of  para- 
lysis of  vocal  cords.  {Case  22.)  Charles  Knowles,  living  in  same  house,  aged  30; 
attacked  November  11.    The  disease  ran  its  usual  course,  and  he  recovered. 

SIXTH  SERIES  OF  CASES.*^ 

{FamUy  of  E.  E.  Ferguson^  a  Farmer.) 

Locality.— Country ;  low,  level,  and  sandy;  exposure,  west. 

J^otue.— New,  brick,  weli  lighted,  rooms  high  and  large. 

WateT'Svpply. — From  shallow  well,  7  feet  to  water;  undoubtedly  pure. 

Privy.— New,  made  with  boxes  to  draw  out  and  empty;  was  well  disinfected  with 
chloride  of  lime. 

Persons  Sick.—(  Cases  23,  24, 25,  and  26.)  Harry  Hopper,  aged  4 ;  Chas.  F.,  aged  10 ; 
Feba  F.,  aged  8,  and  Henry  F.,  aged  12.  Case  23  was  attacked  October  27,  and  the 
other  three  October  29.  In  these  cases  the  disease  was  very  mild,  the  membrane 
cleaning  off  on  the  5th  dav,  and  they  all  recovered  without  any  sequelae. 

Concerning  Contagion. — They  were  all  at  school  with  case  16,  and  came  home  the  same 
road  for  a  mile  and  otter  together. 

SEVENTH  SERIES  OF  CASES.** 

(Family  of  James  Shuart.  a  Farmer.) 

Locality.— High  and  dry ;  exposure,  west. 

Ho%ise.— An  old  shop  re-modeled  into  a  dwelling;  two  living-rooms  and  two  bed- 
rooms ;  low  between  Joints. 

Water-supply.— From  well,  open,  sixty  feet  deep ;  water  very  good. 

Privy. — Near  house,  and  foul. 

Persons  sick.— (Case  27.)  Clarence  S.,  aged  6;  attacked  Nov.  21,1878.  Symptoms: 
Chill,  followed  by  fever;  vomiting;  sore  throat;  membrane  not  very  extensive, 
which  cleared  off  on  the  24th.  but  was  succeeded  by  croupous  symptoms,  and  he  died 
the  28th  day  of  November,  1878. 

•[Reported  by  Dr.  Palmer.] 
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Concerning  contagion,— Cases  17  and  18,  Mrs.  Cromb  and  her  daughter,  had  gone  to 
spend  the  winter  from  their  home  to  her  father's,  whose  house  wa9  just  across  the 
road  from  Jas.  Shuart^s;  and  the  8th  day  previous  to  his  attack  the  boy  was  over  there 
and  spent  part  of  the  day.    Case  17  had  not  fUlly  recovered  at  that  time. 

Additional  cases.— {Case  28.)  Frank  Shuart,  aged  3;  attacked  November  27,1878. 
The  disease  in  this  case  was  mild  and  she  made  a  good  recovery. 

EIGHTH  SERIES  OF  CASES.* 

(^Family  of  Geo.  Collar^  a  day  laborer.) 

Locality.— 'In  village  of  Brooklyn,  next  lot  north  from  cases  6  and  7;  soil  tlie  same. 

Bouse. — Very  old,  windows  broken,  the  house  dilapidated  generally.    No  cellar. 

Water-supply. —From  open  well,  full  of  sticks,  pieces  of  boards;  about  10  feet  from 
house ;  t?ie  space  between  was  used  for  slops. 

Privy.—T rom  80  to  100  feet  from  house,  but  very  foul. 

Persons  sick.— {Case  29.)  Delia  Collar,  aged  12;  attacked  October  28,  1878.  The 
case  was  very  malignant,  and  she  died  of  paralysis  of  the  heart  November  15, 1878. 

Concerning  contagion. — She  had  been  back  and  forth  and  to  school  every  day  with  cases 
6  and?. 

Additional  Cases.— (Case  30.)  Cora  C,  aged  9,  attacked  November  4,  1878.  This 
case  was  quite  malignant,  but  recovered;  was  dismissed  the  16th  day  of  November, 
1878.  I  find  that  if  I  should  report  all  the  cases  in  full  that  bear  upon  the  points 
mentioned  in  your  letter,  it  would  take  too  much  space;  consequently  I  change  the 
programme  and  classify  cases,  as  follows: — 

1.    CASES  APPARENTLY  COMMUNICATED  BY  PERSONS  NOT  HAVING  THE  DISEASE. 

Libbie  King,  aged  14,  and  Maggie  Hinshaw,  aged  11,  pupils  in  grammar  depart- 
ment ;  both  taken  with  diphtheria  November  9, 1878.  The  first  sat  with^  and  the  other 
on  the  seat  directly  in  front  of  Nellie  He^  whose  brother  was  sick  with  diphtheria  and  Jiad 
been  for  ten  days  previous  to  the  9th  of  November.  Nellie  was  in  and  out  of  the  sick- 
room as  she  pleased,  and  was  attacked  herself  about  a  week  later.  There  had  been  no 
other  exposure,  and  those  three  were  all  of  the  cases  in  that  department,  except 
those  who  were  exposed  by  direct  contact  at  home. 

2.    APPARENT  COMMUNICATION  BY  CONVALESCENTS. 

Johnnie  Sheridan,  attacked  November  17,1878;  in  primary  department;  sat  in  seat 
adjoining  cases  6  and  7,  before  mentioned. 

ONE  CASE  WITH  BUT  ONE  HOUR  OR  LESS   EXPOSURE. 

Brayton  Wright  ate  dinner  on  November  4, 1878,  at  the  house  of  W.  A.  Bartlett, 
(case  20)  and  was  attacked  November  11, 1878. 

ISOLATION  OF  CASES. 

A  few  words  in  regard  to  isolation,  and  I  close.  In  the  family  of  Geo.  Collar  Teases 
29  and  30)  there  were  five  children.  When  case  29  was  taken  sick  the  other  children 
were  removed  to  another  part  of  the  house,  with  the  communication  between  closed. 
No  person  who  took  care  of  the  sick  was  allowed  with  them.  Not  one  more  of  the 
children  except  Cora,  case  30,  had  the  disease,  and  she  slept  with  case  29  the  night 
she  was  taken  sick. 

In  the  Sheridan  family,  not  mentioned  here  but  in  my  other  communication,  there 
were  five  children.  The  first  case  was  promptly  isolated,  and  but  one  more  of  the 
children  was  attacked,  and  she  slept  with  the  other  before  he  was  isolated. 

May  Beynolds,  attacked  October  23, 1878.  There  were  two  younger  children  in«the 
family  that  were  removed  the  same  day  to  a  neighbor's;  in  three  weeks,  after  thor- 
ough fumigation,  they  were  brought  back,  and  there  were  no  more  cases  in  this 
family. 

Carrie  F.,  aged  30,  whom  I  had  employed  as  a  nurse,  was  attacked  December  9, 1878, 
at  home.  The  younger  children  were  kept  in  another  part  of  the  house,  disinfectants 
were  freely  used,  and  no  communication  was  allowed;  no  further  cases  in  this  family. 

In  families  where  isolation  could  not  be,  or  was  not  cflected,  as  a  rule  the  children, 
were  all  attacked  with  the  disease  where  their  ages  were  not  above  sixteen  years. 

All  of  which  is  resi)ectfully  submitted. 

E.  N.  PALMER, 

Jlealth  Officer. 


•[Reported  by  Dr.  ralmcr.] 
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Accompanying  this  report  was  a  brief  statement  of  the  action  of  the  board 
of  health  and  the  health  officer,  as  follows : — 

ACTION  OF  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  AND  HEALTH  OFFICER  OF  COLUMBIA  TOWNSHIP,  JACKSON 
CO.,  WITH  REFERENCE  TO  THE  ABOVE  OUTBREAK  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

October  16, 1878,  the  health  officer  visited  every  house  in  the  villaire,  and  inspected 
houses,  cellars,  and  yards.  To  some  he  gave  verbal  directions,  and  of  eleven  places  in 
the  village  he  made  a  written  complaint  to  the  board  of  health,  with  recommenda- 
tions in  regard  to  them.  The  board  served  a  notice  on  each  occupant,  and  the  rec- 
ommendations were  mostly  carried  out.  In  nine  of  the  places  complained  of  there 
were  cases  of  diphtheria  at  that  time  or  before  the  epidemic  ceased.  Tlie  other  two 
were  not  occupied  by  families  that  had  any  small  children. 

On  November  15, 1878,  at  the  request  of  the  health  officer,  the  board  served  a  writ- 
ten notice  on  the  director  of  the  school  district  to  close  the  school  forthwith  and  not 
allow  it  to  be  opened  until  in  the  opinion  of  said  board  it  could  be  done  with  safety. 
From  this  date  there  were  bat  two  cases  that  appeared  outside  of  families  that  then 
had  the  disease.  One  of  those  was  Johnnie  Sheridan,  before  mentioned  under  the 
head  of  ^communication  by  convalescents;^  and  the  other.  Bertha  Carter,  who  had 
been  visiting  in  a  family  that  had  had  the  disease  a  few  weeks  before. 

On  December  9, 1878,  they  gave  permission  to  have  the  school  opened,  with  this 

groviso,  ^That  no  scholar  should  be  allowed  to  attend  school  from  families  that  then 
ad  the  disease,  and  that  no  pupil  who  had  had  the  disease  within  the  past  60  days, 
or  who  belonged  to  families  where  the  disease  had  prevailed  during  the  same  length 
of  time,  should  be  allowed  to  attend  without  a  certificate  from  the  attending  phy- 
sician that  the  pupil  or  pupils  were  in  no  danger  of  communicating  the  disease.^ 
Since  the  ninth  of  December,  1878,  there  have  been  no  new  cases  of  the  disease  in  the 
village,  except  the  Rev.  Mr.  Eichbaum  and  wife,  who  were  reported  as  having  it  very 
light.  As  their  children  did  not  any  of  them  have  St,  the  report  may  be  questioned. 
I  would  say  further  that  there  has  not  been  a  solitary  instance  of  the  disease  In 
Brooklyn  or  vicinity,  among  families  that  took  my  advice,  and  kept  their  children  at 
home  and  stayed  away  from  it  themselves.  I  attribute  the  cessation  of  the  epidemic 
to  two  or  three  reasons : — 
Firsts  The  action  of  the  hoard  oj  health; 

Second^  The  ^orts  of  the  physicians  in  impressing  upon  the  minds  of  the  people  the  danger 
of  contagion^  and  the  interdictina^  as  far  as  possible^  people  who  had  children  visiting  the 
sick;  and  I  might  probably  add  a 

Thirds  BurySig  the  dead  as  soon  as  possible  without  a  public  burial  service. 
The  slight  mortality,  tiijere  being  but  six  deaths  in  the  village,  I  attribute  to  the 
cleanliness  of  the  village  and  the  early  use  of  disinfectants  where  they  were  neces- 
sary. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  N.  PALMER, 
Health  Officer  of  the  TownsJiip  of  Columbia. 

4.  In  April,  1879,  the  following  comraunicatiou  was  sent  to  the  office  of 
the  Secretary  by  Dr.  C.  W.  Marvin,  of  Ithaca,  Gratiot  coanty : — 

SOME  THOUGHTS   AND   FACTS  CONCERNING  DIPHTHERIA   AS  TT  PREVAILED  IN  ITHACA 

AND  VICINITY,  GRATIOT  COUNTY,  MICH.,  FROM  JUNE,  1877,  UP  TO  NOVEMBER,  1878,— 

REPORTED  TO  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  IN  MARCH,  1879,  BY 

C.  W.  MARVIN,  M.  D., 

OP  ITHACA,  MICH. 

Diphtheria  appeared  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Bowen,  the  proprietor  of  a  slaughter-house 
on  section  36  of  Arcada,  and  about  60  rods  to  the  north-west  of  the  village  of  Ithaca, 
in  the  month  of  June,  1877.  Mr.  Bowen  has  quite  a  family  of  children,  and  his  being  the 
nearest  house  to  the  slaughter-shop  the  six  children  were  about  it  considerably.  1  here 
was  no  means  taken  to  disinfect  the  place,  tlie  offal  falling  into  a  low  place  behind 
the  shop.  From  Mr.  Boweu's  family  the  disease  spread  east  and  south-east.  By  the 
12th  of  July  the  disease  appeared  in  some  8  or  10  families  in  Ithaca,  and  not  over  ^ 
a  mile  from  where  first  starting;  there  were  some  7  deaths;  and  by  the  first  of  Sep- 
tember the  disease  subsided  in  Ithaca;  and  in  first  part  of  October  diphtheria  ap- 
peared 1  mile  north  In  one  family;  and  in  December  there  was  one  case  in  a  family  2 
miles  north  and  14  ^  ^^^^  ^^st,  and  another  case  1  mile  north  and  2}^  miles  east  of 
this  place. 
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1.— Sept.  S....Ephnilm  Heath ;  daughter,  worked  In  k  fkmllr  in  Ithaoa  where  tbejr  had  diphtheria ; 
died. 

8ept  7 boy  iltacltBd;  recovered. 

Sept.S two  more  eaaea;  recovered. 

&— Oct.  1S-16.A.  J.  Brook:  Icaaea,  Kirli;  leeorered. 

3.— D«c^  10 Ranaom  Allen;  child  1  yeara  old;  died;  membnnoni  cronp,  with  white  patche* 

Tiaible. 
l.-DecSl....lfBnaal  Whiting;  child  ai  montha  old;  dlM;  membranoai  croup,  with  white 
pktehea  vlalbla. 
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No.  or  Datu  Hkad  or  Pkbsoxs 

Hont     or  ATTACK.         Kaxilt.  Sick. 

nil.       >"«• 

5u— June  15... KaniBj;  First  case  in  1878. 

6L— June  90*. .George  Fauble;  8  cases;  one  fatal,  two  recovered. 

7.— Aug. ...... Acorn  (or  Elglicorn) ;  2  cases. 

8.— Aug. Gregory;  1  death. 

Si —Aug.  16.. . Herman Siiaver;  lease;  recovered. 
10.— Aug.  83.. .Albert  Smith;  wife  and  child. 

11.— Aug Jesse  Guthery. 

12.— — Snider;  8  eases,  2  fatal. 

13u— Sept.  12-17  L  W.  Greyson;  4  oases;  recovered. 

14.-Oct.  1 George  Skinner;  girl;  recovered. 

Oct.  8 boy;  recovered. 

Oct.  U....  self;  recovered. 

IS.— Oct.  1 W.  L.  Dougherty;  girl;t  recovered. 

16L— Oct.  1$.... Jacob  Adams;  girl;  recovered. 
Oct.5t-.-  boy;  recovered. 

Oct.  19 1...  wife;  recovered. 

17.— Oct.  12.... Satorly;  boy  f  and  girl. 

Oct.  13 girl  17  years  old. 

18.— Oct.  21 Alfred  Anderson ;  2  cases;  recovered. 

InlOdays.  2  more  cases;  recovered. 

18.— Oct.  27 Reuben  Brown;  boy;t  recovered. 

20.— Nov.  9 Oscar  Chase;  wife  (who  had  often  been  at  No.  11) 

2L— Nov.  5 Link;  2  cases;  recovered. 

No.  23  represents  the  grave-yard,  the  route  to  which,  from  House  No.  1,  is  indicated  by  a  line, 
thus  ■■■■h; 

The  scries  of  numbers  1-21,  placed  near  the  houses,  indicate  the  order  of  occurrence  of  the 
first  case  at  the  house  to  which  the  numl>er  applies.    The  numbers  in  larger  type,  at  the  right- 
hand  side  of  each  township,  state  the  number  of  the  sections  in  which  they  are  placed. 
Itoadsare  represented  by  parallel  lines,  thus  . 

•,  b  In  another  communication.  Dr.  Marvin  states  that  there  were  cases  at  these  two  houses,  of 
which,  however,  he  knew  but  little. 

c  In  another  communication.  Dr.  Marvin  reported  cases  of  diphtheria  in  four  families  living  west 
from  Ithaca,  in  the  vicinity  of  this  mark;  but  the  identification  with  houses  represented  on  this 
map  is  not  certain.    The  history  of  the  cases  was  given  as  follows:— 
Family  of  J.  IL  Post;  caught  the  disease  in  another  county;  1st  case  Nov.  9,  and  2d  case  Nov.  11, 

1878;  both  died. 
Family  of  Jacob  S.  Rogers;  caught  the  disease  from  the  Fost  family  Nov.  13;  helped  to  take  care 

of  Post  family ;  4  cases,  recovered. 
Family  of  Alvah  Burgess;  woman  and  child  at  Post's  one  day  and  night;  both  took  the  disease, 
the  child  Nov.  22,  and  the  woman  Nov.  24;  the  woman  relapsed  twice,  and  the  disease  has 
assumed  a  chronic  character  through  the  winter. 

Family  of ;  caught  disease  from  Post  fkmily ;  1  case,  died  Dec«  1, 1878. 

<i  In  another  communication.  Dr.  Marvin  reported  2  cases  in  the  family  of  W.  B.  Johnson,  at  this 
point,  in  July,  1878,  one  of  them  fatal. 

In  September  a  servant  girl  carried  the  disease  from  this  place  to  lier  home  3  miles 
north  and  4  east,  where  a  number  of  children  had  St,  but  it  did  not  spread  out  of 
the  family.  In  December  the  disease  subsided  and  did  not  appear  again  until  the 
next  June,  and  then  It  broke  out  3  miles  north  and  3  east  of  Ithaca,  and  1  mile  north 
of  where  it  subsided  the  fall  before.  In  August  and  September  it  went  another  mile 
north,  and  by  October  appeared  another  mile  north,  making  5  miles  north  of  this 
place;  It  appeared  on  an  east  and  west  road  in  nine  or  ten  families,  and  from  1  to  4 
miles  east,  and  disappeared  in  November  1  mile  further  north;  there  were  also  some 
cases  2  miles  north.    The  general  course  of  the  disease  was  east  of  north,  but  on  a 

*  In  another  communication.  Dr.  Marvin  speaks  of  these  cases  as  having  occurred  in  August  and 
September. 

t  In  another  communication.  Dr.  Marvin  mentions  2  cases  in  this  family,  both  of  which  recovered. 

i  In  another  communication,  Vr.  Marvin  mentions  these  cjiscs  us  having  occurred  from  Sept.  1  to 
Sept.  22. 

f  In  another  communication,  Dr.  Marvin  states  that  there  were  4  cases  in  this  family. 
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diverging  line  as  you  see  by  the  plat.*^  The  little  water  courses  are  all  to  the  east 
except  iu  the  case  of  the  slaughter-house  which  was  to  the  west.  Our  prevailing 
winds  are  from  the  south-west.  What  I  wish  to  note  is  the  disease  brealcing  out 
each  season  in  the  month  of  June,  and  appearing  the  second  season  a  mile  north  of 
where  it  left  off  tlie  fall  before,  and  spreading  on  In  the  same  general  north-east 
course,  and  not  a  single  case  west  of  the  starting  point,  and  none  south  of  say  about 
60  rods  of  the  slaughter-house  and  these  all  in  the  village  of  Ithaca  where  it  left  the 
village  going  north-east. 

'When  the  diphtheria  got  into  a  family  a^{  the  chiidren  generally  had  it  and  some 
grown  persons. 

The  disease  was  diphtheria,  the  white  patches  appearing  early  in  the  throat  and 
with  all  the  other  plain  diagnostic  symptoms.  The  disease  was  more  fatal  in  Ithaca 
where  it  first  broke  out  v}here  ttie  probable  cause  toat  more  rife,  I  have  in  my  mind 
where  the  disease  was  taken  out  some  miles  into  a  family  south-east  of  here«  and 
tJiere  it  spread  northreast;  also  another  family  west  some  3  or  4  miles,  that  contracted 
the  disease  in  another  county,  and  it  only  spread  north-east  in  that  neighborhood. 

The  first  fall  the  disease  disappeared  in  December,  and  last  fall  St  subsided  in 
November,  cold  weather  setting  in  much  earlier  in  the  fall  of  1878  than  the  fall 
before. 

We  find  that  the  materies  morbi  of  diphtheria  is  developed  by  the  heat  of  the  latter 
part  of  June,  and  that  it  takes  the  frosts  of  the  latter  part  of  fall  to  destroy  it;t  that 
It  is  wafted  by  the  prevailing  winds  for  one  or  two  miles;  that  it  is  very  contagious, 
but  has  peculiar  laws  regulating  the  spreading  of  the  disease  that  can  be  taken  advan- 
tage of  to  prevent  the  same.  I  have  submitted  this  paper  to  Dr.  W.  D.  Scott  and  Dr. 
J.  A.  Guthrie,  both  knowing  the  facts  set  forth,  and  they  making  valuable  sug- 
gestions to  the  same. 

Very  respectHilly  submitted. 

DR.  C.  W.  MARVIN. 

6. — To  inquiries  by  Dr.  Baker^  Dr.  Marvin  returned  the  following  answers : — 

COMMUNICATIONS  FROM   C.  W.  MARVIN,  M.  D.,  RELATIVE    TO  SPREAD  OF  DIPHTHERIA 

IN  EMERSON  TOWNSHIP,  GRATIOT  COUNTT. 

The  main  road  north  and  south  is  through  the  center  of  the  county.  The  four 
towns  that  corner  here  are  about  equally  thickly  settled.  There  is  no  more 
travel  into  the  town  of  Emerson  than  there  Is  into  the  town  of  Arcada;  but  there 
was  not  a  case  on  the  west  side  of  the  road  on  the  town  line,  and  no  cases  south  of 
Ithaca.  There  were  a  number  of  cases  southeast,  but  on  inquiry  they  were  there 
before  we  had  any  cases  here.  I  have  numbered  the  houses  that  the  disease  appeared 
in.  There  is  fhll  more  travel  from  the  south  and  southwest  and  southeast  to  this 
place  than  from  the  towns  north.  I  have  not  noted  any  cases  in  Ithaca  on  the  map  I 
now  send,  as  they  occurred  in  June,  July,  and  August,  and  before  a  case  appeared  in 
Emerson.* 

Now  do  not  mistake  that  the  main  roads  are  off  in  that  direction,  or  that  more 
people  live  in  that  direction;  there  was  every  facility  for  the  disease  to  go  other 
directions  than  what  It  did  go.  What  I  ask  is.  Do  you  find  the  disease  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  to  observe  the  same  law  and  spread  in  some  one  direction  as  though 
the  cause  was  wafted  by  the  prevailing  wind?       ♦♦♦•♦♦♦ 

The  first  case  at  band,  No.  1,  had  a  public  funeral  at  the  house,  2  miles  from  the 
grave-yard;  the  road  or  route  to  the  grave-yard  taken  by  the  procession  with  the 
body  is  marked  on  the  plat  with  a  heavy  line,  thus  mhb;  the  distance  may  be  20  or  30 
rods  over  2  miles.  «  «  *  Three  or  four  other  children  of  the  family  iiad  the  dis- 
ease, but  recovered.  There  were  no  other  children  at  the  funeral.  The  road  to  the 
graveyard  where  the  body  was  taken,  was  the  road  on  which  the  disease  broke  out 
the  next  June,  but  a  mile  west  of  that  house. 

Yours  truly, 

C.  W.  MARVIN. 

Ithaca^  MicK^  May  10^  19,  and  22^  1878. 

6.  In  October,  1879,  tho  following  communication  was  received  from  Dr. 

•  Pago  112. 

t  [The  evidence  of  the  weekly  reports  of  diseases  received  at  this  office,  and  of  the  yearly  returns 
of  deaths  received  at  the  ol&ce  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  is  that  diphtheria  is  more  prevalent,  and 
cansos  more  deaths,  in  cold  weather  than  in  warm  weather.— H.  B.  B.,  Sec.  S.  B.  of  H.] 
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Mar?in  stating  that  diphtheria  had  again  appeared  and  northeast  from  where 
it  prerailed  in  1877  and  1878 : — 

COMMUKICATION  FROM  DR.  MARVIN,  RELATIVE  TO  A  NEW  OUTBREAK  OF  DIPHTHERIA 

IN  EMERSON  TOWNSHIP,  GRATIOT  COUNTY. 

Ithaca,  Gratiot  Co.,  Mich.,  Oct.  2, 1879. 
Secretary  of  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Doctor:— Some  months  past  I  communicated  with  you  in  relation  to  diph- 
theria «8  it  prevailed  in  Ithaca  in  1877,  and  spread  northeast  into  the  township  of 
Emerson,  hut-suhsided  in  December,  and  again  in  Jime  last  (1878)  broke  out  a  mile 
or  so  further  northeast,  and  spread  in  the  same  general  direction,  but  subsided  in 
October  or  November  of  that  rail.  And  now  In  the  fall  of  1879  it  has  broken  out  a 
mile  or  two  further  on  in  the  same  northeastern  direction.  The  first  case  may  have 
appeared  the  last  week  in  August.  I  can  hardly  make  a  map  of  the  section  where  it 
is  prevailing,  as  it  is  out  of  my  ride.  It  appears  in  the  extreme  northeast  corner  of 
Emerson  and  the  corners  of  the  three  other  townships  cornering  there.  Can  it  not 
be  made  a  special  point  in  collecting  the  history  of  diphtheria  epidemics  to  find  out 
In  what  way  they  spread:  with  prevailing  winds,  or  with  water-courses?  My 
opinion  is  winds  waft  the  germs  of  the  disease  from  one  house  to  another,  and 
that  in  the  winter  an  epidemic  is  not  as  liable  to  break  out  as  in  hot  weather.^ 

Very  respectfully, 

C.  W.  MARVIN. 

7.  In  Angust,  1878,  the  following  communication  was  received  from  Dr. 
Harden  Sabin,  health  officer  of  Centreville,  Michigan,  relative  to  an  outbrealc 
of  diphtheria  in  the  township  of  Nottawa,  St.  Joseph  county : — 

COMMUNICATION   RELATIVE  TO    AN    OUTBREAK  OP    DIPHTHERIA    IN  NOTTAWA  TOWN« 

SHIP,    ST.    JOSEPH    COUNTY, 

FROM  HARDEN  SARIN,  M.  D., 

HEALTH  OFFICER  OF  CENTERVILLE,  MICH. 

Centreville,  Mich.,  Aug.  18^  1879. 

Henry  B.  Baker ^  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Sir:— Last  week  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  broke  out  in  our  township,  about 
1\  miles  east  of  our  village.  During  the  week  ending  July  29,  our  mill  race  (the  loca« 
tion  of  which  with  reference  to  the  affected  district  I  have  below  roughly  indicatedt)* 
was  empty  on  account  of  repairs  at  the  mill.  An  offensive  odor  came  from  the  pond 
and  race;  and,  as  the  prevailing  winds  were  from  the  south-west,  It  was  most  appar- 
ent in  this  neighborhood.  Diphtheria  has  not  visited  this  locality  (this  village;  in 
several  years.    Does  the  empty  race  account  for  this  epidemic? 

MARDEN  SARIN. 

• 

8.  To  a  letter  of  inquiry  by  Dr.  Baker,  Dr.  Sabin  made  tlie  following 
replies : — 

SECOND   COMMUNICATION   FROM    DR.  SABIN,  RELATIVE   TO    DIPHTHERIA   IN  NOTTAWA 

TOWNSHIP,  ST.  JOSEPH  COUNTT. 

**1.  The  disease  was  unmistakably  diphtheria. 

^*  2.  There  was  a  disagreeable  odor  from  the  throat. 

^3.  There  was  a  false  membrane. 

^4.  There  was  no  possible  trace  of  contagion,  except  that  a  family  who  lived  in 
the  house  (where  the  disease  first  made  its  appearance  of  late)  eome  sixteen  years  ago 
had  a  child  die  of  dipJUJieria^  and  another  family  living  in  the  same  house  eight  years 
ago  is  said  to  have  had  a  case  of  the  disease. 

^6.  The  distance  from  a  to  5  on  the  diagram  Is  50  rods;  from  a  to  c  00  rods;  from 
a  tod  130 rods. 

^  6.  From  A  to  R  is  one  and  a  half  miles. 

^7.  The  scale  of  the  diagram  is  not  accurate,  but  about  2^  inches  to  the  mile. 

^8.  The  prevailing  direction  of  the  wind  was  from  the  southwest. 

■^See  dagger  foot-note  on  page  114 
tPagellflL 


116         STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH— REPORT  OP  SECRETARY,  1879. 

Outline  of  Neighborhood   Where  an   Outbreak  of  Diphtheria   Occurred^  in  NoUavsa 
Tovonehip^  St.  Joseph  County^  Michigan^  in  August^  1879. 


The  letters  a,  b,  c,  d  indicate  the  houses  where  diphtheria  occurred,  and  also  the  order  of  occnr- 
rence;  figures  indicate  the  number  of  cases. 
The  distance  from  A  to  B  is  a  mile  and  a  half. 

The  distance  from  a  to  Ms  60  rods;  from  a  to  c,  90  rods;  from  a  to  cf,  130  rods. 
The  scale  of  the  map  is  not  accurate,  but  is  about  2^  inches  to  the  mile. 
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**  p.  S.— The  physician  who  treated  the  cases  at  a  calls  my  attention  to  the  marshy 
pond  at  B,  and  thinks  the  water  in  the  well  at  a  may  he  aiSected  hy  that.  The  cases 
at  a,  by  and  c  were  in  prog^ress  at  the  same  time,  and  the  disease  did  not  seem  to  he 
communicated  from  one  to  the  other. 

**MARDEN  SABIN." 

9.  From  W.  H.  H.  Enapp,  president  of  the  board  of  health  of  Riley  township, 
Clinton  Co.,  was  received,  iu  December,  1878,  the  following  letter  of  inquiry 
relative  to  the  communication  of  diphtheria  and  to  the  prevention  and  restric- 
tion of  the  disease.  A  reply  to  this  letter  was  made  by  Dr.  Baker,  the  Secretary 
of  the  State  Board  of  Health.  The  reply  by  Dr.  Baker  follows  immediately 
after  the  letter. 

INQUIRIES  BELATITE  TO  THE  COMMUNICATIOK  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AND  TO  ITS  RESTRIC- 
TION,—COMMUNICATION  FROM 

W.  H.  H.  KNAPP, 

PRESIDENT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH  OF  RILET  TOWNSHIP,  CLINTON  COUNTY. 

DeWitt,  Mich.,  Dec.  24, 1878. 
Henry  B.  Baker ,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Sir:— In  September  last  I  wrote  you  asking  for  information  with  regard  to 
preventing  the  spread  of  diphtheria.  You  replied  inclosing  proof  sheets  of  a  docu- 
ment planned  by  H.  O.  Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  assisted  by  other  members  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health.  At  the  same  time  you  wrote  me:  ^If  it  does  not  contain  all  the 
information  which  you  desire,  please  write  me  again  and  I  will  endeavor  to  give  the 
additional  information  If  possible.^  Thanlcs.  The  paper  is  able,  explicit,  and 
definite  on  many  points;  but  please  excuse  me  in  asking  for  further  information. 

Diphtheria  still  rages  in  this  township,  adults  as  well  as  children  beinz  afi9icted 
with  it.  One  lady,  54  years  of  age,  is  now  under  medical  treatment  for  diphtheria. 
There  have  been,  among  children,  6  deaths  since  September  Ist. 

1.  Why  do  some  come  down  with  diphtheria  20,  and  sometimes  more  than  20  days 
after  exposure  ? 

2.  Why  do  some  have  diphtheria  without  any  known  exposure? 

3.  Why  can  many  be  exposed  to  diphtheria  and  not  take  it?  A  boy  went  home 
from  our  school  in  the  afternoon.  4  weeks  ago,  sick,  with  headache  and  sore  throat: 
he  came  in  the  morning  with  a  bandage  around  his  neck.  A  physician  was  called 
who  reported  the  case  to  me  as  diphtheria.  The  school  was  closed  for  two  weeks. 
The  boy  died ;  but  no  other  scholar  took  the  disease.  In  the  case  of  the  boy  (12 
years  of  age)  I  understand  that  before  he  died  the  disease  was  said  to  be  bilious 
fever,  and  then  hepatitis,  or  to  change  from  one  to  the  other.  Several  cases  have 
come  under  my  observation,  of  exposure  at  different  stages  of  the  disease,  where  no 
harm  was  suffered  from  the  exposure. 

4.  Inclosed  you  will  find  a  copy  of  a  notice  of  regulations  made  by  the  board  of 
health  of  the  township  of  Riley.  Would  you  not  advise  us  to  strike  out  the  second 
regulation?^  We  made  it  thinking  that  if  those  who  had  been  exposed  should  come 
down  with  the  disease  while  at  school  or  other  place  where  there  were  children, 
many  others  would  be  infected  with  the  disease  from  them.  Our  apprehension,  as  in 
the  case  mentioned  above  and  in  others  which  have  come  under  my  observation, 
seems  to  be  without  foundation,  besides  it  puts  many  to  much  inconvenience.  Any 
suggestion  or  information  from  you  will  be  thankfully  received. 

*  The  regulations  read  as  follows:— 

*' NOTICB.— The  nndersigned,  Board  of  Health  of  the  Township  of  Riley,  hare,  in  accordance 
with  sections  8  and  7,  chapter  46,  of  the  compiled  laws,  made  the  following  regulations  to  restrict 
and  prevent  the  spread  of  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  and  other  contagions  diseases  dangerous  to 
tho  public  health,  viz. :— 

**l8t.  That  parents,  or  persons  having  control  of  children,  prevent  their  going  to  places  where 
any  person  is  sick  with  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  or  any  other  contagious  disease  dangerous  to  the 
public  health,  and  prevent,  as  much  as  iiossible,  their  exposure,  in  any  manner,  to  any  contagious 
disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

"2d.  That  parents,  or  persons  having  control  of  children  who  have  been  exposed  to  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever,  or  any  other  contagious  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  prevent  such  children 
from  going  to  meetings,  schools,  or  any  other  place  where  there  are  children,  for  the  space  of  U 
days  from  and  after  such  exposure. 

**8d.  That  parents,  or  persons  having  control  of  children,  who  are  convalescent  from  diphtheria. 
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5.  Can  any  person  have  diphtheria  so  lightly  that  he  will  he  around  as  usual,  no 
treatment  being  necessary,  but  still  infect  others  with  the  disease? 

6.  Are  there  remedies  which  will  prevent  or  mitigate  an  apprehended  attack  of 
diphtheria?    If  there  Is  any,  will  you  please  say  what  it  is? 

7.  Is  diphtheria  more  dangerous  in  cold  weather  than  in  warm  weather? 

Bespectfully, 

W.  H.  H.  KNAPP, 

BEPLT   TO  THE  PRECEDING    LETTER   FROM   MR.    KNAPP,  BT  HENRT  B.    BAKER,  K.    D., 

SECRETARY  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 
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W*  H.  H.  Knappy  President  Board  of  Health  o/Biley  TovonMhip^  Clinton  Co,^ 

DeWiU,  Mich.: 

Dear  Sir:— Sometime  since  I  promised  to  take  the  first  opportunity  to  further 
reply  to  your  letter  of  December  24, 1878.  I  take  this  first  opportunity  to  do  so  to 
the  best  of  my  ability,  as  follows: — 

1.  ^  Why  do  some  come  down  with  diphtheria  20, and  some  more  than  20  days  after 
exposure  ?" 

If  such  cases  occur  they  are  probably  exceptional,  and  I  do  not  know  why  the 
period  of  incubation  should  vary  so  greatly;  but  we  observe  sometliing  similar  in 
the  postponement  of  the  sprouting  or  corn  and  other  grains  planted  in  cold  unfavor- 
able weather. 

2.  ^Why  do  some  have  diphtheria  without  known  exposure?^ 

There  are  so  many  ways  in  which  a  contagious  or  an  infectious  disease  may  be 
communicated,  that  we  oufht  to  expect  to  meet  with  many  cases  that  cannot  be 
traced  to  a  previous  case.  We  should  remember  that  each  one  of  the  many  articles 
of  food  may  come  from  a  separate  locality,  and  any  one  of  these  may  have  been 
breathed  on  by  a  person  suffering  with  the  disease.    Nearly  every  family  has  anews- 

£aper  or  a  publication,  the  x>aper  for  which  comes  fW>m  a  paper-mill,  a  place  well 
nown  to  be  a  center  for  the  collection  of  contagia  from  small-pox  and  other  con- 
tagious diseases.  The  paper  goes  through  the  mails  and  may  be  in  contact  with  a 
letter  or  wrapper  direct  fi'om  contact  with  the  hand  of  a  person  with  a  contagious 
disease.  The  same  is  true  of  the  different  articles  of  clothing  which  come  through 
the  stores,  and  particularly  of  ready-made  articles  whidi  may  have  oome  from  the 
hands  of  poor  sewing-women  in  houses  with  children  who  were  haying  the  contmgioiis 
disease. 
8.  ^  Why  can  many  be  exposed  to  diphtheria  and  not  take  it?^ 
Not  all  seed  sown  falls  on  suitable  ground,  and  therefore  not  all  reproduces.  Vac- 
cination does  not  always  "*  take''  even  when  the  virus  is  placed  in  an  abraded  skin, 
because  not  all  are  susceptible,  for  some  have  been  vaccinated  before,  etc.  So  we 
may  expect  some  to  take  diphtheria,  and  others  similarly  exposed  not  to  take  diph- 
theria because  of  insusceptibility;  but  in  this  case,  a«  I  believe^  mainly  because  of 
freedom  from  sore  throat.  On  page  295  of  the  Be  port  of  the  Michigan  State  Board 
of  Health  for  1878,  you  will  see  that,  as  a  rule,  when  influenza  was  very  prevalent 
diphtheria  was  very  prevalent,  and  when  influenza  was  not  very  prevalent  diphtheria 
was  not  very  prevalent.  This  may  be  explained  as  follows:  it  may  be  that  they  are 
both  contagious  diseases,  and  consequently  are  both  most  prevalent  in  cold  weather, 
as  are  most  contagious  diseases;  but  it  may  be  that  only  the  diphtheria  is  contagious 

Bcarlet  fever,  or  any  other  contagious  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  prerent  auch  chil. 
dren  from  going  to  schools,  meetings,  or  any  other  place  where  there  are  children,  for  the  space  of 
flTO  days  from  and  after  such  convalescence,  or  from  and  after  they  are  discharged  as  cured  by  the 
attending  physician. 

'*4th.  All  persons  violating  the  above  regulations  are  liable  to  prosecution,  and  penalty  not 
exceeding  one  hundred  dollars. 

*<6th.  That  physicians  violating  the  provisions  of  section  44,  chapter  46,  of  the  compiled  laws, 

will  be  dealt  with  according  to  the  provisions  of  section  12,  chapter  216. 

**  RlLET ,  November  5, 1878. 

"W.  H.  H.  KKAPP. 

"RICHARD  BATLIS, 

**JOHK  P.  MADDEN, 

"JOHN  WANDKL, 

"  L.  F.  PENTON, 

**JBoardqf  HeaWu*' 
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and  that  It  is  most  rapidly  and  certainly  contracted  by  persons  already  suffering 
fk*om  Infinenza  or  other  sore  throat,  Just  as  vaccination  is  ii^enerally  successful  only 
when  the  virus  is  placed  In  a  raw  or  abraded  skin.  The  air  we  breathe  passes  the 
throat,  and  is  likely  to  deposit  there  on  the  first  moist  surface  any  dust  or  germs  of 
disease.  If  the  throat  Is  entirely  sound  and  healthy  the  oontaglum,  or  germ  of  a  dis- 
ease, may  be  tlirown  off  without  difficulty;  but,  if  there  is  a  raw  surface  the  disease 
may  be  contracted.  It  is  possible  that  this  Is  an  important  reason  why  we  have  more 
small-pox,  diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  etc.,  in  the  cold  weather  when  sore  throats  are 
most  prevalent.  There  are,  however,  other  reasons,  such  as  defective  ventilation  in 
Winter  of  most  rooms  for  public  assembly,  such  as  schools,  lecture-rooms,  churches, 
etc,  and  the  greater  frequency  in  Winter  than  In  Summer  of  the  massing  of  children 
in  schools,  and  of  others  in  evening  and  other  meetings. 

4.  As  relates  to  the  following  section  in  your  regulations,  '*2d.  That  parents  or 
persons  having  control  of  children  who  have  been  exposed  to  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever,  or  any  other  contagious  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  prevent  such 
children  from  going  to  meetings,  schools,  or  any  other  place  where  there  are  chil- 
dren, for  the  space  of  14  days  from  and  after  such  exposure,^*— I  would  not  advise  you 
to  strike  out  such  regulation. 

5.  ^^Can  any  person  have  diphtheria  so  lightly  that  he  will  be  around  as  usual,  no 
treatment  being  necessary,  but  still  Infect  others  with  the  disease?*' 

Yes.  See  last  paragraph  on  the  first  page  of  the  document  issued  by  this  Board 
on  the  Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria. 

6.  ^  Are  there  any  remedies  which  will  prevent  or  mitigate  an  apprehended  attack 
of  diphtheria  ?    If  there  Is  any,  will  vou  please  say  what  ft  is  ?^ 

This  question  is  out  of  the  field  of  work  in  which  the  State  Board  of  Health  now 
labors;  It  is  in  the  field  of  preventive  medicine,  but  not  in  that  of  preventive 
hygiene  or  public  sanitation.  However,  I  may  say  that  In  my  opinion  there  Is  not 
yet  a  well-established  preventive  medicine  of  that  nature.  This  makes  it  all  the 
more  important  that  the  disease  be  restricted. 

7.  ^Is  diphtheria  more  dangerous  In  cold  weather  than  In  warmT* 

There  are  more  deaths  from  diphtheria  in  Winter  than  in  Summer;  but  I  cannot 
say  yet  whether  the  proportion  of  deaths  to  cases  In  this  State  Is  greatest  In  Winter 
or  in  Summer. 

If  you  can  communicate  any  facts  relating  to  the  spread  of  diphtheria,  or  to  better 
methods  for  its  restriction,  statements  of  sndi  facts  will  be  thankfully  received. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary, 

10.  From  Dr.  Milton  Cbase^  of  Otsego,  Mich.,  the  following  communication 
has  been  received.  It  gives  a  history  of  eleven  cases  of  diphtheria,  tracing  an 
apparent  communication  from  one  case  to  another. 

CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA    IN    OTSEGO,  ALLEGAN   CO.,  AND   SHERIDAN,  MONTCALM  CO.,— 

COMMUNICATION   FROM 

DR.  MILTON  CHASE, 

HEALTH    OFFICER   OF   OTSEGO,  MICH. 

Otsego,  Mich.,  Feb.  13, 1879. 

H.  B.  Baker ^  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health: 

Sir: — I  send  you  herewith  a  history  of  the  few  cases  of  diphtheria  that  have  occur- 
red in  this  town  durlnsfl|he  past  year,  and  up  to  this  date  for  the  year  1879.  Sep- 
tember 26, 1878, 1  was  coKd  to  the  house  of  Mr.  John  Wilison,  who  resides  on  section 
2  in  this  township,  to  see  his  son  James,  about  l^i  years  old.  For  two  nights  and 
two  days  they  had  been  doctorinfi"  the  boy  in  a  domestic  way  for  the  croup.  After  a 
careful  examination  I  diagnosed  laryngitis,  croupous  or  membranous,  and  treated 
him  for  this  disease.  He  died  during  the  evening  of  the  27th  from  apnoea.  There 
was  no  known  case  of  diphtheria  about  the  neighborhood,  and  the  child  had  not  been 
out  of  it.  No  one  had  come  in  contact  with  the  child  who  had  recently  had  it  or 
been  where  It  was  within  a  short  time  previously.  Neighbors  of  all  ages  freely 
visited  the  patient  during  his  sickness  and  a  public  funeral  was  held  at  the  house. 
Several  children  attended  this  funeral,  among  the  rest  the  girls  of  S.  J.  Dennison,  of 
whom  I  shall  speak  hereafter.  Within  a  day  or  two  after  the  death  of  James  a  little 
brother  without  name  or  clothing  came  to  the  house  to  stay.  Six  or  eisht  days  after 
the  death  of  James,  Bertie  Wiflson,  a  three-year-old  brother,  was  taken  sick  with 
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fever  and  sore  tbroat,  and  about  October  11  Nettie  Willson,  aged  nine  years,  and 
George  Willson,  aged  fourteen  years,  were  talcen  with  siclwness  ulce  that  of  Bertie. 
The  father,  Mr.  John  Willson,  says  that  they  were  all  sick  something  like  James, 
3ertie  getting  quite  sick,  but  the  other  two  were  not  much  sick.  Dr.  S.  W.  Thomjp- 
son,  of  this  village,  was  called  to  attend  them  and  called  their  disease  diphtheria. 
He  has  not,  as  yet,  reported  the  cases  to  the  township  board  of  health  or  to  the 
township  health  officer.  I  furnished  him  and  Mr.  Willson  with  blanks  for  this  pur- 
pose. I  also  sent  Mr.  Willson  a  copy  of  the  document  of  the  State  Board  of  Health 
upon  Diphtheria.  Mr.  Willson  has  not  reported  these  cases  as  yet,- though  he  says  he 
believed  them  to  have  been  cases  of  diphtheria. 

Among    the   visitors  at    the   house   of  John  Willson   durin£    the   sickness  of 
James  Willson,  was  his  half  brother,  Mr.  Otis  Willson   of  Sheridan,  Montcalm 
Co.,  Mich.    He  attended  the  funeral  and  then  went  to  his  home  where  he  had 
a  wife   and  two  small  children.    About  the  middle  of  December,  1878,  Mr.  John 
Willson  and  wife,  babe,  and  son  Bertie,  the  same  boy  previously   referred   to, 
went  from  hero  to  Ionia  and  visited  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Willson^s  brother 
brother  a  few  days,  and  then  with  the  brother^s  wife  and  another  woman  drove  up  to 
Sheridan  to  visit  with  the  family  of  Mr.  Otis  Willson.    About  two  days  after  their 
arrival  there,  S.  J.  Willson,  a  son  of  Mr.  Otis  Willson,  about  1^  years  old,  was  taken 
sick.    Dr.  Moon,  of  Sheridan,  attended  the  child,  and  called  tlie  case  one  of  diph- 
theria.   It  died  in  a  few  days.    S.  J.  Dennlson,  the  grand-father  of  this  child,  drove 
the  corpse  in  a  sleigh  to  tliis  town  (Otsego),  and  had  it  privately  buried.    A  few 
days  after  the  death  of  this  child  a  brother,  named  Elmer  Willson,  about  four  years 
old,  had  the  diphtheria  severely  and  recovered.    The  father  and  mother  both  had  the 
disease  lightly.    Dr.  Moon  attended  them.    There  were  no  known  cases  about  Sheri- 
dan recently  previously  to  these,  but  there  have  been  several  since.     After  the 
recovery  of  these  Willsons,  and  about  Jan.  10  or  12,  they  all  came  to  this  town  and 
to  Mrs.  Willson^s  father,  S.  J.  Dennison.    He  lives  on  section  2  in  this  town,  and  his 
farm  joins  that  of  Mr.  John  Willson.    Two  or  three  days  after  the  arrival  of  Mrs. 
Otis  Willson  and  family  at  the  house  of  Mr.  S.  J.  Dennison,  Miss  Arabell  Dennison, 
aged  15  years,  was  taken  sick  and  in  a  few  days  died,  Jan.  19, 1879.    She  was  privately 
buried.    The  case  was  called  one  of  diphtheria.    Mr.  Dennison^s  house  is  small,  old, 
and  must  have  been  very  much  crowded  during  her  sickness  and  death.    The  deceased 
had  a  younger  sister  Mary  who  was  in  the  house  and  with  her  much  of  the  time  dur- 
ing this  sickness.    Her  father  and  mother  also  were  constantly  in  attendance.    None 
of  these  have  been  reported  sick  with  this  disease.    As  contracted  from  this  case  Dr. 
Thompson  reports  two  cases  that  had  a  light  attack  of  this  disease.    Their  names 
are  Nettie  Hazeltine,  aged  8  years,  and  George  Hazeltine,  a^ed  15  years,  both  taken 
sick  Jan.  15.    The  Dennisons  made  good  and  reasonable  efiorts  at  quarantine,  and 
tried  the  virtues  of  carbolic  acid  as  a  disinfectant.    At  this  date,  Feb.  13, 1879,  there 
are  no  more  cases  of  diphteria  in  this  township  or  village.    I  take  it  that  the  history 
of  these  cases  furnishes  some  ^^nuts  to  crack,*'  if  we  admit  that  they  were  all  cases  of 
diphtheria. 

First,  If  James  Willson  died  of  diphtheria  why  did  no  case  spring  from  it  in  the 
neighborhood  outside  of  the  house  where  he  sickened  and  died? 

Second.  If  John  Willson  and  his  family  carried  it  to  Otis  Wilison's  family  in  Sheri- 
dan, why  did  they  not  leave  some  of  it  at  Ionia.  There  were  children  in  tlie  family 
where  they  visited  there. 

Third,  If  Otis  Willson's  family  brought  it  from  Sheridan  to  the  family  of  S.  J.  Den- 
nison in  this  town,  was  this  as  great  an  exposure  as  it  was  when  S.  J.  Dennison  came 
from  there  bringing  with  him  and  housing  the  corpse  of  S.  J.  Willson? 

Those  are  questions  that  everv  reader,  as  well  as  myself,  may  speculate  on,  with 
much  curious  interest.  Laws  of  contagion  as  applied  to  disease  and  illustrated  in 
these  cases  seem  to  be  freaky.  ^ 

1  will  close  this  by  appending  a  letter  that  I  wrote  to  flr.  Moon,  and  his  reply  to 
the  same,  in  regard  to  the  cases  in  Sheridan. 

Otbeoo,  Mich.,  Jxv.  24,  1879. 
Z>r.  J.  H,  Mooth  Sheridan,  Mojitcalm  Co,  MicK: 

Sir:— lam  making  up  an  historical  report  of  some  cases  of  diphtheria  to  send  to  the  State  Board 
of  Health.  As  a  part  of  this  report  I  would  like  to  embody  the  information  that  jou  can  give  me 
by  answering  the  following  questions:— 

FirtL  Had  you  any  knowledge  of  any  cases  of  diphtheria  in  your  neighborhood  prior  to  the  cases 
that  occurred  in  the  family  of  Mr.  Otis  Wilson,  in  December  last,  that  would  probably  have  been 
the  source  from  which  they  contracted  the  disease? 

Second,  Have  there  been  cases  of  diphtheria,  about  you  since,  that  you  think  could  and  did  hftvo 
their  origin  from  cases  in  this  family? 


REPOBT  ON  COMMUNICABLE  DISEASES— DIPHTHERIA.  121 

Pl«ate  answer  these  questions  and  consider  jonrself  at  liberty  to  make  any  additional  remarks 

that  yon  may  choose. 

Respectfully  yours, 

DR.  MILTON  CHASE, 

OtrretponderU  of  the  State  Board  of  Healih,  and  Health  Officer  of  OUego  Towuhip  and  Village. 

BBFLT  TO  THE  JkBOYB,  BT  J.  H.  MOOIT,  M.  D.,  OF  SHBBIDJklT,  MOKTCALM  CO. 

**  Dbab  SiBt—I  had  no  knowledge  of  any  cases  of  diphtheria  prior  to  the  cases  mentioned  in  the 
family  of  Mr.  Otis  Wilson,  and  know  of  no  way  that  the  disease  could  have  been  contracted,  unless 
it  was  brought  firom  Allegan  county  in  the  manner  spoken  ot  If  I  remember  rightly,  Mr.  Wilson 
said  his  firiends  who  were  Tisiting  him  at  this  time  had  Just  recoTered  from  diphtheria  before  com. 
ing  to  Sheridan.  I  think  it  must  haTe  been  brought  in  that  manner.  I  did  not  see  the  case  until  in 
its  last  stages,  it  haring  been  treated  by  another  physician,  who  called  it  erery  thing  else  but 
diphtheria.  I  was  simply  called  in  to  diagnose  the  case,  as  it  was  past  help,  and  there  was  some 
dissatisCsction  on  part  of  family. 

'*  There  were  but  few  more  cases  in  Sheridan  last  winter,  and  those  of  a  very  mild  type,  as  measures 

were  immediately  taken  to  prerent  the  spread  of  the  disease.    No  more  deaths  resulted  from  it,  to 

my  knowledge.    I  know  of  no  other  source  from  which  the  other  cases  were  contracted,  and  think 

It  must  hare  all  sprung  from  that  source. 

"Yours  Respectfully, 

"Db.  J.  H.  MOON." 

All  of  which  Is  respectfully  sabmltted. 

MILTON  CHASE, 
Health  Qfflcer  of  Otsego  Tovonahip  and  Village, 

11.  There  was  also  referred  to  the  committee  the  following  communicatiou 
from  F.  Goodwin,  M.  D/,  of  GassopoliSy  Mich.,  reporting  cases  of  diphtheria, 
with  some  evidence  that  the  disease  was  conreyed  by  means  of  milk. 

CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  APPARENTLY  COMMUNICATED  BT  MILK,— COMMUNICATION  FROM 

F.  GOODWIN,  M.  D., 

OF  CASSOPOUS,  MICH., 

Cassopolis,  Mich.,  Hay  19, 1879. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Sir:— I  attended  three  cases  of  diphtheria  last  week,  one  a  boy  three  years 
old,  proving  fatal.  On  Thursday  the  16th  I  was  called;  he  was  over  a  chill  with 
high  fever  setting  in,  and  quite  delirious,  which  went  off  in  about  four  hours  witli 
sweating.  On  Friday  a  chill  recurred  three  hours  earlier  than  the  day  before,  and 
all  cleared  up  so  the  child  was  up  and  quite  playful  during  the  evening.  In  the 
night,  at  3  A.  IL,  I  was  called  and  found  him  qiUte  feverish,  with  difficult  breathing, 
and  swelling  on  left  side  of  his  throat.  On  examination  I  found  tonsils  enlarged 
and  a  small  deposit  on  each.  At  0  A.  M.  I  saw  him  again ;  breathing  very  laborious, 
tossing  about  and  very  restless,  difficult  swallowing  anything,  nee  bloated  and 
congested,  circulation  languid,  pulse  high.  At  11  severe  chill  set  in  which  increased 
>  the  symptoms;  he  became  more  choked  up,  and  died  at  2  P.  M. 

There  had  been  no  diphtheria  in  town  for  six  weeks  previous  to  April  I.  Then 
Mrs.  D.,  a  lady  about  28  years  of  age  was  taken,  and  had  it  very  severe,  so  much  so 
that  her  life  was  despaired  of  for  ten  days,  and  she  has  made  a  slow  recovery,  not 
being  well  yet.  Now,  the  point  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  is.  that  this  family 
sold  milk  to  two  families,  in  opposite  directions,  on  the  same  blooc;  and  this  milk 
was  given  to  the  boy  to  drink,  that  died,  whom  I  spoke  of  in  the  beginning  of  this 
letter;  and  the  other  faipily  that  took  milk  had  a  child  18  months  old  which  they 
were  weaning,  and  it  t<k>k  the  diphtheria,  but  lived  through.  One  cliild  in  each 
family  has  had  it  since,  and  both  recovered;  and  there  has  not  been  another  case  in 
that  part  of  the  town.  Did  the  millc  carry  the  disease?  On  the  postal  card  report 
I  send  you  this  week,  I  reported  only  the  cases  I  treated,  being  three ;  but  I  know  of 
two  o tilers  in  town,  treated  by  Dr.  Kellcy.  1  had  one  new  case  on  Sunday,  and  one 
more  this  morning,  the  19th,  making  nine  cases  since  April  1. 

Yours  truly,  F.  GOODWIN. 

12.  A  letter  from  Mrs.  M.  J.  Williams,  of  Detroit,  to  Dr.  Henry  F.  Lyster, 
a  member  of  this  Board,  relating  to  cases  of  diphtheria  which  occurred  in 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  several  years  ago,  has  been  referred  to  the  committee.  In  her 
opinion  there  was  a  relation  between  these  cases  and  an  unusual  growth  of  fungi 
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on  plums,  in  oue  instance,  and,  in  the  other  instauces,  certain  unsanitary  con- 
ditions of  premises. 

CASES  OF  DIPHTHERIA  IN  UTtCA,  N.   T.,  ITS   CAUSATION,  ETC,— COMMUNICATION  FBOM 

MRS.  M.  J.  WILLIAMS, 

OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 

Dbtroit,  Mich.,  Feb.  17, 1879. 

Dr.  Ltster :— While  recently  lookins^  over  the  ^Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,*^  I  was  especially  interested  in  the  articles  on  diphtheria,  so  many  facts 
mentioned  therein  confirmed  theories  in  regard  to  its  origin  which  had  long  had  an 
abiding  place  in  ray  own  mind,  independent  of  any  knowledge  gained  from  others 
on  this  subject. 

About  seventeen  years  ago,  in  an  eastern  city  (Utlca,N.  Y.),  diphtheria  in  its 
severest  form  invaded  my  own  family,  and  the  household  of  Ariends  and  neighbors. 
Through  many  a  weary  day  and  sleepless  night  have  I  watched  the  fearfhl  struggle 
for  life  in  those  who  were  victims  to  this  dreaded  disease,  with  a  mother's  keenest 
anxieties  and  perceptions  aroused  to  the  highest  pitch.       *       *       «       *       • 

The  first  case  of  diphtheria  which  came  under  my  notice  was  in  the  family  of  a 
neighbor.  ^  The  baby,"  a  year  and  a  half  old,  was  stricken  down.  There  had  been  no 
cases  in  the  vicinity,  the  child  had  been  delicate  from  teething,  and  had  not  been 
outside  the  front  gate  for  weeks  preceding  its  illness,  so  that  it  could  scarcely  have 
taken  the  disease  by  contagion  fk*om  others.  The  day  it  died  I  shall  never  forget,  so 
indelibly  did  every  little  circumstance  impress  itself  upon  my  mind. 

The  mother  being  completely  worn  out  with  anxiety  and  grief,  I  took  the  little 
sufferer  in  my  arms,  and  held  it  for  several  hours,  administering  remedies  prescribed 
by  the  physician,  and  using  every  effort  to  restore  vitality,  which  was  fast  ebbing 
away. 

It  was  early  in  September,  the  weather  oppressively  warm,  so  that  I  sat  near  the 
open  window,  as  the  baby  in  paroxysms  labored  for  breath.  The  room  was  a  back 
parlor,  opening  into  an  old-fashioned  garden,  and  in  the  intervals  of  quiet,  my  eyes 
would  occasionally  wander  in  tliat  direction,  and  my  thoughts  stray  here  and  there, 
back  and  forth,  as  they  will  involuntarily.  There  were  many  fruit  trees  in  the  gar- 
den, mostly  plum-trees,  and  one  very  large  one  within  a  few  feet  of  the  window, 
loaded  with  fruit,  as  were  all  the  others. 

There  was  one  peculiarity  about  plums  that  year  which  is  rarely  witnessed.  It 
was  this:  Before  ripening,  while  still  clinging  to  the  branches,  they  began  to  decay, 
and  while  one  side  of  the  fmit  was  fair  to  look  upon  (the  snnny  side),  the  other  was 
actually  loathsome.  This  premature  decay  was  doubtless  owing  to  the  state  of  the 
atmosphere  that  summer,  it  being  unusually  wet  and  doudy.  All  kinds  of  fruit  were 
more  or  less  diseased  in  many  loodities,  if  not  through  the  entire  State. 

I  had  recently  heard  of  diphtheria  as  a  disease  which  was  making  fearful  ravages 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  concerning  which  there  seemed  to  be  little  known. 
A  few  days  previously  the  newspapers  gave  an  account  of  an  entire  family  of  nine 
persons  near  Albany  who  had  died  fk*om  its  efflBcts,  and  almost  dally  mention  was 
made  of  similar  fatalities  in  a  less  degree. 

These  facts  occurred  to  mind  as  I  watched  the  little  sufi'erer  in  my  arms,  and  thus 
did  my  thoughts  wander.  Why  is  it  thus?  These  results  do  not  come  by  chance, 
without  a  cause.  Here  is  this  dying  child.  From  its  birth  it  has  been  tenderly  and 
intelligently  cared  for.  Its  home  Is  in  one  of  the  healthiest  localities  in  the  city, 
with  every  sanitary  condition  apparently  fulfilled.  Whence  hath  come  this  dis- 
troyer,  who  walketh  in  darkness,  leaving  sorrow  and  desolation?  As  I  thus  ques- 
tioned, my  gaze  again  fell  upon  the  fruit  trees,  and  the  answer  came  almost  intuitively, 
JDeath  lurka  in  the  drooping  branehet! 

Who  could  look  at  the  mildewed  globules,  in  the  light  of  science,  and  not  realize 
that  there  was  danger  in  their  exhalations?  Invisible  germs  perchance, floating 
flree  and  wide  in  the  surroundins:  atmosphere,  liable  at  any  moment  to  invade  the 
unguarded  sanctuaries  of  human  life. 

To  the  strong  and  healthy,  who  for  a  few  hours  a  day  only  were  exposed  to  this 
pernicious  influence,  no  perceptible  harm  might  result.  But  alas  for  those  who  like 
the  feeble  child,  have  no  stamina  of  their  own  -to  resist  the  evil. 

The  following  January  another  fatal  case  occurred  In  the  same  neighborhood. 
Extremely  sad  also  were  the  circumstances. 

The  youngest  son  of  a  clergyman,  a  noble  lad  of  rare  promise,  had  been  out  skat- 
ing with  his  friends.  On  bis  return  home  at  night  he  complained  of  sore  throat, 
headache,  etc.    The  mother,  somewhat  of  an  invalid  herself,  had  recently  been 
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treated  hydropathically  with  benefit,  and  had  frequently  used  the  same  methods  in 
her  own  family  for  slight  ailments.  Thinking  the  boy  was  only  suffering  flrom  a 
common  cold,  she  applied  her  usual  remedies,  and  he  grew  rapidly  worse.  A  phys- 
ician was  called,  but  too  late,  death  had  already  set  his  seal. 

Being  winter  time,  of  course,  in  this  case,  there  were  no  diseased  plums  on  which 
to  cast  the  blame.  But  in  the  cellar,  which  was  literally  a  large  store-room,  bade  of 
the  basement  hall,  and  opening  into  it,  was  a  liberal  supply  of  potatoes  and  apples, 
many  of  them  tainted  with  decay.  In  this  basement  hall  was  a  large  portable  fur- 
nace which  diflbsed  its  heat  by  means  of  registers  and  open  stairways  throughout 
the  house,  affording  also  a  convenient  medium  for  dispensing  such  poisonous  exha- 
lations, as  would  naturally  arise  from  the  store-room  and  mingle  with  the  currents 
of  heated  air. 

The  next  June  my  two  little  girls  were  taken  with  the  disease,  in  mild  form  at 
first,  and  after  a  short  illness  were  pronounced  convalescent.  But  the  youngest, 
f^om  over  exertion  or  undue  nerrous  excitement,  had  a  most  dangerous  relapse,  and 
for  many  days  we  feared  eadi  one  would  be  her  last.    Life,  however,  conquered. 

At  first  it  was  a  mystery  how  the  children  had  contracted  the  disease.  We  knew 
of  no  oases  near,  and  everything  connected  with  the  premises  appeared  to  be  all 
right.  But  soon  after,  while  exploring  the  cellar,  the  problem  was  solved.  The 
residue  of  the  winter*s  supply  of  potatoes  had  recently  been  assorted,  and  nearly 
half  a  barrel  of  decayed  ones  carelessly  left  behind  the  outside  basement  door,  by 
the  person  whose  business  it  was  to  attend  to  such  matters.  This  door,  which  was 
left  open  In  snmmer,  led  upwards  by  a  few  steps  into  what  was  once  a  conservatory, 
enclosed  with  glass,  and  a  favorite  play-room  of  the  children.  There,  evidently,  the 
illness  was  contracted. 

From  the  above  cases,  and  many  others,  was  this  conclusion,  then,  derived,  namely. 
That  diphtheria  is  a  poisonous  infiuence,  or  growth,  in  the  blood,  emanating  from 
decomposing  vegetable  matter,  and  introduced  into  the  human  system,  eitner  by 
inhalation,  or  swallowed  with  improper  food. 

Whether  it  belongs,  however,  to  such  parasitic  species  as  mildew,  ergot,  and  other 
deadly  fUngi,  or  is  evolved  in  the  fluids  of  the  body  hj  fermentation^  in  a  manner 
analogous  to  the  vinegar  plant,  expert  scientists  alone  could  determine,  by  micro- 
scopes or  chemical  analysis. 

^     '     *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

Florence  Nightingale,  in  her  Treatise  on  Nttrting,  advanced  the  somewhat  start- 
ling assertion  that.  In  certain  diseases,  more  sick  people  died  of  starvation,  by  the 
neglect  of  narsea  to  sapply  proper  nourishment,  than  from  the  disease  itself.  The 
tame  Idea  was  also  elaboratea  by  an  English  physician,  in  a  book  entitled  the 
^  Breath  of  Life.^    Both  works  are  doubtless  familiar  to  you. 

May  not  diphtheria  belong  to  this  dass  of  diseases?  And  if  so,  how  many  pre- 
cious lives  might  be  saved  hyftrequent  and  pereisient  efforts  on  the  part  of  mothers  and 
nurses,  to  administer  life-giving  nutriment  in  the  critical  stages.  These  suggestions 
have  often  occurred  to  mind,  without  anv  occasion  for  giving  them  utterance.  But 
when  scanning  the  **•  Report,"  m v  eyes  fell  upon  the  paragraph,  ^fiicte  are  wanted, 
not  opinions  J^  my  pen  was  impelled  to  bestow  a  few  of  each.  Trusting  thev  will  not 
prove  to  be  an  intrusion  upon  your  patience,  but  received  in  the  same  spirit  which 
has  prompted  them,  I  am 

Yours  respectfhlly, 

Mrs.  M.  J.  WILLIAMS. 

No.  12,  Oohtmbia  81.  East. 

13.  Dr.  W.  W.  Switzer,  of  Tekonsha,  Mich.,  sends  the  following  on  tho 
cansation  of  diphthoriay  all  of  which  is  commended  to  the  medical  profession 
and  others,  to  be  established  or  disproved  by  careful  observation  and  recording 
of  facts : — 

^*  The  following  may  be  of  interest  and  worthv  of  note.  Dr.  Melville  C.  Keith,  of 
Augusta,  Me.,  dalnis  through  the  '  U.  S.  Medical  Investigator,'  that  in  a  practice  of 
twenty-nine  years,  including  a  knowledge  of  1,100  cases  of  diphtheria  recorded, 
children  not  fond  of  Irish  potatoes  are  not  subject  to  attacks  of  this  dreaded  disease, 
and  that  those  who  refrain  from  eating  them  are  entirely  exempt.  So  sanguine  is 
he  that  this  is  true  that  he  says  he  has  offered  to  treat  any  case  of  diphtheria  in  his 
city,  free  of  compensation,  if  the  patient  has  not  used  potatoes  in  his  diet.  The  edi- 
tor of  the  Chicago  Inter-Ocean  claims  perpetual  exemption  by  scrupulously  avoiding 
sun-burned  or  sotanum  poisoned  tubers.  The  editor  of  the  Investigator  thinks  the  dis- 
ease may  be  due  to  excess  of  starch  over-taxing  tlie  salivary  glands  and  increasing 
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the  size  of  the  liver.  Dr.  Wilson,  of  West  Meridian,  Ct.,  traced  attaclcs  to  kerosene 
burning,  which  may  be  a  caution  against  the  perpetual  night  lamp  in  many  sleeping- 
rooms. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"WALLACE  W.  SWiTZEK,  M.  D." 

14.  Haviug  learned  that  Dr.  W.  T.  Stilwell,  of  Ealamazooy  had  just  treated 
seyeral  cases  of  diphtheria,  supposed  to  be  caused  by  milk,  I  requested  of  him 
a  statement  of  the  facts,  which  he  kindly  gave,  as  follows : — 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  ITS  CAUSES,— COMMUNICATION  FROM 

Dr.  W.  T.  STILWELL, 

OF  KALAMAZOO,  MICH. 

On  the  28th  dav  of  July,  1879,1  was  summoned  to  visit  the  family  of  Mr.  W.,  living 
a  short  distance  in  the  country.  His  wife  and  little  girl,  aged  4  years,  complained  of 
what  seemed  to  he  a  malarial  type  of  fever,  with  some  tenderness  of  the  throat. 

The  day  following,  the  little  glrPs  throat  presented  a  very  severe  form  of  diph- 
theria, rapidly  filling  the  throat  with  characteristic  membrane  and  great  swelling, 
both  internal  and  external;  also,  severe  pain  in  the  bowels,  with  frequent  desire  to 
go  to  stool,  without  relief.  The  mo  therms  throat  also  presented  the  same  character 
of  membrane  upon  one  side,  with  great  pain,  swelling,  and  tenderness  in  the  entire 
fauces.  The  mother^s  case  yielded  to  treatment  after  a  lapse  of  several  days.  That 
of  the  little  girl  proved  fatal  on  the  6th  day  of  August,  ten  days  after  the  first  visit. 

There  appeared  on  the  body  of  the  little  girl  about  the  fourth  day  a  very  peculiar 
eruption,  spreading  rapidly  over  the  entire  body  and  extremities,  and ^not  that  of 
scarlatina  rash  in  appearance,  but  resembling  more  that  of  herpes,  verv  painful  and 
quite  confluent  over  a  large  portion  of  the  body.  Large  portions  of  the  membrane 
in  the  throat  were  detached  from  day  to  day,  leaving  a  roughened,  livid  surface  with 
no  reftppearance  of  membrane ;  but  the  exhaustion  of  so  great  a  blood  i>ol8oned  sys- 
tem coiud  not  survive  its  shock. 

On  the  eleventh  day  following,  two  more  of  the  older  children,  boys,  were  attacked 
with  the  same.  The  membrane  in  the  throat  of  these  two  cases  was  not  as  extensive 
as  in  that  of  the  little  girl,  nor  was  there  any  eruption,  but  the  poisoned  system  and 
great  prostration  was  very  severe  and  protracted,  with  final  recovery.  On  the 
twenty-fifth  day  following  another  little  girl  several  years  older  than  the  former 
was  taken  down  with  the  same  in  a  very  severe  form,  with  extensive  development  of 
the  membrane,  great  shock  and  prostration  to  the  system,  with  final  recovery  after 
a  severe  struggle  in  the  case. 

A  few  rods  distant  resided  another  family,  that  of  Mr.  F.,  and  in  that  family  a 
daughter,  an  adult  and  a  relative  of  the  other  children,  was  sick  with  the  same  dis- 
ease, and  at  the  same  time,  with  a  slight  formation  of  membrane,  but  very  severe 
and  protracted  prostration  with  slow  recovery.  As  these  cases  had  so  suddenly 
appeared  in  a  very  healthy  locality,  and  there  were  no  other  cases  about  at  the  time, 
nor  previously,  it  seemed  as  though  there  must  be  some  local  cause  for  its  devel- 
opment. 

On  examination  of  the  surroundings,  cess-pools,  water-closets,  sewerage,  and  drain- 
age, the  evidences  were  decidedly  negative,  and  the  drinking  water  was  supplied  for 
both  families  from  a  newly  and  well  filtered  cistern,  as  they  Informed  me ;  but  to 
make  more  sure  of  its  purity  I  gave  it  a  thorough  test  after  the  manner  described  in 
the  Boston  Journal  of  Chemistry,  with  a  vial  of  the  water  sliirhtly  sweetened  with 
pure  loaf  sugar,  tightly  corked  and  submitted  to  the  rays  of  sunlight  for  several 
days,  which  in  this  case  developed  but  very  little  of  fiocculence  or  turbidness,  proof 
of  its  containing  but  little  ors^anic  matter,  quite  as  pure  as  most  of  our  common  well 
and  spring  water,— a  test  which  may  be  deemed  quite  reliable  as  having  no  better 
mode  at  our  limited  command.  Hy  attention  was  then  turned  to  the  milk  supply  of 
these  families. 

From  a  recent  report  of  the  local  government  board  of  the  northern  part  of  Lon- 
don, England,  where  some  264  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  one  locality,  many 
Proving  fatal,  and  this  district  all  received  its  milk  supply  from  a  particular  source, 
[r.  W.  II.  Power,  the  medical  officer  of  the  board,  said  their  investigation  led  to 
no  discovery  of  sewer  gas  as  the  cause,  as  was  first  suspected,  but  to  milk,  and  all  sup- 
plied by  a  particular  dealer. 

In  the  present  cases,  these  families  used  milk,— many  of  the  children  very  freely, — 
from  the  same  cows,  and  the  little  girl  whose  case  was  fatal,  as  the  mother  expressed 
it,  ^  principally  lived  upon  this  milk."    The  cows  seemed  to  be  quite  healthy,  and 
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the  milk  of  good  quality;  bat  the  cows  drank  daily  while  driven  to  pasture  from  a 
stagnant  pool  of  water  sunken  in  the  ground,  with  a  hard  clay  bottom,  where  the 
hogs  wallowed,  with  sloping  banks,  reoelying  the  wash  of  all  litter  around  its  edges. 

Was  this  the  source  and  cause  of  this  frightful  and  fatal  disease? 

Is  it  possible  that  a  certain  diseased  condition  of  the  cow  might  develop  diph- 
theria in  the  human  subject,  in  same  way  that  cow-pox  induces  vaccinia?— a  bovine 
virus, from  the  milk  source  heretofore  unsuspected? 

W.  T.  STILWELL,  M.  D. 

Kalamazoo^  Sept.  26^  2879. 

15.  The  following  communication  from  Dr.  Orville  Marshall,  of  Lansing, 
traces  an  outbreak  of  diphtheria  in  DeWitt  township,  Clinton  county,  and  men- 
tions several  cases  occurring  in  the  city  of  Lansing.  This  report  of  these  cases 
presents  strong  evidence  of  the  contagiousness  of  diphtheria. 

OUTBREAK  OP  DIPHTHERIA  IN  DE  WHT  TOWNSHIP,  CLINTON  COUNTT,— MODE  OP  COM- 

MUNICATINO  THE  DISEASE,  ETC.,— COMMUNICATION  FROM 

O.  MARSHALL,  M.  D., 

OF  LANSING. 

Dr.  H.  B,  Baker,  Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  SiR:~Enclo8ed  I  send  you  a  map  of  a  part  of  the  township  of  DeWitt,  Clin- 
ton county,  Mich.,  showing  the  location  of  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  which  occurred 
in  the  fall  of  1878.  The  first  case  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  of  August 
of  last  year,  in  the  family  of  Mr.  George  Keck,  Mrs.  Kecic  heing  the  first  one  in  the 
family  taken  sick.  She  contracted  the  disease  hy  visiting  a  family  who  had  diph- 
theria in  the  township  of  Olive,  in  the  neighhorhood  where  Dr.  Topping  reported 
the  disease  prevailing  last  year.*  Mrs.  Keek's  visit  to  this  family  was  on  Sunday, 
and  she  was  taken  sick  on  the  Thursday  following.  The  distance  irom  Mr.  Keek's  to 
the  house  visited  in  Olive  is  six  miles.  The  whole  of  Mr.  Keek's  family,  of  eight 
persons,  had  diphtheria. 

A  son  of  Philip  Kraus  visited  the  Keck  family  while  they  were  sick,  and  four  days 
after  he  came  down  with  tlie  disease.  From  this  case  diphtlieria  went  through  the 
family  of  Mr.  Kraus,  including  the  hired  help  and  a  neighbor  by  the  name  of  Daniel 
Bowers,  who  came  in  to  assist  them,  making  ten  persons  sick  with  diphtheria  in  one 
house. 

After  he  was  taken  sick,  Mr.  Bowers  staid  at  Mr.  Kraus'  house,  but  before  he 
was  fully  recovered  returned  home ;  the  result  was  that  four  of  his  children  had  diph- 
theria, two  of  whom  died. 

The  disease  sliowed  great  malignancy  in  the  family  of  Philip  Kraus,  although 
there  was  but  one  death,  a  son  eleven  years  old.  The  location  of  his  residence  is  on 
the  side  of  a  hill  about  thirty  rods  northwest  of  the  Gunnison  school-house  and 
cemetry,  as  shown  upon  the  map.  There  is  nothing  in  its  location  which  might  be 
said  to  be  bad  in  a  sanitary  point  of  view,  unless  the  cemetery  can  be  considered 
such.  An  examination  of  the  cellar  showed  it  to  be  light,  clean,  and  well  ventilated, 
and  the  same  might  be  said  of  the  whole  house,  with  one  exception.  Under  a  shed 
Joining  the  house  in  the  rear,  I  found  an  abandoned  well,  the  odor  from  which  was  not 
pleasant.  The  reason  why  it  was  abandoned  was  the  impossibility  of  keeping  out 
rats,  frogs,  and  other  animals.  About  twenty  feet  from  the  old  well  was  the  new  one ; 
the  depth  to  water  was  about  the  same  in  each.  The  old  well  was  not  filled  up  when 
abandoned,  but  left  as  when  last  used,  rats,  frogs  and  all,  the  well  being  simply  cov- 
ered over  with  boards.  About  six  feet  from  the  new  well  was  a  hen-coop,  with  a  roof 
made  in  such  a  way  that  when  it  rained  the  water  washed  the  droppings  from  the 
coop  into  an  excavation  made  bv  horses  brought  to  the  well  to  drink,  ft  would  be 
easy  to  imagine  that  the  impurities  from  the  hen-coop  might  find  their  way  into  the 
well.  I  do  not  think  tliat  the  old  well  or  the  hen-coop  near  the  new  one  produced 
diphtheria  in  this  family,  but  I  do  think  that  they  made  the  disease  more  malig- 
nant when  the  patients  were  attacked. 

With  the  history  of  the  disease  in  the  Bowers  family,  who  lived  across  the  road 
from  Philip  Kraus,  I  am  not  familiar,  as  tlioy  were  not  my  patients.  An  interest- 
ing case  connected  with  the  sickness  in  this  family  occurred  three  weeks  ago.  I  was 
called  Sept.  14th  to  see  a  young  lady  sick  with  diphtheria,  who  informed  me  that 
she  was  the  present  sdiool  teacher  at  the  Gunnison  school-house;  that  four  days  be- 
fore being  attacked  she  had  slept  one  night  at  the  house  of  Daniel  Bowers,  near  the 
school.    The  probabilities  are  that  she  slept  in  a  bed  occupied  by  a  diphtheria  patient 
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OUTBREAK  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 
Map  of  a  Part  of  DbWitt  Townbdip,  Clinton  Countt,  Mighioan. 

Letters  A,  B,  G  indicate  order  of  occurrence  of  the  disease.    Figrnres  indicate  the  number  of  cases 
at  eacti  house.    The  number  of  daggers,  thus  t,  indicatea  the  number  of  deaths. 
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At  most  of  the  houses  on  section  23  there  were  no  young  children. 

Bunnlng  west  through  the  south  part  of  section  14  and  diagonally  northwest  through  section  15 
is  a  large  creek  which  unites,  in  the  northwest  i>art  of  section  15,  with  a  creek  that  crosses  the  north- 
west comer  of  section  22  and  passes  north  through  section  15  to  the  flrst-mentioned  creek.  The 
spread  of  the  disease  seemed  to  have  no  connection  with  the  water-courses. 

Sections  23  and  26  border  on,  and  are  partly  included  in,  the  "Big  Marsh."  Weat  of  sections  SS 
and  27,  and  partly  within  them,  is  a  large  tamarack  swamp. 

Sections  14, 15, 22,  the  northwest  part  of  section  23,  and  the  north  part  of  section  27  are  high  sandy 
knolls  and  ridges;  the  remainder  of  sections  shown  on  the  map  is  mostly  clay  soil. 
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last  year,  as  the  house  is  small  and  scantily  furnished,  there  having  been  four  persons 
sick  at  one  time  with  diphtheria  in  tliis  house  last  year,  two  of  whom  died. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  death  of  Mr.  Kraus'  son,  Mr.  Charles  Sloan,  a  neighbor,  attended 
to  the  preparation  and  dressinji:  of  the  body  for  burial.  A  few  days  after  this  occur- 
rence two  grand-children  of  Mr.  Sloan^s,  living  in  Lansing,  fire  miles  away  f^om  his 
house,  were  taken  sick  with  diphtheria.  There  had  been  visiting  between  the  fami- 
lies, the  particulars  of  which  I  could  not  learn.  About  the  middle  of  the  month  of 
January  last,  two  more  grand-cliildren  of  Mr.  Sloan^s  from  another  family  who  lived 
near  St.  Johns,  visited  him;  they  also  visited  the  grand-children  In  the  city;  the 
result  was  they  were  attacked  with  diphtheria  a  few  days  after,  at  Mr.  Sloan^s  house, 
and  one  of  them  died. 

Of  the  remaining  cases  shown  upon  the  map,  the  evidence  of  contagion  was  pretty 
dear.  Mrs.  S.  W.  Downer  visited  the  Keck  fkmiiy  when  thev  were  sick,  and  the  only 
child  at  her  house  soon  had  diphtheria.  Children  of  J.  B.  Morgan,  Jas.  Wei  don,  and 
B.  Downer  visited  the  patient  at  S.  W.  Downer^s,  and  they  all  had  diphtheria. 
Others  claimed  to  have  been  exposed  to  the  disease  in  school.  The  schools  in  the 
Gunnison  and  Gladden  districts  were  closed  as  soon  as  the  nature  of  the  disease 
became  known  to  the  school  officers.  I  believe  no  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred 
among  children  attending  school  in  the  Gladden  district.  One  of  the  Keck  children 
was  attending  school  at  the  Gunnison  school-house  when  other  members  of  the 
family  were  sick  with  the  disease. 

From  the  cases  shown  on  the  map  the  disease  seemed  to  extend  northeast  into  the 
township  of  Bath,  where  there  has  been  a  large  number  of  cases  and  many  deaths. 

Many  cases  have  occurred  in  Lansing,  which  seemed  to  be  connected  with  those  in 
DeWitt;  but  up  to  the  present  COct.  7,1879)  diphtheria  has  not  prevailed  in  the 
city  as  an  epidemic.  I  think  the  reason  of  this  was  in  part  owing  to  a  resolution 
early  adopted  by  the  city  board  of  education,  instructing  teachers  to  dismiss  from 
school  all  scholars  who  had  sore  throat,  and  also  to  exchide  from  sdiool  until  they 
were  fully  reecoverd,  all  scholars  in  whose  homes  there  were  persons  sick  with 
diphtheria. 

The  first  cases  of  diphtheria  which  I  saw  in  the  city  occurred  about  the  same  time 
the  Keck  family  were  taken  sick  in  the  country.  These  first  cases  seemed  to  have 
some  connection  with  the  cases  in  the  townships  of  Riley  and  Olive,  reported  by  Dr. 
Topping  last  year.*  A  neighbor  of  one  of  the  families  in  the  city  where  they  had 
diphtheria  had  attended  a  funeral  of  a  diphtheria  case  in  the  township  of  Riley.  The 
evidence  of  contagion  in  these  cases  in  the  city  was  not  very  decided  in  a  majority 
of  instances.    Latterly  this  seems  to  be  changed. 

Several  otlier  cases  showing  the  contai^ious  nature  of  the  disease  have  occurred 
which  may  be  of  interest.  December  12tn  of  last  year  a  son  of  James  Truesdell,  in 
this  city,  was  taken  sick  with  diphtheria.  I  was  informed  by  the  grandmother  of 
this  boy  that  he  had  been  brought  home  sick  from  her  house  in  the  village  of  De  Witt ; 
that  a  few  days  before  he  had  been  in  a  neighbor's  house  where  they  hiEid  had  severe 
cases  of  diphtheria  six  weeks  previously. 

An  instance  of  the  cause  of  diphtheria  being  retained  in  bedding,  occurred  in  the 
family  of  W.  H.  Kynett,  of  this  city.  In  the  month  of  February  of  this  year  a  friend 
of  the  Kynetts,  in  a  neighboring  town,  lost  her  only  child  with  dlohtherla.  Shortly 
after  this  she  broke  up  housekeeping  and  brought  her  bedding  to  Mr.  Kynett*s  house 
and  stored  it  in  an  unused  room.  About  the  first  of  May  following,  this  bedding  was 
unpacked,  a  young  daughter  of  Mr.  Kynetts  being  present;  a  few  (lays  after  this  she 
was  taken  sick  with  diphtheria  and  died. 

Diphtheria  appeared  in  the  family  of  Joseph  Sneeberger,  who  lives  about  two 
miles  north  of  Lansing,  February  19th.  At  this  time  four  members  of  the  family 
had  the  disease.  Three  months  after  these  cases  two  more  who  had  not  previously 
had  the  disease,  were  taken  sick,  with  it;  these  were  all  severe  cases.    Mrs.  Sneeber- 

§er  is  a  sister  of  Philip  Kraus  vrhose  family  suffered  so  severely  last  fall.    I  have 
een  informed  that  another  sister's  family  living  in  the  town  of  Bath  have  also  had 
the  disease  since. 

Many  other  cases  showing  the  contagious  nature  of  diphtheria  might  be  given.  As 
the  disease  still  prevails  in  this  vicinity,  I  may  be  able  to  furnish  other  facts 
relating  to  it,  if  desired,  at  another  time. 

Respectfully  yours, 

0.  MARSHALL. 
Lansing^  October  7, 1879. 

•Page  85,  Report  Michigan  State  Board  of  Ilealtb,  for  1878. 
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A  brief  analysis  of  the  foregoing  papers  will,  I  think,  be  found  to  be  a  con- 
siderable contribution  to  the  study  of  diphtheria,  or,  at  least,  confirmatory 
of  a  number  of  propositions  in  regard  to  the  disease,  now  very  generally 
accepted  by  the  medical  profession.  So  far  as  they  go,  also,  they  appear  to 
fully  justify  the  document  issued  by  this  Board  on  the  *' Restriction  and  Pre- 
Tention  of  Diphtheria." 

In  this  study  the  following  propositions  appear  especially  to  receive  confir- 
mation : — 

1.  Diphtheria  not  infrequently  appears  to  break  out  de  novo. 

In  the  Sanitary  Record  of  Sept.  6,  1878,  W.  N.  Thursfield,  M.  D.,  S.  Sc.  C. 
Camb.,  thus  puts  the  proposition :  ''That  its  endemic  breeding-grounds  are  to 
be  found  in  certain  well-defined  spots  in  rural  districts,  where  it  is  constantly  liable 
to  break  out  as  if  tfo  novo^  and  that  the  constant  condition  of  these  localities 
is  structural  dampmss  of  habitation.^'  In  another  place  he  says :  ''I  can  point 
to  isolated  houses  which  have  been  attacked  by  diphtheria  at  intervals  of  years, 
[as  in  Dr,  Sabin's  report  printed  above,  page  115] ,  where  the  dampness  has  chiefly 
resulted  from  the  house  being  shut  in  and  closely  surrounded  by  trees,  with, 
in  some  cases,  the  earth  at  the  back  almost  level  with  the  eaves.  Whaiever 
*  conditions  seem  to  favor  fungoid  growth  would  seem  to  favor  the  incidence  and 
persistence  of  the  disease,' '  Dr.  Arthur  Downs,  S.  Sc.  Cert.  Camb.,  suggests 
that  ''the  contagium  vivumoi  diphtheria  is  capable  of  prolonged  existence 
under  conditions  independent  of  the  human  organism, — possibly  as  a  low 
growth  on  damp  surfaces."*  Is  not  this  the  true  way  of  accounting  for  the 
apparent  origin  of  the  disease  from  decaying  vegetables  in  the  cellar,  from 
filthy  cesspools,  as  in  the  first  series  of  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Palmer  (page  107). 
from  sewer  gas,  or,  as  in  the  letter  of  Mrs.  M.  J.  Williams,  (page  122),  from  decay- 
ing plums  upon  the  trees?  Conditions  existed  in  each  case  favoring  fungoid 
growths.  Are  the  cofiditions  that  favor  such  growths  the  essential  cause  of  the 
disease,  or  are  some  forms  of  the  fungoid  growths  themselves  the  cause? 

2.  These  papers  tend  to  confirm  the  conviction  that  diphtheria  is  contagious 
or  infectious. 

The  disease  appears  to  be  more  contagious  at  some  times  than  at  others,  in 
the  same  place;  and  more  contagious  in  some  places  than  in  others, 
at  the  same  time.  In  some  epidemics  of  the  disease  its  contagious  nature 
appears  to  be  so  virulent  as  to  be  described  as  infectious.  Would  not  this 
fact  go  to  show  that  the  conditions  that  favor  fungoid  growths  are 
rather  the  essential  cause  of  the  disease  than  the  fungoid  growths  them- 
selves? For  the  conditions  might  not  be  so  strong  or  intense  at  one  time 
as  at  another,  or  in  one  place  as  in  another,  and  so  would  not  affect 
persons  to  such  a  degree  as  to  cause  the  disease ;  but  if  the  f  ungoids  were  the 
essential  cause  of  the  disease,  and  they  were  actually  produced,  we  should 
expect  they  would  follow  the  law  and  reproduce  themselves. 

3.  A  predisposing  condition  of  the  individual  is  certainly  favorable  if  not 
necessary  to  the  development  of  the  disease.  These  predisposing  conditions 
are  of tenest  found  in  young  persons,  from  one  year  old  to  sixteen.  Is  it  not 
true  that  the  **  conditions  that  favor  fungoid  growths''  more  readily  affect  the 
young  than  the  old  and  make  them  subjects  of  the  disease?  Colds  or  slight 
sore  throats  iu  persons  living  in  places  favorable  to  tlie  development  of  the 
disease  render  them  especially  liable  to  an  attack. 

*  American  Medical  Bi'Weekly,  Jan.  18, 1879. 
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4.  The  disease  is  commanicable  from  the  mildest  cases.  Such  cases  are 
especially  liable  to  give  origin  to  an  epidemic  which  may  be  severe  or  even 
malignant.  This  is  the  reason  why,  of  all  diseases,  diphtheria  is  most  liable 
to  bo  spread  by  schools,  children  being  frequently  affected  with  the  disease  so 
lightly  as  not  only  not  to  be  disabled  from  attending  school,  but  not  oven  to 
give  any  external  sign  that  they  are  the  subject  of  the  disease.  Hence,  when 
diphtheria  is  known  to  exist  in  a  neighborhood,  children  affected  by  even  a 
slight  sore  throat  should  be  scrupulously  isolated,  or  the  school  should  be 
closed.  It  is  sometimes  said  that  some  physicians  appear  unwarrantably  to 
increase  the  number  of  their  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  especially  their  per  cent 
of  cures,  by  calling  all  cases  of  slight  sore  throat,  and  especially  all  cases  with 
slight  patches  of  a  whitish  color  on  the  tonsils,  or  any  part  of  the  fauces,  cases 
of  true  diphtheria,  especially  if  in  the  vicinity  there  has  been  an  undoubted 
case  or  two  of  the  disease.  Such  a  practice  as  that  is  doubtless  deleterious  to 
professional  accuracy  in  the  diagnosis  of  the  disease,  and  is  a  large  element  of 
error  in  its  statistics;  but,  accompanied  with  proper  sanitary  restrictions  in  all 
cases  of  so-called  diphtheria,  would  it  not  be  more  likely  to  restrict  its  spread 
than  a  more  exact  and  exclusive  diagnosis,  which,  in  its  exactness,  might  over- 
look or  misname  some  real,  though  slight  cases  of  the  disease? 

Almost  every  epidemic  of  diphtheria  is  either  preceded,  accompanied,  or  fol- 
lowed by  numerous  cases  of  sore  throat,  called  sometimes  ''quinsy,"  or 
^tonsilitis,"  or  simply  ''sore  throat."  This  form  of  disease  Dr.  Arthur 
Downs  considers  "essentially  identical  with  undoubted  diphtheria,"  for  these 
reasons,*  viz.,  "1.  These  sore  throats  prevail  correlatively  with  the  unques- 
tioned cases  of  diphtheria.  2.  Under  favorable  conditions  they  may  commun- 
icate the  typical  form  of  the  disease.  3.  The  latter,  also,  in  its  turn,  gives 
rise  to  these  apparently  trivial  sore-throats."  He  adds:  "I  can  only  repeat 
my  conviction  that,  if  the  public  generally,  and  medical  men  in  particular, 
dropping  the  misleading  name  derived  from  a  variable  pathological  appear- 
ance, would  regard  these  concomitant  'sore  throats'  as  essentially  'diphther- 
itic,' a  great  point  would  be  gained  toward  the  isolation  so  necessary,  but  at 
present  so  difficult  to  obtain.  It  is  to  this  end  that  Dr.  Thursfield,  whoso 
experience  is  second  to  none,  strenuously  urges  the  disuse  of  the  modern  term 
'diphtheria,'  and  the  resumption  of  the  old  name  'contagious  cynanche.'  " 

5.  The  infection  of  diphtheria  is  especially  portable. 

Thus  we  see  it  apparently  conveyed  for  quite  long  distances  by  persons  going 
from  an  affected  house,  but  who  themselves  have  not  had  the  disease.  In 
other  cases  persons  just  going  to  an  affected  house,  though  tarrying  only  for  a 
few  minutes,  seem  to  convey  and  communicate  the  disease  to  others,  though 
they  themselves  escape.  Persons  long  considered  convalescent  also,  appear  in 
some  cases  to  retain  about  them  the  germs,  or  the  *' contagium  vitmm,'^  of  the 
disease,  so  as  really  to  communicate  it  to  others.  These  considerations,  appar- 
ently established,  demonstrate  tlie  importance  of  strict  and  long-continued 
isolation,  and  an  effective  disinfection  of  person  and  clothing. 

6.  There  are  certain  cases  in  which  the  disease  appears  to  be  conveyed  and 
distributed  by  milk.  In  the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Goodwin  of  Cassopolis,  (page 
121),  was  the  milk  the  means  of  communication?  or  was  it  the  persons  who 
conveyed  the  milk? 

It  is  well  known  that  milk  when  standing  is  especially  apt  to  become 
"tainted"  by  the  absorption  of  volatile  particles  floating  in  the  air.     It  does 

*  American  Medical,  Bi- Weekly,  Jan.  18,  1879. 
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not  therefore  seem  unreasonable  to  suppose  that  the  essential  ''germs  "  or  the 
*^ contagium  vivum''  of  diphtheria  would  be  absorbed  and  conveyed  by  it. 
Certain  it  is  that  the  distribution  of  milk  from  a  house  where  the  disease  pre- 
vails is  dangerous  to  those  families  who  receive  it. 

May  it  not  be.  also,  as  is  hinted  in  Dr.  Stil well's  cases,  (pages  124-5),  that 
through  the  milk  is  the  de  novo  origin  of  the  disease  in  some  cases?  If,  as  has 
been  suggested,  just  those  conditions  that  favor  fungoid  growths  favor  the 
development  of  the  essential  cause  of  diphtheria,  were  there  not  present  around 
that  mud-hole  in  August,  where  the  hogs  wallowed  and  from  which  the  cows 
drank  twice  a  day,  conditions  that  might  confidently  be  expected  to  develop 
the  essential  cause  of  the  disease?  If  that  ''essential  cause"  is  the  germs  or 
spores  of  some,  low  fungoid  growths,  what  should  hinder  their  being  taken  in  by 
the  cows  with  the  water  they  drank  and  affecting  the  milk  so  that  it  would 
cause  the  disease? 

7.  Public  funerals  of  persons  dying  of  contagious  diseases  are  dangerous  to 
the  public  health  and  ought  to  be  forbidden  by  law.  I  suppose  it  is  safe  to  say 
that  aside  from  schools  there  is  not  a  more  fertile  way  of  spreading  diphtheria 
than  by  public  funerals,  where  the  dead  body  is  presented  to  the  gaze  of  the 
curious.  Many  persons,  young  and  old,  on  such  an  occasion,  crowd  every  part 
of  a  house  which  has,  perhaps,  for  days  been  infected  with  the  disease,  and 
when  the  disease  becomes  fearfully  and  fatally  epidemic  the  whole  community 
wonder  and  ate  aghast  at  the  "mysterious dispensation  of  Divine  Providence ;" 
whereas,  had  the  family  with  a  few  adult  friends  quietly  and  speedily  buried 
their  dead  and  thoroughly  disinfected  their  house.  Divine  Providence  would  have 
smiled  upon  that  community  by  giving  general  health.  God  may  often  very 
truthfully  be  said  to  be  a- "wall  of  fire  round  about''  the  people  when  fire  is 
used  for  thorough  disinfection  from  disease. 

It  is  greatly  to  be  regretted  that  every  local  health  officer  does  not  put  into 
every  household  the  two  pamplets  issued  by  this  Board  on  the  Restriction 
and  Prevention  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  of  Diphtheria.  The  paying  out  of  a 
few  cents  for  that  purpose  would  frequently,  it  is  believed,  save  in  many  a 
community  very  many  precious  lives  and  much  money  now  spent  for  disease 
and  death. 

8.  The  interesting  papers  by  Dr.  Marvin  of  Ithaca  (pages  111-115),  raise  the 
question  whether  the  spread  of  diphtheria  in  general  is  in  the  direction  that  the 
prevailing  winds  blow.  The  facts  which  he  cites  and  the  map  given  of  the  pro- 
gress of  the  epidemic  of  which  he  writes,  certainly  appear  to  justify  such  a  con- 
clusion. If  that  manner  of  the  spread  of  that  epidemic  was  true  in  this  case,  the 
"con/a^wm,"  if  "tnvum"  must  have  been  of  such  a  fungoid  growth  as  would 
bear  the  frosts  of  winter  and  the  heat  of  summer;  for  the  history  of  that  epi- 
demic extended  over  both.  Dr.  Marshall  also  states  (page  127),  that  the  disease 
extended  north-east  from  the  cases  which  he  reports,  into  the  township  of  Bath. 
But  it  may  be  that,  in  both  cases,  the  facts  can  be  explained  by  other  means 
of  communication  than  the  winds.  It  will  be  noticed  that  east  and  west  of 
the  cases  reported  by  Dr.  Marshall  are  large  uninhabitable  swamps,  and  that 
northwest  from  these  cases  there  were  but  few  young  children,  so  that  the 
disease  could  not  well  extend  in  these  directions.  The  question  proposed  by 
Dr.  Marvin  is,  however,  well  worth  studying.  If  the  contagium  of  this  disease 
is  really  the  spores  of  some  fungus,  nothing  is  easier  to  believe  than  that  these 
spores,  as  the  spores  of  known  fungi  and  the  seeds  of  many  plants,  are  really 
spread  by  the  prevailing  winds.  And,  indeed,  if  in  all  epidemics  of  the 
disease  observed  it  should  be  found  to  spread  mainly  in  the  direction  in  which 
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the  prevailing  winds  blow,  will  not  that  fact  be  something  of  an  argument  in 
the  support  of  the  theory  of  a  *'  contagium  vivumf" 

Certainly  it  is  very  desirable  that  in  all  parts  of  the  State  careful  observa- 
tions be  taken  and  recorded  as  to  this  question :  Does  the  disease  most  frequently 
spread  in  the  direction  in  which  the  prevailing  winds  blow? 

II.— ERYSIPELAS   AND  PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Several  cases  of  erysipelas  have  been  reported  from  various  parts  of  the  State 
nearly  synchronous  with  cases  of  puerperal  fever  occurring  in  the  same  places. 

Inquiries  were  instituted  by  Dr.  Baker  to  ascertain  if  there  were  any  facts  in 
the  histories  of  those  cases  which  would  tend  to  establish  the  identity  of  the 
two  diseases  or  to  show  that  a  contagium  might  be  carried  from  erysipelas 
patients,  which  in  lying-in  women  would  cause  puerperal  fever. 

These  inquiries  have  elicited  the  following  replies,  which,  although  they  are 
mostly  negative,  as  to  establishing  the  identity  of  the  two  diseases,  neverthe- 
less in  some  instances  point  to  the  danger  of  conveying  a  contagium  from  an 
erysipelas  patient  to  a  parturient  woman,  which  would  in  her  cause  puerperal 
fever.  In  the  first  paper  one  case  is  stated,  where,  in  the  opinion  of  the  phys- 
ician himself,  he  did  carry  the  contagium  that  produced  puerperal  fever  from 
an  erysipelas  patient ;  and  in  the  third  paper  the  danger  of  conveying  the  con- 
tagium from  one  case  of  puerperal  fever  to  other  lying-in  women  by  the 
accoucheur  is  very  properly  and  markedly  referred  to.  * 

The  profession  is  now  in  possession  of  numerous  facts  which,  although  not 
perhaps  clearly  demonstrating  the  identity  of  the  two  diseases,  yet  at  least 
point  strongly  to  the  danger  of,  and  loudly  warn  against,  the  practice  of  any 
physician  while  he  is  in  attendance  upon  an  erysipelas  or  puerperal  fever  case 
attending  any  case  of  confinement  or  any  woman  during  the  puerperal  period. 

These  communications  were  received  in  response  to  inquiries,  sent  by  Dr. 
Baker,  nearly  identical  with  the  following : — 


Dear  Sib:— In  3'our  report  of  diseases  for  the  week  ending  Saturday, 


you  mention  both  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever.  So  much  has  been  written  con- 
cerning the  relation  of  these  two  diseases  that  we  desire  to  obtain  and  place  on 
record  facts  bearing  on  the  subject,  whenever  an  opportunity  occurs.  Will  you  have 
the  kindness  to  write  me  concerning  these  cases?  After  you  have  investigated  the 
subject,  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  report  of  the  facts  tending  to  prove  or  disprove 
any  connection  or  relation  between  .the  two  diseases. 

1.— REPUES  FROM  R.  B.  SMrTH,  M.  D.,  OF  WEBDERVILLE,  MICH. 

Webberville,  Mich.,  April,  1879. 
Henry  B,  Baker ^  31.  D,: 

Dear  Doctor:— In  reply  to  yours  of  March  31, 1879,  will  give  you  a  history  of  the 
cases  you  mention.  March  8  1  was  called  to  see  a  patient  5  months  old,  suffering 
with  facial  erysipelas  of  a  severe  type.  The  disease  showed  itself  first  on  the  left 
side  of  the  nose,  and  extended  from  there  In  all  directions  till  the  whole  of  the 
face  and  nearly  all  of  the  scalp  became  involved.  There  was  considerable  swelling, 
extreme  tenderness  and  redness  of  the  whole  of  this  surface.  Pulse  ranged  from  130 
to  170  per  minute;  temperature  from  103*  to  105J".  Patient  gradually  grew  worse 
till  March  24,  when  death  relieved  it.  March  15  I  was  called  to  attend  Mrs.  B.  in  her 
third  confinement.  Found  her  in  labor,  os  well  dilated,  and  labor-pains  rej^ular. 
Labor  normal.  Delivered  of  large,  healthy  child.  March  16,  patient  doing  well  in 
all  respects.  March  17,  about  48  hours  after  delivery,  I  found  patient  with  severe 
headache,  pulse  100,  temperature  103}'',  considerable  tenderness  in  the  region  of 
uterus,  and  obstinate  constipation,  March  18, 19,  and  20,  condition  about  the  same, 
with  increased  tenderness,  some  tympanitis,  tongue  coated  and  dry.  March  21,22, 
and  23,  symptoms  remained  about  the  same,  except  there  was  in  addition  wakefulness 
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with  constant  delirium.  March  24,  patient  commenced  to  improve  in  all  her  symp- 
toms, and  is  making  a  good  recovery.  For  several  reasons  I  am  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  the  case  of  •erysipelas  bears  a  direct  relation  to  the  case  of  puerperal 
fever:  1.  Both  cases  occurred  in  my  practice.  2.  I  had  been  attending  the  case  with 
erysipelas  seven  days  previously  to  attending  Mrs.  B.  in  confinement.  3.  Had  been 
to  visit  the  patient  with  erysipelas  about  six  hours  before  beine  called  to 
attend  Mrs.  B.  in  labor.  4.  This  was  the  only  case  of  puerperal  fever  it  has  ever 
been  my  misfortune  to  have,  although  I  attended  two  other  cases  of  confinement 
during  the  time  of  the  case  with  erysipelas,  both  making  a  good  recovery. 

In  regard  to  the  patient  with  puerperal  fever,  I  will  say  tnat  she  had  been  in  very 
delicate  health  for  about  four  months  previous  to  childbirth,  which  perhaps  made 
her  more  susceptible  to  the  poison. 

Respectfully,  R.  B.  SMITH,  M.  D. 

2.— LETTER    FBOM    E.  A.  HERI6,  H.  D.,  HEALTH    OFFICER    OF    SAOINAW  CITY,    TRANS- 
MITTING  REPLIES  FROM  DR.  L.  W.  BLISS. 

Saginaw,  Mich.,  May  27,  1879. 
Henry  B,  Baker^  M,  D.: 

Dear  Sir: — In  complying  with  your  request  of  the  30th  ult.,  I  endeavored  to  get 
the  wanted  Information  at  once,  which,  on  my  request,  was  handed  to  me  written. 
1  herewith  forward  to  you  this  original  answer  by  Dr.  L.  W.  Bliss,  which  I  deem 
sufficient  to  respond  to  your  inquiry. 

Very  respectfully,  DR.  E.  A.  HERIG. 

REPLIES  BY  DR.  L.  W.  BLISS,  OF  SAGINAW  CITY. 

Saginaw,  May  2,  1870. 
Dr,  E,  A.  Herig,  Health  Qfflcer  : 

Dear  Sir: — The  case  of  puerperal  fever  commenced,  or  I  was  first  called  to  it, 
Sunday,  the  20th  ult.,  which  was  in  the  1st  ward.  It  was  her  third  confinement. 
The  case  of  erysipelas  was  in  the  3d  ward,  nearly  three-fourths  of  a  mile  apart,  and 
the  friends  of  both  are  not  on  visiting  acquaintance.  And  further,  the  case  of  ery- 
sipelas I  was  first  called  to  see  on  the  2l8t  ult.,  P.  M.  She  is  about  52  years  old,  and 
had  suffered  from  facial  neuralgia  for  some  time,  but  had  had  no  physician  in 
attendance.  Nor  can  I  trace  any  connection  between  the  two  cases.  Nor  have  I 
ever  found  any  connection  between  the  two  diseases  heretofore.  I  also  shall  report 
this  week  another  case  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas  in  the  6th  ward  to  which  I  was 
called  last  night.  If  there  is  any  connection  the  puerperal  fever  would  propagate 
the  erysipelas,  as  the  case  of  fever  occurred  prior. 

Yours  truly,  L.  W.  BLISS. 

3.— replies  BY  W.  H.  ROUSE,  M.  D.,  OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 

441  Sixth  Street,  Detroit,  May  12,  1879. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Doctor  :~Your  favor  of  the  6th,  inquiring  in  regard  to  the  cases  of  erysip- 
elas and  puerperal  fever  which  have  occurred  in  this  vicinity,  with  especial  reference 
to  any  connection  that  may  have  been  observed  between  these  diseases,  is  received. 
Since  my  last  communication  to  you  on  this  subject  there  have  been  quite  a  number 
of  cases  of  erysipelas,  especially  during  the  last  four  or  five  months,  and  of  late  a 
few  cases  of  puerperal  fever.  I  have  attended  a  number  of  cases  of  erysipelas,  but 
have  seen  none  of  puerperal  fever. 

I  have  regularly  attended  puerperal  patients  while  in  attendance  on  cases  of 
erysipelas,  and  have  never  found  trouble  result.  Many  others  are  doing  the  same. 
This  should  not  be  the  case  if  puerperal  fever  could  be  readily  induced  by  infection 
carried  by  the  attendant,  as  has  been  supposed.  No  cases  of  these  diseases  have  been 
observed  in  which  the  histories  show  the  slightest  connection,  except  in  similarity 
of  symptoms,  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  see  or  learn.  It  would  be  useless  to  give 
the  histories  of  these  cases,  as  they  leave  the  subject  as  before,  viz.,  no  observable  con- 
nection between  the  two  diseases. 

There  is  one  rather  remarkable  circumstance  connected  with  cases  of  puerperal  fever, 
which  seems  to  hold  good  in  successive  epidemics,  or  cases,  and  that  is  one  or  more, 
but  a  comparatively  limited  proportion,  of  those  who  attend  puerperal  women,  have 
all  the  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  the  other  accoucheurs  being  free  from  this  difficulty. 
It  is  not  unusual  for  one  physician  to  have  many  cases  of  this  fever  while  other  phy- 
sicians, some  of  whom  assist  their  unfortunate  brother,  have  no  trouble  with  their 
puerperal  patients.    Even  fear,  so  potent  a  factor  at  times  in  developing  disease,  is 
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not  sufficient  In  these  cases;  for  I  hare  seen  many  a  woman  In  tears  as  I  entered 
their  rooms  to  attend  them— weeping  for  fear  of  death  from  this  much-dreaded 
disease. 

This  looks  as  if  there  was  something  about  the  particular  individual  which  renders 
him  or  her  susceptible  of  carrying  an  Infection  from  one  patient  to  another.  Whether 
this  be  some  inherent  peculiarity  of  the  individual,  not  usually  possessed  by  ordinary 
mortals,  or  from  want  of  cleanliness  or  care,  I  am  unable  to  determine. 

A  few  years  ago  a  rather  severe  epidemic  of  puerperal  fever,  so  far  as  one  physi- 
cian was  concerned,  occurred  in  a  town  of  about  4,000  inhabitants.  The  trouble  was 
confined  to  the  patients  of  one  physician,  who  had  the  leading  practice  in  the  town 
and  surrounding  country;  no  cases,  so  far  as  I  can  learn,  occurred  in  the  hands  of  the 
other  practitioners.  The  land  was  undulating,  the  locality  usually  very  healthy,  and 
at  the  time  few  or  no  cases  of  erysipelas  were  reported. 

I  therefore  fail  to  find  any  facts  to  sustain  the  idea  that  these  diseases  are  either 
identical  or  transmutable. 

Yours  truly,  W.  H.  ROUSE,  M.  D. 

4.— REPUES  BY  CHARLES  W.  MILES,  M.  D.,  OF  CALUMET,  MICH. 

Calumet,  L.  S.,  Mich.,  July  28, 1878. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health : 

Dear  Sir:— Dr.  E.  H.  Pomeroy,  one  of  our  mine  physicians,  in  whose  practice  the 
case  of  puerperal  fever  occurred,  says  there  could  have  been  no  connection  between 
the  cases  of  erysipelas  and  puerperal  fever  reported  for  July  6, 1878. 

The  lady  who  had  puerperal  fever  was  confined  June  26th,  and  was  the  fourth  and 
last  confinement  attended  by  the  doctor  on  that  day.  The  doctor  visited  no  patients 
until  after  having  attended  this  case. 

Puerperal  fever  Is  a  very  rare  disease  with  us;  erysipelas  is  very  common,  both  the 
traumatic  and  the  idiopathic  varieties.  We  cannot  recall  any  case  of  puerperal  fever 
as  being  directly  caused  by  erysipelas  infection. 

I  believe,  however,  that  puerperal  fever  may  be  produced  by  the  infectious  and 
contagious  nature  of  puerperal  fever,  erysipelas,  scarlatina,  small-pox,  hospital  gan- 
grene, diphtheria,  the  post  mortem,  and  other  poisons. 

Yours  respectfully,  CHAS.  W.  NILES. 

5.— REPUES  BY  O.  MARSHALL,  M.  D.,  OF  NORTH  LANSING,  MICH. 

Secretary  State  Board  ofUealth : 

Dear  Sir:— The  particulars  of  the  childbed  fever  and  erysipelas  cases  are  as  fol- 
lows : 

Hr.  E.  P.  of  this  city  was  talcen  sick  with  facial  erysipelas  Nov.  10, 1878;  he  was 
sick  about  ten  days.  His  wife,  at  that  time,  was  past  eight  months  in  pregnancy. 
They  both  slept  in  the  same  bed,  except  during  Hr.  P.*s  illness.  Mrs.  P.  was  confined 
Dec.  6;  she  was  placed  In  another  room  on  a  new  bed,  no  bed-clothes  were  used  on  her 
bed  which  had  l)een  on  Mr.  P.^s  bed.  Dec.  10  Mrs.  P.  had  a  severe  chill,  followed  bv 
high  temperature  and  rapid  pulse,  with  great  abdominal  pain  and  tenderness.  Al- 
though these  symptoms  were  very  alarming  she  made  a  good  recovery  after  a  week's 
illness.  Mr.  P.  had  a  return  of  facial  erysipelas  the  same  day  that  Mrs.  P.  was 
attacked  with  fever. 

In  my  practice  duringthe  year  1878  two  cases  of  childbed  fever  occurred  before  Mrs. 
P.  and  one  case  after.  The  relation  which  these  cases  had  to  each  other  and  to  other 
cases  of  obstetrics  occurring  in  my  practice  is  best  shown  on  the  following  table.  Of 
the  four  cases  of  childbed  rever  given,  one  died.  During  the  time  given  I  attended 
many  cases  of  diphtheria,  some  of  them  quite  malignant. 

Obstetrical  Ca$e$,  Oct,  3  to  Dec.  30,  2878. 

No.    1878. 

1.  Oct.  3.— Miscarriage,  no  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

2.  Oct.  9.— Patient  attacked  with  childbed  fever  Oct.  12;  recovered. 

3.  Oct.  12.— Miscarriage,  patient  had  peritonitis;  recovered. 

4.  Oct.  27.~No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

5.  Oct.  28.— No  unusual  symptoms  followed, 
n.  Oct.  30.— No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

7.  Nov.  14.— No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

8.  Nov.  17.— No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

9.  Nov.  19. — ^No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

10.  Nov.  20.— Patient  attacked  with  childbed  fever  Nov.  22;  died  Dec.  1. 

11.  Nov.  28.— No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 
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12.  Dec  3.— Miscarriage,  no  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

13.  Dec.  6.— Patient  attacked  with  childbed  fever  Dec  10;  recovered. 

14.  Dec  18. — No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

15.  Dec.  24.— Abort  ion,  six  months;  no  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

16.  Dec  25.'No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

17.  Dec.  25.— Patient  attacked  with  childbed  fever  Dec.  27;  recovered. 

18.  Dec.  30. — No  unusual  symptoms  followed. 

19.  Dec  30. — Miscarriage,  no  untisual  symptoms  followed.  , 

O.  MARSHALL. 
Lansing,  Oct.  IS,  1879. 

III.— TYPHOID  FEVER. 

The  following  cases  of  fever  with  typhoid  symptoms,  reported  by  Dr.  Clapp, 
of  Meudon,  are  submitted  togetlier  with  the  analysis  of  the  water  from  the 
suspected  well,  and  a  diagram  of  the  surroundings  of  the  well. 

CASES  OP  FEVER  SIMULATING  TYPHOID  FEVER,  ATTRIBUTED  TO  USE  OP  IMPURE 

WELL-WATER,— COMMUNICATION  FROM 

H.  C.  CLAPP,  M.  D., 

OP  MENDON,  MICH. 

Mendon,  Mich.,  May  19,  1879. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health  : 

Dear  Doctor: — Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  send  you  a  statement  of  a  fever 
simulating  typhoid,  whicii  broke  out  in  the  family  of  James  Monfort,  living  in  Not- 
tawa  township,  four  miles  south  of  Mendon,  and  of  the  probable  cause.  During  the 
last  four  years  they  have  had  more  or  less  of  siclcness,  some  of  a  severe  type.  In 
February,  1875,  his  littlo  girl,  aged  five  years,  hadBcarlet  fever  of  a  mild  form.  In 
February,  and  again  in  August,  1876,  the  same  girl  had  what  was  called  a  bilious 
fever.  From  the  11th  to  the  22(1  of  May,  1876,  Mrs.  Monfort  was  very  sick  with  facial 
erysipelas,  and  in  July,  1877,  with  a  severe  attack  of  neuralgia  of  the  head  and  face. 

Chas.  Monfort,  the  subject  of  this  fever,  had  a  remittent  fever  in  December,  1877, 
and  was  peculiarly  sick  in  August,  1878,  the  symptoms  being  those  of  depression, 
something  like  sunstroke,  but  which  it  could  not  have  been,  owing  to  the  coolness  of 
the  weather  then  existing. 

His  general  health  from  that  time  did  not  seem  to  be  good  up  to  the  22d  of  March, 
1879,  when  he  was  attacked  with  the  symptoms  of  a  typhoid  fever  of  a  most  severe 
form,  the  nosebleed  being  at  times  alarming,  the  blood  thick  and  dark,  almost  inky. 
the  sordes  completely  covering  the  teeth  and  lips  and  very  black,  tongue  dry  and 
brown,  and  a  general  manifestation  of  depression  from  the  beginning.  There  was  but 
n  slight  tendency  to  diarrhea,  some  tenderness  in  right  hypochondrium,  no  tympanitis, 
and  no  obeervable  rose-colored  patches.  But  what  was  a  little  remarkable  was  the 
free  and  sometimes  excessive  secretion  of  urine,  of  a  nearly  normal  color.  I  did  not 
test  it  for  albumen  or  anything  else.  Another  peculiarity  was  its  tendency  to 
relapse  about  every  flfth  or  sixth  day.  There  would  be  a  gradual  abatement  of  the 
symptoms  up  to  that  point,  the  fever  would  remit,  the  tongue  moisten,  the  sordes 
disappear,  when  all  at  once,  generally  with  a  slight  chill,  the  whole  catalogue  of 
aggravated  symptoms  would  be  precipitated  upon  him.  This  was  repeated  three 
tunes,  simulating  what  is  called  relapsing  fever,  which  I  have  no  experience  with. 

A  vexatious  cough,  with  slight  rusty  colored  expectoration,  commenced  alter  the 
first  week,  accompanied  with  a  little  sub-crepitant  rale  at  posterior  and  base  of  left 
lung,  and  some  bronco  phony  at  corresponding  point  on  right  side,  so  that  a  slight 
double  pneumonia  existed  as  a  complication,  the  extension  of  which  might  possibly 
account  for  those  relapsing  chills,  and  yet  the  physical  signs  failed  to  detect  it. 

After  the  last  chill,  during  the  fourth  week,  the  boy  approached  as  near  dcath^s 
door  as  it  was  possible,  and  would  have  slipped  through,  say  the  toifeacref ,  had  it 
been  c0ar.  But  his  time  had  not  come,  thanks  to  brandy  and  quinine,  and  by  dint  of 
persevering  effort  we  brought  him  through,  although  he  is  having  a  tedious  conva- 
lescence. 

His  father  was  also  taken  sick  in  a  similar  but  modified  way  about  a  week  after  the 
boy  was  attacked,  but  was  around  again  in  two  weeks.  But  for  several  years  past 
Mr.  Monfort  has  been  troubled  frequently  with  a  follicular  stomatitis,  which  at  times 
has  been  very  troublesome. 

Now,  to  sanitarians,  the  most  interesting  question  connected  with  these  cases  is 
IF^l  is  the  cause  f 
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Well  and  9urrounding§  en  Pr«mUe»  qf  Jame»  Monf<n%  in  NoUawa  Tounthip,  SL  Joseph  County,  the 
Water  from  vMeh  Well  i$  euppoeed  to  have  Caused  Catee  qf  Kever  eimulating  Typhoid  Fkver, 
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1.  Well  Pump. 

2.  Horse-trough. 
:i.  Cattle-trough. 

4.  Rain-barrel. 

5.  Horse-etables. 
0.  Manure-pile. 
7.  Barn-yarcL 


8.  Stagnant  pond. 

9.  Barn,  30x40  feet. 

10.  Fence. 

11.  House. 

12.  Stove  shanty. 

13.  Swill-harrel. 

14.  Boad. 


They  live  in  the  midst  of  a  healthy  locality,— clay  soil,  high,  rolling  surface,  no> 
stagnant  water  (except  a  little  sink-hole  a  hundred  feet  fk'om  the  well),  and  in  a 
neighborhood,  too,  more  than  usually  exempt  from  siclsness,  and  especially  from 
malarial  sickness. 

I  soon  satisfied  myself,  although  a  long  time  convincing  them,  that  the  cause  of 
their  sickness  was  in  the  well,  and  interdicted  the  use  of  the  water.  The  well  from 
which  they  obtained  all  their  water  was  situated  at  the  north  end  of  the  barn,  12 
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feet  distant  and  at  about  the  center  of  Mb  width,  a  fence  separating  it  from  the  barn- 
yard running  within  3  feet  of  it,  on  the  opposite  side  of  which  was  a  trough  for  cat- 
tle and  anotiier  on  the  other  side  for  horses,  extending  from  the  pump  towards  the 
barn,  around  each  of  which  was  an  excavation  filled  with  animal  droppings,  the  one 
presenting  evidences  of  direct  communication  over  the  top  with  the  well  and  the 
other  only  three  feet  distant. 

The  whole  width  of  the  barn  at  that  end  was  used  for  stabling,  divided  into  seven 
stalls.  The  manure  was  thrown  out  at  the  west  side  into  the  barnyard,  extending 
around  the  corner  to  within  ten  feet  of  the  well  and  kept  almost  constantly  satu- 
rated with  drippings  from  the  eaves.  On  the  east  side  was  an  eaves-trough,  the  water 
from  which  was  received  into  a  barrel  at  the  corner,  which  when  full  would  overflow, 
the  water  running  directly  into  the  excavation  around  the  horse-trough,  which  com- 
municated with  the  well. 

Ic  would  seem  that  this  well  had  been  specially  designed  as  a  reservoir  for  barn- 
yard scourings.  And  this  condition  of  things  had  existed  nins  years  !  The  well  was 
14  feet  deep,  usually  about  10  feet  to  the  surface  of  the  water  and  in  a  clay  soil,  which 
peculiarity  of  soil  has  undoubtedly  put  off*  the  evil  day;  and  had  it  not  been  for  the 
surface  drainage  over  the  top,  they  would  only  have  become  a  sort  of  fashionable  inva- 
lids for  a  time,  and  the  more  serious  Providential  visitation  would  have  been  delayed 
yet  a  few  days  more. 

So  thoroughly  convinced  was  I  that  the  water  of  this  well  was  the  cause  of  their 
sickness  (none  other  appearing  around  the  premises  after  carefUl  search,  unless  we 
except  a  somewhat  offensive  swill-barrel  that  stood  in  the  rear  of  a  board  shanty 
used  in  the  summer  for  the  cook-stove),  that  1  sent  a  gallon  of  it  to  Prof.  Kedzie  of 
Lansing,  who  kindly  furnished  me  with  the  following  analysis,  made  for  and  by  di- 
rection of  the  State  Board  of  Health: — 

"1,000,000  parts  of  water  contain:— 

Total  solids 600  parts. 

Free  ammonia 16  parts, 

Albuminoid  ammonia 3  parts, 

Hydrochloric  acid 150  parts. 

"Heisch^s  test  gives  a  characteristic  reaction  for  sewage  contamination. 

"  The  water  is  evidently  unfit  for  use  as  potable  water,  and  may  have  been  the 
cause  of  the  cases  of  fever  described  in  your  card.^' 

My  friend,  Dr.  E.  Stewart,  had  a  case  of  fever  of  a  similar  type,  but  of  less  severity 
last  fall,  to  which  I  was  called  in  consultation,  which  run  a  very  long  course.  The 
surroundings  and  sanitary  conditions  in  this  case  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  ex- 
cepting the  location  of  the  well,  which  was  only  eight  feet  from  a  very  filthy  barn- 
yard and  in  a  sand  and  gravel  loam.  Dr.  Nelson  I.  Packard, of  Sturgls,  reports  to  me 
similar  cases  from  like  causes. 

Now,  what  are  these  fevers?  If  typhoid  fever  is  not  produced  <f6  novo,  under 
proper  conditions,  then  these  could  not  have  been  typJioids^ta  there  was  in  either 
case  no  evidence  of  communication  from  a  specific  con tagium  or  virus.  And  yet  they 
had  the  symptoms  of  typhoids,  save,  perhaps,  the  enteric,  and  run  their  course. 

Respectfully  submitted.  H.  C.  CL  APP. 

From  the  township  of  Bridgehampton,  Sanilac  county,  there  was  reported 
by  Dr.  G.  G.  Vincent^  Health  Officer  of  Marion  township,  a  case  of  sporadic 
cholera,  and  following  it  in  the  same  family  cases  of  malignant  typhoid  fever. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  G.  C.  VINCENT,  M.  D.,  HEALTH  OFFICER  OF  MARION  TOWN- 
SHIP, SANILAC  COUNTY,— A  CASE  OF  SPORADIC  CHOLERA,  FOLLOWED  BY  CASES  OF 
MALIGNANT  TYPHOID   FEVER. 

Deckersville,  April  4, 1879. 
Secretary  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Sir:— Typhoid  fever  of  a  malignant  type  prevails  at  the  house  and  with  the 

family  of  J P ,  of  the  township  of  Bridgehampton,  Sanilac  county.    One 

death  has  occurred,  three  more  persons  are  now  sick.  Just  previous  to  the  breaking 
out  of  this  disease  a  death  occurred  in  the  same  family  taking  on  all  the  symp- 
toms of  sporadic  cholera.    I  attribute  the  cause  to  filthy  living  aud  improper  diet. 

G.  C.  VINCENT, 
Health  Officer  of  Marion  Tovonship^  Sanilac  Co, 

In  reply  to  a  letter  from  Dr.  Baker  asking  for  a  statement  of  details  of  the 
case  of  sporadic  cholera  and  of  the  sarronudings  of  the  family,  and  particu- 
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larly  whether  the  drinking-water  used  by  those  who  had  the  typhoid  fever 
could  have  been  contaminated  by  the  discharges  from  the  cose  of  sporadic 
cholera.  Dr.  Vincent  wrote,  under  date  of  April  21,  1879 : — 

^  The  case  of  sporadic  cholera  was  a  girl  14  years  of  age.  I  saw  her  first  March  20, 
at  10  or  11  A.  M.  She  died  at  6  P.  M.  of  the  same  day.  She  was  said  to  have  been 
taken  March  19,  In  the  morning.  Her  evacuations  were  said  to  have  been  emptied 
on  the  ground  a  number  of  rods  northeast  of  the  house.  The  land  all  descends  to 
to  the  west,  and  but  a  few  rods  west  from  the  house  is  a  creek  in  which  water  runs 
only  during  wet  seasons.  A  small  well  or  spring  near  the  creek  supplies  the  family 
with  water.  A  dose  cellar  under  the  house,  with  little  or  no  ventilation,  and  kept 
under  lock  and  key,  is  said  to  contain  vegetables  and  other  articles  used  as  food  by 
the  familv.  No  more  have  died  since  I  wrote  you.  The  passages  of  the  typhoid 
fever  patient  who  died  were  covered  up  with  rags  during  my  absence,  and  on  my 
return  the  stench  was  almost  unbearable.  The  room  is  very  small  and  dark,  with 
little  or  no  ventilation;  the  ceiling  is  low;  the  stove  smokes  desperately. 

^  The  family  are  Canadian  French,  and  speak  bad  English.  It  seemed  impossible 
to  impress  upon  their  minds  successfhlly  the  necessity  for  cleanliness.  The  patient 
of  sporadic  diolera  had  not  been  from  home  that  I  can  learn.^ 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

HOMER  0.  HITCHCOCK, 
CommUlee  on  Epidemic^  Endemic^  and  CbntagiovM  Diseases, 

Kalamazoo,  Oct.  14,  1879. 


OPINIONS 


SBLJLTITS  TO 


DUTIES  Al  GOIPISATION  OF  A  HEALTH  OFFICER. 


—  BT  — 

Hoisr.  LEROY  i>a.iik:eii. 

Committee  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  on  Legislation  in  the  Interests 

OF  Public  Health; 

—  BY  — 

a.  OH^SE  aoDW^iN, 

Cmr  Attorney  of  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.; 

AKD  BT 

HON.    OTTO    KIRCHNER, 

Attosmet  General  of  the  State  of  HicmoAK, 

— o»— 

QUESTIONS  SUBMITTED  BT  THE  HEALTH  OFnCER  AMD  BT  THE  BOABD  OF 

HEALTH  OF  QUSD  BAPIDS 

RELATIVS  to  THS  ArPLlCATIOK  OF  SBCTIOKB  1608  AKD  1740,  COMPILBD  LAWS  OF  1871,  AS  AMBKD- 

DKD  BT  THK  LSOISLATUBBB  OF  U77  AlTD  1879. 

Prepared,  for  pnblioation   by   Son.   ZjeRoy  Parker. 


DUTIES    AND    COMPENSATION    OF    THE 
HEALTH  OFFICER   OF    GRAND   RAPIDS. 


CORRESPOKDBNCE,  AND  OPINIONS   BY  G.   CHASE   GODWIN,  LE  ROY 

PABKER,  AND  HON.  OTTO  KIRCHNER. 


The  following  correspondoDce  and  opinionsy  relative  to  the  daties  of  the 
health  oflScer  of  the  city  of  Grand  Bapids,  and  to  the  relations  existing  between 
the  board  of  health  and  the  common  council  of  Grand  Bapids,  will  be  of  inter- 
est to  the  health  officers  of  other  cities  and  villages  in  the  State.  It  will  be 
seen  from  the  opinions  contained  in  the  letters  of  Le  Boy  Parker^  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Health,  that  the  legal  daties  of  the  boards  of  health  of 
cities  and  villages,  when  these  boards  are  provided  for  by  the  charters  of  such 
cities  and  villages,  are  twofold : — 

1st.  They  must  perform  the  duties  prescribed  by  the  charters  under  which 
they  are  organized,  and  by  such  ordinances  as  are  in  accordance  therewith. 

2d.  They  must  comply  with  all  such  requirements  of  the  State  laws  relative 
to  public  health,  as  do  not  conflict  with  the  provisions  of  the  city  or  village 
charters,  under  which  they  are  organized. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM  L.  DE  PUT,  M.  D.,  CITT  PHYSICIAN  AND  HEALTH  OFFICEB  OF 
GRAND  RAPIDS,  MICH.,— INQUIRIES  RELATIVE  TO  THE  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  THE 
HEALTH  OFFICER  AND  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

81  Monroe  St.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Aug.  18, 1879. 

Henrn  B,  Baker ^  Secretary  State  Board  ofBeaUh : 

Dear  Sir:— The  board  of  health  of  this  city  has  received  from  you  two  circulars 
enclosing  blanks  to  be  filled  and  returned  to  your  oflQce  in  accordance  with  the  laws 
of  the  State,  neither  of  which  has  received  the  least  attention  from  said  board.  The 
board  of  health  is  composed  of  three  members,  who  receive  as  compensation  for 
their  services  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  per  annum.  They  have  divided  our 
city— of  forty  thousand  inhabitants— into  three  districts;  and  each  one  gives  his 
district  such  attention  as  his  salary  will  warrant,  each  one  doing  the  entire  work  of 
his  district  as  far  as  it  is  done.  Our  city  is  in  a  most  deplorable  condition  in  a  sani- 
tary point  of  view.  Our  public  alleys  are  literally  barn-yards,  and  the  overflowing 
privy-vaults  are  numerous,  besides  numerous  other  disease-breading  nuisances.  The 
charter  of  the  city  in  providing  for  the  election  of  a  board  of  health,  makes  "^  the 
city  physician  the  health  officer  thereof.*^  In  the  working  of  our  sanitary  system 
said  officer  has  never  had  the  least  duty  prescribed  for  him,  or  function  to  perform 
except  the  care  of  the  sick,  and  he  is  literally  devoid  of  power  to  abate  or  cause  to 
be  removed  the  most  flagrant  nuisance.  His  salary  is  flzed  at  9800.00,  out  of  which 
he  is  to  furnish  all  of  his  medicines.  Diphtheria,  measles,  and  scarlet  fever  are  quite 
prevalent  and  fatal  in  our  citv.  Our  physicians,  with  but  few  exceptions,  do  not 
report  their  cases  to  the  board  of  health,  as  the  charter  requires  them  to  do ;  and  I 
am  told  that  some  of  them  do  not  even  furnish  undertakers  certiflcates  for  burial 
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permits.  It  would  be  impossible  for  the  board  of  health  or  a  health  officer  to  make 
a  sanitary  or  mortuary  report  from  this  city.  There  seems  to  be  a  feeble  movement 
in  our  council  to  bring  about  a  better  state  of  things,  but  I  am  afraid  it  will  fail  for 
want  of  vital  energy.  In  this  state  of  things  I  would  like  to  ask  you  or  the  State 
Board  of  Health  a  few  questions,  the  solution  of  which  may  perhaps  aid  in  establish- 
ing better  regulations  among  us.  Our  charter  makes  the  city  physician  the  health 
officer  of  the  board  of  health.  The  State  law  provides  that  the  board  of  health  shall 
appoint  or  elect  a  health  officer  and  87mU  fix  hU  salary  or  other  eompensation.  Kow  in 
our  case,  the  health  officer  being  provided  for  them,  but  without  prescribed  duty, 
function,  or  compensation  as  such  officer,  is  it,  under  the  law,  within  the  power  of 
said  board  to  fix  a  compensation  to  him  for  such  duty?  What  are  ordinarily — in 
cities  with  a  well-regulated  sanitary  system— the  functions  and  duties  of  the  health 
officer?  Is  it  believed  that  there  is  anything  conflicting  in  our  charter  with  the 
statute  laws  to  prevent  our  board  of  health  Kom  carrying  out  in  full  the  require- 
ments of  said  law  in  regard  to  the  health  officer,  except  their  power  to  appoint? 

Begging  your  pardon  for  the  length  of  my  communication,  and  hoping  for  an 
early  reply,  I  remain  most  respcctftilly  yours,  etc., 

L.  Dk  PUY,  M.  D., 
City  PJ^f$ieian. 

This  letter  was  at  once  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  to  the  commit- 
teo  on  logislatiou  in  the  interests  of  public  health.  A  copy  of  the  compilation 
of  public  health  laws,  corrected  for  recent  amendments,  and  a  copy  of  Circu- 
lar 28,  relative  to  the  duties  of  health  officers,  were  at  once  sent  to  Dr.  De  Pay 
by  Dr.  Baker,  by  whom  also  ho  was  referred  for  counsel  in  the  premises  to  the 
city  attorney  of  Orand  Rapids.  Two  days  later  the  following  letter  was 
received  from  J.  H.  Jones,  a  member  of  the  Grand  Rapids  board  of  health. 
It  also  was  referred  to  the  same  committee.  To  Mr.  Jones,  also,  were  sent  a 
copy  of  the  '^  public  health  laws"  as  amended,  and  copies  of  circulars  25  and 
28,  relative  to  dnties  of  health  officers  and  of  boards  of  health. 

communication  from  j.  h.  jones,  member  of  the  grand  rapids  board  of 
nealth,— powers  and  duties  of  the  health  officer  and  op  the  board. 

Office  of  Board  of  Health,     } 
Grand  Rapids,  Mich.,  Auyust  21,  1879.  S 
Henry  JB.  Baker: 

Dear  Sir:— There  seems  to  be  a  misunderstanding  between  our  board  of  health 
and  the  city  attorney  as  to  the  obligations  we  are  under  to  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  The  city  attorney  claims  that  we  are  not  bound  according  to  law  and  our 
charter  to  make  returns  to  the  State  Board,  while  our  board  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  city  attorney  is  wrong.  There  is  another  question  we  would  like  explained. 
Our  charter  says  the  city  physician  shall  be  the  health  officer.  Now,  has  the  board 
any  right  to -elect  a  health  officer  after  the  provisions  made  in  the  charter  giving 
the  power  to  the  common  council?  If  not,  can  the  city  physician  hold  both  offices^ 
and  if  so,  is  he  entitled  to  extra  pay  as  health  officer? 

We  would  like  to  have  you  explain  the  fhll  duties  of  the  health  officer,  and  also 
the  workings  of  weU-organized  boards  of  health,  and  the  statutory  laws  governing 
them. 

Please  answer  all  questions  fully,  as  we  are  having  up-hill  work  here.  An  early 
reply  will  be  welcomed.    Address  No.  13  West  Bridge  St. 

Respectfully,  J.  H.  JONES. 

Iti  response  to  these  inquiries,  the  following  opinion  was  prepared  by  the 
committee,  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  and  by  him  transmitted 
to  Dr.  De  Puy : — 

OPINION  BY  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LEGISLATION    IN  THE  INTERESTS  OF  PUBLIC 
HEALTH,    IX  REPLY  TO  QlTESTIONS  IN  PRECEDING  COMMUNICATIONS. 

Flint,  August  27,  1879. 
Dr.  H,  B,  Baker 9  Secretary: 
Sir  : — Your  commonication  of  August  20th,  with  enclosed  letter  from  Dr. 
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L.  De  Pay,  city  physician  of  Grand  Rapids,  also  your  letter  of  Angast  22d 
with  enclosure  of  J.  H.  Jones,  relative  to  duties  of  health  officers  and  other 
questions,  is  received.  In  reference  to  the  first  question  in  Mr.  Jones'  letter, 
as  to  the  duty  of  local  boards  of  health,  to  make  reports  to  the  State  Board  of 
Healthj  I  think  there  can  be  no  question  that  under  sec.  8  of  act  No.  81, 
laws  of  1873,  the  health  physician  and  the  clerk  of  local  boards  of  health  should 
make  annual  reports  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  should  report 
such  other  facts  at  such  times  as  may  be  required  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health.  Their  duty  in  this  respect  is  clearly  pointed  out  by  the  section 
referred  to,  which  is  mandatory  upon  them.  In  regard  to  the  appointment 
of  the  health  officer  for  Orand  Rapids,  I  think  that  as  their  charter  makes 
the  city  physician  the  health  officer  of  the  Board,  the  board  of  health  would 
have  no  power  to  appoint  one,  as  section  49  of  chapter  46  of  the  compiled 
laws  of  1871,  as  amended  in  1879,*  makes  an  exception  in  all  cases  where  the 
charters  of  cities  and  villages  contain  provisions  which  conflict  with  the  general 
law.     In  this  case  the  charter  would  govern. 

The  health  officer  having  been  appointed,  by  virtue  of  the  6ity  charter,  is  the 
health  officer  of  the  board  of  health  and  must  perform  all  the  duties  pertain- 
ing to  that  office.  If  the  charter  of  Grand  Rapids  makes  no  provision  for  pay- 
ing the  health  officer  or  fixing  his  compensation  as  a  health  officer,  then  it  is 
the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Health,  under  section  2  of  chapter  46,  compiled  laws 
of  1871,  to  establish  his  salary.  Without  seeing  the  charter  of  Orand  Rapids, 
I  cannot  state  whether  any  thing  in  it  conflicts  with  the  public  acts  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  the  boanl  of  health  or  its  health  officer. 

The  city  physician  can  hold  both  offices  and  should  be  paid  for  his  services 
as  health  officer,  as  they  are  entirely  distinct  from  his  duties  as  city  physician. 

You  have  probably  explained  to  the  writers  the  ''full  duties  of  health  offi- 
cers and  the  workings  of  boards  of  health,"  so  that  I  need  not  refer  to  this 
branch  of  their  letter. 

Very  respectfully, 

LE  ROY  PARKER, 
Committee  on  Legislation. 

Certain  questions  were  af  terwaixls  submitted  to  the  city  attorney  of  Orand 
Rapids  by  the  board  of  health  of  that  city  to  which  he  gave  the  following 
reply  :— 

OPINION    BY  THE  CTTT    ATTORNEY    OP  GBAND    RAPIDS,    ON    QUESTIONS    PROPOSED  BY 

THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

To  the  Honorable  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Grand  Bapids :— 

Your  health  officer,  L.  DePuy,  If.  D.,  has  conveyed  to  me  your  request  for  a  writ- 
ten opinion  upon  the  following  questions:— 

"  1.  Is  the  office  of  city  physician  and  health  officer  the  same  office  ?  and  can  the 
board  of  health  fix  his  salary  as  health  officer? 

'*2.  Is  the  health  officer  bound  to  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health?'^ 

In  answer  to  the  first  question,  I  say  that  section  4,  title  II.,  of  the  city  charter  pro- 
vides that  the  common  council  shall  appoint  a  city  physician,  whose  duties  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  common  council.  Section  1,  title  IX.,  provides  for  the  appointment  by 
the  council  of  a  board  of  health,  and  that  the  city  physician  shall  be  the  health  officer 
thereof. 

At  the  time  of  the  appointment  of  the  physician  the  State  prescribed  that  the 
physician  should  be  the  health  officer,  and  the  performance  of  the  functions  of  that 
office  is  as  much  a  part  of  the  phvsician^s  duties  as  any  other.  It  is  hardly  to  be  said 
technically  that  it  is  the  same  oidce,  but,  the  duties  and  the  rights  belonging  to  both 
offices  belong  to  the  person  selected  as  physician. 

*  [Printed  on  page  07  of  thiB  Report.] 
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I  have  examined  the  charter  and  find  no  provision  (civinj^  power  to  the  board  of 
health  to  fix  the  salary  of  the  health  officer,  the  only  thing  in  reference  to  their 
power  in  similar  mattei*s  being  section  11,  title  IX.,  where  the  board  are  empowered 
to  fix  the  salary  of  the  clerk  by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  common  council. 

In  order  to  find  power  in  the  board  to  fix  this  salary,  we  should  need  to  give  the 
board  greater  power  by  implication  than  is  given  in  cases  where  power  is  expressed. 
But  the  council  has  fixed  the  salary  of  the  city  physician,  and  that  salary  by  law  must 
pay  for  all  the  duties  imposed  by  the  charter  upon  the  person  holding  the  ofl9ce,  and 
if  the  salary  is  not  sufficient  to  pay  for  the  duties  attached  to  the  office,  the  council 
alone,  if  any  one,  has  the  power  to  appropriate  more  money  for  such  service. 

The  board  of  health  has  not  the  power  to  fix  a  salary  for  its  health  officer. 

To  the  second  question :  It  is  the  duty  of  the  health  officer  to  make  reports  to  the 
State  Board.  This  duty  is  imposed  by  the  statute  of  the  State  upon  local  boards  not 
organized  under  the  State  law  as  well  as  under  the  general  laws.  This  is  a  duty  not 
to  the  city  but  to  the  State,  and  the  legislature  in  passing  the  law  seems  to  have 
made  no  provision  for  payment  for  such  reports,  evidently  not  supposing  the  matter 
to  be  sufficiently  onerous  to  warrant  the  State  in  attaching  a  salary  or  fee  to  such 
duty. 

Respectfully,  G.  OEIASE  GODWIN, 

City  Attorney. 

Tho  foregoing  opinion  of  the  city  attorney  of  Orand  Rapids,  together  with 
the  following  questions,  were  then  submitted  by  Dr.  DePay,  city  physiciaQ 
and  health  officer  of  Grand  Kapids,  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  the 
following  reply  and  opinion  was  given : — 

QUESTIONS    PROPOSED    BT    DR.   L.  DE  PUT,  HEALTH    OFFICER    OF    GRAND   RAPIDS,    TO 

THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

1.  Are  the  offices  of  health  officer  and  city  physician  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids 
one  and  the  same  office  ?  If  not,  is  the  health  officer,  as  such,  appointed  by  the 
common  council,  and  are  his  duties  and  compensation  to  be  prescribed  by  said  coun- 
cil, according  to  Title  III.,  Sec.  10,  of  the  revised  charter  of  the  city  of  Grand 
Rapids,  1877? 

2.  If  the  offices  of  city  physician  and  health  officer  are  distinct  and  separate  offices 
yet  held  by  the  same  person,  is  not  the  appointment  of  health  officer  an  act  of  the 
Legislature,  and  he,  as  such,  entitled  to  ^  salary  or  other  compensation,^  according  to 
law?  (Sections  1692  and  1693,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  as  amended  by  act  56,  laws  of 
1877.*} 

3.  Did  not  the  legislature,  by  act  No.  56.  laws  of  1877,  directly  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  duties  or  services  performed  by  the  health  officer  by  ^salary  or  other 
compensation?^*  and  is  it  not  as  much  the  duty  of  the  board  of  health  to  fix  such 
compensation  in  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids  as  in  any  other  city  or  village  in  the 
State? 

4.  In  case  such  duty  does  devolve  upon  the  board  of  health,  and  such  ^  salary  or 
other  compensation*'  is  fixed  by  it,  what  remedy  would  there  be  in  case  the  common 
council  should  disallow  such  account  after  being  audited  by  the  board  of  health? 

Most  respectfully  submitted  for  legal  opinion. 

L.  DePUY,  M,  D., 
City  Physician^  etc^for  the  Board  of  Health  of  the  City  of  Orand  Rapids^  Mich. 

OPINION  BY   LE  ROY   PARKER,   IN  REPLY    TO    THE    FOREGOING    QUESTIONS  BY 

DR.   DEPUY. 

Flint,  September  13,  1879. 
Dr.  U.  B.  Baker,  Lafisin^,  Mich.: 

Sir  : — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  Sept.  11  enclosing  questions  of  Dr.  DePay, 
of  Grand  Kapids,  with  opinion  of  city  attorney  upon  certain  questions,  I  would 
say,  that  my  opinion  that  the  board  of  health  of  Grand  Bapids  had  the  power 
to  fix  the  salary  of  the  health  officer,  was  based  upon  the  supposition  that  the 
city  charter  made  no  provision  for  any  compensation  to  such  an  officer. 

*  [Printed  on  pages  06  and  67  of  this  Report.] 
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Since  receiving  a  copy  of  the  charter  of  Grand  Kapids  from  you,  I  find  that 
the  charter  makes  provision  for  the  council  to  prescribe  the  compensation  of 
all  officers  appointed  by  them  (title  III.,  section  10,  subdivision  27) ;  and 
section  4,  title  II.  provides  for  the  appointment  by  the  council  of  a  city  phy- 
sician; and  section  1,  title  IX.,  provides  that  the  city  physician  shall  be  the 
health  officer  of  the  board.  Hence  the  health  officer  is  an  appointee  of  the 
council,  whose  compensation  the  council  has  power  to  prescribe. 

Sections  1693*  and  1740*,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  as  amended  in  1877  and 
1879,  provide  that  boards  of  health  shall  appoint  health  officers  and  fix  their 
compensation,  except  when  the  case  comes  within  the  exception  made  by  section 
1740,  compiled  laws,  as  amended  by  the  laws  of  1879,  which  is  that  **  the  pro- 
visions of  this  chapter  [46]  and  the  amendments  thereto,  shall  as  far  as  appli- 
cable, apply  to  all  cities  and  villages  in  this  Sfcate,  and  all  duties  which 
are  *  *  to  be  performed  by  the  board  of  health  of  townships,  or  by  the 
officers,  etc.,  shall  in  like  manner  be  performed  by  the  board  of  health,  of  such 
cities,  etc.,  excepting  in  cases  where,  the  charters  of  such  cities,  etc.,  contain 
provisions  incomistent  herewith,^' 

The  provision  in  the  charter  for  prescribing  the  compensation  of  the  health 
officer  by  the  council  is  inconsistent  with  the  general  statute  authorizing  boards 
of  health  to  fix  this  compensation  ;  hence  it  follows  that  the  charter  provisions 
must  govern  rather  than  the  general  law.  I  therefore  fully  agree  with  the  city 
attorney  that  the  common  council  alone  has  the  power  to  prescribe  the  com- 
pensation of  the  health  officer  of  the  board  of  health  of  Grand  Kapids. 

1  do  not  however  agree  with  the  city  attorney  that  the  fact  of  uniting  the  two 
officers,  i.  e.,  health  physician  and  health  officer,  in  the  same  person  makes  the 
offices  one  and  the  same,  although  the  council  have  the  right  to  fix  a  compen- 
sation which  shall  cover  his  services  in  both  capacities.  The  general  law 
requires  certain  duties  of  him  as  health  officer  which  it  cannot  require  of  him 
as  city  physician,  and  the  council  may  prescribe  his  duties  as  city  physician, 
such  as  attending  the  sick  among  the  city  poor,  which  would  not  be  a  part  of 
bis  duties  as  health  officer.  The  State  in  prescribing  certain  duties  for  health 
officera,  whether  appointed  by  boards  of  health  or  by  city  or  village  councils, 
unquestionably  intended  that  their  compensation,  whether  fixed  by  the  boards 
of  health  or  by  the  councils,  should  be  paid  by  the  city,  village,  or  township 
of  which  they  are  health  officers,  and  whatever  compensation  they  may  receive 
must  cover  the  item  of  making  reports  to  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

My  answers  to  the  questions  submitted  by  Dr.  DePuy  are  therefore  as 
follows : — 

1.  The  offices  of  health  officer  and  city  physician  are  distinct  and  separate 
offices.  They  are  both  appointed  by  the  common  council  of  Grand  llapids. 
The  council  alone  can  fix  the  compensation  for  either  office.  The  council  can 
prescribe  the  duties  of  either  officer,  but  the  health  officer,  in  addition  to  the 
duties  prescribed  by  the  council,  must  perform  such  duties  as  are  required  by 
the  general  law. 

2.  Unquestionably  the  health  officer  is  entitled  to  pay  for  his  services,  but  if 
the  council  see  fit  to  make  his  salary  as  city  physician  cover  his  official  duties 
as  health  officer,  it  is  a  matter  wholly  within  the  control  of  tlie  council. 

3.  The  legislature  by  act  No.  5G,  laws  of  1877,  provided  for  the  payment 
of  all  duties  or  services  performed  by  health  officers,  to  be  fixed  by  the  boards 
of  health;  but  the  amendment  of  section  1740,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  made 

*  [Printed  on  pages  66  and  67  of  this  volume.] 
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in  1879,  expressly  excepts  from  the  operation  of  the  general  law,  cities  and 
villages  whoso  charters  contain  provisions  inconsistent  therewith.  If  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  of  Grand  Rapids  made  ho  provision  for  the  appointment  of  a 
health  officer,  or  for  his  compensation,  it  would  clearly  be  the  duty  of  the 
board  of  health  to  appoint  such  officer  and  fix  his  compensation. 

If  the  health  officer  performs  duties  requiring  compensation,  for  which  the 
charter  makes  no  provision,  then  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  health 
to  establish  such  compensation.  Section  1740  only  excepts  from  the  operation 
of  the  general  law  such  acts  as  are  provided  for  by  city  and  village  charters 
and  which  provisions  are  inconsistent  with  the  general  law. 

It  seems  to  me  that  this  matter  is  one  susceptible  of  easy  adjustment  between 
the  board  of  health  and  the  council  of  Grand  Rapids  if  both  bodies  have  an 
understanding  of  the  intent  and  spirit  of  the  law,  and  possess  the  desire  to  see 
efficient  measures  concerning  public  health  carried  out. 

Yours,  etc.,  LEROY  PARKER. 

All  of  the  foregoing  correspondence  was  afterwards,  in  accordance  with  the 
request  of  Dr.  De  Puy  and  the  advice  of  the  committee,  submitted  by  Dr.  H. 
B.  Baker,  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  to  Hon.  Otto  Kirchner, 
Attorney  General,  for  his  opinion.  The  following  is  the  reply  of  the  Attorney 
General : — 

OPINION  BT  HON.  OTTO  KIRCHNER,  ATTORNEY  GENERAL,  CONCERNING  THE  FOREGOING 

OPINION  BT  MR.  LEROT  PARKER. 

Detroit,  Oct.  8, 1879. 
Dr.  Senry  JB.  Bakery  Secretary  State  Board  of  Healthy  Lansing^  Mich.: 

Dear  Sir:— In  reply  to  your  favor  of  September  18,  I  beg  to  say  that  I  agree 
entirely  with  the  opinion  of  Mr.  Le  Roy  Parker. 

Very  respectfully, 

OTTO  KIRCHNER. 

A  copy  of  the  opinion  by  Mr.  Parker  and  of  that  by  the  Attorney  General 
were  together  forwarded  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board  to  Dr.  De  Puy. 

The  foregoing  correspondence,  questions,  and  opinions  are  respectfully 
submitted. 

LE  ROY  PARKER, 
Cofnmittee  on  Legislation  in  the  Interests  of  Public  Health. 
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CORRESPONDENTS  OF  THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH, 


To   Circular   No.    29,    Issued    by   the    Board* 
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DISEASES  IN  MICHIGAN   IN  THE  YEAR  1878. 


The  sabjecfc  of  the  diseases  in  Michigan,  which  has  been  treated  for  the 
years  1875,  1876,  and  1877  in  the  last  three  Annual  Beports  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  is  here  continued,  for  the  calendar  year  1878.  As  for 
each  of  the  previous  years  mentioned,  a  circular  was  issued  to  the  regular  cor- 
respondents of  the  Board  asking  for  information  concerning  the  sickness  and 
deaths  in  their  several  localities  during  the  year,  and  concerning  meteorolog- 
ical conditions,  water-supply,  and  other  conditions,  coincident  and  antecedent, 
which  may  be  supposed  to  influence  the  rate  of  sickness  or  of  deaths.  The 
circular  (29)  is  printed  in  smaller  type  on  pages  150-176  of  this  Report, 
each  question  being,  for  convenience  in  studying  the  summary  of  replies,  im- 
mediately followed  by  a  summary  of  the  replies  received  in  answer  to  it. 

The  circular  was  issued  January  27,  1879,  and  is  quite  similar  to  those  pre- 
viously issued.  Questions  19-24,  however,  which  relate  to  cases  of  yellow 
fever  or  of  sickness  in  any  way  simulating  yellow  fever,  were  not  contained  in 
any  of  the  previous  circulars.    Beplies  were  received  to  this  circular  from  46 

correspondents,  in  44  localities.    These  replies  are  printed  on  pages  179 ; 

a  summary  of  the  replies  to  most  of  the  questions  is  printed,  in  the  larger  type, 
on  pages  150-179  of  this  Beport,  the  divisions  of  the  summary  alternating 
with  the  questions  to  which  they  relate. 

The  answers  to  many  of  the  questions  were  of  necessity  estimates,  and  the 
summaries  of  the  replies  are  therefore  somewhat  indefinite.  It  is  believed, 
however,  that  the  concurrence  of  well-considered  and  independent  estimates 
affords  strong  probability  of  truth ;  and  that  those  who  cultivate  the  habit  of 
making  such  estimates  acquire  the  power  of  making  them  with  a  high  degree 
of  accuracy.  The  value  of  such  a  compilation  as  is  here  given  depends,  of 
course,  both  on  the  accuracy  of  the  i*eplies  and  on  the  number  of  localities 
represented.  In  acknowledging  the  services,  therefore,  of  those  correspond- 
ents who  have  replied  to  the  circular,  it  seems  proper  to  express  the  hope  that, 
for  the  sake  of  increasing  the  value  of  future  compilations  of  this  kind,  a  still 
greater  number  of  the  correspondents  of  the  Boaid  may  be  willing  to  contrib- 
ute the  time  and  labor  necessary  to  make  a  satisfactory  reply.  A  little 
thought  given  to  the  subject  during  the  year,  and  a  few  memoranda  made 
when  important  facts  are  fresh  in  mind,  will  make  it  a  comparatively  easy 
task  to  write  out  answers  to  most  or  all  of  the  questions  in  the  circular.  The 
circular  and  the  summary  are  as  follows : — 

(149) 
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[29.]    CIRCULAR  TO   CORRESPONDENTS,  RELATIVE  TO   DISEASES   IN 

'  MICHIGAN  IN  1878. 
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Office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
Lansing,  Michigan,  January,  1879. 

To  t?ie  Correspondents  of  the  State  Board  of  Health : 

Gentlemen  :— This  Board  desires  to  have,  and  to  place  upon  record  for  purposes 
of  future  study  in  connection  with  records  of  deaths  and  of  meteorological  condi- 
tions, statements,  for  as  many  different  localities  in  the  State  as  possihle,  of  the 
diseases  in  Michigan  during  the  year  1878.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  send,  as 
soon  as  is  convenient,  your  replies  to  the  following  questions?  So  far  as  exact  and 
generally  accepted  common  terms  can  be  used,  it  is  desirable  to  avoid  the  use  of 
technical  terms.  Please  use  the  stamped  envelope  enclosed  herewith,  and  leave  all 
additional  postage  to  be  paid  at  this  office.  In  replying,  it  will  not  be  necessary  to 
repeat  the  questions,  but  simply  to  refer  to  the  Circular,  and  to  each  question  by 
number. 

1.*  If  you  live  in  a  city  or  incorporated  village,  what  do  you  estimate  the  number 
of  inhabitants  of  said  city  or  village  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1878? 

2.  Among  these  inhabitants  above  mentioned,  what  do  you  estimate  the  number 

of  deaths  from  all  causes  during  the  year  1878? 

Questions  1  and  2  were  asked  with  especial  reference  to  cities  and  inoorpo- 
rated  villages;  but  several  replies  were  received  from  other  localities.  Beplies 
were  received  to  both  these  questions,  giving  a  known  or  an  estimated  number 
of  deaths  for  a  known  or  an  estimated  population,  from  39  of  the  44  localities 
from  which  replies  to  the  circular  were  received.  From  27  cities  and  incorpo- 
rated villages,  having  a  total  population  of  264,950  inhabitants,  3,581  deaths 
were  reported,  an  annual  death-rate  of  13.5  per  thousand.  From  12  other 
localities,  having  a  total  population  of  20,917  inhabitants,  168  deaths  were 
reported,  an  annual  death-rate  of  8  per  thousand.  From  the  whole  39  locali- 
ties from  which  the  population  and  deaths  were  reported,  there  was  reported  a 
total  population  of  285,867,  with  3,749  deaths,  an  annual  death-rate  of  13.1 
per  thousand.  The  highest  death-rate  reported  was  in  the  village  of  Gassop- 
olis,  25  per  thousand ;  the  lowest  was  in  the  unincorporated  village  and  in  the 
township  of  Port  Sanilac,  3.7  per  thousand.  For  1877,  28  localities  reported 
a  total  population  of  218,980,  with  3,393  deaths,  an  annual  death-rate  of  15.5 
per  thousand.  The  average  death-rate  for  the  two  years  in  all  the  localities 
reporting  is  14.1  per  thousand.  The  highest  death-rate  reported  for  1877  was 
40  per  thousand ;  the  lowest,  1  per  thousand.  As  anticipated,  the  replies  to 
this  question  for  1878  are  more  complete  than  those  for  1877. 

3.  Please  state  the  territory  for  which  your  replies  to  the  following  questions  are 

made. 

All  of  the  46  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  circular  answered  this  ques- 
tion, stating  quite  definitely  for  what  territories  their  replies  were  made.     The 

*  The  llgu res  beginning  paragraphs  arc  the  numbers  of  the  questions  in  Circular  29,  herewith 
printed  in  smaller  typo  on  pages  150-17Gof  this  Report.  The  replies,  from  which  the  summary  Is 
made,  are  printed  on  pages  179-.... 
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44  localities  represented  include  14  incorporated  cities,  19  incorporated  villages, 
11  unincorporated  villages,  and  a  large  amount  of  territory  adjacent  to  these. 
They  are  situated  in  2G  counties,  and  in  7  of  the  II  geographical  divisions  of 
the  State,  which  have  been  made  to  facilitate  the  study  of  the  causes  of  sick- 
ness and  of  deaths  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  A  list  of  these  divisions  and 
of  the  counties  included  in  each  division  is  printed  on  page  153. 

4.  Among  the  people  of  your  locality,  considering  the  increase  or  decrease  of  popu- 

lation, was  the  amount  of  sickness  from  all  causes  during  the  year  ending 
Dec  31, 1878,  {j^reater,  less,  or  about  iihe  same  as  the  average  during  pre- 
vious years?    If  not  tlie  same,  how  much  was  it  increased  or  diminished? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  19  correspondents  stated  that  the  amount  of 
sickness  from  all  causes  during  the  year  1878  was  less  than  the  average  for 
previous  years;  17  stated  that  it  was  about  the  same  as  the  average ;  8,  that  it 
was  greater  than  the  average ;  1  stated  that  it  was  20  per  cent  less  than  in 
1877;  and  1,  that  it  was  considerably  less  than  in  1877.  Of  the  19  who  stated 
that  the  amount  of  sickness  was  less  than  the  average,  13  staited  how  much  less 
they  think  it  was, — the  range  being  from  10  per  cent  less  to  GG  percent  less, 
and  the  average  decrease  reported  by  them  being  30  per  cent ;  one  stated  that  it 
was  somewhat  less;  one,  that  it  was  less  in  spring  and  summer,  greater 
in  fall,  on  the  whole  diminished.  Of  the  17  who  stated  that  it  was  about 
the  same  as  the  average,  one  said  that  it  was  ''about  the  same  as  the 
3  preceding  years.''  Of  the  8  who  stated  that  the  amount  of  sickness  was 
greater  than  the  average,  one  said  that  it  was  8  per  cent  greater ;  3,  that  it  was 
25  per  cent  greater ;  one,  that  it  was  about  two-thirds  greater, — an  average  in- 
crease of  30  per  cent ;  one  stated  that  it  was  "a  little  greater,  perhaps.''  It  is 
hardly  probable  that  in  the  8  localities  from  which  the  amount  of  sickness  was 
reported  greater  than  the  average  of  previous  years,  the  increase  was  equal  to 
the  decrease  in  the  19  localities  from  which  the  amount  of  sickness  was 
reported  less,  in  13  of  which  the  average  decrease  was  30  per  cent.  A  com- 
parison of  this  summary  with  that  of  the  replies  to  the  same  question  for  187G, 
page  169  of  the  Fifth  Annual  Report,  and  for  1877,  on  page  110  of  the  Sixth 
Annual  Report,  would  seem  to  indicate,  so  far  as  the  localities  from  which 
replies  are  received  represent  the  State,  that  the  amount  of  sickness  in  Michi- 
gan in  1878  was  about  the  same  that  it  was  in  1876  and  1877,  when  it  seemed 
to  be  less  than  the  average  of  preceding  years,  though  not  so  noticeably  less  as 
in  1875.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  in  5  of  the  8  localities  from  which  more 
than  the  usual  amount  of  sickness  was  reported  for  1878,  the  disease  or  one  of 
the  diseases  of  increased  prevalence  was  diphtheria,  in  three  of  them  it  was  the 
only  one  reported.  From  9  of  the  19  localities  from  which  less  than  the  usual 
amount  of  sickness  was  reported  for  1878,  various  malarial  diseases  were 
reported  less  than  usually  prevalent.  From  these  19  localities  no  other  diseases 
were  so  frequently  reported  as  of  lessened  prevalence  in  1878. 

5.  Compared  with  previous  years,  and  from  all  causes,  was  the  ratio  of  deaths  to 

inhabitants  during  the  year  1878,  gretUer,  less,  or  about  the  same  as  the 
average  ?    If  not  the  same,  how  much  was  it  increased  or  diminished  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  17  correspondents  stated  that  the  ratio  of  deaths 
to  inhabitants  in  1878  was  less  than  the  average,^ne  of  them  saying  that  it 
was  ''greater  in  the  village,  but  less  in  the  whole  territory"  ;  20  stated  that 
it  was  about  the  same  as  the  average,— K)ne  of  them  saying  that  it  was  an 
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average  with  1875,  1876,  and  1877,  and  one  that  it  was  about  an  average  with 
the  amount  of  sickness ;  7  stated  that  it  was  greater  than  the  average,  and 
two  made  no  statement.  Of  the  15  who  stated  that  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  inhab- 
itants in  1878  was  less  than  the  average,  one  stated  that  it  was  somewhat  less ; 
one,  that  it  was  1.5  or  2  per  thousand  less;  and  9  stated  the  actual  or  an  esti- 
mated per  cent  by  which  the  ratio  of  deaths  to  inhabitants  was  diminished  in 
1878, — the  range  being  from  10  per  cent  less,  to  75  per  cent  less,  and  the  average 
decrease  reported  by  them  being  30  per  cent.  Of  the  7  who  stated  that  the 
ratio  of  deaths  to  inhabitants  in  1878  was  greater  than  the  average,  one  stated 
that  it  was  a  little  greater;  one,  that  it  was  greater  by  1.48  per  thousand  in- 
habitants; and  4  stated  the  actual  or  an  average  per  cent  by  which  the  death- 
rate  was  increased, — the  range  being  from  9  per  cent  greater  to  66  per  cent 
greater,  and  the  average  increase  reported  by  them  being  33  per  cent.  It  is 
again  worthy  of  note  that  in  5  of  the  7  localities  from  which  an  increase  in  the 
death-rate  was  reported  for  1878,  diphtheria  is  one  of  the  diseases  (and  in 
three  of  them  the  only  disease)  from  which  an  increased  mortality  was 
reported. 

(j.*  What  diseases,  or  causes  of  death,  were  tnare  prevalent  in  1878,  than  usual  in 
previous  years  ? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  12  correspondents  stated  no  disease  or  cause  of 
death  was  more  than  usually  prevalent.  By  the  other  33  correspondents  who 
replied  to  the  circular,  the  following  diseases  and  causes  of  death  were  reported 
as  more  than  usually  prevalent  during  the  year  1878 : — 

Diphtheria,  by  15;  consumption,  by  7;  scarlet  fever,  by  6;  whooping- 
cough  and  typhoid  fever,  each,  by  3 ;  old  age,  influenza,  and  pneumonia,, 
each,  by  2 ;   various  other  diseases,  each,  by  1. 

In  reply  to  this  question  (6)  in  the  circular  for  1877,  scarlet  fever  and  diph- 
theria were  reported  each  by  6  correspondents  as  having  been  more  than  usu- 
ally prevalent  in  1877,  a  greater  number  than  reported  any  other  disease 
unusually  prevalent  for  that  year.  A  tabular  view  of  the  replies  to  question  6 
is  given  in  Exhibit  2,  pages  154-5. 

7.  If  you  can  assign  any  cause  for  the  unusual  prevalence  of  any  disease, 
please  do  so» 

In  answer  to  this  question,  17  coiTCspondents  made  no  statement,  11  of 
them  having  stated,  in  answer  to  question  6,  that  no  disease  or  cause  of  death 
was  more  than  usually  prevalent;  10  stated  that  they  could  assign  no  cause  for 
increased  prevalence  of  diseases  reported.  Among  the  causes  of  increased 
prevalence  of  different  diseases  reported  by  the  other  8  correspondents,  yarious 
unfavorable  climatic  conditions  were  mentioned  by  6  correspondents,  all  of 
tliem  specifying  the  great  heat  of  the  summer;  contagion  was  mentioned  by  5 
as  a  cause  of  the  unusual  prevalence  of  diphtheria,  and  by  3  as  a  cause  of  the 
unusual  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever ;  three  of  them  mentioned  also  carelessness 
and  disregard  of  the  contagiousness  of  diphtheria  from  disbelief  that  it  is  con- 
tagious ;  a  third  mentioned  non-isolation  of  patients.  A  tabular  abstract  from 
the  replies  to  this  question  is  given  in  Exhibit  2,  pages  154-5. 

S,  (^Question  8  follows  Exhibits  i,  2,  and  3,  on  page  258,) 


*  The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  are  the  numbers  of  the  questions  in  Circular  89,  printed  in 
mailer  type  on  pa     " "~  *""*    ' '  *~  *"        "     *"*"  """  '  *"'"*"  "'"  '        ''" 

printed  on  pages  i; 


smaller  type  on  pages  100-176  of  this  Report.    The  replies,  from  which  the  summary  is  made,  are 
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8.*  What  diseases,  or  causes  of  death,  were  less  prevalent  in  1878,  than  usual  in 
previous  years  ? 

In  reply  to  this  qaestiou^  5  correspondents  stated  that  no  disease  or  cause  of 
death  >vas  less  than  usually  prevalent ;  4  made  no  statement.     By  the  other 
36  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  circular,  the  following  diseases  and  causes 
of  death  were  reported  as  less  than  usually  prevalent  during  the  year  1878 : — 
Malarial  diseases,  by  7 ;  diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever,  each  by  G ;  scarlet 
fever,  by  5 ;   typho-malarial  fever  and  pneumonia,  each  by  4 ;    cholera 
infantum,  consumption,  contagious  diseases,  diarrhea,  and  malarial  fevers, 
each  by  3  ;  epidemic  diseases,  by  2 ;  all  except  whooping-cough  and  sore 
throat,  by  1 ;  zymotic  diseases  generally,  other  than  diphtheria  and  whoop- 
ing-cough, by  1 ;  various  other  diseases  and  causes,  each  by  one. 
Of  the  6  localities  from  which  diphtheria  was  reported  less  than  usually  prev- 
alent, from  one  4  cases  were  reported  in  answer  to  question  16 ;  from  one,  6 
cases ;  from  one  no  statement  was  received  concerning  the  disease  in  answer  to 
question  16;  from  the  other  3  it  was  reported  that  there  was  no  case.     A 
tabular  abstract  from  the  replies  to  question  8  is  given  in  Exhibit  2,  pages 
154-5. 

9.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  lessened  prevalence? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  16  correspondents  made  no  statement,  5  of  them 
having  stated,  in  answer  to  question  8,  that  no  disease  or  cause  of  death  was 
less  than  usually  prevalent ;  7  stated  that  they  could  assign  no  cause  for  de- 
creased prevalence  of  diseases  reported.  Among  the  causes  of  decreased  prev- 
alence of  different  diseases  reported  by  the  other  23  correspondents  who  replied 
to  the  circular,  favorable  climatic  conditions  were  reported  by  5  correspond- 
ents; drainage  and  dryness  of  the  soil,  by  6;  greater  use  of  Holly  water,  by  1 ; 
other  favorable  sanitary  conditions,  by  14.  A  tabular  abstract  from  the  re- 
plies to  this  question  is  given  in  Exhibit  2,  pages  154-155. 

10.  From  what  diseases  or  causes  was  there  more  than  the  usual  mortality  during 

the  year  1878  ? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  7  correspondents  made  no  statement ;   10  stated 
that  from  no  disease  or  cause  was  there  more  than  the  usual  mortality  during 
the  year  1878;  one,  that  the  mortality  was  less,  not,  however,  stating  from 
what  diseases  the  mortality  was  less,  or  that  it  was  not  greater  from  any  dis- 
ease ;  by  the  other  28  correspondents  the  mortality  from  the  following  named 
diseases  and  causes  of  death  was  reported  as  greater  in  1878  than  usual : — 
From  diphtheria,  by  11   (one  of  them  stating  that  the  mortality  was  not 
greater  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  cases) ;   from  consumption,  by  9 ; 
from  scarlet  fever,  by  6 ;  from  typhoid  fever,  by  4 ;  from  apoplexy,  by  2 ; 
from  various  other  diseases  and  causes,  each,  by  1. 
A  tabular  abstract  from  the  replies  to  question  10  is  given  in  Exhibit  3, 
pages  156-157. 

11.  If  you  can  assign  any  cause  for  tlie  unu8U€U  ^mortality  from  any  disease, 

please  do  so. 

In  answer  to  this  question,  23  correspondents  made  no  statement,  10  of  them 
having  stated,  in  answer  to  question  10,  that  from  no  disease  or  cause  was  there 
unusual  mortality;  13  stated  that  they  could  assign  no  cause  for  the  unusual 
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mortality  reported ;  unfavorable  climatic  conditions  were  reported  by  5  corres- 
pondents as  causes  of  unusual  mortality ;  various  other  causes  were  stated  by  6 
correspondents.  A  tabular  abstract  from  the  replies  to  this  question  is  given 
in  Exhibit  3,  pages  156-157. 

12.  From  what  diseases  or  causes  was  there  less  than  the  usual  mortality? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  4  correspondents  stated  that  from  no  disease  or 
cause  was  there  less  than  the  usual  mortality  during  the  year  1878 ;  16  made 
no  statement;  by  the  other  26  the  mortality  from  the  following  diseases  was 
reported  as  less  in  1878  than  usual : — 

From  diphtheria,  by  5 ;  from  typhoid  fever,  by  5 ;  from  dysentery,  measles, 
and  pneumonia,  each  by  3  ;  from  cholera  infantum,  diarrhea,  small-pox> 
whooping-cough^  malarial  diseases,  and  contagious  diseases,  each  by  2 ;  from 
nearly  all,  by  1 ;  from  zymotic  diseases  generally,  except  diphtheria  and 
whooping-cough,  by  1 ;  from  various  other  diseases,  each  by  one. 
A  tabular  abstract  from  the  replies  to  question  12  is  given  in  Exhibit  3, 
pages  15*>-7. 

13.  To  what  do  you  attribute  the  lessened  mortality? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  23  correspondents  made  no  statomeut,  4  of  them 
having  stated,  in  answer  to  question  12,  that  from  no  disease  or  cause  was 
there  less  than  the  usual  mortality ;  4  stated  that  they  could  assign  no  cause 
for  the  lessened  mortality  reix)rted.  Among  the  reported  causes  of  lessened 
mortality  from  different  diseases,  favorable  climatic  conditions  were  reported 
by  5  correspondents;  the  lessened  prevalence  of  certain  diseases,  by  5;  en- 
forcement of  sanitary  measures,  by  2 ;  improved  water-supply,  by  1 ;  greater 
use  of  Holly  water,  by  1 ;  various  other  causes,  by  7.  A  tabular  abstract  from 
the  replies  to  this  question  is  given  in  Exhibit  3,  pages  156-7. 

14.  Please  give  names,  and  mention  dates  of  the  occurrence  in  1878,  of  any  and  all 

diseases  attended  with  an  unusuaUy  high  or  Una  rate  oftnart€UUy,  and 
state  whether  the  rate  was  hi£:h  or  low. 

In  answer  to  this  question,  12  correspondents  stated  that  during  the  year 
1878  no  disease  which  occurred  in  their  localities  was  attended  with  an  unusu- 
ally high  or  an  unusually  low  rate  of  mortality ;  9  made  no  statement.     The 
following  diseases  were  reported  as  having  been  attended  with  an  unusually 
high  rate  of  mortality : — 
Diphtheria,  by  6  corresi>ondents, — in  January  by  1 ;  in  March  and  April, 
by  1 ;  July  20  to  December  10,  by  1 ;  in  October,  November,  and  December, 
by  1 ;  January  14  to  February  10,  also  November  5  to  December  28,  by  1 ; 
in  Winter  and  Spring,  by  1 ;  typhoid  fever,  in  September,  October,  and 
November,  by  2  correspondents ;  August  9  to  October  1,  by  1 ;  consumption, 
in  Spring  months,  by  1 ;   erysipelas  in  April,  meningitis  in  March,  septi- 
caemia in  May,  all  by  1 ;  scarlet  fever,  in  Winter  and  Spring,  by  1. 
The  following  diseases  were  reported  as  having  been  attended  with  an  unusu- 
ally low  rate  of  mortality : — 
Dysentery,  by  4  correspondents, — the  entire  year,  by  1 ;  in  July  and  Au- 
gust, by  1;  at  time  not  stated,  by  2;   scarlet  fever,  by  3, — in  January, 
February,  March,  and  April,  by  1 ;  the  entire  year,  by  1 ;   at  time  not 
stated,  by  1;  diarrhea,  at  time  not  stated,  by  2;  diphtheria  by  2, — the  entire 
year,  by  1 ;  early  in  the  year,  by  1 ;  pneumonia,  by  2, — in  February  and 
March,   by  1 ;  in  April,  November,  and  December,  by  1 ;   bronchitis,  in 
February  and  March,  by  1 ;  bowel  complaints  in  July  and  August,  cholera 
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morbus  and  remittent  fever  at  time  not  stated,  typho-malarial  fever  in  Oc- 
tober, November,  and  December,  meningitis  in  March,  and  pulmonary 
difficulties  in  February,  March,  and  April,  each  by  1. 
One  correspondent  stated  that  there  were  many  more  deaths  than  usual  from 
diphtheria,  but  only  a  small  proportion  of  deaths  for  the  number  of  cases; 
one,  that  the  mortality  from  the  sickness  of  August,  September,  and  October 
was  less  than  usual,  because  diseases  ran  light;  one,  that  diphtheria,  scarlet 
fever,  and  whooping-cough  were  mild  as  a  rule ;  one,  that  there  was  a  low  rate 
of  mortality  throughout  the  entire  year,  from  continued  fever  dependent  on 
miasm,  and  from  diseases  of  zymotic  origin. 

15.*  Please  give  names,  and  mention  dates  of  the  occurrence  in  1878,  of  any  and  all 
diseeues  not  iMuaUy  occurring  in  your  locality. 

In  reply  to  this  question,  13  correspondents  stated  that  during  the  year  1878 
no  disease  occurred  which  does  not  usually  occur  in  their  localities ;  one  said, 
"  Nothing,  unless  diphtheria ;"  one,  ''None  except  scarlet  fever;'*  one  said, 
*'  We  have  our  share  of  everything"  ;  14  reported  names  of  unusual  diseases, 
4  of  them,  however,  not  stating  the  time  of  occurrence  of  the  unusual  dis- 
eases ;  11  made  no  statement.  The  following  diseases  were  reported  as  having 
occurred  in  localities  where  they  do  not  usually  occur: — 

Diphtheria,  by  7  correspondents, — in  January,  by  3, — in  February,  by  1, — 
in  March  by  3 ;  in  April,  by  2;  in  May,  by  1, — in  June,  by  2, — in  July, 
by  3, — in  August,  by  4, — in  September,  by  3, — in  October,  by  4 ;  in  Novem- 
ber, by  G ;  in  December,  by  6 ;  scarlet  fever,  by  3, — in  September,  October, 
November,  and  December,  by  1, — in  February  and  November,  by  1 ;  at 
time  not  stated,  by  1 ;  influenza,  by  3, — extensively  in  November  and 
December,  by  1, — in  December,  by  1, — at  time  not  stated,  by  1 ;  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis,  by  2, — in  February,  by  1, — in  November,  by  1 ;  menin- 
gitis in  March,  pseudo-membraneous  croup  in  October  and  November, 
erysipelas  (phlegmonous)  in  April,  septicaemia  and  apoplexy  in  May, 
ovarian  dropsy  in  June,  typhoid  fever  in  February  and  March,  yellow 
fever,  whooping-cough  with  croup,  neuralgia  of  heart,  and  congestive  chill, 
at  dates  not  given,— each  by  1. 

16.  State  number  of  cases  of  each  of  these  diseases;  namely,  small-pox,  cholera, 
•  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, diphtheria,  and  any  other  epidemic,  endemic,  contagious,  or  infectious 
disease  that  appeared  during  1878.  (Facts  are  especially  desired,  but  opin- 
ions arc  better  than  no  statements,  though  it  will  be  well  to  state  them  as 
opinions.) 

17.  Of  the  eight  diseases  mentioned  in  question  16,  Name  those  of  which  no 

case  appeared  during  the  year  1878. 

Of  the  46  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  circular,  7  made  no  statement 
in  answer  to  question  16 ;  all  made  some  statement  in  answer  to  question  17. 
In  reply  to  question  16,  one  correspondent  reported  8  cases  of  typho-malarial 
fever;  one,  40  cases;  one,  20  cases  of  typhoid  and  typho-malarial  fever;  one, 
4  cases  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas;  one,  6  cases  of  dysentery;  one,  several 
cases  of  erysipelas,  a  few  of  chicken-pox,  and  3  of  puerperal  fever.  The 
statements  concerning  the  diseases  named  in  these  questions  are  summarized 
as  follows : — 

*Tho  figures  beginning  paragraphs  are  the  r.umbers  of  the  questions  in  Circular  29,  printed  m 
smaller  type  on  pages  Id0-17G  of  this  Report.    Tho  replies,  from  which  the  summary  is  made,  are 
printed  od  pag48  179-.... 
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Small'poz. — Concerning  this  disease,  1  correspondent  did  not  reply;  43 
stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities;  one  reported  Teases;  one,  1 
case.  In  reply  to  Circular  24,  for  1877,  there  were  reported  from  one  locality 
(Detroit)  107  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Cholera, — Concerning  this  disease,  2  correspondents  did  not  reply;  44 
stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities. 

Scarlet  fever, — Concerning  this  disease,  7  correspondents  did  not  reply;  9 
stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities;  2  stated  that  there  were  a  few 
cases;  3,  that  there  were  some  cases;  one,  that  there  were  several  cases;  one, 
that  mild  cases  were  reported;  one,  that  it  was  very  prevalent;  21  reported  a 
total  of  435  cases,  or  an  average  of  21  cases  each,  ranging  from  1  case  to  150 
cascp ;  one  reported  103  deaths.  In  reply  to  Circular  24,  for  1877,  there  were 
reported  by  20  correspondents  a  total  of  288  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  or  an 
average  of  14  cases  eacli,  ranging  from  1  case  to  60  cases ;  and  from  the  same 
locality  (Detroit)  from  which  103  deaths  were  reported  for  1878,  only  75 
deaths  were  reported  for  1877.  It  is  worthy  of  note  that  11  of  the  21  locali- 
ties from  which  the  435  cases  were  reported  for  1878  are  included  in  the  20 
localities  from  which  the  288  cases  were  i*eported  for  1877;  and  that  from 
these  11  localities  there  were  reported  144  cases  in  1878  against  92  cases  in 
1877.  Of  the  other  10  localities  from  which  the  number  of  cases  was  reported 
(291  cases)  for  1878,  from  one,  "many  cases ^'  was  reported  in  1877,  30  cases 
in  1878 ;  from  one,  "no  case"  was  reported  in  1877, 1  case  in  1878 ;  from  one, 
no  statement  was  made  concerning  this  disease  in  1877  (though  indirectly  the 
same  observer  reported  60  cases  for  that  year),  30  cases  were  rcported  in  1878 : 
from  the  other  7  no  reply  to  the  circular  was  received  for  1877.  Of  28  local- 
ities from  which  scarlet  fever  was  reported  in  reply  to  the  circular  for  1878, 
it  was  reported  from  16  in  1878;  2  made  no  statement  in  regard  to  the  dis- 
ease for  1878 ;  and  from  10  no  rei)ly  to  the  circular  was  received  for  1878. 

Typhoid  fever. — Concerning  this  disease,  8  correspondents  made  no  reply ; 
14  stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities ;  2  stated  that  there  were  a 
few  cases ;  one,  that  it  was  very  prevalent ;  20  reported  a  total  of  162  cases,  or 
an  average  of  8  cases,  ranging  from  one  case  to  50  cases ;  one  reported  27 
deaths,  against  47  deaths  in  1877. 

Measles, — Concerning  this  disease,  10  correspondents  made  no  statement; 
28  stated  that  no  case  Occurred  in  their  localities;  one  stated  that  there  were 
mild  cases;  one,  that  there  were  a  few  light  cases;  5  reported  a  total  of  31 
cases,  or  an  average  of  6  cases,  ranging  from  1  case  to  20  cases ;  one  reported 
1  death. 

Wliooping-cough, — Concerning  this  disease,  10  correspondents  made  no  state- 
ment; 14  stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities;  3  stated  that  there 
were  a  few  cases ;  one,  that  there  were  a  few  light  cases ;  one,  that  there  were 
mild  cases;  one,  that  it  was  very  prevalent;  one  that  there  were  many  cases; 
one,  that  there  were  two  cases;  13  reported  a  total  of  617  cases,  or  an  average 
of  47  cases,  ranging  from  5  cases  to  300  cases ;  one  reported  33  deaths. 

Cerehro-Hpinal  meningitis, — Concerning  this  disease,  4  correspondents  made 
no  statement;  33  stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities;  one  stated 
that  there  were  a  few  cases ;  4  reported  one  case  each ;  one  reported  2  cases ; 
one,  3  cases;  one,  6  cases;  one,  one  death. 

Diphtheria. — Concerning  this  disease,  8  correspondents  made  no  reply;  11 
stated  that  no  case  occurred  in  their  localities ;  3  stated  that  there  were  a  few 
cases ;  one,  that  there  were  some  cases ;  22  reported  a  total  of  916  cases,  or  an 
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SXH[BIT  4. — Sating  by  JUonthi  the  itTumier  o/  Corretpondenta  uho  Seported  Ca$et 
of  eertata  Diieates  in  replf  to  Oircvlarg  11,  15,  24,  and  29.  relative  to  dUeatet  in 
Michigan  in  the  Years  1S7S,  1876, 1877,  and  1878*.— and  alio  the  Per  Cent  of  Obierv- 
er»  mho  made  Weekly  Beports  of  motl  of  the  eamt  Diieatet  during  the  Year  1878.^8ee 
Qaeetion  18  of  Circular  29,  on  page  164,  aUo  following  paragrapkM,') 
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EXHIBIT  4.—Conttnutd. 
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totitl  of  155  cases,  or  an  average  of  10  caeca,  ranging  from  1  case  to  40  cases. 
Of  tlic  '26  localities  from  nhicli  diplitlien^  was  reported  for  1878,  10  reported 
it  in  reply  to  the  circular  for  1S77, — 7  of  them  reported  223  cases  in  1878 
against  59  cases  in  1877;  3  reported  "no  case"  for  187";  from  14  no  reply 
iras  received  to  the  circular  for  1877.  Of  22  localities  from  which  diphtheria 
was  reported  in  reply  to  the  circular  for  1877,  it  was  reported  for  1878  from 
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10 ;  from  2,  no  statement  was  received  in  regard  to  the  disease,  from  6  no  reply 
to  the  circular  was  received  for  1878;  only  4  of  them  reported  *'no  case"  for 
1878. 

18.*  For  each  of  the  months  in  1878,  please  give  a  summary  statement  of  the  dis- 
eases which  occurred,  naming  them  in  the  order  of  their  prevalence, — greatest 
first. 

Of  the  46  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  circular,  14  made  no  statement 
in  answer  to  this  question.  Of  the  32  who  replied  to  this  question,  one  makes 
no  statement  for  February,  March,  April,  May,  or  November;  one  does  not 
reply  for  March,  April,  August,  or  September;  one  docs  not  reply  for  Septem- 
ber; one  answers  only  for  the  first  four  months  of  the  year;  one  answers  only 
for  the  last  9  months  of  the  year.  A  tabular  summary  of  the  replies  to  this 
question  is  given  in  Exhibit  4,  pages  162-3.  This  exhibit  includes  also  summaries 
of  the  replies  by  18  correspondents  to  the  same  question  in  Circular  24,  relative 
to  the  diseases  in  1877,  by  46  correspondents  to  the  same  question  in  Circular 
15,  relative  to  the  diseases  in  1876,  and  by  8  correspondents  to  the  same  ques- 
tion in  Circular  11,  relative  to  the  diseases  in  1875.  No  disease,  however,  is 
Included  in  the  statement  for  any  month,  which  was  not  reported  for  that 
month  by  more  than  one  correspondent  in  one  of  these  years.  The  last  col- 
umn of  this  exhibit  for  each  month  states  for  such  of  the  diseases  here  reported 
as  are  printed  on  the  postal  blanks  for  weekly  reports,  the  per  cent  of  observers 
who  reported  them  during  that  month  of  the  year  1878.  In  studying  this 
exhibit,  it  is  necessary  to  bear  in  mind  the  number  of  correspondents  who 
replied  to  the  question  for  each  year;  these  numbers  are  stated  in  a  foot-note 
to  the  exhibit. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  this  exhibit  that  many  of  the  diseases  were  reported  for 
1877  and  for  1878  by  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  correspondents  who 
replied  to  this  question  than  for  1875  or  1876.  This  may  be  in  part  explained 
by  a  slight  change  in  the  wording  of  the  question  for  1877  and  1878,  though 
not  in  the  meaning  intended.  Instead  of  ''the  diseases  which  occurred,''  the 
question  for  1875  and  1876  read  '*  the  diseases  which  have  prevailed,"  an 
expression  which  seems  to  have  been  understood  by  some  to  mean  diseases 
which  were  unusually  prevalent,  or  more  prevalent  than  other  diseases.  The 
exhibit  may  be  studied  in  connection  with  the  tables  and  diagrams  formed 
from  weekly  reports  of  diseases,  which  are  printed  on  subsequent  pages  of 
this  volume. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  SCARLET  FEVER. 

The  replies  to  questions  6,  8,  10,  12,  14,  15,  16,  17,  and  18  of  this  circular 
and  of  Circular  24,  relative  to  diseases  in  Michigan  in  1877,  seem  to  indicate 
that  for  the  years  1877  and  1878  there  was  in  the  State  a  very  large  amount  of 
sickness  from  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever.  This  is  also  indicated  by  special 
reports  received  at  this  office  from  time  to  time,  and  by  the  weekly  reports, 
which  have  been  received  regularly  since  the  first  of  September,  1876.  In  a 
few  localities  these  diseases  seem  to  have  been  slightly  less  prevalent  in  1878 
than  in  1877,  but  in  many  localities  one  or  both  of  them  either  began  in  1878 
or  was  much  more  prevalent  in  1878  than  previously.  On  the  whole  the  evi- 
dence of  these  replies  is,  perhaps,  that  they  were  more  prevalent  in  1878  than 

*The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  are  the  numbers  of  the  questions  in  Circular  29.  printed  in 
smaller  type  on  pages  150-176  of  this  Keport.  The  replies,  from  which  the  summary  U  made,  arc 
printed  on  pages  17V-.... 
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in  1877.  The  evidence  of  the  weekly  reports  is  thafc  both  were  more  prevalent 
in  1878  than  in  1877.  For  every  month  except  January  and  February  the 
per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  prevalence  of  diphtheria  was  greater  in  1878 
than  in  1877;  and  for  every  roontli  except  January,  April,  and  May,  the  per 
cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  prevalence  of  scarlet  fever  was  greater  in  1878 
than  in  1877.  This  is  more  clearly  presented  in  Exhibit  5,  below,  which 
also  states  by  months  the  differences  between  these  per  cents  for  the  two  years 
1877  and  1878. 


EXHIBIT  5.— Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever  in  Michigan  by  Months  in  1877  and 
2878^— Per  Cent  of  Observers  and  of  Weekly  Reports  Stating  Prevalence  of  These  Dis- 
eases in  Each  of  the  Tears  Named ;  Also  Differences  between  These  Per  Cents  for  the 
Two  Tears. 


MONTHS. 


Tbab 

Jannaiy 

February 

Harch , 

April 

M*y 

Jane 

July 

August 

September 

October ^ 

NoTember 

I>ecember^.  .. 


Diphtheria. 


Pkb  Cbht  or  Ombbt. 

EBB  BbFOBTIMO   PBB- 
TALBNCB  or.  * 


1877. 


82 


61 
88 
35 
81 
15 
18 
18 
14 
22 
44 
46 
41 


1878. 


87 


51 
89 
88 
88 
27 
23 
22 
23 
27 
46 
49 
54 


In  1878 
Greater 

(  +  ). 
or  L«M 

(-). 

than  In 

18n. 


-t-5 


0 

+  1 

4^8 

+  7 
+  12 
•f5 
•f4 
+  9 
+  5 
+  2 

4-8 

+  13 


Pbb  Cbitt  or  Wbkklt 

Rbpomti  Statiko 

Pbbbbmcb 

or.» 


isn. 

1878. 

19 

23 

83 

80 

24 

24 

19 

28 

16 

22 

8 

14 

10 

12 

10 

12 

7 

16 

12 

19 

25 

27 

In  1878 
Greater 

(♦). 
or  Lmb 

(-). 

than  in 

1877. 


•f4 


29 
26 


85 
40 


—8 
0 

+  4 
+  6 
+  6 
•f2 
+  2 
+  9 
+  7 
+  2 
+  6 
•1-14 


SCARLKT  FEYBV. 


Pbs  Ckkt  or  Obbicbt. 
bbb  Bbpobtiico  Pbb. 

VALBXCB  or.  * 


1877. 

1878. 

88 

88 

43 

84 

88 

51 

84 

52 

88 

82 

88 

33 

87 

28 

29 

25 

23 

27 

22 

85 

84 

44 

87 

89 

2G 

51 

In  1878 
Greater 

(4;). 
or  Lew 

than  tn 
1877. 


^5 


—9 
+  13 
+  18 

0 

—9 
—4 

+  4 
+  13 
+  10 

+  2 
+  25 


Pkb  Cbmt  or  Wbkklt 

BKrjBTf  Statiko 

Pbkvalbkok 

or.* 


isn. 


21 


28 
26 
22 

24 
21 
18 
16 
17 
15 
19 
22 
18 


1878. 


25 


23 
29 
85 
24 

21 
20 
17 
20 
25 
28 
26 
82 


In  1878 
Greater 

or  Lev 

(-). 
than  In 

1877. 


+  4 


—5 

+  8 

+  13 

0 

0 

+2 

+  1 

+  3 

+  10 

+9 

+  4 

+  14 


*  Explanations  of  statements  In  these  columns,  and  other  statements  relatire  to  the  preralence 
of  the  diseases  under  consideration  may  be  found  in  Tables  2  and  8  in  articles  on  Weekly  Reports  of 
Diseases  in  Michigan,  for  1877  on  pages  262-290  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  and  in  tables  for  1878  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  Tolume. 

The  evidence  of  the  replies  to  these  circalars  is  also  that  there  was 
a  large  mortality  from  diphtheria  and  from  scarlet  fever  in  1877  and  1878; 
how  great  a  mortality  cannot  yet  well  bo  determined.  Special  reports  of  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  in 
epidemics  occurring  in  ten  rural  localities  in  Micliigan  in  1877  and  1878 
(not,  however,  the  totals  for  those  years),  are  published  on  pages  381-^90 
of  the  Fifth,  on  pages  78-85  of  the  Sixth,  and  on  pages  105-114  and  125-127 
of  this  Seventh  Annual  Report  of  the  State  Boanl  of  Health.    From  these 
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teu  localities  there  were  reported  332  eases  of  diphtheria,  and  64  deaths  from 
diphtheria.  It  is  believed  that  there  have  been  many  other  localities  where 
the  sickness  and  mortality  from  diphtheria  were  not  less  than  in  these.  In  the 
Detroit  cemeteries  there  were  bnried  of  those  who  had  died  from  diphtheria, 
47  in  1878,  54  in  1877,  and  30  in  1876;  the  number  of  cases  is  not  known. 
As  regards  the  mortality  from  diphtheria  this  evidence  is  greatly  strength- 
ened  by  the  Vital  Statistics  of  Michigan  compiled  from  returns  of  deaths  to 
the  State  Department  for  the  years  1869-1877,  according  to  which  the  deaths 
from  diphtheria  in  1877  were  over  one-fourth  the  total  deaths  from  that  dis- 
ease for  the  nine  years,  186U-1877.  According  to  these  returns,  scarlet  fever 
seems  to  have  reached  its  maximum  in  1870.  That  it  has  not  increased 
equally  with  diphtheria  may  in  part  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  there  has 
been  a  better  recognition  of  its  contagiousness,  and  that,  therefore,  more  vig- 
orous measures  have  been  taken  for  its  restriction.  The  number  of  deaths 
returned  for  these  years  is  stated  in  Exhibit  6. 

EXHIBIT  6.— Deaths  from  Crovp,  Diphtheria^  and  Scarlet  Fever,  returned  to  the  State 
Department  for  Each  of  the  Tears  1869-1877, — also,  Total  and  Average  for  the  Same 
Tears. 


DISEASES. 


Croup 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever*, 


TotoL 

Aver- 

1889. 

1870. 

187L 

1872. 

1873. 

1874. 

1875. 

1876. 

1,370 

152.2 

105 

127 

153 

162 

172 

142 

167 

178 

2,064 

229.8 

89 

121 

121 

192 

217 

213 

207 

311 

4,610 

512.2 

252 

a52 

696 

565 

1 

500 

1 

440 

423 

899 

1877. 

164 
583 
404 


*  Inclndos  **  scarlet  rash  '*  and  **  canker  rash.*' 


Both  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  are  contagious  diseases;  they  are  propa- 
gated largely,  if  not  wholly,  by  direct  or  indirect  exposure  to  persons  having 
the  disease.     It  has  been  demonstrated  again  and  again  that  these  diseases^ 
may  be  restricted  and  altogether  stamped  out,  when   by  chance  they  have 
gained  only  a  slight  footing  in  a  place,  nearly  as  effectually  as  may  small-pox, 
though  in  these  diseases  we  have  not  that  powerful  aid — vaccination — which  is 
so  effectual  in  small-pox.     There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  local  boards  of  health 
would  promptly  and  thoroughly  isolate  tliefiist  cases  of  these  diseases  which  occur 
within  their  jurisdiction,  and  tlioroughly  disinfect  or  destroy  all  infected  articles, 
many  lives  might  be  saved  every  year,  not  to  mention  much  expense  and  loss  of 
time  now  incurred  on  account  of  sickness.     The  law  has  wisely  declared  it  to  be 
the  duty  of  physicians  and  householders  to  report  to  thef  local  board  of  health 
cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health.     Many  people  are  not  aware 
of  the  contagious  nature  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever,  and  it  is  nothing  less 
than  criminal  on  the  part  of  physicians  or  others  to  teach  that  they  are  not 
contagious  diseases,  or  diseases  dangerous  to  the  pnblic  health  within  the 
meaning  of  the  law.     Kot  until  the   people  are   thoroughly  awake   to  the 
importance  of  immediate  and  efficient  isolation  of  those  sick  with  diphtheria 
or  scarlet  fever,  and  of  the  destruction  of  infected  articles,  can  any  family 
in  the  ^tate  be  safe  from  the  invasion  of  these  terrible  diseases;    because 
every  family  is  so  closely  associated  with  persons,  clothing,  food,  books,  etc, 
coming  from  all  the  different  ranks  in  society  or  stations  in  life,  that  even  if 
all  the  members  of  a  household  have  perfect  knowledge  of  the  nature,  causes, 
and  best  modes  of  preventing  such  a  contagious  disease  as  scarlet  fever  or 
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diphtheria,  it  is  sometimeB  impossible  to  avoid  contracting  the  disease,  on 
account  of  the  action  of  other  persons,  who  are  ignorant  of  the  contagions 
nature  of  the  disease  and  of  the  methods  by  which  it  is  spread.  As  the 
strength  of  a  chain  is  the  strength  of  its  weakest  link,  so  also  it  is  trne 
that  the  safety  of  the  best  informed  on  sanitary  subjects  often  depends  upon 
the  action  of  those  least  informed.  The  formation  of  an  intelligent  public 
opinion  on  this  subject  is  therefore  of  great  importance  to  the  welfare  of  all 
classes  of  people;  and  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  every  reader  of  this  Beport 
will  endeavor  to  cooperate  with  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  spreading  a 
knowledge  of  the  communicability  of  such  diseases  as  scarlet  fever  and  diph- 
theria. 

DIPHTHERIA   AND  INFLUENZA. 

Some  facts  relative  to  the  coincident  prevalence  of  diphtheria  and  influenza 
seem  worthy  of  mention  in  this  connection.  It  will  be  noticed  by  Exhibit  4, 
pages  162-3,  that  for  December  1878  diphtheria  was  reported  by  a  somewhat 
larger  proportion  of  the  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  question  than  for 
December  1877 ;  and  by  Exhibit  5,  page  165,  that  a  much  larger  per  cent  of 
the  weekly  reports  stated  presence  of  diphtheria  in  December  1878,  than  in 
December  1877.  This  difference  is  made  more  noticeable  by  Diagram  2 
relating  to  weekly  reports  of  diseases  in  1878,  on  a  subsequent  page  of  this 
Beport,  in  connection  with  the  corresponding  diagram  for  1877  on  page  295  of 
the  Annual  Beport  of  this  Board  for  1878.  It  will  also  be  noticed  by  Exhibit  4, 
pages  162--3,  that  the  replies  to  question  18  indicate  a  much  greater  prevalence 
of  influenza  in  December  1878,  than  in  December  1877.  In  reply  to  ques- 
tion 15,  as  to  diseases  prevalent  in  1878  but  not  usually  prevalent,  one  corres- 
pondent reported  influenza  as  prevalent  in  December,  one  reported  it  as 
^'extensively"  prevalent  in  November  and  December,  and  one  as  prevalent  at 
time  not  stated.  The  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  prevalence  of  influ- 
enza was  less  in  1878  than  in  1877,  from  January  to  March,  and  greater  from 
April  to  December,  inclusive.  This  is  more  definitely  shown  by  the  diagrams 
already  referred  to. 

This  apparent  coincident  prevalence  of  the  two  diseases  may  be  explained  in 
several  ways.  It  may  be  that  much  influenza  is  reported  as  diphtheria,  or  that 
much  mild  diphtheria  is  reported  as  influenza.  It  may  be  that  when  diph- 
theria is  prevalent,  that  which  causes  it  in  some  persons  causes  in  others  only 
influenza.  It  is  certain  that  influenza,  by  its  irritation  of  the  throat  and  air- 
passages,  renders  all  persons  much  more  susceptible  to  the  poison  of  diphtheria. 
Thus  the  real  influenza  may  be  due  to  meteorological  conditions,  and  be  the 
occasion  of  an  unusual  spread  of  diphtheria.  Some  study  of  the  meteorolog- 
ical conditions  may  be  made,  in  connection  with  this  subject,  in  the  article  on 
the  principal  meteorological  conditions  in  Michigan  in  1878,  on  subsequent 
pages  of  this  Beport. 

INTERMITTENT  FEVER. 

It  will  be  noticed  in  Exhibit  4,  pages  162-3,  that  for  8  successive  months 
in  1878,  beginning  with  April,  intermittent  fever  was  reported  by  a  greater 
number  of  correspondents  than  reported  any  other  disease  for  the  same  mouths, 
and  that  for  the  other  4  months  of  the  year  it  was  reported  by  a  large  number 
of  correspondents,  in  no  month  by  less  than  14  of  the  32  Correspondents  who 
replied  to  this  question.  In  1877,  for  8  successive  months  beginning  with 
May^  intermittent  fever  was  reported  by  more  correspondents  than  was  any 
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other  disease,  and  for  April  only  one  disease,  rheaniatism,  was  reported  by  as 
many  correspondents.  For  the  first  3  months  of  1877  intermittent  fever  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  so  generally  prevalent  as  for  the  corresponding  months 
of  1878.  It  is  a  generally  recognized  fact  that  drainage  and  other  improve- 
ments of  the  soil  have  greatly  reduced  the  sickness  from  this  disease  in  Michi- 
gan. That  by  these  means  it  can  still  be  greatly  reduced  is  firmly  believed; 
that  there  is  large  room  for  a  wise  expenditure  of  money  in  the  constrnction 
of  drains  and  ditches  in  the  interest  of  health  alone,  there  can  be  no  doubt. 
In  view  of  the  sickness  from  this  disease  alone  it  would  seem  that  the  legisla- 
ture might  years  ago  wisely  have  ordered  a  sanitary  survey  of  the  State,  and 
that  it  is  yearly  becoming  more  important  that  such  a  survey  be  made,  in  order 
that  work  already  being  done  may  be  made  most  efficient  for  the  interests  of 
the  public  health. 

The  suggestion  by  Dr.  J.  S.  Caulkins,  of  Thornville  (found  in  his  reply  to 
the  last  question  of  the  circular,  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  volume),  to  leave 
in  clearing,  or  to  plant  if  the  land  is  already  cleared,  a  belt  of  trees  near  the 
dwelling-house  and  on  that  side  from  which  the  prevailing  winds  blow,  is  an 
important  suggestion,  and  one  strengthened  by  the  fact  that  similar  sugges- 
tions were  independently  made  by  two  other  correspondents.  Dr.  D.  W.  C. 
Burch,  of  Rockfoixi,  and  Dr.  S.  C.  Van  Antwerp,  of  Vicksburg,  Mich.  It 
has  many  times  been  suggested  that  a  belt  of  trees  between  the  source  of  the 
malaria  and  the  residence  will  give  comparative  safety  from  the  effects  of 
malaria  from  such  source. 

Aside  from  considerations  of  health,  the  cost  of  planting  such  a  belt  of 
trees  would,  in  many  cases,  be  repaid  by  the  improvement  in  the  looks  and 
convenience  of  a  place ;  while  in  connection  with  the  objection  mentioned  by 
Dr.  Gaulkins*  that  such  a  belt  might  in  hot  weather  be  unpleasant  by  shut- 
ting off  the  cool  breeze,  it  should  be  remembered  that  trees  pour  a  large 
amount  of  moisture  into  the  air,  especially  on  a  hot  day;  and  on  such  a  day 
the  air  that  passes  over  or  through  a  belt  of  trees  is  cooled  by  the  evaporation 
of  the  water  from  the  trees  and  the  elevation  of  its  temperature,  just  as  it  is 
cooled  by  passing  over  a  lake.  An  atmosphere  saturated  with  moisture  is, 
however,  very  ''oppressive,"  from  the  fact  that  in  it  but  little  evaporation 
takes  place  from  the  surface  of  the  body,  and  the  body  is  not,  therefore,  cooled 
as  it  is  by  evaporation  when  the  air  is  dry. 

However  greatly  a  locality  may  be  dependent  on  public  improvements  for  a 
complete  removal  of  conditions  deleterious  to  health,  much  may  bo  done  by 
private  effort,  both  in  the  selection  of  healthy  sites  for  dwellings,  in  the 
improvement  of  those  sites,  and  by  various  means,  in  the  mitigation  of  unfav- 
orable conditions  immediately  surrounding  the  dwellings.  There  is  no  such 
appreciation  of  public  improvements  as  is  felt  where  private  enterprise  has 
done  its  best  towards  the  desired  result;  and  where  the  success  of  individual 
effort  has  demonstrated  the  feasibility  of  the  proposed  plan  of  improvement, 
there  is  created  the  strongest  demand  for  the  public  improvement. 

19.*  During  the  year  1878,  have  any  cases  of  yellow  fever  occurred  in  your  locality  ? 
If  so,  from  whence  did  the  persons  come?  How  long  after  they  had  left  an 
infected  locality  before  they  came  down  with  the  disease? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  42  correspondents  stated  that  no  case  of  yellow 

*The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  are  the  nnmbers  of  the  questions  in  Circular  S9,  printed  in 
smaller  type  on  pMgos  150-176  of  this  Report.  The  replies,  from  which  the  sammary  is  made,  are 
printed  on  pages  17^.... 
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fever  occurred  in  their  localities;  cue  reported  one  case  that  came  from  the 
SoQth ;  3  made  no  statement. 

20.  Please  communicate  the  details  of  cases  of  yellow  fever,  if  auy  cases  have 
occurred  in  your  locality,  and  fully  as  regards  evidence  of  the  appearance  or 
non-appearance  of  any  unusual  cases  of  fever  in  any  way  simulating  that 
disease.  (It  is  important  to  establish  tlie  fact  of  there  having  been  no  such 
cases,  if  such  is  the  fact.) 

In  reply  to  this  question,  26  correspondents  made  no  statement,  23  of  them 
having  stated  in  answer  to  question  19  that  no  cases  of  yellow  fever  occurred 
in  their  localities;  16  stated  that  no  unusual  cases  of  fever  in  any  way  simu- 
lating yellow  fever  occurred  in  their  localities. 

Dr.  Chase,  of  Elsie,  said,  ''It  was  noticed  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  cases 
of  typho-malarial  fever  and  remittent  fever  that  they  commenced  usually  with 
fetid  diarrhea,  occasionally  very  dark  and  inky  vomit." 

Dr.  Belknap,  of  Niles,  said,  ''Oar  cases  of  bilious  or  typho-malarial  fevers 
assumed  a  different  type  from  anything  I  have  previously  seen,  viz.,  irritable 
stomach  with  some  vomiting  of  a  yellow  or  dark  yellow  fluid,  skin  yellow  or 
dingy,  kidneys  and  bowels  both  disturbed,  the  former  sluggish  and  the  latter 
irritable,  with  small,  dark-colored  evacuations,  convalescence  slow  with  a  liabil- 
ity to  a  relapse  or  recurrence  of  the  same  class  of  symptoms,  but  no  unusual 
mortality." 

Dr.  Beeves,  of  Niles,  said,  "The  fevers  were  all  of  a  mild  character,  and 
terminated  favorably ;  but  in  all  the  cases  I  met  with  there  was  an  extremely 
irritable  condition  of  the  stomach.  In  three  ciises  there  was  acute  gastritis. 
In  a  number  of  cases  the  stomach  £ave  but  little  trouble  until  the  fever  was 
about  to  subside,  or  had  subsided,  when  it  ceased  to  be  retentive,  and  rejected 
almost  everything  that  was  swallowed.  Small  portions  of  ice  would  some- 
times be  retained.  Grumous  blood  appeared  in  the  matter  ejected  from  the 
stomach  in  three  cases.  During  the  entire  period  of  convalescence  gastralgia 
resulted  from  the  least  imprudence  in  diet,  in  nearly  all  the  cases  I  met  with." 

Dr.  Yates,  of  Washington,  Macomb  county,  said,  "I  have  had  no  cases 
resembling  it ;  the  nearest  were  a  few  cases  of  obstinate  jaundice  in  the  month 
of  December." 

31.  During  the  prevalence  of  yellow  fever  at  the  South,  did  you  notice  in  your 
locality  any  unusual  cases  of  fever  differing  from  cases  which  have  occurred 
in  your  vicinity  at  other  times  when  yellow  fever  was  not  prevalent  in  tMe 
United  States? 

22.  In  any  such  unusual  case  at  that  time,  was  tliere  black  vomit  or  vomiting  of 

blood? 

23.  In  any  such  unusual  case  at  that  time,  was  there  evidence  of  contagiousness  or 

Infectiousness? 

In  reply  to  these  questions,  36  correspondents  said  that  they  did  not  notice 
auy  unusual  cases  of  fever  differing  from  cases  which  have  occurred  when 
yellow  fever  was  not  prevalent  in  the  United  States;  5  mode  no  statement; 
Dr.  Chase,  of  Elsie,  said  that  he  noticed  such  cases,  that  there  was  a  very 
dark  vomit,  and  sometimes  blood,  but  no  evidence  of  contagion  or  infection; 
Dr.  Goodwin,  of  Cassopolis,  said  that  cases  of  intermittent  fever  were  more 
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severe,  but  there  was  no  black  or  bloody  vomit,  and  that  he  observed  no  evideuce- 
of  contagiousness  or  infectiousness;  Dr.  Belknap,  of  Niles,  said  that  there  was^ 
nothing  except  vrhat  is  stated  in  reply  to  question  20  above;  that  the  trouble 
there  described  was  cither  epidemic  or  contagions,  he  thinks  it  was  contagious, 
and  that  there  was  no  black  or  bloody  vomit. 

The  reply  by  Dr.  Reeves,  of  Niles,  to  questions  21  and  22  is  included  in  his 
reply  to  question  20,  quoted  on  page  169.  Ue  stated  that  the  trouble  there 
described  was  not  contagious  or  infectious.  i 

Dr.  Palmer,  of  Brooklyn,  said  that  in  their  epidemic  of  diphtheria  there 
was  black  vomit  and  vomiting  of  blood. 

Dr.  Glapp,  of  Mendon,  said  that  there  was  no  such  unusual  case  of  fever, 
excepting  what  was  diagnosed  as  jaundice,  one  case  of  which  died^  and  in 
which  there  was  no  black  vomit  or  evidence  of  contagion. 

Dr.  Christian,  of  Wyandotte,  said  that  the  ordinary  endemic  fevers  were  of 
a  severer  typo  and  more  general,  and  that  there  were  more  of  a  typho-malarial 
and  typho-enteric  type. 

24.*  During  the  mild  months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  1878,  was  dyspepsia, 
unusually  prevalent  in  your  locality? 

In  reply  to  this  question^  38  correspondents  stated  that  dyspepsia  was  not 
unusually  prevalent  during  these  months,  or  that  they  did  not  observe  it  to  be ; 
3  stated  that  it  was  unusually  prevalent  during  these  months;  one  stated  that 
stomach  trouble  was  a  common  complaint,  but  nothing  severe;  one,  that  it 
was  not  so  unusually  prevalent  as  to  attract  attention ;  one,  that  he  did  not 
remember;  two  made  no  statement. 

25.  During  the  year  1878,  whiU  diseases  occurred,  €U  what  time  and  to  what 
extent,  antang  animals? 

In  reply  to  this  question,  11  correspondents  stated  that  no  disease  occurred 
among  animals  in  their  localities;  oue^  that  there  was  nothing  epidemic;  5, 
that  there  was  nothing  noticeable,  special,  or  unusual;  one,  that  animals  were 
quite  healthy;  one,  that  there  was  but  little,  and  that  due  to  carelessness;  6 
made  no  statement.  By  the  other  20  correspondents  the  following  diseases 
among  animals  were  reported : — 

Hog  cholera,  by  7,— <iuring  greater  part  of  the  year,  by  1, — in  Fall,  by  1, — 
in  Autumn  and  Winter  months,  by  1, — in  Summer,  by  1,  who  also  reported 
pleuro  pneumonia  in  the  Fall  and  Spring,  both  diseases  to  a  limited  extent, — 
in  July  and  August,  by  1 ;  at  time  not  stated,  by  2;  one  correspondent  stated 
that  there  was  less  than  the  year  before ;  horse  distemper,  by  3, — in  November 
and  December,  by  1, — in  December,  by  1, — in  Spring  and  Fall,  by  1,  who 
said  that  in  several  instances  during  the  Fall  it  terminated  in  inflammation  of 
the  lungs  and  proved  fatal ;  epizooty  among  hoi*ses,  by  3, — in  the  Fall,  by  1, — 
in  Spring  and  Fall,  by  1, — slightly  the  last  of  the  year,  by  1.  One  corres- 
pondent reported  a  few  cases  of  epizooty  in  Spring  and  Fall,  but  did  not  state 
among  what  animals;  two  correspondents  reported  deaths  from  eating  smutty 
corn  or  cornstalks,  one  of  them  saying  among  cattle,  the  other  not  stating 
among  what  animals.  Three  reported  cholera  among  hens, — one,  in  July  and 
August, — one,  in  May  and  June,— one,  in  Autumn  and  Winter  months;  one 
reported  a  good  deal  of  mortality  among  chickens  in  the  Spring;  one  reported 

*The  flfrnres  beginnioR  parngraphs  are  the  nnmbers  of  the  qnestions  in  Circular  0,  printed  in 
smaller  type  un  pages  150-176  of  tnis  Keport.  The  repUes,  from  which  the  summary  is  made,  are 
printed  on  jjages  179-.... 
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ronp  among  poaltry  iu  the  Fall.     Ono  reported  influenza  among  horses  in 
December;  one  reported  some  disease  among  distillery-fed  cattle. 

26.  During  the  year  1878,  what  diseases,  as  rot,  rust,  smut,  bunt,  mildew,  or  mouldy 

occurred  among  the  crops,  as  potatoes,  hops,  fruits,  and  especially  cereals  and 
grasses  ? 

In  reply  to  this  qnestion,  G  correspondents  made  no  statement;  15  stated 
that  no  disease  occurred  among  crops;  2,  that  there  was  no  complaint;  one, 
that  there  was  nothing  in  particular ;  one,  that  there  was  none  of  any  account ; 
one,  that  he  knew  of  none;  one,  that  he  heard  of  none;  one,  that  there  was 
very  little;  one,  that  garden  crops  were  excellent;  4  reported  rust  in  wheat; 
4,  smut  in  wheat;  4,  smut  in  corn ;  2,  rot  in  potatoes;  one  stated  that  pota- 
toes were  blighted  and  diseased;  one,  that  apples  rotted  unusually;  one,  mil- 
dew in  grass;  the  cabbage  insect,  the  wheat  fly,  and  tlie  Colorado  potato 
beetle  were  each  reported  by  one  correspondent ;  one  correspondent  reported 
''rot,  rust,  and  smut,*'  but  did  not  state  among  what  crops. 

27.  As  reicards  rye,  oats,  corn,  buckwheat,  and  other  grains  raised  in  1878,  wheat  in 

particular,  what  was  the  actual  condition  when  ready  for  market  or  use? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  28  correspondents  stated  that  the  grains  raised  in 
1878  were,  when  ready  for  market  or  use,  in  "fair,*'  *'good,**  "excellent," 
or  "  unusually  good  "  condition ;  one,  that  they  were  as  usual  in  most  years ;  5 
made  no  statement ;  3  stated  that  they  wei*e  good,  except  that  some  wheat  was 
grown ;  one,  that  they  were  good  except  that  wheat  was  damp ;  one,  that  wheat 
was  not  as  dry  as  in  some  seasons ;  one,  that  they  were  all  good  except  Claw- 
son  wheat,  which  had  to  lie  some  time  to  harden ;  one,  that  the  wheat  crop 
Tras  good,  but  did  not  make  the  best  flour;  one,  that  wheat  was  injured  by  a 
Tret  harvest;  one,  that  most  grains  wero  in  good  condition;  one,  that  they 
vrere  of  inferior  condition  generally,  from  ripening  too  fast;  one,  that  nothing 
vras  prime,  wheat  decidedly  poor,  other  crops  passable,  except  hay,  which  was 
poorer  than  is  often  known. 

28.  Were  any  of  these  grains,  mentioned  in  question  27,  affected  by  any  kind  of 

Aingus? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  31  correspondents  stated  that  none  of  these 
grains  were  affected  with  any  kind  of  fungus;  8  made  no  statement;  one 
stated  that  there  was  smut  in  wheat  to  a  slight  extent;  one,  that  wheat  and 
corn  were  slightly  affected  witJi  smut ;  one,  that  wheat,  corn,  and  oats,  and 
one,  that  corn  and  oats  were  affected  with  some  kind  of  fungus. 

29.  Was  the  wheat  raised  in  1878  generally  allowed  to  get  thoroughly  dry  before  it 

was  tlireshed? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  33  correspondents  stated  that  the  wheat  raised  iu 
1878  was  generally  allowed  to  get  thoroughly  dry  before  it  was  threshed,  one 
of  them  excepting  Clawson  wheat;  5  made  no  statement;  2  stated  that  much 
was  not  dry ;  one,  that  wheat  threshed  immediately  after  the  harvest  was  not 
quite  dry;  one,  that  it  would  not  dry  out  well;  one,  that  it  was  generally 
damp  and  threshed  early;  one  said  that  it  was  not  generally  dry;  one,  that  it 
was  not  as  dry  as  in  some  seasons;  one,  that  it  was  about  tlie  same  as  reported 
in  former  years. 
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30.*  Did  a  greater,  a  lesSf  or  the  usual  praparHon  of  wheat  raised  in  1878 
"bank"  in  the  bin? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  10  correspondents  stated  that  the  proportion  of 
wheat  raised  in  1878  which  banked  in  the  bin  was  less  than  usual;  8,  that  it 
was  the  usual  proportion ;  2,  that  it  was  greater  than  usual ;  14  either  made 
no  statement  or  said  that  they  did  not  know;  5  said  ''no/'  an  answer  hard  to 
understand  ;  one  stated  that  it  did  not  bank ;  one,  that  none  that  was  properly 
taken  care  of  banked;  2,  that  there  was  no  complaint;  one,  that  very  little  if 
any  banked;  one,  that  not  much  banked  with  farmers,  some  in  warehouses; 
one,  that  millers  and  elevators  were  careful  not  to  store  grain  before  it  had 
sweat. 

31.  Was  the  hay  crop,  secured  in  1878,  tiior^  or  leas  than  U9U€iUy  affected  by 

mildew  or  mould? 

In  answer  to  this  question,  17  correspondents  answered  ''less;''  6,  "usu- 
ally;" 3,  "more;"  7  stated  that  it  was  good,  or  secured  in  good  condition; 
one,  that  early-cut  hay  was  injured;  6  answered  "no,"  one  "none,"  and 
one  "  It  was  not," — answers  not  easily  understood ;  4  made  no  statement. 

32.  Please  give  a  summary  statement  of  the  meteorological  conditions  daring  the 

year  1878,  specifying,  if  possible,  the  general  characters  for  each  month,  and 
noting  any  peculiar  or  unusual  conditions. 

• 

In  reply  to  this  question,  one  correspondent  stated  that  the  whole  year  was 
dry  and  mild ;  2,  that  there  were  no  peculiar  or  unusual  conditions ;  one,  that 
the  entire  season  was  unusually  wet ;  one,  that  it  was  generally  dry ;  one,  that 
there  was  an  unusually  hot  and  wet  Summer,  followed  by  an  unusually  mild 
Winter;  one  stated  that  during  the  Spring  there  was  more  than  the  usual  rain- 
fall; during  the  Summer  and  Autumn,  the  average;  and  that  the  Winter  was 
unusually  steady  and  mild  with  good  fall  of  snow,  snow  falling  for  43  consec- 
utive days;  one  stated  that  January,  February,  and  March  were  unusually 
warm  and  rainy,  and  November  and  December  unusual  in  their  steady  cold 
and  amount  of  snowing  days  and  cloudy  skies ;  one  stated  that  it  was  warm  in 
January  and  February;  wet  in  March  and  April;  dry  in  May  and  June;  wet 
in  July  and  August;  dry  in  September,  October,  and  November;  wet  in 
December.  Meteorological  tables  were  received  from  Drs.  Hazlewood,  of 
Grand  Rapids,  Nicholson,  of  Otisville,  Caulkins,  of  Thorn ville,  Palmer,  of 
Brooklyn,  Rouse,  of  Detroit,  and  Yates,  of  Washington,  Macomb  county,  and 
are  printed  with  their  replies. 

33.  Please  state  the  facts  concerning  the  soil  moisture  in  your  locality,  during 

each  of  the  months  in  the  year  1878,  without  reference  to  previous  years, 
but  comparing  the  months  in  1878  with  each  other.  Group  them  in  order- 
driest  first. 

34.  Compared  with  previous  years,  in  what  months  of  the  year  1878  was  the 

soil  in  your  locality  unusuaUy  dry  ? 

35.  Compared  with  previous  years,  in  what  months  of  the  year  1878  was  the 

soU  in  your  locality  unusually  moist  ? 

An  abstract  from  the  replies  to  these  questions  and  a  summary  are  given  in 
Exhibit  7,  page  173. 

*The  flffures  beginning  paragraphs  are  the  numbers  of  the  qaestions  in  Circular  0,  printed  in 
smaller  type  on  pages  150-176  of  this  Beport.  The  replies,  from  which  the  summary  is  made,  are 
printed  on  p^gea  JTV-. . .. 
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EXHIBIT  7.— iSbf  Z  Moisture  in  Michigan  by  Months  during  the  Tear  1878,  as  indicated 
by  the  Replies  of  26  Correspondents  to  Questions  33, 34,  and  35  of  Circular  29  from 
the  atate  Board  of  Health. 


DiriidoiM*  and  Localities. 


All  Localities 


UFFSB.  P  BlfTHBU  LAR.* 

Honffhton 

Wbbtkrn.* 

Drenthe - 

Kockfonl 


Central.* 
DeWitt .. 


Elsie 


Howell 
Ithaca.. 


Soil  Moittare  by  Montbi  and  without 
Itoferenceto  FreTloua  YeariL  Months 
in  Order  of  Dryneas,  Driest  First— 
(Question  83  page  172.) 


t 


Whole  year  dry. 


Jan.  and  Feb.,  rather  dry;  March, 
June,  Sept.,  Oct.,  and  Nov.,  me- 
dium; April,  Mav,  July,  Aug., 
and  Dec,  unusual Iv  wet. 

Aug.,  Sept.,  July,  and  June.  Very 
wet  and  muddy  until  about 
April  15. 

(L)  July,  Aug.,  Sept;  (2.)  May, 
June ;  (3.)  Jan.,  Feb.,  March ;  (4.) 
April,  Oct.,  Nov.,  and  Dec. 


OtlsTille . 
St.  Johns. 


Aug.,  Sept.,  Oct.,  July,  Nov.,  Dec, 

May,  June,  Apr.,  Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar. 

No  record 


WebberviUo. 


Bat  akd  Eastern.* 
Bay  City 


Lapeer 

Port  Sanilac. 


Saginaw 

Thornvillo. 


SOUTH- Western.* 

Gassopolis 

Bayton 

Mattawan 

Nilesi 

Southbrn.Cextral.* 

Brooklyn 


Hillsdale. 


Hudson. 
Mendon. 


Three  Rivers. 


Vicksburg 

SOUTH-EASTERN.* 

Wyandotte 


In  Jan.  and  Feb.,  sloppy  weather 
and  deep  mud;  greatest  rainfall 
in  April,  rained  nearly  half  the 
time;  light  showers  in  June  and 
July,  earth  dry;  drought  some, 
what  injurious  in  Aug. 

June,  Aug..  Sept.,  the  driest;  Feb., 
May,  July,  next;  Jan.,  Doc, 
next;  Mnr.,  Apr.,  Oct.,Nov.,noxt. 

Usual  Spring  and  Autumn  rains.. 

Unusually  wet  entire  season 

Aug.,  July, Sept., Oct.,  June,  Dec, 

Nov.,  Jan.,  Feb.,  Mar.,  May,  Apr. 

No  record 

Jan.,  Aug.,  Mav,  April,  Oct.,  June, 

Nov.,  and     bee;    Feb.,    Sept., 

July,  and  March. 

Cannot  say 

NodaU 


July  and  Aug 

June,  July,  Aug.,  and  Sept.... 


Winter  quite  dry;  May,  June, and 
first  part  of  July,  very  wet;  S 
of  July,  all  of  Aug.,  Sept.,  first 
half  of'^Oct.,  very  dry;  little  rain 
or  snow  during  winter. 

Most  moist  during  Spring  and  Fall 
months. 

Oct.,  Sept.,  Aug.,  Jan.,  March, 
May,  June,  Dec,  Nov.,  Feb., 
April,  July. 

Mav,  June,  Aug.,  Sept.,  Oct.,  Jan., 
March,  April,  July,  Feb.,  Nov., 
and  Dec. 

Dry 


No  record. 


Soil  Unusnally  Dry. 

Time.~(Qu(«tiun  84, 

page  172.) 


♦ 


July,  Aug., and  Sept. 
July  90  to  Oct. 


Aug.  and  first  half 
ox  Sept. 

July,  Ang.,and  Sept. 


Jnne,July,and  Aug. 
At  no  time  


Observed  no  unus- 
ual dryness. 


At  no  time. 


Quite  nniform,an  av. 
of  other  years. 

At  no  time 

July  and  Aug 


At  no  time. 
At  no  time. 


Aug.  and  Sept. 

Aug.  and  Oct 

Aug.,Sept.,  and  Oct. 
July 


June,    July,    Aug., 

and  Sept. 
The  Summer. 


About  an  average. 

Oct.,    Sept,    Aug., 
and  Jan. 


Aug.  and  Sept. 

Sept.  and  Oct 
In  no  month... 


Soil  Unusnally  Moist. 

Timl^— (Qui^UoQ  85, 

PNge  17i.) 


April. 

March,  April,  May, 

and   July   to  the 

SOth. 

Jan.,  Feb.,  and  Mar. 


Oct.  and  Nov. 

Jan.,  Feb.,  and  Mar. 
Jan.,  Feb.,  and  Mar. 

June  and  July. 

April. 


At  no  time. 


Quito  uniform,  an  av. 

of  other  years. 
Entire  season. 
March,    April     and 

May. 
At  no  time. 
Nearly  all  the  time, 

as  compared  with 

the  last  5or6y*rs. 
May  to  July. 
May  and  Nov. 
At  no  time. 
April. 


May  and  June. 


July,     April,     and 
Feb. 

July  and  April. 


April. 

In  Spring  and  Sum- 
mer months. 


*For  counties  in  each  division,  see  Exhibit  1,  page  15.1. 

fThese  statements  cannot  well  be  summarized.  Most  of  them  name  the  months  in  the  order  of 
drynessof  soil,  driest  first.    Eighteen  correspondents  made  statements  in  reply  to  the  question  (33.) 

fSoil  reported  onasaallydryat  some  time  of  the  year  1878  by  15  correspondents,  as  follows:— 
In  Jan..,  by  1;  in  June,  by  2;  in  July,  by  7;  in  Aug.,  by  12;  in  Sept.,  by  10;  in  Oct.,  by  5;  in  Summer 
by  1;  also  reported  unusually  dry  ai  no  lime,  bv  8;  one  reported  that  it  was  about  an  average. 

§8oil  reported  anasaallT  molat  at  some  time  of  the  year  1878  bv  19  correspondents,  as  follows: 
In  Jan.,  by  3;  in  Feb.,  by  4;  In  March,  by  5;  in  April,  by  8;  in  May,  by  5;  in  June,  by  8;  in  July,  by 
5;  In  Oct.,  by  1;  in  Nov.,  by  2;  In  Spring  and  Summer  months,  bv  1;  nearly  all  the  time,  by  1;  the 
entire  season,  by  1;  also  reported  unusually  moist  at  no  tinie,  by  4. 

>  Simeon  Belknap,  M.  D. 
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Of  the  40  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  circular,  21  did  not  reply  to 
oither  question  34  or  question  35. 

36.*  Please  state  the  average  depth  of  water  in  wells  in  your  locality,  in  eaeh  month 
of  the  year  1878. 

37.  In  your  locality,  what  is  the  usual  average  depth  of  earth  above  the 

ground  tvater^  as  indicated  by  distance  down  to  water  in  wells,  streams, 
etc.?  If  different  parts  of  your  locality  vary  greatly,  please  answer  for  such 
different  parts. 

38.  Without  reference  to  previous  years,  please  state  the  facts  concerning  the 

depth  of  earth  above  the  ground  water  nearest  the  surface,  in  your 
locality,  during  each  month  of  the  year  1878,  as  indicated  by  the  distance 
down  to  water  in  wells,  streams,  etc.,  or  by  other  facts.  How  many  feet  and 
inches  do  you  estimate  it, in  each  month? 

39.  Compared  with  previous  years,  in  what  months  of  the  year  1878  was  the 

ground  water  in  your  locality  unusually  high? 

40.  Compared  with  previous  years,  in  what  months  of  the  year  1878  was  the 

ground  water  in  your  locality  unusually  low  f 

From  34  correspondents  replies  were  received  to  one  or  more  of  these  5  ques- 
tions. An  abstract  from  the  replies  and  summaries  of  the  replies  are  given 
in  Exhibit  8,  pages  174-5. 

41.  Please  communicate  facts  bearing  upon,  or  cases  illustrating  the  causation  or 

communicability  of  diseases. 

42.  Any  suggestions  which  you  may  feel  inclined  to  make,  concerning  methods 

which  seem  practicable,  for  the  prevention  of  sickness  or  deaths,  in  your 
locality,  or  in  this  State,  need  not  be  withheld. 
As  stated  after  question  16,  in  the  absence  of  positive  knowledge,  opinions  are 
desired.    The  fact  that  it  will  be  difficult,  and  sometimes  impossible,  to  give  the 
information  asked  for  is  well  understood;  the  importance  of  the  subject,  however^ 
warrants  the  request  that  each  correspondent  will  take  the  care  necessary  to  give 
definite  replies  to  all  the  questions.    The  great  value  of  a  compilation  of  sndi 
replies  must  be  conceded.    It  is  believed  that  in  this  way  may  be  accumulated  data 
which  eventually  will  be  of  great  value  to  the  people. 
By  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Very  respectfully,' 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary, 

Of  the  46  correspondents  who  replied  to  the  circular,  18  made  no  statement 
in  answer  to  questions  41  and  42.  The  replies  by  the  other  19  correspondents 
may  be  briefly  mentioned  as  follows : — 

Dr.  H.  W.  Jones,  of  Houghton,  stated  that  much  disease  is  caused  by  con- 
tamination of  air  and  water  with  decomposing:  animal  and  vegetable  substances. 
He  mentioned  the  pollution  of  the  lake  with  garbage.     He  also  stated  that 

*The  flji^iircs  beginninfi:  pnragraphs  are  the  numbers  of  the  questions  in  Circular  29,  printed  in 
smaller  type  on  pages  150-176  of  this  Report.  The  replies,  from  which  the  summary  is  made,  are 
printed  on  pages  commencing  with  179. 
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dysentery,  diarrhea,  cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantnni  make  their  appear- 
ance as  soon  as  the  traders  come  vrith  their  boats  bringing  stale  and  rotten 
f rnits  and  vegetables ;  he  suggested  an  inspection  of  tiie  green  stuffs  sold  on 
the  boats.  Ho  also  referred  to  the  aggravation  of  disease,  and  the  communi- 
cation of  contagious  diseases  by  over-heated,  foul,  and  ill-ventilated  school- 
rooms, and  suggested  an  investigation  of  this  matter  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health. 

Dr.  D.  W.  C.  Burch,  of  Kockford,  mentioned  "general  malaria  in  the 
country,  occasionally  from  surface  water,''  and  suggested  the  cultivation  of 
shade  trees  and  flowers,  and  a  rigid  disinfection  of  privies. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Topping,  of  De  Witt,  referred  to  his  report  on  the  contagiousness 
of  diphtheria,  on  page  85  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  this 
Board,  and  suggested  a  circular  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  warning 
people  of  the  danger  of  communication  of  diphtheria  and.  scarlet  fever  by 
convalescents  from  these  diseases  going  about  too  soon,  in  order  to  create  a 
sentiment  that  would  enable  local  boards  of  health  to  enforce  a  more  pro- 
tracted isolation  of  the  mildly  sick  and  of  convalescents  from  these  and  other 
contagious  diseases.  The  State  Board  of  Health  has  already  published  and 
distributed  throughout  the  State  a  document  on  the  Restriction  and  Prevention 
of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  one  on  the  Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria,  in 
which  isolation  of  the  mildly  sick  from  both  diseases  and  the  danger  of  com- 
munication of  scarlet  fever  by  convalescents  are  urged,  though  perhaps  not  in 
language  strong  enough  to  make  all  understand  the  danger.  The  document 
on  Restriction  of  Scarlet  Fever  is  reprinted  on  pages  xxix.-xxxii.  of  the  Fifth 
Annual  Report,  that  on  Restriction  of  Diphtheria  is  reprinted  on  pages  86-89 
of  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  (for  1878). 

Dr.  I.  N.  Monfort,  of  Ithaca,  Gratiot  Co.,  reported  an  alarming  epidemic 
of  diphtheria,  among  the  rich  and  cleanly  as  well  as  among  the  opposite  class, 
but  most  among  the  filthy  and  those  living  on  low  land.  He  also  stated  that 
neuralgia  and  rheumatism  prevail  to  some  extent  during  the  wet  seasons  of  the 
year ;  and  that  typhoid  fever  occurs  principally  in  old  log  houses  with  no  ven- 
tilation underneath.  He  suggested  that  a  good  system  of  land  drainage  and  a 
more  thorough  ventilation  of  houses  would  remove  the  greatest  source  of  dis- 
ease in  his  vicinity. 

Dr.  0.  Marshall,  of  North  Lansing,  referred  to  his  special  reports  concern- 
ing diphtheria  and  puerperal  fever,  on  pages  125-7  and  133-4  of  this  volume. 
He  also  reported  one  fatal  case  of  diphtheria,  and  2  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  one 
of  which  was  fatal,  occurring  in  one  house.  The  drinking-water  used  was  care- 
fully examined  and  found  to  be  very  foul.  He  could  attribute  these  cases  to 
''no  other  discoverable  cause  "  than  the  use  of  this  foul  well-water. 

Dr.  G.  E.  Gorbin,  of  St.  Johns,  reported  a  condition  of  school-rooms  in  his 
village,  as  regards  ventilation  and  overcrowding,  that  would  seem  to  demand 
the  prompt  attention  of  the  local  board  of  health. 

Dr.  R.  B.  Smith,  of  Webberville,  stated  that  a  large  portion  of  the  sickness 
in  his  vicinity  is  caused  by  the  decay  of  vegetable  matter  in  low  swampy  lands, 
and  suggested  thorough  drainage,  proper  ventilation,  and  cleanliness  as  the 
best  means  of  preventing  sickness  there. 

Dr.  W.  R.  Marsh,  of  Bay  City,  reported  malarial  diseases  caused  by  the 
unsettled  condition  of  the  soil  on  account  of  grading  of  streets,  ditching,  etc. 
He  stated  that  within  33  years  there  had  been  an  increase  of  chronic  pulmon- 
ary consumption  and  of  cancerous  diseases. 

23 
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Dr.  N.  D.  Lee,  of  Saginaw  City,  referred  to  malarial  poison,  snrface  water, 
sewage,  barn  ]>oisons  and  privy  poisons  as  causes  of  diseases,  but  stated  that 
they  were  all  growing  less  every  year, — certainly  a  fortunate  coudition  for  a 
growing  city. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Caulkins,  of  Thornville,  reported  in  detail  cases  of  typhoid  fever 
which  in  his  opinion  indicated  that  the  air  may  sometimes  be  a  vehicle  for  the 
communication  of  the  poison  of  this  disease.  For  the  prevention  of  malarial 
diseases  he  suggested  that  a  belt  of  trees  be  either  planted  or  left  in  clearing 
on  the  west  side,  or  on  that  side  of  the  house  from  which  the  prevailing  winds 
blow. 

Dr.  W.A.  Neal,  of  Dayton,  suggested  drainage,  sewerage,  disinfection,  and 
cleanliness  of  cellars  as  a  protection  against  contagious  diseases.  As  illus* 
trating  the  ignorance  and  carelessness  of  people  in  regard  to  sanitary  matters, 
he  reported  3  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  one  of  which  was  fatal,  one  case  of 
malarial  fever  with  typhoid  symptoms,  and  one  fatal  case  of  diphtheria  occur- 
ring in  two  families  which  used  water  drawn  through  a  hole  in  the  ice  of  a 
small  lake  over  the  edge  of  which  and  near  the  hole  from  which  the  water  was 
drawn  are  several  barns  and  privies. 

Dr.  Thomas  H.  Briggs,  of  Mattawan,  reported  a  rapid  increase  of  cancerous 
diseases,  which  he  attributes  to  the  eating  of  potatoes  diseased  from  the  rav- 
ages of  the  Colorado  potato  bug  and  from  the  use  of  Paris  green  and  other 
poisons  for  the  destruction  of  the  bug. 

Dr.  Milton  Chase,  of  Otsego,  suggested  that  as  a  means  of  increasing  the 
power  of  the  health  officer  to  enforce  hygienic  laws,  the  health  officer  be 
appointed  by  the  Governor. 

Dr.  B.  F.  Stratton,  of  St.  Joseph,  wrote  of  the  improvement  in  sanitary 
conditions  made  and  to  be  made  by  drainage,  in  Berrien  county.  He  said  that 
there  are  in  the  county  many  unused  millponds  full  of  decaying  logs  and  saw- 
dust, and  which  keep  back  a  great  deal  of  water  from  the  streams  below,  in  the 
vicinity  of  which  occur,  during  the  warm  months,  intermittents,  remittents, 
and  bowel  complaints  among  children.  He  suggested  that  it  is  the  duty  of 
boards  of  health  to  treat  these  as  nuisances. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Falley,  of  Hillsdale,  reported  an  outbreak  of  about  30  cases  of 
scarlet  fever,  some  of  which  were  fatal,  derived  from  one  case  so  mild  that  the 
patient,  a  girl  15  years  old,  was  not  confined  to  her  bed.  In  the  younger 
children  of  the  family  where  this  first  case  occurred  were  three  very  malignant 
cases  (one  fatal) ;  and  in  the  older  children,  two  other  mild  cases.  One  of 
the  fatal  cases  was  a  woman  aged  SO  years. 

Dr.  C.  W.  Backus,  of  Three  Rivera,  stated  that  greater  care  should  be  used 
in  disinfecting  clothing  where  there  exists  any  contagious  disease.  He  stated 
that  the  first  cases  of  diphtheria  in  that  village  in  13  or  14  years  were  con- 
tracted from  clothing  which  a  lady  who  had  lost  a  child  from  diphtheria  two 
months  before,  took  from  a  trunk  to  air;  four  cases  occuiTed,  three  fatal. 

Dr.  S.  C.  Van  Antwerp,  of  Vicksburg,  Kalamazoo  county,  stated  that  their 
malarial  atmosphere  complicates  most  diseases ;  as  in  cases  of  headache,  pain 
often  taking  the  place  of  chill,  and  fever  following  every  other  day.  He  sug- 
gested the  planting  of  certain  kinds  of  trees  to  absorb  the  malarial  poison. 

Dr.  Edward  Batwell,  of  Ypsilanti,  questioned  the  propriety  of  quarantine  in 
cases  of  scarlet  fever.  He  is  the  only  correspondent  of  the  Board  who  expresses 
such  a  view. 

Dr.  W.  H.  Bouse,  of  Detroit,  stated  that  the  suppression  of  small-pox  in 
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Detroit  in  1877  sufi^gests  the  possibility  of  keeping  the  disease  entirely  in 
abeyance.  lie  also  stated  that  from  the  examination  of  a  great  number  of 
children  who  sought  admittance  to  the  public  schools  under  the  rule  excluding 
those  who  could  not  present  a  physician's  certificate  that  they  had  been  properly 
yaccinatedy  he  was  convinced  that  there  are  many  who  deem  themselves  duly 
protected  while  they  carry  nothing  more  than  the  scars  of  wounds  of  the 
instruments  used  by  the  vaccinators.  *  He  suggested  that  much  might  be  done 
toward  securing  a  universal  vaccination  by  the  recommendations  of  those  high 
in  authority,  to  induce  all  people  to  have  their  children  vaccinated  with  bovine 
virus.  As  ho  refers  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  in  this  connection,  it  may 
here  be  stated  that  the  Board  acted  on  this  subject  in  July,  1877,  by  the 
adoption  of  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  which  it  has  since  freely 
distributed  throughout  the  State : 

THE  FRBVBNTION  AND  RK8TBICTIOX  OF  SMALL-FOX. 

At  the  regnUr  meeting,  July  10, 1877,  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  adopted  the  following 
preamble  and  reaoJution:— 

Whebbab,  By  means  of  vaccination  and  revaccination  the  people  may  secure  complete  immu* 
nity  from  small-pox,— 

JUMolvtd,  That  all  local  boards  of  health  be  advised  and  requested  to  direct  their  health  physi- 
elans  to  offer,  every  year,  vaccination  with  bovine  vaccine  virus  to  every  child  not  previously 
Taccinated,  and  to  all  other  persons  not  vaccinated  within  five  years,  without  cost  to  the  vacci- 
nated, but  at  the  general  expense  of  the  locality,  as  provided  for  townships  in  section  1738^ 
oompUed  laws,  187L 

(Reliable  bovine  vaccine  virus  can  bo  obtained  of  Dr.  George  £.  Ranney,  Lansing,  Michigan.) 

HENRY  B.  BAKER,  aeeretary. 
Office  of  the 
Sbcsbtabt  op  the  Statb  Board  of  Health, 
LanHng,  MiehiQajt,  Auffust,  1877. 

The  Legislature  in  1879  passed  an  act  (No.  140) : — 

**Tliat  the  board  of  health  in  each  city,  village,  and  township  may,  at  any  time,  direct  its  health 
ottcer  or  health  physician  to  offer  vaccination  with  bovine  vaccine  virus  to  every  child  not  previ. 
ously  Taccinated,  and  to  all  other  persons  who  have  not  been  vaccinated  within  the  preceding  five 
years,  without  cost  to  the  persons  [person]  vaccinated,  but  at  the  expense  of  such  city,  village,  or 
township,  as  the  case  may  be.*' 

It  would  seem  that  nothing  is  now  lacking  to  secure  almost  complete  pro- 
tection from  this  disease,  except  prompt  and  proper  execution  of  the  law  by 
local  boards  of  health,  and  the  creation  of  an  enlightened  public  sentiment 
on  the  subject. 

For  convenience  of  study  and  reference,  the  replies  to  the  circular  have 
been  grouped  by  geographical  divisions  of  the  State,  which  divisions  are  shown 
in  Exhibit  1,  page  153.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  Board  assumes 
no  responsibility  for  opinions  or  theories  expressed  by  those  who  reply  to  its 
circulars,  but  its  correspondents  have  been  selected  with  great  care,  and 
include  many  of  the  leading  physicians  in  the  State. 

The  replies  to  Circular  29  are  as  follows: — 

UPPER-PENINSULAR  DIVISION  OP  THE  STATE.* 

REPLIES  BT  H.  W.  JONES,  M.  D.,  OF  HOUGHTON,  MICH. 

l.t  2,000. 
2.45. 

3.  Portage  township. 

4.  About  20  per  cent  less  than  during  1877. 
6.  Scarlatina  and  typhoid  fever. 

^  For  connties  includert  in  each  diTition,  see  Exhibit  1,  pajro  153. 

t  The  figures  beffinning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  SO  (printed  in  smaller  t7pe)i  on 
pages  ISO- 176  of  this  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  lSO-179. 
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7.  ^Typhoid  fever,  due  to  the  excessively  warm  and  open  Winter  and  the  hot 
Summer  favoring  decomposition. 

8.  Cholera  infantum. 

9.  I  can  give  no  reason. 

10.  Scarlatina  and  typhoid  fever. 

11.  From  typhoid  fever,  the  warm  and  open  Winter  and  the  hot  Summer  favoring 
decomposition. 

12.  Cholera  infantum. 

13.  I  cannot  say. 

14.  Typhoid   fever   in   September,  October,  and  November;  mortality  slightly 
increased.    Scarlatina  in  May  and  June,  very  prevalent;  mortality  usual. 

16.  Scarlatina,  whooping-cough,  and  typhoid  fever  were  very  prevalent.    I  cannot 
give  the  number  of  cases. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 

18.  January:  Influenza,  measles,  bronchitis,  whooping-cough,  consumption,  pneu- 

monia, and  rheumatism. 

February:  Influenza,  bronchitis,  whooping-cough,  tonsilitis.  neuralgia,  con- 
sumption, measles,  neuralgia,  pneumonia,  neuralgia,  meningitis,  diarrhea,  and 
rheumatism. 

March:  Influenza,  bronchitis, scarlatina,  tonsilitis, gastro-hepatic  catarrh,  con- 
sumption, pneumonia,  rheumatism,  diarrhea  (catarrhal),  neuralgia,  croup,  and 
meningitis. 

April:  Influenza,  scarlatina,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  catarrhal  diarrhea,  con- 
sumption, croup,  tonsilitis,  rheumatism,  and  erysipelas. 

May :  Scarlatina,  diphtheritic  sore-throat,  bronchitis,  typhoid  fever,  pneumonia, 
influenza,  consumption,  diarrhea, erysipelas,  and  dysentery. 

June:  Influenza,  bronchitis,  scarlatina,  diplitheritic  sore-throat,  diarrhea,  dys- 
entery, consumption,  cholera  infantum,  cholera  morbus,  pneumonia,  erysipe- 
las, and  rheumatism. 

July:  Scarlatina,  diarrhea,  cholera  morbus,  consumption,  influenza,  bronchitis, 
and  tonsilitis. 

Auffust:  Cholera  morbus,  cholera  infantum,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  scarlatina, 
consumption,  bronchitis,  tonsilitis,  typhoid  fever,  and  influenza. 

September  :  Influenza,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera  morbus,  cholera  infantum, 
bronchitis,  consumption,  scarlatina,  rheumatism,  and  erysipelas. 

October:  Influenza,  bronchitis,  tvphoid  fever,  diarrhea,  croup,  pneumonia,  con- 
sumption, sciirlatina,  rheumatism,  enteritis  (catarrhal),  neuralgia,  erysipelas, 
and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

November:  Influenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  scarlatina,  typhoid  fever,  remit- 
tent fever,  consumption,  neuralgia,  and  catarrhal  diarrhea. 

December:  Influenza,  bronchitis,  neuralgia,  chicken-pox,  typhoid  fever,  rheum- 
atism, scarlatina,  pneumonia,  and  consumption. 
19, 21,  and  22.  No. 

24.  No.    These  months  are  our  severest  during  the  winter. 

25.  During  July  and  August  hog  cholera  and  chiclcen  cholera. 

26.  Very  little  grain  is  raised  here,  none  was  afiected,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

27.  Good. 

28.  None  that  I  Icnow  of  or  can  ascertain. 
31.  Hay  very  good  in  every  respect. 

32,33.  No  regular  observations  are  taken  here;  the  whole  year  was  unusually  dry 
and  mild. 

36.  The  wells  here  are  nearly  all  surface  wells;  many  of  them  were  totally  dry 
jduring  the  whole  summer. 

37.  The  country  is  very  mountainous,  and  the  depth  of  earth  varies  to  the  greatest 
extent,  from  bare  rock  to  60  feet  and  over. 

41.  It  is  only  too  evident  in  this  district  that  much  disease  is  caused  by  decompos- 
ing animal  and  vegetable  substances  which  infect  both  our  air  and  water.  Our 
surface-soil  is  laden  with  decomposing  matter,  we  have  no  system  of  drainage,  and 
apparently  no  laws  to  enforce  cleanliness  around  premises,  as  the  board  of  health  is 
composed  of  men  who  do  not  understand  hygiene,  and  cannot  be  taught  the  necessity 
or  the  usefulness  of  it  to  the  public  health.  Our  wells  and  privy-houses  are  in  too 
close  proximity  to  avoid  contamination  of  our  drinking-water;  our  lake,  which  i» 
nearly  stagnant,  is  being  gradually  infected  by  having  tons  of  garbage  drawn  on  the 
ice  in  Winter  to  sink  in  the  Spring;  and  the  sawmills  run  their  sawdust  into  the  lake 

*The  ilfrnres  hAirlnniog  jmragraphs  refer  to  qnestionB  in  Circalar  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
jMVVJ  JAV>'^  fteport.     A  summary  of  ttie  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150-179l; 
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at  pleasure,— all  of  which  must  contribute  greatly  to  the  infection  of  both  air  and 
water.  Until  we  have  ciScicnt  health  officers,  who  are  not  afraid  to  do  their  duty, 
disease  in  our  hot  summer  months  must  be  expected  in  severe  forms.  The  steam- 
boats whicli  come  from  the  lower  lakes  sell  to  the  easier  vegetarians  in  this  district 
any  quantity  of  stale  and  rotten  fruits  and  vegetables,  ana  dysenteries,  diarrheas, 
cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantum  immediately  make  their  appearance  as  soon  as 
the  traders  appear  on  the  boats.    Much  good  might  be  done  by  inspecting  sudi 

Sreen  stuf&  as  are  sold  on  the  boats  coming  into  port,  and  destroying  such  as  is  not 
t  to  eat. 

One  point  of  great  interest  is  the  ventilation  of  school-rooms,  and  the  mode  of 
heating  them.  I  have  carefully  watched  the  outbreak  of  several  contagious  diseases, 
and  I  nnd  that  a  largo  majority  of  the  cases  can  be  clearlv  traced  to  a  super-heated, 
foul-smelling,  ill-ventilated  school-room.     It  is  astonishing  to  find  that  the  com- 

f>laints  which  come  forth  so  unanimously  from  teachers  scholars,  and  parents  touch- 
ng  these  all-important  facts,  are  so  universally  disregarded  by  the  school  boards. 
At  the  present  time  in  an  epidemic  of  mumps  now  prevailing  here,  nine-tenths  of 
the  cases  can  be  traced  to  its  contraction  in  school,  and  the  complaint  of  bad  air 
comes  forth  from  the  youngest  scholar.  I  think  that  a  thorough  investigation  of 
this  matter  by  the  State  Board  of  Health  would  save  innumerable  lives,  and  prevent 
many  disagreeable  sequels  to  those  who  escape  with  their  lives  from  the  many  dis- 
eases whi<£  children  are  heir  to,  and  which  they  so  often  communicate  to  one  another 
at  school.  It  would  mark  forever,  with  esteem,  the  partakers  in  so  humane  a  cause, 
as  giving  an  increased  chance  of  life  and  health  to  those  who  are  too  young  to  bo 
able  to  discriminate  good  from  bad,  and  trust  to  their  elders  and  superiors  for  the 
rights  and  benefits  they  may  enjoy,  and  may  be  able  to  transmit  in  turn  to  others. 
I  have  used  the  utmost  care  in  order  to  make  my  replies  as  accurate  as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

11.  W.  JONES,  M.  D. 
Houghton^  Jlouyhton  Co.,  Mich,^  June  25, 1879, 

WESTERN  DIVISION  OF  THE  STATE.* 

REPLIES  BT  HENRT  KREMERS,  M.  D.,  OF  DREKTIIE,  MICH. 

1.  I  live  in  an  unincorporated  village. 

2.  I  cannot  estimate  the  number  of  deaths,  but  they  were  less  than  previous  years. 
;{.  Townships  of  Zceland  and  Jamestown,  Ottawa  county,  and  contiguous  parts  of 

Overisel  and  Salem  townships,  Allegan  county. 

4.  Considerably  less  than  during  1877. 

5.  Less.    Deaths  probably  one-lourth  the  usual  ratio. 

6.  None. 

8.  Malarial  diseases. 

9.  Drainage. 

16.  There  were  reported  cases  of  scarlet  fever  of  a  very  mild  character.  None 
came  under  my  observation. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  cercbro-spinal 
meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 

19.  None. 
21.  I  did  not. 

24.  Not  more  than  usual. 

25.  Puerperal  fever  during  the  hot  summer  months;  none  during  cold  weather. 
2G.  None  occurred  in  this  locality.    The  grain  crop  was  a  good  one. 

27.  It  was  good. 

28.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

29.  It  was. 

30.  Very  little,  if  any. 

31.  Less. 

34.  July,  August,  and  September. 

35.  During  the  mild  months  of  January,  February,  and  March,  1878,  the  soil  was 
verv  wet ;  but  unustuiUy  wet  during  April. 

37.  From  10  to  100  ft. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Drenthe,  OUawa  Co.,  Mich.,  July  29, 1879.  HENRY  KREMERS. 

*  For  counties  included  in  each  diTision  see  Exliibit  1,  page  1A3L 
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REPLIES  BT  A.  VANDERVEEN,  M.  D.,  OF  GRAND  HAYEX,  MICH. 

!.♦  Population  of  this  city  estimated  at  5,000. 

2.  The  sexton  reported  63  deaths  to  the  city  recorder. 

3.  City  of  Grand  Haven  and  8  or  10  miles  country  surrounding^. 

4.  Much  less  in  Spring  and  Summer;  greater  than  usual  in  Fall;  on  the  whole, 
diminished. 

5.  Less, — diminished  by  about  one-third. 

6.  Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  consumption, — deaths  chiefly  among  the  old  resi- 
dents of  this  city. 

7.  I  cannot  assign  any  cause. 

8.  Typho-malarial  fever  and  cholera  infantum. 

9.  The  uniform  temperature  throughout  the  greater  part  of  the  year. 

10.  Bronchial  consumption  among  the  old  people. 

11.  I  cannot  do  so. 

12.  Pneumonia  and  whooping-cough. 

13.  The  mild  weather,  and  less  than  the  usual  malarial  complications. 

14.  None  to  report. 

15.  None  occurred. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever,  several;  of  typhoid  fever,  not  to  exceed  2;  of  whooping-cough, 
about  50. 

17.  Small-pox,  cliolera,  measles,  cercbro-spinal  meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 

18.  January:  Influenza,  pneumonia,  and  bronchitis. 
February:  Influenza,  remittent  fever,  and  bronchitis. 
March :  Influenza,  rheumatism,  and  remittent  fever. 
April:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  neuralgia. 
May:  Influenza,  Intermittent  fever,  and  remittent  fever. 
June:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  and  erysipelas. 
July:  Diarrhea,  remittent  fever,  and  intermittent  fever. 

August :  Diarrhea,  cholera  infantum,  intermittent  fever,  and  remittent  fever. 
September  :  Diarrhea,  cholera  infantum,  intermittent  fever^and  remittent  fever. 
October:  Remittent  fever,  influenza,  bronchitis,  and  dysentery. 
November:  Whooping-cough,  bronchitis,  and  consumption. 
December :  Whooping-cough,  bronchitis,  and  consumption. 

19.  None. 
21, 24.  No. 

25.  None. 

26.  I  do  not  think  any  existed. 

27.  I  don't  know. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  No. 

31.  Less. 

32.  I  am  unable  to  furnish  meteorological  conditions  for  1878. 

I  cannot  give  satisfactory  opinion  as  to  tlie  remaining  questions. 

Very  respectfully  yours. 
Grand  Haven,  Ottawa  Co.,  Mich.,  May,  1879.  A.  VANDERVEEN. 

REPLIES  BY  ARTHUR  IIAZLEWOOD,  M.  D.,  OF  GRAND  RAPIDS,  HIGH. 

1.*  About  30,000. 

2.  The  city  clerk's  record  of  burials  gives  310. 

3.  City  and  part  of  the  county  district  adjoining. 

4.  About  the  average. 

6.  About  one-tenth  below  the  average. 

6.  Diphtheria  and  whooping-cough. 

8.  Measles  and  scarlet  fever. 

10.  Diphtheria, — record  states  38  in  number. 

12.  Measles  and  scarlet  fever,— the  latter  4  in  number. 

16.  Impossible  to  state  or  approximate,  in  a  city  so  large  as  this. 

17.  Sra all-pox  and  cholera. 

18.  January:    Remittent    fever,  common  colds,  intermittent  fever,  rheumatism, 

dyspepsia,  scarlet  fever,  and  consumption. 

*  The  flgnrea  brginning  paragraphs  refer  to  qnestions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
gaffes  150-176  of  this  Report.    A  suiumary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  15<>-179. 
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t'ehraary;  Remittent  fevor,  common  colds,  [tjBpepsia,  bronchitis,  consumption, 
Bcarlct  fever,  rheumatism,  and  diphtheria. 

Slareh:  Common  colils,  remittent  fever,  djepepsia,  bronchitis,  consumptioD, 
Intermittent  fever,  rheiiinatlem,  and  dlphtherliL. 

April:  Remittent  fcrer,  common  cotds,  bronchitis,  dyspepsia,  intermittent 
fe^'er,  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  and  scarlet  fever. 

Mag:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,common  colds, bronchitis,  corisimip- 
tlon,  and  rheumatism. 

.fane:  Kemittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  common  cold!>,  consumiiiion,  rheu- 
matism, diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  and  dysentery. 

Ji^j:  Senilttent  fever,  Intermittent  fever,common  colds,  consumption,  bron- 
chitis, diarrhea,  pneumonin,  and  rhcumntlsm. 

Augiiit:  Remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  intermittent  fever,  common  colds, cholera 
infantum,  wbooplng-congh,  pneumonia,  and  typhoid  fever. 

September:    Remittent    fever,   intennltteat   fever,  whoopin);-couKh,  common 
colds,  diphtheria,  diarrhea,  consumption,  dysentery,  and  rheumatism. 

October:  Remittent  fever,  common  colds,  whooping-cough,  consumption,  neural- 
gia, diphtheria,  broncliitls,  diarrhea,  and  dysentery. 

Xoeembtr :  Common  colds,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  whooping-cough,  con- 
sumption,  nehralgla,  diarrhea,  diphtheria, and  scarlet  fever. 

Oeeemher :  Common  colds,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  whooping-cough,  con* 
sumption,  scarlet  fever,  rlicuniatUm,  and  pneumonia. 
1I>.  Sone. 
21.  No. 
24.  Yes. 

[  Grand  Baptdi, 
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REPLIES  BY  D.  W.  C.  BURCH,  M.  D.,  OP  ROCKFORD,  MICH. 

!.♦  Incorporated  Tillage  (Rockford),  1,200. 

2.  Six. 

3.  Village  of  Rockford  and  surrounding  country. 

4.  Less,— one-half  or  more. 

6.  Less, — one-lmlf  or  more. 
G.  Diphtheria. 

7.  Epidemic;  mainly. 

8.  Diphtheria. 

U.  Generally  healthy  season  with  little  or  no  epidemics. 
10.  Mortality  was  less. 
11. . 

12.  Scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 

13.  Sanitary  measures. 

14.  Diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  and  dysentery,  lower  the  entire  year. 

15.  None. 

16.  Of  diphtheria,  4;  of  typhoid  fever,  1. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  and  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis. 

18.  Diphtheria  in  September;  in  other  months  intermittents  were  the  prevailing 
diseases. 

19.  None. 

20.  Notliing  of  the  kind. 
21,22,  and  23.  None. 

24.  No. 

25.  Epizooty,  a  few  cases.  Spring  and  Fall. 
2G.  Cabbage  insect. 

27.  Good. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Average. 

31.  Less. 

32.  During  the  Spring  we  had  more  than  the  usual  rain-fall;  Summer  and  Autumn, 
average;  Winter  unusually  steady  and  mild,  with  good  snow-fall, — snow  fell  for  43 
consecutive  days. 

33.  January  and  February  rather  dry;  March,  medium;  April  and  May,  unusually 
wet;  June,  medium;  July  and  August,  unusually  wet;  September,  October,  and 
November,  medium ;  December,  unusually  wet. 

34.  July  20th  to  October. 

35.  March,  April,  May,  and  July  to  the  20th. 
3G.  Estimate,  3  feet. 

37.  In  our  village,  about  12  feet;  in  the  country  around,  25  feet;  village  In  the 
viiUey;  country  rolling. 

38.  12  feet.  In  our  locality  it  does  not  vary;  we  find  water  when  we  reach  gravel, 
at  the  depth  of  about  12  feet. 

39.  It  does  not  fluctuate. 

40.  It  does  not  fluctuate. 

41.  General  malaria  in  tlie  country,  occasionally  from  surface  water. 

42.  Cultivation  of  shade  trees  and  flowers,  and  rigidly  disinfecting  privies. 

Respectfullv  yours, 
Hockford,  Kent  Co,,  Mich,,  January,  2879.         '  D.  W.  C.  BURCH. 

REPLIES  BY  G.  W.  TOPPING,  M.  D.,  OP  DE  WITT,  HIGH. 

1.*  An  unincorporated  village,  population  estimated  at  300 ;  population  of  township 
and  village  estimated  at  about  1«550. 

2.  One  in  village;  10  in  township. 

3.  A  circuit  having  the  village  of  De  Witt  as  its  center  and  a  radius  of  about  6 
miles,  comprising  parts  of  the  following  named  townships:  De  Witt,  Olive,  Riley, 
Victor,  Watertown,  and  Bath. 

4.  Greater,  about  25  per  cent. 

5.  Greater,  about  15  per  cent. 

6.  Diphtheria. 

*  The  llgores  beirinnlng  parairnphs  refer  to  qnestlona  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  o 
IBO-m  of  thU  Keport.    On  pages  lBO-179  is  a  sammary  of  the  replies. 
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7.  Diphtheria  spread  by  contagion  and  non-isolation  of  patients. 

8.  Whooplnff-cough,  especially  if  compared  with  1877. 

9.  To  lack  of  contagion,  and  immunity  acquired  by  its  prevalence  in  1877. 

10.  Diphtheria. 

11.  Prevalence  of  contagion  of  diphtheria. 

12.  Whooping-cough. 

13.  Its  lessened  prevalence. 

14.  There  have  been  many  more  deaths  from  diphtlieria  than  is  usual,  owing  to  its 
prevalence,  but  only  a  small  proportion  of  deaths  for  the  number  of  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease. It  commenced  in  July  and  continued  through  the  year;  was  most  prevalent  in 
October  and  November. 

16.  Diphtheria,  as  stated  above. 

16.  Estimated  as  follows:  Of  diphtheria,  130;  of  scarlet  fever,  6;  of  typhoid  fever, 
5;  of  measles,  2; of  cholera,  none;  of  small-pox, none ;  of  whooping-cough,  none;  of 
cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  and  whooping-cough. 

18.  January:  Bronchitis,  pharyngitis,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  consumption,  diar- 

rliea,  anemia,  etc. 

February:  Bronchitis, pharyngitis,  rheumatism, diarrhea,  consumption, mumps, 
trachoma,  dropsy,  etc. 

March:  Bronchitis,  pharyngitis,  rheumatism,  trachoma,  pneumonia,  remittent 
fever,  intermittent  fever,  jaundice,  ovaritis,  consumption,  etc. 

April:  Bronchitis,  rheumatism,  intermittent  fever,  pharyngitis,  remittent 
fever,  mumps,  pneumonia,  asthma,  chicken-pox,  puerperal  fever,  ascites, 
lithiasis,  catarrhus  uteri,  dysmenorrhoea,  metrorrhagia,  indolent  ulcers, 
hystcralgia,  consumption  (pulmonary),  keratitis,  strangury,  anemia,  etc. 

Jlilay:  Bronchitis,  trachoma,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  rheumatism, 
pneumonia,  asthma,  catarrhus  uteri,  consumption  (pulmonary),  indolent 
ulcers,  scrofula,  anemia,  goitre,  abortion,  necrosis,  hysteria,  pleurodynia, 
concussion  of  brain,  typhoid  fever,  eczema,  keratitis,  etc. 

June:  Anemia,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  leucorrhoea,  trachoma, 
typhoid  fever,  metrorrhagia,  eczema,  hysteria,  consumption  (pulmonary), 
pneumonia,  neuralgia,  gonorrhoea,  fracture  of  arm,  etc. 

July:  Diphtheria,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  anemia,  rheumatism, 
consumption  (pulmonary),  trachoma,  endo-metritis,  thrush,  colic,  scrofula, 
synovitis,  fracture  of  arm,  hysteria,  hysteralgia,  sun-stroke,  dysmenorrhoea, 
abortion,  asthma,  erysipelas,  puerperal  fever,  and  eczema. 

August:  Diphtheria,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  endo-me- 
tritis,  dysentery,  consumption  (pulmonary),  trachoma,  lithiasis,  synovitis, 
metrorrhagia,  cerebral  hyperemia,  fracture  of  arm,  puerperal  fever,  erysipe- 
las, rheumatism,  wounds,  anemia,  paralysis,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  scrofula, 
hysteria,  etc. 

JSeptember:  Diphtheria,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  bron- 
chitis, rheumatism,  dysentery,  lithiasis,  consumption  (pulmonary),  fracture 
of  arm,  synovitis,  anemia,  erysipelas,  haematuria. 

October:  Diarrhea,  diphtheria,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis, 
tonsilitis,  dysentery,  typhoid  fever,  anemia,  hsematuria,  fracture  of  arm,  con- 
sumption (pulmonary),  puerperal  fever,  erysipelas,  lithiasis,  rheumatism, 
periostitis,  endo-metritis. 

November:  Diphtheria,  diarrhea,  bronchitis,  tonsilitis,  neuralgia,  intermittent 
fever,  remittent  fever,  rheumatism,  typhoid  fever,  consumption  (pulmonary^, 
hepatitis,  haematuria,  asthma,  hysteralgia,  periostitis,  pneumonia. 

December:  Diphtheria,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  tonsilitis,  neuralgia,  pneumo- 
nia, consumption  (pulmonary),  whitlow,  abscess,  haemoptysis,  periostitis, 
dropsy,  insanity,  hysteralgia,  erysipelas,  scarlatina. 
19  and  20,  No  yellow  fever. 

21.  Nothing  unusual  or  remarkable  in  the  fevers. 

22.  No  black  or  bloody  vomit. 
23  and  24.  No. 

25.  Many  horses  had  distemper  and  cplzooty  in  November  and  December. 

26.  None. 

27.  Grains  in  unusually  good  condition  for  market. 

28.  No  fungus  on  grains. 

29.  Yes,  wheat  was  dr^'. 

30.  Less  ** banking'^  In  bin  than  usual. 

31.  Hay  was  secured  in  fine  condition. 

32.  I  made  no  meteorological  observations. 
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33.  Very  wet  and  muddy  until  about  April  15,  1878.  The  driest  months  were 
August,  September,  July,  and  June, — in  the  order  named. 

34.  August  and  first  half  of  September. 

35.  January,  February,  and  March. 

36.  Water  in  most  wells  but  little  affected  by  wet  or  dry  weather.  A  few  leach  the 
surface  water  into  them,  when  very  wet;  and  a  few  do  not  afford  sufOcient  water  in  a 
very  dry  time.    The  average  depth  of  water  in  them  is  2  or  3  feet. 

37.  Wells  in  village  of  De  Witt  vary  from  surface  to  water  from  13  feet  to  45  feet, 
and  in  township  of  De  Witt  from  8  feet  to  60  feet,  according  to  elevation  of  position. 
The  surrounding  townships  vary  full  as  much  from  surface  to  permanent  water, 
which  is  usually  found  in  quicksand. 

38.  Cannot  with  precision.  In  wet  months  and  seasons  the  surface  is  saturated, 
and  a  shallow  excavation  in  most  places,  say  4  or  5  feet,  will  partly  fill  with  water; 
in  dry  seasons  and  months  it  varies  from  8  feet  to  60  feet  to  water,  according  to 
elevation. 

39.  January,  February,  and  March. 

40.  Auztist  and  September. 

41.  Refer  to  my  report  on  contagiousness  of  diphtheria,  page  85  of  the  Sixth 
Annual  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  for  1878. 

42.  I  think  diphtheria  and  scarlatina  are  often  spread  by  convalescents  from  these 
diseases  going  about  too  soon.  A  circular  from  the  State  Board  of  Health  warning 
people  of  this  danger  might  do  much  to  create  a  sentiment  that  would  enable  local 
boards  to  enforce  a  more  protracted  and  careful  isolation  of  the  mildly  sick  and 
convalescent  persons  from  these  and  other  contagious  diseases. 

De  Witt,  Clinton  Co.,  Mich,,  March  8, 1878.  G.  W.  TOPPING,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BY  E.  V.  CHASE,  M.  D.,  OF  ELSIE,  UICU. 

1.*  I  live  in  a  village,  not  incorporated,  with  an  estimated  population  of  three 
hundred. 

2.  One  in  seventy-five. 

3.  A  circuit  of  about  l^ve  miles. 

4.  The  average  daring  the  previous  years. 

5.  Less. 

6.  Scarlatina. 

7.  I  cannot. 

8.  Typho-malarial  fever.    . 

9.  To  strict  sanitary  measures. 

10.  Scarlatina. 

11.  I  cannot. 

12.  Typho-malarial  fever. 

13.  Enforcing  sanitary  measures. 

14.  During  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  scarlatina,— -rate  of  mortality, 
low;  also  typho-malarial  fever  during  the  months  of  October,  November,  and 
December. 

15.  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  in  February, 

16.  Of  small-pox,  none;  of  cholera,  none;  of  scarlet  fever,  150  cases;  of  typhoid 
fever.  20;  of  measles,  none;  of  whooping-cough,  10;  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1 ; 
of  diphtheria,  60. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  and  measles. 

18.  January:  Tonsilitis,  typho-malarial  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  diphtheria. 
February:  Scarlatina,  typho-malarial  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis. 

March:  Scarlatina,  pneumonia,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  remittent  fever. 

April:  Typho-malarial  fever,  scarlatina^  and  intermittent  fever. 

May:  Scarlatina,  intermittent  fever,  and  remittent  fever. 

June  :  Scarlatina,  intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  and  tonsilitis. 

July  :  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  diarrhea. 

Auffust:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  and  diphtheria. 

September:  Diphtheria,  remittent  fever,  and  intermittent  fever. 

October :  Typho-malarial  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  cholera  infantum. 

November:  Remittent  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  intermittent  fever. 

December:  Typho-malarial  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  pneumonia. 

19.  No  yellow  fever. 


*  The  fignrea  beginninar  parafcraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
iges  190-176  of  this  Report.   On  pages  150>lf9  is  printed  a  summary  of  the  replies. 
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20.  It  was  noticed  in  about  two-thirds  of  the  cases  of  typho-malarial  fever  and 
remittent  fever  that  they  commenced  usually  with  foetid  diarrhea,  occasionally 
verv  dark  and  inky  vomit. 

21.  I  have. 

22.  There  was  a  very  dark  vomit,  and  sometimes  blood. 

23.  No  evidence  of  contagion  or  infection. 

24.  No  more  than  common. 

25.  None  tliat  I  know  of. 

26.  Smut  in  wheat  and  corn,  to  a  limited  extent. 

27.  In  excellent  condition. 

28.  No. 
20.  Yes. 

30.  No. 

31.  It  was  not. 

32.  There  were  no  peculiar  or  unusual  conditions. 

33.  (1.)  July,  August,  September;  (2.)  May,  June;  (3.)  January,  February,  March ; 
(4.)  April,  October,  November,  December. 

34.  July,  Auj^ust,  and  September. 

35.  October  and  November. 

36.  About  3  feet. 

37.  From  10  feet  to  20  feet. 

38.  In  January,  8  feet ;  in  February,  8  feet;  in  March,  7  feet;  in  April,  7}^  feet;  in 
May,  7J^  feet;  in  June,  8  feet;  in  July.  ^H  feet;  in  Aus^ust,  10  feet;  in  September,  11 
feet;  in  October,  11^  feet ;  in  November,  10  feet;  in  December,  9  feet. 

39  and  40.  It  seemed  to  compare  favorably  with  previous  years, — especially  daring 
the  winter  months,  high ;  and  during  the  summer  and  fall,  low. 

Yours  very  truly, 
Elsie,  Clinton  Co.,  Mich,,  Feb.  3, 1870.  E.  V.  CHASE. 

KEPUES  BY  C.  v.  BEEUE,  M.  D.,  OF  HOWELL,  MICH. 

1.*  Village;  3,000  inhabitants. 

2.  Fifteen. 

3.  Towns  of  Howell,  Marion,  Genoa,  Oceola,  Cohoctah.  and  Iosco. 

4.  About  the  same. 

5.  About  the  same  as  the  average. 

6.  Intermittent  fever  and  remittent  fever. 

7.  I  cannot. 

8.  Scarlatina  and  dipiitherla. 

9.  I  cannot  say,  farther  than  that  they  did  not  come  in  epidemic  form. 

10.  Typhoid  fever  and  pulmonary  consumption. 

11.  I  cannot. 

12.  Scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria. 

13.  Not  coming  in  epidemic  form. 

14.  Typhoid  fever,  high  rate  of  mortality  from  September  1  to  December  1. 

15.  Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  In  November. 

16.  Of  small-pox,  none;  of  cholera,  none;  of  scarlet  fever,  20;  of  typhoid  fever. 50; 
of  measles,  none;  of  whooping-cough, 300  (estimate);  of  cerebro-spiual  meningitis, 
6  cases;  of  diphtheria,  none. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  measles,  and  diphtheria. 

18.  January:  (1.)  Influenza,  (2.)  rheumatism,  (3.)  pneumonia,  (4.)  typho-malarial 

fever,  (6.)  bronchitis,  (6.)  consumption,  (7.)  diphtheria,  puerperal  fever. 

February:  (1.)  Bronchitis,  (2.)  influenza,  (3.)  pneumonia,  (4.)  consumption,  (5.) 
rheumatism,  (6.)  intermittent  fever,  (7.)  scarlatina. 

March:  (1.)  bronchitis,  (2.)  intermittent  fever,  (3.)  consumption,  (4.)  pneu- 
monia, (5.)  influenza,  (6.)  remittent  fever,  (7.)  rheumatism,  (8.)  scarlatina,  (9.) 
diarrhea,  (10.)  diphtheria. 

April:  (1.)  Bronchitis,  (2.)  consumption,  (3.)  intermittent  fever,  (4.)  rheuma- 
tism. 

May:  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  bronchitis,  (3.)  consumption,  (4.)  rheumatism, 
(5.)  cerebro-spinal  meningitis^ 

June:  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  bronchitis, (3.)  consumption, (4.)  rheumatism. 

July:  (1.)  intermittent  fever,  (2.)  bronchitis,  (3.)  consumption,  (4.)  rheumatism, 
(5.)  t3'piio-malarial  fever. 

August:  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  remittent  fever,  (3.)  typho-malarial  fever 
(4.)  consumption,  (5.)  rheumatism,  (6.)  diarrhea,  (7.)  bronchitis,  (8.)  typhoid, 
fever. 
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September:  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  remittent  fever,  (3.)  typho-malarial 

fever,  (4.)  diarrhea,  (5.)  consumption,  (5.)  bronchitis,  (8.)  puerperal  fever. 
October :  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  remittent  fever,  (3.)  typho-malarial  fever, 
(4.)  rheumatism,  (5.)  whooping-cough,  (6.)  bronchitis,  (f.)  consumption,  (8.) 
scarlatina. 
November:  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  remittent  fever,  (3.)  bronchitis,  (4.) 
whooping-couji^h,  (5.)  pneumonia,  (6.)  scarlet  fever,  (6.)  oerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, (7.)  erysipelas,  (8.)  consumption. 
December:  (1.)  Intermittent  fever,  (2.)  pneumonia,  (3.)  consumption,  (4.)  bron- 
chitis, (5.)  influenza,  CC.)  whooping-cough.    I  must  have  been  negligent  in 
my  reports  in  regard  to  whooping-cough,  as  there  has  been  a  large  number  of 
cases  in  this  vicinity.    I  thinlc  physicians  were  called  to  but  few  of  them,  and 
tliose  were  complicated  with  pneumonia.    I  would,  upon  mature  deliberation, 
estimate  the  number  of  cases  at  300. 
19.  No. 

20. . 

21.  No. 

22  and  23.  . 

24.  I  think  not. 

25.  Nothing  epidemic. 

26.  Not  any. 

27.  Fair. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Not  known. 

31.  Should  think  leas. 

32.  Did  keep  memoranda. 

33.  Did  keep  memoranda. 

34.  June,  July,  and  August. 

35.  January,  February,  and  March. 

36.  Not  known. 

37.  15  to  40  feet.  I  think  the  wells  15  feet  deep  are  largely  supplied  by  surface- 
water,  as  there  is  not  that  diflerence  in  the  lay  of  the  land. 

38.  Not  known. 

39.  January,  February,  and  March. 

40.  June,  July,  and  August. 

41.  42. . 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  V.  BEEBE,  M.  D. 
Howell,  Livingston  Co,,  Mich.,  Jan,  28, 1879. 

REPLIES  BY  I.  N.  MONPORT,  M.  D.,  OP  ITHACA,  MICH. 

1.*  One  thousand. 

2.  Eight. 

3.  Ithaca  and  vicinity. 

4.  Greater;  probably  increased  25  per  cent. 

6.  Probably  40  per  cent  greater. 
C.  Diphtheria. 

7.  I  cannot, — excepting  the  damp,  open  winter  of  1877-8. 

8.  None,  I  believe. 
9. . 

10.  Diphtheria. 

11.  I  cannot. 

12.  None,  that  I  am  aware  of. 
13. . 

14.  Diphtheria  prevailed  during  the  whole  year.  The  mortality  for  that  disease 
was  about  the  usual  rate. 

15.  Diphtheria  during  the  year.  An  influenza  prevailed  extensively  in  November 
and  December. 

16.  Of  typhoid  fever,  12;  of  whooping-cough,  I  cannot  state  how  many;  of  diph- 
theria, 200  or  more.  I  had  seventy  cases  of  diphtheria  in  my  own  practice  in  1878, 
and  I  presume  my  estimate  of  cases  treated  by  other  physicians  and  those  which  had 
no  physician  is  small  enough. 


*The  flgores  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  qnestions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
pages  150-176  of  thid  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  190-179. 
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17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  I  have  no  data. 

19.  No  cases  occurred. 
20. . 

21.  No. 

22  and  23. . 


24.  I  noticed  nothing  unusual  in  that  respect. 

25.  A  distemper  prevailed  among  horses  in  December. 

26.  I  heard  of  no  special  complaint. 

27.  Good. 

28.  Not  unusually  so. 

29.  It  was. 

30.  It  did  not  "bank." 

31.  Generally  well  secured. 

32.  I  cannot. 

33.  August,  September,  October,  July,  November,  December,  May,  June,  April, 
January,  February,  and  March. 

34.  It  was  not  unusually  dry  any  time  last  year. 
36.  January,  February,  and  March. 

36.  It  depends  upon  the  soil-moisture.  The  wells  are  from  10  feet  to  40  feet  deep. 
When  very  wet  they  are  full,  and  when  dry  they  are  very  low. 

37.  About  12  feet,  I  think.  South  and  west  of  the  village  of  Ithaca  it  would  be 
greater. 

38.  I  cannot  answer  definitely.  I  may  state  that  in  very  dry  seasons  many  wells 
go  entirely  dry,  and  water  becomes  very  scarce.  An  artesian  well  has  been  sunk  to 
supply  the  village  at  such  times,  and  It  affords  a  supply  of  water  at  700  feet. 

39.  January,  February,  and  March. 

40.  At  no  time,  I  think. 

41.  Diphtheria  has  prevailed  quite  alarmingly,  and  the  rich  and  cleanly  have  suf- 
fered with  the  opposite  class;  yet  the  filthy,  and  those  living  upon  low,  fiat  land 
have  sufiered  most  in  this  vicinity.  In  fact,  drawing  a  line  from  north  to  south 
through  the  village  of  Ithaca  throws  nearly  all  cases  of  diphtheria  to  the  oast  on  the 
low  lands.*  Neuralgia  and  rheumatism  prevail  to  some  extent  during  the  wet  seas- 
ons of  the  year.  Typhoid  fever  occurs  principally  in  old  log  houses  with  no  ventila- 
tion underneath.  Probably  a  good  system  of  land  drainage  and  a  more  tliorough 
ventilation  of  dwelling-houses  would  remove  the  greatest  source  of  disease  in  this 
vicinity.  Very  respectfully, 

Jthaca,  Gratiot  Co,,  Mich.,  April  28, 1879.  I.  N.  MONFORT. 

RKPLIES  BY  O.  MARSHALL,  H.  D.,  OF  NORTH  LAKSING,  HIGH. 

1.  That  part  of  the  city  of  Lansing  called  North  Lansing  contains  about  2,500 
inhabitants. 

2.  About  30. 

3.  The  first  ward  and  part  of  the  fourth  and  the  fifth  wards  in  the  city  of  Lansing, 
and  from  four  to  six  miles  into  the  adjoining  townships  of  Lansing,  Delta,  Water- 
town,  and  De  Witt. 

4.  About  the  samo  as  for  the  last  three  years. 

6.  About  an  average  with  the  amount  of  sickness. 

6.  Diphtheria,  puerperal  fever,  influenza,  and  pneumonia. 

8.  Typhoid  fever. 

9.  I  can  give  no  reason. 

10.  There  were  more  deaths  from  diphtheria  than  in  other  years,  but  not  in  pro- 
portion to  the  number  of  cases. 

16.  Diphtheria  and  epidemic  influenza. 

16.  Of  small-pox,  1;  of  scarlet  fever,  8;  of  typhoid  fever,  4:  of  diphtlieria,58;  of 
whooping-cough,  2. 

17.  Cholera,  measles,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  Those  most  prevalent  were  :— 

January:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rheumatism, consumption,  pneumonia. 
February:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis, pneumonia,  rheumatism, consumption. 
March:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  diphtheria, consumption. 
April:  Intermittent  fever,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  consumption. 

*[This  statement  should  bo  considered  in  connection  with  Dr.  Marvin's  reports  of  diphtheria  in 
Gratiot  county,  on  payees  111-115  of  this  Report— IL  B.  B.,  Sec.  S.  B.  of  II.] 
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May :  Intermittent  fever,  mumps,  consumption. 
June  :  Intermittent  fever,  mumps,  pneumonia,  rheumatism. 
JuUf:  Intermittent  fever,  consumption. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  diphtheria,  remittent  fever. 
September :  Intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  diarrhea,  remittent  fever,  dysentery. 
October:  Diphtheria,  intermittent  fever, consumption. 
November:  Intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  bronchitis,  consumption. 
December  :  Influenza,  diphtheria,  bronchitis,  pneumonia. 
19.*  No. 

20.  Did  not  observe  any  case  of  disease  which  caused  me  to  think  that  I  had  any- 
thing lilvc  a  case  of  yellow  fever  to  treat. 

21.  No. 

24.  I  did  not  notice  that  it  was. 

25.  Poultry  men  informed  me  that  roup  (a  disease  of  the  throat  in  fowls)  was 
common  among  their  poultry  last  fall. 

26.  None  that  I  am  aware  of. 

27.  As  usual  in  most  years. 

28.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

29.  About  the  same  as  reported  In  former  years. 

30.  About  as  usual. 

31.  No. 

32-40.  I  did  not  observe. 

41.  See  special  reports  on  diphtheria  and  puerperal  fever.f 

42.  Two  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  one  of  diphtheria,  with  one  death  from  typhoid 
fever  and  one  death  from  diphtheria,  occurred  in  the  brick  house  on  the  sooth-west 
corner  of  block  —  in  this  city  last  fall.  On  examination  of  the  well  from  which  the 
family  in  this  house  obtained  their  drinking-water,  I  found  it  filled  with  decayed 
wood  and  other  filth,  with  the  remains  of  three  dead  frogs.  The  water  in  this  well 
was  dear  when  first  drawn.  A  microscopic  examination  showed  it  to  be  filled  with 
infiisoria  and  organic  matter.  A  pint  bottle  filled  with  the  water  became  covered 
with  a  thick  mould  after  standing  three  days,  and  had  the  odor  of  decomposing 
animal  matter.  To  no  other  discoverable  cause  could  these  cases  of  disease  be 
attributed. 

North  Lansing,  Ingham  Co^  MicK,  May  28, 1879.  O.  MARSHALL. 

REPLIES  BY  A.  W.  NICHOLSON,  U.  D.,  OF  OUSVILLB,  UICH. 

1.  Five  hundred. 

2.  Five. 

3.  Township  of  Forest. 

4.  25  per  cent  less. 

6.  About  the  same  as  the  average. 

6.  Diphtheria  and  diarrhea. 

7.  The  unusual  prevalence  of  diphtheria  was  due,  I  think,  both  to  the  slight  regard 
among  the  people  for  the  contagious  influence  of  the  disease,  and  to  undefined  atmos- 
pheric conditions.  A  mitigation  of  the  disease  was  observed  during  a  prevalence  of 
a  north  wind.  The  extreme  heat  of  the  summer  term  seemed  to  have  a  marked 
influence  upon  the  severity  and  prevalence  of  diarrhea  among  children. 

8.  Intermittent  fever,  typhoid  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  pneumonia. 

9.  I  should  consider  the  causes  of  the  lessened  prevalence  of  intermittent  fever, 
typhoid  fever,  and  typho-malarial  fever  as  having  their  principal  origin  in  certain 
atmospheric  conditions,  as  apparently  the  same  sanitary  surroundings  existed  as 
during  years  previous  when  there  was  a  greater  prevalence.  The  extreme  mildness 
of  the  early  months  seemingly  accounts  for  the  less  frequent  ooctirrence  of  pneumonia. 

10.  Diphtheria  and  diarrhea. 

11.  Facts  coming  under  my  observation  justify  me  in  afllrming  that  the  unosual 
mortality  from  diphtheria  was  owing  to  a  general  neglect  to  procure  medical  aid  at 
or  near  the  time  of  attack,  and  to  remission  of  attention  at  time  of  cooTalescence. 
Deaths  from  diarrhea  principally  occurred  among  infants  under  7  months  of  age, 
and  during  the  montlis  of  August  and  September.  The  high  temperature  of  those 
months  coupled  with  the  molimen  of  teething  was  likely  the  cause  of  the  increased 
mortality  in  this  disease. 

*Th6  flgnres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  t7pe\  on 
pages  UO-lTB  of  tins  Bepork    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150-179. 
fragea  MM  and  lSS-4  of  this  volume. 
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12.  There  was  less  than  the  usual  mortality  from  fevers  in  general,  and  from  pul- 
monary diseases. 

13.  Perhaps  to  a  lessened  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  at  the  time  when  these 
diseases  were  most  prevalent. 

14.  A  less  than  usual  mortality  from  pulmonary  difficulties  in  Februar}',  March, 
and  April,  the  rate  beins;  low.  An  unusual  mortality  among  cases  of  diarrlica  in 
August  and  September,  although  the  rate  was  not  unusually  high. 

16.  No  appearance  of  disease  not  usually  occurring  in  this  locality,  unless  mention 
may  be  made  of  diphtheria,  which  has  been  prevalent  for  many  months  in  this 
locality. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever,  one  case;  of  whooping-cough,  Ave  cases;  of  diphtheria,  prob- 
ably forty  cases. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  January:  Bronchitis,  diphtheria,  intermittent  fever,  pulmonary  consumption. 
February  :  Diphtheria,  bronchitis,  pulmonary  consumption. 

March:  Bronchitis,  pulmonary  consumption. 

April:  Pulmonary  consumption,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  diph- 
theria, erysipelas. 

May:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  pulmonary  consumption,  diarrhea,  diph- 
theria. 

June:  Whooping-cough,  intermittent  fever,  pulmonary  consumption,  diarrhea, 
rheumatism. 

July:  Whooping-cough,  intermittent  fever,  pulmonary  consumption,  diarrhea, 
diphtheria,  bronchitis. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  whooping-cough,  diarrhea,  pulmonary  consump- 
tion, bronchitis,  pneumonia. 

September:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  bronchitis,  pulmonary  consumption, 
whooping-cough,  rheumatism,  remittent  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  dysen- 
tery, erysipelas,  pneumonia. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  pulmonary  consumption,  remittent 
fever,  rheumatism,  diphtheria,  diarrhea,  typho-malarial  fever. 

November:  Bronchitis,  influenza,  pulmonary  consumption,  diphtheria,  inter- 
mittent fever,  diarrhea,  rheumatism,  whooping-cough. 

December:  Bronchitis,  diphtheria,  consumption, influenza, neuralgia,  whooping- 
cough,  rheumatism,  erysipelas. 
19, 20, 21,  22,  and  23.  . 

24.  It  was  not. 

25.  I  cannot  ascertain  that  disease  among  animals  prevailed  to  any  noticeable 
extent. 

20.  None  of  any  account. 

27.  Fair. 

28.  They  were  not. 

20.  Much  of  the  wheat  was  some  damp  when  threshed. 

80.  I  have  heard  no  complaint  about  wheat  banking  in  the  bin. 

31.  Kather  more  than  usual. 

32.  See  ray  meteorological  reports  for  this  station.  [From  these  reports  the  fol- 
lowins^  summary,  on  page  192,  has  been  made  in  this  office. — II.  B.  B.,  Sec.] 

33.  1  have  kept  no  record  for  1878. 

34.  I  did  not  observe  any  unusual  dryness. 

35.  In  the  months  of  June  and  July. 

Otisville,  Genesee  Co.,  Mich.,  July  1879.  A.  W.  NICHOLSON. 
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SUMMARY  for  the  Year  1878  of  Certain  Meteorological  CondUions  at  OtisvUle,  Gcneiee 

Co,,  Michigan, 
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•  Average  of  3  observations,  at  7  A  M.,  2  P.  M.,  and  9.  P.  M.,  daily. 

b  By  registering  thermometers.  The  small  figures  above  and  at  the  right  of  the  numbers  stating 
the  highest  or  the  lowest  temperature  denote  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  the  highest  or  the 
lowest  temperature  occurred. 

c  Per  cent  of  saturation. 

d  Grains  of  vapor  in  a  cubic  foot  of  air. 

•  The  figures  following  letters  stating  the  prevailing  direction  of  the  wind  denote  the  number  of 
observations  the  wind  was  observed  to  be  in  the  direction  stated.  Throe  observations  were  made 
daily. 

f  By  exposure  of  test-paper  made  according  to  Schonbein*s  formula,  from  7  A  M.  to  2  P.M.  for  the 
day  observation,  and  from  9  P.  M.  to  7  A  M.  for  the  night  observation. 


REPLIES  BT  G.  E.  CORBIN,  M.  !>..  OP  ST.  JOHNS,  MICH. 

1.*  Tbe  population  of  the  village  of  St.  Johns  is  about  3,000.  The  population  of 
the  township  of  Bin^^ham,  in  which  St.  Johns  is  situated.  I  estimate  (including  3,000 
inhabitauts  located  in  the  village)  at  5,390,  as  said  township  contains  1,078  registered 
voters. 

2.  The  number  of  deaths  in  the  township  of  Bingham,  Including  the  village  of  St. 
Johns,  during  the  year  1878  has  recently  been  returned  by  Supervisor  Upton  at 


*Th6  figures  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
lBO-178  of  thia  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150-179. 
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seventeen  (17).  As  the  names,  a^es,  and  causes  of  deaths  are  now  on  record,  I  have 
been  able  to  correct  Mr.  Upton^s  list  by  the  addition  of  four  names,  which  he  should 
not  have  omitted.  Of  these  21  persons,  two  were  still-born  infants.  Deducting 
these,  it  appears  that  the  ratio  of  mortality  to  the  population  in  this  township  was 
only  about  three  and  one-half  to  the  thoxuiand.  The  above  figures  have  been  collected 
with  much  care,  and  may  be  relied  upon  as  very  nearly  accurate.  Ten  of  these  19 
persons  were  upwards  of  60  vears  of  age,  and  died  of  dropsy,  paralysis,  and  other 
diseases  incident  to  the  breaking  down  of  the  system  from  old  age.  Of  the  younger 
persons,  two  died  of  typhoid  fever;  two,  of  scarlet  fever;  two,  of  consumption;  and 
two  infants  died,  one  of  "  bowel  complaint,^'  and  the  other  of  congestion  of  the  lungs. 

3.  For  the  township  of  Bingham. 

4  and  6.  About  the  same  as  the  average. 

6.  None. 

17.  Small-pox,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  cholera. 

18.  I  am  unable  to  make  the  statement  solicited. 
19,21,24.  No. 

25.  I  am  unable  to  state. 

26.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  there  was  no  noticeable  trouble  of  the  kind 
mentioned. 

27.  Excellent. 

28.  I  think  not. 

29.  Yes. 

31.  No  trouble  of  the  kind,  I  think. 

33.  I  cannot  answer  this  question  as  accurately  as  you  request.  My  notes  show  that 
during  January,  February,  and  March  ** sloppy  weather"  and  deep  mud  prevailed. 
The  greatest  rainfall  was  in  April,  when  it  rained  nearly  one-half  of  the  time. 
There  were  light  showers  in  June  and  July,  with  the  earth  quite  dry  most  of  the 
time.    The  drought  was  somewhat  injurious  in  August. 

35.  In  April. 

36.  As  our  well-water  is  all  reached  in  quicksand,  by  digging  or  boring  through  a 
heavy  superincumbent  stratum  of  clay,  its  height  varies  but  little  throughout  the  year 

37.  From  ten  to  thirty  feet. 

41,42.  Under  these  heads  I  deem  it  my  privilege  and  duty  to  relate  the  following 
facts.  Within  the  school  district  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  this  village, 
reside  pupils  of  legal  school  age  to  the  number  of  nearly  700.  (The  exact  number 
returned  for  the  year  1877  was  656;  for  the  year  1878, 674.)  For  the  accommodation 
of  these  pupils,  and  some  additional  ones  from  abroad,  we  have  three  school  build- 
ings with  an  aggregate  fioor  space  of  only  7,768  square  feet.  If  these  rooms  were  all 
provided  with  suitable  facilities  for  heating  and  ventilating  (which  is  not  the  case), 
with  the  ten  teachers  employed,  tliey  would  afford  healthful  accommodations  for 
only  about  300  pupils!  The  necessary  result  of  such  overcrowding  is  to  transfer 
many  names  from  the  school  register  to  the  ^  sick  list."  The  consequent  loss  of  time 
is  very  great;  and  the  irreparable  damage  to  the  constitution  from  its  continued 
subjection  to  such  depressing  Influences,  is  lamentable  in  the  extreme.  In  such 
schoolrooms,  thus  overcrowded,  suffocation^  or  drafts  of  cold  air  on  the  heads  of  the 
pupils  from  open  windows,  are  the  alternatives.  The  results  of  the  latter  are  num- 
erous, and  are  manifested  in  catarrh,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  etc.  On  the  11th  day  of 
January  last,  one  of  our  teachers  consulted  me  profess! onall v.  desiring  relief  from  an 
aggravation  of  bronchial  trouble.  The  school-room  in  which  this  teacher  presides 
contains  only  728  square  feet  of  floor  space  (26x28  feet),  on  which,  at  that  time,  were 
crowded  between  55  and  60  pupils  daily.  Incident  to  a  suitable  professional  examina- 
tion, the  following  statement  was  elicited  from  said  teacher:  ^*0n  the  coldest  days 
during  our  recent  cold  weather,  when  it  became  necessary  to  close  doors  and  windows 
in  order  to  keep  warm,  the  atmosphere  in  my  room  was  terribly  foul^  aicjkil,  nearly 
suffocating  t " 

On  the  same  floor  is  another  school-room  of  the  same  size,  in  which,  during  the 
month  of  May  Just  closed,  the  average  dally  attendance  was  05.  In  allusion  to  the 
condition  of  this  room,  the  preceptress  of  the  grammar  department,  no  longer  ago 
than  yesterday  expressed  the  following  opinion,  and,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  in  the  exact  language  here  quoted:  ^I  douH  see  how  thev  can  endure 
it.  I  sometimes  drop  in  there  at  recess,  and  I  find  the  atmosphere  fearfully  bad,  so  bad 
that  I  do  not  like  to  remain."  In  the  month  of  May,  1875,  which  was  prior  to  the 
erection  of  our  third  school-building,  the  average  daily  attendance  in  this  little 
room  was  83,  and  95  were  sometimes  present  at  the  same  time.  I  have  watched  the 
condition  of  this  room  for  years,  and  have  observed  that  it  takes  but  a  short  service 
to  make  the  teacher  look  old  and  care-worn.  The  above  facts  have  been  fully  and 
frequently  presented  to  the  district,  and  yet  the  needed  additional  room  has  been 

25 
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invariably  refunedl  ThU  last  statement  may  seem  incredible,  nevertheless  HiR  trae. 
Any  attempted  explanation  would  be  out  of  place  here;  but  the  facts  above  related 
bear  so  directly  and  forcibly  upon  tiie  subject  for  the  investigation  of  which  the 
State  Board  of  Health  was  instituted,  that  iu  justice  to  humanity  I  can  do  no  leu 
than  to  make  the  record.  Very  truly, 

St.  Johns,  Clinlon  Co.,  Mich.,  June,  1879.  G.  E.  COR  BIN,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BT  R.  B.  SMITH,  M.  D.,  OF  WEBBERVILLB,  MICU. 

1.*  Unincorporated  villa^^e.    Estimated  number  of  inhabitants,  350. 

2.  7. 

3.  East  half  of  Le  Roy,  South  part  of  Locke  (Ingham  Co.),  west  part  of  Conway 
and  Handy  (Livingston  Co.) 

4, 6.  Less,  25  per  cent. 

6.  Small-pox. 

7.  Contagion. 

8.  Bronchitis  and  pneumonia. 

9.  I  can  give  no  good  reason. 

10.  None  except  small-pox. 

11.  I  can  assign  no  CJiuse. 

12.  Pneumonia  and  bronchitis. 

13.  Less  number  of  cases  and  mild  type  of  disease. 

14.  In  February  and  March,  bronchitis  and  pneumonia;  rate  low. 

15.  In  June,  small-pox;  in  December,  diphtheria. 

IG.  Of  small-pox.  7  cases;  of  typhoid  fever,  8  cases;  of  diphtheria,  6  cases. 

17.  Cholera,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  1  have  not  sufficient  data  to  give  a  correct  answer. 
19,20.  None. 

21,  22, 23, 24.  No. 

25.  influenza  in  December  among  horses. 

26.  None;  at  least,  no  more  than  usual. 

27.  Good,  except  wheat;  wheat  was  damp. 

28.  None  that  i  know  of. 
2!).  No. 

30.  I  do  not  know. 

31.  Rather  more. 

32.  I  cannot  give  definite  answers. 

33.  June,  August,  and  September  were  the  driest ;  February,  May  and  July,  the  next 
driest;  January  and  December,  the  next;  next,  March,  April,  October, and  November. 

34.  1  think  that  there  was  no  time  when  the  soil  was  unusually  dry. 

35.  Same  as  34. 

36.  About  4  feet. 

37.  From  14  to  20  feet. 

38.  There  is  so  much  difference  in  the  depth  of  wells  in  this  vicinity  that  it  Is 
impossible  for  me  to  give  anything  like  an  accurate  estimate  of  depth  of  soil  above 
water  for  the  year  1878. 

39.  March,  April,  and  May. 

40.  None. 

41.  In  regard  to  the  causation  of  disease,!  would  say  that  there  is  considerable  low 
swampy  land  in  and  around  this  place,  causing  the  decay  of  a  large  amount  of  vege- 
table matter  each  season,  whieh,  in  my  opinion, causes  a  large  portion  of  our  sickness. 

42.  Thorough  draining,  proper  ventilation,  and  cleanliness,  I  think  the  best  methods 
of  preventing  sickness  in  this  locality. 

WehhervilU,  Ingham  Co.,  Mich.,  Januaiy,  1879.  R.  B.  SMITH. 

BAY  AND  EASTERN  DIVISION  OF  THE  STATE.f 

REPLIES    BY  W.  R.  BIABSH,  M.  D.,  OP  DAY  CITY,  MICH. 

1.*  About  15,500. 

2.  . 

3.  The  limits  of  the  corporation. 

4.  About  an  average. 

5.  'i'he  same  sis  the  average. 
G.  Consumption. 

*  The  flgurcs  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  tjpe),  on 
pages  J50>176  of  this  Heport.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  lfiO-179. 
f  For  counties  included  in  each  division  see  Exhibit  1,  page  163L 
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7.  Close  houses  and  damp  ground. 

8.  Miasmatic  fevers  and  croup. 

9.  No  ephloniic  prevailed,  and  there  was  a  better  state  of  livinj^. 

10.  II,  1*2, 13, 14,  and  15.  There  were  no  uncommon  diseases. 

16.  I  cannot  do  it. 

17.  No  cholera. 

18.  I  cannot. 

19.  No. 

20.  No  similar  condition. 

21.  None. 
22, 2:1. . 

24.  No. 

25.  I  know  of  none. 

20.  Oarden  crops  were  excellent. 

27.  1  cannot  answer  for  farm  lands. 

28.  . 

29.  Not  as  dry  as  some  seasons. 
2iO.  On  Inquiry,  1  And  it  less. 

31.  Less.    Tlie  crop  was  good. 

32.  I  cannot.    There  Is  no  observer  in  the  city. 

33.  Have  the  usual  Spring  and  Autumn  rains. 
34, 35.  Quite  uniform,  an  average  of  other  years. 

36.  We  have  few  wells;  5  feet  of  water;  wells  12  or  IS  feet  deep, 

37.  10  or  15  feet. 

38.  It  does  not  vary  much;  the  ground  has  quite  a  uniform  surface  under  tlie  city. 
39,40.  Nothing  to  answer. 

41.  1  Icnow  of  no  special  facts  as  to  what  causes  may  be  removed.  Our  city  is 
Quite  new.  Grading  and  ditching  keeps  the  surface  entirely  unsettled,  and  experi- 
ence renders  it  evident  that  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  surface  is  such 
as  to  produce  miasm  or  malaria;  hence,  all  our  diseases  are  largt*ly  of  a  malarial 
character.  As  that  condition  pusses  and  miasm  le^^sens,  chronic  pulmonary  consump- 
tion and  cancerous  dif^eases,  increase.  Thirty-three  years  ago,  or  in  1844  and  1846, 
there  were  no  consumptive  cases  and  no  typhoid  fevers;  every  case  was  mia-smatlc. 
I  know  of  no  very  definite  reasons  for  this;  but  a  general  change  from  a  new  to 
an  older  settlement,  and  the  changes  of  physical  and  social  condition  that  prevail. 

Bay  CUy,  Bajf  Co.,  Mich.,  April  16, 1879.  WILLIAM  R.  MARSH. 

UEPUES  BT  A.  NASH,  M.  D.,  OF  LAPEER,  MICH. 

1.  Number  of  inhabitants,  year  1878, 3,100. 

2.  Number  of  deaths,  25. 

3.  City  limits. 

4.  Less  than  previous  years.  The  year  1878  was  one  of  unusual  health  In  this 
vicinity.  There  was  no  epidemic;  even  the  contagious  diseases  were  of  a  very  mild 
type,  1  may  say  scarcely  communicable. 

6.  Ratio  of  deaths  less. 

6.  None. 

7.  . 

8.  Intermittents,  and  other  malarious  affections. 

9.  Improved  sanitary  condition  of  city,  and  drainage  of  low  lands  lying  contigu- 
ous to  the  city. 

10.  I  can  think  of  none. 

11.  None. 

12.  From  the  exanthematous  fevers  and  diphtheria. 

13.  From  the  mildness  of  the  above  endemics. 

14.  None. 

15.  No  uimsual  manifestation  of  disease. 

16.  No  small-pox  or  cholera;  of  scarlet  fever,  a  few  and  mild;  of  typhoid  fever, 
none;  measles  and  whooping-cough,  mild;  of  cercbro-spinal  meningitis,  none;  of 
diphtheria,  perhaps  a  dozen  cases,  easily  managed.  I  think  we  have  not  had  an 
epidemic  o(  any  lei nd. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  I  cannot  answer. 
19,20.  None. 
21-24.  No. 

25.  Not  any,  to  my  knowledge. 

26.  None. 

27.  Good  condition. 
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28*  I  think  not. 

29.  I  think  it  was  generally  damp  and  threshed  early. 

30.  I  do  not  know. 

31.  About  the  same  as  usual. 

32, 33, 34,  and  35.  The  entire  season  was  unusually  wet. 

3G.  The  wells  in  this  vicinity  are  subject  to  the  rainfall,  the  usual  depth  of  water 
being  about  3  feet. 
37.  About  25  or  26  feet. 
38, 39, 40.  I  cannot  answer. 
41.  No  facts  in  this  yearns  experience. 

Very  respectfully, 
Lapeer^  Lapeer  Co.,  Mich.,  Feb.  12, 1879.  A.  NASH. 

REPLIES  BY  J.  M.  LOOP,  M.  D.,  OF  PORT  SANILAC,  MICH. 

!.♦  Of  the  village,  500;  of  the  township,  2,500. 

2.  In  the  village,  4;  in  the  township,  7. 

3.  Village  and  township. 

4.  One-fifth  less. 

5.  Less. 

6.  Paralysis. 

7.  I  cannot  assign  any  reason. 

8.  Typhoid  fever. 

9.  Healthful  season,  and  observation  of  sanitary  measures. 

10.  Consumption. 

11.  I  cannot. 
12, 13. . 

14.  Pneumonia,  low  rate,  in  April,  November,  and  December. 

15. . 

16  and  17.  To  my  knowledge  no  cases  of  diseases  mentioned  have  occurred. 

18.  Janvary  and  J7>5ruary;  Healthful  with  the  exception  of  a  few  cases  of  colds  and 

mild  sore  throat. 
March:  Intermittent  fever  and  sore  throat  (not  diphtheritic.) 
April:  Intermittent  fever,  pneumonia,  and  diphtheritic  croup. 
May:  Intermittent  fever. 
June:  Influenza. 
July:  Influenza  and  diarrhea. 
August:  Diarrhea  and  intermittent  fever. 

September:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  erysipelas,  and  typho-malarial  fevei. 
October:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  rheumatism,  typho-malarial  fever,  and 

influenza. 
November:    Typho-malarial    fever,   pneumonia,    influenza,   rheumatism,   and 

bronchitis. 
December :  Pneumonia  and  rheumatism. 

19.  None. 
20. . 

21.  I  made  no  such  observations. 
22, 23. . 

24.  1  did  not  notice  that  it  was. 

25.  Animals  have  been  quite  healthy. 
26. . 

27.  Most  grains  were  marketed  ip  good  condition. 

28.  Wheat  and  corn  were  slightly  SOfected  by  smut. 

29.  Yes,  generally. 

30.  I  have  heard  no  remarks  on  the  subject. 

31.  Less. 

32.  I  did  not  observe  any  very  peculiar  or  unusual  conditions. 

33.  August,  July,  September,  October,  June,  December,  November,  January,  Feb- 
ruary, March,  May,  and  April. 

34.  July  and  August. 

35.  March,  April,  and  May. 
36, 37,  38. . 

39.  April  and  May. 

40.  October. 

Fort  Sanilac,  Sanilac  Co.,  Mich.,  Dec.  31, 1878.  J.  M.  LOOP,  M.  D. 

*  The  figures  beginniog  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  In  smaller  type),  on 
pages  160-176  of  this  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  100-179. 
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D.  USE,  U.  D.,  OF  SAOINA.W  CITT,  MICH. 


4.  Less.    (See  table.) 

5.  Average  with  1S7S,  1876,  and  1877 ;  about  13  less  wltbout  taking  Into  account  tfae 
Increase  of  population,  which  is  estimated  at  GOO  to  1,000. 
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6.*  Diphtheria. 

7.  Carelessness  in  diphtheria,  many  helievin^  that  it  is  not  infections  or  contagloug. 

8.  Accidents,  cholera  infantum,  consumption,  and  diarrhea,  principally. 

9.  Healthy  season. 

10.  None,  except  diphtheria, 

11.  I  cannot,  with  certainty. 

12.  Nearly  all  the  diseases  of  our  climate. 

13.  Healthy  season. 

14.  None. 

15.  1  cannot. 

17.  Small-pox  and  cholera. 

18.  1  cannot. 
19,21.22,23,24.  No. 

25.  None  more  than  usual, excepting  deaths  from  eatin^^  smut  com-fitalks  (ustllago 
maidis.) 

26.  None  more  than  usual,  excepting  smut  on  corn  husks  and  stallcs. 

27.  Good. 

28.  More  srnut  on  corn  than  usual. 

29.  1  believe  so. 

30.  1  donH  know. 

31.  No. 

32.  1  cannot. 

33.  I  did  not  keep  note  of  It. 

34.  It  was  not  unusually  dry. 

35.  It  was  not  nnnenally  m(»ist. 

36.  From  2  to  5  or  8  feet  where  there  are  no  sewers. 

37.  From  2  to  5  or  8  feet  wliere  there  are  no  sewers. 
38, 39,  40.  1  cannot.  exc«*pt  about  as  usual. 

41.  Malarial  poison,  surface  water,  sewage,  barn  poisons  and  privy  poisons,  all  of 
which  are  growing  less  every  year. 

42.  It  requires  too  long  an  antiwer  to  make  in  tliis  report. 

Respectfully  yours, 
Saginaw  Cily^  Mich.^  Dec.  31,  1878.  N.  D.  LEE,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BT  JOHN  8.  CAULKINS,  H.  D.,  OF  THORN YILLE,  MICH. 

3.*  The  township  of  Dryden  and  contiguous  parts  of  Attica,  Lapeer,  and  Metamora. 
4  and  5.  About  tlie  same  as  the  averagf?  for  the  last  two  years,  which  is  20  per  cent 
less  than  an  extended  average.— say  for  15  years. 

6.  None,  except  intinenzn,  of  which  there  were  several  outbreaks,  making  in  their 
total  considerable  more  sickness  tliaii  is  usual  from  this  c;mse  in  one  year.  Thu  mor- 
tality was  slight  and  confliied  exclusively  to  the  very  aged  or  the  very  young. 

7.  No  reason  mn  be  assigned  fur  the  increased  prevalence  of  influenza  during  the 
year;  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  not  known. 

8.  Besides  the  c<»utagious  diseases,  of  which  very  few  cases  were  met  with,  pneci> 
monia  w:i8  decidt*dly  less  prevalent  than  U'-ual. 

9.  With  regard  to  the  lessened  previilence  of  the  contagious  diseases,  the  explana- 
tion of  the  fact  consists  in  the  lack  of  exposure  of  unprotected  individuals  i<»  the 
source  of  tlie  virus;  with  regard  to  the  ciuise  of  the  lessened  prevalence  of  pneuiuo- 
nia,  1  have  no  theory  that  is  hatisfactory  even  to  myself. 

10.  None. 

12.  From  the  contngious  dlf'eases  and  from  pneumonia. 

13.  'I'o  their  le?ssened  prevalence. 
14, 16,  There  were  none  such. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever.  3  csises;  of  typhoid  fever,  10  cases;  of  measles,  20  cases;  of 
whooping-cough,  6  cases;  of  dysentery, 6  casi»s;  of  diphtiieria,  20  cases. 

17.  Sinall-pos,  cholera,  and  cerebro-spinal  mcniugiiis. 

18.  January:  Typlio-malarhil  (ever.  Iniennittent  fever,  bronchitis,  and  pnenmonl.1. 
February:  IiiHuenza,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  typho-malarlal  fever,  and 

pnetnnonia. 
March:  Intermittent  fever,  influenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  typho-malarial 

fever. 
April:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  diarrhea,  typho-nialarlal  fever. 

*  Tbe  flgnres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  iD  (print«f(l  in  umallcr  type), on 
pages  JfiO-176  of  this  UeporL    On  pages  150- 179  is  printed  a  summary  of  the  replies. 
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Hay:  Intermittent  fever«  bronchitis,  diarrhea. 
June  :  Influenza,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rlieamatism. 
July:  Influenza,  intermittent  fever,  diarrhea. 
August:  Diarrhea,  intermittent  fever. 
September:  Influenza,  diarrhea,  intermittent  fever. 
October:  influenza,  intermittent  fever,  diarrliea. 
November  nnd  December :  Influenza,  measles,  and  intermittent  fever. 
19, 20, 21,  22.  23.  and  24.  No  facts  bearing  on  these  questions  have  been  observed. 

25.  No  disease  or  unnsual  mortality  liiis  been  observed  among  animals. except  some 
cases  of  poisoning  of  cattle  during  the  months  of  November  and  December  by  smut 
in  corn.  Tlie  Ivnown  fatal  instances,  i^ay  in  a  radius  of  six  miles,  are  fourteen; 
others  are  heard  of  farther  off,  but  have  not  been  investigated.  In  the  greatest 
numl>er  of  the  fatal  cases,  the  cattle  were  turned  into  the  lot  where  tlie  rejected  smut 
had  been  left  on  the  ground;  but  in  some  later  instances  death  was  cauised  by  feeding 
the  smutty  stalks.  One  post-mortem  investigation  was  mnde  by  me,  and  in  tliat  ca^e 
the  most  dii^tinctlve  pathological  change  noted  was  gangrene  of  the  peritoneal  coat 
of  the  bdweN.  The  diseased  patches,  which  were  small  and  scattered,  were  dry  and 
of  a  shiny  black  color.  There  was  very  little  observed  with  regard  to  the  symptoms 
of  these  cases,  for  the  cattle  were  generally  found  dead.  There  appears  to  be  as  yet 
DO  evidence  that  smut  hurts  horses  or  sheep. 

26.  Hot  in  potatoes,  rust  in  wheat,  smut  in  corn  and  oats,  and  mildew  In  grass. 

27.  The  quality  of  nothing  that  was  raised  In  the  year  1878  was  prime;  the  wheat, 
especially,  compared  with  that  of  the  preceding  year,  was  decidedly  poor.  The 
quality  of  the  other  crops  when  ready  for  market  or  use  was  passable  except  hay, 
which  was  poorer  than  Is  often  known. 

28.  Answered  under  26.  All  the  diseases  there  mentioned  are  fungi.  With  regard 
to  extent,  as  compared  with  the  mean  of  previouH  years,  they  were  largely  in  excess 
in  wheat,  corn,  and  late  oats;  considerably  in  potatoes;  and  very  greatly  in  hay. 
Buckwheat  does  not  seem  to  be  subject  to  the  attack  of  any  fungus.  Rye  is  not 
raided  in  this  section  of  the  country. 

29.  Much  of  tlie  wheat  whs  not  thoroughly  dry  when  it  was  threshed. 

80.  The  wheat  raised  in  the  year  1878  banked  in  the  bin  worse  than  usual. 
SI.  More  so.    Poorer  hay  is  seldom  seen  th:in  that  raised  in  1878. 

32.  [See  tabular  summary,  on  pago  200,  in  connection  with  the  following  general 
remarKs.] 

Year  1878,^TUe  total  precipitation  of  1878  and  the  daily  mean  temperature  of  the 

year  are  both  in  excess  of  the  figures  for  several  years;  witli  the  temperature 

this  is  mainly  due  to  the  high  means  of  March  and  April. 
January, — A  mild  dry  mouth,  with  much  foggy  weather  and  ground  mostly  bare  of 

snow. 
February,^A  mild  Winter  month  with  more  precipitation  than  January,  and  more 

fair  weather. 
JfarcA.— A  warm  wet  month,  with  15  stormy  days,  12  rainy  days,  3  snowy  days; 

butterflies  seen  the  Cth  nnd  frogs  heard  the  7th;  plowing  began  the  20th. 
April — A  warm  dry  month,  no  frust;  piMich  trees  in  blossom  the  6ih. 
May,— iiot  so  warm  for  the  sea^^on  as  April;  always  cold  in  the  sinide;  frost  every 

night  from  the  11th  to  the  17th  Inrlusive. 
June, — A  pleasant  equable  month;  only  three  days  that  the  mercury  wns  above 

85*,  and  three  that  the  dally  mean  was  below  54*;  there  was  frost  the  6th;  much 

sunshiny  weather. 
July,— A  hot  month,  the  last  week  wet. 
August,— A  very  dry  dusty  month,  not  excessively  hot ;  only  5  rains  and  one  entirely 

cloudy  day:  no  daily  mean  over  80*. 
September, — A  temperate  month   with  sufficient  rainfall  for  agricultural  work;  a 

killing  frost  the  20th. 
October. — A  dry  month,  cold  towards  the  close;  heavy  frost  the  6th. 
November, — A  cold  cloudy  month;  first  snowstorm  the  25th. 
December, — A  severe  winter  month. 

33.  January,  August,  May,  April,  October,  June,  November,  Decetnber,  February, 
Septembt'r,  July,  and  March. 

84  and  35.  Compared  with  previous  years,  the  soil  moisture  was  at  no  time  nnusu-^ 
ally  dry  in  1878;  but  as  compared  with  the  last  five  or  six  years  it  was  nearly  all  the 
time  more  than  usually  moist. 

30.  No  uieasureniiMits  have  been  made  from  which  to  answer  this  question. 

37.  20  feet  to  lUO  lent. 

38.  Answered  like  36. 
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SUMMARY,  for  the  Tear  1878^  of  Certain  Meteorological  Conditions  at    ThomviOe^ 
Lapeer  Co.,  Michigan, —LatUude  42^  55' ;  Longitude  83^  l(y  W. 
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»  By  registering  thermometers.  The  small  figures  above  and  at  the  right  of  the  numbers  stating 
the  highest  or  the  lowest  temperature  denote  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  the  highest  or  the 
lowest  temperature  occurred. 

t>  Average  of  observations,  at  7  A.  M.,  2  P.  M.,  and  9.  P.  M.,  daily. 

c  Average  per  cent  of  saturation. 

d  Average  grains  of  vapor  in  a  cubic  foot  of  air. 

•  By  3  daily  observations.  The  figures  placed  after  the  letters  which  state  the  prevailing  dlrec 
tions  denote  the  number  of  observations  at  which  the  wind  was  blowing  from  the  direction  stated. 

39  and  40.*  The  level  of  the  ground  water  in  the  year  1 878  was  unusually  steady. 
As  a  correction  to  this  statement  it  needs  to  be  said  that  there  is  a  constant  though 
slow  sinking  of  the  level  of  the  water  in  the  earth  In  this  section  of  the  State;  wells 
and  streams  arc  gradually  failing. 

41.  The  theory  is  held  in  some  quarters,  and  it  appears  to  be  making  converts,  that 
the  vehicle  of  typhoid  fever  poison  is  never  the  atmosphere,  but  always  the  drinking- 
water  from  contaminated  wells  and  springs.  The  following  series  of  three  cases  is 
reported  as  apropos  to  this  question.  They  were  children  in  one  family,  Alice^  Mary, 
and  Frank,  aged  respectively  18, 16,  and  7  years.  The  cases  occurred  in  the  order  of 
their  ages.  At  the  time  of  Alice^s  attack  she  was  working  in  Lapeer  City,  where 
there  had  been  recent  cases  of  typhoid;  Mary,  in  a  country  neighborhood,  40  miles 

*The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
pages  150*176  of  this  Report,    a  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  10O-179. 
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away,  where  there  was  none.  Alice  was  sent  home  to  have  her  run  of  fever,  of  four 
weeks'  duration.  Mary  came  home  to  nurse  her  and  to  catch  the  fever  of  her,  coming 
down  wi th  i  t  two  weeks  after  Alice's  convalescence.  Mary's  fever  run  four  weeks,  too ; 
and  as  her  convalescence  hes^an,  the  boy  Frank  got  his  attack. 

The  drinking-water  used  by  this  family  came  from  a  running  spring,  and  there  was 
no  fever  in  the  neighborhood  to  contaminate  it. 

Theories  may  be  harmless  or  even  useful,  and  still  bo  untrue;  but  the  one  alluded 
to  above  is  not  a  case  in  point,  for  if  not  true  it  is  pernicious  byx^iusing  the  neglect 
of  precautions  which  would  otherwise  be  taken.  It  has  not  in  this  case  the  look  of 
truth;  for  it  involves  the  improbable  conclusion  that  there  was  typhoid  poison  in 
the  spring  for  at  least  10  weeks,  that  is  to  say,  for  the  time  between  the  first  and 
third  cases.  It  is  more  reasonable  to  believe  that  Alice  contracted  the  disease  at 
Lapeer,  and  that  it  was  given  by  her  to  Mary,  and  by  Mary  to  Frank  in  the  house, 
than  to  hold  that  a  spring  of  running  water  was  contaminated  with  typhoid  fever 
poison  for  so  long  a  time.  The  fact  that  the  boy  escaped  while  the  weather  was 
warm  and  the  house  stood  open  night  and  day,  and  caught  the  disease  when  cold 
weather  came  on  and  the  house  was  shut  up,  makes  this  opinion  more  probable. 

In  our  present  state  of  ignorance  it  is  not  prudent  to  reject  entirely  the  doctrine 
of  personal  infection  in  typhoid  fever,  nor  to  insist  too  strenuously  that  the  disease 
cannot  be  propagated  except  through  the  medium  of  drinking-water  from  contami- 
nated wells  and  springs. 

42.  Under  the  head  of  practicable  suggestions  for  the  prevention  of  diseases,  a 
word  might  be  said  on  a  point  that,  so  far  as  I  am  aware,  has  not  been  noticed  by 
the  Board  of  Health,  and  one,  too,  that  is  eminently  practicable:  it  Is  a  plan  for  the 
prevention  of  malarious  diseases. 

It  is  conceded  that  malaria  is  the  cause  of  two-thirds  of  the  acute  diseases  of  Mich- 
igan, and  that  nearly  all  of  the  chronic  diseases  that  are  not  thus  primarily  caused  are 
at  least  made  worse  by  it.  Since,  then,  malaria  Is  the  central  figure  among  the  ene- 
mies of  public  health,  practicable  suggestions  for  its  restriction  are  of  importance. 
Mach  has  been  written  about  drainage  under  this  head.  But  not  much  on  the  point 
referred  to.  The  suggestion  is,  to  utilize,  in  malarious  districts,  the  leaves  of  trees 
for  a  protection  against  sickness.  It  was  known  to  Lancisi,  the  original  authority 
on  the  sul^ect,  and  has  been  noticed  by  observers  since  his  dav,  that  trees  had  a  pro- 
tective influence  against  the  eflects  of  malaria.  Since  the  invisible  agent  travels 
with  the  wind,  and  the  prevailing  winds  are  westerly,  the  indication  fi,  to  leave^  in 
clearing^  or  to  plant  if  tJie  land  is  already  cleared^  a  belt  of  trees  to  t?ie  toeetvoard  of  the 
home  to  neutralize  or  absorb  the  malaria.  Large  trees  ought  not  to  be  loft,  in  clear- 
ing, on  account  of  their  liability  to  be  blown  down  by  high  winds,  and  small  ones 
should  have  their  tops  sawed  off  for  the  same  reason.  There  should  be  underbrush 
among  the  trees  thick  enough  to  make  an  efficient  filter  for  the  air  that  supplies  the 
ground  floor  of  the  house,  and  the  trees  should  be  high  and  thick  enough  to  be  equally 
efficient  for  the  second  storv. 

The  principal  objection  that  has  been  made  to  this  plan  is  that  in  a  hot  summer 
day,  when  but  little  air  is  moving,  it  is  stopped  by  such  a  belt  of  trees  and  bushes 
and  the  house  made  uncomfortable;  but  there  are  not,  in  our  summers,  many  such 
dayi,  and  the  inconvenience  Is  more  than  balanced  by  the  protection  afforded  against 
wind  in  the  winter. 

My  own  experience  and  observation  warrant  me  in  the  belief  that  the  plan  is  very 
efficacious  against  the  invasion  of  bilious  diseases. 

ResDectAillv 

Thornville,  Lapeer  Co.,  Mich.,  August,  1879.  JOHN  S.  CAULKINS. 

SOUTH-WESTERN  DIVISION  OF  THE  STATE.* 

REPLIES  BY  H.  S.  LAY,  BI.  D.,  OF  ALLEGAN,  MICH. 

1.  Village  of  3,000  inhabitants. 

2.  About  25. 

3.  Allegan  township  and  village. 
4  and  5.  About  the  average. 

6.  Diphtheria. 

7, 8  A  10, 11, 12, 13, 14.  . 

15.  Diphtheria. — [See  answer  18.] 

10.  Of  diphtheria,  55;  of  tvphoid  fever,  1 ;  of  scarlet  fever,  19;  of  whooping-cough, 
8;  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  1. 

*  For  counties  incladed  in  each  division,  see  Exhibit  1,  page  153. 
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17.  Small-pox,  cliolera,  measles. 

18.  Novenibeis  October,  June,  July,  December,  January,  and  August,  diphtheria; 
October,  June,  and  July,  scarlet  fever. 

19.  No. 

20.  . 

21.  No. 
22.23. 


24.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

25.  None  to  any  extent. 

26.  Nothing  unusual. 

27.  Good. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yep. 

30.  'J'be  usual  proportion. 

31.  Nothing  unusual. 

32.  1  am  not  prepared  to  m.nke  a  statement. 

33.  I  am  not  in  possession  of  the  facts. 

34.  36.  36, 87,  38,  39, 40, 41 .  ami  42. . 

Alleffan,  AlUgan  Co.,  Mich.,  March  29, 2879.  H.  S.  LAT,  IL  D, 

REPLIES  BT  F.  GOODWIN,  M.  D.,  OP  CA880POU8,  MICH. 

1.*  Incorporated  village,  population  1,000. 

2.  Twenty-live. 

3.-  Village  of  Cassopolis. 

4  and  5.  About  two-thirds  greater. 

6.  Diphtheria. 

7.  1  can  assign  no  cause. 

8.  Scarlet  fever. 

9.  1  can  give  no  particular  reason. 

10.  Diphtheria. 

11.  1  cannot. 

12  and  13.  . 

14.  Diphtheria,  unusually  high  rate  of  mortality  occurring  during  the  months  of 
October,  November,  and  December. 
16. • 

16.  About  fifty  cases  of  diphtheria  and  two  of  typhoid  fever. 

17.  None  of  the  disoases  mentioned  in  question  16  appeared,  with  the  exception  of 
diphtheria  and  typhoid  fever. 

18.  January:  Bronchitis  and  catarrhal  fever. 
Fehrwny:  Pneumonia,  oroup.  and  infiutMiza. 
March:  rneumonia  and  intermittent  fever. 
April:  Intermittent  fever  and  crysipiJiis. 

May:  Intermittent  lever,  light  fevers  of  no  particular  type. 
June:  intermittent  fever. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  cholera  infantum,  and  dysentery. 
Auguat:  Intermittent  lever,  dysentery,  and  diarrhea. 
September:  Intermittent  fever,  dysentery,  and  typhoid  fever. 
Oclohcr:  Intermittent  tever,  difihiheriiu  influenza,  and  bronchitis. 
November:  Pneumonia,  diphtheria,  and  intfrmittent  fever. 
Decembf-r :  Diphtheria,  influenza,  and  bronchitis. 
19  and  20.  No  cufcs. 

21.  Cases  of  intermittent  fever  more  severe. 

22.  None. 

23.  Not  that  I  observed. 

24.  No. 

25.  Hog  cholera  during  greater" part  of  year. 
2G.  Wht*at  badly  troubled  with  smut. 

27.  l^air. 

28.  1  do  not  know. 

29.  1  I  hi nk  it  was. 

30  and  81.  [)o  not  know  definitely. 
32  and  33.  1  cannot  state  facts. 

*  The  flgnres  be>f inning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  fmaHer  tTpe}.OB 
pages  1M-I7tf  of  this  Itoport.    On  pages  I50>17tf  is  a  summary  of  ihe  replies. 
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84.  Auf^nst  and  September. 

85.  Miiy  to  July. 

86, 37.  Mild  38. . 

30.  Jniie  and  «ftily. 

40.  Ani^iiKt  to  October. 

41  and  42.  1  have  nothing  to  commtir.icate  which  would  be  of  Interest. 

OaMsopolia,  Casa  Co,,  Mich.,  June  30, 2879.  F.  GOODWIN,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BT  W.  A.  MEAL,  H.  D.,  OF  DATTON,  MICH. 

I.  Vninjfe.  population  300.* 

S.  Five,  (5)~1  laryngeal  phthisis,  1  railroad  accident,  1  tubercular  meningitis,  1 
StllIt>orn,  I  puerperal  fever. 

3.  The  village  of  Dayton  and  vicinity,  a  radius  of  five  miles. 

4.  10  per  cent  lew). 

5.  Including  accidents,  about  the  same. 

6.  hkrarlet  lever  and  diphtheria. 

7.  I  can  aMign  none  but  contagion  from  other  localities. 

8.  Consumption  and  dysentery. 

9.  Favorable  climatic  conditions,  and  improved  sanitary  conditions. 

10.  Diphtheria. 

II.  Malignancy  of  the  type. 

12.  Bowel  complaints. 

13.  Favorable  climatic  conditions. 

14.  Diphtheria  In  Jannarv,  unusually  high;  dysentery  and  bowel  complaints  In 
Jnly  and  Auguf^t,  unusually  low. 

15.  Diphtheria  in  January.  November,  and  December. 

16.  About  75  ciises  of  diphtheria,  and  8  or  10  of  whooping-cough. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  and  cerebro*8pinal 
meningitis. 

18.  January:  Bronchitis,  diphtheria,  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  and  remittent  fever 
February:  Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  diphtheria,  and  remittent  fever. 

March:  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  and  pneu- 
monia. 

April:  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  bronchitis. 

May:  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  consumption. 

June  :  Remittent  fever  and  intermittent  fever. 

July:  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  cholera-morbus,  and  diarrhea. 

August:  Remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  intermittent  fever. 

SepUmber :  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  diarrhea,   and 
dysentery. 

October :  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  rheumatism,  and  diphtheria. 

November:  Intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  dlphtlieria,  intermittent  fever,  and 
con>umption. 

December:  I'nenmonia,  diphtheria,  bronchitis,  and  rheumatism. 
19, 2(»,  21,  22,  23.  None  here. 

24.  No. 

25.  None,  except  hog  cholera  (dysentery)  in  summer,  and  coughs  (pleuro-paeumo- 
nia)  in  the  fall  and  spring,  both  to  a  limited  extent  among  hogs. 

26.  .None. 

27.  Good. 

28.  Nt». 
2«.  Ye?. 

30.  None  banked  that  was  properly  taken  care  of. 

31.  Ta'Sj*. 

32  and  33.  No  data. 

34.  AuguJtt  and  October. 

35.  May  and  November. 

30.  In  welU  that  reach  a  vein  of  water  the  depth  is  uniform  the  year  around;  in 
those  that  roich  into  the  clay  only,  and  deptMid  on  surface-water  seeping  In,  it  will 
ran^e  from  10  teet  in  March,  April,  May,  and  November,  to  one  or  two  feel  or  becom- 
in:C  dry  in  August. 

37.  VarieH  greatly,  owing  to  the  Assures  In  the  clay;  from  10  to  60  feet,  average 
about  20  l'i*et ;  (Springs  are  frequent,  many  ot  them  large 

42.  Isolutiuii,  sewerage,  disinfect  ion.  cleiinlin«'88  of  cellars,  as  a  protection  agnlnst 
Gontagiou'*  diseases,  as  inculcated  In  the  pamphlets  and  Reports  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health.    Drainage,  the  keeping  of  ponda  and  streams  as  nearly  one  level  as  poasibie. 
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better  care  and  judgment  in  the  care  and  location  of  privies,  and  the  edacatlon  of 
the  people  In  sanitary  matters.  The  utter  carelessness  and  ignorance  is  well  Illus- 
trated by  the  following  cases.  This  place  is  on  the  border  of  a  small  lake  fed  by 
springs,  the  outlet  fdmishing  water-power  for  a  mill;  barns  and  privies  are  built 
over  the  edges  of  the  lake,  as  per  diagram : 


A,  B,  C,  D,  etc.,  represent  houses  with  families  living  in  them;  1  and  4,  hams;  2^  8,  and  5,  priTies; 
6,  a  hole  cat  in  the  ice. 

In  December  a  family  living  In  the  house  B  used  water  from  the  hole  In  the  ice. 
One  young  man  had  typhoid  fever  lasting  four  weeks,  and  came  near  dying.  The 
father  haa  tvphold  fever  two  weeks;  one  son,  malarial  fever  with  typhoid  symptoms; 
one  son,  diphtheria  which  proved  fatal  In  less  than  48  hours.  In  March  a  young  girl 
of  15  was  taken  sick  In  house  A  with  pneumonia*  She  was  given  water  from  the 
hole  In  the  Ice,  and  In  one  week  typhoid  fever  developed  itself  firom  which  she  died 
In  another  week. 

Dayton^  Berrien  Co.,  July  18, 1879.  W.  A.  N£ AL. 

REPLIES  BT  THOS.  H.  BRIQOS,  U.  D.,  OF  HATTAWAN,  MICH.       ^ 

!.♦  Five  hundred. 

2.  Five. 

3.  Townships,  or  portion  of  same,  of  Antwerp,  Porter,  and  Almena,  Van  Buren 
Co.,  and  Texas  and  Oshtemo,  of  Kalamazoo  Co. 

4.  Less,  twenty-five  per  cent. 

5.  About  the  same  as  the  average. 

6.  First,  cancerous  diseases  rapidly  on  the  Increase,  chronic  Brlght's  disease,  dis- 
eases of  the  neryous  system. 

7.  I  am  unable  to  do  so. 

8.  AH  diseases  Influenced  by  malarial  Influences. 

9.  Dry  soil  throughout  the  major  portion  of  the  year. 
11.  I  cannot. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fover,  25;  of  typhoid  fever,  2;  of  diphtheria,  5;  of  typho-malarlal 
fever,  8. 

17.  Small-pox,  whooping-cough,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

24.  Not  observed  to  be. 

25.  None  worthy  of  notice. 

2G.  Potatoes  were  blighted  from  some  cause  unknown  to  me;  but  I  think  it  may 
have  been  from  the  effects  of  the  Colorado  beetle  and  the  use  or  arsenical  and  other 
poisons  on  the  vines.  This  greatly  Intermpts  the  nutrition  of  the  potato,  the  pota- 
toes become  diseased,  and  the  use  of  them  for  food  In  this  diseased  condition  largely 
adds  to  the  development  of  cancerous  conditions.  We  have  a  large  amount  of  can-^ 
cerous  diseases  In  this  part  of  Michigan,  and  I  have  not  found  a  single  case  who  has 
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not  lars^ely  eaten  of  potatoes,  and  I  can  not  help  but  believe  that  the  diseased  condi- 
tion of  our  potatoes  has  something  to  do  with  the  unusual  prevalence  of  cancers. 

27.  Good. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 
30,31.  Less. 

34.  August,  September,  and  October. 

35.  At  no  time. 

36.  Three  feet. 

37.  All  about  alike,  25  feet. 
39  and  40.  At  no  time. 

41.  Cancerous  diseases  are  increasing  very  rapidlv,  and  I  believe  the  potatoes  have 
a  great  influence  in  their  development.  Potatoes  in  this  portion  of  Midiigan  are  in 
an  unhealthy  condition,  brought  into  such  diseased  condition  by  the  use  of  Paris 
green  and  other  poisons  for  the  destruction  of  the  bug.  This  I  believe  to  be  worthy 
of  dose  and  careful  investigation  by  our  profession. 

Truly  yours, 

MaUawan,  Van  Buren  Co.,  Mich^  Feb.  11, 1879.  THOS.  H.  BRIGGS. 

REPLIES  BY  SIMEON  BELKNAP,  U.  D.,  OP  NILES,  MICH. 

1.*  Five  thousand. 

2.  Fifty-seven.  Accidental,  4;  consumption,  14;  cancer,  6;  diphtheria,  7;  scarla- 
tina, 1 ;  typhoid  fever,  2.  The  number  of  deaths  and  causes  of  same  I  think  are  as 
accurate  as  possible  to  bo  made,  although  several  of  the  deaths  reported  as  from  con- 
sumption were  probably  not  tuberculosis  but  bronchitis  or  some  chronic  disease. 

3.  The  city. 

4.  About  an  average. 

5.  About  the  same. 

6.  Consumption,  or  lung  diseases. 

7.  I  cannot. 

8.  Typhoid  fever. 
9. . 

10.  Consumption,  or  lung  diseases. 

11.  I  cannot. 

12.  Typhoid  fever. 
13. 1  cannot  answer. 

14*  There  was  nothing  marked  in  the  variations. 
15. . 

16.  Of  small-pox  and  cholera,  none;  of  scarlet  fever,  about  30:  of  typhoid  fever, 
about  15;  of  measles  and  whooping-cough,  none;  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  3; 
of  diphtheria,  (about  50,  so  called)  probaoly  not  over  15  or  20  genuine  cases,  of 
which  seven  died. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  measles,  and  whooping-cough. 

18.  January :  Influenza,  sore  throat,  pneumonia,  intermittent  fever,  consumption, 

and  diphtheria. 
F^ruary:  About  the  same  as  January. 
March :  Influenza,  pneumonia,  scarlatina,  and  consumption. 
April:  Influenza,  pneumonia,  and  intermittent  fever. 
May:  No  prevailing  diseases. 

June :  Bilious  remittent  fever,  typhoid  fever,  and  typho-malarlal  fever. 
July:  Typhoid  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  intermittent 

fever. 
Au(put:  Dysentery,  diarrhea,  and  same  as  in  July. 
September:  Dysentery,  diarrhea,  and  bilious  remittent  fevers. 
October:  Typho-malarial  fever,  and  bilious  remittent  fever. 
November:  Typho-malarial  fever,  diphtheria,  croup,  and  sore  throat. 
December :  Bronchitis,  diphtheria,  croup,  and  sore  tnroat. 

19.  No. 

20.  Our  cases  of  bilious  or  typho-malarial  fevers  assumed  a  difibrent  type  from 
anything  I  have  previously  seen,  viz.,  irritable  stomach  with  some  vomiting  of  a 
yellow  or  dark  yellow  fluid,  skin  yellow  or  dingy,  kidneys  and  bowels  both  disturbed, 
the  former  sluggish  and  the  latter  irritable,  with  small  dark-colored  evacuations, 
convalescence  slow  with  a  liability  to  a  relapse  or  recurrence  of  the  same  class  of 
symptoms,  but  no  unusual  mortality. 

21.  Nothing  except  what  appears  in  answer  to  the  question  above. 

22.  No. 
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23.  It  was  either  epidemic  or  contagious,  and  I  think  contagious. 

24.  No. 

25.  Some  cholera  among  hogs,  but  not  as  much  as  the  year  previous. 

26.  Nothing  unusual, — wheat  on  sandy  soil  was  injured  by  the  fly. 

27.  Good. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30  and  31.  No. 

32.  1  cannot. 

33.  July  and  August. 

34.  July. 

35.  April. 

36.  Three  feet  to  six  feet. 

37.  Four  feet  to  60  feet,  owing  in  part  to  distance  and  altitude  from  the  rirer; 
And  also  in  some  parts  there  are  springs  or  swampy  districts. 

38.  I  cannot. 

39.  April. 

40.  1  do  not  think  it  was  unusually  less  at  any  time. 

41.  I  cannot. 
42. . 

The  above  report  is  given  as  accurate  as  Is  possible  from  statistics  and  observations. 

Very  respectfully, 
Niles,  Berrien  Co.,  Mich,,  February  4, 1879.  SIMEON  BELKNAP. 

REPLIES  BT  JAMES  S.  REEVES,  M.  D.,  OP  NILE8,  MICH. 

1.*  City  of  Niles.    City  limits  two  miles  square;  population,  6,000. 

2. , 

8.  City,  and  4  miles  adjacent  to  it. 

4.  Less. 

5.  Greater. 

6.  Old  age,  leukaemia,  apoplexy,  carcinoma,  chronic  metritis,  and  consumption. 

7.  1  cannot  assign  a  cause. 

8.  Eruptive  fevers,  malarious  fevers,  and  unfavorable  weather. 

9.  The  absence  of  epidemic  and  malarious  influences;  favorable  weather. 

10.  Apoplexy,  consumption,  carcinoma,  chronic  metritis,  chronic  gastro-duodenltls, 
and  asthma. 

11.  I  cannot  assign  a  cause. 
12, 13, 14, 15. . 

16.  There  were  some  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  spring  of  1878;  but  I  cannot  give 
the  number. 

17.  .^mall-pox,  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  whooping-cough,  cerebro-spinal 
meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 

18.  January:  Rheumatism,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  pneumonia,  mem- 

branous croup,  bronchitis,  and  consumption. 

February:  Rlieumatism,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  consumption,  remittent  fever, 
intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  and  dygentery. 

March:  Rheumatism,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  remittent 
fever,  consumption,  diarrhea,  influenza,  croup,  and  scarlet  fever. 

April:  Influenza,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  consumption,  rheumatism,  intermit- 
tent fever,  and  remittent  fever. 

May:  Consumption,  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  influenza,  intermittent  fever, 
diarrhea,  and  bronchitis. 

June:  Intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  bronchitis,  consumption,  croup  (spas- 
modic), pneumonia,  influenza,  typho-malarial  fever. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  remittent  fever,  consumption,  diarrhea, 
typho-malarial  fever,  influenza,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and  cholera  morbus. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  rheumatism,  diarrhea,  consump- 
tion, bronchitis,  gastritis,  gastralgia,  tonsilitis,  cholera  morbus,  erysipelas, 
and  roseola. 

September:  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  rheuma- 
tism, cholera  morbus,  consumption,  influenza,  dysentery,  erysipelas,  laryn- 
gitis, tonsilitis,  gastritis,  cystitis,  bronchitis,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  pharyn- 
gitis, and  neuralgia. 

*  The  flgurcH  beffionini;  paragraphs  refer  to  qnestions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type)>  on 
pages  lfiO-176  of  this  Report.    On  pages  150-179  is  printed  a  summary  of  the  replies. 
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Oetnber:  Kemittent  fever«  intermittent  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  inflnenza, 
rhotimiitUm,  tonsilitlsi,  laryngitis  bronchitis  consumption,  diarrhea,  dysen- 
tery, erysipel}!^,  typhoid  fever  (enteric),  and  gastritin. 
November:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  typhoid 
fever  i enteric),  rheumatism,  ton<«l litis,  bronchitis,  consumption,  diarrhea, 
eryff I pela^,  Influouza,  larynj^ltis,  and  pharyngitis. 
December:  Tonsilltis,  pharyngitis,  laryngitis,  bronchitis,  influenza,  consump- 
tion, pneumonia,  membranous  croup,  diarrhea,  intermittent  fever,  remittent 
fever,  typho-maiarial  fever,  and  rheumatism. 
19.  No. 

20,21,22.  The  fevers  were  ail  of  a  mild  character,  and  terminated  favorably;  bat 
In  ail  the  c:u»es  I  met  with  there  was  an  extremely  Irritable  condition  of  the 
stomach.  In  tliree  cases  there  wa«i  acute  gastritis.  In  a  number  of  cases  the 
stomHch  gave  but  little  trouble  until  the  fever  was  about  to  subside,  or  had  subsided, 
when  it  ceased  to  be  retentive,  and  rejected  almost  everything  that  was  swallowed. 
Small  portions  of  Ice  would  sometimes  bo  retained.  Grumous  blood  appeared  in  the 
matter  ejected  from  the  stomach  in  three  cases.  During  the  entire  period  of  con- 
▼alescence  giuitralgia  resulted  from  the  least  Imprudeuce  in  diet,  in  nearly  all  the 
cases  I  met  with. 
33  and  24.  No. 

85.  There  was  some  complaint  of  hog  cholera  in  some  parts  of  our  county.  I  do 
not  know  at  what  particular  time,  or  to  what  extent  It  prevailed. 

36.  The  Colorado  beetle  destroyed  some  potatoes;  other  crops  were  anusuaUy 
good. 

37.  Good. 

38.  No. 

39.  Tes. 

30.  No. 

31.  Less,  scarcely  any  at  all. 
32, 33. 34,  and  35. . 

36.  About  6  feet. 

87.  In  West  Niles,40  feet;  in  East  Niles  it  will  vary  from  three  to  eighteen  feet. 

38.  In  June,  July,  and  August,  1878,  the  depth  of  earth  above  the  ground  water  was 
about  43  feet  in  West  Niles;  the  balance  of  the  year,  40  feet.  I  cannot  answer  for 
East  Niles. 

39, 40, 41,  and  42. . 

Respectfully, 

Nilee,  Berrien  Co.,  Mich.,  June  30, 1879.  JAMES  S.  BEEVES,  M.  D. 

BEPLIES  .BT  MILTON  CHASE,  K.  D.,  OF  OTSEGO,  MICH. 

1.*  I  live  in  the  incorporated  village  of  Otsego,  Allegan  county,  State  of  Michigan. 
The  population  was  about  800. 

2.  Deaths  from  all  causes  In  the  village  were  13. 

3.  Otsego  village  and  Otsego  township,  parts  of  the  townships  of  Watson  and 
Trowbridge  In  Allegan  county,  and  part  of  the  township  of  Alamo  in  Kalamazoo 
county,  except  where  I  may  designate  our  village. 

4.  Les<*  than  the  average  and  less  tiian  last  year.  I  should  think  twenty  per  ceot 
less  than  the  average  for  ten  years  past. 

6.  Somewhat  less. 
6.  None. 

8.  Typho-  malarial  fever,  epidemic  diseases,  and  remittent  fevers. 

9.  People  have  exerted  themselves  very  much  moro  to  prevent  the  spread  of  epi- 
demic diseases,  and  hard  times  have  forced  a  plainer  and  better  living  upon  the 
people. 

10.  None. 

12.  What  little  scarlet  fever  wo  have  had  has  been  light;  so  with  the  measles. 
Bilious  remitting  fevers  were  light.  I  think  our  lessened  mortality  arose  from  the 
character  of  tlieso  diseases. 

13.  1  have  no  theory  for  the  above  disea^^es  being  milder  than  usual. 

14.  I  think  that  our  mortality  from  the  sicknesses  of  August,  Septeml>er,  and 
October  was  less  thau  usual  because  the  diseases  ran  light.  I  cannot  give  any  causes 
under  the  control  of  man  that  accounts  for  lessened  severity  in  these  diseases.  I 
do  not  keep  a  meteorological  record,  which  might  have  helped  to  frame  a  theory  for 
this. 

15.  No  new  visitants. 

16.  In  the  village,  of  scarlet  fever,  1 ;  of  measles,  2.    In  tiie  township,  of  scarlet 
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fever, 3 ;  of  diphtheria,  1.    Rumor  says  that  Dr. claims  that  he  had  several  cases 

of  diphtheria  in  the  town  and  village;  but  ho  will  not  report  them. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  whooping-cough,  and  cerebro-spinal  men- 
ingitis. 

18,  March  &n(Ji  April :  Scarlet  fever. 
AugiLst:  Measles. 
September:  Diphtheria. 

19  and  20.  None. 
21, 22, 23.  No. 
24.  I  think  not. 

26.  1  think  there  has  been  but  little,  and  this  usually  attributable  to  man^s  care- 
lessness. 

26.  Corn  w^as  very  smutty. 

27.  Good. 

28.  Only  corn. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Our  millers  and  elevators  were  careful  about  storing  grain  before  it  had  sweat; 
and  they  have  taught  the  farmers  to  let  it  lie  in  the  straw  until  the  sweat  is  over. 

31.  Usually  well  secured. 

32.  January,  February,  and  March  were  unusually  warm  and  rainy;  November  and 
December,  unusual  in  their  steady  cold,  and  amount  of  snowing  days  and  cloudy 
skies. 

33, 34, 35,  and  36. . 

37.  In  the  village,  about  16  feet;  in  the  town,  from  6  to  100  feet;  in  south  center, 
from  6  to  12  feet;  in  northwest,  from  60  to  100  feet;  in  the  rest  of  the  town,  about 
25  feet. 

38. . 

39.  February,  March,  and  April. 

40.  November  and  December. 

41.  None. 

42.  The  health  officer  ought  to  have  more  power  to  enforce  rules  of  State  Board  of 
Health  and  hygienic  laws.  He  ought  to  be  appointed  by  the  Governor  on  a  nomina- 
tion by  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Respectfully  vours, 
Otaego,  AUegan  Co.,  Mich.,  Jan.  28, 1878.  DR.  MILTON  CHASE, 

Health  Officer  of  Otsego  Village  and  Otsego  Township, 

KEPLIES  BY  R.  F.  STRATTON,  M.  D.,  OF  ST.  JOSEPH,  MICH. 

1.*  I  estimate  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  township,  including  the  incorpo- 
rated village,  at  3,500. 

2.  Tliirty-nine. 

3.  Township  of  St.  Joseph,  8  sections  of  land. 

4.  About  the  same. 

5.  Greater,  1.48  to  the  1,000  greater. 

6.  Those  diseases  peculiar  to  old  age. 

7.  People  have  grown  old  with  the  country. 

8.  Consumption  and  contagious  diseases. 

0.  There  was  less  consumption,  because  of  the  previous  mild  winter. 
10.  Diseases  peculiar  to  old  age. 

12.  Consumption  and  malarious  diseases. 

13.  To  the  mild  winter,  as  in  ^9,^^  There  is  less  malaria  every  year,  as  the  surface 
soil  is  more  generally  cleared  and  plowed,  and  the  low  lands  drained. 

14.  There  was  a  low  rate  of  mortality  from  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery 
and  cholera  morbus. 

15.  There  were  none. 

16.  There  were  15  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  and  about  6  cases  of  diphtheria. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  January:  Bronchitis,  remittent  fever,  and  intermittent  fever. 
February:  Bronchitis,  influenza,  and  consumption. 

March:  Consumption,  remittent  fever,  and  rheumatism. 
April:  Consumption,  rheumatism,  bronchitis,  and  typho-malarial  fever. 
May:  Consumption,  intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  and  diphtheria. 
June :  Whooping-cough,  scarlet  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  diphtheria. 

*The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  qnestions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
pages  150-176  of  this  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150-179. 
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Jutif :  Intermittent  fever  and  remittent  fever. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  cholera 

morbus. 
September:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  and  dysentery. 
October :  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  consumption,  and  scarlet  fever. 
November:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  consumption,  scarlet  fever,  and 

rheumatism. 
December:  Broncliitis,  tonsil! tie,  diphtheria,  and  rheumatism. 
19,  21,  22, 23,  24,  and  25.  No. 

26.  Nothin;|^  in  particular. 

27.  Wheat  injured  by  a  wet  harvest. 

28.  No. 
29  Yes. 

30. . 

31.  No. 

37.  Generally,  except  after  rainfalls,  the  surface  water  is  6  to  18  inches  helow  the 
turface.  Water  in  wells  3  to  G  feet  below  the  surface.  There  is  but  little  variation 
in  this. 

42.  Nothing  has  done  and  is  to  do  this  county  so  much  good  as  drainaji:c.  When 
land  is  well  urained  surface  water  is  drawn  off,  surface  moisture  reduced  to  the  min- 
imum, and  the  decay  of  ranlc  vej^etation  avoided.  When,  in  addition,  such  land  is 
placed  under  the  plow,  or  even  mowed  or  fed  down  by  stodc,  then  it  will  cease  to 
contribute  to  the  malarial  diseases  of  the  neighborhood.  We  have  many  streams  in 
this  county,  formerly  dammed  for  mill  pnrposes,  but  now  abandoned.  Such  dams 
still  hold  back  a  good  deal  of  water,  and  these  old  ponds  are  full  of  decaying  logs 
and  sawdust.  All  such  ponds  fill  their  vicinage  with  intermittents,  remittents,  and 
howel  complaints  among  children  during  the  warm  months.  Let  boards  of  health 
do  their  duty.  Very  respectfhlly, 

81.  Joseph,  Berrien  Co.,  Mich.,  March  3, 1879.  R.  F.  STRATTON,  M.  D. 

SOUTHERN-CENTRAL  DIVISION  OP  THE  STATE.* 

UEPLIES  BT  ROBERT  STEPHENSON,  H.  D.,  OF  ADRIAN,  MICH. 

1.  Ahout  eight  (8)  thousand. 

8.  City  of  Adrian. 

4  and  6.  About  the  same  as  the  average. 

6.  None. 

16.  Of  the  diseases  mentioned,  there  were  more  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  whooping- 
coagh,  and  diphtheria  than  of  the  others;  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  cerebro- 
spinal meningitis. 

17.  Small- pox,  cholera,  and  measles. 

19.  and  24.  No. 
26.  None. 

28.  No. 

20.  Yes. 

31.  Same  as  usual.  Respectfully  yours, 

Adrian,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich.,  May,  1S79.  R.  STEPHENSON. 

REPLIES  BT  £.  N.  PALMER,  M.  D.,  OF  BROOKLYN,  MICH. 

1.  Village.    Number  of  inhabitants,  527. 

2.  Eight  deaths:  from  diabetes,  1;  from  consumption,  1 ;  from  diphtheria,  G. 

3.  Columbia,  Woodstock,  Norvell,  and  Cambridge  townships. 
4  and  5.  Less  (estimated). 

6.  Diphtheria. 

7.  Opinion  only:— There  were  only  12  rainy  days  during  the  months  of  July, 
August,  September,  and  October.  The  temperature  ranged  from  104°  in  July,  05*  in 
August,  88"  in  September,  81*  in  October.  This  excessive  dry  and  hot  weather 
reduced  people  from  a  normal  state  of  health  to  a  state  fit  to  talce  on  any  low  type 
of  disease;  consequently,  when  they  were  exposed,  the  usual  result  was  sure  to  fol- 
low. I  can  best  illustrate  my  idea  in  this  way:  If  a  person  should  sow  his  wheat 
on  a  barn  floor,  provided  it  was  perfectly  clean,  he  might  apply  moisture,  sunshine, 
and  heat  continually  and  still  would  fail  of  a  crop;  but  if  he  should  drop  the  same 
seed  in  soil  fully  prepared,  with  all  the  conditions  favorable,  a  flill  crop  would  be 
sure  to  follow.  So  with  diseases,  especially  those  of  a  contagious  character;  the 
soil,  etc,  must  be  in  a  proper  condition  for  them  to  bring  forth  fruitage. 

*For  counties  incladed  in  each  diyliion,  aee  Exhibit  1,  page  lASL 

27 
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10.  See  answer  V. 

11.  UDsanitary  coudltfons.    See,  ake,  answer  7. 

14.  Dlpbtherla,  from  July  20  to  December  10, 1S78;  the  mortality  waa  bigb. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever,  6  orB  (opinion);  of  whoopiDg-coiigh,60;  dlpbtberla,  from  125 
to  160. 

17.  Small-pox,  nhalero,  typhoid  fever,  meule<i,  and  cerebro-aplaal  menlngltia. 

18.  JaKuajy:  Beinf tlent  fever,  pneumonia,  aad  scarlet  fever. 
February:  KheumatlBm  and  broucbltla. 

March :  Bronchitis,  pneumonia.  Intermittent  fever,  and  dipbtberla. 

April:  Intermittent  fevar,  broncbltls,  pneumonia,  and  rheumatism. 

Mav--  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  diarrhea, 

June:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  and  rheumatism. 

Julf/:  Intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  rheumatism,  remittent  fever,  and  pnen- 
monla. 

Avgutt:  Intermittent  fever,  tooallitls,  diphtheria,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis, 
rheumatism,  and  puerperal  fever. 

Septtmber  :  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  remittent  fever,  rheumatism,  diolera 
Infantum,  and  typho-malarlal  fever, 

Oalober:  Diphtheria,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  wbooping-couxb,  remit- 
tent fever,  rheumatism,  and  dysentery. 

Ifovenibtr :  Diphtheria,  whooping-cough,  intermittent  fever,  and  pneumonia. 

December:  Whooplng.«ough,  diphtheria,  rheumatism,  and  pneumonia. 

19.  There  has  not. 

30.  There  have  beou  so  cases  of  fever  that  have  la  any  way  simulated  yellow  fever. 

81.  I  did  not. 

32.  In  oar  epidemic  of  diphtheria  there  was  black  vomit  and  vomiting  of  blood. 

23. . 

24.  It  was  not.  In  my  opinion. 

2fi.  There  was  no  disease  prevailing  among  animals. 

26.  There  was  none. 

27.  Condition  good  but  light  in  weight. 
38.  No. 

29, 30,  and  31.  Less. 
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33, 34.  The  months  of  Jane,  July,  August,  and  September  were  unusually  dry;  but 
I  cannot  give  any  particular  data. 

36.  There  was  not  much  variation  in  the  depth,  except  during  the  4  months  com- 
mencing with  June;  water  averaged  6  feet  until  September,  when  many  of  the  wells 
were  dry. 

37.  From  16  feet  to  75  feet. 
38  and  39.  Have  kept  no  data. 

40.  September,  October,  and  November. 

AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted.    In  regard  to  meteorological  report,  I 
would  say  that  it  is  tbe  best  I  can  do  with  the  means  at  my  command. 
Brooklyn,  Jackson  Co.^  Mich,,  March  4,  2879.  E.  N.  PALMER, 

Health  Officer  of  the  Township  of  Columbia. 

REPLIES  BT  J.  W.  PALLET,  H.  D.,  OP  HILLSDALE,  MICH. 

I.*  City,  4,500,— growing  less. 

2.  From  the  undertakers  books  and  sexton^s  books,  CO. 

3.  City  of  Hillsdale  and  very  near  around. 
4*  I  think  greater, 

6.  I  think  a  little  greater. 

6.  In  the  last  two  years  scarlatina  and  diphtheria,  I  think,  have  caused  nearlv  or 
quite  half  the  deaths;  I  think  less  in  1878  than  in  1877.  More  fevers  and  bilious 
tronbles  last  year  than  usual,  not  many  deaths. 

7.  I  cannot  for  diphtheria  and  scarlatina;  of  the  fevers  and  bilious  troubles,  the 
wet  spring  and  early  part  of  summer,  and  very  hot  weather.  The  malignity  of  scarlet 
fever  and  diphtheria  almost  ceased  as  the  bilious  troubles  commenced. 

8.  All  others  were  less  prevalent,  that  is,  diarrheas,  dysenteries,  etc.,  almost  none 
except  as  connected  with  the  bilious  derangement;  no  epidemic. 

9. . 

10.  Scarlatina  and  diphtheria. 

11.  I  cannot.    More  fatal  in  cold  or  cool  weather  than  in  warm  weather. 

12.  I  can  think  of  no  death  in  the  city  or  near  by  from  puerperal  fever,  or  child- 
birth. Fact  is  there  has  been  a  dearth  of  children  the  past  year;  in  fact  almost  all 
the  deaths  have  been  children  or  quite  young  or  quite  old  persons. 

13.  I  cannot. 

14.  All  bilious  troubles,  dysenteries,  and  as  answered  in  '*6'^  and  ^7.^  The  mor- 
tality from  fevers  and  bilious  troubles  was  not  high  for  the  amount  of  sickness;  the 
death-rate  from  scarlatina  and  diphtheria  was  rather  high  in  the  winter  and  spring. 
Scarlatina  and  diphtheria  have  hung  over  this  place  for  several  years,  breaking  out, 
now  here  and  now  there,  without  any  apparent  cause;  then  only  isolated  cases,  or 
perhaps  none  at  all  for  some  weeks.  Since  last  spring  there  have  been  few  cases  and 
lighter. 

15.  Not  any. 

16.  I  cannot.  Some  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria;  very  few  cases  of  typhoid 
fever.  I  think  the  typhoid  pneumonia  more  than  pure  typhoid  fever.  Few  and  light 
measles  and  whooping-cough;  I  think  two  cases  of  spinal-meningitis.  No  epidemic, 
endemic,  or  infectious  diseases,  except  those  mentioned. 

17.  Small-pox  and  cholera. 

18.  January,  February,  March,  and  April:   Scarlatina  and  diphtheria,  pleurisy  and 

pneumonia. 

May,  June,  and  Juiy:  Quite  healthy. 

August,  September,  and  October :  Rather  more  than  usual  fall  fevers  and  an  un- 
common aguishness  ever  since  August,  even  during  this  winter. 

November  and  December  :  Quite  healthy,  except  the  above  aguish  tendencies. 

19.  None. 

20.  None. 

21.  I  did  not. 
22, 23.  . 

24.  I  think  not. 

25.  Answered  in  "18.'> 

26.  Very  little  of  either. 

27.  Nothing  particular  except  in  wheat.  The  crop  was  good,  but  millers  sav  it 
will  not  make  ^  first  quality  flour.^^  The  warm,  wet  weather  rushed  it  forward  so  fast, 
then  when  about  ripe  it  was  so  hot  and  dry  the  hull  became  so  thick,  dry,  and  hard 
that  the  kernel  never  dried  through,  but  remained  soft. 

28.  No,  not  to  any  extent. 

29.  It  would  not  dry  out  well.    See  27. 
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30.  Not  much  of  that  trouble  with  farmers,  some  in  warehouses. 

31.  Early  cut  was  injured. 

32.  I  have  not  the  facts  to  do  so. 

33.  Winter  quite  dry.  Hay,  June,  and  first  part  of  Jolv  very  wet.  More  rainj 
days  in  May  and  June  than  dry;  two-thirds  of  July,  all  of  Au;i;ust,  September, and 
first  half  of  October,  very  dry.  Little  snow  or  rain  during  the  winter.  In  fact,  our 
gravelly  and  sandy  opening  land  has  hardly  been  wet  down  two  feet  for  years. 

34.  We  have  had  dry  summers  for  years,  some  more  than  others. 

35.  For  three  years  May  and  June  have  been  very  wet.  From  much  of  oar  land  the 
water  flows  off  very  freely. 

36.  Most  of  the  wells  in  this  city  are  from  35  feet  to  60  feet  deep.  These  are  not 
easily  affected,  and  seldom  vary  much. 

37.  On  the  flats  along  the  St.  Joseph's  River,  about  20  feet;  water  not  very  good. 
If  they  can  reach  a  gravel  bed  30  or  35  feet  it  is  good.  On  the  higher  grounds  the 
wells  will  average  35  feet,  yes,  more  are  40  feet:  a  very  few  60  and  80  feet.  On  the 
timber  land  south  of  the  city,  average  30  feet.  There  the  spring  rains  sometimes 
fill  the  wells  nearly  full. 

38.  In  the  city, except  on  the  flats,  we  get  no  surface  water,  or  Aground  water.^ 
In  the  timber  land  a  few  feet  in  a  wet  time. 

30.  May  and  June. 

40.  September,  October,  November,  and  December. 

4L  I  could  give  many,  in  scarlatina  and  diphtheria;  bat  that  is  now  so  well  under- 
stood. I  will  give  one  case.  Last  winter  a  girl  15  years  old  came  home,  with  a  sore 
throat,  pretty  sore ;  she  was  not  confined  to  bed.  There  was  no  scarlatina  in  that 
part  of  tlie  city.  In  about  8  days  three  children,  aged  about  10, 8,  and  6,  were  taken 
down  (in  the  same  family)  with  the  most  malignant  scarlatina.  One  died;  the 
others  recovered  after  going  through  all  the  sequela  that  can  follow  scarlatina.  A 
brother  and  sister,  aged  18  and  20,  had  all  the  symptoms  except  the  rash.  Some  30 
cases  followed  right  along  in  that  neighborhood,  all  the  same  types,  and  followed 
more  or  less  by  the  same  symptoms;  some  died,  one  a  young  woman  of  thirty  years. 
At  the  time  of  death  she  was  the  color  of  a  boiled  lobster. 

With  high  esteem, 

Hillsdale,  Hillsdale  Co.,  Mich.,  July  6, 1879.  J.  W.  FALLEY. 

REPLIES  BY  A.  R.  SMART,  H.  D.,  OF  UUD80K,  MICH. 

!.♦  3,000. 

2.  30. 

3.  A  radius  of  4  miles  from  Hudson. 
3.  A  little  greater,  perhaps. 

5.  About  the  same. 

6.  Intermittents  were  rather  more  prevalent. 

7.  I  know  no  cause. 

8.  Less  scarlatina,  diphtheria,  and  typhoids. 

9.  I  do  not  know. 

10.  None. 
11,12,13. . 

14.  None. 

15.  We  have  had  none. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever,  perhaps  C  cases;  of  typhoid  fever  and  typho-malarial  fever, 
perhaps  20  cases. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  measles,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 

18.  I  cannot,  from  memory. 

19.  No  cases. 
21.  No. 

24.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

25.  Some  among  hogs  during  the  fall  months,  thought  to  be  hog  cholera. 

26.  None  to  any  extent,  although  apples  have  rotted  unusually. 

27.  Good. 

28.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

29.  I  think  so. 

30.  Less,  I  think. 

31.  Less  so. 

32.  I  cannot. 

33.  Most  moisture  during  spring  and  fall  months. 


*  Tho  flgnrcs  bcsrinning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circnlar  29  (printed  in  smaller  type), on 
pages  150-176  of  tins  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150-179. 
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34.  About  an  average. 

36.  2  feet  to  6  feet. 

37.  In  some,  10  feet;  in  others,  20  feet  to  25  feet. 

38.  I  cannot  tell. 

39.  March  and  April. 

40.  Not  unusually  low. 
41. . 

Respectfully  yours, 
Hudson,  Lenawee  Co.,  Mich,,  March,  1879.  A.  R.  SMART,  M.  D. 

REPUKS  BY  W.  WOR8POLD,  M.  D.,  OF  JACKSON,  MICH. 

1.  About  20,000. 

2.  Interments  in  general  cemetery,  ^ Greenwood,^  in  1878,  165;  interments  in 
Roman  Catholic  Cemetery,  65;  total,  220.  Allowing  the  number  taken  out  of  city 
for  interment  to  counterbalance  the  number  brought  in,  the  above  will  afford  a 
pretty  close  enumeration. 

8.  Replies  relate  to  all  within  city  limits. 

4.  Should  estimate  sickness  at  about  one-third  of  usual  amount;  that  is^  taking  a 
like  period  some  3  or  4  years  back. 

6.  i>eaths  were  less  numerous. 

6.  Diphtheria  and  whooping-cough  were  the  only  diseases  that  were  more  than 
usually  prevalent  during  1878. 

8.  Zymotic  diseases  generally  were  less  than  usually  prevalent;  there  were  no 
epidemics  of  any  except  diphtheria. 

9.  I  do  not  know  tliat  their  lessened  prevalence  can  be  aeoounted  for  in  any  definite 
way. 

10.  There  was  no  unusual  mortality  from  any  disease. 

12.  Zymotic  diseases  generally,  except  diphtheria  and  whooping-cough. 
13. . 

15.  None. 

16.  Cannot  arrive  at  the  number  of  any  of  these  diseases. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  oerebro-spinal  menluffitls;  of  the  last-named  disease  there 
may  have  been  some  reported,  but  I  do  not  think  tliere  was  a  true  case. 

18.  March:  Bronchitis,  loiluenca,  larvngitis,  pneumonia,  tonsilitis,  rheumatism, 

consumption,  diphtheria,  and  mild  remittent  fever. 

April:  Broncliitis,  influenza,  remittent  fever,  pneumonia,  consumption,  rheum- 
atism, tonsilitis,  and  intermittent  fever. 

Maif:  Same  as  April,  with  increased  amount  of  bronchial  affections. 

June:  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  influenza, consumption, 
and  whooping-cough. 

July:  Remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  consumption,  whooping- 
cough,  and  bronchitis. 

August:  Remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  cholera  morbus,  intermittent  fever,  con- 
sumption, whooping-cough,  cholera  infantum,  pneumonia,  and  bronchitis. 

September:  Whooping-cough,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever, 
consumption,  influenza,  and  typho-malarial  fever. 

October:  Remittent  fever,  whooping-cougli,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  con- 
sumption, diphtheria,  and  typho-malarial  fever. 

November :  Bronchitis,  influenza,  whooping-cough,  remittent  fever,  diphtheria, 
consumption,  rheumatism,  and  typho-m^arial  fever. 

December:  Bronchitis,  influenza,  rheumatism,  diphtheria,  pneumonia,  whoop- 
ing-cough, consumption,  tonsilitis,  and  scarlatina. 
10.  None. 
20, 21, 22,  and  23.  Nothing  of  this  sort  occurred, 

24.  1  did  not  meet  with  any  increase  of  dyspeptic  troubles  during  January,  Feb- 
ruary, and  March. 

25.  1  am  not  cognizant  of  any  disease  amongst  animals  during  1878. 

27.  All  cereals  were  of  excellent  quality  in  this  locality;  wheat  was  especially 
good. 

28.  There  was  no  unusual  growth  of  fUngl  amongst  these  grains. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  There  was  no  complaint  of  wheat  ^^ banking.^* 

31.  Hay  \v8f>  good,  and  preserved  in  good  order. 

32.  33, 34, 35, 36,  and  42.  1  have  no  data. 

Tours  respectfully, 
Jackson,  Jackson  0>.,  Mich.,  April  21, 1S79.  W.  WORSFOLD. 
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REPLIES  BY  W.  B.  SOUTUARD,  M.  D.,  OF  KALAMAZOO,  MICH. 

1,*  Tncorporated  village,  population  about  12,000. 

2.  165,  not  including  those  from  the  State  asylum  for  the  insane. 

3.  Kalamazoo  township. 

4.  Somewhat  less. 

5.  Less,  I  should  say  10  per  cent. 

6.  Not  any. 

8.  Dysentery,  typhoid  fever,  and  diphtheria. 

9.  1  believe  it  to  be,  to  some  extent,  due  to  the  increased  use  of  Holly  water  in 
the  more  densely  populated  portions  of  our  village. 

10.  There  was  none  that  1  am  aware  of. 

12.  Dysentery,  typhoid  fever,  and  diphtheria. 

13.  Same  as  answer  **  9." 

14.  Diphtheria,  scarlet  fever,  and  whooping-cough  have  been,  as  a  rule,  very  mild. 

15.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

16.  Am  unable  to  give  number  of  cases. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera. 

18.  January:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  influenza,  typho-malarial  fever, 

diphtheria,  scarlatina,  and  consumption. 

February:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  influenza,  diphtheria,  scarla- 
tina, consumption,  and  bronchitis. 

March:  Influenza,    intermittent    fever,    diphtheria,    bronchitis,   pneumonia, 
whooping-cough,  and  consumption. 

April:  Influenza,    intermittent    fever,    diphtheria,    bronchitis,   pneumonia, 
whooping-cough,  rheumatism,  and  consumption. 

May :  Intermittent  fever,  whooping-cough,  and  consumption. 

June  :  Intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  consumption,  and  diarrhea. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  diarrhea,  whooping-cough,  and  consump- 
tion. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  whooping-cough,  diph- 
theria, cholera  infantum,  and  consumption. 

September:  Intermittent   fever,  remittent   fever,   diarrhea,   whooping-cough, 
typho-malarial  fever,  diphtheria,  and  consumption. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  whooping-cough,  typho-malarial 
fever,  diphtheria,  consumption,  and  tonsilltis. 

November:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  whooping-cough,  diphtheria, 
tonsilitis,  bronchitis,  consumption,  and  croup. 

December :  Intermittent  fever,  influenza,  remittent  fever,  tonsilltis,  whooping- 
cough,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  diphtheria,  croup,  and  consumption. 
19  and  21.  No. 

24.  Not  to  attract  attention. 

25.  No  prevailing  disease. 

26.  None. 

27.  Excellent, 
^v.  X  es. 
30,31.  Less. 

32.  I  am  unable  to  do  so. 

37.  In  the  valley  10  feet  to  20  feet;  on  the  prairies  and  table  lands  60  feet  to  100 
feet. 

The  remaining  questions  I  am  unable  to  answer  with  any  degree  of  accuracy,  hav- 
ing no  data. 

^^erv  resDectfullv 

Kalamazoo,  Kalamazoo  Co,^  Mich.,  Feb.  13^  1879.  W.  B.'  SOUTHARD,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BT  H.  C.  CLAPP,  M.  D.,  OF  MEN  DON,  MICH. 

1.*  About  1,000. 

3.  The  village  of  Mendon,  with  a  radius  of  six  miles. 

4.  About  the  same  as  the  average  of  previous  years. 

5.  About  the  same  as  the  average. 

6.  None. 

8.  None,  excepting  malarial  diseases,  which  have  been  less  prevalent  during  the  past 
four  or  flve  years;  but  about  the  same  during  1878  as  during  that  period. 

9.  To  the  drainage  of  marshes  and  low  lands. 

•  The  ilgnres  befj^lnnlng  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  tt  (printed  In  smaller  type),  on 
pages  100-176  of  this  Report.     A  sammary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  IfiO-lTB. 
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10  and  12.  None. 

16.  Three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  In  one  house  on  February  16,  March  13  and  16,— 
one  fatal;  cause,  contamination  of  well  from  privy-vault.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
occurring  In  different  localities  on  February  22  and  November  23. 

16.  Two  cases  of  scarlet  fever ;  about  forty  of  whooping-cough,  as  near  as  could  be 
determined;  and  three  of  typhoid  fever. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  measles,  cerebro-splnal  meningitis,  and  diphtheria. 

18.  Janvary:  Bronchitis,  rheumatism,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  aud 

typho-malarial  fever. 

February:  Pneumonia,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  remittent   fever,   and 
rheumatism. 

March:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  rheu- 
matism. 

April  and  May:  The  same  as  March. 

June:  Bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  pneumonia,  and  rheu- 
matism. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  and  typho- 
malarial  fever. 

Augtut  and  September  :  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  hepatitis, 
and  diarrhea. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  broDchitis,  hepatitis.  Jaundice, 
and  whooping-cough. 

November:  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  whooping-cough, 
rheumatism,  hepatitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy. 

December:  Whooping-cough,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  intermittent  fever,  remit- 
tent fever,  rheumatism,  tonsllltls,  croup,  influenza,  and  neuralgia. 
Note.— We  have  from  three  to  a  half  dozen  consumptives  all  the  time,  and  about 
the  same  number  of  cancerons  affections. 

19.  No. 

21.  None,  excepting  what  was  diagnosed  as  Jaundice,  one  of  which  died,  in  which 
there  was  no  ^^  black  vomit '^  or  evidence  of  contagion. 
24.  No. 
26.  A  little  cholera  among  hens  during  May  and  June. 

26.  Usually  good.  We  had  a  very  wet  harvest  and  some  pieces  of  wheat  were  a 
little  ff rown. 

27.  Good,  except  what  little  wheat  was  grown. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Usual  proportion. 

31.  Less. 

32.  I  have  no  data. 

33.  October,  September,  August,  January,  March,  May,  June,  December,  November, 
February,  April,  and  July. 

34.  October,  September,  August,  and  January. 
36.  July,  April,  and  February. 

36.  No  data. 

37.  Varies  In  different  parts  of  the  village,  about  two  feet,  the  average  between  16 
and  17  feet. 

38.  No  data. 

39.  February,  April,  and  July. 

40.  January,  September,  and  October. 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Jfemfon,  St,  Joseph  Co.^  Mich.^  February  5, 1879.  H.  C.  CL  AFP. 

BEPUES  BT  NELSON  I.  PACK^BD,  H.  D.,  OF  8TUBOIS,  MICH. 

1.*  Village,  population  about  2,400. 

2.  About  12,  not  over  16. 

3.  Village  and  township  of  Sturgis. 

4.  About  the  average  for  6  years  last  past. 
6, 8, 10, 14.  None. 

16.  A  few  cases  of  whooping-cough,  perhaps  20. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  scarlet  fever,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis, and  diphtheria. 

18.  January:  Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  consumption,  remittent  fever,  intermittent 

fever,  croup,  1  case  of  puerperal  fever. 
February:  Pneumonia,  bronchitis,  consumption,  intermittent  fever,  remittent 
fever^  erysipelas,  croup. 
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March:  Bronchitis,  pneumonia, intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever, ooiuump- 
tion,  rheumatism. 

April:  Bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  oonsumption,  croup. 

May:  Intermittent  fever  and  consumption. 

June:  Intermittent  fever  and  consumption. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  and  consumptioo. 

Au^fust :  Diarrhea,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  consumptioo,  dyaentery, 
and  cholera  infantum. 

September:  Influenza,  remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery, 
and  consumption. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  influenza,  diarrhea,  whooping- 
cough,  and  consumption. 

November:  Intermittent  fever, remittent  fever, Influenza,  diarrhea, whooping- 
cough,  pneumonia,  broncliitis,  consumption,  neuralgia,  and  tonsllitls. 

December:  Pneumonia,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fover,  con- 
sumption, and  tonsllitls. 
19.  No  cases. 
21  and  24.  No. 

25.  Hog  cholera  and  chicken  cholera,  to  a  limited  extent,  in  autumn  and  winter 
months. 

26.  Smut  to  slight  extent  in  wheat. 

27.  In  good  order. 

23.  Smut  in  wheat  to  slight  extent. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Less. 

31.  In  fair  average  order. 

32.  No  record  kept. 

37.  40  feet +. 

38.  No  material  change  from  month  to  month -or  yearly. 

Respectfully, 
Slurgis,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.^  March  i,  1879.  NELSON  I.  PACKARD,  M.  D. 

BEPUES  BY  C.  W.  BACKUS,  M.  D.,  OF  TH&BB  HXYBBS,  MICH. 

1.*  Incorporated  village  of  Three  Rivers,  population  about  3,000. 

2.  Deaths,  27;  9  per  1.000  population. 

3.  Village  of  Three  Rivers. 

4.  Less,— probably  25  per  cent  less;  I  cannot  give  any  accurate  estimate. 

5.  Less,— probably  1}^  or  2  per  1,000  less  than  last  or  previous  ye&ra. 

6.  Consumption,  diphtheria,  and  scarlet  fever. 

7.  We  have  had  no  cases  of  diptheria  or  scarlet  fever,  previously  to  1878,  for  several 
years.  I  could  not  find  any  local  cause,  the  diseases  l>elng  imported  firom  other 
towns. 

8.  Malarial. 

9.  To  dry  soil  In  the  fall,  and  draining  of  marshes  near  the  village. 

10.  Consumption,  diphtheria,  and  scarlet  fever. 

11.  None,  specially. 

13.  Answered  in  "9." 

14.  Diphtheria  In  March  and  April,  rate  high;  4  cases  and  three  deatlis;  oonsump- 
tion, in  spring  months,  rate  high. 

15.  Pseudo-membranous  croup,  in  October  and  November;  diphtheria,  in  March, 
April,  and  November;  scarlet  fever,  in  September,  October,  November,  and  Decem- 
ber. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever,  27:  of  cerebro-splnal  meningitis,  1;  of  diphtheria  6.  The 
above  cases  were  reported.  I  think  that  about  12  cases  of  scarlet  fever  existed  that 
were  not  reported. 

17.  Small- pox,  cholera,  typhoid  fever,  measles,  and  whooping-cough. 

18.  January  :  Dyspepsia,  neuralgia,  rheumatism,  bronchitis,  and  diarrhea. 
February:  Dyspepsia,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  and  pneumo- 
nia. 

March:  Intermittent  fever,  neuralgia,  pharyngitis,  bronchitis,  and  dyspepsia. 
April:  Neuralgia,  intermittent  fever,  broncliitis,  pharyngitis,  and  rheumatism. 
May:  Intermittent  fever,  pharyngitis,  bronchitis,  and  neuralgia. 
June:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis.  Influenza,  and  catarrh. 

*  The  flgnres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  In  Circular  S9  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
pages  150-176  of  this  ileport.    On  pages  150-179  is  printed  a  summarj  of  the  replies. 
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Julff:  Intennlttent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea^  and  influenza. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever, diarrhea, bronchitis, and  Influenza. 

September:  Intermittent  fever,  functional  derangement  of  the  liver, remittent 

fever,  influenza^  and  bronchitis. 
October:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  hepatic  disorders,  and  Influenza. 
November:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  pharyngitis,  and  bronchitis. 
December:  Intermittent  fever,  pharyngitis,  eanker  sore  throat,  bronchitis,  and 

Influenza. 

19.  None. 

20.  None.    Several  refugees  from  infected  cities,  but  no  trace  of  the  disease. 
31, 22,  and  23.  None. 

24.  Yes. 

26.  I  am  not  aware  that  any  special  disease  existed  at  any  tim^;  If  so,  It  was  not 
general. 

26.  Smut  in  wheat  light;  no  ii^ury  therefrom. 

27.  Good;  wheat  grown  some  and  shrunic  from  much  rain  during  harvest  time. 

28.  No. 

29l  Tes.    Not  much  early  threshing. 
80.  About  the  usual  average. 

31.  No. 

32.  Warm  In  January  and  February;  March  and  April,  wet;  May  and  June,  dry; 
July  and  August,  wet;  September,  October,  and  November,  dry;  December^et. 

83.  May,  June.  August,  September,  October,  January,  March,  April,  JiUy,  Febfuary, 
November,  and  December. 

34.  August  and  September. 

35.  July  and  April. 

36.  Four  to  six  feet ;  does  not  vary  much. 
87  and  38.  I  cannot  give  any  estimate. 
89.  July  and  spring  months. 

40.  Fall  months  and  December. 

42.  Greater  care  should  be  used  in  disinfecting  clothing  where  there  exists  any 
contagious  disease.  The  first  cases  of  diphtheria  we  have  had  in  our  village  for  13 
or  14  years  were  contracted  from  clothing  in  a  trunk,  taken  out  to  be  aired, ^  a  lM|y 
who  lost  a  child  two  months  pfeviouslv  fh>m  diphtheria,  and  the  cases  roanltliig 
therefrom  proved  very  fatal,— 4  cases  and  three  deaths. 

Bespectfully  submitted. 

Three  Bivere,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Mich.,  Feb.  18, 1879.  0.  W.  BACKUS. 

REFLIBS  BT  H.  F.  SWBB8,  U.  D.,  OF  UNION  CITT,  MICH. 

1.*  Union  city,  an  incorporated  village,— population  1^800. 

2.  Thirteen  (13.) 

3.  Six  miles  square. 

4.  Less,  33}  per  cent. 
6.  Less,  30  per  cent. 

6.  Old  age  and  consumption. 

8.  Miasmatic. 

9.  Less  miasm  and  better  hygienic  conditions. 

10.  Consumption. 

12.  Continued  fever. 

13.  Cases  of  mild  type. 

14.  Low  rate  throughout  the  entire  year  ft^m  continued  fever  dependent  on  miasm 
and  from  diseases  of  zymotic  origin. 

16.  None. 

16.  A  few  cases  of  whooping-cough. 

17.  None  but  whooping-cough. 
19, 20,  21, 22, 23,  and  24.  No. 

26.  None. 

27.  Good. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Less;  never  in  better  condition. 

31.  Less.  ^  .     ^ .   -*- 

37.  Forty  feet  in  the  village;  in  the  "oak  openings''  portion  of  township, 20  to 24 
feet;  in  the  "heavy  timbered"  portion,  10  to  20  feet.  ^  ^ 

Union  CUv,  Branch  Co.,  Mich.,  March  i,  1879.  H.  F.  EWERS,  M.  D. 
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REPLIES  BY  S.  C.  VAN  ANTWERP,  M.  D.,  OP  YICKSBURO,  HIGH. 

1.*  Incorporated  village  of  Yicksburg;  population,  1,150. 

2.  During  the  year  there  were  0  deaths.  With  the  exception  of  one  infant,  the 
youngest  was  18  years  of  age.  Consumption  was  the  cause  of  death  in  five  cases. 
Of  these  five  cases,  all  were  women  in  middle  life,  except  one,  a  young  lady  of  18. 
I  never  lived  in  a  place  where  the  mortality  was  so  small  among  children.  One  case 
died  of  heart  disease;  one,  of  paralysis;  and  one,  of  old  age. 

3.  Village  of  Vicksburg. 
4  and  5.  About  the  same. 
6.  Consumption. 

8.  Dysentery. 

14.  In  diphtheria,  which  occurred  early  in  the  year,  the  mortality  was  small.  This 
disease  occurred  mostly  outside  of  the  village,  however,  in  the  country.  It  did  not 
assume  an  epidemic  form. 

15.  An  epidemic  of  influenza.  It  afibcted  the  respiratory  organs,  and  was  in  some 
cases  confined  to  the  head,  and  sometimes  to  the  lungs  ana  bronchial  tubes.  It 
resembled  in  some  respects  the  epidemic  which  occurred  in  1872, called  popularly  the 
epizootic 

16.  Diphtheria  was  the  only  one  on  this  list  and,  as  stated  before,  it  was  mostly 
confined  to  the  country  outside  of  tlie  village. 

27.  Good. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  No. 

31.  Good. 

32.  Generally  dry. 

33.  Dry. 

34.  September  and  October. 

35.  April. 

36.  14  to  16  inches. 

37.  Average  14  feet  to  15  feet. 

42.  This  village  is  in  a  very  healthy  location.  Last  year  was  quite  dry,  and  we 
might  have  expected  more  intestinal  disorders.  There  seem  to  be  a  great  many 
dyspeptic  cases.  Our  malarial  atmosphere  complioites  most  of  our  diseases,  as  we 
find  in  cases  of  headache  pain  taking  the  place  of  chill  oftentimes,  and  fever  follow- 
ing every  other  day.  The  query  might  be  asked  whether,  if  our  malaria  Is  similar 
to  t|iat  in  the  East,  certain  kinds  of  trees,  if  Introduced,  might  not  aid  in  the 
absorption  of  this  poison. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Vicksburg,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  Mich.,  Aug.  4, 1879.  S.  C.  VAN  ANTWERP. 

REPUES  BY  EDWARD  BATWELL,  M.  D.,  OF  TPSILANTI,  MICH. 

1.*  In  this  city  we  have  a  population  of  6,000,  which  does  not  vary,  except  ft'om 
the  numbers  attending  the  Normal  School. 

2.  About  25. 

3.  City  of  Ypsilanti. 

4.  The  first  eight  months  of  the  year  was  remarkably  free  from  deaths ;  but  the 
last  four  months  made  it  average  about  equal  with  former  years. 

5.  About  equal. 

6.  None. 

7.  Intermittent  fevers  prevailed,  owing  to  the  early  vegetation,  and  moisture  of 
the  soil. 

8.  Small-pox. 

10.  1878  seemed  very  fatal  to  patients  with  pulmonary  consumption. 

11.  The  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  seemed  to  infiuence  it. 

12.  Small-pox. 

13.  Not  having  any. 

14.  None  occurred. 

15.  We  have  our  fair  share  of  everything  going. 

16.  Hy  opinion  is  that  over  50  cases  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  during  1878:  40  of 
typhoid  malarial;  and  a  few  cases  of  diphtheria.  The  others  in  this  list  did  not 
occur  at  all. 

19.  Nothing  of  this  sort  occurred. 

*  The  flgnres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  hi  Clrcnlar  89  (printed  in  smaller  tjpe),  od 
pages  150-176  of  this  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  100-179. 
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25  and  26.  I  heard  of  none. 
27.  All  reported  sound  and  goo6. 
29.  Yes. 
30,31.  Less. 

37.  On  the  east  side  of  the  Huron  river  the  depth  of  wells  is  f^om  40  feet  to  60 
feet;  on  the  west  side  good  springes  can  be  struck  at  from  15  feet  to  25  feet. 

38.  The  amount  of  water  in  the  wells  of  this  city  was  very  low  in  November. 

39.  In  June  the  wells  were  unusually  high. 

41.  The  first  case  of  scarlet  fever  that  was  reported  in  this  city,  originated  in  a 
family  whose  home  was  In  the  outskirts  of  the  town,  perfectly  isolated,  and  folly 
one-fourth  of  a  mile  fh>m  any  other  dwelling.  The  children  had  not  been  away 
from  the  house  for  several  weeks.  Five  of  them  were  attacked  at  the  tame  Ume  with 
a  severe  form  of  scarlet  fever.  One  of  them  died,  and  the  others  slowly  recovered. 
The  next  case  occurred  in  one  of  the  children  of  our  ^best  families,**  where  three 
others  were  dally  exposed  to  its  influence,  but  no  other  cases  happened  in  this 
house.  The  next  case  heard  of  was  in  the  extreme  end  of  the  city,  fully  1^  miles 
from  the  cases  first  reported,  seven  in  one  family;  and  five  in  the  next  house  were 
down  with  scarlet  fever  at  the  same  time.  I  could  trace  no  contagion  as  the  cause 
of  its  spreading,  nor  am  I  yet  satisfied  as  to  its  necessity.  The  subject  of  closing 
the  public  schools  was  strenuously  urged  on  the  school  board;  but  they  very  prop- 
erly and  Judiciously  thought  that  the  children  were  not  more  exposed  in  the  schools 
than  they  wero  playing  together  on  the  streets.  I  have  yet  to  be  convinced  that 
the  system  of  quarantine  is  productive  of  results  sufficiently  satisfactory  to  warrant 
its  enforcement.  If  a  family  is  shut  up  and  unable  to  provide  for  themselves,  as  is 
too  often  the  case,  they  must  be  fUrnlshed  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  a  commu- 
nity where  scarlet  fever  exists  to  any  extent  the  expense  incurred  by  this  proceeding 
would  pauperize  the  taxpayer.  In  a  neighboring  city  strict  quarantine  was  enforced 
and  the  schools  were  closed:  a  panic  was  created,  trade  driven  from  the  town,  and 
with  ^  very  satisfactory  results,^*  as  stated  by  the  board  of  health.  Notwithstanding, 
ike  diaeaee  ezUts  thereat  this  present  time  In  as  great  proportions  as  where  these  pre- 
cautions were  not  taken.  1  fhlly  admit  the  contagiousness  and  infection  of  scarlet 
fever,  the  necessity  existing  for  sanitary  measures,  and  the  necessary  precautions 
required  to  prevent  its  increase;  but  I  do  deny  that  you  can  limit  the  spread  of  the 
disease  by  quarantine,  as  you  can  that  of  small-pox,  or  draw  its  ravages  within  a 
prescribed  circle. 

The  answering  of  questions  in  circular  29  must,  of  necessity,  be  a  matter  of 
opinion. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Tpsilanti,  Washtenaw  Co.,  Mich.,  March,  1879.       EDWAKD  BATWELL,  M.  D., 

Health  Officer. 

SOUTH-EASTERN  DIVISION  OF  THE   STATE.* 

REPLIES  BY  LEARTCS  CONNOR,  M.  D.,  OF  DETROIT,  MICH. 
1.  130,000. 

2.  No  basis  for  estimate  of  much  value  as  our  mortuary  records  are  very  loosely 
kept.    I  think  that  there  were  about  2,200. 

3.  City  of  Detroit. 

4.  About  the  same  as  the  three  preceding  years. 

6.  I  do  not  think  it  varied  much  during  the  years  since  the  panic  in  1873. 
••  None  in  any  marked  degree. 

8.  Epidemic  diseases. 

9.  Better  drainage. 

16.  No  small-pox,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  or  cholera;  of  the  other  diseases,  I 
can  give  no  exact  statement. 

18.  Is  already  answered  by  weekly  reports.! 

19.  None. 

21  and  24.  No. 

25.  I  cannot  tell  of  any. 

86.  No  wells. 

DetroU,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  Feb.  2, 1879.  LEARTUS  CONNOR. 


*  For  eonntiei  inoladed  in  each  dlTislon,  lee  Exhibit  1,  j^ge  153. 

t  Btatements  oontahied  hi  Dr.  Connor's  weekiy  reports  have  been  hiclnded  hi  Exhibit  4,  ptLges 
ISM 
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REPLIES  DY  W.  U.  BOUSE,  U.  D.,  UF  DBTRIHT,  MICH. 

1.*  I  live  In  Detroit  wIilcU  contalas  An  estimated  populatloa  of  125^.  Th«  SUt« 
census  of  1S74Kave  101^5. 

2,  About  1,900.  'J'he  sutjolned  table,  coniptled  from  the  reports  of  the  snperfn- 
tondentsof  the  various  cemeteries  of  the  ctty.  now  on  file  la  tho  office  of  thecit^ 
clerk,  fiirnlitaes  the  most  reliable  Information,  available  at  present,  In  regard  to  tbe 
number  of  deaths  with  their  causes. 
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TABLE  C,—  The  yumber  of  Persons,  by  stated  Periods  of  Age  and  at  all  Ages^  Buried 
in  Detroit  during  the  Tear,  and  in  each  Month,  of  the  Tear  1878. 


AOB8  IK  YSAR8. 

All  ages 

Under  1 

lto« 

StoS 

ato4 

4  to  6 

StolO 

10  to  90 

fOtoOO 

90 and  upwards... 

Stm.bom. 

Unknown 


NUMBBR  BUBISD,  MONTHS  A 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

Apr. 

Maj. 

JancL 

Jaly. 

Aof. 

135 

148 

147 

174 

161 

156 

230 

186 

88 

89 

80 

80 

19 

33 

106 

65 

0 

It 

0 

15 

13 

9 

19 

29 

13 

3 

8 

10 

13 

7 
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3 

4 

2 

8 

3 

4 

5 

3 

2 

7 

5 

3 

8 

10 

6 

6 

7 

10 
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0 

17 

9 

6 

25 

28 

43 

28 

25 

86 

16 

24 

SI 

34 

27 

31 

36 

36 

40 

27 

13 

11 

0 

12 

8 

14 

13 

13 

5 

2 

4 

18 

10 

11 

16 

3 

Sept. 


150 


38 

17 

1 

3 

8 

7 

9 

39 

21 

15 


Oct 

Nor. 

Dwk 

133 

135 

155 

20 

19 

29 

7 

9 

5 

10 

3 

7 

2 

8 

6 

14 

11 

5 

35 

80 

80 

17 

12 

14 

20 

1 

2 

4 

1878. 

1,909 

464 

158 

87 

63 

43 

87 

90 

859 

340 

149 

75 


3.  Citj  of  Detroit,  unless  otherwise  stated. 

4.  Less;  probably  40  per  cent.  There  was  comparatively  little  sickness  for  the 
number  of  deaths. 

6.  Less  by  about  15  to  20  per  cent.  Notwithstanding:  the  increase  of  population  of 
the  city,  the  mortality  in  1878  was  less  than  in  any  of  the  six  preceding  years,  the. 
excess  of  these  years  over  I87S  being  481, 597, 477, 412, 308,  and  196  respectively.— 5m 
Table. 

6.  Whooping-cough  in  the  beginning  of  the  year,  and  sore  throat  during  the  cold 
months. 

7.  I  cannot  trace  the  cause  except  in  whooping-cough,  which  had  a  fair  field,  the 
disease  not  having  been  prevalent  for  some  time. 

8.  All  except  those  mentioned  in  answer  ^6*'  above. 

9.  Better  sanitary  condition,  possibly  the  hard  times,  by  compelling  people  to  live 
on  plainer  food. 

10.  Apoplexy,  old  age,  scarlatina,  and  whooping-cough,  as  shown  by  the  table. 
The  discrepancy  between  answers  ^^6^*  and  "^10''  is  apparent  rather  than  real.  The 
diseases  mentioned  in  '^O*'  were  prevalent  without  many  deaths,  while  from 
those  named  in  **  10**  there  were  deaths  without  so  great  a  prevalence  of  the  diseases. 
Last  winter  there  were  very  many  cases  of  sore  throat  (so-called  diphtheria),  but 
very  few  deaths  resulted.  In  very  cold  or  severe  weather  the  mortality  from  ^old 
age,**  is  often  high  with  very  little  sickness.  The  mortality  and  amount  of  sickness 
varies  very  much. 

11.  The  increase  is  so  trifling,  the  cause  is  probably  accidental.  There  has  been  no 
epidemic  during  the  year. 

12.  Disease  of  the  brain,  convulsions,  cholera  infantum,  diarrhea,  dysentery, 
typhoid  fever,  measles,  and  small-pox. — See  Table. 

13.  From  cholera  infantum,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  typhoid  fever,  to  favorable 
season,  and  a  change  of  location  of  the  receiving  basin  of  the  water- works.  The 
receiving  basin  was  so  situated  that  sewage  and  other  deleterious  substance  were  at 
times  forced  into  the  distributing  pipes.  The  receiving  basin  is  now  above  the  out- 
let of  the  sewers.  The  decrease  in  the  number  of  cases  of  convulsions  is  probably 
due  to  the  less  amount  of  gastro-intestinal  diseases,  and  hence,  in  part  to  the  water- 
supply.  From  small-pox,  to  vaccination;  a  year  ago  last  summer  small-pox  might 
be  found  in  almost  every  part  of  the  city.  Physicians  were  sent  at  public  expense 
to  vaccinate  all  who  required  it.  The  physicians  had  scarcely  completed  their  work 
when  the  disease  subsided,  and  no  case  has  since  been  reported,  so  far  as  I  can  learn. 

14.  None. 
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15,*  Yellow  fever,  one  case,  imported  from  the  south. 

16.  No  small-pox  reported.  The  table  of  interments  furnishes  as  reliable  data  as 
are  available  for  the  others,  although  the  number  of  deaths  varies  very  much  In 
different  seasons  from  a  given  amount  of  sickness.  This  season  the  death-rate  is 
high  compared  with  the  amount  of  siclcness. 

17.  Small-pox. 

18.  I  have  no  reliable  information. 

19.  One  case.  Came  from  the  South.  Not  able  to  learn  the  exact  time  between 
leaving  the  infected  region  till  the  onset  of  disease. 

20.  Have  seen  no  case  simulating  yellow  fever  nor  other  unusual  fever. 

21.  No. 

24.  Not  so  far  as  observed. 

25-31.  There  was  some  disease  among  cattle,  but  chiefly  among  those  fed  on  dis- 
tillery food.    I  have  not  reliable  data  for  these  questions. 

32.  SUMMARY,  for  1878,  of  certain  Meteorological  Conditions  at  Woodmere  Cemetery, 
near  Detroit,  Michigan,  compiled  from  Observations  made  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Htggtns, 
Superintendent  of  the  Cemetery. 


YEAR 

AND 

MONTHS, 

187& 


Year 


Janaary 

Fehniary. . 

March 

April 

May 

Jnne 

July 

August 

September. 
October.... 
NoTember.. 
December.. 


ATerage 

Atmoe- 

pheric 

Pree. 

sure,* 

Tempi&attbk,  Degrees  F. 

HuMiDirr  or 
AmoepB  BKB. 

OXOICK.' 

Per 

Cent 

of 

Clond- 

ilMM.b 

BalB 
and 

Melt, 
cd 

Snow, 

Inch- 
ea. 

ATer- 
age. b 

Rlgb. 
ette 

Low- 
est  e 

c 

iS 

Rela. 
tlTe.d 

Abao- 
Inte.t 

7A.9f. 

to 

2  P.M. 

Might, 
9p.  K 

to 
7a.  Sf. 

29.320 

48.61 

97 

-14 

111 

76 

3w68 

4.69 

4.47 

61 

42.23 

29.381 

26.53 

49" 

o' 

49 

77 

1.58 

6.00 

6.23 

70 

2.47 

29.307 

2a82 

5l" 

-14' 

78 

L61 

&46 

6.26 

63 

8168 

29.299 

40.84 

70' 

18'« 

62 

79 

2.69 

6.94 

6.18 

63 

6.10 

29.151 

62.70 

7*" 

»' 

45 

71 

8.60 

6.37 

6.6S 

63 

3.04 

29.294 

55.43 

79'" 

«." 

49 

68 

8.84 

&19 

6.19 

45 

&10 

29.302 

64.49 

92" 

85* 

57 

71 

6.09 

4.63 

407 

88 

2.19 

29.3U 

72.95 

97" 

on" 

47 

77 

&«6 

8.82 

2.61 

42 

7.04 

29.271 

69.77 

90* 

«" 

45 

n 

&17 

8.26 

2.23 

27 

2.85 

29.432 

63.70 

8i' 

M- 

51 

79 

6.49 

8.07 

2L73 

41 

4.10 

29.361 

60.06 

80* 

S5" 

55 

78 

8.43 

8.81 

8.94 

46 

8.00 

29.366 

87.63 

B5" 

18' 

87 

77 

2.S6 

4.07 

8.89 

66 

2.63 

29.333 

2SL30 

«' 

-«" 

44 

82 

L44 

4.16 

484 

76 

a6S 

lkiJ9 
Rain 

or 
Bnoiw 
TalL 


166 


13 
13 
T» 
14 
13 
11 
12 
11 
11 
13 
13 
22 


•  Reduced  to  32<*  F.  (not  reduced  to  sea  level) ;  average  of  8  daily  observatione,  at  7  A.  M.,  2  P.  K. 
and  9  P.  M.    Iligbest  barometer,  7  A.  M.,  Sept.  27, 29.88  in. 

b  Average  of  3  daily  observations,  at  7  A.  M.,  2  P.  M.,  and  9  P.  H. 

«  By  registering  thermometers.  The  small  figures  above  and  at  the  right  of  the  numbers  denoting 
the  highest  or  the  lowest  temperature  denote  the  day  of  the  month  on  which  the  highest  or  the 
lowest  temperature  occurred. 

A  Per  cent  of  saturation;  average  of  3  daily  observations. 

•  Grains  of  vapor  in  a  cubic  foot  of  air;  average  of  8  daily  observations. 

f  Average  degrees  of  coloration,  on  a  scale  of  10  (maximum),  of  Schonbein*s  test-paper. 

Highest  barometer,  7  A.  M.  Sept.  27th,  29.880;  lowest,  2  P.  M.  Dec.  10th,  28.639. 
Highest  temperature,  July  17th,  97-  Fah. ;  lowest, Feb.  3d,— 14*  Fah.— H:iximum  veloc^ 
ity  of  wind,  Sept.  25th,  50  miles  an  hour.— -Heaviest  rain-storm,  Oct.  25th,  26th,  and 
27th,  1.62  inches.— Heaviest  snow-storm,  Jan.  11th,  11  inches.— Latest  frost  injurious 

•  The  figures  beginninic  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
pages  150-176  of  this  Report.    On  iiages  150-179  is  printed  a  sumnmry  of  the  replies. 
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to  vefi^etation.  May  13th;  earliest,  Oct.  13th.— Extreme  oscillation  of  barometer, 
1.283  in.— Extreme  TM\ge  of  temperature.  111*  Fah.— Mean  temperature,  1*  Fah. 
above  the  mean  for  a  series  of  years. — Rainfall  12.15  in.  more. 

42.  The  speedy  suppression  of  small-pox  by  systematic  vaccination,  so  beautifully 
exemplified  in  1877  in  this  city,  su^^gests  the  possibility  of  keeping  this  loathsome 
disease  almost,  if  not  entirely,  in  abeyance.  *Tis  true  nearly  all  In  the  city  had  been 
vaccinated  (?),  in  most  cases  with  humanized  virus,  and  in  many  cases  by  others  than 
physicians;  and  in  all  cases  where  a  sore  was  produced,  protection  against  variola 
was  supposed  to  be  secured.  Our  school  board  established  a  rule  that  a  child  could 
not  be  admitted  to  the  public  school  without  a  certificate  from  a  physician  that  the 
person  was  properly  vaccinated.  Under  this  rule  I  examined  a  great  number  of 
children,  and  though  it  may  be  impossible  to  determine  in  everv  case  the  character 
of  the  scar  found,  there  were  very  many  whose  arms  presented  none  of  the  usual 
characteristics  of  the  vaccination.  From  this  I  infer  that  there  are  many  who  deem 
themselves  duly  protected  while  they  carry  nothing  more  than  scars  from  the 
wounds  of  the  instruments  used  by  the  vaccinators.  It  Is  not  easy  in  a  free  country 
to  compel  people  to  be  vaccinated,  but  much  might  be  done  by  the  recommenda- 
tions of  those  high  in  authority,  say  the  State  Board  of  Health,  to  induce  all  people 
to  have  their  children  vaccinated  with  bovine  virus. 

As  in  previous  reports  of  this  kind,  data  are  not  so  reliable  as  could  be  desired, 
and  in  some  respects  are  so  limited  that  mere  conjecture  is  all  that  can  be  furnished. 
There  are  a  number  of  questions  omitted,  as  I  have  not  reliable  information  on  these 
points.    Hoping  those  given  may  be  of  service,  I  remain, 

Yours  truly, 

441  Sixth  8t^  Detroit,  Wayne  Co.,  Feb.^  1879.  W.  H.  ROUSE,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BY  ROBEBT  JOHNSTON,  M.  D.,  OF  IflLFORD,  MICH. 

!♦.  1,600. 
2.12. 

3.  Village  of  Milford,  Mich.,  and  country  for  six  miles  out  in  every  direction. 

4.  I  think  It  was  about  8  per  cent  greater. 
6.  About  8  to  10  per  cent  greater. 

6.  Diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  and  sun-stroke. 

7.  The  excessive  hot  weather  caused  one  death  from  sun-stroke  and  several  cases  of 
sun-stroke. 

8.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 
9. . 

10.  Diphtheria,  typhoid  fever,  and  sun-stroke. 

11.  I  know  of  no  cause. 
12  and  13. . 

14.  Diphtheria  January  14  to  February  10,  also  November  5  to  December  28, 1878; 
typhoid  fever  August  9  to  October  1, 1878,  unusually  high.  Considering  the  number 
of  cases  of  typhoid  fever  and  diphtheria  occurring  here  during  1878,1  think  more 
than  the  usual  number  proved  fataL 

16. . 

16.  Of  small-pox,  0 ;  of  cholera,  0 ;  of  scarlet  fever,  4 ;  of  typhol  d  fever,  4 ;  of  measles, 
0;  of  whooping-cough,  about  60;  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  0;  of  diphtheria,  31. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  measles,  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  January:  Intermittent   fever,  Infiuenza,   bronchitis,  pneumonia,  diphtheria, 

scarlet  fever,  rheumatism,  and  typhoid  fever. 

February:  Intermittent  fever,  influenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  diphtheria, 
scarlet  fever,  rheumatism,  and  typhoid  fever. 

March:  Intermittent  fever,  infiuenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  and 
scarlet  fever. 

April:  Intermittent  fever,  influenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  scarlet  fever,  rheu- 
matism, and  membraneous  croup. 

May:  Intermittent  fever,  influenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  rheumatism. 

June:  Intermittent  fever,  influenza,  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  rheumatism. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  influenza,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  sun- 
stroke. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  dysentery,  diarrhea,  cholera-morbus, 
typhoid  fever,  and  cholera  infantum. 

September:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrliea,  dysentery,  whooping-cough,  typhoid 
fever,  and  bronchitis. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  whooping-cough, 
erysipelas,  and  typhoid  fever. 
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November:  Whooping-cough,  intermittent  fever,  diphtheria,  dysentery,  bron- 
chitis, and  rlieumatism. 

December:  Whooping-cough,  intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  diphtheria,  rheu- 
matism, influenza,  and  pneumonia. 

19.  No. 

20.  No  cases  of  fever  in  any  way  simulating  yellow  fever  have  occurredi^In  this 
vicinity. 

21,22,23,  24.  No. 

25.  No  unusual  diseases  prevailed  among  animals. 

26.  No  complaint  of  any  of  the  diseases  mentioned. 

27.  Very  good. 

28.  No. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Less. 

31.  About  as  usual. 

32  to  42.  I  have  no  data  from  which  to  maice  an  intelligible  answer. 

Respectfully, 
MiJfi>rd,  Oakland  Co,,  Mich.,  March  14, 1879.  ROBERT  JOHNSTON. 

REPLIES  BT  J.  H.  SWIFT,  H.  D.,  OF  NORTHYILLE,  MICH. 

1.*  2,500  in  whole  territory,  900  in  Northville. 

2.  Whole  district,  22;  in  village,  13. 

3.  The  locality  from  which  this  report  is  made  embraces  the  village  of  Northville 
and  contiguous  portions  of  the  townships  of  Plymouth  and  Livonia,  in  Wayne 
county;or  Farraington,  Novi,  and  Lyon,  in  Oakland  county;  and  Salem,  in  Washte- 
naw county.  Estimated  population  of  the  district,  2,500;  of  this  number,  about  900 
are  in  the  village. 

4.  About  the  average. 

5.  Deaths,  22;  average  for  5  previous  years,  28.4.  Deaths  in  village,  13;  average 
for  6  years,  12.2. 

6.  None. 
7. . 

8.  Diphtheria  and  typhoid  type  of  fevers  less  than  for  two  previous  years. 
9. . 

10.  Nothing  especial,  unless  4  cases  of  whooping-cough  with  croup,  T  case  neural- 
gia of  heart,  1  congestive  chill,  which  were  unusual  for  this  vicinity. 

11.  . 

12.  Old  age,  sudden  death,  and  typhoid  fever. 

13.  Typhoid  fever  did  not  prevail. 

14.  . 

15.  None,  except  as  stated  in  answer  10. 

16  and  17.  I  cannot  accurately, — of  small-pox,  none;  of  cholera,  none;  of  scarlet 
fever,  5  or  6;  of  typhoid  fever,  2  or  3;  of  measles,  none;  of  whooping-cough,  30;  of 
cerebrospinal  meningitis,  none;  of  diphtheria,  none  of  real  form. 

18.  January :  (1.)  Influenza,  (2.)  rheumatism,  (3.)  bronchitis. 
February:  (1.)  Influenza,  (2.)  scarlatina,  (3.)  bronchitis,  (4.)  enteritis. 
March:  Malarial  type  to  everything,  and  l>owel  diflSculty  of  some  kind  simu- 
lating enteritis  and  dyspepsia. 

^prj/;  Intermitting  fever,  mumps,  bronchitis;   with   pulmonary  difllculties 

commencing  in  March,  and  increasing  in  all  forms  during  April  and  into  May. 
May:  Mostly  Intermitting  fever,  catarrh,  and  influenza. 
June:  Intermitting  fever  and  some  typho-malarial  fever. 
July:  Malarial  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  whooping-cough. 
August:  Whooping-cough,  remittent  fever,  intermittent  fever,  and  some  bowel 

complaints. 
September :  I  was  absent  from  the  State,  and  have  no  record. 
October:  Typho-malarial  fever, intermittent  fever, and  remittent  fever, all  very 

mild  type. 
November:  Nearly  the  same  as  October, with  whooping-cough  and  neuralgia 

during  last  of  the  month. 
December:  Influenza,^' mongrel^  diphtheria,  and  whooping-cough. 

19.  No. 
20. . 

*  The  flgnres  beglnnlDg  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circnlar  29  (printed  In  smaller  type),  <m 
pages  150-176  of  this  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150-179. 
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21.  No. 
23,23. 


24.  ''Stomach  trouble"  was  a  common  complaint;  but  nothing  Bovere,  as  stated 
above  for  March. 

25.  No  knowledp^c. 
20.  I  knew  of  none. 

27.  Good,  except  some  cases  where  wheat  was  *^  almost**  grown. 

28.  I  think  not. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  1  do  not  know. 

31.  Abont  usual  condition. 

32.  I  have  not  sufficient  data  to  do  so. 
33, 34,  35,  . 

36.  About  2yi  feet,  I  think,  and  not  a  variable  amount  of  water,  to  any  great 
extent. 

37.  From  30  to  50  feet,  in  strata  of  gravel  upon  strata  of  blue  clay.  The  south- 
erly portion,  towards  river-bank,  nearest  surface,  and  as  you  go  northerly  the  depth 
increases.  On  the  south  and  westerly  parts  of  the  village  there  are  very  large  foun- 
tains constantly  Ho  wing,  probably  from  same  supply  as  the  water  in  the  wellB. 

38.  Not  much  variation. 
39  and  40. . 

41.  Nothing  worthy  of  note  in  character  or  communicablHty  of  the  diseases  during 
the  year.  Kespectfnlly, 

ITorthviUe,  Wayne  Co^  Mich^  May,  1879.  J.  M.  SWIFT. 

REPLIES  BT  W.  a.  ELLIOTT,  M.  D.,  OP  PONTIAC,  HIGH. 

1.  Number  of  inhabitants,  4,000. 

2.  Deaths,  50. 

3.  6  square  miles,  2x3,  area  of  city. 

4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14,  and  15.    Sickness  and  deaths  about  the  same  as  the 
average;  no  unusual  prevalence  of  disease  or  mortality. 

16.  Of  scarlet  fever,  8;  of  typhoid  fever,  6;  of  diphtheria,  3. 

17.  WhoopingHCough,  cholera, small-pox,  measles,  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  JaitiMiry  .*  Broncliitis,  influenza,  rheumatism,  scarlatina,  and  diphtheria. 
Febmary:  Bronchitis,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  intermittent  fever,  and  typhoid 

fever  (enteric). 

March:  Bronchitis,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  influenza,  intermittent  fever,  ty*- 
phoid  fever  (enteric),  and  pulmonary  consumption. 

April:  Bronchitis,  influenza,  rheumatism,  intermittent  fever,  erysipelas,  and 
diarrhea. 

May:  Bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  pneumonia,  erysipelas,  and 
diarrhea. 

June:  Intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  and  diarrhea. 

July:  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantum. 

Auguel:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera 
morbus,  and  cholera  infantum. 

September:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  chol- 
era morbus. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  dysenterv,  and  influenza. 

November:  Intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  bronchitis,  influenza,  and  pneu- 
monia. 

December :  Bronchitis,  rheumatism,  influenza,  pneumonia,  and  intermittent 
fever. 

19.  None. 

20.  None. 
21,22,23,24.  No. 

25.  None. 

26.  Wheat,  where  there  was  a  great  growth  of  straw,  was  in  a  few  instances  rustr. 

27.  Wheat  was  not  as  dry  or  as  flt  for  grinding,  immediately  after  harvest  as  in 
some  seasons. 

28.  No. 

29.  Wheat  threshed  immediately  after  harvest  not  quite  dry. 

30.  Not  more  than  usual. 

31.  No. 

32.  No  observation  made. 
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33, 34,  and  35.  Not  observed. 

36.  Our  wells  are  subject  to  but  little  variation  during  the  year;  usually  3  to  5  feet 
of  water. 

37.  Variable.  While  we  have  a  few  wells  that  flow,  others  are  from  20  to  30  feet 
deep;  a  few  are  90  feet  deep. 

38, 39,  and  40.  The  depth  of  wells  is  so  variable  that  it  is  not  possible  to  estimate^ 
as  stated  in  37. 

Yours  respectfully, 
JPontiac,  Oakland  Co.,  Mich.,  February,  1879,  W.  G.  ELLIOTT. 

REPLIES  BY  WELLINGTON  CARLETON,  M.  D.,  OF  TRENTON,  MICHIGAN. 

!.•  About  1,000. 

2.  10. 

3.  About  two  miles  north,  then  three  west  and  south,  and  lower  %  Grosse  Isle  oi> 
the  east. 

4.  Greater,  about  25  per  cent. 

5.  About  the  same  as  the  averag^e. 

6.  Malarial  diseases  and  scarlet  fever. 

7.  I  cannot,  except  contas^ion  in  scarlet  fever. 

8.  Other  diseases,  excepting  those  mentioned  in  answer  C,  about  the  same  as  in 
previous  years. 

9. . 

10.  Scarlet  fever.  The  form  of  scarlet  fever  was  very  light;  but  previous  to  tho 
fall  of  1877  and  spring  of  1878  we  have  had  none  here  for  several  years. 

11.  1  cannot. 

12.  Typhoid  fever. 

13.  Perhaps  to  better  drainage. 

14.  No  high  rate  of  mortality,  and  very  low  rate  among  scarlet  fever  patients.  I 
think  only  two  children  died  of  scarlet  fever  in  this  vicinity  during  the  year  1878; 
one  died  March  6,  the  other,  I  think,  in  February,  so  that  for  all  the  other  months 
the  rate  was  0.  I  presume  there  were  two  hundred  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  this 
vicinitv,  many  of  which  were  not  seen  by  any  physician. 

15.  No  unusual  disease,  except  scarlet  fever. 

16.  Of  small-pox,  none;  of  cholera,  none ;  of  scarlet  fever,  very  many;  of  typh<^d 
fever,  2;  of  measles.  1;  of  whooping-cough,  many;  of  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  none; 
of  diphtheria,  2. 

17.  See  answer  16. 

18.  I  cannot  now. 

19.  I  have  not. 

30.  No  such  cases  have  appeared  that  I  am  aware  of. 
21.  I  did  not. 
22, 23. . 

24.  1  did  not  notice  that  it  was. 

25.  Horse  distemper  prevailed  nearly  all  the  spring  and  fall;  in  several  instances 
during  the  fall  it  terminated  in  inflammation  of  the  lungs,  which  proved  very  fatal. 

26.  Kust  appeared  about  Julyl  in  Clawson  variety  of  wheat;  also  rot  in  grapes 
about  the  9th  of  August,  wliich  destroyed  about  one-half  the  crop. 

27.  All  were  in  good  condition,  except  Clawson  wheat,  which  had  to  lie  some  time 
to  harden  or  season. 

28.  No, 

29.  Yes,  with  the  exception  of  the  Clawson  variety. 

30.  About  the  usual  amount. 

31.  Less. 

32, 33,  34,  and  35.  I  cannot  answer. 

36.  In  April  and  May,  about  full ;  in  June,  K  to  ^  Aill,  say  from  10  ft.  to  14  ft.  of 
water;  in  July,  Ji  to  jj^  full,  say  from  5  to  10  ft.  of  water;  In  Aug.,  ii^^H  ^al^  8*7 
from  2  to  5  ft.  of  water;  in  Sept.,  ^  full,  5  ft.  of  water;  in  Oct.,  ^  full,  7  ft.  of  water; 
Nov.  and  Dec,  ^  full,  about  15  ft.  of  watf  r;  in  Jan.,  Feb.,  and  March,  ^  full,  about  10 
ft.  of  water. 

37.  Wells  average  from  15  to  25  feet  in  depth;  the  average  depth  or  elevation  of 
land  above  water  line  of  river  is  about  15  feet. 

38.  See  36  and  37. 

39.  40.  1  cannot  say. 

*The  fienres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  tjpe)»on 
pages  150-176  of  this  Report.     A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  100-179L 
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For  information  in  regard  to  questions  from  25  to  40,  inclusive,  I  am  indebted 
to  Hr.  James  H.  Yreeland. 

HesDectfullv 
Trenton,  Wayne  Co.,  September  8, 1879.  WELLINGTON  CARLETON. 

REPUES  BT  ALBERT  TATE8,  M.  D.,  OP  WASHINGTON,  MICH. 

3.  South  half  of  Washington,  North  half  of  Shelby,  and  contiguous  parts  of  the 
townships  of  Ray  and  Macomb  of  Macomb  county,  and  eastern  part  of  the  town  of 
Oakland,  Oakland  county. 

4.  The  Tear  1878  was  a  healthy  one,  sickness  being  probably  25  per  cent  less  than 
in  each  of  the  preceding  3  years. 

6.  About  the  average  number ;  less  than  the  average  number  of  young  persons  died, 
and  a  greater  than  the  average  number  of  adults. 

6.  Erysipelas  and  septlciemia. 

7.  I  can  assirn  no  cause  but  low  vitality. 

8.  Malarial  diseases,  scarlatina,  diphtheria,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  and  pneumonia, 
were  less  than  usually  prevalent. 

9.  I  do  not  know. 

10.  Erysipelas,  septicaemia,  and  meningitis. 

11.  Low  vitality  and  epidemic  influences. 

12.  See  answer  8. 

14.  Meningitis  in  March,  erysipelas  in  April,  septioemia  in  May,  mortality  high 
in  each;  in  diarrhea,  dysentery,  etc.,  the  mortality  was  lower  than  usual. 

15.  Meningitis  in  March,  erysipelas  (phlegmonous)  in  April,  septicsemia  in  May, 
apoplexy  in  Jiay,  and  ovarian  dropsy  in  June. 

16.  Of  scarlatina,  3  cases,  none  fatal ;  of  typhoid  fever,  4  cases,  none  fatal ;  of  phleg« 
monous  erysipelas,  4  cases,  2  fatal;  of  whooping-cough,  probably  40  cases;  of  measles 
and  diphtheria,  probably  6  cases,  only  one  of  which  was  serious,  and  none  fatal. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  and  cerebro-spinal  meningitis. 

18.  The  answers  to  this  question  are  drawn  from  memory  up  to  the  first  of  April, 

afterwards  they  are  taken  from  the  disease  record : — 

January :  Influenza,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  dyspepsia,  fevers,  etc 

February :  As  January,  with  the  addition  oi  neuralgia. 

March  :  Rheumatism,  bronchitis,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  meningitis. 
'  April:  Pharyngitis,  rheumatism,  influenza,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  and 
erysipelas. 

May:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  diphtheria,  erysipelas,  and 
septicaemia. 

June:  Bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  influenza,  whooping-cough, 
and  pharyngitis. 

July:  Eczema,  whooping-cough,  diarrhea,  intermittent  fever,  dyspepsia,  bron- 
chitis, rheumatism,  and  remittent  fever. 

August :  Bronchitis,  diarrhea,  eczema,  intermittent  fever,  dyspepsia,  dysentery, 
whooping-cough,  rheumatism,  and  remittent  fever. 

September  :  Diarrhea,  bronchitis,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  rheuma- 
tism, influenza,  dysentery,  scarlatina,  dyspepsia,  and  typho-malarial  fever. 

October:  Dyspepsia,  rheumatism,  diarrhea,  intermittent  fever,  lironchitls, 
cerebral  hyperaemia,  influenza,  dysentery,  remittent  fever, intermittent  fever, 
and  typhoid  fever. 

November :  Bronchitis,  rheumatism,  dyspepsia,  influenza,  diphtheria,  neuralgia, 
typho-malarial  fever,  and  erysipelas. 

December :  Broncliitis,  rheumatism,  neuralgia,  dyspepsia,  influenza,  diphtheria, 
intermittent  fever,  typho-malarial  fever,  and  erysipelas. 
10.  No. 

20.  I  have  had  no  cases  resembling  it;  the  nearest  were  a  few  cases  of  obstinate 
Jaundice  in  the  month  of  December. 

21.  No. 

24.  I  don^t  remember,  and  I  have  no  record  of  diseases  for  that  period. 

25.  I  have  no  positive  knowledge.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  epizoOty 
prevailed  among  horses  slightly. 

26.  Rot,  rust,  and  smut. 

27.  Fair. 

28.  Corn  and  oats. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  About  the  usual  proportion. 


230 


STATE  BOAKD  OF  HEAIiTH— REPORT  OF  SECRETARY,  1879. 


31.  About  08  usual. 

32.  J  have  no  data  at  my  disposal  except  for  the  period  from  September  11  till 
December  31,  and  which  are  as  follows: — 

SUMMARY  of  certain  Meteorological  Conditions  at  Washington^  Macomb  Co^  Michigan^ 

from  September  11  to  December  31^  1878, 


MONTHS, 

Temperature,— Degrees  F. 

Barometer,— 

Reduced  to 

82*  P. 

PreraUing 
Wind!. 

Bain 

and 

Melted 

Snow,  in 

Inchca. 

Clond- 

Inoii.— 

Per 

Cent. 

Oioirc,— 
Aymuoc 

1878. 

Highest. 

Loweit. 

Range. 

Arer. 
age. 

Daj. 

Night 

September 

October 

November 

December 

84 
76 
63 
39 

40 
25 
19 

4 

44 

61 
34 
35 

69.6 
49.7 
87.7 
23.3 

S.  E.  to  W. 
W. 

N.  to  W. 

N.  W.  to 
8.W. 

2.47 
L80 
2.70 
8.85 

40 

5L74 
60.85 
85.07 

8.00 
4.0 
4.17 
4.20 

100 

28.093 
29.091 
29.053 

4.25 
4.50 
456 

36.  About  four  feet. 

37.  8  feet  to  10  feet,  cast  and  south-east,  and  25  feet  to  30  feet,  to  the  north  and 
north-west. 

38.  I  cannot  answer,  owing  to  lack  of  observation. 

39.  March. 

40.  August. 

Washington,  Macomb  Co,,  March,  1879.  ALBERT  TATES. 

REPLIES  BY  E.  P.  CHRISTIAN,  M.  D.,  OF  WYANDOTTE,  MICH. 

1.  About  3,000. 

2.  Estimated  at  from  40  to  50. 

3.  City  of  Wyandotte. 

4.  Greater. 

5.  Ratio  of  deatiis  about  as  usual. 

6.  In  my  own  practice,  consumption  and  typhoid  fever. 

7.  The  unusual  heat  and  moisture  combined,  of  the  summer,  undoubtedly  increased 
the  amount  of  sickness  and  depressed  the  vital  powers  of  those  with  chronic  ailments, 
as  consumption. 

8.  The  contagious  exanthemata  generally. 
9. . 

10.  As  stated  in  answer  to  6,  consumption  and  typhoid  fever. 

11.  Depressing  effects  of  the  peculiarities  of  the  summer. 

12.  From  contagious  exanthemata. 

13.  Non-prevalence  of  the  diseases. 

14.  None  with  unusually  high  or  low  rate  of  mortality. 

15.  None  of  unusual  occurrence. 

16.  Small-pox,  none;  cholera,  none;  scarlet  fever,  sporadic  cases  occurring  from 
Jan.  to  May;  under  my  observation,  in  three  months,  15  cases;  none  observed  from 
May  to  Nov.  In  Nov.  it  made  its  appearance  in  one  school  district  in  adjoining 
township,  in  an  epidemic  form  and  of  great  severity.  In  Nov.  and  Dec  I  saw  15 
cases,  all  originating  in  the  school  of  that  district.  Typhoid  fever,  from  March  to 
Doc;  1  observed  10  cases,  two-thirds  of  them  in  September,  October,  and  November. 
Measles,  none;  whooping-cough,  a  few  cases  in  September;  cerebro-spinal  meningitis, 
none;  diphtheria,  a  few  mild  cases  from  May  to  Nov.;  erysipelas,  several  cases  in 
March,  May,  and  July;  puerperal  fever,  three  cases  in  1878;  chicken-pox,  a  few  cases 
in  April. 

17.  Small-pox,  cholera,  and  measles  did  not  come  under  my  notice. 

18.  January:  Influenza,  intermittent   fever,   bronchitis,   consumption,    tonsilitis, 

puerperal  fever,  rheumatism,  and  scarlet  fever. 
February:  Scarlet  fever,  intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rheu- 
matism, cholera  morbus,  erysipelas,  and  tonsilitis. 

*The  flgnres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  29  (printed  in  smaller  type),  on 
Iiagct  160-176  of  this  Report.    A  summary  of  the  replies  is  printed  on  pages  150^179. 
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March:  Intermittent  fever,  rheumatism,  consumption,  scarlet  fever, and  diar- 
rhea. 

April:  Intermittent  fever,  consumption,  rheumatism,  remittent  fever,  scarlet 
fever,  croup,  and  puerperal  fever. 

May:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  diarrhea,  pneumonia,  remittent  fever, 
scarlet  fever,  consumption,  erysipelas,  and  typho-malarial  fever. 

June:  Intermittent  fever, bronchitis, typho-malarial  fever, pneumonia,  remit* 
tent  fever,  diarrhea,  and  consumption. 

July :  Intermittent  fever,  diarrhea,  remittent  fever,  cholera  morbus,  dysentery, 
erysipelas,  consumption,  typho-malarial  lever,  and  rheumatism. 

August:  Intermittent  fever,  remitting  fever,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera  mor- 
bus, cholera  infantum,  and  consumption. 

September:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  diarrhea,  whooping-cough, 
dysentery,  consumption,  cholera  infantum,  rheumatism,  cholera  morbus, 
typho-malarial  fever,  and  typho-enteric  fever. 

October:  Intermittent  fever,  remittent  fever,  cholera  morbus,  diarrhea, diph- 
theria, bronchitis,  typho-malarial  fever,  typho-enteric  fever,  dysentery,  and 
consumption. 

ybvember:  Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  typho-enteric  fever,  consumption, 
diphtheria,  diarrhea,  dysentery,  pneumonia,  and  scarlet  fever. 

December :  Bronchitis,  scarlet  fever, influenza, intermittent  fever,  typho-enteric 
fever,  consumption,  remitting  fever,  and  diphtheria. 
19.  None. 
20. . 

21.  The  ordinary  endemic  fevers  were  of  a  severer  type  and  more  general,  and 
there  were  more  of  a  typho-malarial  type  and  typho-enteric 

22.  No  such  case  under  my  observation. 
23. . 

24.  I  think  not. 

25.  The  so-called  epIzoOty  among  horses  prevailed  to  some  extent  throughout  the 
year;  but  not  as  an  epidemic.  In  the  spring  there  was  a  good  deal  of  mortality 
among  chickens,  but  the  nature  of  the  distemper  I  do  not  know. 

26.  Potato-rot  very  generally  in  this  locality. 

27.  Inferior  condition  generally  from  ripening  too  fast. 

28.  Not  that  I  can  learn. 

29.  Yes. 

30.  Larger  proportion. 

31.  Less  than  usually. 

32.  Unusually  hot  and  wet  summer,  following  an  unusually  mild  winter. 

33.  I  have  no  record  to  enable  me  to  give  a  sufficiently  accurate  report  on  this 
point. 

34.  In  no  month. 

35.  In  Spring  and  Summer  months. 

36.  I  cannot  say ;  but  wells  which  have  heretofore  become  dry  in  Summer,  the  past 
year  contained  a  good  supply  the  year  through. 

37.  From  12  inches  in  some  parts  to  as  many  feet  in  other  parts. 

38.  I  have  no  records  on  this  point. 

39.  In  the  Spring  and  in  November. 

40.  Not  at  any  time. 
41  and  42.  . 

WyandoUe,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  Jan.  30, 2S79.  E.  P.  CHRISTIAN,  M.  D. 

Some  statemeuts  iu  the  preceding  replies  seem  worthy  of  a  more  extended 
notice  than  thoy  received  in  the  summary  at  the  beginning  of  the  article.  Dr. 
Gaalkins,  of  Thornville,  states,  page  198,  that  influenza  was  uunsaally  preva- 
lent in  1878.  In  reply  to  question  18,  he  places  it  first  in  order  of  prevalence 
for  the  months  of  February,  June,  July,  September.  October,  November  and 
December.  Ue  also  states  that  the  cause  of  the  disease  is  not  known.  But 
his  replies  suggest  at  least  two  possible  causes.  In  reply  to  questions  26-31, 
he  states  that  crops  generally,  and  hay  especially,  were  affected  with  various 
kinds  of  fungi.  It  is  believed  that  the  spores  of  fungi,  as  mechanical  irritants 
in  the  nose,  throat,  and  air  passages,  perhaps  also  in  some  cases  by  chemical 
action,  may  cause  influenza.    The  foggy  weather  in  January,  also,  in  connection 
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with  the  cold  weather  daring  part  of  the  month  (0^  F.))  and  the  cold  weather 
of  December,  in  connection  with  the  large  amount  of  ozone  in  November  and 
December,  may  have  caused  the  inflaenza  in  those  months,  respectively. 

Dr.  Oaulkins  also  states,  in  reply  to  questions  8  and  9,  that  pneumonia  was 
decidedly  less  prevalent  in  1878  than  usual,  but  that  with  regard  to  the  cause 
of  its  lessened  prevalence  he  has  no  satisfactory  theory.  Certain  other  facts, 
and  statements  contained  in  his  replies,  should,  however,  be  considered  in  con- 
nection with  this  lessened  prevalence  of  pneumonia.  There  is  evidence  that 
the  months  in  which  the  lessened  prevalence  of  pneumonia  was  most  marked 
were  January,  February,  and  March.  Dr.  Caulkins,  in  reply  to  question  32, 
states  that  these  months  were  mild.  There  is  also  evidence,  in  the  compila- 
tion of  meteorological  reports  for  1878,  printed  on  subsequent  pages  of  this 
Report,  that  the  temperature  of  those  months  was  higher  than  usual.  The 
absolute  humidity  of  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  observations  made  by 
Dr.  Oaulkins,  results  of  which  are  published  for  1878  in  an  article  on  ''The 
Principal  Meteorological  Conditions  in  Michigan  in  1878,"  on  subsequent 
pages  of  this  Report,  and  for  1877  on  page  231  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Report 
(for  1878),  was  greater  in  January,  February,  March,  and  April,  and  in  cer- 
tain other  months  of  1878  than  in  the  corresponding  months  of  1877.  As  in- 
dicated (on  same  pages)  by  the  average  from  observations  at  several  stations 
in  the  State,  the  absolute  humidity  of  the  air  was  greater  in  January,  March, 
and  April,  and  in  certain  other  months  of  1878,  than  in  the  corresponding 
months  of  1877. 
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While  the  necessity  of  the  study  of  this  subject  does  not  particularly  belong 
to  the  people  of  this  State,  yet  we  in  common  with  the  inhabitants  of  all 
countries  where  malarious  forms  of  disease  continue  to  occupy  so  prominent  a 
position  in  the  sick  reports,  are  deeply  interested  in  any  measure  that  will 
tend  to  lessen  their  prevalence  and  mitigate  their  severity. 

Situated  as  we  are,  with  only  about  one-third  of  the  State  below  the  latitude 
of  the  northern  limit  of  malarious  fevers  (45^ N.  lat.),  yet  by  far  the  large  ma- 
jority of  our  population  is  to  be  found  in  this  portion  of  the  State. 

The  forms  of  malarial  disease  which  we  have  had  to  encounter  in  later 
years  have  becti  greatly  mitigated  by  the  improvement  and  cultivation  of  the 
large  portion  of  the  occupied  portion  of  the  State,  and  do  not  in  any  degree 
compare  as  a  general  rule  with  the  more  intense  and  virulent  fevers  found  in 
the  latitude  south  of  us. 

According  to  the  best  information  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  there  are 
about  eight  thousand  five  hundred  (8,500)  square  miles  of  wet  marsh  or  boggy 
saturated  land  within  our  boundaries.  Suppose  that  one-third  of  this  lies  south 
of  the  malarial  limit  (45^  N.  lat.),  we  would  have  about  3,000  square  miles  within 
the  area  in  which  diseases  of  a  malarial  type  predominate,  or  about  one- 
seventh  of  the  surface.  There  can  be  no  doubt  from  a  study  of  the  surface 
configuration  of  the  State  but  that  a  very  large  proportion  of  these  lands  can 
be  drained  and  made  available  and  profitable  to  agriculture,  and  in  the  mean- 
time diminish  very  noticeably  the  amount  of  sickness  and  mortality  from  dis- 
eases of  a  malarial  type.  The  clearing  out  of  the  smaller  creeks  and  streams, 
and  the  construction  of  county  drains  and  of  private  drains,  would  enable  vast 
quantities  to  be  reclaimed  and  made  salubrious.  The  gradual  decline  of  sev- 
eral hundred  feet  in  the  surface  of  the  country  from  the  central  portions  of 
the  State  toward  the  literal  margins,  shows  the  possibility  of  accomplishing  a 
complete  drainage  of  the  whole  State.  A  narrow  strip  of  land  between  Sagi- 
naw Bay  and  Grand  Haven  rises  in  Gratiot  county  only  seventy-three  feet 
above  Lake  Michigan,  and  divides  at  this  elevation  the  streams  east  and  west. 
It  is  from  this  limited  tract  extending  east  and  west  between  Lake  Michigan  and 
Saginaw  Bay,  that  the  greatest  complaint  comes,  and  this  largely  on  account 
of  damming  back  the  water  for  lumber  purposes  in  the  summer  when  the 
streams  are  low. 

The  committee  has  received  the  following  report,  descriptive  of  the  condi- 
tion of  a  portion  of  Gratiot  county,  from  a  reliable  source : — 

Hnple  River  strikes  Gratiot  county  about  the  south  center  of  section  33,  T.  9  N., 
R.  1  W.,  and  runs  nearly  north  for  about  2W  miles,  and  then  west-south-west  through 
the  townships  of  Klba,  Washington,  and  Fulton,  for  about  13  miles,  until  it  leaves 
this  county  on  section  33,  T.  9  N.,  R.  3  W.  The  actual  amount  of  fall  to  river  from 
Bridgeviile  to  the  dam  at  Maple  Rapids  is  10.82  feet.     The  dam  was  finished  in 
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the  Summer  of  1853.  Before  the  dam  was  built  the  river  bottoms  was  good  land, 
covered  with  good  ash  and  elm  timber  of  a  very  thrifty  growth.  It  is  now  all  dead 
by  being  drowned  out.  and  much  is  fallen  down.  Hundreds  of  acres  of  land  that 
before  the  dam  was  built  was  valuable  are  now  worthless. 

The  amount  of  lands  overflowed  at  low  water  is  about  2,000  acres,  and  at  high 
water,  4,000  acres.  The  dam  backs  up  the  water  for  over  10  miles,  which  causes  tne 
channel  to  fill  up;  and  it  is  erowing  worse  every  year.  It  is  now  almost  impossible 
for  any  one  to  reside  near  the  river  at  some  seasons  of  the  year  on  account  of  sick- 
ness caused  by  tlie  flooding  of  the  river  bottoms. 

On  account  of  the  great  amount  of  sickness  caused  by  the  flowing  of  the  lands, 
about  seven  or  eight  years  after  the  dam  was  built  the  township  board  of  health  of 
Washington  or  Fulton  declared  the  dam  a  nuisance,  and  commenced  suit  to  have  it 
removed:  but  on  account  of  the  case  being  badly  managed,  the  county  being  new, 
and  the  dam  situated  in  another  county,  they  did  not  succeed  in  having  it  removed. 
At  the  present  time  the  dam  is  not  used  for  a  water-power,  but  merely  to  boom  a 
few  logs  in  the  Spring.  At  least  three-fourths  of  the  Inhabitants  in  the  south  part 
of  the  county  consider  it  an  almost  unbearable  nuisance,  and  are  very  anxious  that  it 
should  be  abated. 

These  obstractions  to  streams  can  be  proved  to  be  the  cause  of  sicknesSy  and 
oan  be  abated  by  the  local  boards  of  health  if  they  proceed  accordiug  to  law. 
In  certain  portions  of  the  State  the  people  have  insisted  upon  legal  protection 
and  these  nnisances  do  not  exist.  Reports  have  come  to  this  Board  for  several 
years  from  the  vicinity  of  Ionia,  in  the  region  of  Lincoln  Lake,  Spencer 
township,  Kent  coanty.  A  diagram  of  this  section,  prepared  by  Mr.  Jacob 
Van  Zandt,  is  presented. 

Map  No.  1. 

SUucUUm  and  JSxtent  of  Flooded  LcutdM  in  Spencer  Toumehip,  Kent  Co,,  Mieh. 
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"The  interior  linei  ihow  the  natural  extent  of  the  waUri  of  Lincoln  Lake  and  the  ajatem  of 
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lakei  with  which  It  is  connected.  Oatslde  lines  show  how  much  those  waters  have  been  enlarged 
bjT  flowing  the  low  lands  surroanding  them.  Dark  shade  at  the  foot  of  Lincoln  Jjike  shows  extent 
of  water  raised  by  dam  at  that  point.  Some  estimate  the  amount  of  land  flowed  to  bo  one  thousand 
acres.  I  think  it  aboat  six  hnndred.  I  wonld  not  swear  as  to  the  accuracy  of  this.  It  is  the  best 
I  can  do.    I  am  not  now  a  member  of  the  board. 

JACOB  VAN  ZANDT." 

The  water  is  held  back  in  the  Spring  to  sell  in  the  Sammer,  when  the 
streams  are  low,  to  parties  wishing  to  ran  logs  down  Black  Creek.  The  inner 
lines  show  the  original  margin  of  the  lake,  and  streams  running  into  it;  and 
the  outer  lines  show  the  margin  when  dammed.  The  dam  is  in  the  southeast 
corner  of  the  lake.  It  is  estimated  that  by  this  dam  between  six  hundred  and 
one  thousand  acres  have  been  overflowed.  The  water  is  lowered  in  July  and 
August,  leaving  the  saturated  soil  and  whatever  vegetable  growth  may  have 
been  upon  it  to  decomposition  by  the  heat.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  relate 
that  this  nuisance  has  seriously  impressed  the  vicinity. 

THE  FARM  OF  WM.    M.   CAMPBELL. 

The  farm  of  Wm.  M.  Campbell,  of  Belvidere,  Macomb  county,  lies  between 
the  mouth  of  Clinton  River  and  Lake  St.  Clair.  It  was  worked  and  produced  the 
usual  variety  of  crops  until  1836,  when  it  became  submerged  on  account  of 
the  rise  of  the  lake  level.  It  has  been  submerged  a  great  part  of  the  year  ever 
since  that  date  until  1865.  It  was  bought  by  James  L.  Conger  in  1835  for 
$10,000.  Mr.  Campbell  purchased  it  for  $2,600  in  1859.  Mr.  Campbell  took 
it  at  appraised  value  of  $3,000  in  1874.  The  soil  is  a  vegetable  mould,  with 
sand,  and  with  lime  from  a  great  quantity  of  shells.  This  is  from  two  to  five 
feet  in  thickness,  lying  upon  a  subsoil  of  impermeable  clay  one  hundred  feet 
in  thickness  to  the  bed  rock,  which  is  a  black  shale.  There  are  no  springs 
of  water,  but  the  water  is  received  from  the  river  and  lake  upon  the  surface. 
The  land  was  a  wet  marsh  producing  only  marsh  grass,  wild  rice,  and  flags^ 
and  to  all  appearance  was  as  level  as  the  lake.  There  was  a  slight  rise  at  the 
shore  of  the  lake  and  at  the  bank  of  the  river.  The  whole  amount  of  land 
deeded  was  five  hundred  and  sixty  acres.  Of  this,  one  hundred  and  seventy- 
five  acres  have  been  reclaimed,  and  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  acres 
are  susceptible  of  reclamation  by  the  processes  used  by  Mr.  Campbell.  He 
began  by  making  a  six-foot  ditch  around  the  175  acres,  throwing  the  earth 
upon  the  outside.  He  then  put  up  a  wind-mill  and  a  largo  pump,  to  relieve 
the  land  of  the  water  falling  upon  it  and  to  remove  what  little  leaking 
occurred,  the  latter  being  of  no  consequence.  He  also  put  up  a  wheel  with 
fans  in  a  circular  box,  to  be  worked  by  horse-power,  in  case  of  a  storm,  or  to 
throw  water  into  the  land  in  case  of  a  drouth.  With  this  wheel  and  a  span 
of  horses  he  states  that  he  can  remove  all  the  water  that  could  come  to  it  in 
two  ditches  six  feet  wide  and  two  feet  deep  at  the  speed  of  a  mill  tail.  He 
chose  time  to  ditch  when  the  water  was  low  in  the  lake.  The  ditches  already 
made  cost  fifty  cents  per  rod.  He  believes  that  the  expense  of  running  a  ditch 
through  the  marsh  where  the  water  is  six  inches  to  one  foot  in  depth  would  be 
about  $2.00  per  rod.  He  has  now  fifty  acres  of  wheat  growing  on  land  form- 
erly covered  by  water  and  growing  wild  rice  and  marsh  weeds  and  frequented 
by  mnskrats.  The  soil  holds  wheat  well  over  winter  and  allows  of  its  perfect 
maturity.  Mr.  Campbell  remarks  that  when  wheat  and  timothy  do  well  all 
the  other  crops  of  this  region  will  do  well.  He  knows  of  a  good  deal  of  land 
in  that  vicinity  which  can  and  will  be  reclaimed.     Ho  had  no  estimates  mado 
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by  any  engineer  but  determined  everything  himself,  and  worked  according  to 
his  own  ideas.  The  wind  to  and  from  the  lake  keeps  up  a  circulation  of  air, 
and  he  reports  the  health  of  the  men  who  work  upon  the  farm  as  good.  The 
windmill  kept  the  farm  dry  last  year  and  only  run  one-eighth  the  time.  He 
states  that  he  can  throw  ofl  the  water  after  a  heavy  rain  in  a  couple  of  hours 
with  the  wheel  and  a  farm  team.  He  makes  no  account  in  his  expenses  of 
this  relief  of  the  farm  as  he  makes  the  windmill  take  care  of  it.  The  quality 
and  quantity  of  the  vegetables  and  grasses  is  very  superior.  He  says  we  seldom 
have  frosts  which  injure  anything,  frequently  pumpkin  vines  last  into  Novem- 
ber. After  a  ditch  is  put  around  at  a  cost  of  from  50  cents  to  $1.00  per  rod, 
it  takes  three  good  horses  to  break  up  the  first  time,  and  from  one  to  two  years 
to  thoroughly  mildew  and  rot  the  sod.  Then  the  soil  is  black  and  mellow  and 
absorbs  all  ordinary  rains. 

THE  CHANDLER  FARH   (BELOKQIKG  TO  HON.  Z.  CHANDLER,  OF  DETROIT). 

The  committee  are  indebted  to  Hon.  B.  E.  Trowbridge,  who  managed  it  for 
five  years,  for  a  description  of  the  Chandler  Farm,  twelve  miles  from  the 
State  Capital,  in  Ingham  county.  It  was  originally  a  lake  covering  about  five 
thousand  acres.  This  gradually  filled  up  with  vegetable  material,  and  the  sod 
of  the  marsh  grass  extended  over  it.  He  had  seen  cattle  obtain  water  through 
this  sod  by  standing  for  some  minutes  in  one  spot  until  the  water  came  over 
it.  Mr.  Chandlei^s  farm  embraces  about  two  thousand  acres  of  this  five 
thousand  acre  tract,  extending  from  an  open  pond  known  as  ''Parke  Lake,'' 
covering  about  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  acres,  to  an  outlet  known  as 
''Plumb  Creek''  which  empties  into  the  Looking-glass  River,  eight  miles 
away.  This  brook  was  a  circuitous  and  clogged  up  channel,  very  sluggish^ 
although  the  fall  was  about  eight  feet  in  four  miles  distance.  Mr.  Chandler 
opened  this  stream  by  cutting  a  new  ditch  about  fourteen  feet  wide  at  the  top 
and  an  average  depth  of  four  feet.  The  effect  of  this  was  to  lower  the  water 
on  Parke  Lake  about  three  feet.  Into  this  main  ditch  he  has  opened  a  large 
number  of  lateral  ditches,  most  of  them  six  feet  wide  by  two  and  one-half  feet 
in  depth.  There  are  about  forty  miles  of  lateral  ditches.  These  lateral  drains 
have  not  yet  reached  more  than  one-half  of  the  farm.  Together  with  three 
hundred  acres  of  Mr.  Downer,  a  neighbor,  only  about  fifteen  hundred  acres 
have  been  ditched,  aside  from  the  general  benefit  afforded  the  whole  five 
thousand  acres  by  the  lowering  of  "Parke  Lake''  by  the  main  ditch. 

If  all  the  owners  of  this  overflowed  land  would  follow  the  example  of  Mr. 
Chandler  in  this  matter,  the  whole  tract  of  five  thousand  acres  could  be 
reclaimed.  The  system  of  drainage  has  been  carried  far  enough  to  show  that 
success  is  possible,  and  that  it  is  only  a  question  of  time  and  outlay  to  enable 
these  lands  to  be  productive  and  profitable,  at  least  as  meadow  and  pasture 
lands, — and  he  believes  eventually  as  plow  lands,  at  least  for  summer  crops, 
especially  for  corn  and  root  crops.  As  regards  the  healthf ulness  of  the  vicin- 
ity, before  the  improvement  there  was  nothing  unusual  as  compared  with  other 
places  in  the  vicinity ;  since  the  drainage  it  has  been  remarkably  healthful  on 
the  farm.  Mr.  B.  E.  Trowbridge  had  a  large  family  living  with  him  on  the 
place,  never  less  than  ten  and  sometimes  as  many  as  thirty  for  several  months, 
and  had  but  very  seldom  a  case  of  sickness. 

THE  FARM  OF  GOVERNOR  CRAPO. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  pen  of  Dr.  J.  C.  Willson,  a  son-in-law  of  the  late  Gk)v. 
Crapo,  for  the  following  description  of  this  farm : — 
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One  farm  in  the  township  of  Gaines,  Genesee  Co.,  near  Flint,  that  now  contains 
1240  acres,  had  originally  abont  800  acres  of  marsh  land.  It  was  covered,  most  of  the 
year,  with  water,  and  grew  nothing  but  willows,  wild  grass,  and  brushwood  of 
different  kinds. 

The  fall  from  upper  end  to  Swartz  creek.  Into  which  he  drained  It  (a  distance  of 
3  miles),  was  12  feet.  The  main  ditch  was  3  miles  long,  11  feet  wide  at  top,  and  5 
feet  at  bottom,  and  4}  to  5  feet  deep.  Other  smaller  drains  opened  Into  this  one,  at 
different  points,  and  thus  the  drainage  was  made  complete. 

The  cost  of  this  work,  which  was  done  in  1862,  when  labor  was  high,  I  am  unable 
to  give  you. 

The  land  was  owned  by  the  State,  and  entered  at  the  usual  price,  $1.25  per  acre. 
Mid  paid  for  with  swamp  land  scrip.  The  cost  per  acre  (after  drainage),  of  reclaim- 
ing, was  slight.  Fiye  men  with  three  teams,  two  yokes  of  oxen,  and  a  span  of 
horses,  plowed  two  acres  per  day.  Upon  this  land,  plowed  in  that  war,  I  saw  gross 
seed  sowed  in  June  (timothy  and  clover)  that  produced  1^  tons  of  hay  per  acre, 
mowed  by  machine  the  following  August.  The  following  season  we  mowed  3  tons 
to  the  acre.  We  frequently  mow  two  crops  of  hay  the  same  year  on  this  farm.  We 
have  also  grown  corn,  oats,  barley,  and  roots,  with  good  success  on  these  marsh  lands. 
From  100  to  160  bushels  of  corn,  in  ear,  per  acre,  is  the  usual  yield;  of  roots,  bogas, 
and  mangles,  from  600  to  1,000  bushels,  according  to  season,  and  luck  we  have  with 
seeds,  etc;  of  oats,  from  70  to  100  bushels.  Hillet  and  hungarlan  grass,  and  corn  for 
feeding  cattle  in  times  of  drouth,  grow  luxuriantly.  I  cannot  give  you  the  exact 
amount,  but  may  safely  say,  they  equal  and  often  surpass  any  similar  crops  on  the 
adjacent  uplands.  The  grasses  ^rown  on  this  marsh  are  very  nutritious,  and  good 
for  fattening  cattle  and  stock.  We  have  wintered  over  300  head  of  cattle  this  win- 
ter, about  100  sheep,  and  40  to  60  horses,  colts,  etc.,  and  will  have  between  two  and 
three  hundred  tons  of  hay  left  over.  We  feed  out  on  the  farm  all  we  raise  as  a  gen- 
eral rule.  The  effects  on  animal  life  have  been  very  favorable.  Owing  to  the  pecu- 
liar virulency  and  intensity  of  the  miasmatic  poison  generated  in  the  ground,  this 
marsh,  when  I  first  commenced  practicing  medicine  here  in  1857,  had  acquired  the 
name  of  the  ^dead  marshy  It  is  now  one  of  the  healthiest  localities  in  the  county. 
In  fact,  it  Is  very  rarely  that  any  of  the  workmen  or  children  on  the  farm  are  sick. 
The  whole  neighborhood  for  miles  around  Is  also  thus  favorably  affected.  Our 
cattle,  horses,  and  sheep  thrive  and  grow  fat,  and*  we  rarely  have  any  sick  ones,  or 
lose  any  by  death  otlierwise  than  by  accidents. 

The  value  of  the  land  now  (without  buildings)  is  about  930.00  per  acre.  I  have  an 
oflfer  of  that  amount  per  acre  for  over  200  acres,  off  the  east  end  (lowest  part),  which 
we  consider  the  poorest,  but  this  has  been  refused.  It  is  considered  worth  as  much 
OS  the  uplands  contiguous,  and  will  sell  for  as  high  a  price. 

In  the  township  of  Burton,  east  of  the  city,  the  Governor  reclaimed  another  marsh 
farm  of  320  acres.  Like  the  Gaines  marsh,  it  too  was  covered  with  water  nearly  all 
the  year  round.  The  fall  to  this  was  greater  than  the  other,  being  about  7^  feet  to 
the  mile,  and  the  ditches  were  smaller  in  proportion.  This  farm  is  now  (or  at  least 
160  acres  of  it)  owned  by  Thos.  Foster,  and  was  sold  to  him  a  few  years  after  Gov. 
Crape's  death  at  9100.00  per  acre.  The  Governor  bought  it  in  1860  at  $4.00  per  acre 
fh>m  a  party  who  had  located  it.  On  the  part  sold  there  was  a  frame  house  and 
barn  of  moderate  pretensions.  House  and  barn  cost  about  91,600.  The  160  unsold, 
which  we  rent  to  Mr.  Foster,  has  some  upland,  but  of  the  same  general  char- 
acter as  his,  and  its  present  value  Is  about  960.00  per  acre.  We  refiised  $76  at  one 
time,  but  values  of  lands  have  shrunk  since  then.  All  tliat  I  have  said  of  the  other 
farm  in  regard  to  productiveness  and  effects  on  health  of  locality,  may  be  said  of  this 
one. 

Another  effect  of  the  drainage  on  both  farms,  that  I  have  not  mentioned,  is,  that 
we  can  get  on  to  it  usually  from  one  to  two  weelcs  earlier  to  work  in  the  Spring, 
than  we  can  on  the  uplands.  We  also  have  pasture  10  days  or  two  weeks  earlier  for 
our  cattle.  Our  experience  is,  that  it  pays,  both  in  an  economic  and  sanitary  point 
of  view,  to  drain  and  reclaim  and  cultivate  these  swamp  lands.  *  *  *  « 
The  amount  of  marsh  land  drained  by  the  Governor  was  not  all  owned  by  him.  There 
is  over  1,000  acres  of  marsh,  probably  1,600  all  told. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  Michigan  Homestead,  of  D.etroit,  for  the  following 
report  of  an  address  of  Hon.  James  Birney,  U.  S.  Minister  at  the  Uagae, 
before  the  Bay  City  Farmers'  Institute,  upon  the  application  of  the  Holland 
drainage  system  to  the  Saginaw  country : — 
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A  COUNTRY  FISHED  FROM  THE  SEA. 

Holland  has  a  world-wide  reputation  for  having  conquered  territory  from  the  sea^ 
for  having  removed  lakes,  and  for  having  made  beautiful  and  profitable  homes  for 
many  of  her  population  on  ground  heretofore  waste  and  only  the  abode  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  deep.  To  accomplisli  this,  almost  insurmountable  obstacles  have 
been  encountered  and  overcome.  The  larger  portion  of  the  eastern  side  of  Holland 
is  below  the  level  of  the  Rhine,  as  well  as  of  the  canals  which  form  the  main  arte- 
ries for  drainage.  Holland,  many  centuries  ago,  was  almost  covered  by  the  spread- 
ing out  of  80  many  mouths  of  the  Rhine.  The  area  of  water  was  greater  than  the 
area  of  laud.  This  river,  from  its  source  in  the  glaciers  of  Rhelnwald,  flows  tbrongh 
gorges  of  mountains,  snow-capped  most  of  the  year,  along  the  hills  of  Germany, 
conveying  the  waters  of  a  basin  of  65,000  square  miles,  and  is  therefore  subject  to 
freshets  and  floods.  As  it  brinc^s  down  much  of  the  soil  of  the  rich  region  through 
which  it  meanders,  it  elevates  its  bed  by  continuous  deposit.  Its  flow  must  there- 
fore be  restrained  by  raising  its  banks,  and  by  making  permanent  levees  along  its 
sides.  As  many  of  the  canals  empty  into  the  Rhine,  in  order  to  have  outlet  to  the 
sea,  they  must  be  higher  than  the  river,  to  have  flow.  The  superfluous  water,  that 
falls  upon  the  country,  must  be  raised  high  enough  to  be  ponred  into  these  grand 
arteries,  and  thus  be  taken  off.  The  superfluous  water  is  Very  large  in  amount,  for 
the  reason  that  the  rain-fall  in  Holland  is  much  more  than  ordinary.  During  the 
year  just  past,  there  were  In  Holland  only  135  days  without  rain. 

The  outflow  of  the  water  to  the  sea  is  always  arrested  for  a  time,  when  strong 
winds  prevail  from  the  west.  For  so  long  as  the  current  of  the  Rhine  at  its  months, 
is  driven  backward,  the  outward  flow  Is  of  course  stopped,  and  the  canals  are  full. 
The  sea  is  kept  back  both  by  natural  and  artiflcial  embankments.  Upon  that  por- 
tion of  the  coast  where  the  surface  is  sandy,  the  winds  pile  the  sand  up  safflciently 
to  form  an  absolute  barrier  to  the  inroads  of  the  sea.  Where  the  soil  of  the  coast 
is  mucky  or  alluvial,  long  artiflcial  mounds  of  sufficient  breadth  and  height  have  to 
be  constructed.  These  are  repeated  at  intervals,  so  that  if  the  first  gives  way,  the 
second  may  withstand  the  forces  beating  against  it. 

EXTENSIVE  SYSTEM  OF  DRAINAGE. 

For  the  purposes  of  drainage  the  interior  lands  are  divided  into  districts,  and  put 
under  the  care  of  a  board,  whose  duty  it  is  to  see  that  everything  necessary  is 
attended  to  at  the  proper  time.  A  light  tax  is  assessed  upon  the  land  in  each  dis- 
trict, in  proportion  to  the  labor  that  may  be  expended  upon  it,  in  order  to  meet 
expenses.  This  vast  enterprise  and  the  maintaining  of  the  system  by  which  it  is 
made  a  success,  has  been  accomplished  by  a  large  expenditure  of  money  and  labor. 
The  same  population  could  have  acquired  in  the  United  States  territory  enough  to 
have  made  a  State  twice  the  size  of  Holland,  for  half  the  money.  Harlem  Lake,  near 
Amsterdam,  that  a  few  years  ago  covered  56,000  acres,  has  been  thrown  into  the  sea, 
and  the  same  area  is  now  dotted  with  villages  and  cultivated  in  farms  that  yield 
profitable  returns,  the  land  selling  readily  and  for  nearly  enough  to  pay  the  entire 
expenditure.  And  the  time  is  not  far  distant  when  the  Zuider  Zee,  or  South  Sea, 
will  in  the  same  way  be  converted  into  arable  land.  The  drainage  of  the  cultivated 
land  is  nearly  altogether  by  open  ditches.  The  rainfall  soon  finds  its  way  into 
these,  and  is  lifted  to  the  main  canals  by  wiudmills.  When  the  land  is  very  low  it  is 
plowed  into  ridges,  so  as  to  give  quicker  transit  for  the  water. 

THE  RHINE  VS.  THE  SAGINAW. 

The  Netfierlands^  or  low  lands  bordering  on  the  Saginaw  River,  are  almost  the 
exact  counterpart  in  appearance  of  the  }?etherlands  near  the  mouth  of  the  Rhine. 
When  they  are  Intersected  by  ditches  and  covered  with  rich  green  pastures,  with  fat 
cattle  grazing  upon  them,  the  one  will  scarcely  be  told  from  the  other.  As  to  their 
recuperation  by  drainage,  and  conversion  into  tillable  lands,  theproblem  is  as  simple 
as  anything  can  be.  Any  portion  of  them,  whether  it  be  40,80,160  acres,  or  a  sec- 
tion, when  surrounded  by  ditches,  which  by  some  means  are  kept  dry,  are  redeemed. 
The  earth  taken  from  the  ditches  should  be  sufficient  to  make  an  embankment  that 
will  exclude  the  flow  from  neighboring  lands  from  a  freshet  or  from  the  backset  of 
the  river.  At  the  lowest  corner  of  the  ditches  ttiere  might  be  placed  a  windmill, 
that  can  be  built  for  less  cost  than  a  hundred  dollars,  which  would  in  a  short  time 
clear  the  ditches  of  water,  it  would  be  thrown  up  by  paddle  wheels  into  an  outer 
ditch  communicating  with  the  river.  The  land  would  be  practically  elevated  In  pro- 
portion to  the  depth  of  the  ditch. 
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FEASIBILITY  OF  DRAINAGE. 

The  entire  lanci  could  be  drained  at  less  expense  than  the  same  area  of  timbered 
land  could  be  cleared,  and  made  ready  for  culture.  It  would  have  the  advantage  of 
being  without  stumps,  of  being  on  the  border  of  a  navigable  stream  and  having 
under  U  an  inexhaustible  bed  of  salt.  Suppose  a  ditch  was  made  on  each  section  line 
and  of  so  much  width  that  the  earth  thrown  out,  would  make  a  good  road.  It  would 
serve  the  two  useAil  purposes,  of  drainage  and  travel.  As  nearly  all  the  Saginaw 
land  is  in  some  slight  degree  higher  than  the  river,  the  labor  and  expense  of  pump- 
ing out  would  be  very  slight. 

The  embankments  in  the  Netherlands  have  in  large  part  to  be  made  of  sand.  The 
water  oozes  through.  But  the  clay  of  the  Saginaw  land  makes  such  an  impervious 
putty  that  it  would  well  exclude  water.  The  process  is  indeed  so  simple  that  it 
would  already  have  been  put  into  extensive  operation  in  the  Saginaw  valley,  if 
other  lands  had  not  been  so  easily  obtainable.  But  now,  as  if  attention  being  more 
generally  turned  to  agriculture,  it  is  worth  the  cost  to  any  owner  of  such  land  to 
elevate  it  by  ditches.  So  soon  as  the  water  is  removed,  and  the  land  changed  from  a 
soaked  to  a  dry  condition,  the  sourness  will  disappear,  and  It  will  produce  grapes 
nnd  grains  of  the  first  quality. 

A  sample  of  the  change  may  be  seen  in  the  prairie  lands  of  ex-Senator  Chandler, 
near  Lansing,  who  was  induced  to  buy  them  and  experiment  from  what  he  saw 
during  a  visit  to  Holland.  It  may  yet  be  found  that  the  most  successful  way  of 
dredging  the  Saginaw  river  is  to  raise  embankments  on  either  side,  and  thus  by 
confining  Its  waters  increase  the  force  of  its  current. 

Ci»ncerning  the  practical  application  of  those  plans,  a  report  has  been 
made  by  the  Hon.  A.  B.  Miller,  of  Bay  City.  The  following  quotation  has 
been  taken  from  the  Michigan  Homestead  for  July  10,  1879: — 

THE  THEORY  TESTED. 

In  connection  with  this  subject  we  give  the  following  extracts  from  a  paper  by 
the  Hon.  Albert  Miller,  of  Bay  City,  relative  to  an  extensive  enterprise  undertaken 
by  Mr.  Daglish  and  himself. 

In  1S60,  says  Judge  Miller,  upon  ascertaining  that  the  salt  rock  underlay  the 
whole  of  the  Saginaw  Valley,  Mr.  Daglish  and  I  anticipated  an  extensive  business 
in  the  manufacture  of  salt.  The  only  methods  then  known  for  reducing  the  brine 
was  by  solar  evaporation  and  the  old-fashioned  kettle  blocks.  Believing  that  the 
prairies  would  be  extensively  used  for  evaporation  works,  and  the  navigable  waters 
for  transportation,  we  purchased  a  sufficient  quantity  of  swamp  land  to  secure  two 
miles  of  the  navigable  portion  of  the  Cheboyganing  creek,  with  a  view  of  its  future 
use  for  purposes  above  referred  to;  but  time  developed  a  cheaper  process  for  making 
salt  than  even  by  solar  evaporation,  so  the  idea  of  using  the  land  for  that  purpose 
was  abandoned. 

After  determining  to  prosecute  the  work,  we  secured  the  services  of  Mr.  Joseph 
I.  Forcler,  through  whose  practical  knowledge  of  the  work  of  dredging  and  untiring 
industry  in  prosecuting  It  our  operations  have  been  greatly  facilitated.  By  Mr. 
Forcler's  advice  we  hired  the  dredge  from  the  corporation  of  East  Saginaw,  at  the 
rate  of  ten  dollars  for  each  working  day  It  should  be  In  our  possession.  After  fit- 
ting the  dredge  for  work,  Mr.  Forcler  hired  his  assistants  and  commenced  work  on 
the  eleventh  day  of  May,  187S,  and  during  the  next  ninety-six  working  days  excava- 
ted a  ditch  thirty  feet  wide  averaging  nearly  six  feet  deep,  three  and  aquarter  miles 
long,  throwing  the  earth  outside,  making  an  embankment  of  thirty  feet  wide  at  the 
base  and  five  feet  high,  which  has  proved  efibctual  in  keeping  out  the  water.  The 
depth  of  water  on  the  land  for  about  two-thirds  the  length  of  the  line  of  ditch,  was 
from  one  to  one  and  a  half  feet,  under  which— for  the  first  foot  and  a  half,  was  a 
layer  of  decayed  vegetable  matter  of  the  color  of  black  snuff,  under  that  was  one 
foot  thick  of  a  substance  (largely  intermixed  with  decaying  shells)  which  partakes 
of  the  properties  of  the  layers  directly  above  and  below  It.  The  layer  below  I  sup- 
posed was  a  fine  quality  of  clay  for  brick  making  till  I  learned  from  Professor  Ked- 
zle,  after  he  had  analyzed  a  sample  of  it,  that  it  was  marl,  containing  thlrty-slx 

Sarts  of  carbonate  of  lime  and  sixty-four  parts  of  clay,  or  a  matter  that  was  insolu- 
le  in  acid,  and  that  it  was  valuable  as  a  fertilizer  of  land;  and  also,  that  upon  a  test 
by  burning  like  other  lime,  grinding  and  mixing  with  sand,  it  might  prove  valuable 
as  a  water  lime.  The  ditch  and  embankment  of  the  south  line  of  our  Improvement 
is  over  one  mile  in  length,  running  from  the  creek  directly  east  to  the  timbered 
land.  Our  ditch  and  embankment  surroimds  on  three  sides  seven  hundred  and  sixty 
acres  of  land,  about  six  hundred  acres  of  which  Is  prairie  and  fit  for  the  plow.    On 
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the  southeast  it  connects  with  our  partially  cleared  timbered  farm  of  one  hundred 
and  sixty  acres. 

PUMPING  AND  DITCHING. 

After  completina"  our  embankment  we  procured  a  twclve-horse-power  steam 
engine  and  two  of  jRumsey^s  rotary  section  pumps,  one  with  a  discharKe  pipe  of 
six  inches,  and  the  other  four  inches,  the  two  calculated  to  discharge  four  thous- 
and gallons  per  minute.  We  commenced  pumping  about  the  15th  of  September 
and  run  our  pumps  night  and  day  for  six  weeks  in  clearing  the  water  from  the 
surface  of  our  land,  and  settling  it  in  the  ditch,  six  feet  below  the  surface  of  the 
river.  That  tested  the  sufficiency  of  our  bank  to  hold  back  the  water;  we  found 
no  leakage  through  any  part  of  it.  After  pumping  out  tlie  w^ater  as  above  stated 
we  commenced  a  series  of  ditches  through  our  land  all  running  to  the  main  ditch. 
From  the  northwest  to  the  southeast  corner  we  made  a  ditch  four  feet  wide  at  the 
surface,  two  feet  deep  and  one  and  a  half  feet  wide  at  the  bottom.  This  ditch  runs 
nearly  parallel  with  our  northeast  line,  into  which  all  the  water  coming  from  the 
east  will  flow.  From  the  main  or  dredge  ditch  on  the  west,  to  the  one  above 
mentioned,  at  an  interval  of  each  forty  rods,  is  a  ditch  three  feet  wide  at  the  sur- 
face and  one  and  one-half  feet  deep,  and  one  and  one-half  feet  wide  on  the  bottom, 
making  of  small  ditches  six  miles.  Upon  ditching  in  the  lower  portion  of  our  land 
we  found  it  porous  and  like  a  sponge  filled  with  water,  but  after  a  few  days  of 
drainage  through  the  small  ditches  it  settled  and  became  so  firm  that  a  horse  could 
be  driven  over  it  without  difficulty,  and  with  a  small  additional  outlay  for  small 
ditches,  we  think  our  drainage  sufficient  for  all  practical  purposes. 

THE  COST. 

I  will  state  that  all  our  expenditure,  including  the  cost  of  dredging  and  ditching, 
the  cost  of  the  engine  and  pump  and  the  pumping  that  has  been  done,  also  of  the 
house  and  tlie  estimated  cost  of  a  gate  and  sluice  between  the  ditch  and  creek, 
and  for  completing  our  embankment,  and  enclosing  the  whole  with  a  fence,  amounts 
to  a  trifle  over  seven  dollars  per  acre  for  tlie  seven  hundred  and  sixty  acres  enclosed 
and  drained. 

THE  PBOSPECT, 

We  intend  to  commence  plowing  on  that,  and  continue  our  operations  as  the  land 
becomes  dry  enough,  and  put  in  such  crops  as  shall  indicate  the  greatest  profit  by 
production,  or  in  subduing  the  turf  for  future  cultivation.  We  do  not  expect  large 
crops  for  the  first  or  second  year.  Our  intentions  are  to  stock  down  a  large  portion 
of  it,  as  soon  as  the  soil  is  in  a  fit  condition,  to  such  grasses  as  will  be  profitable  for 
stock  feeding.    On  some  of  the  lowest  part  of  our  land,  which  is  covered  with  a  heavy 

f;rowth  of  reeds  and  rushes,  we  shall  try  the  experiment  of  burning,  and  harrowing 
n  grass  seed  with  plowing.  It  is  now  half  a  century  since  the  Saginaw  country  first 
became  known  to  the  whites,  but  the  marshes  between  Bay  City  and  Saginaw  pres- 
ent a  less  pleasing  view  to  the  beholder  than  they  did  when  the  eye  of  the  white 
man  first  glanced  over  the  broad  expanse.  But  I  believe  that  wlioever  passes  over 
our  thoroughfares  between  the  towns  above  mentioned,  fifty  years  hence,  will  be  pre- 
sented with  far  difierent  views.  Instead  of  the  unsightly  appearance  of  reeds,  rush- 
es, wild  grass,  and  pools  of  water,  the  traveler  will  behold  large  fields  of  waving 
grain,  and  extensive  meadows  covered  with  nutritious  grasses  for  stock  feeding,  and 
nerds  of  cattle  resting  in  the  shade  of  groves  which  dot  the  landscape,  with  occasion- 
ally a  farm-house  to  relieve  the  eye  from  the  monotony  of  so  much  natural  beauty. 

Tho  followiug  letter  from  Judge  Miller,  relating  to  the  same  subject,  is  of  a 
later  date : — 

Bay  Citt,  Sept.  1,  1879. 

H.  F.  Lyster,  T>kar  Sir  :— Yours  of  August  29,  is  at  hand.  The  enterprise  proves 
fL  complete  success.  We  have  ploughed  over  two  hundred  acres  of  the  land  this 
season,  much  of  which  was  wholly  covered  with  water  last  year.  We  are  now  putting 
in  fall  wheat  with  ns  good  a  prospect  for  a  remunerative  crop  as  from  any  land  in 
the  vicinity.  Our  embankment  is  a  complete  barrier  against  the  water.  No  pump- 
ing has  been  necessary  since  the  Spring  rains  were  pumped  out. 
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Iden  or  which  originated  wtth  Tlioa.  H.  UcGravr,  Esq-  who  hu'had  bdiho  experience 
In  drftiiiltifc  land  Dy  pumping.  It  is  to  run  an  embankment  from  the  one  made  bjr 
Hr-  DazHsh  and  m;se1f  ncroaa  the  Chebojganing  creek  (which  is  but  a  little  more 
thnn  a  bajou  from  the  Saginaw  river)  to  the  truck  ot  the  Flint  and  Fere  Marquette 
Railroad,  a  dlatance  or  from  one-quarter  to  one-half  a  mile,  and  with  steam  power 
pump  the  water  out  of  the  creek,  which  has  sulScient  depth  to  furnisli  all  the  drain- 
age necessary  for  thirty  or  forty  thousand  acres  of  contiguous  low  land.  The  project 
is  considered  entirely  feasible  by  those  who  know  the  situatton;  and  a«ide  from  the 
largo  amount  of  valuablo  land  that  it  would  reclaim,  It  would  lie  of  grent  sanitary 
Importance,  as  it  would  reclaim  one-half  the  lan<)  between  Bay  iJlty  and  Saginaw 
trom  a  miasmatic  marsh  to  cultivated  fields.  It  Is  well  worth  the  attention  of  capi- 
talists and  phllanthropii^tB.  Come  up  and  sco  tho  situation,  and  give  the  matter 
publicity.  Yours  truly, 

A.  MILLER 
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The  following  report  by  M.  Chambrelent,  chief  engineer  of  bridges  and 
highways,  annual  report  of  bridges  and  highways,  1878,  Paris,  has  been  in- 
troduced to  illustrate  the  influence  of  drainage  upon  the  moral  and  physical 
condition  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  very  extensive  paludal  region : — 

REPORT  Oy  THE  DRAINAGE  AND   AGRICULTURAL  IMPROVEMENT  OF 

THE  "  LANDES "  OP  GASCONY,  FRANCE. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Description  of  the  "  LancUs^    First  experiments  made  in  1849,  prior  to  the  law  of 

June  19, 1857. 

The  whole  extent  of  country  designated  by  the  general  name  of  ^'Landes^  and 
situated  between  the  ocean  and  the  valleys  of  the  Garonne  and  the  Adour,  repre- 
sents an  area  of  8,000  square  Icilometers  (5,200  sq.  miles),  or  800,000  hectares  (2,000,- 
000  acres  Eng.),  the  whole  of  which,  twenty  years  as^o,  was  still  wild  and  uninhab- 
ited. Here  and  there  at  long  distances  apart,  a  few  isolated  huts  and  occasiooalljr  a 
pine  thicket  inaccessible  during  the  winter,  owing  to  the  surrounding  inundation, 
were  the  only  features  to  relieve  the  utter  monotony  of  the  desert. 

That  portion  of  the  country  which  was  then  totally  devoid  of  Inhabitants  or  culti- 
vation is  indicated  on  the  map  hereto  appended  by  a  pale  black  tint. 

And  yet,  this  immense  desert  lay  almost  at  the  gate  of  Bordeaux,  one  of  the  largest 
cities  of  Prance,  and  enjoyed  one  of  the  most  favorable  climates  for  vegetation  in  all 
Europe. 

Prom  time  immemorial  many  and  repeated  had  been  the  attempts  to  bring  under 
cultivation  these  vast  and  useless  regions;  but,  as  a  £:eneral  thing,  not  being  based 
on  a  careful  study  of  the  physical  condition  of  the  land,  they  had  invariably  failed, 
and  for  the  following  reasons:  first,  the  utter  neglect  to  render  the  soil  normally  fit 
for  cultivation  before  any  attempt  at  tillage;  and  second,  because,  while  endless 
labor  and  enormous  pecuniary  outlay  were  sacrificed  in  order  to  impart  to  the  soil 
qualities  denied  it  by  nature,  and  to  derive  from  it  products  incompatible  with  its 
character,  no  heed  was  given  to  other  qualities  fully  as  valuable,  which  It  abund- 
antly possessed,  and  which,  aided  by  moderate  efforts  were  to  render  it  one  day  rich 
and  productive. 

We  will  first  describe  the  physical  features  and  the  character  of  the  soil  of  the 
^'  Landes^*  from  an  exhaustive  study  of  the  country,  the  results  of  which  will  be  seen 
to  follow  in  natural  sequence. 

PnYSICAL  FEATUBES  AND  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  SOIL  OF  THE  "  LANDES.^^ 

The  "  Landes^'  of  Gascony  form  a  vast  table-land,  almost  entirely  horizontal,  and 
presenting  an  average  elevation  of  10  metres  (32  ft.)  above  the  sea  level.  The  soil 
is  poor  and  sandy,  without  the  least  trace  of  clay  or  marl,  and  rests  at  an  avcraj^e 
depth  of  from  30  to  50  centimetres  (12  to  20  in.)  on  an  impermeable  substratum. 

This  impermeable  substratum,  40  to  50  centimetres  (16  to  20  in.)  thick  and  known 
in  the  country  as  the  alios,  is  composed  of  a  silicious  sand  held  together  by  vegeta- 
ble substances  forming  a  kind  of  organic  cement. 

During  the  summer  season  the  surface  of  the  plateau  is  totally  dried  up;  in  winter, 
however,  the  proAise  rains  peculiar  to  that  part  of  the  ocean  coast  deluge  the  table 
lands  during  six  months  of  the  year,  and  this  large  quantity  of  water,  deprived  of  all 
escape,  either  in  the  interior  of  the  ground  or  on  the  surface,  remains  stagnant  until 
the  summer  heat  gradually  removes  it  by  evaporation ;  thus  a  fiooded  country  the 
whole  winter,  a  dry,  burning  sand  during  the  summer,  were  the  chief  characteristics 
of  that  region. 

Let  the  reader  now  imagine  the  result  of  this  perpetual  alternation  of  asix  months^ 
flood  and  a  long  drouth,  and  he  will  easily  understand  the  agricultural  barrenness  of 
the  soil  and  its  insalubrity  for  the  animals  and  the  few  wretched  inhabitants  who 
labored  thereon.  One  will  readily  explain  why  failures  were  the  invariable  result  of 
all  those  attempts  at  improvement  made  before  it  was  thought  essential  to  remedy 
those  two  defects  so  fatal  to  all  agricultural  development  whatsoever. 

NECESSITY  FOR  A  PREVIOUS  DRAINAGE. 

A  previous  drainage  of  the  "Landes''  was  therefore  not  only  a  useful  improvement; 
it  was  an  indispensable  condition  for  their  cultivation,  and  it  may  be  stated  unhesl- 
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tatingly  that  the  chief  cause  of  so  many  failures  in  that  country  was  that  no  one 
had  hitherto  recognized  this  imperious  necessity  of  providing  for  the  escape  of  the 
surface  water,  preparatory  to  attempts  at  cultivation. 

We  may  remarlc,  however,  that  land  in  the  ^^  Landes^^  region  had  always  been  rated 
so  low  in  value,  and  that,  as.a  general  thing,  the  process  of  draining  a  marshy  dis- 
trict necessitates  such  a  considerable  pecuniary  outlay,  that  hitherto  even  those  in- 
dividuals who  recognized  the  necessity  of  draining,  had  been  deterred  from  tlie  at- 
tempt by  the  great  expense  necessary  to  incur  in  the  process. 

A  little  reflection  will  show  that  drainage,  properly  so  called,  that  is,  the  evacua- 
tion of  water  through  underground  pipes,  is  clearly  inapplicable  in  the  present  case. 
The  low  value  of  the  land  compared  to  the  great  cost  of  pipe  drainage,  the  utter  ab- 
sence of  clay  in  the  country,  the  impermeable  ^^  alios*^  stratum  to  cut  through,  and 
last,  the  character  of  cultivation  adapted  to  the  soil,  and  consisting  principfdiy  in 
the  growing  of  forest  trees,  the  roots  of  which  extend  in  all  directions,  are  so  many 
facts  which  will  always  render  this  mode  of  drainage  impracticable  in  the  '^Landes.^ 
In  spite  of  all  these  obstacles,  one  wealthy  land-owner,  and  one  only,  did  try  the 
experiment,  and  after  two  years  of  very  costly  labor,  found  himself  compelled  to 
abandon  it  entirely. 

If,  however,  we  examine  carefully  the  general  physical  features  of  the  ^^Landes*^ 
table-land,  we  recognize  a  remarkable  fact  which  characterizes  the  entire  extent  of 
the  country,  and  which  must  render  the  desiccation  of  the  soil  both  easy  and  moder- 
ate in  cost.  From  the  culminating  point  of  the  plateau  to  the  points  where  the 
watershedof  the  valleys  commences,  in  both  opposite  directions  the  whole  surface 
gradually  slopes  in  a  remarkably  regular  manner;  nowhere  does  the  ground  shape 
itself  into  swales  and  necessitate  thereby  special  work  for  the  escape  of  the  water. 
This  slope  is  so  gentle  that  the  least  obstacles,  or  rather  the  natural  irregularities  of 
the  ground,  arc  sufficient  to  counteract  it,  and  to  prevent  the  waters  from  nmning 
down  hill. 

The  slope  of  the  ground  over  vast  distances  scarcely  reaches  the  proportion  of  one 
millimetre  to  one  metre  (I.  to  1,000.);  but  it  follows  constantly  the  same  direction, 
without  any  appreciable  counter-slope  at  any  point  whatsoever. 

On  the  other  hand,  these  irregularities  of  surface  which  thus  prove  an  obstacle  to 
the  escape  of  the  water,  never  rise  beyond  a  maximum  height  of  80  to  40  centimetres 
(12  in.  to  16  in.)— so  that  should  a  ditch  of  50  to  60  centimetres  (20  to  24  in.)  depth 
be  opened  over  anv  portion  of  the  ^'Landes,^'  care  being  taken  to  run  the  bottom  line 
of  the  ditch  in  a  direction  exactly  parallel  to  that  of  the  general  slope  of  the  land, 
we  may  predict  with  almost  absolute  certainty  that  the  ditch  will  be  completed 
along  its  whole  length  without  necessitating  any  cuts  deeper  than  60  to  70  centi- 
metres (24  to  28  inches)  as  an  average,  and  that  it  will  perfectly  carry  off  all  the 
water  that  may  reach  it;  furthermore,  that  passing  through  a  loose  sandy  soil  it 
will  attract  water  from  considerable  distances,  and  as  the  slope  of  the  ditch,  thougii 
sufficient  to  carry  off  water,  is  never  more  than  one  to  three  in  the  thousand,  the 
water  will  run  down  slowly  and  regularly  and  without  undermining  the  banks. 

Owing  to  the  great  looseness  of  the  soil,  these  ditches  may  be  located  pretty  far 
apart  and  yet  prove  sufficient  for  the  complete  desiccation  of  the  ground. 

From  this  system  of  drainage  which  we  published  in  1849,  after  seven  years  of 
investigations  and  local  surveys,  we  confidently  expected  sure  and  important 
results,  the  more  so  from  the  observation  we  made  of  the  fact  that  wherever  we 
examined  those  pine  thickets  scattered  far  apart  over  the  immensity  of  the  '^Landes*' 
desert  and  which  give  shelter  to  a  small  cottage  surrounded  by  a  stray  patch  of  cul- 
tivated land  and  a  rich  forest  vegetation,  we  found  that  the  character  of  the  soil  in 
no  way  differed  from  that  of  the  wild  regions.  The  ''alios**  was  Just  as  close  to  the 
surface;  a  chemical  analysis  of  the  soil  gave  absolutely  the  same  results;  one  point  of 
difference  alone  struck  us, — we  always  found  the  pine  thickets  in  localities,  rare 
enough  indeed,  where  the  ground  was  blessed  with  natural  drainage. 

We  naturally  inferred  that  if  all  the  uncultivated  ground  could  be  placed  in  the 
same  condition  which  marked  that  of  the  pine  thickets,  the  great  problem  of  redeem- 
ing the  '^Landes**  country  would  be  solved. 

Nevertheless,  numerous  objections  were  raised  against  our  propositions.  These 
ditches  which  we  purposed  to  open  through  a  sandy  soil  would  surely,  we  were  told, 
be  filled  up  by  sand  storms,  damaged  by  the  trampling  of  cattle,  or  undermined  and 
cut  up  by  the  running  water. 

Another  objection  was,  that  the  flat  portions  of  the  country  were  so  very  extensive 
and  so  remote  from  the  smallest  valley  where  the  waters  could  discharge  themselves, 
that  in  spite  of  all  the  ditches  opened  along  the  surface  of  the  plateau,  said  waters 
could  never  reach  such  far  distant  valleys. 
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It  18  but  just  to  add,  that  at  that  time  the  country  had  not  yet  forgotten  the 
striking  failure  of  the  agricultural  society  of  Arcachon,  failure  similar  to  that  of  all 
the  preceding  attempts  made  in  the  country.  That  society,  estabfished  la  1837, 
although  directed  by  highly  distinguished  Intellects  and  the  wealthiest  capitalists, 
had  squandered  several  millions  (francs)  ou  an  area  of  20,000  hectares  (45,000  acres) 
without  meeting  with  any  successful  result. 

To  sum  up,  such  were  the  objections,  so  strenuous  the  resistance  we  met  on  all 
sides,  that  in  order  to  test  our  Ideas  in  a  practical  manner  on  a  scale  of  some  magni- 
tude, we  were  compelled  to  make  the  experiment  ourselves  on  ground  purchased  for 
that  purpose. 

For  this  first  trial  we  selected  a  lot  of  600  hectares  (1,250  acres)  In  the  very  center 
of  the  most  barren  portion  of  the  country,  in  the  township  of  Cestas,  where  the  con- 
ditions for  drainage  were  of  the  most  unfavorable  nature. 

This  piece  of  ground,  situated  on  the  highest  point  of  the  plateau  which  inter- 
venes between  the  watershed  of  the  Garonne  and  that  of  the  Atlantic  along  a  line 
running  from  Bordeaux  to  ^^La  Teste,^^  sloped  altogether  6.58  in.  (18  ft.  5  in.)  in  6  ki- 
lometres (3^^  miles),  that  is,  hardly  one  in  one  thousand. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  alios  substratum  came  within  30  cent.  (12  inches)  of  the  sur- 
face, which  left  only  that  same  thickness  of  soil  adapted  to  vegetation. 

But  we  enjoyed  at  least  one  advantan;e :  this  piece  of  land  being  situated  between 
the  departmental  highway,  from  Bordeaux  to  La  Teste,  and  a  classified  township 
road,  along  which  we  were  allowed  by  the  town  council  to  open  large  ditches,  was 
thus  within  reach  of  four  large  mains  wherein  we  could  throw  our  drainage  water 
and  render  its  escape  a  matter  of  certainty. 

On  the  25th  of  June,  1849,  the  date  of  our  purchase,  this  area  was  still  covered  with 
stagnant  water  to  such  a  degree  that  it  could  not  be  visited  except  with  the  help  of  the  stiUa 
Jiabitually  in  use  all  over  that  country. 

The  cost  of  the  work  reached  a  pretty  high  figure;  it  amounted  to  25  francs  ($5.00) 
the  hectare  (2^^  acres,  $2.00  per  acre),  that  is,  more  than  twice  the  average  price  of 
the  land  at  that  time.  This  figure,  however,  must  be  considered  as  the  maximum  ex- 
pense, considering  the  difiiculty  of  draining  one  of  the  flattest  districts  of  the 
^^Landes,*'  and  the  necessity  of  opening,  at  our  sole  cost,  several  mains  which  could 
have  been  used  at  the  same  time  for  neighboring  lots.  We  will,  in  the  sequence, 
show  how  much  that  original  cost  has  since  been  reduced. 

The  efiiect  of  our  ditches,  thus  constituting  a  real  system  of  open-air  drains,  was 
complete  and  immediate.  The  soil  was  so  thoroughly  dried  that  during  the  heavy 
winter  rains,  while  water  was  running  abundantly  and  regularly  down  the  ditches, 
nowhere  on  the  surface  could  the  least  pool  of  stagnant  water  be  discovered;  the  rain 
water  on  falling  down  Immediately  sifted  through  the  soil  and  reached  the  ditches 
without  even  so  much  as  forming  rills  along  the  surface. 

The  regularity  and  slowness  of  motion  of  the  water  in  those  ditches  may  be  real- 
ized from  the  fact  that  in  twenty-seven  years,  during  which  they  have  received  and 
conveyed  away  all  the  water  that  fell  on  our  property,  and  even  water  from  other 
land  higher  up,  none  of  them  has  ever  been  either  filled  or  damaged  by  undermining. 

Drained  in  this  manner,  the  ground  was  ready  for  any  cultivation  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  the  soil,  but  in  a  pure  sand  like  this,  without  the  least  admixture  of  marl 
or  clay,  grain  could  not  Immediately  be  raised  on  any  extensive  scale  without  enor- 
mous expense.  In  lands  of  good  quality  well  supplied  with  manure  and  an  abundant 
population  of  workmen,  the  cultivation  of  cereals  is  found  to  barely  pay;  what  could 
have  been  expected  from  its  introduction  on  a  great  scale  in  the  ^  Landes^  where 
almost  everything  is  lacking,  Improvement,  workmen,  and  fertilizers? 

On  the  contrary,  forest  cultivation  which  succeeds  so  well  without  care  or  effort, 
spontaneously  in  fact,  on  those  points  where  the  ground'is  naturally  drained,  was 
clearly  indicated  as  the  obvious  mode  of  utilizing,  immediately  after  desiccation,  all 
this  vast  expanse  of  land  where  the  necessary  elements  for  a  higher  class  of  cultiva- 
tion could  not  be  obtained  at  once. 

The  loose  soil  of  the  ^^  Landes,*^  otherwise  so  well  adapted  to  forest  growth, 
specially  that  of  the  pine  and  oak.  is  further  placed  under  a  climate  second  to  none 
in  France  as  regards  vegetation.  The  air  is  stimulating;  from  the  month  of  March 
the  sun  is  already  warm  and  fertilizing,  while  the  early  Spring  montlis  are  marked 
by  frequent  rains  caused  by  the  near  proximity  of  the  sea  and  by  the  ocean  winds 
which  often  prevail  along  the  coast,  but  are  diverted  from  the  ^'Landes*'  by  the 
elevated  downs  that  fringe  the  sea  shore. 

The  permanent  stagnation  of  this  rain  water  on  the  surface,  owing  to  the  imper- 
vlousness  of  the  subsoil  and  the  flatness  of  the  ground,  had  heretofore  caused  the 
partial  failure  of  all  the  attempts  at  oak  planting,  in  spite  of  the  excellent  climatic 
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conditions  of  the  district,  simply  because  during  the  Spring  months  the  solar  heat 
necessary  to  the  proper  germination  of  the  seed  was  altogether  dissipated  by  the 
water  that  covered  the  ground.  It  was  already  late  in  Hay  and  sometimes  the 
middle  of  June,  when  the  soil  rid  at  last  of  water,  received  a  sufficiency  of  heat  for 
the  needs  of  the  young  plant.  When  the  acorn  would  germinate,  though  witli  diffi- 
culty, July  came  with  Its  high  temperature,  the  young  seedling,  unable  to  cope  with 
the  fierce  heat  of  the  sun,  perished  from  wealcness  and  lack  of  growth.  As  to  pine, 
less  difficulty  was  encountered.  This  species  of  tree  could  vegetate  almost  the  whole 
year  round,  and  in  spite  of  the  heat  of  Summer  and  other  serious  drawbaclcs,  managed 

f;enerally  to  hold  its  own,yet  not  without  greatsufiering.  Having  commenced  its  growth 
n  May  or  June,  it  was,  of  course,  far  less  developed  than  If  it  had  already  commenced 
in  March  to  enjoy  the  solar  heat.  Certain  places  there  were,  covered  with  water  np 
to  midsummer  where  the  seed  never  did  germinate.  So  that  in  the  midst  of  the 
pine  plantations  hitherto  raised  in  the  undrained  ^^Landes,^  among  sickly  and  yellow 
trees  struggling  each  Spring  with  the  water  for  their  necessary  heat,  many  open- 
ings were  seen  where  pine  never  had  succeeded  in  growing,  and  where  all  the  expense 
of  tilling  and  planting  had  been  utterly  lost. 

Planted,  however,  in  ground  so  drained  that  the  water  merely  passes  through  the 
soil,  acorns  and  pine  seeds  have  been  able  to  germinate  in  March,  favored  both  by 
the  Spring  rains  that  here  merely  irrigate  Uie  soil,  and  by  the  sun,  whose  heat, 
already  considerable,  is  no  longer  dissipated,  in  July  the  young  plants,  whose  roots 
have  rapidly  extended  through  the  loose  and  light  soil,  are  deep  enough  and  strong 
enough  to  stand  the  heat  of  the  sun  and  to  resume  early  the  following  Spring  their 
active  and  normal  growth. 

It  is  a  remarkable  though  easily  anticipated  fact  that  in  those  low  bottoms  where 
pines  could  not  grow  and  seeds  were  drowned,  draining  has  been  followed  by  a  far 
more  active  development  of  vegetation  than  anywhere  else.  These  places  were  natu- 
rally* every  winter,  central  points  to  which  vegetable  detritus,  animal  substances, 
and  the  droppings  of  sheep  were  carried  by  water;  so  that  those  very  portions  of 
laud,  formerly  lost  and  useless,  have  become  by  the  draining  process  the  most  fertile 
in  the  whole  district. 

Having,  during  the  fall  of  1848,  carried  out  the  system  of  drainage  above  indicated, 
through  the  piece  of  property  we  had  selected  for  that  purpose,  we  put  in,  about 
March,  1850,  a  crop  of  pines  and  oaks  after  a  simple  turning  up  of  the  soil,  tlie  total 
cost  of  which  did  not  go  beyond  30  francs  per  hectare  C96.00  per  2}4  acres=92.40  per 
acre). 

Such  were  the  immediate  results  of  the  planting  that,  the  next  year,  numerous 
land-owners  adopted  the  same  plan  and  obtained  Identical  success. 

The  General  Life  Insurance  Company  purchased  a  lot  of  3,200  hectares  (8,000  acres) 
close  by  the  600  (1,250  acres)  which  we  had  first  drained  and  had  similar  improve- 
ments effected,  after  requesting  of  the  government  the  aid  of  the  civil  engineers  for 
the  study  of  the  drainage  question.  This  aid  was  further  granted  gratuitously  to  all 
the  land-owners  that  chose  to  try  draining  their  lands. 

NATURE  OF  THE  WATER-SUPPLY. 

Aside  from  the  causes  of  unheal thlness  and  sterility  appertaining  to  the  soil,  there 
existed  In  the  ^^Landes^  another  factor  far  more  pernicious  to  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants and  animals  of  the  country;  we  refer  to  the  noxious  character  of  their 
water-supply. 

This  was  a  difficulty,  the  overcoming  of  which  was  one  of  the  chief  desiderata;  un- 
til the  inhabitants  and  cattle  were  duly  supplied  with  a  pure  and  healthy  beverage 
it  was  useless  to  expect  In  that  country  the  increase  of  population  which  alone  could 
develop  the  capabilities  of  the  soil. 

As  we  mentioned  before,  there  Is  not  a  living  spring  over  the  entire  plateau  of  the 
^  Landes;^  the  only  water  obtainable  Is  derived  from  a  general  layer  that  underlies 
the  aliolic  stratum  about  1  m.  20  (4  ft.)  below  ground.  Thus  a  well  In  that  region  is 
but  a  hole  bored  through  the  alios  and  communlcatiug  with  the  layer  of  water  placed 
immediately  underneath. 

This  layer  consists  of  the  first  rainfall  of  autumn;  this  water,  after  washing  out 
the  soil  and  carrying  down  all  the  vegetable  and  animal  detritus  in  its  way,  pene- 
trates through  the  interstices,  numerous  enough,  of  the  aliotic  stratum  and  comes  to 
rest  within  the  sand-bed  below.  There  It  remains,  charged  with  organic  substances, 
chief  of  which  is  vegetable  albumen. 

This  water  is  of  a  yellowish  tint  and  presents  an  acrid  taste;  no  vegetation,  no  roll- 
ing on  the  sand  or  gravel  can  purify  or  air  it  as  Is  the  case  with  running  water.    Fur- 
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•thermore,  heinf^  so  near  the  surface  of  the  ground,  it  is  ice-cold  in  winter  and  lulce- 
warm  in  summer. 

Water  of  this  Icind  charged  with  nitrogenlzed  products,  the  result  of  the  putre- 
faction of  vegetable  albumen,  is  generally  good  for  land  irrigation,  and  the  ease 
with  which  it  can  be  obtained  at  any  point  of  the  ^^Landes,^  in  summer,  by  making  a 
simple  hole  four  feet  deep,  is  an  element  of  great  importance  and  value  for  the  cul- 
tivation of  certain  articles,  especially  in  the  production  of  the  higher  class  cereals, 
which  is  sure  to  advance  at  a  rapid  rate  with  tlie  future  increase  of  population* 

Under  the  bed  of  sand  containing  the  water  there  are  strata  of  clay  and  marl,  under 
which  undoubtedly  water  will  be  found  purer  than  that  above;  however,  a  few  bor- 
ings some  sixty-flvc  feet  deep  that  wq  made  at  different  points,  have  failed  to  strike 
these  strata,  and  the  geological  study  of  the  country  makes  it  probable  that  those 
•calcareous  and  argillaceous  layers  are  too  far  below  the  surface  for  wells  to  be  car- 
ried down  and  through  them. 

However,  as  the  impure  surface  water  gradually  goes  down  and  filters  through  the 
sand,  it  leaves  behind  more  and  more  its  suspended  organic  substances,  so  that, 
taken  say  at  a  depth  of  twelve  feet,  it  is  found  much  purer  than  at  the  surface.  If, 
further,  this  water  taken  at  twelve  feet  depth,  is  made  to  filter  through  a  heavy 
artificial  stratum  of  marl  and  clay  gravel,  it  will  rid  itself  completely  of  all  organic 
matter  and  come  perfectly  pure  out  of  the  artificial  stratum. 

FILTERING  WELLS. 

In  order  to  carry  out  this  idea,  we  have  constructed  wells  only  twelve  feet  deep,  so 
as  to  reduce  the  expense  as  much  as  possible.  The  resetment  has  been  so  cemented 
as  to  be  impervious.  Water  comes  in  only  through  the  bottom,  which  is  covered  be- 
sides by  a  20-inch  thick  layer  of  clay,  gravel,  and  limestone  fragments,  left  from  the 
cutting  of  the  stones  for  the  resetment.  The  water  that  Issues  from  this  layer  re- 
mains a  few  days  whitish,  but  it  soon  becomes  clear  again  and  is  found  entirely  free 
of  all  organic  substance.  The  following  analysis  will  show  that  the  water  of  ordinary 
wells  holds  as  much  as  34  milligrammes  of  organic  matter  per  litre  (}  grain  to  quart), 
while  that  of  tlie  filtrating  wells  holds  but  2  mil.  (.03  gr.  to  quart).  Water  charged 
with  34  mil.  (i  gr.  to  quart)  of  organic  matter  is  undoubtedly  unhealthy,  while  the 
other  may  be  considered  as  drinking  water  of  very  fair  quality. 

AKALYSI3  OF  THE  WATER. 
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Bimilar  wells  have  been  constructed  in  all  the  townships  of  both  departments  of 
the  •'  Gironde  "  and  the  ''  Landes,"  and  we  will  show  further  on  that  they  have  been 
one  of  the  chief  causes  of  the  sanitary  improvement  of  the  country. 

DEVELOPMENT  OP  THE  FIRST  CROPS  OF   1849. 

In  1855  the  total  area  of  the  "  Landes  "  drained  and  planted  since  1849,  according 
to  the  same  process,  reached  already  a  figure  of  20,500  hectares  (50,000  acres). 

As  regards  the  planting  done  in  1849  on  our  drained  land,  the  growth  of  the  pines 
and  oaks  was  such  tliat  after  five  years  tliey  mt^asured  an  average  height  of  11  feet, 
with  a  circumference  of  about  twelve  inches  close  to  the  ground. 

These  results  appeared  so  remarkable  that  a  general  inspector  of  agriculture,  who 
had  already  made  several  unsuccessful  attempts  in  the  district,  deemed  it  a  duty  to 
ship  a  few  of  those  trees  to  the  world's  exhibition,  at  that  time  open  in  Paris,  in 
order  to  lay  them  before  the  international  committee  charged  with  the  examina- 
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tion  of  the  attempts  at  forest  ralsiii||^  made  on  the  wild  lands  of  France  and  the 
iiei^hborlnii^  countries. 

This  committee  was  composed  of  Messrs.  Milne-Edwards,  GeoffVoy  St.  Ililaire, 
Brongniart,  Decaime,  members  of  the  Institute;  Focillon,  Vicairc  forest  commission- 
sloner,  and  several  foreign  agriculturists. 

Such  was  the  impression  produced  by  the  committee  by  the  result  obtained  in  the 
**  Landes,^  as  explained  at  length  by  ourselves,  that  they  resolved  on  investigating 
the  matter  themselves. 

Here  is  an  extract  from  their  report: —       ♦♦•♦♦♦♦» 

^  The  Committee  has,  therefore,  seen,  with  the  highest  satisfaction,  an  exhibitor 
who,  hoping  almost  without  hope,  has  found  in  the  study  of  the  soil  and  of  the  cli- 
matic conditions  of  that  sandy  desert  the  germ  of  a  new  system,  and  has  carried  it 
out  regardless  of  cost  or  obstacles.  Where  so  many  gifted  with  far  greater  resources 
had  completely  failed,  he  has  achieved  in  a  few  years  a  success  the  future  of  whldi  is 
all  but  assured,  and  has  solved  at  the  same  time  a  problem  of  national  interest. 

**  Under  No.  229  of  the  Imperial  Catalogue,  Mr.  Chambrelent,  civil  engineer  In  the 
Department  of  the  ^Giroude,'  exhibits  young  trees  of  the  maritime  pine  and  white- 
oalc  species,  grown  from  seeds  planted  in  1850,  on  a  piece  of  property  located  in  the 
"^Landes,' and  according  to  a  method  originated  by  the  author.  •  *  *  These 
weighty  reasons  induced  the  Committee  to  order  a  local  investigation  as  a  basis  for 
a  detailed  report;  Mr.  Kreuter,  an  Austrian  engineer,  was  entrusted  with  the  mis- 
sion. By  the  end  of  September  his  labors  were  completed  and  his  report  submitted 
to  the  Committee.^^ 

The  result  of  the  examination  by  the  Committee  was:— 

1.  That  the  fine  growth  of  the  trees  was  equally  remarkable  over  the  entire  surface 
of  the  drained  lancte. 

2.  That  the  draining  method  applied  to- those  lands  was  as  simple  as  it  was  cheap. 

3.  That  the  same  method  was  applicable  with  equal  facility  to  the  whole  extent  of 
wild  or  unhealthy  lands  still  existing  in  that  part  of  France,  and  would  render  them 
more  or  less  valuable. 

The  report  mentioned  besides  all  the  work  done  since  1849  bv  those  land-owners 
who  had  imitated  the  example  given  them,  and  called  attention  to  the  great  ad- 
vantages which  would  follow  the  extension  of  those  works  over  the  whole  country. 

Unfortunately,  these  works  could  be  carried  on  only  on  lands  close  enough  either 
to  the  rare  little  brooks  that  rise  near  the  boundaries  of  the  plateau,  or  to  the  ditches 
of  the  public  highways  which  led  to  the  brooks. 

In  order  to  secure  the  entire  drainage  of  that  whole  surface,  a  grand  general  plan 
was  necessary,  comprising  large  canals  Intended  to  receive  the  waters  of  all  the  sec- 
ondary ditches  to  be  opened  at  various  points. 

This  could  not  be  done  without  the  intervention  of  the  State,  which  alone  had  au- 
thority to  order  and  design  an  operation  which  was  to  be  developed  over  such  a 
large  extent  of  country. 

This  State  intervention  was  called  for,  besides,  by  the  duty  imposed  upon  it  by  law 
of  abating  nuisances  and  conditions  noxious  to  health ;  at  the  same  time  it  was  the 
proper  policy  of  the  inhabitants  to  accept  it  willingly,  since  thereby  their  lands  were 
for  a  small  sacrifice  of  money  to  be  rendered  healthier  and  considerably  more  valu- 
■able. 

Still  another  circumstance  i*endered  State  intervention  necessary.  About  one-half 
of  all  the  wild  and  malarial  lands  was  generally  held  in  fee  simple  by  the  towns  with- 
out admixture  of  special  or  ancient  rights  of  village  or  district,  which  habitually 
raise  such  obstacles  to  all  plans  of  land  improvement. 

The  State,  as  guardian  of  these  towns,  was  bound  to  initiate  for  and  even  to  im- 
pose on  them  the  execution  of  works  which,  while  being  essential  to  the  general 
w^elfare,  were  intended  to  confer  on  them  sudi  great  advantages. 

By  virtue  of  the  law  of  1807,  the  work  of  draining  could  be  made  compulsory;  but 
that  law,  besides  being  very  complicated  and  dlfflcult  of  application  over  such 
extended  ranges,  could  not  have  been  construed  so  as  to  compel  the  putting  in  of 
•crops  in  the  new  lands.  But  the  advantage  of  doing  so  immediately  after  the  drain- 
ing, was  considered  of  such  importance  as  to  lay  on  the  State  the  obligation  to  pro- 
vide for  it  even  at  the  risk  of  temporary  sacrifices. 

The  object  in  view  was  so  great,  and  the  probable  expense  so  modest  compared 
with  the  expected  results,  that  the  State,  convinced  by  the  mass  of  testimony  at 
band,  finally  decided  to  introduce  a  bill  for  the  sanitary  drainage  and  agricultural 
redemption  of  the  '^Landes"  of  Gascony. 

This  bill  became  law  on  the  19th  of  June,  1857,  and  was  immediately  applied.  Its 
results  have  reached  far  beyond  all  antlclpatious. 
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We  will  now  examine  the  dispositions  of  tlie  law  and  give  an  account  of  its  appli- 
cation and  the  results  obtained. 

CHAPTER  II. 
Laio  of  the  19th  of  June,  1857. 

The  principle  of  tlie  law  of  June  19th,  1857,  is  as  follows: — 

*'The  town  lands  of  both  Departments  of  the  'Gironde'  and  the  'Landes,'  will 
be  drained  and  agriculturally  reclaimed  at  the  expense  of  the  towns  themselves. 

''Wherever  tliis  is  impossible,  or  in  case  a  town  refuses  to  have  the  worlc  executed, 
the  State  will  have  it  done  at  its  own  cost,  and  will  re-imburse  itself  for  the  capital 
expended  as  well  as  for  the  interest  thereof,  out  of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  timber 
and  other  products  of  said  lands." 

The  law,  it  is  clear,  did  not  apply  to  private  property,  but  as  already  noticed  by 
the  committee  of  1855,  a  large  number  of  land-owners  had  already  followed  the 
example  given  them;  and  if  the  proportion  of  private  lands  drained  and  cultivated 
since  1849,  had  not  been  larger,  this  was  principally  caused  by  the  extensive  ranges 
of  town  lands  among  which  the  parcels  of  private  property  happened  to  be  enclosed. 

Either  from  apatny  or  interested  motives  on  the  part  of  municipal  councilmen, 
owners  of  herds  of  sheep  allowed  to  roam  freely  over  those  lands,  the  towns  had  as 
yet  failed  to  do  any  work  whatever;  they  merely  had  during  the  last  few  years 
commenced  to  sell  certain  parcels  of  property  the  value  of  which  nad  increased  of  late. 

Tlie  owners  of  property  enclosed  in  the  commons  were  therefore  waiting  for  the 
opening  of  the  main  canals  that  were  to  receive  their  own  drainage  water  as  well 
as  that  of  the  commons;  until  then,  they  could  neither  open  ditches  nor  put  in  crops. 

Further,  the  law  provided  that  the  country  roads  necessary  for  the  improvement 
of  the  lands  to  be  drained,  would  be  constructed  at  government  expense.  Those 
roads  were  to  be  lined  by  two  large  ditches  which  thus  would  furnish  the  land  own- 
ers with  means  of  escape  for  their  drainage  water. 

No  one  doubted,  therefore,  that  as  fast  as  these  roads  and  other  works  prescribed 
by  law  were  executed  on  the  town  lands,  the  private  land-owners  would  rapidly 
follow  with  their  own  improvements.  This  expectation  has  been  most  completely 
realized,  as  will  be  seen  further  on. 

However,  when  the  bill  was  introduced  in  the  legislative  chamber,  two  objections 
were  raised  against  its  provisions. 

In  the  first  place,  several  members  observed,  that  over  the  surface  of  France  there 
were  many  other  wild  lands  awaiting  improvement,  and  that  there  was,  in  their 
opinion,  no  reason  why  the  State  should  favor  the  '*  Landes"  of  Qasoony  In  prefer- 
ence to  any  other  district.  ♦♦♦♦♦•• 

[Becanso^  however^  no  other  district  presented  so  homogeneous  and  extensive 
an  area  (1,600,000  acres),  forming  an  interior  Sahara  most  fatiguing  to  travel- 
ers who  visit  the  south  of  France  or  go  to  Spain ;  because  this  whole  department 
could  all  be  reclaimed  by  a  single  process ;  because  the  reclamation  of  this 
vast  area  was  thus  a  matter  of  national  importance ;  and  because  of  the  cer- 
tainty and  the  greatness  of  tlie  results  to  be  attained, — it  was  decided  to  give 
preference  to  the  **Landes.''     The  report  continues  as  follows: — ] 

Another  objection  to  the  bill  was  the  considerable  expense  that  the  State  might 
have  to  incur.  The  total  extent  of  commons  in  the  "^  Landes"  of  both  departments 
measured  some  750,000  acres,  and  at  an  average  of  20  francs  ($4)  per  acre,  the  cost  to 
the  government,  in  the  event  of  all  the  towns  refusing  to  pay  for  the  work,  would 
have  reached  a  figure  of  15,000,000  francs  ($3,000,000). 

As  to  this,  we  remarked  that  this  sum  of  20  francs  ($4)  per  acre  had  been  ex- 
pended by  us  in  order  to  drain  and  plant  the  first  and  most  difficult  lot,  but  that  one- 
half  of  that  sum  would  scarcely  be  required  when  the  process  was  carried  on  over 
large  extents  of  surface. 

VVe  added  that  in  our  opinion  the  towns  would  never  consent  to  give  up  their  com- 
mons, and  that  sooner  than  let  the  State  own  them  temporarily,  the  municipal  coun- 
cils would  without  hesitation  have  the  improvement  made  at  their  own  co.«t,  and 
raise  money  to  cover  expenses  by  selling  enough  parcels  for  that  purpose.  We  fur- 
ther claimed  that  whatever  outlay  the  State  found  itself  forced  to  make  would  never 
go  beyond  the  sum  of  six  millions  of  francs  ($1,200,000). 
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This  figure  of  six  millions  francs  ($1,200,000)  was  incorporated  in  the  law  as  the 
maximum  responsibility  assumed  by  the  State. 

Wc  show  further  on  that  these  expectations  were  far  surpassed  by  the  actual 
events.  All  the  towns  without  exception  have  paid  all  their  expenses,  and  not  a  cent 
has  been  touched  of  the  six  million  francs  ($1,200,000)  granted  to  the  State  for  the 
execution  of  the  work. 

No  law  has  ever  been  more  completely  accepted  and  carried  out  by  all  concerned, 
not  a  single  town  has  hesitated  to  assume  its  share  of  the  expense.    *       *       * 

CHAPTER  III. 
Application  of  the  law  of  June  19^  1857. 

Immediatelv  after  the  promulgation  of  the  law  the  municipal  councils  of  all  the 
towns  possessing  commons  were  called  upon  to  decide  whether  each  individual  town 
was  ready  to  execute  the  work  of  draining  and  planting  prescribed  by  the  law,  and 
willing  to  assume  the  cost. 

The  area  of  wild  and  unhealthy  lands  owned  as  commons  by  the  towns  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  Gironde  (divided  among  62  townships)  measured  107,811  hectares; 
and  the  corresponding  lands  in  the  department  of  the  Landes  (divided  among  110 
townships).  183,714  hectares;  total  (divided  among  162  townships)  291,626  hec- 
tares (or  728,812  acres).  Besides  these  town  lands,  a  much  larger  extent,  some  360,- 
000  hectares  (876,000  acres),  belonged  to  private  individuals. 

An  area  of  26,000  hectares  (about  63,000  acres)  had  already  been  reclaimed  and 

J>lanted  since  1860,  prior  to  the  law  affecting  the  towns,  and  the  execution  of  that 
aw  was  sure  to  decide  all  the  other  property  holders,  who  only  waited  for  the  town 
works  in  order  to  commence  their  own. 

The  municipal  councils  unanimously  declared  themselves  ready  to  assume  the 
charge  of  all  the  works,  and  stated  their  intention  to  cover  the  cost  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  a  certain  portion  of  their  lands;  they  all  requested,  besides,  that 
the  specifications  of  the  scheme  be  laid  out  and  the  works  executed  at  their  own  ex- 
pense by  the  civil  engineers  attached  to  the  hydraulic  service  of  the  Department. 

WOUK  OF  DRAINING. 

The  drainage  scheme  was  immediately  elaborated  and  submitted  to  the  examina- 
tion of  the  municipal  councils. 

This  scheme  comprised  the  opening  of  main  canals  to  receive  the  water,  and  secon- 
dary escapement  ditches  to  be  opened  afterwards  to  insure  the  complete  drying  of 
the  lands  to  be  improved. 

The  laying  out  of  those  main  canals,  to  be  cut  out  over  a  nearly  fiat  ground  and 
through  sandy  soil,  demanded  long  study  and  presented  many  difilcuities.  The  whole 
country  had  to  be  carefuliv  surveyed;  as  we  have  remarked  before,  the  slope  of  some 
portions  of  it  is  only  ^  or  one  per  tliousand  (6  inches  in  1,000  feet\ 

In  calculating  the  slope  of  the  canals  we  had  to  avoid  too  slight  an  inclination, 
which  would  not  have  been  sufficient  to  give  motion  to  the  water;  likewise  toc»  steep 
a  declivity  was  also  to  be  avoided,  on  account  of  the  sandy  character  of  the  soil.  The 
slopes  have  been  determined  so  regularly  along  the  entire  course  of  the  canals  that 
the  cost  of  keeping  them  in  repair  since  they  were  opened  has  been  but  a  moderate 
source  of  annual  expense. 

The  main  arteries  had  also  to  be  so  arranged  in  their  mutual  relations  as  to  serve 
io  an  equally  advantageous  manner  all  the  townships  across  which  they  ran,  and  the 
iDhabitants  of  which  were  to  be  taxed  pro  rata  to  pay  the  cost. 

Finally,  as  the  various  parcels  of  town  lands,  though  covering  large  areas,  were 
still  separated  by  private  pieces  of  property,  which  had  to  be  crossed  by  the  pro- 
jected canals  as  well  as  the  commons,  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  the  owners*  consent, 
not  only  so  as  to  avoid  paying  them  damages,  but  al!<o  to  obtain  their  assistance  and 
help,  which  they  in  Justice  were  hound  to  give,  considering  the  advantages  they  were 
to  derive  from  the  work. 

Thanks  to  the  favorable  dispositions  of  the  land-owners  and  of  the  municipal  coun- 
cils, thanks  also  to  the  zeal  of  the  prefect  of  the  Gironde,  M.  de  Mentque,  to  whom  a 
good  share  of  the  result  is  due.  all  difficulties  were  overcome. 

Every  scheme  was  successively  adopted  by  the  municipal  councils,  and  rights  qf  way 

granted  by  all  the  private  proprietors  save  one,  to  wtiom  an  indemnitv  of  991  francs 
198.60)  had  to  be  paid  for  the  privilege  of  running  a  canal  through  his  property. 
The  average  width  of  the  main  caoals  In  the  Department  of  the  Gironde  was  13  to 
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15  feet,  measured  on  the  bottom,  and  their  total  added  lea^th  2,196  kilometres  883 
meters  (1,400  miles). 

The  canal  of  the  coast  marshes,  that  extends  from  the  pond  of  Laconan  to  that  of 
Languarde,  and  which  had  to  be  opened  among  perennial  marshes,  Is  40  feet  wide  at 
bottom,  with  a  slope  of  25  per  thousand  along  a  line  of  10,198  metres  (8  miles). 

The  canal  running  from  the  pond  of  Hourtin  to  that  of  Laconan,  also  opened  amonji; 
marshes  where  the  workmen  had  to  work  constantly  in  the  water,  Is  22  feet  wide 
and  8,326  metres  long  (about  6  miles). 

These  two  canals  were  intended  to  receive  the  entire  drainage  of  a  water-shed 
area  of  S1,000  hectares  (200,000  acres),  in  which  were  many  town3nip8  to  be  drained: 
and  the  conditions  of  the  work,  which  differs  from  that  carried  out  elsewhere,  will 
be  the  subject  of  a  separate  chapter  of  this  report  (Chapter  5.)* 

While  we  were  busy  elaborating  the  schemes,  the  municipal  councils  were  devising 
means  to  obtain  the  funds  necessary  to  cover  their  respective  shares  of  the  cost. 
For  this,  simultaneous  sales  were  negotiated  in  each  township,  a  difficult  opera- 
tion which  required  special  care  in  order  to  overcome  all  obstacles,  while  protecting 
entirely  the  interests  of  the  towns. 

As  soon  as  the  plans  and  specifications  were  definitely  agreed  upon  and  the  Ponds 
got  together  by  the  towns,  tlie  work  was  divided  up  and  immediately  commenced. 

In  1862  three  main  draining  schemes  had  already  been  fUlly  carried  out  in  the  de- 
partment of  the  Gironde,  and  twenty-two  others  were  sufficiently  advanced  to  give 
us  hopes  that  the  entire  work  would  bo  completed  in  the  early  months  of  the  fol- 
lowing year. 

In  1865  the  draining  was  entirely  completed  and  the  general  council  at  its  sitting  of 
September  2d,  after  taking  cognizance  of  the  results,  added  to  its  proceedings  a 
vote  of  thanks  for  those  to  whom  their  realization  was  due.  The  expense  of  dniin- 
ago  in  the  Gironde  amounted  to  674,108  francs,  and  in  the  Landes  to  319,362  francs; 
total  for  both  departments,  893,470  francs  ($178,694).  In  the  document  relating  to 
the  law  the  maximum  cost  of  drainage  had  been  estimated  at  12  francs  per  hectare 
(4  francs,  or  80  cents  per  acre). 

It  is  clear  that  we  have  remained  considerably  below  this  figure;  if  we  divide  the 
sum  of  574,108  francs  by  the  total  area  of  the  township  laudS,  we  only  fj^et  an  ex- 
pense of  5  francs  (55  centimes)  per  hectare  (44  cents  per  acre);  that  is  less  than  half 
the  maximum  estimated  cost. 

This  reduction  is  owing  to  two  causes: — 

First,  we  must  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  certain  townships  possessing  but  few 
parcels,  or  situated  on  the  highest  part  of  the  plateau,  have  been  found  not  to  need 
any  main  canal  for  the  reception  of  their  drainage  water. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  have  endeavored  to  utilize  as  much  as  possible  all  the 
ditches  of  country  roads,  of  highways  and  turnpikes,  both  constructea  and  projected. 
In  regard  to  the  latter,  the  ditches  have  been  opened  first,  pending  the  completion 
of  their  construction. 

In  the  Department  of  the  Landes,  the  reduction  seems  larger  still,  because  the 
total  expense  is  less  although  the  area  is  larger.  This  is  explained  by  the  circum- 
stance that  in  the  '^ Landes^*  the  lands  for  sale  have  not  been  included  in  the  sdieme 
for  draining.    The  work  in  the  latter  has  been  reserved  for  the  purchasers. 

Accordingly  the  cost  of  319,362  francs  ($63,872.40)  only  covers  an  area  of  60,956 
liectares  (150,000  acres)  at  the  rate  of  5f  25  per  hectare  (42  cents  per  acre).  This 
however  has  prevented  the  perfect  uniformity  and  correspondence  of  the  work  on 
the  lands  still  belonging  to  towns  and  those  that  had  been  sold.  Furthermore,  the 
Department  of  the  Landes,  selling  undrained  lands,  has  realized  far  less  capital,  and 
the  difference  is  even  greater  than  the  previous  cost  of  draining  would  have  been. 
Thus  the  Department  of  the  ^  Gironde^*  has  sold,  on  an  average,  its  drained  lands  20 
francs  ($4.00)  higher  than  the  other  Department,  although  the  draining  cost  but  5f  50 
(44  cents  per  acre)  or  thereabouts. 

At  any  rate,  before  commencing  the  work,  the  towns  had  already  realized  bj 
selling  part  of  their  lands,  as  wo  already  stated,  the  entire  sum  necessary  to  cover 
all  the  cost  of  draining,  and  all  the  work  has  consequently  been  done  without  gov- 
ernment aid;  the  six  millions  francs  ($1,200,000)  placed  by  law  at  the  disposal  of  the 
State  for  that  purpose,  in  the  event  of  resistance  on  the  part  of  the  towns,  have 
remained  Intact.  Thus  the  hopes  we  gave,  at  the  time  the  bill  was  discussed,  in 
holding  the  belief  that  not  a  single  town  would  require  coercion,  have  been  realized. 
The  result  is  as  complete  as  could  be  desired. 

*  Omitted  in  this  translation. 
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In  proportion  as  the  draining  progressed  we  turned  our  attention  to  the  work  of 
planting  in  those  lands  that  had  not  been  sold  to  pay  expenses. 

But  outside  of  this  work,  the  foundation  of  future  wealth  in  those  districts,  tliere 
were  ImproTements  of  another  nature,  no  less  important  both  from  a  moral  and  a 
material  standpoint,  which  it  behooveu  us  to  introduce  in  the  country. 

WORKS  OF  MUNICIPAL  INTEREST. 

Several  townships  had  no  town  hall;  municipal  affairs  were  transacted  in  some 
room  rented  by  the  town  from  the  chief  inn-keeper;  schools  or  parsonages  existed 
hardly  anywhere.  As  to  churches,  most  of  them  wore  old  tottering  concerns 
unworthy  of  the  purpose  they  were  Intended  for. 

Encouraged  by  the  rise  in  value  of  their  drained  lands,  tlie  municipal  councils, 
ander  administrative  impulse,  finally  consented  to  sell  additional  parcels  of  land  to 
an  extent  sufficient  to  procure  them  the  means  of  supplying  their  towns  with  tlie 
municipal  buildings  and  religious  edifices  they  were  in  need  of. 

We  have  carefhlnr  ascertained  for  each  town,  tlie  area  of  lands  disposed  of  by  sale, 
the  money  realized  and  the  use  made  of  it.  Our  figures,  from  the  great  care  and  poins 
taken,  are  rigorously  accurate.  The  result  of  tlie  official  census  shows  that  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  sale  of  town  lands  in  the  Department  of  the  Girondc  reached  the 

sum  of francs  5,523,001 

And  in  the  Department  of  the  Landes,  the  sum  of 7,908,941 

Total francs  13,431,942 

(=12,686,388.40) 

The  following  schedule  shows  the  various  works  of  public  utility  executed  in  the 

163  townships  of  the  ''Landes*^  of  Gascony,  as  a  result  of  the  application  of  the  law 

of  J'unel0,1857:- 
Francs. 

1.  Drainage  works  costing 893,470 

%  Putting  first  crops  in  the  lands 681,811 

3.  Construction  of  new  churches  and  repair  of  old  ones 2,391,503 

4.  Construction  of  new  parsonages  and  repair  of  old  one^ 677,053 

5.  Construction  and  repair  of  school-houses  and  town  halls 1 ,636,372 

6.  Subsidies,  subscriptions,  and  special  contributions  for  the  development 

of  country  roads  and  highways 1,987,211 

7.  Sundry  expenditures,  construction  of  wells  of  drinking-water,  transfer 

of  cemeteries  outside  of  towns  and  villages 811,776   . 

8.  Township  fhnds  invested  in  government  ^nds 4,352,746 

Total  equal  to  the  proceeds  of  sales 13,431,942 

(»f2,686,388.40) 

This  statement,  in  the  opinion  of  the  General  Council  of  the  Gironde,  may  be 

Suoted  as  one  of  the  brightest  pages  In  the  history  of  progress  and  civilization,  in  a 
istrict  which,  twenty  years  ago,  was  the  most  wretched  and  the  poorest  portion  of 
the  French  territory,  and  which  to-day  may  be  considered  one  of  the  wealthiest  and 
most  prosperous. 

WORK  OP  PLANTING. 

While  realizing  these  improvements  as  useful  to  the  moral  and  intellectual  devel- 
opment of  the  inhabitants  as  to  their  physical  welfare,  the  towns  in  the  Gironde 

have  planted  at  a  cost  stated  above~ 

Hectares.       Acres. 

23,717  =  58,000 
And  those  of  the  "  Landes"  an  area  of .  50,422  =125,000 

Total ..74,139  =183,000 

RESULTS  OF  THE  PLANTING. 

As  to  the  lands  already  planted,  the  results  have  been  as  satisfactory  as  could  be 
expected :  every  where  a  forest  vegetation  of  the  most  vigorous  kind  is  developing 
itself  from  year  to  year  and  excites  the  wonder  of  all  the  travelers  that  visit  the  dis- 
trict. 

Between  1865  and  1870  a  few  serious  accidents  have  taken  place,  caused  by  acciden- 
tal fires  in  the  young  woods.    Although  these  fires  have  become  less  and  less  in  num- 
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ber  since  1870,  they  constitute  a  real  dan^^er.  The  administration  is  now  devising 
means  to  efficaciously  prevent  them  and  framing  a  bill  to  that  effect. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  increase  in  value  of  the  planted  lands,  we  have,  in  eadi 
township,  taken  a  census  that  illustrates  this  increase  since  the  first  crop  of  1857. 

The  figures  of  our  table  are  the  result  of  information  obtained  from  tlie  mayors 
and  the  inhabitants  and  from  the  ascertained  prices  paid  for  the  lands  last  sold.  Bat 
these  prices  are  generally  too  low;  owing  to  a  depreciation  almost  imaginary,  and 
more  fictitious  than  real,  which  has  been  brought  about  by  the  prevalent  fear  of  fires. 

Putting  these  fears  out  of  the  question  (and  it  is  to  be  hopea  that  they  will  be  al- 
layed some  day  by  the  passage  of  tlie  projected  law),  we  are  warranted  in  adding  25 
per  cent  to  the  prices  which  have  been  given  us. 

At  any  rate,  on  the  basis  of  the  actual  depreciated  prices,  the  value  of  the  town 
lands,  from  the  census  made  in  each  and  every  town,  reaches  for  the  Department  of 

the  Gironde  the  sum  of francs  30,955,700 

For  the  Department  of  the  "Landes"  the  sum  of 49fiOSJM 

Total 80,^,000 

(»fl6,O53,930) 

Calculated  on  the  same  minimum  basis,  the  value  of  350.000  hectares  (900,000  acres) 

of  private  land  existing  before  1849,  and  which  have  all  been  drained  and  planted, 

reaches  a  figure  of francs  125^000/)00 

Total  actual  value  of  the  "  Landes"  of  Gascony 205,264,600 

(=#41,052,920) 

We  must  add  that  this  value,  already  much  inferior  to  that  which  the  lands  woold 
possess  but  for  the  depreciation  caused  by  fires,  increases  every  year  at  a  rapid  rate, 
corresponding  with  the  development  of  the  young  woods. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

BesuUs  of  the  Law  of  June  19,  1851 ,  from  an  Agricultural  StandpoitU, 

In  its  report  to  the  Legislative  Corps,  the  Commission  of  1857  gave  as  their 
opinion  that  the  '^  Landes'^  of  Gascony  planted  in  pine,  brought  after  a  certain  time 
a  net  income  of  about  33  francs  per  hectare  (92.64  per  acre)  which  *'  increased  every 
year,  and  that  after  a  term  of  70  years,  the  forest  having  reached  its  full  develop- 
ment, would  possess  a  value  of  no  less  than  2,000  francs^'  ($160  per  acre).  The  (^m- 
roisslon  thus  recognized  the  fact  that  the  law  would  in  that  time  give  rise  to  a 
wealth  of  forest  valued  at  nearly  one  thousand  millions  of  francs  ($200,000,000)  and 
spread  over  the  most  sterile  and  ill-favored  portion  of  France. 

This  estimation  of  the  commission  becomes  verified  more  and  more  with  each  new 
planting;  and  we  may  even  say  that  it  falls  short  of  tlie  reality. 

Some  feared  that  one  effect  of  planting  trees  over  such  an  extensive  range  of 
country  would  be  a  fall  in  the  price  of  timber,  the  more  so  from  the  fact  that  the 
cost  of  resins,  after  reaching  a  pretty  high  figure  during  the  American  war,  has  come 
down  considerably  since. 

Far  otherwise  has  it  been;  in  accordance  with  an  economic  principle  easy  enough 
to  understand,  the  abundance  of  timber  produced  has  led  the  owners  to  seelc  new 
markets  for  it  and  has  given  rise  to  so  many  new  forms  of  industry  that  in  spite  of 
the  enormous  production,  not  only  have  the  prices  risen  on  account  of  the  more 
numerous  markets,  but  even  the  young  saplings,  cut  off  during  the  first  years  in  order 
to  thin  out  the  forest,  have  been  sold  without  difficulty,  for  the  first  time. 

**********  * 

In  order  to  convey  an  idea  of  extent  of  the  timber  trade  of  the  Landes,  we  give 
the  official  figures  published  by  the  Southern  Kailroad  Company,  showing  the 
amount  of  export  from  those  stations  where  the  forest  produce  of  the  country  is 
shipped.  This  amount  for  1875  Is  357,719  tons,  and  in  1876,  453,888  tons.  To  these 
already  considerable  figures  we  must  add  all  the  timber  that  reaches  Bordeaux  oth> 
erwise  than  by  rail,  tliat  is,  by  the  national  highway  from  Belin  to  Bordeaux,  the 
Departmental  road  of  Laconau,  and  all  the  roads  that  center  in  the  metropolis;  finally 
all  that  is  floated  down  the  Adour. 

This  latter  is  less  considerably  than  the  railway  traffic,  but  it  is  still  important 
enough,  and  its  proportion  to  the  other  is  about  25  per  cent. 

At  any  rate,  the  official  tonnage  of  the  Bayonne  railway  shows  an  increase  of  96,169 


tons  for  the  year  1876  over  the  number,  sufficiently  high,  of  the  preceding  year. 
This  increase  is  sure  to  go  on  at  a  more  rapid  rate  for  the  following  years,  be 


because 
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of  all  the  planting  done  since  1857  only  one-fourth  or  thereabout  has  commenced  to 
pay,  and  every  year  the  payin;;  portions  will  increase  more  and  more.        ♦        ♦ 

Lastly,  besides  the  exportation  of  timber,  as  such  from  the  Landes,  tlie  abundance 
of  pines  in  the  country  has  g\ven  rise  to  a  peculiar  and  remarkable  industry,  the 
fabrication  of  paper  paste  of  the  pine  wood  itself. 

A  large  factory  has  been  established  at  Meios  from  which  most  paper  mills  In 
France,  specially  that  of  Angouldme,  draw  pastes  of  a  shining  whiteness  and  a 
superior  quality,  made  out  of  cellulose. 

The  Meios  factory  consumes  about  5,000  tons  of  wood  per  year,  and  ships  to  Angou- 
16me  and  other  paper  mills  a  thousand  tons  of  dry  paste. 

This  quantity,  5,000  tons  of  wood,  is  not  large  considering  tlie  immense  quantity 
of  pine  timber  exported  now-a-days  from  the  ^^  Landes.*'  On  the  other  hand,  this  is 
a  new  business  in  the  country  and  we  cannot  predict  its  future;  if  it  should  succeed 
it  is  quite  possible  that  other  factories  may  be  soon  established  in  the  ^^ Landes'* 
and  contribute  to  increase  the  wealth  of  the  country. 

We  must  state  that  following  on  the  industrial  development  brought  about  in  the 
Landes  by  the  cultivation  of  tlie  soil,  a  new  progress  has  taken  place  which  may 
produce  great  results  in  the  Aiture. 

Heretofore  no  one  had  succeeded  in  utilizing  for  lighting  purposes  the  essential 
oil  derived  from  the  pines,  but  now  a  new  industry  is  Just  oelng  developed;  Impor- 
tant discoveries  lately  made  render  it  practicable  to  so  utilize  the  oil  of  turpentine 
as  to  obtain  from  it  a  light  superior  to  that  of  all  tiie  other  oils  and  cheaper  than 
petroleum  itself. 

We  have  ourselves  tested  this  new  mode  of  lighting  and  are  convinced  that  it  will 
render  great  services  some  day. 

All  tliesc  shippings  of  timber  result  from  the  process  of  successively  thinning  out 
those  plantations  which  have  not  yet  attained  the  age  of  25  years. 

After  25  years,  the  plantations  begin  to  furnish  products  of  greater  importance 
and  value.  Small  framlnir  timbers  can  already  be  cut,  and  especially  telegraph  poles 
20, 25,  and  32  feet  high.  These  poles,  injected  with  sulphate  of  copper,  according  to 
the  Boncherle  process  In  several  establishments  spread  through  the  country,  are  in 
demand  all  over  France  and  even  abroad. 

OAKS. 

Besides  the  plantings  of  pines,  of  which  wo  have  sufficiently  treated,  oaks  have 
also  been  planted  In  the  drained  '^Landes,''  but  the  area  so  covered  is  comparatively 
verv  small. 

These  plantings  have  given  much  better  results  than  those  of  pines;  they  have 
not  been  extended  further  because  they  necessitate  a  more  costly  preparation  of  the 
soil,  and  require  particular  care  during  several  years  after  the  planting.  In  view  of 
the  immense  ranges  to  be  brought  under  cultivation,  it  was  thought  l>est  to  adopt 
the  most  rapid  and  economical  means  of  attaining  the  object  aimed  at.  But  it  will 
be  undoubtedly  advantageous  for  the  country  to  develop  more  and  more  the  cultiva- 
tion of  the  oak. 

The  Jury  at  the  agricultural  fair  of  the  Glronde  in  1876.  after  taking  cognizance  of 
the  condition  of  the  oak  plantings  done  in  the  ^*  Landes"  in  1850,  declared  them  to 
be  the  finest  and  the  most  rapid  of  growth  they  had  ever  seen,  even  in  ground  of  far 
more  value  than  the  "  Landes." 

An  important  fact,  which  enhances  the  worth  of  the  results  obtained  from  the 
cultivation  of  oaks  In  the  ^Landes,"  is  that,  in  spite  of  their  hasty  growth,  these 
trees  yield  timber  of  a  superior  quality.  Contrary  to  the  general  rule  which  ap- 
plies to  the  growth  of  woody  tissues,  iu  the  case  of  the  oak  grown  on  drained  land, 
the  precocious  development  of  the  tree  does  not  appear  to  impair  the  quality  of  the 
wood.  This  Important  fact  is  confirmed  by  the  experience  of  several  ship-bull ders, 
and  was  ascertained  long  ago  by  a  chief  inspector  of  naval  constructions,  Mr.  de 
Bonnard,  after  a  local  Investigation  conducted  by  specialists. 

CULTIVATION  OP  OTHER  ARTICLES. 

Although  nearly  the  whole  of  the  drained  "Landes"  has  been  turned  into  forests, 
still  by  their  side  other  commodities  of  a  higher  class  have  gradually  been  cultiva- 
ted in  the  neighborhood  of  houses  bnllt  since  1857.  These  new  crops  cover  as  yet 
but  a  very  small  area,  some  2,200  hectares  (55,000  acres);  but  they  begin  to  spread 
pretty  rapidly,  from  the  fact  that  the  new  forest  industry  brings  daily  an  increase 
of  population  in  the  district.     They  consist  in  meadows,  vineyards,  rye-fields,  and 
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vegetable  gardens  designed  for  the  supply  of  the  families  as  they  gradually  settle 

there. 

Unfortunately  this  cultivation  is  limited  and  can  increase  only  with  the  population 
and  the  supply  of  fertilizing  material. 

The  population  begins  to  increase  pretty  fast  with  the  development  of  the  wood 
trade.  Cattle  also  increase  in  numbers,  especially  since  most  of  the  young  trees  have 
become  large  enough  to  dispense  with  artificial  protection,  and  will  after  a  time 
furnish  manure  enough  for  the  cultivation  of  other  articles.  Tlien  it  will  be  practi- 
cable to  develop  this  cultivation,  and  more  particularly  that  of  the  grape  vine  along 
that  belt  of  country  which  borders  ttie  Medoc  district,  and  where  wines  of  a  certain 
value  will  undoubtedly  be  raised. 

But  there  is  no  need  of  hastening  this  movement;  the  proprietors  are  spontane- 
ously drawn  to  it,  and  in  their  present  state  of  mind  it  is  better  to  check  the  ten- 
dency than  to  encourage  it. 

m  '  *  *  *  *  *  *  **  •  «  • 

CHAPTER    V, 

[This  chapter  describes  the  engineering  works  execatod  for  the  pur|>o8e  of 
providing  a  free  escape  to  the  waters  of  tlie  coast  marshes,  and  it  is  not  of  suf- 
ficient interest,  nor  does  it  have  enough  bearing  on  the  main  question,  to  re- 
quire translation.] 

CHAPTER    VI. 

JiesuUs  of  the  lavo  of  June  19, 1857 ^  xotth  regard  to  the  aanUary  improvement  of  the  country^ 

aiid  the  moral  and  intellectual  development  of  the  population. 

Besides  the  agricultural  results  of  which  we  have  spoken,  the  improvements  of 
*'''  Landes  ^*  have  produced  other  results  not  less  important  in  a  sanitary  and  moral  point 
of  view.  In  proportion  to  the  increase  of  the  sanitary  measures  and  the  construe- 
tion  of  drains,  the  fevers  which  had  decimated  the  inhabitants  diminished,  and  in 
1865  they  had  so  completely  disappeared  that  it  was  declared  by  the  physicians  that 
^^  In  this  country,  formerly  so  insalubrious,  there  is  not  more  sickness  than  in  lati- 
tudes more  favorable."    . 

Here  is  an  extract  from  a  report  presented  to  the  Consul  General  during  the 
Assembly,  September  2, 1865: — 

'^In  regard  to  the  public  health,  the  results  obtained  have  not  been  less  satisfac- 
tory. 

^^In  each  of  the  reclaimed  townships  there  has  been  estimated  the  births  and 
deaths  from  the  year  1855  to  December  31,  1864.  The  result  of  this  reckoning  we 
give  in  the  following  statement: — 

^^From  1855  to  1858,  the  time  when  were  felt  the  effects  of  the  first  workings  of  the 
sanitary  measures,  brought  about  by  the  isolated  proprietors,  the  diminution  in  the 
number  of  deaths  in  proportion  to  that  of  births  was  at  the  rate  of  14  per  centum. 

^  From  1858  to  1861  this  diminution  was  27  per  centum. 

'*  Then  from  1861  to  January  1, 1865,  during  which  period  the  work  had  produced 
so  much  more  sensible  effect,  the  number  of  deaths  was  in  proportion  of  44  percent 
less  than  that  of  the  births. 

^^  The  report  of  all  the  physicians  of  'Landes*  confirmed  and  explained  these  very 
remarkable  official  statements. 

^The  physician  of  the  province  of  Castlenau,  M.  Laffort,  who  had  under  his  obser- 
vation the  townships  of  St.  Helene,  Brach,  Lacanau,  Saumos,  and  the  Poi:ge,  which 
were  the  sections  where  tlie  (paludal,  or  malarious)  fevers  raged  most  fiercely,  ex- 
presses himself  thus  in  his  report  of  the  28th  of  April  of  this  year:— 

^  *'  To-day,  in  this  country  formerly  so  unhealthy,  there  is  not  more  sickness  than 
in  latitudes  more  favorable. 

"*  This  is  true,  that  before  the  rendering  healthful  our  plains  every  year,  I  needed 
about  one  kilogramme  (27  ounces)  of  sulphate  of  quinine  and  other  drugs;  100 
grammes  (2Ji  ounces)  is  sufficient  for  me  to-day.' 

^  Dr.  Semiac,  who  practiced  in  d^Audenge,  where  we  find  the  provinces  of  d'Ans, 
d^AudernoB,  Lauton,  Beganos,  and  Mios,  states  results  no  less  remarkable. 

"'The  paludal  affections,'  says  the  report  of  this  physician  (13th  of  July  of  this 
Tear),  'are  but  little  more  to-day  in  *  Landes^  than  in  the  healthiest  parts  of  France. 
The  unmistakable  proof  of  this  astounding  result  is  as  follows : — 

^^  Until  1857 1  consumed  at  least  one  kflogramme  (27  ounces)  of  sulphate  of  qui- 
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nine  a  year  in  my  practice,  not  taking  into  consideration  that  wliich  I  ordered  for 
sickness  upon  the  railroad  or  at  the  custom  house,  at  whicli  I  have  the  honor  to  be 
the  attending  physician.  I  have  purchased  during  five  years  i  kilogramme  (13} 
ounces)  of  sulphate  of  quinine,  and  I  have  some  of  it  still.* 

^^  All  the  reports  of  other  physicians  confirm  these  very  gratifying  statements  of 
the  hygienic  state  of  the  plains  since  tlie  execution  of  these  sanitary  measures. 

^The  physician  of  the  province  of  Salles  signalizes  especially  the  construction  of 
filtering  wells,  as  one  of  the  principal  causes  of  this  happy  result.**  We  are  able  to 
produce  the  results  of  others,  which  have  been  obtained  up  to  this  year,  1865,  and  of 
those  up  to  the  31st  of  December,  1876,  which  will  confirm  all  that  has  been  aflSrmed. 

We  have  noted  with  religious  exactitude  in  township  after  township,  from  185G  to 
1876,  the  number  of  deaths  and  births  of  each  year. 

We  have  essayed  by  indicating  by  two  lines  the  fluctuations  of  the  birth-rate  and 
that  of  the  death-rate,  year  by  year.  We  have  commenced  at  1856,  wlien  for 
1,00()  deaths  we  have  1,080  births,  and  we  have  traced  the  corresponding  lines  of  each 
year  following.  From  1855  to  1868  the  number  of  deaths  diminished  considerably 
and  in  proportion  to  the  execution  of  the  work;  and  the  number  of  births  increased 
almost  in  the  same  proportion.  From  1868  to  1869  tliere  was  a  considerable  increase 
of  deaths  and  about  an  equal  reduction  of  births.  This  variation,  little  felt  by  others, 
is  explained  by  an  epidemic  of  small-pox,  which  raged  with  violence  in  two  Depart- 
ments and  which  weighed  upon  Landes  as  heavily  as  upon  the  rest  of  the  country. 
In  1870  the  death  line  was  raised  considerably.  It  Is  the  year  of  the  war.  This 
excess  of  mortality  diminished  in  1871 ;  the  efitscts  of  the  war  continued  to  be  felt,  but 
with  less  violence,  and  in  1872  the  death  line  fell  to  the  reduced  flgure  it  liad  before 
shown.  The  condition  of  afiairs  was  still  to  be  mourned,  from  the  effect  of  the 
war  upon  the  births.  From  December  30, 1870,  to  December  31, 1871,  the  reduction  of 
births  was  yet  larger  than  had  been  the  increase  of  deaths  in  1870.  This  excessive 
reduction  of  births  in  1871  is  easily  accounted  for  when  one  reflects  that  from  the 
month  of  July,  1870,  to  the  flrst  months  of  1871  nearly  all  the  able  population  of 
France  was  under  the  flag,  whether  in  the  active  army  or  in  the  reserve,  those  In 
the  reserve  having  all  reached  the  age  of  40  years.  In  1872,  however,  the  births,  ar- 
rested for  a  time,  increased  to  even  more  than  tlie  original  figures;  and  in  1873  the 
increase  of  the  population  recovered  tlie  ordinary  rate.  We  see  thus  how  much  the 
form  of  the  two  lines,  which  appeared  at 'first  sight  so  strange,  explain  (themselves) 
by  this  correct  explanation,  and  prove  exactly  the  statistics  of  the  mayors.  The  va- 
riation of  the  two  lines  in  1870  and  1871  shows  the  positive  proof  of  the  improvement. 

It  was  the  active  part  of  the  population  of  Landes  that  was  taken  by  the  war,  it  is  a 
proof  that  sturdy  men  had  substituted  themselves  little  by  little  in  the  place  of  the 
puny  and  stunted  population  which  had  existed  before  in  the  country.  Another 
consequence  of  the  promotion  of  health,  agreeing  with  theotherresults  very  naturally 
and  quite  as  remarkable,  has  been  the  great  increase  in  the  longevity  of  the  people. 

In  calculating  the  mean  life,  after  the  number  of  deaths  and  the  age  of  the  de- 
ceased, the  reckoning  made  in  the  provinces  from  1855  to  1859  shows  the  mean  life 
in  these  periods  in  Landes,  before  drainage  to  have  been  34  years  and  9  months. 

The  same  statistics,  from  1865  to  1869,  and  up  to  1870,  to  avoid  the  error  caused  by 
the  war,  show  the  result  to  be  38  yrs.  11  mo.  19  days,  or  perhaps  39  yrs. 

This  mean  life  varies  in  France  from  33  to  40  years,  say  about  37}  years.  The 
mean  life  of  Landes,  which  was  formerly  3  years  inferior  to  the  average  longevity  of 
France,  has  not  only  attained  that  longevity,  but  surpasses  it  1}  years. 

This  very  favorable  result  is  undoubtedly  astounding.  The  sole  cause  of  the 
unhealthiness  was  the  marshy  state  of  the  soil  and  the  impure  water. 

These  two  causes  have  disappeared;  it  is  situated  in  the  country,  near  the  sea 
shore,  and  the  sea  breezes  purify  the  air;  on  the  other  side  are  pine  forests  which 
have  always  been  acknowledged  as  a  cause  that  contributed  greatly  to  the  purifying 
of  the  atmosphere.  It  is  now  conceded  that  Landes  in  the  conditions  that  we  have 
stated,  ranks  to-day  as  one  of  the  most  salubrious  provinces  of  France,  as  Is  declared 
by  the  physicians  of  the  country  and  is  shown  by  the  figures  that  we  have  cited. 
There  are  still  other  facts,  beyond  the  sanitary  results  properly  said,  which  give 
an  idea  of  the  real  progress  of  the  country  and  the  welfare  which  has  been  the  exper- 
ience of  its  inhabitants.  After  the  official  reports  we  give  the  Director  of  indirect 
contributions  of  Landes,  the  products  of  the  Landes  cantons,  which  from  1853to  1857 

?ielded  a  revenue  less  than  1,014,000  francs  (8202,800).  This  has  increased  In  the 
ate  veai-8  preceding  1870  to  1^82,000  francs  ($276,400),  an  increase  of  375,000  francs 
($75,000)  or  in  the  proportion  of  33  to  100.  We  have  not  profited  beyond  the  year 
1869  on  account  of  the  increase  of  new  imports  created  since  1870.  The  increase  of 
which  we  speak  Is  due  only  to  the  natural  development  of  the  country 

83 


258      STATE   BOARD  OF  HEALTH— REPORT  OF  SECRETARY,  1879. 

In  recordinji^,  the  progress  has  been  more  considerable  still. 

The  receipts  of  the  ooantry  which  had  amounted  before 

1867to  asum  of francs 465.000  (=$93,000) 

has  attained  tlie  sum  of francs  964,000  (=$192^800) 

Showing  an  increase  of francs  499,000  (=f99^) 

Which  represents  more  than  double  the  figures  of  1857. 

The  progress  has  been  such  under  this  revenue,  that  it  has  been  necessary  to  make 
six  new  bureaus  of  registry  in  the  cantons  of  Gabanret,  Arjuzaux,  Sabn,  Mimizan, 
Parentis-eu-Born,  and  Castets. 

Finally,  we  state  that  tlie  results  that  we  indicated  have  been  very  happy,  the 
moral  and  civil  development  have  progressed  pari  passu  with  the  advancement  of 
the  products  of  nature.  Previously  to  these  works  the  unfortunate  people  of  **Landes'* 
often  had  for  (Shelter  only  huts  in  the  woods  or  open  fields  where  the  people  lived  In  a 
sort  of  pele-mele^  men  and  women,  and  where  the  moral  degradation  was  sad  to  behold. 

The  construction  of  commodious  and  healthful  stone  houses  has  been,  with  the 
schools  and  churches,  one  of  the  causes  which  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  moraJ 
and  intellectual  development  of  the  people. 

THE  RELIEF  OF  "  LE  GRAND  MARAIS,"  WAYNE  COUNTY,  MICH. 

The  low  laud  jast  above  the  easterly  limits  of  Detroit,  known  as  the  Grand 
Marais,  lies  wholly  between  Jefferson  Avenue  and  the  Detroit  River.  For 
many  years  it  was  considered  not  only  of  little  value  for  any  useful  purposes, 
but  on  account  of  its  miasmatic  exhalations  it  has  been  deemed  a  serious  threat 
to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  metropolis  of  this  State.  A  plan  has  been 
adopted  and  put  into  execution  which  will  in  the  course  of  the  next  twelve 
months  result  in  the  complete  reclaiming  of  the  entire  Marais,  and  adapting 
it  for  either  agricultural  or  manufacturing  purposes. 

The  subject  was  one  which  long  engaged  the  attention  of  Wm.  B.  Moran  of 
Detroit,  who  concluded  that  but  a  few  years  would  demonstrate  that  a  large 
and  growing  city  like  Detroit  could  not  afford  to  have  such  a  large  expanse  of 
waste  and  unhealthy  soil  so  near  its  borders.  He  became  convinced  that  it 
could  be  reclaimed  and  that  it  should  be  reclaimed.  He  entered  upon  the  work 
alone  and  unassisted,  commencing  by  himself  making  a  careful  personal 
survey.  In  the  course  of  a  few  months  he  was  familiar  with  the  topography 
of  every  square  foot  of  the  entire  marsh.  He  then  tested  the  geological  struc- 
ture by  using  at  every  square  rod  a  long,  hollow  iron  tube  shaped  very  much 
like  a  butter- trier,  and  exhibiting  in  the  same  way  the  results  of  the  testing.  It 
was  found  that  the  borings  were  uniform  in  their  results,  showing  the  substratum 
to  be  first  a  black  muck  from  13  to  23  inches  deep,  then  a  clear  white  clay  from 
12  to  18  inches,  then  a  beautiful  and  compact  blue  clay  to  a  depth  of  eight 
feet.  It  was  concluded  that  these  were  the  components  of  strong  dykes  and  that 
if  the  earth  could  be  handled  and  thrown  up  into  dykes  the  entire  strip  could 
be  reclaimed.  After  mature  deliberation  it  was  determined  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  average  level  of  the  land  was  above  the  river,  it  was  constantly  kept 
wet  by  the  wash  from  the  Detroit  River,  and  Fox  Creek,  and  Connor's  Creek. 

Upon  close  examination  of  the  two  creeks  it  was  found  that  they  were  too 
crooked,  too  long,  and  too  deep  to  furnish  soil  enough  for  dykes  by  the  usual 
process  of  creek-cleaning.  Consequently  the  next  step  in  the  scheme  was  to 
determine  upon  the  complete  abandonment  of  the  creek  beds  south  of  Jeffei*sou 
avenue,  and  to  construct  two  straight,  wide,  and  deep  canals,  the  first,  A  B  (p. 
259),  CO  feet  wide  and  7  feet  deep,  tapping  Connor's  Creek  at  the  point  A  and 
receiving  its  water  at  that  point  and  carrying  it  straight  to  the  river,  and  fur- 
nishing earth  enough  for  a  dyke  on  each  side  of  the  canal,  7  feet  in  height 
and  twenty  feet  wide  at  the  base;  the  second,  E  D,  tapping  Fox  Creek  at  the 
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point  E>  is  a  mile  and  one-fourth  long,  30  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  deep,  with 
dykes  on  each  side  five  feet  high  and  18  feet  at  the  base.  In  this  manner  the 
work  was  divided  into  three  sections,  the  walling  in  of  each  section  being  made 
complete  by  the  beach-dykes,  0  B,  B  D,  D  P  (a  natural  dyke),  and  P  G.  The 
cuttings  from  which  the  excavations  are  taken  to  form  the  beach-dykes  are  on 
the  inside ;  and  into  these  the  rainfall  will  be  drained  and  pumped  out  through 
troughs  into  the  river  by  the  aid  of  two  wind-mills  for  each  section.  The 
dykes  along  the  beach  of  course  close  the  mouths  of  the  two  creeks,  and  these 
will  in  the  course  of  one  season  completely  dry  up.  The  improvements  on  the 
new  water-works  property  provide  the  extreme  westerly  dyke  for  the  entire 
work,  and  the  high  land  at  Payetts  lane  furnishes  the  extreme  easterly  dyke. 

Three  steam  dredges  have  been  and  are  now  engaged  in  this  undertaking. 

The  amount  of  land  that  will  be  reclaimed  will  not  be  less  than  three  thousand 
two  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  at  an  expense  not  to  exceed  three  dollars  per  acre. 

THE  "THOROUGHFARE"  AT  GROSSE  ISLE,  WAYNE  COUNTY,  MICH. 

The  following  report  relative  to  the  '* Thoroughfare"  at  Grosse  Isle  is  from 
a  resident  in  the  vicinity : — 

The  "Thoroughfare"  on  Grosse  Isle  is  an  old  river  channel  extending  diagonally 
across  the  island  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W^  about  3}  miles  in  length,  and  averaging  aboat 
300  feet  in  width.  It  Is  about  7  feet  along  the  middle  of  it  to  hard  bottom.  It  is 
now  a  marsh.  The  surface  about  half  way  between  the  ends  is  one  foot  above  the 
ordinary  level  of  the  river.  The  water  of  the  river  alternately  flows  in  and  out  of 
the  two  ends,  especially  the  lower  end,  as  the  river  level  changres  with  the  influence 
of  the  winds  in  raising  or  lowering  the  waters  of  Lake  Erie.  In  the  unusually  high 
water  of  two  or  three  years  ago  I  think  there  was  frequently  a  current  of  water  from 
the  river  running  through  the  whole  length  of  it.  The  banks  rise  with  a  rapid  slope 
on  both  sides  to  an  average  height  of  from  10  feet  to  15  feet.  No  streams  enter  it. 
The  surface  drainage  into  it  from  each  side  does  not  exceed  one-quarter  of  a  mile. 
If  it  were  now,  as  formerly,  an  open  river  channel,  it  would  be  a  beaut i Ail  feature 
of  the  island,  and  its  banks  would  make  delightful  sites  for  residences. 

The  project  has  been  entertained  of  dred^ng  a  channel  throufi^h  it  wide  enough  to 
furnish  sufficient  earth  to  elevate  the  rest  aoove  water  and  render  it  capable  of  culti- 
vation. The  great  expense  of  such  an  improvement  renders  it  for  the  present 
inipracticable ;  a  channel  80  feet  wide  would  cost  over  920,000. 

But  it  may  be  very  easilv  and  cheaply  reclaimed  so  as  to  be  rendered  flt  for  culti- 
vation by  diking  out  the  river  at  the  two  ends  and  keeping  the* water  pumped  out 
with  one  or  more  windmills.  The  diking  to  be  done  would  not  cost  over  ^00  unless 
sheet  piling  should  be  found  necessary  to  protect  from  muskrats. 

Our  friend  Farrand  Henry  examined  the  £:round  last  Summer,  and  pronounced  the 
dikine  and  pumping  plan  perfectly  feasible,  and  estimated  the  cost  of  the  work,, 
done  in  a  most  substantial  and  permanent  manner,  at  less  that  #4,000.  The  amount 
of  land  which  would  be  reclaimed  would  be  about  130  acres.  A  ditch  along  the 
middle  of  it  is  included  in  this  estimate.  The  Summer  work  for  the  pumps  would  be 
so  light  that  I  think  a  small  stream  of  water  might  be  let  in  at  the  upper  end  to  run 
through  the  ditch  to  the  lower  end  and  then  be  pumped  out,  thus  fhrnishing  water 
for  stock.  The  land  reclaimed  would  be  very  rich  muck,  and  as  it  would  be,  after  the 
decav  of  vegetable  matter  in  it  were  perfected,  considerably  below  the  river  level,  it 
could  be  irrigated  from  the  river  whenever  irrigation  was  required. 

This  improvement  will  probably  be  impossible  without  some  legislation,  on 
account  of  the  number  of  proprietors.  The  only  practicable  way  is  to  raise  money 
by  assessing  lands  beneflted,  according  to  benefits,  both  for  the  cost  of  making  and 
for  the  subsequent  annual  cost  of  maintaining  the  improvement.  This  legislation 
cannot  be  obtained  before  next  Winter. 

While  I  am  earnestly  in  favor  of  the  improvement,  I  don^t  think  this  thorough- 
fare is  as  injurious  to  health  of  the  residents  of  the  island  as  Is  generally  supposed 
by  outsiders;  because  the  middle  and  most  objectionable  part  of  it  is  distant  from 
habitations  and  bordered  by  forest.  This  forest,  however,  is  being  cut  down,  and 
the  thoroughfare,  being  more  obstructed  every  year,  and  the  wise  thing  for  the- 
islanders  undoubtedly  is  to  reclaim  it  as  soon  as  possible. 
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for  it  to  neglect  or  postpone.  Some  of  the  duties  of  the  local  board  and  of; the  health  officer, 
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[CiaCULAK  31] 

Office  of  thb  State  Board  of  Health, 
Lansing,  Michigan^  January,  1880, 

To  the  Supervisor  and  all  other  Officers  of  Townships,  the  President  and  other 
Officers  of  Incorporated  Villages,  and  to  the  Mayor  and  other  Officers  of 
Cities  in  Michigan : 

Gentlemen: — ^Your  attention  is  respectfully  asked  to  the  laws  in  this 
State  relative  to  the  reporting  of  du^eases  which  emlanger  the  public  health, 
aud  to  some  of  the  duties  of  householders  and  physicians,  supervisors  and 
other  officers  of  townships,  health  officers  of  cities  and  villages,  and  of  the 
prosecuting  attorney  in  connection  therewith.  Sections  1734  and  1735  (sections 
43  and  44 of  chapter  46),  compiled  laws  of  Michigan,  1871,  are  as  follows: — 

(1734.)  SSC.4S.  Whenever  any  liouieholder  shall  know  that  any  person  within  his  Iloiwrholden  to 
family  is  Uken  sick  with  the  small.pox,  or  any  other  dUeaae  dangerout  to  the  public  fil^^'^^j 
heaUhf  he  shall  Immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Board  of  Health,  or  to  the  fornegicct. 
Health  Officer  of  the  township  Icity,  or  village*]  in  which  he  resides;  and  if  he  snail 
refuse  or  neglect  to  give  such  notice,  he  shall  forfeit  a  snm  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  dollars. 

<173&.)  Ssa  44.  Whenever  any  physician  shall  know  that  any  person  whom  he  is  Penalty  on  pUy- 
called  to  visit  Is  infected  with  the  small.pox,  or  any  other  dUeat  dangeroue  to  the  '^^^  neglMrting 
public  health,  snch  physician  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the  Board  Qf^v^*^^^* 
Health,  or  Health  Officer  of  the  township  [city,  or  village*]  in  which  such  diseased 
person  may  be;  and  every  physician  who  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to  give  snch 
notice,  shall  forfeit,  for  each  offense,  a  sum  not  less  than  fifty  nor  more  than  one 
hundred  dollars. 

The  foregoing  sections  refer  especially  to  officers  of  townships;  but  the  legis- 
lature of  1879  so  amended  section  1740  (section  49  of  chapter  46,  C.  L.  1871) 
as  to  make  all  the  provisions  of  said  chapter  apply  equally  to  the  boards  of 
health  and  the  officers  and  inhabitants  of  cities  and  villages  in  this  State;  en- 
joining upon  them  the  performance  of  all  duties  required  by  said  chapter,  aud 
imposing  like  penalties  or  forfeitures  for  the  non-performance  of  such  duties^ 
except  in  cases  where  the  charters  of  such  cities  and  villages  contain  proris. 

*  See  section  1740,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  as  amended  bv  Act  No.  145,  laws  of  1879»  printed  herewiilk 
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ions  iuconsisteut  therewith.  The  daty  of  giving  notice  of  a  case  of  a  disease 
which  endangers  the  public  health  is  one  clearly  within  the  meaning  of  the 
law;  and  it  therefore  rests  alike  on  inhabitants  of  cities.  Tillages,  and  town- 
ships, and  on  all  physicians  practicing  within  the  State.  Section  1740,  as 
amended  by  Act  No.  145,  laws  of  1879,  is  as  follows: — 

Board  of  llealtli     (1740.)  SEC.  49.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  each  incorporated  city,  and  thepresi. 
in  cities  nnd  vii-  dent  and  coancll,  or  trustees  of  each  incorporated  village  in  this  State,  in  which  no 
*^*"*  ^^^  ^^     board  of  health  is  organized  under  its  charter,  shall  hare  and  exercise  all  the  pow- 
ers and  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  health  as  provided  in  this  chapter, 
within  the  limits  of  the  cities  or  villages,  respectively,  of  which  they  are  such 
officers.    The  provisions  of  this  chapter,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  shall,  as  fiir 
as  applicable,  apply  to  all  cities  and  villages  in  this  Slate,  and  aH  duties  which  are, 
DatiM  of  officers  by  the  provisions  of  this  chapter,  to  be  performed  by  the  board  of  health  of  town. 
of  ^ctuM^i^d  ^    ships,  or  by  the  officers  and  inhabiUnts  thereof,  shall  in  like  manner  be  performed 
vilUgc*.  by  the  board  of  health  and  the  officers  and  Inl^tbitants  of  such  cities  and  villages, 

with  a  like  penalty  for  the  non.performanco  of  such  duties,  excepting  in  cases 
where  the  charters  of  such  cities  and  villages  contain  provisions  inconsistent 
herewith. 

In  each  of  sections  1734  and  1735  a  forfeiture  is  declared  for  neglect  to  com- 
ply with  the  requirements  of  the  law.  Act  No.  157,  laws  of  1879,  makes  it 
the  especial  duty  of  the  health  officer  of  the  city  or  village  to  give  written 
notice  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  his  coanty  of  every  instance  in  which  he 
may  know  or  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been 
incurred  by  the  neglect  of  any  householder  or  physician  in  his  city  or  village 
to  give  the  notice  required  by  law,  of  a  case  of  disease  dangerous  to  the  public 
health.     This  act,  omitting  the  title,  is  as  follows : — 

Health  officer  SECTION  1.  The  People  of  the  SUUe  of  Michigan  enaelt  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
to  notify  proM-  the  health  officer  of  each  village  and  city  in  this  State,  whenever  he  shall  know,  or 
*^f  **u'lkilarc«*fo  ***^®  ^^^^  reason  to  believe  that  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incurred  within 
report.  his  city  or  village,  by  reason  of  neglect  to  comply  with  section  one  thousand  seven 

hundred  and  thirty.four  [1734]  or  section  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty. 

Ave  [1735]  of  the  compiled  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy.one,  forthwith  to 
What  notice  to  gl^o  notice  thereof,  in  writing,  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  his  county,  which 
•ute.  notice  shall  state,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  time  of  such  neglect,  the  name  of  the  per. 

son  incurring  the  penalty  or  forfeiture,  and,  as  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  name 

or  names  of  persons  sick  with  a  disease  dangerous  to  the  pubUc  health,  and  not 

reported  as  the  law  requires. 

The  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  prosecute,  is  specified  in  section 
6855,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  printed  on  the  next  page. 

As  regards  the  execution  of  the  law  in  townships,  section  696  of  the  compiled 
laws  of  Michigan,  1871,  provides  that  '^  The  supervisor  of  each  township  shall 
prosecute,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  State,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be 
necessary,  for  all  penalties  and  forfeitures  incurred  within  his  township,  and 
for  which  no  other  officer  is  specially  directed  to  prosecute." 

Sections  6852  and  6853  of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871,  also  relate  to  the  du- 
ties of  supervisors,  and  of  all  other  township  officers,  concerning  forfeitures; 
they  are  as  follows : 

Duty  of  super.  (6852.)  SBC.  12.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  supervisor,  whenever  he  shall  know 
Yiflora  to  pnjee.  or  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incurred 
^^  within  his  township,  which  shall  bo  recoverable  by  action  belbre  a  Justice  of  the 

peace,  according  to  the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  chapter,  forthwith  to  commence 

and  prosecute  a  suit,  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  State,  for  the  recovery 

thereof. 
Ihity  of  other       (68S3.)  Sec.  13.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  other  township  officer,  who  shall  know 
township  offi.      ^^  imye  good  reason  to  believe  that  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incurred 

within  his  township,  forthwith  to  give  notice  thereof  to  the  supervisors. 

It  is  thus  plain  that  when  a  householder  in  any  township,  or  a  physician 
who  treats  a  case  in  any  township,  does  not  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
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sectious  1734  aud  1735,  by  giving  immediato  uotico  of  any  disease  dangerous 
to  the  public  health,  it  becomes  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  of  the  township  to 
prosecute  him,  ''  in  the  name  of  the  people  of  this  State,"  for  the  recovery  of 
the  forfeiture ;  and  that  in  cities  and  villages  the  health  officer,  when  he  has 
reasou  to  believe  that  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incurred  under  the  law 
quoted,  must  give  notice  thereof  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  his  county, 
whose  duty  it  is  to  prosecute,  without  delay,  in  all  cases  in  which  he  has  reason 
to  believe  that  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incurred  by  reason  of  the  viola- 
tion of  sections  1734  and  1735  of  the  compiled  laws.  This  duty  of  the 
prosecuting  attorney  is  plainly  stated  in  section  G855,  compiled  laws  of  1871, 
as  follows : — 

(88091)  Sbc.  15.  In  the  casei  mentioned  in  the  last  preceding  section,  and  in  all  other  DtiUet  of  pros, 
cases  where  the  prosecuting  attorney  shall  know  or  have  good  reason  to  believe  •^ting  attor. 
that  a  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incurred  within  his  county,  it  shall  be  the  duty  °"^' 
of  such  prosecuting  attorney,  without  delay,  to  prosecute  for  such  penalty  or  for- 
feiture ;  and  in  all  cases  where  any  suit  shall  be  instituted  by  the  supervisor,  as  pro. 
Tided  in  this  chapter,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  prosecuting  attorney,  if  requested 
by  such  supervisor,  to  attend  to  and  conduct  such  suit  on  behalf  of  the  plaintilTs. 

The  manner  of  commencing  such  action  is  specified  in  the  same  chapter 
(Ch.  216)  of  the  compiled  laws,  from  which  the  sections  just  quoted  are  taken. 

In  nearly  all  cases,  epidemics  can  now  be  prevented  by  intelligent  and  act- 
ive boards  of  health,  if  such  boards  receive  due  and  timely  notice  of  the  first 
case,  and  first  appearance  of  subsequent  cases  of  all  communicable  diseases. 
In  the  interests  of  life  and  health  it  is,  therefore,  important  that  the  laws  re- 
quiring prompt  notice  to  be  given  of  the  occurrence  of  diseases  which  endan- 
ger the  public  health  shall  be  strictly  complied  with. 

There  are  other  reasons  why  these  diseases  should  always  be  reported  and 
carefully  recorded.  If  this  is  done,  such  records  will  in  time  make  it  possible 
to  learn  much  concerning  such  diseases  and  their  prevention,  which  cannot 
well  be  learned  in  any  other  way. 

The  present  law  intrusts  the  guardianship  of  the  public  health  with  the 
local  board  of  health  in  each  city,  village,  and  township,  and  this  local  board 
of  health  is  largely  responsible  for  the  spread  of  any  communicable  disease 
within  the  township,  village,  or  city;  because  the  board  is  supposed  to  haye 
timely  notice  of  every  outbreak,  and  to  act  promptly  for  the  restriction  of  any 
such  disease.  If  the  local  board  does  not  receive  such  notices,  this  is,  in  some 
degree,  its  own  fault;  because  the  law  requires  each  member  of  the  township 
board,  whenever  he  shall  ''have  good  reason  to  believe"  that  a  forfeiture  has 
been  incurred  '^ forthwith  to  give  notice'^  to  the  supervisor,  and  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  supervisor  ''forthwith  to  commence  and  prosecute  a  suit;"  and  in 
cities  and  villages,  the  law  requires  the  health  officer  to  give  notice  of  all  such 
forfeitures  to  the  prosecuting  attorney,  who  is  required  by  section  6855  to 
prosecute  for  every  such  offense. 

But  ''prevention  is  better  than  cure,"  and  a  wise  forethought,  with  a  small 
outlay,  employed  in  placing  before  the  people  the  requirements  of  the  law  on 
this  subject  and  the  importance  of  compliance  therewith,  may  save  a  much 
larger  outlay  in  the  prosecution  of  such  cases,  and  especially  may  it  save  the 
great  expense  which  would  be  required  in  combating  a  communicable  disease 
if  such  disease  should  once  get  a  start  in  the  community. 

It  is,  therefore,  especially  desirable  that  the  local  board  take  such  action 
as  will  lead  to  a  general  understanding  of  this  subject  by  the  people  of  the 
locality.  As  one  means  to  this  end,  this  State  Board  of  Health  recommends 
that  every  local  board  have  printed  and  freely  distributed  within  its  jurisdic- 
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tioD,  blanks  for  the  use  of  householders  and  physicians  in  giving  notice  of  dis- 
eases yrhich  endanger  the  pablic  health,  on  which  blanks  shall  be  printed  sec- 
tions 1734  and  1735,  with  such  references  to  the  requirements  of  sections  6852, 
G853  and  6855,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  and  to  acts  Nos,  145  and  157,  laws  of 
1879^  as  will  show  the  i)eoplc  the  necessity  for  compliance  with  the  first  named 
sections.* 

Such  blank  notices  and  sections  of  law  may  be  distributed  in  various  ways; 
but,  in  townships,  if  the  supervisor  distributes  tliem  at  the  time  of  making  the 
assessment  or  at  any  other  time,  and  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  law 
requires  him  to  prosecute  for  non-compliance,  it  is  believed  that  much  good  will 
result  from  the  attention  thus  attracted  to  the  subject,  and  that  there  will  then 
be  fewer  occasions  for  the  prosecutions  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  supervisor 
to  make  if  occasion  requires.  In  cities  and  villages  it  is  of  still  more  impor- 
tance that  a  thorough  distribution  shall  be  made  in  such  manner  as  will  at- 
tract the  attention  of  people  to  this  subject,  and  that  the  distribution  should 
frequently  be  repeated. 

Printed  herewith  is  a  form  of  Notice,  recommended  by  this  Board,  having 
upon  its  back  sections  1734  and  1735  and  summary  statements  of  sections 
6852,  6853,  and  6855,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  and  acts  Nos.  145  and  157,  laws 
of  1879. 

The  first  thorough  distribution  of  tliese  blank  notices  and  sections  of  law 
throughout  your  jurisdiction  will  serve  the  very  useful  purpose  of  calling  gen- 
eral attention  to  the  subject,  as  will  also  public  notices  posted  in  conspicuous 
places;  but  in  time  the  blanks  may  be  mislaid ;  therefore,  a  constant  sapply  of 
such  notices  should  be  provided  for,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  kept  by  the  clerk 
and  health  ofificer,  or  even  by  each  member  of  the  local  board  of  health,  for 
distribution  to  physicians  and  householders  whenever  called  for. 

There  should  be  no  hesitation  in  enforcing  this  law  when  it  is  considered 
how  important  are  the  results  in  human  progress  which  may  be  secured 
through  a  better  knowledge  of  the  diseases  which  endanger  the  pablic  health, 
and  how  just  is  the  demand  which  the  law  makes  on  householders  and  physi- 
cians that  they  give  prompt  warning  of  danger  to  their  fellow  beings.  No 
humane  person  will  refuse  or  neglect  to  warn  a  fellow-being  of  any  danger^ 
when  by  so  doing  the  life  of  that  fellow-being  may  be  saved,  and  no  other 
])erson'8  life  endangered.  Whenever  we  see  a  person  unconsciously  in  danger, 
such  as  standing  near  a  precipice,  common  sentiments  of  humanity  dictate 
that  we  even  incur  risk  to  life  in  order  to  warn  and  save  that  person.  In  giv- 
ing immediate  notioe  of  dangerous  diseases,  the  householder  or  the  physician 
does  not  risk  life  or  limb,  in  many  cases  not  even  property,  while  the  neglect 
to  report  may  involve  not  only  waste  of  property  throughout  the  commu- 
nity by  the  losses  which  sickness  always  causes,  but  also  may  endanger  the 
lives  or  future  well-being  of  many  neighbors  and  fellow-citizens. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  general  compliance  with  this  humane  law,  it- 
is  hoped  that  you  will  give  this  subject  your  earnest  attention. 

By  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 

Very  respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  BAKER,  Secretary. 

[Please  preserve  the  circulars  received  from  this  office.] 

*  In  order  to  make  it  certain  that  thn  expenaet  attending  the  work  of  the  township  board  of  health* 
shall  be  dalj  provided  for  and  promptly  mot,  it  is  respectfully  sugicested  that  at  the  next  town- 
ship meeting  a  safficient  amount  of  money  bo  voted  (as  provided  in  Act  No.  213,  Laws  of  Michigan,. 
1876),  **  for  defraying  all  proper  charges  and  expenses  "  by  the  board  of  health,  to  include  expenses . 
for  distriontion  or  public  notices,  for  record  books  and  blanks,  compensation  of  the  nealth. 
officer,  etc. 
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CIRCT7Z<AJe   NO.  36, 

Being  a  modification  of  Circular  No.  28,  issaed  by  ttie 

STATE    BO AKD    OF    HEALTH 

OF    MICHICAN. 


CIRCULAR  TO  HEALTH  OFFICERS. 


C33.] 

Office  of  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  } 

Lansing,  Michigan,  January,  1880.     ) 

To  the  Health  Officer:* 

Sir: — A  number  of  Health  OflScers,  appointed  under  Act  No.  56,  Laws  of 
Michigan,  1877,  which  provides  for  a  Health  Officer  in  every  township,  city, 
and  village  in  the  State,  have  asked  for  an  outline  of  the  duties  of  this  officer 
as  a  ''sanitary  adviser"  of  the  local  board  of  health.  In  order  to  respond  to 
these  inquiries  more  fully  than  by  the  letters  and  documents  already  sent,  this 
circular  is  issued. 

The  constitution  of  township  boards  of  health  was  changed  in  1877,  sec- 
tions 1692  and  1693  being  so  amended  as  to  provide  that  ''in  every  township 
the  township  board  shall  be  the  board  of  health/'  and  that  "every  township 
[city,  and  villagef  ]  board  of  health  shall  appoint  and  constantly  have  a  health 
officer  of  the  township,  who  shall,  where  practicable,  be  a  physician  and  sani- 
tary adviser,  and  an  executive  officer  of  the  boanl."  If  no  health  officer  is  ap- 
pointed "within  thirty  days  after  the  annual  township  meeting,"  it  will  still  be 
necessary  to  appoint  or  re-appoint  one  after  that  time,  as  in  the  case  of  a 
vacancy.  Vacancies  occur  whenever  the  incumbent  of  an  office  ceases  to  be  an 
inhabitant  of  the  district,  county,  township,  city,  or  village  for  which  he  was 
elected  or  appointed  an  officer, — see  section  617,  compiled  laws  of  Mich- 
igan, 1871. 

Before  entering  upon  his  duties  the  health  officer  should  take  and  subscribe 
the  official  oath  required  by  Sec.  1,  Art.  xviii.  of  the  Constitution  of  this  State, 
and  file  the  same  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  the  city,  village,  or  township  of 
which  he  is  the  Health  Officer. 

Some  of  the  powers  and  duties  of  local  boards  of  health  arc  specified  in  Chap- 

*  Asafflci«nt  namber  of  copies  of  this  circular,  stating  duties  of  the  health  officer,  arc  sent  to 
•nsble  jou  to  give  one  copy  to  each  member  of  your  local  board  of  health;  and  yon  are  respectfully 
requested  to  do  this,  in  order  that  the  local  board  which  controls  your  action  and  fixes  your  com- 
IMDsatlon  may  have  the  benefit  of  its  suggestions  as  to  the  importance,  nature,  value,  and  extent  of 
your  duties. 

tSection  1740,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  as  amended  by  Act  Xo.  145,  laws  of  1879,  provides  that  "all 
duties  which  are,  by  the  provisions  of  this  chapter  [46],  to  be  performed  by  tho  board  of  health  of 
townships,  or  by  the  officers  and  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  in  like  manner  be  performed  by  tho 
board  of  health  and  the  officers  and  inhabitants  of  such  cities  and  villages,  with  a  like  penalty  for 
the  non. performance  of  such  duties,  excepting  in  cases  where  the  charters  of  such  cities  and  vil- 
lages contain  provisions  inconsistent  herewith.*' 

(271) 
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ter  46  of  the  compiled  laws  of  Michigan,  1871.  This  chapter  was  constructed 
more  particularly  with  reference  to  township  boards  of  health,  but  section  49  of 
the  same  chapter  (chapter  35  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  1846,  and  chapter  46  of 
the  compiled  laws  of  1871)  as  amended  by  the  Legislature  in  1879  makes  it 
apply  to  cities  and  villages.     That  section  as  amended  is  as  follows : — 

Board  of  health     (174a)  SEC.  49.  Tho  mayor  and  aldermen  of  each  incorporated  citj,  and  the  preii. 

in  cltlea  and  vil-  ^q^^^  ^nd  council,  or  trustees  of  each  incorporated  village  in  this  State,  in  which  no 

iBflrc'fl     ^'lio    to 

constitute.  board  of  health  is  organized    under  its  charter,  shall  have  and  exercise  all  the 

powers  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  board  of  health  as  provided  in  this  chap. 

tcr,  -within  the  limits  of  the  cities  or  villages,  respectively,  of  which  they  are  saeh 

officers.    Tho  provisions  of  this  chapter,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  shall,  as  Car  as 

Dutieti  of  oOlcere  applicable,  apply  to  all  cities  and  villages  in  this  State,  and  all  duties  which  are,  by 

and   Inlmbitanu  the  provision  of  this  chapter,  to  be  performed  by  the  board  of  health  of  townships, 

of  cities  and  vil-  ^^  ^y  the  officers  and  inhabitants  thereof,  shall  in  like  manner  be  performed  by  the 

1>oard  of  health  and  the  officers  and  inhabitants  of  sach  cities  and  Tillages,  with  a 

like  penalty  for  the  non-performance  of  such  duties,  excepting  in  cases  where  the 

charters  of  such  cities  and  villages  contain  provisions  inconsistent  herewith. 

It  is  believed  that  there  is  nothing  in  the  charter  of  any  city  or  village  in  the 
State  that  conflicts  with  the  general  law  which  requires  the  appointment  of  a 
Health  Officer,  either  by  the  council  acting  as  a  board  of  health,  or  by  a  board 
of  health  constituted  under  some  charter  provision. 

One  great  object  in  securing  a  physician  as  Health  Officer  was  to  enable 
each  local  board  of  health  to  lead  and  not,  as  too  frequently  heretofore,  to 
follow  the  people  in  sanitary  knowledge  and  action.  As  a  rule  our  physicians 
are  our  leading  sanitarians,  and  they  know,  much  better  than  other 
people  what  are  the  sources  of  danger  to  the  public  health  in  their  several 
localities ;  and,  as  a  rule,  they  know  best  how  to  avoid  those  dangers.  It  is 
therefore  for  tho  interest  of  the  people  to  secure  the  benefits  of  that  knowledge 
by  paying  for  the  services  and  advice  of  tho  best  sanitarian,  who  will  usually 
be  the  best  physician,  in  their  locality. 

If  it  is  true  that  responsibilities  are  in  proportion  to  capacities  and  powers, 
then  a  local  board  of  health,  which,  as  in  this  State,  has  almost  absolute  power, 
must  be  held  responsible  for  any  sickness  or  death  that  might  have  been  pre- 
vented by  a  proper  use  of  its  legal  powers ;  and  an  individual  Health  Officer 
employed  and  paid  for  sanitary  advice  who  does  not  use  the  sanitary  knowl- 
edge of  which  he  is  possessed,  in  a  way  to  make  it  as  effective  as  possible  for 
preventing  sickness  and  deaths  in  his  vicinity,  is  especially  culpable. 

Act  No,  157,  laws  of  1879,  makes  it  the  duty  of  every  health  officer  of  a 
village  or  city  to  give  notice,  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county,*  of 
any  failure  in  householders  or  physicians  to  report  cases  of  communicable  dis- 
eases to  the  health  officer  or  to  the  local  board  of  health.  The  act  makes  no 
exceptions  on  account  of  any  other  similar  pi'ovisions  in  local  charters  or  ordi- 
nances.    Omitting  the  title,  the  act  is  as  follows : — 

Health  officer  to  SECTION  L  The  People  of  the  SlaU  of  Michigan  enact.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
Sng'ittornS^of  ***®  health  officer  of  each  village  and  city  in  this  State,  whenever  he  shall  know,  or 
all  failures  to  have  good  reason  to  believe  that  any  penalty  or  forfeiture  has  been  incnrred  wlthfai 
report.  Ills  city  or  village,  by  reason  of  neglect  to  comply  with  section  one  thoasand  seven 

hundred  and  thirty.four  or  section  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-fire  of 
the  compiled  laws  of  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy>one,  forthwith  to  give  notice 
Wliat  notice  to  thereof,  in  writing,  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  his  county,  which  notice  shall 
'^^  state,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  time  of  such  neglect,  the  name  of  the  person  incurring 

•  Section  6855,  compiled  laws  of  1871,  requires  the  Prosecuting  Attorney  to  prosecnto  for  any  for- 
feiture within  his  county. 
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the  penalty  or  forfeiture,  and,  at  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  name  or  names  of 
persons  sick  with  a  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  not  reported  as  the 
law  requires. 

Although  as  ''an  execntive  officer  of  the  board''  yonr  power  and  authority 
to  act  will  be  only  that  given  you  by  your  board,  as  a  '^ sanitary  adviser"  you 
should,  and  doubtless  will,  have  influence  in  determining  the  action  of  your 
board,  in  proportion  to  your  knowledge  of  sanitary  science  and  your  honest 
effort  for  the  promotion  of  the  public  health. 

The  health  officer  should  be  a  physician  who  has  given  and  will  give  special 
study  to  sanitary  subjects,  and  who  is  qualified  to  instruct  and  advise  the  local 
board  of  health  in  all  matters  relating  to  public  health  which  may  come  be- 
fore it.    The  law  provides  that  he  shidl  be  a  sanitary  adviser  of  the  local  board 

of  health.     In  order  that  his  advice  mav  be  had  to  the  fullest  extent,  it  seems 

" 

necessary  that  generally  the  health  officer  should  meet  with  the  local  board  of 
health,  and  the  local  board  of  health  is  authorized  to  flx  his  compensation, 
which  should  include  his  services  at  meetings  of  the  board,  compensation  for 
his  services  in  reporting  to  the  State  Board  of  Health,  etc. 

There  are  many  directions  in  which  you  can  advise  your  local  board  of 
health  how  to  put  forth  effort  for  lessening  sickness  and  deaths  within  its 
jurisdiction : — 

I.  Epidemics  should  be  peeyekted. — ^This  can  generally  be  done,  if  local 
boards  of  health  will  but  act  efficiently  in  studying  out  and  applying  methods 
which  are  now  practicable. 

As  regards  small-pox,  the  legislature  of  1879  made  an  additional  provision 
for  its  restriction  and  the  first  general  provision  for  its  prevention,  by  an  act 
authorizing  the  board  of  health  of  each  city,  village,  and  township  in  the  State 
to  offer  free  vaccination  to  every  child  not  previously  vaccinated^  and  to  all 
other  persons  who  have  not  been  vaccinated  within  the  preceding  five  years. 
This  law  enables  local  boards  of  health  better  to  carry  out  the  recommenda- 
tion contained  in  a  preamble  and  resolution  of  the  State  Board  of  Health, 
adopted  in  July,  1877^  and  distributed  in  leaflet  form,  as  follows: — 

THE  FBEVBMTIOK  AND  RE8TBICTION  OF  SMALL-FOX. 

At  the  regular  meeting,  Jaljr  10, 1877,  the  Michigan  State  Board  of  Health  adopted  the  following 
preamble  and  resolution:— 

Whebbas,  By  means  of  vaccination  and  reraccinatlon  the  people  may  secure  complete  immunity 
ttom  small-pox,— 

jBMotoed,  That  all  local  boards  of  health  be  adyised  and  requested  to  direct  their  health  physi. 
clans  to  offer,  erery  year,  Taccination  with  boyine  yaccine  Tims  to  every  child  not  previously 
yaccinated,  and  to  all  other  persons  not  yaccinated  within  fiye  years,  without  cost  to  the  yaccina- 
ted,  but  at  the  general  expense  of  the  locality,  as  provided  for  townships  in  section  1786,  compiled 
laws,  1871. 

(Reliable  bovine  vaccine  virus  can  be  obtained  of  Dr.  George  £.  Ranney,  lAnsing,  Michigan.) 

Office  of  the  )  HENRY  B.  BAKER,  SeerHary. 

Secbetaby  of  the  State  Boabd  of  Health. 
Latuing,  Michigctn,  August,  1877, 


-\ 


The  law  passed  in  1879  is  as  follows  (Act  No.  146)  : — 

Section  L  The  People  of  the  Stale  of  Michigan  enact.  That  the  board  of  health  in  Board  of  health 
each  city,  village,  and  township  may,  at  any  time,  direct  its  health  officer  or  health  JJ^^^^J^q^. 
physician  to  offer  yaccination  with  bovine  yaccine  virus  to  everylchlid  not  previ-  tion. 
onsly  yaccinated,  and  to  all  other  persons  who  have  not  been  yaccinated  within  the 
preceding  fiye  years,  without  cost  to  the  persons  [person]  vaccinated,  but  at  the 
expense  of  such  city,  village,  or  township,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Vaccination  and  revaccination  are  preventives  of  small-pox^  and  if  the  peo- 

35 
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pie  are  kept  thoroughly  protected  in  this  way  it  is  believed  that  no  epidemic 
of  that  disease  can  occur. 

Epidemics  of  communicable  diseases  can  frequently  be  prevented  by  restrict- 
ing outbreaks  to  the  first  cases  which  occur. 

II.  Prompt  notice  of  outbreaks  of  disease  should  be  secured. — ^For 
the  most  effective  restriction  of  all  communicable  diseases  one  of  the  first 
requisites  is  that  your  board  shall  promptly  receive  ^notice  of  every  case  of  a 
communicable  disease.  The  law  makes  provision  therefor;  see  sections  17349- 
1735,  6852,  6853,  and  6855,  Compiled  Laws  of  Michigan,  1871,  and  the  act 
printed  above  (No.  157,  laws  of  1879),  relative  to  complaints  by  health  offi- 
cers for  failure  to  report  cases  of  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  It 
is  especially  desirable  that  the  attention  of  the  public  in  your  vicinity  be  called 
to  the  requirements  of  these  sections  of  the  law,  and  the  facts  impressed  npon 
the  minds  of  the  people  that  safety  from  communicable  diseases  can  be  secured 
only  by  giving  prompt  notice  of  the  first  case  and  of  all  cases  of  any  such  disease, 
to  the  health  officer  or  local  board  of  health,  in  order  that  immediate  steps 
may  be  taken  for  restricting  and  suppressing  such  disease.  To  complete  the 
provision  for  such  notices  is  one  of  the  first  duties  of  your  board.  It  is  again 
recommended  that  your  board  of  health  have  a  sufficie7U  number  of  blanks  far 
such  notices  for  the  use  of  householders  and  physicians  distributed  within  your 
jurisdiction,  in  order  to  call  attention  to  the  law  and  secure  the  material 
for  a  complete  record  in  your  office  and  in  the  office  of  the  clerk  of  your  board. 
The  two  sections  of  law,  1734  and  1735,  and  summaiy  statements  of  sections 
6852,  6853,  and  6855,  referred  to  above,  and  of  act  No.  157,  laws  of  1879,  should 
be  printed  on  the  back  of  each  blank.  You  can  also  find  the  form  for  such 
blanks  for  notices  on  pages  13  and  14  of  the  First  Beport  (for  1873),  on  pages 
xiii.  and  xiv.  of  the  Second  Report,  and  on  pages  xxvL-xxvii.  of  the  Sixth 
Beport  of  this  Board  (for  1878),  also  in  amended  form  on  the  last  leaf  of  the 
pamphlet  *'  Circular  34,  relative  to  Notices  of  Diseases  which  endanger  the 
Public  Health,"  a  copy  of  which  is  sent  herewith.  These  blanks  can  be  pur- 
chased of  W.  S.  George  &  Co.,  of  Lansing,  for  one  dollar  per  hundred. 

III.  Communicable  diseases  should  be  bestbicted. — When  notice  or 
information  of  the  occurence  of  a  case  of  a  communicable  disease  reaches  the 

local  board,  the  board  should  act  promptly  for  the  restriction  of  the 

disease.    The  prominent  duties  in  this  direction  are : — 

1.  Prompt,  thorough,  and  persistent  isolation  of  the  persons  sick. 

2.  Public  notice  of  infected  places,  as  required  by  section  1732,  compiled 
laws  of  1871. 

3.  Thorough  disinfection  of  rooms,  and  of  all  articles  likely  to  bo  infected, 
before  allowing  their  use  by  other  persons*. 

4.  As  regards  small-pox,  the  vaccination  and  revaccination  of  all  inhabit- 
ants. 

As  so  much  frequently  depends  upon  prompt  action  on  notice  of  a  first  case  of 
a  communicable  disease,  every  board  of  health  should  guaixl  against  delays  in 
getting  a  meeting  of  the  board  etc.,  by  giving  its  health  officer  explicit 
authority,  and  requiring  him  to  act  immediately  on  receipt  of  information  of 

*  For  methods,  soe  pamphlet  entitled  **  Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Scarlet  Ferer,**  issoed  by 
this  Board,  reprinted  in  the  Fifth  Annual  Report  of  this  Board,  for  1877;  also  a  document  on 
Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria,  reprinted  on  jMiges  8d-S9  of  the  Report  for  ItfTS;  also  an 
Address  on  General  Sanitation,  prepared  by  a  committee  of  the  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Misaisaippi 
Valley,  printed  on  pages  84-36  of  the  Report  for  1879. 
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a  case  of  sach  disease  within  his  jarisdiction,  without  waiting  for  a  meeting  of 
the  board,  which,  however,  should  meet  as  soon  as  possible. 

IV.  Cases  of  diseases  which  endanger  the  public  health  should 
BE  RECORDED. — Another  daty  incumbent  upon  the  local  board  of  health  is  the 
recording  of  the  sickness  from  communicable  diseases,  and  of  the  deaths  of  citi- 
zens and  persons  under  its  protection ;  such  records  to  be  for  local  use  and  also 
to  be  reported  to  this  State  Board,  so  that,  when  grouped  with  records  of  other 
localities,  the  conditions  may  be  studied,  and  new  methods  of  prevention  learned 
from  such  unhappy  experiences  which  otherwise  will  continually  be  repeated. 

A  form  of  **  Record  of  Disoases  Dangerous  to  the  Pablic  Health"  is  printed  (reduced  in  size),  at 
the  end  of  this  circular.  Ton  can  procure  printed  sheets  of  such  a  record,  on  paper  IfiX  by  19X 
Inches,  of  W.  8.  Ueorge  A  Co.,  of  Lansing,  for  eighty  cents  per  quire  or  three  dollars  per  hundred.  If 
deaired,  the  same  dealers  will  bind  them  at  usual  prices. 

It  is  hoped  that  hereafter  you  will,  as  Health  Officer,  be  prepared  and  make 
a  record  of  all  important  facts  concerning  '^  diseases  dangerous  to  the  public 
health"  which  may  come  under  your  observation  or  be  reported  to  you. 
Aside  from  the  importance  of  such  a  local  recoixi,  it  will  enable  you,  when 
called  upon,  to  make  a  full  report  to  this  State  Board  concerning  cases  of  such 
diseases.* 

V.  Much  sickness  and  many  deaths  from  ordinary  diseases  should 
BB  prevented. — A  field  of  labor,  perhaps  even  wider  than  that  with  the  com- 
municable diseases,  is  open  to  your  local  board  of  health,  namely,  the  inau- 
guration of  measures  for  preventing  sickness  and  deaths  from  the  ordinary 
diseases  in  this  State,  a  very  great  proportion  of  which  are  now  believed  by  our 
best  sanitarians  to  be  preventable.  Some  of  the  prominent  measures  to  be 
inaugurated  are : — 

1.  More  thorough  drainage  of  the  soil,  especially  near  dwellings. 

2.  Better  securities  against  the  contamination  of  the  water-supply,  particu- 
larly in  wells,  by  filth-saturated  soil,  etc 

3.  A  strict  guard  over  the  purity  of  the  air,  and  freedom  from  nuisances 
and  unclean  places. 

4.  Better  sanitary  and  hygienic  arrangements  and  plans  in  the  public  schools, 
and  in  public  buildings  and  institutions. 

In  the  execution  of  these  measures,  much  may  be  accomplished  by  system- 
atic and  thorough  inspections  and  by  published  reports  of  such  inspections, 
which  shall  attract  attention  to  the  subject,  give  definite  knowledge  of  existing 
defects,  and  suggest  methods  of  improvement. 

VI.  Nuisances  should  be  abated. — While  it  is  not,  as  many  suppose,  the 
first  and  only  duty  of  a  health  officer  to  smell  out  a  cesspool  or  an  offensive 
privy,  he  is  the  one  to  whom,  from  his  official  position  and  authority,  the  peo- 
ple properly  look  to  discover  and  abate  any  such  nuisance.  Freedom  from 
such  sources  of  sickness  is  believed  to  be  one  essential  condition  of  good  health 
in  a  community,  and  a  duly  empowered  health  officer  or  a  board  of  health 
that  from  any  considerations  whatever  does  not  do  the  utmost  (and  the  power 
of  a  local  board  of  health  under  the  law  is  almost  absolute)  to  prevent  and 
remove  such  unsanitary  conditions  is  guilty  of  a  plain  neglect  of  duty  and  a 

•Act  No.  81,  Lawsof  1873,  Sec.8:  "It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  health  physician,  and  also  of  the 
clerk  of  the  local  boanl  of  health  in  each  township,  city,  and  village  in  this  State,  at  least  once  in 
each  year,  to  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  their  proceedings,  and  such  other  facts  required, 
on  blanks,  and  in  accordance  with  instrufttions  received  from  said  State  Board.  They  shall  also 
make  special  reports  whenever  required  to  do  so  by  the  State  Board  of  Health.'* 
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violation  of  official  trnst.  For  a  valuable  discussion  of  the  power  of  local 
boards  of  health  in  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  the  reader  is  referred  to  a 
paper  on  the  powers  and  duties  of  local  boards  of  health,  by  Hon.  LeBoj 
Parker,  of  Flint,  published  in  the  Beport  of  this  Board  for  1879,  pages  289-. 

VII.  Sanitary  information  should  be  disseminated  AHONa  th^  peo- 
ple.— The  local  board  of  health  should  be  a  center  of  sanitary  and  hygienic 
intelligence  for  its  locality ;  its  meetings  should  not  bo  infrequent,  and  should 
be  so  managed  as  to  secure  papers  or  discussions  on  special  subjects  and  on  the 
application  of  the  principles  of  sanitary  science  to  the  particular  sources  of 
danger  in  the  immediate  vicinity,  and  otherwise  to  encourage  progress  in  sani- 
tary knowledge,  among  the  members  of  the  board  as  well  as  among  the  people. 
Charged,  under  an  official  oath,  with  the  duty  of  guarding  the  life  and  health 
of  fellow-citizens,  the  duty  of  members  and  officers  of  boards  of  health  to  seek 
out  the  best  that  is  known  in  public  hygiene  and  sanitary  methods,  seems  to 
bo  plain.  The  best  sanitary  work  cannot  be  done  except  by  the  cooperation  of 
the  people  with  the  board  of  health,  and  this  can  be  secured  when  the  people 
are  well  informed  on  sanitary  subjects;  the  thorough  distribution  by  local 
boards  of  health  of  all  such  documents  as  the  one  issued  by  this  Board  on  the 
Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Scarlet  Fever  and  the  one  on  the  Bestriction  and 
Prevention  of  Diphtheria,  will  tend  to  disseminate  useful  information  and 
greatly  decrease  sickness  from  such  diseases.* 

Many  sources  of  information  in  sanitary  science  and  public  hygiene  are  now 
accessible  to  those  who  can  secure  the  literature  of  these  subjects.  You  can 
doubtless  find  something  of  value  without  great  effort.  There  are  now  many 
works  on  hygiene,  and  many  periodicals  devoted  to  the  subject, — several  of  them 
giving  especial  attention  to  particular  branches  of  the  subject.  A  knowledge  of 
some  of  the  sources  of  greatest  danger  to  life  in  this  State  may  be  gained  by 
a  study  of  the  Registration  Keports  on  Vital  Statistics  of  Michigan,  published 
by  the  Secretary  of  State.  These  are,  or  should  be,  in  your  township  library. 
A  few  years  ago  a  pamphlet  copy  of  the  Public  Health  Laws  of  this  State  was 
sent  to  the  health  officer  of  each  township,  to  be  delivered  to  the  supervisor  if 
no  other  health  officer  was  appointed.  The  first  six  Annual  Reports  of  this 
State  Board  of  Health  have  been  sent  as  issued,  and  are,  or  should  be,  in  your 
township  library.  Copies  of  the  Fourth  Annual  Beport  of  this  Board  (for 
1876)  were  sent  by  the  Board  to  the  health  officer  or  to  the  county  clerks  for 
the  health  officer  of  every  township,  city,  and  incorporated  village  in  the  State. 
Copies  of  the  Fifth  Report  (for  1877)  were  sent  to  the  county  clerk  (or  in  some 
cases  directly  to  the  health  officer),  wrapped  and  directed  to  the  health  officer 
of  every  township,  city,  and  incorporated  village  from  which  a  return  of  the 
name  and  address  of  the  health  officer  had  been  received.  In  each  case  the 
health  officer  was  directed  to  pass  the  Reports  over  to  his  successor  in  office. 
These  Reports  you  should  obtain  from  your  predecessor  in  office,  if  you  have 
not  already  done  so,  and  in  turn  pass  over  to  your  successor.  The  Secretary 
of  State  has  sent  a  copy  of  the  Sixth  Annual  Report  (for  1878)  for  each 
township  library.  A  copy  has  also  been  sent  by  this  Board  to  each  health 
officer,  or  to  the  county  clerks,  for  each  health  officer  whose  name  and  address 

*  The  docnmcnt  on  the  Restriction  and  Prevention  of  Diphtheria,  isined  by  this  Board,  has  been 
stereotyped  by  the  Board,  and  copies  of  it  may  be  obtained  by  local  boards  of  health  and  others 
of  W.  S.  George  &  Co.,  Lansing,  Mich.,  at  the  following  prices,  cash  to  accompany  the  order:— 


100  copies  for $1.75 

200       "       " ifiO 

800       "       " 3.60 


400  copies  for $4.25 

600       "        " 475 

1,000    "     •• aoo 
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has  been  reported  to  the  State  Board  of  Health.  You  will  find  something 
relative  to  work  of  local  boards  of  health  and  health  officers  on  pages  6, 11,  15, 
16,  29,  and  30  of  the  First  Report  (for  1873);  on  pages  zi-xv,  xxv,  and 
xxviii-xxix  of  the  Second  Report;  on  pages  xliii-xlv  and  1-10  of  the  Third 
Report;  on  pages  xxxvi,  xxxvii,  6,  7,  11-12,  127,  128,  129,  and  130  of  the 
Fourth  Report;  on  pages  xxxii-xxxv  of  the  Fifth  Report  (for  1877) ;  also  on 
pages  ix-xviii  and  xxiii-xxxiii  of  the  Sixth  Report  (for  1878). 

VIII.   YOUB  LOCAL  BOARD  OF  HRALTH  HAS  TWO  KINDS  OF  FUNCTIONS  :—l.   To. 

atilize  for  your  own  people  the  sanitary  knowledge  already  accessible,  as  indi- 
cated in  sections  I.,  III.,  v.,  VI.,  and  VII.,  and  elsewhere  in  this  circular;  2. 
To  add  to  the  general  stock  of  such  knowledge.  You  can  make  additions  to 
sanitary  knowledge  by  original  research,  by  means  of  records  of  experience, 
including  such  as  may  be  secured  by  methods  indicated  in  sections  II.  and  JV. 
of  this  circular,  by  means  of  vital  statistics,  which  supply  an  important  basis  for 
public  hygiene,  and  by  freely  reporting  to  this  Board,  which  will  then  eventually 
be  able  to  give  to  each  local  board  the  benefits  of  the  experience  of  all  the 
others.  In  order  to  be  able  to  report  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  as  the  law 
requires,  the  local  board  must  collect  facts.  If  the  local  board  does  not  receive 
notices  of  cases  of  communicable  diseases,  this  is,  in  some  degree,  its  own 
fault ;  because  the  law  requires  each  member  of  the  township  board,  whenever 
he  shall  ''  have  good  reason  to  believe"  that  a  forfeiture  from  neglect  to  report 
any  such  case  has  been  incurred  *'  forthwith  to  givo  notice"  to  the  supervisor; 
and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  supervisor  '^  forthwith  to  commence  and  prosecute  a 
suit;"  and  in  cities  and  villages,  the  law  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  health  officer 
to  report  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  all  cases  of  forfeiture  under  sections  1734 
and  1735 ;  and  the  prosecuting  attorney  is  required  to  prosecute  for  all  such  for- 
feitures. 

In  case  any  disease  appears  in  your  locality  as  an  epidemic,  please  send  a 
Special  Report  of  the  facts  to  this  office  as  soon  as  possible.  It  is  particularly 
desirable  that  you  study  and  record  the  conditions  coincident  with  the  rise, 
progress,  and  decline  of  any  epidemic.  It  is  hoped  that  you  will  correspond 
freely  with  this  Board.  Whenever  there  occurs,  in  your  locality,  any  out- 
break of  a  communicable  or  preventable  disease,  it  is  expected  that  you  will 
inquire  into,  study,  and  record  the  conditions  coincident  with  the  rise,  progress, 
and  decline  of  any  such  outbreak,  and,  besides  making  the  local  record,  be 
prepared  to  make  a  valuable  report  to  this  Board.  Every  such  instance  of 
suffering  in  your  locality  should  be  made  to  yield  some  valuable  data  useful  for 
advancing  the  cause  of  public  health. 

By  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Very  Respectfully, 

HENRY  B.  BAKER, 

Secretary. 

[Please  preserve  the  circulars  received  from  this  office.] 
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THE  WATEE- SUPPLY 

Of  Xjocalities   in   Michigan, 

▲XD  ITS 

RELATIONS    TO    HEALTH    AND    DISEASE, 

IH  SOME  or  THE 

Townships,  Cities,  and  Villages  turououout  tue  State; 

BEIXO  REPLIES  BT 

REGULAR  GORRESPOliDENTS 

OP  THE 

STATE    BOARD    OF    HEALTH, 

TO    ITS    CIRCULAR   No.    7. 


Arranged  for  publication  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board. 


RELATIVE    TO   THE   WATER^UPPLY   OF 

LOCALITIES  IN  MICHIGAN. 


lu  the  Aunnal  Keportsof  the  State  Board  of  Health  for  1875  (pp.  105-132), 
1876  (pp.  81-104),  and  1877  (pp.  143-166)  were  published  replies  by  regular 
correspondents  of  the  Board  to  Circular  7,  first  issued  in  1875^  relative  to  the 
water-supply  of  localities  in  Michigan.  Since  the  publication  of  the  Report 
for  1877  a  few  more  replies  to  the  circular  have  been  received,  which  are  here 
published  for  study  in  connection  with  those  already  published,  as  a  contribu- 
tion to  the  sanitary  survey  of  the  State,  and  because  of  what  they  contain 
concerning  the  relations  of  the  water-supply  to  various  cases  of  sickness. 

For  convenience  in  studying  the  replies,  the  circular  is  here  reprinted.  It 
is  followed  by  the  replies  arranged  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  received. 

[7. 1     CIRCULAB  TO  CORRESPONDENTS  RELATIVE  TO  WATER-SUPPLY. 


OFFICE  OF  THB  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH,  ) 

LAKsnio,  HicuiOAK,  October,  187&.        { 
To  the  CorretpondenU  of  the  State  Board  qf  Health  : 

Gentlemen:— Dr.  Arthur  Hazlowood  of  Grand  Rapids,  a  committee  of  this  Board  on  "Food 
drinks,  and  water-supply,*'  desires  to  collect  information  relative  to  the  water-sopply  throughout 
this  State.  Will  you  have  the  kindness  to  send,  as  soon  as  convenient,  to  the  central  oflice  of  this 
Board  at  Lansing,  your  responses  to  the  following  questions?  In  your  reply  it  will  not  be  neces- 
sary^to  repeat  the^questions,  but  simply  to  refer  to  them  by  number. 

L  Are  you  located  in  a  city,  village,  or  in  the  country^ 

%  From  what  source  is  the  chief  water-supply  of  your  city,  village,  or  locality? 

3b  What  relation  does  the  water-supply  sustain  to  the  drainage  and  to  the  sewerage  of  your  own 
or  oCsome  neighboring  city,  village,  or  locality? 

4  If  there  is  close  relation  with  sewerage,  of  what  does  the  sewage  consist? 

S.  If  the  water  is  taken  from  a  stream,  what  is  the  rapidity  and  direction  of  the  current;  is  it 
constant  in  direction;  if  not,  what  affects  it,  and  what  are  the  usual  conditions? 

6L  From  what  distance  is  the  water  brought? 

7.  In  what  kind  of  conduit? 

8.  To  what  extent  is  it  accumulated  in  settling  or  other  reservoirs? 

9.  Is  any  process  for  filtering  or  purifying  used,  besides  reservoir  settling? 

10.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  water  flowing  into  receiving  reservoirs  each  day? 

11.  What  is  the  average  amount  of  water  consumed  each  day? 
13.  How  many  gallons  daily  to  each  Inhabitant? 

13.  To  what  extent  is  water  from  artesian  wells  nsoJ? 
14  To  what  extent  is  cistern  water  used? 
15.  Is  it  filtered  before  storing? 

(281) 
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1&  Is  it  filtered  .before  use? 

17.  Of  what  material  are  the  ciaterns  constructed? 

18.  To  what  extent  is  spring  or  well  water  used?  * 

19.  In  that  part  of  your  city,  or  in  localities  where  well-water  is  used,  what  is  the  ebaraeter  of 

the  soil? 

20.  What  is  the  usual  depth  of  the  wells? 

2L  What  strata  of  earth  are  passed  through? 

22.  State,  if  you  can,  in  what  direction  the  strata  dip? 

23L  State,  if  you  can,  the  nature  of  the  stratum  which  underlies  and  maintains  tho  water  in  the 

wells? 
24.  What  is  the  usual  distance  between  the  well  and  the  nearest  privy? 
2Si  What  is  the  usual  distance  between  the  well  and  the  nearest  cesspool? 
20U  Please  give  details  of  any  cases  of  marked  exception  within  the  distance  named  In  answer  to 

last  two  questions? 
27.  Are  the  water- works,  cisterns,  springs,  or  wells  so  located  and  constracted  that  there  is  no 

danger  that  the  water  therefrom  may  be  subject  to  sewage,  cesspool,  or  other  contamination? 
2&  Has  the  water  supplied  by  water-works,  cisterns,  springs,  or  wells  been  offenslTe  in  taste  or 

odor  at  any  time?   If  so,  at  what  time,  and  what  was  the  cause? 

29.  Have  any  analyses  of  water  in  your  locality  been  lately  made?   Please  send  rcsalts  of  all 

analyses. 

30.  Except  where  results  of  analyses  are  sent,  please  state  your  opinion  of  tho  qoality  of  the 

water  from  the  water-works,  wells,  cisterns,  artesian  wells,  etc    Is  it  olear  or  tarbld?  docs 
it  probably  contain  organic  matter  in  dangerous  form  or  amount?  is  it  hard  or  soft? 

31.  What  have  you  observed  as  to  the  contamination  of  water  by  decomposition  of  wood,  pipes, 

pumps,  curbing,  etc.,  at  or  near  the  surface? 

32.  What,  as  to  lead  or  other  metal  derived  from  pipes  or  vessels  with  which  the  water  has  been 

in  contact? 

81  What  have  you  observed  as  to  the  influence  of  rainfall,  freshets,  or  drought  npon  the  purity 
or  healthfulness  of  the  water-supply? 

34.  What  relation  between  the  water-supply  of  any  of  tho  inhabitants,  and  the  graveyards  of 
your  locality? 

3&.  Please  give  details  of  any  cases  of  sickness  which  have  occurred  which  could  be  fairly  attri- 
buted to  drinking  impure  water,  or  to  its  use  for  other  purposes? 

38.  Please  give  a  statement  of  any  apparent  influence,  due  to  quality  of  water  nsed,  upon  cases 
of  epidemic  or  other  diseases  originating  from  other  causes? 

After  sending  in  your  response,  ptcas<y  preserve  this  circular,  as  a  memorandum  of  some  of  the 

points  connected  with  this  subject  upon  which  this  Board  desires  to  hear  from  yoa  hereafter 

whenever  you  have  anything  of  interest  on  the  subject  to  communicate. 

By  direction  of  the  State  Board  of  Health. 

Very  respectfully, 

HBNRT  B.  BAKER, 

Seeretary. 
REPLIES  BY  N.  D.  LEE,  M.  D.,  OF  SAGINAW  CITY,  MICH. 

!.♦  Tn  a  city. 

2.  From  well.«,  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes;  from  the  river,  bounding^  the 
city  on  the  east,  for  water  for  (ire  depart mcnt.  tind  for  sprinkling  streets,  gardens, 
etc..  In  Summer, and  water  tronglip,  for  horses,  cattle,  etc..  all  the  year. 

3.  For  family  use,  none,  excepting  that  the  sewers  have  a  tendency  to  keep  the 
water  In  our  wells  lower  than  it  would  o(herwi.<^e  be,— in  fjict,  down  to'  ab«>ut  a  level 
with  the  sewers,  which  are  about  six  to  nine  feet  from  the  surface  (if  the  ground. 
These  sewers  drain  a  large  portion  <»f  our  dry.  and  empty  Into  the  river,  nearly  all 
of  them,  a  little  above  where  the  Holly  water  W(»rks  takes  Its  water  fnim  the  river, 
for  fire  department,  etc.;  they  drain  a  large  portion  of  the  surface  of  the  ground,  a 

*  The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  7,  on  pages S81-2of  this  Report. 
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great  many  privies,  barns,  etc.    None,  in  relation  to  any  other  city,  village,   or 
locality. 

4.  Embraced  in  above,  as  I  understand  the  question. 

5  The  current,  at  lowest  water,  almost  none;  in  high  water,  two  to  four  miles  an 
hour,  owing  to  winds  partly;  we  are  but  very  little  above  Saginay  Bay  and  Ljike 
Huron;  direction  northeasterly;  it  is  constant  in  that  direction.  Nothing  affects  it 
but  high  winds  off  from  the  bay;  then  it  is  up  stream,  apparently. 

6.  Immediately  from  the  river,  in  front  of  the  city, for  water-works. 

7.  In  iron  and  wooden  conduits;  the  wooden  ones  are  banded  with  iron,  and  all 
covered  with  pitch;  I  believe  most  of  them  are  iron. 

8.  No  reservoirs,  no  settling. 

9.  No  filtering  generally;  a  few  families  have  family  filters,  and  filter  and  use  the 
river  water;  some  filter  well-water,  and  some  cistern-water.  Some  use  the  river 
water  without  filtering,  mostly  low  French,  Irish,  and  German  families,  who  will 
gro%v  flit  on  almost  any  filth. 

10.  None. 

11,12.  I  do  not  know. 

13.  Very  little. 

14.  Several  families  use  cistern-water.    I  do  not  know  how  many. 
16.  Some  do,  and  some  do  not. 

16.  It  is. 

17.  Some  with  stone,  some  with  brick  and  cement  in  both,  and  some  are  large 
wooden  tubs. 

18.  Nearly  all  use  well-water;  a  few  springs  have  been  stnick  in  digging  and 
boring  deep  wells. 

19.  The  surface  soil  is  in  some  places  a  sandy  loam,  some  day  and  muck,  some  sand, 
gravel,  and  clay  mixed;  from  one  foot  to  three  or  four  feet  deep,  then  comes  yellow 
clay.  The  following  record  of  stratification,  together  with  my  comments  on  blue 
day,  is  a  fair  sample  of  the  whole  city  and  country.  This  clay  does  not  hold  water 
down  as  far  as  our  wells  are  dug  generally,  if  there  is  any  place  for  it  to  run  into,  and 
water  will  run  or  soak  through  it  very  readily. 

Record  of  Stratification  of  a  Salt  Well  of  Swift  and  Lockwood^  on  high  Land^  bored  dy  TFm. 
Brock^  and  Completed  Jan.  2oy  1876,-^  Total  Depths  857  Feet. 


OompodUoii  of  StraU. 

TbfckncM 

of  Strata,— 

F«et. 

Compoaltlon  of  Strata. 

Thlckncai 

of  Strata,— 

Feet. 

Compotffllon  of  Strata. 

ThIckneM 

of  Strata, — 

Feet 

Blue  clay ♦ 

Stone  and  gravel.. 
Hurdpan 

72 
6 
23 
20 
20 
10 

no 

111 

46 

4 

2 

25 

Lime  rock 

Lime  and   shale 

mixed 

Hard  lime  rock.. 

Black  shale 

Glutinous  shale.. 
Slale  

12 

34 
22 
36 
8 
3 
17 
11 

0 
2 

Black  shale 

Lime  rock 

Sand  rock 

Light  shale 

Lime  rock 

Shale  rock 

Lime  rock 

Shale  rock 

Sandy  lime 

Salt  rock 

Red  marl 

15 
4 
4 

Shale 

15 

Lime  rock 

Sand  rock 

Shale  rock.. 

11 
23 

18 

3and  rock 

Sandy  shale 

Sulphate  of  iron.. 
Coal 

Hard  lime  rock.. 

Sandy  shale 

Shale     without 
sand 

4 

8 

112 

46 

Black  shale 

Hard  lime  rock.. 

Total 

• 

857 

^ThlsUnotJnstas  it  shouM  have  been  recorded;  the  first  six  to  twentj-flve  feet  in  which  oar 
wells  are  dug.  after  yon  pass  through  the  surface  soil,  Is  a  yellow  claj,  with  ilme  and  other  gravel 
in  it,  very  sticky  when  wet,  and  yery  hard  when  dry;  it  is  full  of  water-seams,  cutting  the  clay 
into  cube  like  and  irregular  forms,  through  which  water  passes  Terv  readily.  The  clay  lining 
these  wnter-flcams  is  covered  with  a  blue-like  substance  in  general,  which  has  led  well  borers  and 
diggers  tocAll  It  blue  clav,  which  it  is  not.  The  real  blue  clay  nndcrlies  this  stratum  of  yellow 
clay,  and  is  nearly  or  entirely  impervious  to  water,  excepting  a  vein  or  spring  of  water  may  pass 
through  it;  and  welt-borers,  for  fresh  water  for  family  use,  hare  recently  struck  veins  of  water 
evidently  in  this  blue  clay. 

The  above  is  an  exact  copy  of  the  record  furnished  me  by  the  owners  of  the  well, 
excepting  my  comments  on  blue  clay. 

The  l«»w  ground  or  the  middle  ground  for  the  first  fifty  or  sixty  feet  in  depth  in 
this  city,  is  evidently  of  more  recent  deposit;  probably  it  was  once  a  portion  of  Sag- 


284  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH— REPOBT  OF  SECRETABY,  1870. 

inaw  Bay;  when  they  bore  down  in  this  portion  about  fifty-five  feet,  they  strike  a 
stratum  of  gravel  and  sand,  and  get  a  fiowlng  well  of  pure  water.  When  the  first 
salt-well  in  this  city  was  bored,  at  a  depth  of  fifty-five  feet  they  struck  this  gravel  and 
sand  and  passed  through  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  bass-wood  I  believe,  and  sound,  and 
also  got  a  fiow  of  pure  iresh  water  five  or  six  feet  above  the  top  of  the  ground.  I 
believe  that  we  could  get  from  this  strata  an  abundant  supply  of  pure  water  for 
our  city. 
20.^  12  feet  to  20  feet. 

21.  See  answer  19  and  record  of  stratification,  and  my  comments  on  blue  clav. 

22.  1  should  think  northeasterly, — perhaps  I  am  wrong;  see  report  oi  State 
geolofi;ist. 

23.  I  do  not  know  positively  which  stratum  holds  the  water  in  the  wells,  except  it 
is  the  real  blue  clay  first  below  the  yellow  clay.  I  think  the  river,  Saginaw  Bay, 
and  Lake  Huron  have  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

24.  8  feet  to  75  feet. 

25.  No  cesspools  in  the  city  that  I  know  of ;  drains  running  into  the  sewers  are 
used  instead. 

26.  I  know  one  well,  which  has  a  spring  in  it,  they  say,  with  a  barn  where  the  horses 
stand  within  ten  feet,  and  a  privy  within  twenty  feet,  by  guess;  another  with  eight 
privies  (or  it  did  have  last  Summer),  from  eight  to  sixty  feet  from  it,  or  thereabouts. 

27.  Water-works,  no ;  cisterns,  yes,  except  what  is  natural  to  rainwater;  springs, 
we  have  none,  except  what  are  in  wells;  our  wells,  most  of  them, seem  to  be  very 
good,  but  some  are  contaminated.  I  have  seen  some  with  angle-worms^  and  little 
worms  from  an  eighth  to  half  an  inch  long  that  resemble  angle-worms  (l  have  not 
examined  them  carefully),  and  many  other  insects,  one  in  partioilar  that  I  have  seen 
in  creeks  and  pools  of  water;  it  is  about  one  inch  long,  with  legs,  a  fin  tail,  and  big 
head,  and  swims  by  kicking  itself  through  the  water  with  tall  and  legs,— a  brilliant 
description.  1  shall  have  to  pay  more  attention  to  entomology  if  I  go  into  a 
description  of  all  the  insects  to  be  found  in  what  we  eat  and  drink.  I  have  no  doubt 
that  privies,  barns,  and  sewers  poison  a  great  many  of  our  wells,  the  same  as  in 
every  other  compact  locality,  and  on  many  farms  all  over  the  country. 

28.  Yes,  as  to  water-works  in  Summer,  result  of  deposit  from  sewers.  Yes,  to 
cisterns,  particularly  wooden  ones,  open  to  the  air  in  Summer,  when  decomposition 
of  animalculaQ  takes  place  in  them.  No,  when  cisterns  are  made  of  stone  or  brick 
with  cement,  in  the  cellar,  and  not  open  to  the  atmosphere  too  much,  and  where 
they  are  comparatively  cool ;  those  owning  them  inform  me  so. 

29.  No  analysis,  that  1  know  of. 

30.  In  my  opinion,  water  from  the  water-works  is  not  fit  to  sprinkle  streets  or 
yards  in  Summer,  but  it  may  do  where  you  want  to  fertilize  your  gardens.  Our 
wells  are,  most  of  them,  very  good;  some  are  bad,  owing  to  localfty.  Cisterns, 
where  used  for  culinary  and  drinking  purposes,  are  generally  reported  good.  I  have 
a  very  grave  chemical  and  medical  objection  to  the  use  of  rain-water  for  drinking 
and  culinary  purposes.  Artesian  wells  are  not  much  used,  but  the  very  best  of  water 
can  be  got  from  them  here  with  a  little  expense.  Water  from  the  water-works  is 
clear,  except  when  the  river  is  high,  then  it  is  muddy,  and  contains  organic  matter 
at  all  times  (except  in  winter,  possibly,  when  everything  is  frozen)  in  dangerous 
form  and  amount,  and  is  nearly  soft.  The  water  from  wells  is  clear  and  hard;  see 
answer  to  question  27.  That  from  cisterns  is  clear,  soft  water.  That  ^om  artesian 
wells  is  clear;  1  do  not  know  whether  it  is  hard  or  soft;  I  should  think  it  a  little 
hard. 

31,32.  Nothing. 

33.  Wells,  where  we  have  sewers,  barns,  and  privies  in  close  vicinity,  are  best 
when  the  water  Is  high  in  them,  if  the  water  is  taken  from  the  bottom  of  the  well. 
1  believe  the  most  of  the  poison  floats  in  the  water  near  the  surface.  Mv  experience 
teaches  me  that  we  have  more  sickness  when  we  have  low  water,  which  brings  the 
poison  to  the  bottom  of  the  well,  where  we  get  it  by  pumps  in  a  concentratea  form, 
which  also  makes  a  reservoir  of  the  well  for  everything  in  a  fluid  state  within  a 
hundred  feet  of  the  well  to  flow  into  it  (that  is,  everything  above  the  level  of  the 
water  in  the  wells),  through  the  water-seams  in  the  clay;  this  clay  purifies  it  some, 
no  doubt;  a  moderate  height  of  water  is  best. 

34.  No  graveyards  within  a  mile. 

35.  My  attention  was  called  to  a  family  of  flve,  father,  mother,  son,  and  two  daugh- 
ters, all  adults,  who  were  sick  last  fall  with  seemingly  a  sort  of  lingering  intermit- 
tent fever.  They  were  not  very  sick,  but  did  not  get  well,  would  relapse  when  they 
ceased  the  use  of  medicine.    Sometimes  they  had  sore  throat,  something  like  diph- 

*  The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  7,  on  pages  281-2  of  this  Report. 
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theria,  easily  controlled,  bat  they  kept  declining.  My  attention  was  called  to  the 
water;  I  found  it  as  In  answer  27.  I  forbade  the  use  of  the  water,  and  liad  them  use 
water  from  a  well  about  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  from  this  well,  in  which  I 
found  no  insects,  and  they  got  well  without  much  more  medicine.  I  was  called 
Dec.  22, 1877,  to  see  a  child  seven  months  old,  and  found  it  had  cerebro-splnal  menin- 
gitis. It  died  Dec  27,  1877.  I  examined  their  well-water,  and  found  the  same 
insects  that  were  in  the  other  well.  They  have  lost  three  children  (they  tell  me)  in 
the  same  wav.  There  mi^ht  be  many  other  cases  found  in  ray  past  experiences, 
which  I  attribute  to  bad  water.*  But  vou  cannot  make  one  in  ten  believe  it,— they 
lay  it  all  to  some  mysterious  dispensation  of  Divine  providence. 

36.  I  cannot,  now;  no  epidemic  now. 

I  have  tried  to  answer  your  questions  as  I  understand  them,  to  the  best  of  my 
belief  and  opinion. 

Saginaio  City y  Jan.  26, 1878,  N.  D.  LEE,   City  Physician, 

REPLIKS  BT  SIMEON  BELKNAP,  M.  D.,  OF  NILES,  MICH. 

1.  In  a  city. 

2.  From  wells  and  cisterns.  Some  ten  families  have  running  water  from  a  spring 
near  the  city,  but  it  has  been  in  use  but  a  few  months.  A  company  now  formed 
have  commenced  work  laying  pipes  to  supply  the  city  from  a  lake  some  four  miles 
distant. 

3.  Our  system  of  drainage  is  variable  and  very  imperfect. 


4.  No  system. 

5.  From  wells  mostly. 

13.  But  very  few. 

14.  Very  few. 
15, 10.  Yes. 

17.  Brick  and  water  cement. 

18.  Pretty  generally. 

19.  Sandy. 

20.  Ten  feet  to  fifty  feet. 

21.  Sand,  gravel,  and  claj'. 

22.  Northwest. 


23.  Clay. 

24.  Three  rods  to  six  rods. 

25.  I  cannot  tell. 
20.  Variable. 
27, 28, 29.  No. 

30.  Clear  and  hard. 
31,32.  Nothing. 

33.  During   extreme  wet  weather   the 
water  rises. 

34.  Nothing. 
35, 30.  I  cannot  tell. 


Very  respectfully, 
mUs,  Berrien  Co,,  Mich.,  March  21, 1878.  SIMEON  BELKNAP,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BY  GEORGE  11.  RILEY,  M.  D.,  OF  NEW  TROY,  MICH. 

I  am  located  in  a  village  of  300  inhabitants.  Our  chief  water-supply  is  from  wells; 
there  is  an  occasional  spring.  Our  town  is  on  an  elevated  plat  of  ground,  with  low 
marshy  ground  on  the  east  and  west.  I  might  say  we  are  located  on  a  sand  hill,  for 
about  all  the  soil  seems  yellow  sand.  We  have  no  sewers  other  than  the  marshy 
ground,  which  keeps  us  quite  dry.  I  have  skipped  questions  0  to  10,  as  they  evidently 
refer  to  cities  having  water-works.  We  have  no  cisterns;  the  well-water  answers 
every  purpose.  The  character  of  the  soil  neai*  our  wells  is  sandy.  The  usual  depth 
of  our  wells  is  about  15  feet,  the  deepest  about  30.  The  earth  passed  through  in  dig- 
ging wells  is  mostly  sand— clay  near  the  water.  The  strata  dip  north.  The  stratum 
which  underlies  and  maintains  the  water  in  our  wells  is  clay  and  gravel. 

The  usual  distance  between  well  and  privy  is  about  40  feet.  I  was  told  by  a  well- 
digger  in  town  this  morning  that  he  dug  a  well  some  time  ago  20 feet  from  the  privy, 
in  a  direct  line  in  the  course  the  water  ran,  and  the  well  shortly  became  very  offlsus- 
ive,  and  they  were  obliged  to  fill  it  up.  I  believe  our  water  is  not  contaminated  in 
any  way  from  cesspools.  Our  water  has  maintained  quite  a  pure  character.  It  is 
probable  that  no  analysis  was  ever  made  of  our  water.  Our  well-water  is  quite 
dear,  a  little  on  the  bluish  cast;  it  does  not  contain  an  excess  of  organic  matter;  it 
is  quite  soft.  The  curbings,  etc.,  are  kept  up  nicely,  so  that  we  do  not  fear  contam- 
ination from  them.  In  regard  to  severe  drouths  or  rainfall,  we  have  an  increase  of 
malaria.  We  have  no  graveyards  near  here.  I  am  glad  to  answer,  as  best  1  can,  any 
questions  you  may  ask. 

RespectAilly  yours. 

New  Troy,  Mich,,  Nov.  19, 1878.  G.  H.  RILEY. 

REPLIES  BY  8.  C.  VAN  ANTWERP,  M.  D.,  OP  VICKSBURG,  MICH. 

1.  Village  of  Vicksburg,  1,150  inhabitants. 

2.  From  wells. 

3.  Surface  drainage  into  Portage  Creek  mostly. 


*  For  reference  to  other  cases,  see,  in  index  to  this  Report,  **  Lee,  M.  D.,  N.  D.,  Cases  of  Diphthe- 
ria CoDDected  with  Use  of  Ba4  Water." 
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4  to  14.*  Excludecl. 

14.  Cistern-water  only  for  washing  par- 
poses. 

18.  For  all  cooking  and  drinking  uses. 

19.  Sand  and  gravel,  in  order  named. 


20.  From  15  feet  to  20  feet. 

21.  Sand,  gravel,  clay. 

23.  Gravel. 

24.  Average,  four  rods. 
28.  Water  generally  very  good. 


30.  Wells  on  west  side  of  Portage  Creek  have  a  deposit  of  iron,  which  fa  shown  In 
quite  marked  manner,  both  by  sight  and  taste.  Some  of  the  wells  which  are  sunk 
15  or  18  feet,  if  sunk  further,  are  found  to  have  poorer  water.  Some  traces  of  Iodine. 
The  majority  of  the  wells  on  the  east  side  of  the  stream  are  very  good  and  with 
little,  if  any,  turbidity  of  water.    Drive  wells  are  in  use  more  than  any  other  kind. 

30.  Rain  supply  or  drought  makes  but  little  difference. 

34,  No  graveyard  near  water-supply. 

Additional  Bemarks, — Several  citizens  have  told  me  that  their  wells  contained  a  good 
deal  of  ferruginous  deposit,  \}nt  by  digging  a  less  distance  they  obtain  pure,  dear, 
and  nearly  soft  water.  In  the  north  part  of  the  village,  more  nearly  on  a  level  with 
the  mill-pond,  the  well-water  is  more  like  rain  or  spring  water.  Tlie  mill-pond  adja- 
cent to  the  village  does  not  seem  to  cause  malarial  or  other  sickness  in  the  families 
near  to  it  more  than  in  families  living  at  a  distance  from  it. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Vicksburg,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  Mich.,  July  18, 1879.  S.  C.  VAN  ANTWERP. 

REPLIES  MT  W.  A.  KEAL,  M.  D.,  OP  DAYTON,  MICH. 

!.♦  Village. 

2,  Lake,  cisterns,  wells,  and  springs. 

3.  Situated  near  the  dividing  ridge  of  the  drainage  between  Lake  Michigan  and  the 
Mississippi.  Within  two  or  three  miles  of  the  village  che  water  runs  both  ways. 
There  is  no  drainage  toward  us;  the  drainage  from  here  is  mostly  north,  through 
the  outlet  of  a  small  lake. 

6,  7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13.  No  sewage  or  system  of  water-supply. 
14,  To  a  limited  extent,  for  cooking;  not  at  all  for  drinking. 
15,18.  No. 

17.  Brick  and  water-lime  cement. 

18.  Almost  entirely  for  drinking  and  culinary  purposes. 

19.  Clay  loam  with  fisures  of  sand  and  gravel  containing  flowing  water,  that  for 
ordinary  uses  is  inexhaustible. 

20.  Twenty  to  sixty  feet, 

21.  Clay  loam  and  blue  clay. 

22, 23.  At  ordinary  depths  there  is  no  dip,  the  wells  do  not  reach  through  the 
drift. 

24.  Three  to  five  rods. 

25, 26.  I  do  not  know  of  any. 

27.  J  know  of  but  few  cases;  they  are  open  welU  that  might  be  contaminated  by 
barnyard  drainage. 

28.'  I  do  not  know  of  any  cases. 

29.  None  have  been  made. 

30.  Clear,  hard. 

31,32.  I  have  made  no  observations. 

33.  I  have  noticed  in  the  few  wells  that  only  reach  into  the  clay,  and  that  depend  on 
surface  supply,  it  becomes  turbid  after  freshets  and  falls  during  drouth;  in  both 
instances  diarrhea  is  apt  to  prevail  where  water  is  used  from  such  wells. 

34.  No  relation;  no  wells  near  graveyards. 

36,30.  Cases  in  two  families,  from  drinking  water  from  a  hole  in  the  ice,  near  the 
shore  of  a  lake,  within  three  to  eight  rods  of  which  were  situated  two  barns  and 
three  privies.  Details  are  given  in  answer  to  question  42  of  Circular  20,  in  my 
report  of  diseases  during  the  year  1878  [page  204  of  this  Report.] 

Dayton,  Berrien  Co.,  Mich.,  July  18, 1879.  W.  A.  NEAL. 

REPLIES    nr  IIEKRY  KREMER.S,  M.  1).,  OF  DRENTHE,  MICH. 

1.*  Country. 

2,  P'rom  wells,  cisterns,  and  springs. 

3,  No  relation. 

4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9, 10, 11, 12.  . 

13.  No  artesian  wells. 

14.  In  a  neighborhood  of  about  50  faniilles,  rain-water  collected  in  cisterns,  is  ex- 
clusively used, 

*  The  figures  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  7,  on  pages  S81-2  of  thla  Report. 
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15.  It  is  not. 

16.  No. 

17.  Brick  laid  in  common  cement,  or  cement  plastered  on  to  the  clay. 

18.  Most  of  the  water  used  for  culinary  and  drinlcing  purposes  is  from  wells. 

19.  Clay  and  sandy  loam. 

20.  From  12  feet  to  60  feet.  In  most  wells  the  water  comes  from  a  depth  of  60 
feet  to  100  feet,  the  distance  from  the  bottom  of  the  well  to  the  quiclcsand  beins 
drilled. 

21,22. . 

23.  Quiclcsand. 

24.  From  20  to  100  feet. 

25.  No  cesspools. 
26. . 

27.  The  water  inmost  of  our  wells  is  reached  through  a  solid  bank  of  clay.  No 
danffcr  of  water  sinking  through;  the  only  danger  is  from  severe  rains,  when  filth 
and  impurities  do  sometimes  wash  in  through  the  soft  surface  soil. 

28.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 
29, 30. . 

31.  The  trouble  with  several  wells  that  are  known  to  give  bad  water  is  caused  by 
wood  decaying  in  the  well.  In  one  instance  all  the  children  drinking  water  from 
such  a  well  were  taken  with  bowel  complaints. 

32. . 

33.  In  the  early  sprins^  a  number  of  wells  will  contain  surface  water.  (See  answer 
to  No.  27.)    The  more  drought  the  purer  the  well-water. 

34. . 

35.  See  answer  to  No.  31. 

Respectfully  jours, 

Drenthe,  OUawa  Co.,  Mich.,  July  31, 1879.  HENRY  KREMER3,  M.  D. 

REPLIES  BT  WELLINGTON  CAULETON,  H.  D.,  OP  TRENTON,  MICH. 

l.»  Village. 

2.  Detroit  river. 

3.  The  drains  and  sewers  of  this  place  and  those  north  of  us,  situated  on  the  river, 
empty  into  it.  All  drains  and  sewers  open  into  river  below  where  water-supply  is 
taken. 


4.  Surface  drai  nnge,  but  no  close  relation. 

5.  About  3  miles  per  hour,  south,  con- 
stant. 

6.  7, 8.  Do  not  apply. 

9.  No. 

10.  Docs  not  apply. 
1,000  gal 


13.  None. 

14.  To  large  extent  for  washing. 
15,16.  No. 

17.  Pine  plank,  brick  and  mortar,  etc. 

18.  Very  little. 

19.  Clay. 

20.  From  15  feet  to  25  feet. 


11.  About  10,0U0  gallons. 

12.  About  10  gallon.^  to  each  persou. 

21.  Clay  for  a  number  of  feet,  then  layer  of  gravel,  then  limestone,  then  layer  of 
gravel  again. 

22.  The  stratum  of  limestone  dips  southeast. 

23.  Limestone. 

24  and  25.  Very  few  wells  in  the  place;  all  good  distance  from  privies  and  cess- 
pools. 

26.  No  cases. 

27.  Water-works  have  just  been  built,  with  which  it  is  Intended  to  supply  part  of 
the  town.  The  water  comes  from  channel  of  river,  and  will  be  forced  through  tama- 
rack pipes. 

28.  It  has  not. 

29.  None  has  been  made. 

30.  Most  of  the  people  in  summer  use  ice-water,  from  ice  obtained  from  river, 
and  in  winter  water  from  the  channel. 

31,32,  33.  Do  not  apply. 

34.  No  relation. 

35.  For  quite  a  distance  above  the  village,  along  the  shore  of  the  river,  a  marsh  ex- 
tends, (tanking  the  water  to  be  almost  stagnant.  Those  of  the  inhabitants  who  use 
this  water  for  drinking,  etc.,  I  think  are  more  subject  to  malarial  diseases  than  otiiers. 

36.  I  cannot. 

Respectfully, 
Trenton,  Wayne  Co.,  Mich.,  Aug.  19, 1879.  WELLINGTON  CARLETON. 
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The  following  replies  from  Drs.  Wilson  and  Yeringfcon  were  received  in  con- 
nection with  the  annual  reports  of  the  clerk  and  the  health  officer  of  Snmner 
township,  Gratiot  county,  for  1878.  They  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  7,  and 
are  apparently  communicated  in  response  to  a  statement  in  the  circular  to  clerks^ 
that  information  ''relative  to  permanent  conditions,  such  as  soil,  streams,, 
timber,  etc.,     *    *    *    will  gladly  be  received." 

REPLIES    BY    EDWARD    WILSON,   M.    D.,   HEALTH    OFFICER    OF     SUMKER    TOWNSHIP, 

GRATIOT    CO.,  MICHIGAN. 

1.*  Elm  Hall  is  a  village  located  on  Pine  River. 

2.  Wells  and  springs.  The  majority  of  our  springs  are  upon  high  banks,  10  to  15- 
feet  above  high  water  mark. 

3.  No  relation. 

4.  None. 

5.  Nothing  to  do  with  the  river. 
14.  Exclusively  for  washing. 

18.  Well-water  is  used  more  than  spring-water,  being  more  convenient. 

19.  Sand  and  |i:rave]. 

20.  Thirteen  feet  to  twenty  feet. 

21.  In  only  one  instance  has  blue  clay  been  found  in  well-digging  at  this  village.. 

22.  East  and  west. 

24.  An  average  of  50  feet. 

28.  By  keeping  a  washtub  filled  with  water  and  diapers  for  days  at  a  time  under 
the  spout  of  the  pump,  it  being  allowed  to  fill  and  run  over,  making  it  necessary  to 
go  to  the  neighbors  for  pure  wholesome  water.  Such  families  never  fail  to  have 
one  to  two  cases  of  fever  on  hand  the  year  round. 

29. . 

30.  Our  wells  are  of  pure  clear  water,  not  containing  enough  organic  matter  to  be 
dangerous ;  the  water  is  hard. 

31.  Nothing,  for  the  reason  that  our  wells  are  stoned,  only  two  in  the  village- 
being  neglected  as  stated  in  28. 

33.  Nothing. 

34.  The  graveyard  is  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  town,  and  has  no  relation  to  the 
water-supply. 

REPLIES  BY  S.  D.  YERINGTON,  H.  D.,  OF  VESTABURG,  MICH. 

18.  Entirely. 


1.*  In  a  village. 

2.  From  wells. 

3.  None,  the  wells  being  deep. 

4.  There  is  no  sewerage. 
6.  From  wells  entirely. 

6.  Wells  in  the  village. 

7.  None. 

8.  Depth  of  water  in  wells  usually  3  feet 
to  6  feet. 

9.  No. 

10.  None. 

11, 12.  I  have  no  means  of  estimating. 
13.  Wells  are  all  dug. 
14, 16.  None  used. 

16. . 

17.  Dug  into  the  ground  and  plastered 

on  the  earth. 

30.  Water  of  the  wells  hard  and  contains  no  contaminations  or  dangerous  mineral 
ingredients.  One  well  used  by  the  village  became  foul  and  has  been  entirely  dis- 
continued. 

32.  There  is  none. 

33.  No  influence  seems  to  have  been  felt. 

34.  The  graveyard  is  too  far  away  to  have  any  influence  upon  the  water  of  the 
village. 

35.  I  know  of  none. 

36.  Nothing  further  to  remark. 

Vestaburg,  Montcalm  County,  Mich.,  April,  2879.  S.  D.  YERINGTON,  M.  D. 

*  The  flgnres  beginning  paragraphs  refer  to  questions  in  Circular  7,  on  pages  261-S  of  this  Report. 


19.  Sandy  loam,  clay  and  gravel  under- 
lying. 

20.  18  to  32  feet. 

21.  Loam,  clay,  gravel,  in  the  order  men- 
tioned. 

22.  I  am  unable  to  state. 

23.  Coarse  gravel. 

24.  20  rods  to  40  and  60  rods  apart.  Dis- 
tance of  wells  from  privies  not  less  than 
6  rods  in  any  instance. 

25.  There  are  no  pools  that  stand  more- 
than  a  few  hours  at  a  time. 

26.  No  extra  remarks. 

27.  There  is  no  danger. 

28.  29.  No. 
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THE    POWERS    AND  DUTIES   OF   LOCAL 

BOARDS   OF    HEALTH. 


One  of  the  most  important  qnestions  pertaining  to  the  work  of  State  and 
local  boards  of  health,  is  that  of  the  enforcement  of  the  laws  and  regulations 
enacted  by  the  State  and  local  aathorities,  for  the  preservation  of  the  public 
health,  the  prevention' of  disease,  the  abatement  and  removal  of  nuisances,  the 
establishment  and  maintenance  of  a  proper  and  eflBcient  quarantine,  and  the 
collection  of  vital  statistics.  The  natural  laws  governing  health  and  disease 
have  been  so  little  understood,  on  account  of  the  obscurity  of  the  causes  of 
disease,  and  the  prevailing  ignorance  and  indifference  of  the  masses  of  the 
people ;  and  the  violations  of  these  natural  laws  have  been  so  gross  and  fre- 
quent among  all  classes,  that  it  has  been  found  necessary  to  guard  the  public 
against  its  own  ignorance  and  indifference  by  the  enactment  of  statutory  regu- 
lations, which  have  for  their  object  the  restriction  and  prevention  of  diseases 
dangerous  to  the  public  health. 

That  the  public  generally,  in  times  past,  have  been  ignorant  of  the  sources 
of  danger  to  health,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  consider  how  subtle  are 
those  influences,  which,  hidden  in  many  of  the  elements  of  nature,  have  often 
baffled  the  researches  of  the  most  patient  and  skilled  investigators,  while  the 
results  of  those  influences  have  been  only  too  painfully  apparent  in  the  wide- 
spread disease  and  death  they  have  caused. 

One  of  the  principal  objects  of  the  establishment  of  boards  of  health  has 
been  to  provide  an  intelligent  body  of  men,  whose  duty  it  is  under  the  author- 
ity of  the  State,  to  make  inquiry  into  these  hidden  causes  of  disease;  to  find 
out  where  and  in  what  elements  and  condition  of  things  danger  lurks;  to 
gather  facts  relating  to  disease,  from  which  the  reasoning  mind  may  draw  con- 
clusions; to  study  the  conditions  of  men's  lives  with  reference  to  what  they 
eat  and  drink  and  breathe,  and  then  to  publish  to  the  world  the  results  of  their 
investigations,  in  order,  that  being  no  longer  ignorant  of  the  sources  of  danger, 
men  may  know  how  to  protect  the  interests  of  health  by  the  adoption  of 
proper  preventive  measures. 

In  view  of  the  extensive  investigations  which  have  been  made  by  sanitarians 
into  the  causes  of  disease,  and  the  large  amount  of  information  given  to  the 
world  as  the  result  of  these  investigations,  it  is  strange  that  there  should  still 
exist  BO  great  indifference  among  many  classes  of  people  to  the  observance  of 
the  rules  necessary  for  the  prevention  of  disease.  It  is  unfortunately  true, 
however,  in  spite  of  the  knowledge  of  the  causes  of  disease  which  has  of  late 
years  been  so  widely  disseminated,  that  voluntary  movements  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  health  have  not  been  as  frequent  as  the  importance  of  the 
subject  would  seem  to  have  demanded.    Men  must  be  compelled  to  observe 

(291) 
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those  rules  which  sanitary  science  has  found  to  be  essential  for  the  prevention 
of  disease.  In  other  words  the  State^  if  it  does  its  whole  duiy,  will  oblige 
people  to  be  healthy  in  spite  of  themselves.  The  best  informed  and  most 
intelligent  thought  in  the  community,  knowing  the  value  of  human  life  and 
understanding  the  conditions  of  health ;  and  knowings  too,  how  prone  man- 
kind are  to  neglect  the  simplest  precautions  against  disease,  have  invoked  the 
power  of  the  State  to  prevent,  by  the  enactment  of  law,  the  negligence  and 
carelessness  of  one  portion  of  the  community  from  injuriously  affecting  the 
health  and  life  of  the  rest. 

The  effect  of  many  of  our  health  laws  is  to  curtail  to  a  certain  extent  the 
perfect  freedom  of  individuals  in  the  use  of  their  property,  and  to  restrain  or 
direct  their  own  actions.  The  necessity  for  such  laws  must  be  apparent.  Take 
for  instance  the  common  regulations  respecting  persons  afiO^icted  with  the  small- 
pox, which  require  that  such  persons  shall  be  isolated  and  their  bedding  and 
clothing  destroyed,  so  that  the  dread  disease  may  not  be  commnuicated  to 
others.  No  one  can  question  the  wisdom  or  justice  of  such  a  law.  For 
although  it  restrains  the  liberty  and  destroys  the  property  of  one  individual, 
yet  this  is  done  that  the  safety  of  the  whole  community  may  be  assured. 

These  same  reasons  apply  to  the  whole  body  of  health  laws.  The  statutes 
relating  to  the  collection  of  vital  statistics  are  really  as  essential  to  a  perfect 
sanitary  system  as  those  relating  to  small-pox ;  for,  upon  the  correct  under- 
standing of  the  causes  of  disease,  the  number  of  deaths  in  a  community,  and 
the  various  conditions  attending  them,  depends  the  correct  study  of  death  and 
disease  and  the  determining  of  the  proper  preventive  measures. 

Having  thus  briefly  outlined  the  reasons  for  the  adoption  of  a  system  of 
sanitary  laws,  let  us  next  consider  what  these  laws,  now  in  force  in  this  State, 
require,  and  to  whom  their  enforcement  is  entrusted. 

THE  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 

The  general  supervision  of  matters  pertaining  to  public  health  has  been 
confided  by  the  law-making  power  to  a  State  Board  of  Health,  and  to  local 
boards  of  health  in  each  city,  village,  and  township.  The  State  Board  of 
Health  consists  of  seven  members,  six  of  whom  are  appointed  by  the  Governor, 
and  the  seventh,  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  is  chosen  by  the  other  six.  This 
Board,  in  the  words  of  the  act  creating  it,*  has  ^Hhe  general  supervision  of  the 
interests  of  the  health  and  life  of  the  citizens  of  this  State."  Their  duties  are 
thus  prescribed  by  the  same  act :  ''  They  shall  especially  study  the  vital  statis- 
tics of  this  State,  and  endeavor  to  make  intelligent  and  profitable  use  of  the  col- 
lected records  of  deaths  and  of  sickness  among  the  people ;  they  shall  make 
sanitary  investigations  and  inquiries  respecting  the  causes  of  disease,  and 
especially  of  epidemics ;  the  causes  of  mortality,  and  the  effects  of  localities, 
employments,,  conditions,  ingesta,  habits,  and  circumstances  on  the  health  of 
the  people.  They  shall,  when  required,  or  when  they  deem  it  best,  advise 
officers  of  the  government,  or  other  State  boards  in  regard  to  the  location, 
drainage,  water-supply,  disposal  of  excreta,  heating  and  ventilation  of  any 
public  institution  or  building.  They  shall,  from  time  to  time,  recommend 
standard  works  on  the  subject  of  hygiene  for  the  use  of  the  schools  of  the  State." 

The  State  Board  of  Health  has  no  power  to  enforce  any  of  the  laws  relating 
to  public  health.  They  can  only  give  to  the  people  such  facts  respecting  the 
causes  of  disease  and  the  means  of  prevention,  either  generally  or  in  special 
cases,  as  they  have  gained  by  their  investigations,  and  such  opinions  and  advice 

•  Act  No.  81,  Laws  of  1878,  p.  104. 
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as  their  jadgment  dictates.  The  active  measures  to  prevent  or  suppress  dis- 
ease must  in  all  cases  be  taken  by  iudividaals^  or  by  local  boards  of  health  and 
local  authorities.  Petitions  are  frequently  received  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health  asking  them  to  take  some  steps  to  restrain  or  remove  a  nuisance,  or  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  disease.  This  work  is  clearly  beyond  the  province  of 
the  State  Board,  and  it  is  impossible,  under  the  existing  law,  for  them  to 
perform  such  functions. 

LOCAL  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

The  execution  and  enforcement  of  the  public  health  laws  devolves  upon  the 
local  boards  of  health  and  the  local  authorities.  By  a  wise  provision  of  our 
statutes,  every  township,  city,  and  village  in  the  State  has  a  local  board  of 
health,  always  organized  and  ready  for  business.*  In  each  township,  the 
township  board,  consisting  of  the  supervisor,  township  clerk,  and  the  two 
justices  of  the  peace  whose  terms  of  office  soonest  expire,  is  the  board  of 
health.  In  cities  and  villages  the  mayor  and  aldermen  or  the  president  and 
trustees  are  the  board  of  health,  unless  by  some  provision  of  their  charter 
another  body  is  empowered  to  act  as  such.  In  those  cities  and  villages  in  this 
State,  whose  charters  so  provide,  a  board  of  health  may  be  appointed  or 
elected,  and  it  may  adopt  such  regulations  and  perform  such  duties  as  the 
charter  of  such  city  or  village  may  prescribe.  Boards  of  health  so  appointed 
or  elected  under  charter  provisions,  are  not  governed  by  the  general  laws  of 
the  State  relating  to  public  health,  except  in  those  matters  for  which  the 
charters  make  no  provisions.  It  is  intended,  however,  that  such  boards  of 
health  shall  perform  all  the  duties  necessary  to  be  performed  by  such  bodies, 
and  that  their  powers,  if  not  definitely  prescribed  by  the  charters  under  which 
they  are  organized,  will  be  the  same  as  those  prescribed  by  the  general  law  of 
the  State. 

Under  the  law  as  it  existed  prior  to  1879,f  it  was  held  by  the  Supreme  Court 
of  Michigan  I  that  when  the  charter  of  a  city  or  village  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  a  board  of  health  by  the  council,  the  provisions  of  the  general 
law  did  not  apply  to  such  city  or  village,  even  though  no  board  of  health  was 
appointed  by  the  council ;  and  that  the  mayor  and  council  could  not  act  as  a 
board  of  health,  the  charter  having  provided  for  another  body  to  act  in  that 
capacity. 

By  an  act  of  the  legislature  of  1879,  the  section  of  the  statute  (Sec.  1740, 
Comp.  Laws,  1871),  which  authorized  the  mayor  and  council  of  cities  and  vil- 
lages to  act  as  a  board  of  health,  was  amended  so  as  to  read  as  follows : — 

(1740.)  Sbc.  49.  The  mayor  and  aldermen  of  each  incorporated  city,  and  the  president  and  council 
or  trattees  of  each  incorporated  Tillage  in  this  State,  in  which  no  "board  of  health  is  organised 
under  its  charter,  shall  haye  and  exercise  all  the  powers,  and  perform  all  the  duties  of  a  "board  of 
health  as  proyided  in  this  chapter,  within  the  limits  of  the  cities  or  Tillages,  respectiyely,  of  which 
they-  are  sach  officers.  The  proyisions  of  this  chapter,  and  the  amendments  thereto,  shall,  as  Oar  as 
applicable,  apply  to  all  cities  and  yiUages  in  this  State,  and  all  duties  which  are,  by  the  proyisions 
of  this  chapter,  to  be  performed  by  the  board  of  health  of  townships,  or  by  the  officers  and  inhab' 
itants  thereof,  shall  in  like  manner  be  performed  by  the  hoard  of  health  and  the  officers  and  inhab- 
itants  of  such  cities  and  Tillages,  with  a  like  penalty  for  the  non.performanoe  of  such  duties, 
excepting  in  cases  where  the  charters  of  sach  cities  and  villages  contain  proyisions  inconsistent 
herewith- 

It  follows  from  this  amended  section,  therefore,  that  unless  a  board  of  health 

*  Sec.  1891,  Comp.  Laws  1871,  as  amended  by  Act  No.  66,  Laws  of  1877  (page  66  of  this  report);  and 
Sec.  1740,  as  amended  by  Act  No.  14S,  Laws  of  1879. 
t  Seo.  1740,  Comp.  Laws  of  1871. 
t  Shepard  v.  The  People,  40  Mich.,  487. 
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is  actually  organized  under  the  provisions  of  the  charter  of  a  city  or  Tillage, 
the  mayor  and  council,  or  president  and  trustees  shall  act  as  such  board ;  and 
further,  that  all  the  provisions  of  the  general  law  relating  to  public  health 
shall  ap[)ly  to  city  and  village  boards,  except  in  cases  where  the  charters  of 
such  cities  and  villages  contain  provisions  inconsistent  with  the  general  law. 
It  will  thus  be  seen  that  every  portion  of  this  State  which  has  been  organ- 
ized into  townships,  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  some  board  of  health  which 
has  full  power  to  act  in  preventing  and  suppressing  disease.  All  that  is 
required  to  make  our  public  health  system  thoroughly  efficient,  is  for  the  peo- 
ple in  each  locality,  whether  officers  of  the  local  board  or  not,  to  sec  that  all 
of  the  public  health  laws  are  strictly  enforced. 

THE  POWERS  AND  DUTIES  OF  LOCAL  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

The  power  of  local  boards  of  health  in  making  and  enforcing  necessary 
regulations  for  the  public  health  and  safety  is  practically  unlimited.  In  tlm 
direction  they  possess  authority  as  ample  as  the  legislature  or  any  municipal 
corporation.  In  some  respects  their  authority  is  greater  than  that  of  any  other 
body  known  to  the  law ;  for  when  they  deem  it  necessary  for  the  public  safety, 
in  order  to  i^revent  the  spread  of  disease,  they  may  enter  any  dwelling,  build- 
ing, or  vessel,  by  force  if  need  be ;  they  may  restrain  the  liberty  of  citizens,  or 
confiscate  and  destroy  their  property.* 

They  are  required  by  the  law  to  make  such  regulations  as  they  deem  neces- 
sary respecting  nuisances,  sources  of  filth,  and  causes  of  sickness ;  respecting 
any  articles  which  are  capable  of  containing  or  conveying  infection  or  conta- 
gion; to  make  all  needful  regulations  for  the  interment  of  the  dead;  to 
examine  into  all  nuisances,  sources  of  filth,  and  causes  of  sickness  within  their 
jurisdiction,  and  destroy,  remove,  and  prevent  the  same.  If  a  nuisance,  which 
may  in  the  opinion  of  the  board  of  health,  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants,  or  any  source  of  filth  or  cause  of  sickness  be  found  on  private 
property,  the  board  of  health  must  order  the  owner  or  occupant  of  the  prem- 
ises to  remove  the  same  at  his  own  expense  within  twenty-four  hours,  and  if  he 
refuses  or  neglects  so  to  do,  they  may  enter  upon  the  premises  and  remove  the 
same.  If  any  person  is  found  to  be  infected  with  small-pox,  or  any  other 
sickness  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  the  board  of  health  mUst  make  effect- 
ual provisions  according  to  their  best  judgment  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the 
disease,  and  for  this  purpose  they  may  remove  the  sick  person  to  a  separate 
house  if  this  can  be  done  without  danger  to  his  health ;  otherwise  they  must 
provide  medical  aid  and  necessaries  at  the  house  where  he  is;  and  in  such  case 
they  nuiy  oblige  |)ersons  to  remove  beyond  reach  of  the  contagion. 

A  board  of  health  near  the  borders  of  the  State  may  make  provision  to 
prevent  persons  coming  from  any  infected  place  in  a  neighboring  State  from 
traveling  into  our  own  State  without  a  permit*  They  may  require  the  sheriff 
or  any  constable  of  the  county  to  seize  any  baggage,  clothing,  or  goods  sus- 
])ected  of  being  infected  with  any  disease  which  may  bo  dangerous  to  the  public 
health,  and  to  gnai*d  the  same  against  removal  by  any  one,  or  the  approach  of 
any  one  near  to  such  baggage,  clothing,  or  goods.  They  may  order  the 
removal  of  a  person  confined  in  any  common  jail,  if  in  their  opinion  he  has 
been  attacked  with  a  disease  dangerous  to  the  safety  of  the  other  prisoners  or 
the  inhiibilants  of  the  vicinity. 

Boards  of  lioalth  in  places  bordering  upon  our  lakes  or  navigable  rivers  may 

•  Comp.  Laws,  1871,  ScclionB  1009,  ITOQ,  17Q1, 1708,  ITM,  17061 
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establish  quarantine  regulations  to  be  observed  by  all  vessels,  goods,  and  per- 
sons arriving  within  their  limits.  It  may  be  said  generally  in  enumerating  the 
powers  of  local  boards  of  health,  that  wliatever  is  necessary  to  be  done  to  pre- 
vent sickness  or  disease  in  a  community  must  be  done  by  such  boards,  and 
they  possess  the  authority  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  law  and  the  regula- 
tions which  they  may  establish.* 

From  these  enumerated  duties,  and  only  the  principal  ones  have  been  men- 
tioned, it  will  be  seen  that  local  boards  of  health,  while  they  possess  large 
powers,  have  also  large  responsibilities.  Upon  their  prompt  and  efficient  action 
oftentimes  depend  the  safety  of  life  and  health  to  a  whole  community.  A 
single  case  of  a  communicable  disease  may,  if  attended  to  in  time,  be  so  isolated 
and  guarded  as  to  convey  no  contagion  to  others,  while  a  little  neglect  may 
allow  the  poison  of  disease  to  spread  through  a  dozen  homes,  and  leave  a 
dozen  stricken  families  to  mourn  the  ravages  of  'Hhe  pestilence  that  walketb 
in  darkness. '^ 

KOTICE   OP  REGULATI0K8  OF  BOABDS  OF  HEALTH. 

In  order  that  the  public  may  know  and  understand  all  that  is  required  of 
them  by  public  health  regulations,  the  law  provides  that  notice  shall  be  given 
by  the  board  of  health  of  all  regulations  made  by  them,  by  publishing  the  same 
in  some  newspaper  within  their  jurisdiction  if  there  be  one  published  therein, 
and  if  not,  then  by  posting  them  up  in  five  public  places ;  and  such  notices  of 
the  regulations  shall  be  deemed  legal  notice  to  all  persons,  f 

It  is  essential  that  this  requirement  of  the  statute  should  be  complied  with  in 
all  cases  where  boards  of  health  make  any  regulations  which  they  may  deem 
necessary  for  the  public  health  and  safety  as  provided  for  in  the  public  health 
laws.  Without  such  notice  previously  published,  a  board  of  health  would  have 
no  right  to  proceed  to  enforce  such  regulations;  and  no  penalty  could  be 
imposed  for  the  violation  of  a  regulation  which  had  not  been  brought  to  the 
public  attention  by  the  proper  legal  notioe.t 

This  requirement  of  the  statute  does  not  apply,  however,  to  those  acts  which 
are  forbidden  by  the  public  health  laws  or  by  the  ordinances  of  any  city  or 
village.  The  statute  law  and  the  ordinances  are  sufficient  notice  in  them- 
selves to  the  public.  Neither  would  it  be  necessary  to  publish  regulations 
respecting  nuisances  which  are  nuisances  per  se,  or  public  nuisances,  or  nui- 
sances by  the  common  law,  for  such  nuisances  can  be  abated  or  removed  by 
any  one  injured  thereby,  and  the  right  to  abate  such  nuisances  does  not  depend 
upon  any  statute  or  regulation.  This  statute  can  only  apply  to  those  regulations 
which  boards  of  health  are  empowered  to  make  under  sections  1694,  lG9«i,  1696, 
1720, 1727,  and  1730  of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871,  and  the  amendments  thereto. 

Aboard  of  health,  for  instance,  may  make  regulations  for  the  removal  and 
disposition  of  all  i*ef use,  garbage,  and  filth ;  for  the  maintenance  of  cleanli- 
ness, and  for  the  prevention  of  any  contamination  of  the  soil  or  air,  which 
might,  if  suffered  to  remain  or  continue,  produce  sickness.  Notice  of  such 
regulations  must  be  published  in  order  that  the  public  may  bo  warned  against 
allowing  such  sources  of  disease  to  exist.  After  the  publication  of  such  notice 
any  person  may  be  proceeded  against  and  a  penalty  enforced  for  the  violation 
of  the  regulations.     On  the  other  hand  no  notice  of  any  regulation  respecting 

*  Comn.  lAWB,  1871,  sections  1684, 1(»5,  1696,  1697,  1099, 1700,  1701,  170S,  1704, 1706. 1707,  1706, 1700,  1710, 
1711. 1715;  1720, 17S0, 1731,  178i. 
t  Oomp.  Laws,  1871,  Sec.  169a 
i  Eeea  v.  People,  1  Park.,  481. 
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any  existing  nnisance^  is  required  to  be  pablished  before  the  board  of  health 
tfonld  be  authorized  to  remove  the  same.  Authority  is  conferred  in  such 
cases  by  the  statute. 

Every  board  of  health  iu  cities,  villages,  and  townships  should  adopt  and 
publish  a  code  of  sanitary  regulatioHS  to  be  observed  by  all  citizens,  embracing 
the  following  principal  points,  and  such  others  as  their  judgment  deems  proper 
and  the  peculiar  conditions  of  their  locality  may  seem  to  require : — 

1.  For  a  sanitary  survey  of  the  city,  village,  or  township  with  reference  to 
the  sewerage,  drainage,  and  water-supply;  the  number  and  sanitary  condi- 
tion of  the  inhabitants;  the  accumulations  of  filth,  and  the  disposal  of 
excreta,  garbage,  and  offal ;  the  location  of  offensive  trades  and  occupation's, 
with  a  view  to  obtain  the  fullest  information  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of 
the  locality. 

2.  For  an  efficient  system  of  sewerage,  with  occasional  inspections. 

3.  For  the  cleansing  of  all  streets,  alleys,  courts,  and  yards. 

4.  For  the  location  and  conducting  of  slaughter-houses,  rendering-establish- 
ments,  and  other  offensive  occupations. 

o.  For  the  regulation  and  inspection  of  markets. 

6.  For  the  management  of  lodging-houses,  public  buildings,  and  dwellings, 
with  particular  reference  to  the  condition  of  cellars,  drains,  water-supply,  and 
ventilation. 

7.  For  public  baths. 

8.  For  the  interment  of  the  dead. 

9.  For  a  complete  record  of  deaths,  causes  of  death,  etc. 

10.  For  vaccination  and  re-vaccination. 

11.  For  the  restriction  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases. 

12.  For  the  quarantine  of  vessels,  baggage,  and  persons. 

Each  of  the  above  mentioned  subjects  for  regulation  may  not  be  of  equal 
importance  in  all  localities.  They  will  vary  in  importance  according  to  the 
varying  conditions  of  town  or  country,  city  or  village,  inland  or  shore  town ; 
and  boards  of  health  in  adopting  a  code  of  regulations  will  necessarily  be  gov- 
erned by  the  particular  sanitary  needs  of  the  territory  over  which  they  have 
jurisdiction. 

RESPONSIBILITY   OF  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

One  of  the  tirst  questions  which  a  board  of  health  should  ask,  after  it  has 
ascertained  its  powers,  is.  What  are  the  duties  which  we  are  called  upon  to  per- 
form ?  How  shall  we  act  so  as  best  to  fulfill  the  obligations  imposed  upon  us 
by  the  law  of  the  State?  The  thought  which  should  be  foremost  in  the  mind 
of  each  member  of  the  board  when  contemplating  the  duties  of  his  position  is, 
that  the  work  which  is  before  him  is  humanitarian  in  its  character  and  not 
political;  that  the  sanitary  needs  of  the  community  must  be  examined  into, 
and  the  condition  of  things  with  reference  to  health  and  disease  must  be 
studied,  and  if  need  be,  bettered ;  and  this  not  in  a  perfunctory  or  superficial 
manner,  but  with  a  zealous  determination  to  do  whatever  is  necessary  for  the 
protection  of  the  life  and  health  of  the  people  whose  interests  are  entrusted  to 
him  and  his  fellow  members. 

While  the  duties  of  boards  of  health  in  townships,  cities,  and  villages  are 
substantially  the  same,  yet  the  responsibilities  resting  upon  such  boards  in  thickly 
populated  centres  are  vastly  greater  than  in  the  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the 
State,  devoted  more  exclusively  to  farming.  In  cities  and  villages,  where  the 
conditions  of  living  made  necessary  by  large  numbers  of  people  crowded  into  a 
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small  territory,  arc  so  different  from  those  in  the  country,  whore  dwellings, 
mannfaetorics,  barns^  out-houses,  wells,  cess-pools,  sewers,  and  drains  often- 
times exist  in  great  numbers  upon  comparatively  small  tracts  of  land  and 
within  a  few  feet  of  each  other ;  where  crowds  of  people  are  constantly  ming- 
ling together  on  the  street,  in  churches,  and  in  places  of  publio  amusement, 
the  duties  of  a  board  of  health  involve  grave  responsibilities  and  demand  a  high 
degree  of  care  and  attention.  One  defective  sewer  may  contaminate  with  death- 
breeding  seeds  of  disease  scores  of  homes,  and  bo  the  means  of  causing  death 
to  enter  many  happy  households.  An  accumulation  of  filth  at  some  one  point 
may  be  the  means  of  filling  the  air  with  miasma  and  the  soil  with  poison, 
which,  percolating  through  the  earth,  may  reach  a  dozen  wells,  and  thus 
scatter  disease  broadcast  throughout  the  neighborhood.  One  person  afflicted 
with  a  contagious  and  dangerous  disease  may,  by  passing  along  the  street  or 
coming  into  an  assemblage  of  people,  be  instrumental  in  communicating  the 
disease  to  many  others.  Every  such  cause  of  disease  should  be  promptly  and 
vigorously  suppressed.  It  is  the  duty  of  boards  of  health  to  take  prompt  and 
efficient  steps  to  this  end. 

While  the  responsibilities  of  boards  of  health  in  cities  and  villages  are  pro- 
portionately greater  than  in  the  townships,  yet  the  importance  of  organization 
and  careful  attention  to  the  sanitary  conditions  of  the  town  must  not  be  under- 
rated. Epidemics  sometimes  sweep  through  a  farming  community,  which 
might  easily  have  been  prevented  by  prompt  action  on  the  part  of  the  board  of 
health,  had  immediate  notice  of  the  first  case  been  given  to  them.  Nuisances 
in  the  shape  of  stagnant  pools  of  water  or  undrained  marshes  often  exist  in  the 
townships,  which  are  fruitful  sources  of  disease  to  the  inhabitants  and  should 
be  abated  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  All  boards  of  health  should  there- 
fore ascertain  whether  any  causo  of  disease  exists  within  their  jurisdiction,  and 
if  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  any  source  of  sickness  may  possibly  arise 
from  the  action  or  neglect  of  any  person,  the  board  should  establish  such  regu- 
lations and  take  such  measures  as  they  may  think  necessary  to  prevent  the 
same. 

NOTICES  OF  DISEASES  DANGEROUS  TO  HEALTH. 

Every  board  of  health  should  insist  upon  a  strict  compliance  with  those  sec- 
tions of  the  public  health  laws*  which  require  immediate  notice  to  be  given  to 
the  board  of  health  or  health  officer  when  any  person  is  taken  sick  with  small- 
pox or  any  other  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health.  Thei*e  is  no  provision 
of  the  public  health  laws  of  greater  importance  to  the  public  than  this.  It 
would  be  impossible  to  estimate  the  advantages,  which  a  thorough  compliance 
with  these  sections  of  the  law  would  secure,  in  the  largely  increased  immunity 
of  the  people  from  contagious  diseases,  consequent  upon  the  immediate  notifi- 
eation  of  the  board  of  health  of  the  first  case  of  such  contagious  disease  and  the 
prompt  isolation  and  care  of  the  person  affected.  Such  action  would  have  the 
same  effect  upon  the  spread  of  disease  that  a  well  trained  and  disciplined  fire 
department,  ever  alert  to  respond  to  an  alarm,  has  upon  a  newly  kindled  fire, 
which,  if  left  unchecked,  would  spread  into  a  devastating  conflagration. 

In  order  that  physicians  and  householders  may  fully  realize  the  importance 
and  necessity  of  giving  immediate  notice  of  dangerous  diseases,  any  neglect  so 
to  do  should  be  promptly  punished  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  The  in- 
fliction of  the  i>enalty  prescribed  by  the  statute,  in  a  few  instances,  would  doubt- 
less have  the  effect  to  make  all  persons  careful  to  send  notice  at  once  to  the 

*  Sections  1734-1735,  Compiled  Laws  1871,  page  288  of  thU  Report. 
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board  of  health  or  health  officer  of  the  occurrence  of  any  case  of  coDtagions 
disease.  The  duties  of  physicians  and  householders  in  this  regard,  and  the 
method  of  procedure  for  the  enforcement  of  the  law  requiring  such  notices, 
are  fully  set  forth  in  Circular  No.  34  recently  published  by  the  State  Board  of 
Health.*  The  statute  f  makes  it  the  duty  of  the  health  officer  in  cities  and 
yillagcs  to  notify  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  the  county  of  any  neglect  to  give 
notice  of  the  occurrence  of  dangerous  diseases,  as  required  by  sections  1734 
and  1735,  Com  p.  Laws  1871,  which  sections  are  explicitly  made  to  apply  to 
cities  and  villages  by  section  1740,  as  amended  by  Act  No.  145,  Laws  of  1879. 
It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  prosecute  the  person  so 
offending  for  the  penalty  or  forfeiture  imposed  by  the  statute. 

In  townships  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the  supervisors  to  prosecute  for  the  pen- 
alty or  forfeiture  so  incurred ;  or  when  the  fact  that  any  person  has  violated 
the  provisions  of  these  sections  has  been  made  known  to  the  prosecuting  attor- 
ney, it  becomes  his  duty,  without  delay,  to  prosecute  for  such  penalty  or  for- 
feiture. It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  legal  power  Tested  in  the  public  officers 
is  ample  to  enforce  a  requirement  of  the  law  which  all  persons  must  concede 
to  be  of  the  highest  importance  to  the  interests  of  public  health  and  safety. 

NUISANCES. 

An  important  duty  which  boards  of  health  are  frequently  called  upon  to  per- 
form, is  the  removal  and  abatement  of  nuisances  which  may  be  injarious  to 
the  health  of  the  public.  The  power  to  remove  and  abate  nuisances  la  derived 
from  two  sources. 

1.  The  common  law  gives  to  every  person  the  right  to  abate  a  nuisance 
whether  it  be  a  public  or  a  private  nuisance  if  it  in  any  way  aftects  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  his  property  or  his  life.  But  this  right  must  be  exercised  with  extreme 
caution,  and  only  when  the  thing  to  be  abated  is  in  itself  a  nuisance  and  is 
injuring  the  person  seeking  to  abate  it ;  otherwise  he  will  be  liable  for  trespass. 
It  is  only  in  cases  where  a  party  would  have  a  right  of  action  against  another 
maintaining  a  nuisance  that  he  would  be  protected  in  summarily  removing  the 
same.J 

It  has  been  held  that  if  a  noxious  trade  be  set  up  in  the  vicinity  of  another's 
dwelling,  he  may  enter  the  premises  and  destroy  so  much  of  the  machinery  as 
is  necessary  to  prevent  the  nuisance. §  So,  too,  if  an  unoccupied  house  be  left  in 
such  a  filthy  condition  as  to  endanger  the  health  of  the  neighborhood,  any  per- 
son who  is  injured  thereby  may  tear  down  the  house. || 

2.  The  statute,  sections  1699,  1700,  and  17011  of  the  Compiled  Laws  of  1871, 
provides  that  boards  of  health  shall  examine  into  all  nuisances,  sources  of  filth, 
and  causes  of  sickness,  that  may  in  their  opinion  be  injurious  to  the  public 
health  and  shall  destroy,  remove,  and  prevent  the  same.  If  any  such  nuisance, 
source  of  filth,  or  cause  of  sickness  shall  be  found  on  private  property,  the 
board  of  health  shall  order  the  owner  or  occupant  thereof,  at  his  own  expense, 
to  remove  the  same  within  twenty-four  hours.  If  the  owner  or  occupant  do 
not  comply  with  this  order  the  board  may  cause  the  nuisance,  source  of  filth, 
or  cause  of  sickness  to  bo  removed. 

In  order  that  boards  of  health  may  act  undcrstandingly  in  the  i^enioval  of 
nuisances  which  are  injurious  to  the  public  health,  it  is  essential  that  they 
should  have  a  clearly  defined  idea  of  what  the  nuisances  are  which  they  may 

*  Pages  VtUS  of  this  Report,  t  Act  No.  157,  Laws  of  1879.  X  Wood's  Law  of  Nuisances,  Sees.  730^ 
838;  Coolcy  on  Torts,  p.  46.  §  Manhattan  Co.  v.  Van  Keuren,  83  N.  J.,  UL  ||  Harrej  K  Dewoodf, 
18  Ark.,  252;  Wood's  Law  of  Nuisances,  Sec.  836.     V  Page  67  of  this  Beport. 
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remove  or  order  remoyed.  An  actionable  nuisance  is  said  to  be  anything 
wrongfully  done  or  permitted  which  injures  or  annoys  another  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  his  legal  rights.*  Every  person  has  the  legal  right  to  the  fullest  en- 
joyment of  his  life  and  health.  Any  thing  then  which  injures  or  annoys  the 
public  in  the  enjoyment  of  life  or  health  is  a  nuisance  which  it  is  the  duty  of 
boards  of  health  as  the  guardians  of  the  public  health,  to  abate.  Any  classifica- 
tion of  nuisances  will  be  necessarily  imperfect;  yet,  for  the  purposes  of  this 
subject,  it  may  be  said  that  public  health  nuisances  are  of  two  kinds : — 

1.  Those  which  are  such  from  their  very  nature,  which  cannot  exist  in  the 
vicinity  of  habitations  without  causing  offense  to  the  senses  and  injury  to  the 
health ;  such,  for  instance,  as  the  exposed  and  decaying  carcasses  of  dead  ani- 
mals, or  accumulations  of  offal  or  fecal  matter  in  exposed  places. 

2.  Those  which  become  nuisances  by  reason  of  the  misuse  or  negligent  care 
exercised  of  an  otherwise  harmless  and  perfectly  lawful  object,  business,  or 
occupation ;  as,  for  example,  slaughter-houses,  rendering-establishments,  mill- 
ponds,  or  burying-grounds. 

The  methods  of  procedure  to  be  adopted  for  the  removal  of  any  unhealthy 
nuisance  will  vary  accordingly  as  the  nuisance  to  be  abated  comes  within  one 
or  the  other  of  these  classifications. 

If  a  board  of  health  finds  any  decomposing  or  offensive  matter  upon  private 
property,  which  in  their  opinion  is  injurious  to  health,  they  must  first  order 
the  owner  or  occupant  to  remove  it  within  twenty-four  hours.  If  he  neglects 
to  do  so  they  may  proceed  summarily  to  cause  such  nuisance  to  be  removed. 
If  the  danger  to  the  public  health  is  imminent  and  safety  requires  the  immedi- 
ate suppression  of  the  nuisance,  the  board  of  health  or  any  individual  affected 
thereby,  would  be  protected  if  they  proceeded  at  once  to  suppress  it,  for  the 
safety  of  the  people  is  the  highest  law.f  If  any  nnhealthy  nuisance  is  found  in 
a  public  place,  it  would  be  the  duty  of  the  board  of  health  to  see  to  its  imme- 
diate removal.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  case  of  a  mill-pond,  a  slaughter- 
house, or  a  burial  ground,  a  board  of  health  would  have  no  authority  to  order 
their  removal  or  abatement  as  nuisances  under  section  1700  of  the  Oompiled 
Laws  of  1871,  without  the  fact  first  being  determined  judicially  that  they  are 
nuisances,  for  the  reason  that  they  are  not  necessarily  offensive  or  unhealthy, 
and  their  use  is  perfectly  legal.  It  is  only  their  misuse  which  makes  them 
nuisances.  A  mill-pond  may  be  maintained  in  the  midst  of  a  thickly  popu- 
lated community  without  being  in  the  slightest  degree  detrimental  to  the 
public  health.  A  slaughter-house  may  be  conducted  with  such  perfect  clean- 
liness as  to  be  no  more  offensive  in  a  sanitary  sense  than  a  planiug-mill.  It  is 
true  that  they  are  very  rarely  so  managed ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  not 
too  distant  future  those  who  supply  our  tables  with  meat  will  find  it  for  their 
interest  and  profit  to  unite  the  slaughtering  of  animals  in  one  abattoir  in  each 
locality,  and  that  one  well  supplied  with  plenty  of  water,  good  drainage,  and 
ample  facilities  for  manufacturing  the  offal  into  fertilizers. 

If  a  mill-pond,  a  slaughter-house,  or  a  burial  ground,  or  anything  of  a 
kindred  nature  becomes  offensive  and  unhealthy  to  the  community,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  board  of  health  to  proceed  at  once  to  ask  the  aid  of  the  courts  by 
filing  a  bill  in  chancery  in  its  own  name,  to  enjoin  the  further  continuance  of 
the  nuisance,  and  to  decree  its  abatement.  Whether  a  business  or  a  thing, 
not  in  itself  a  nuisance,  is  so  managed  or  suffered  to  exist  as  to  be  a  nuisance, 
is  a  fact  which  must  be  determined  by  the  courts  upon  evidence.  A  board  of 
health  cannot  decide  that  to  be  a  nuisance  which  is  not  so  in  itself.     A  person 

•Oooley  on  Torts,  pw  M&  t  Meeker  r.  ttenMeljMr,  14  Wena.,  S87. 
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carryiDg  on  the  bnsiDess  of  slaughtering  animals  cannot  be  compelled  to  dis- 
continae  that  business  upon  the  judgment  of  any  person  or  tribunal  except 
that  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction.  In  this  way  alone  can  a  board  of 
health  legally  ascertain  whether  such  a  business  is  a  nuisance  so  as  to  authorize 
them  to  abate  it.  Of  course  any  collection  of  offal  or  filth  in  or  about  a 
slaughter-house  may  be  removed  by  the  board  of  health  under  the  authority 
conferred  upon  them  by  sections  1700  and  1701,  Compiled  Laws  1871,  but  the 
suppression  of  the  business  itself  can  only  follow  a  judicial  determination  that 
it  is  so  conducted  as  to  be  injurious  to  the  public  health.* 

The  question  has  sometimes  arisen  whether  animals  affected  with  a  con- 
tagious disease  may  be  summarily  destroyed.  The  general  rule  seems  to  be 
that  so  long  as  the  owner  restrains  the  animals  upon  his  own  premises,  no  per- 
son has  the  right  to  kill  them ;  but  if  they  are  suffered  to  go  at  large«  or  if 
they  escape  from  the  owner's  custody,  the  owner  of  the  premises  upon  which 
they  escape,  may  kill  them  if  necessary  for  the  protection  of  his  own  animals,  f 
In  the  case  of  horses  affected  with  glanders,  which  is  recognized  as  an  incura- 
ble disease,^  and  one  which  may  communicate  all  its  loathsomeness  and  fatal- 
ity to  human  beings,  there  is  no  question  but  what  a  board  of  health  would  be 
protected  in  destroying  them  wherever  found,  after  due  notice  to  the  owners, 
if  in  their  opinion  it  was  necessary  for  the  public  health.*  This  protection 
however  would  only  be  afforded  in  case  the  disease  was  actually  the  glanders. 

The  statute  §  provides  that  ''The  circuit  court  for  any  county  shall  have 
equity  jurisdiction  in  all  matters  concerning  nuisances  where  there  is  not  a 
plain,  adequate  and  complete  remedy  at  law,  and  may  grant  injunctions  to  stay 
or  prevent  nuisances."  Boards  of  health  are  thus  armed  with  power  to  sup- 
press unhealthy  nuisances,  which  they  should  be  prompt  to  exercise  in  any  case 
where  it  seems  to  them  that  the  public  health  is  or  will  be  affected.  It  is  true 
that  any  person  injured  by  the  maintenance  of  a  nuisance  may,  in  his  own 
behalf,  institute  proceedings  to  abate  it ;  but  as  most  individuals  are  unwilling 
to  go  to  law  about  a  bad  smell,  or  to  incur  the  necessary  expense  of  litigation, 
and  as  a  union  of  effort  among  several  persons  affected  is  rarely  obtained,  it  is 
eminently  fitting  that  each  board  of  health  should  perform  this  duty  in  behalf 
of  the  whole  community,  of  which  they  are  the  representatives  and  of  whose 
health  they  are  the  guardians. 

It  would  be  well  for  the  members  of  every  board  of  health  to  acquaint  them- 
selves as  fully  as  possible  with  all  the  facts  relating  to  any  existing  nuisance, 
or  thing  which  may  become  a  nuisance,  within  their  jurisdiction,  and  apply  to 
these  facts  the  existing  law,  and  thus  ascertain  in  what  way  they  shall  proceed 
to  prevent  or  remove  the  same. 

Misdirected  zeal  is  sometimes  as  harmful  as  lack  of  zeal.  Therefore  in  cases 
involving  doubt  it  is  always  advisable  to  take  legal  counsel  before  proceeding 
to  extreme  measures. 

The  efficiency  of  a  board  of  health  and  the  respect  which  will  be  shown  it  in 
a  community  will  depend  very  much  upon  the  firmness  with  which  the  mem- 
bers insist  upon  a  strict  compliance  with  all  needful  sanitary  regulations,  as 
well  as  on  the  caution  they  display  in  avoiding  needless  exactions  and  unneces- 
sary investigations. 

•  Schuster  v.  Met.  Board  of  Health,  49  Barb.  (N.  T.  8.  C),  450.    f  Wood's  Law  of  Kaisances,  Sec  857. 
;  Hanover's  Law  of  Horses,  p.  76.        §  Section  6377,  Comp.  Laws,  187L 
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December  6,  1877,  the  board  of  health  of  Miuden  township,  Sauilac  county, 
wrote  to  the  State  Board  of  Health  asking  advice  in  a  case  as  follows:  They 
had  ordered  a  horse  diseased  with  glanders  to  be  killed ;  the  owner  of  tlie  horse 
brought  an  action  against  them  individually,  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  to 
recover  damages.  A  reply  was  sent,  citing  sections  1699,  1700,  and  others 
of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871  in  justification  of  the  action  of  the  board  of 
health,  and  referring  them  for  advice  to  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  their 
county.  It  has  since  been  learned  that  the  board  of  health  was  fined  twenty 
dollars  and  costs  (eleven  dollars),  that  they  paid  the  costs  and  appealed  the 
case  to  the  circuit  court,  and  that  the  case  was  then  'Mropped,"  the  prosecu- 
tion  being  '^ anxious  to  give  it  up,"  and  the  defendants  ''not  willing  to  put 
the  township  to  expense." 

May  20,  1879,  Dr.  E.  P.  Christian,  of  Wyandotte,  Wayne  county,  a  regular 
correspondent  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  wrote,  asking  what  authority 
exists  for  destroying  a  glandered  horae,  mentioning  a  recent  death  of  a  person 
in  Dearborn  from  the  disease  contracted  from  a  horse,  and  stating  that  there 
was  at  Wyandotte  a  badly  diseased  horse.  The  communication  was  at  once 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Contagious  Diseases,  and  to  the  committee  on 
Legislation  in  the  Interests  of  Public  Health.  An  opinion  by  the  last  named 
committee,  Hon.  LeKoy  Parker,  of  Flint,  that  a  glandered  horse  may  prop- 
erly be  destroyed  by  the  local  board  of  health,  is  printed  on  page  300  of  this 
Report,  and  quoted  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  paper  in  connection  with  the 
question  of  the  need  of  further  legislation  in  this  State  to  prevent  the  spread 
6t  the  disease  and  the  recurrence  of  such  sad  cases  as  are  herein  reported  by 
Dre.  Christian,  Duffield,  and  Post.  Dr.  Christian's  communication  is  as 
follows : — 

UYQUIRT  AS  TO  AUTUORITT  TO  DESTKOT  A  GLAXDKRKD  HOKSS,— COilMUKICATION  FROM 

DR.  E.  P.  CUEISTIAN,  OF  WTANDOTTE,  MICH. 

Wtandotte,  May  20, 1879. 
IT.  JJ.  Baker^  Secretary:^ 

Mr  Dear  Doctor  :— The  question  has  arisen  here  as  to  whether  any  authority  exists 

for  destroying  a  glandered  horse,  and  who  has  authority  if  any  exists.    The  disease 

is  one  certainly  dangerous  to  individual  health,  and  endangers  other  animals. 
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There  has  been  a  late  lamentable  case  of  death  from  this  disease,  contracted  from 
the  horse  at  Dearborn,  in  this  county,  under  care  of  Dr.  Duf9eld.  The  question 
arising  here  over  a  badly  diseased  animal,  said  to  have  the  glanders,  suggested  call- 
ing attention  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  to  the  matter. 

Very  truly.  Dr.  E.  P.  CHRISTIAN. 

A  detailed  report  of  the  case  of  glanders  la  a  human  being,  in  care  of  Vr. 
S.  P.  Duffield,  of  Dearborn,  Wayne  county,  referred  to  by  Dr.  Christian,  was 
by  request  received  from  Dr.  Duffield,  as  follows : — 

A  CASE  OF  ACUTE  GLANDERS  IN  A  MAN  TWENTY-FIVE  TEARS  OF  AGE,— REPORTED  BY 

SAMUEL  p.  DUFFIELD,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  Ph.  D., 

OF  DEARBORN,  MICH., 

PROFESSOR    OF  TOXICOLOGY    AND  MEDICAL   JURISPRUDENCE   IN    THE    DETEOIT  MEDI- 
CAL COLLEGE. 

[It  was  intended  to  publish  the  principal  part  of  Dr.  DuflSeld's  report;  but 
as  it  has  since  appeared  in  one  of  the  medical  journals  of  the  State,  only  an 
abstract  can  hero  be  given.  The  full  report  may  be  found  in  the  Detroit 
Lancet  for  December,  1879,  vol.  III.,  pages  245-8.  The  abstract  is  as 
follows : — ] 

April  18, 1879,  a  strong,  able-bodied  mau,  25  years  old,  6  feet  hlffb,  of  light  com- 

f flexion,  called  on  Dr.  Duffield,  complaining  of  pain  in  the  chest,  which  was  increas- 
ng.  Examination  of  the  chest  by  auscultation  and  percussion:  sounds  normal, air 
entering  left  lung,  of  which  he  complained,  equally  as  well  as  the  right,  and  with  no 
change  in  the  respiration;  no  dullness  on  percussion,  no  difficulty  of  breathing. 
He  complained  only  of  pain,  and  severe  pain  on  Inspiration.  On  attempting  to  raise 
or  extend  the  left  arm  he  complained  of  pain.  "No  Increase  in  temperature,  ther- 
mometer 98^**  F.  after  being  four  minutes  in  the  arm-pit.  Dn  D.  prescribed  for 
pleurodynia;  and  the  man  returned  home,  a  distance  of  7  miles.  He  was  taken  with 
such  severe  pain  in  the  chest  about  midnight,  that  he  sent  for  a  nearer  physician.  He 
grew  rapidly  worse,  and  on  Wednesday  evening,  April  23,  Dr.  D.  was  &g&in  called. 
He  found  the  following  condition:  pulse  134,  temperature  In  arm-pit  1(3}%  profuse 
sweating,  no  odor  to  perspiration,  right  knee  swollen,  with  an  erysipelatous  blush, 
unlike  inflammatory  rheumatism,  and  which  with  an  erysipelatous  swelling  on  the 
forehead  that  closed  the  eyelids,  was  considered  indicative  of  erysipelas.  There  was 
great  depression  of  vital  power.  The  man^s  father  said  he  had  been  on  a  fishing 
excursion  and  had  caught  cold,  that  he  had  not  been  exposed  to  small-pox,  and  bad 
never  had  syphilis.    The  next  day.  under  the  influence  of  the  medicines  given,  his 

Eulse  was  reduced,  and  he  expressed  himself  as  easier,  and  seemed  cheerfhl.  Dr. 
^uffield^s  report  continues  as  follows: — 

^*  On  the  25th  he  grew  rapidly  worse,  and  phlyzacious  pustules  came  out  upon  the 
face,  degenerating  into  a  peculiar  form  of  ulcer,  a  flat  oblong  ulcer,  secreting  a  thick 
yellow  caseous  pus,  with  a  deflned  red  margin,  but  not  elevated  much  above  the  true 
skin;  the  forms  of  these  ulcers  were  rareU/  round,  mostly  oblong  or  elliptical,  and 
their  modes  of  growth  entirely  difierent  from  the  pustules  of  variola,  although  to 
the  laity  and  careless  practitioners  when  at  their  height  they  might  possibly  be  mis- 
taken for  variola.  These  pustules  began  to  come  out  on  the  eyelids  and  face  and 
chest  on  the  25th  (the  7th  day  of  the  disease);  on  the  26th  they  began  to  appear 
upon  the  back.  I  noticed  also  on  the  7th  day  of  the  disease  large  buUse  formed  in  the 
deep  fascia  of  the  arms,  five  on  the  right  arm— three  on  left  arm,  and  one  on  right 
clavicle,  2  Inches  from  acromial  articulation;  they  varied  in  size  from  a  pullet*s  to  a 
hen's  egg,  and  when  I  lanced  them  gave  up  a  thin  unhealthy  fetid  pus. 

'*0n  the  26th  these  bullae  and  ulcers  were  of  such  a  character  that  I  pronounced  the 
case  one  of  ^ acute  glanders*  and  so  spoke  to  his  brother,  who  denied  having  any 
horse  which  ran  at  the  nose.  1  ordered  the  brother  to  come  for  me  very  early  the 
next  morning  with  their  sick  brother's  team,  as  my  horses  had  been  overdriven  and 
I  wished  to  rest  them,  and  told  him  to  be  sure  and  come  early,  which  he  did,  at  4 
o'clock  A.  M.;  and  before  drinking  a  hot  cup  of  coflee  I  put  Ziemssen's  volume  into 
his  hands,  opened  at  the  symptoms  of  glanders,  and  said,  *  You  would  not  believe 
me  that  your  brother  has  glanders, — now  read  there  while  I  take  a  cup  of  coffee.* 
On  my  coming  back  to  the  office  the  brother  said,  *Now,  doctor,  do  you  mean  to  say 
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?rou  are  sure  my  brother  has  the  glanders?^  I  said,  ^  Yes,  and  what  Is  worse,  there 
s  no  hope  of  savins  him;  he  will  dlo.^  '  Well,^  said  he,  ^now  that  you  insist  upon 
it  being  ^glanders," I  will  tell  you  my  brother  traded  horses  with  a  horse-dealer 
by  the  name  of  Norris,  and  that  horse  runs  at  the  nose;  I  have  him  outside/  I  went 
out  and  examined  him,  and  found,  according  to  the  facts  laid  down  by  Touatt  and 
others,  that  he  was  a  slandered  horse  in  what  is  called  the  latter  stage  of  the  disease. 
I  ordered  my  man  to  destroy  the  post  to  which  he  had  been  tied,  and  cautioned  the 
young  man  not  to  water  his  horse  along  the  public  road,  for  fear  of  extending  the 
disease  to  other  horses.  Of  course  1  ran  a  risk  riding  behind  the  horse,  which  ever 
and  anon  kept  snorting  a  miserably  fetid,  greenish  pus  from  his  nostril. 

**  On  the  27th  there  appeared  gangrenous  spots  upon  the  inflamed  knee,  upon  the 
large  toe  of  the  right  foot,  on  the  large  toe  of  the  left  foot,  and  on  the  toe  next  to  it. 
Oangrenous  spots  appeared  in  the  sore  upon  the  forehead.  As  yet  no  discharge  from 
the  nose.  On  the  28th  the  whole  system  gave  evidence  of  the  intensity  of  the  virus. 
He  was  maniacal,  driving  his  horses  in  a  swamp,  from  which  in  vain  he  strove  to 
extricate  them. 

^  The  discharge  from  the  nose  set  in  this  day,  and  rhinoscopy  showed  ulcers  on  the 
^septum  nasi,'  and  they  were  beginning  to  appear  in  the  *  pharynx,'  and  upon  the 
Welum  palati,'— all  bearing  the  same  character,  looking  somewhat  like  a  syphilitic 
ulcer,  but  having  such  a  definite  appearance  that  having  been  once  seen  they  need 
never  be  mistaken.    His  pulse  was  134,  temperature  in  axilla  104}*. 

'^On  the  29th,  in  the  morning,  his  pulse  was  166;  he  was  still  able  to  sit  up  in  bed, 
in  fact  got  out  of  bed  in  his  delirium  and  was  with  great  difficulty  persuaded  to  go 
back.  His  wife,  father,  and  sister,  who  had  tendeny  cared  for  him  under  careful 
restrictions  I  had  given  them  to  avoid  touching  him  directly  with  their  hand8,a8ked 
me  if  he  had  any  chance  for  life.  I  shook  my  head,  and  on  hearing  them  mourn- 
ing he  broke  out  in  his  delirium  and  ridiculed  any  such  idea  as  his  being  in  a 
dangerous  condition.  I  strove  to  get  him  quieted  long  enough  to  take  his  tempera- 
tare,  but  he  was  so  restless,  snorting  the  vile  fiuld  from  his  nostrils  and  hawking  and 
spitting  from  his  throat,  tnat  I  took  the  thermometer  away  after  it  had  remained 
only  about  3  minutes,  fearing  for  my  own  personal  safety.  The  temperature  was 
106\    I  am  certain  it  was  higher. 

^ (Edema  of  the  glottis  had  already  set  In,  and  two  hours  from  the  time  of  my 
taking  his  temperature  he  was  dead.  He  died  on  the  16th  day  of  the  disease,  not 
coantlng  prodromata. 

^In  conclusion,  I  would  call  attention  to  the  fact  that,  in  the  beginning,  with  the 
exception  of  a  slight  excoriation  between  the  thumb  and  fore  finger,  there  was  no 
sore  or  other  diagnostic  points  by  which  glanders  would  have  been  suspected;  and 
if  we  wait  until  we  can  say  positively  that  it  is  'acute  glanders'  it  is  then  too  late 
to  save  the  patient,  for  the  poison  has  entered  his  blood.  *  •  •  The  wife  of  the 
patient  informed  me  that  he  had,  while  plowing,  excoriated  the  skin  between  the 
thumb  and  first  finger,  and  had  complained  of  its  not  healing  readily;  but  when  I 
saw  him  It  had  healed  up,  leaving  a  reddened  scar.    *    *    • 

**In  view  of  this  casu,  1  think  it  would  be  well  for  the  State  Board  of  Health  to 
compile  facts  fVom  Zlemssen  and  Vlrchow's  Geschnltistlehrer  into  u  cheap  monograph, 
and  place  one  or  two  in  every  town  library,  In  order  that  farmers  may  have  nn  intel- 
ligent view  of  the  subject;  for  there  are  old  practitioners  of  medicine  here  who  deny 
that  this  case  was  glanders,  ^  Becausf.^  said  one  (a  practitioner  of  over  30  years),  *  he 
would  not  have  died  «nd«r  ayear^  evidently  believing  there  was  no  such  thing  as 
^ acute  glanders^  and  believing  only  In  the  chronic  form.  If,  therefore,  practitioners 
are  ignorant  on  this  disease,  where  must  the  people  be?  At  present  we  cannot 
destroy  any  animal  that  is  glandered;  there  is  no  law  touching  the  case. 

^'I  advised  the  father  to  orlng  a  veterinary  surgeon,  one  from  Ypsilanti  and  one 
from  Detroit.  Both  pronounced  the  case  of  the  horse  '  glanders,'  and  yet  a  German 
wanted  to  buy  him.— he  thought  he  could  cure  him. 

**  There  is  a '  nest  of  glanders'  In  the  city  of  Detroit  which  as  soon  as  the  law  will 
allow  should  be  thoroughly  searched  and  purified.  No  one's  horse  is  safe  until  this 
is  done.  Gentlemen  may  sneer  and  say,  ^We  have  never  seen  a  case  of  glanders, 
therefore  it  is  not  frequent;'  but  that  does  not  follow  that  it  will  not  be.  The 
history  of  the  French  army  in  years  gone  by  proves  this. 

^I  know  of  no  more  horrible  death  to  a  human  being.  The  face  under  the  rav- 
ages of  the  disease  becomes  sadly  changed.  The  forehead  and  nose  are  red  and 
swollen;  both  eyes  closed  with  tumefaction  and  ulceration,  eschars  surrounded  by  a 
livid  oedcmatous  border,— all  contributing  to  the  awful  mutilation  of  the  features; 
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coupled  with  this  comes  the  terrible  odor  of  the  breath  and  the  involuntary  dit- 
charges,  to  complete  the  picture  of  this  incurable  disease. 
Dearborn,  Mich.,  July  7, 1879.  SAMUEL  P.  DUFFIELD. 

From  these  communications  it  is  evident  thafc  the  disease  demands  the 
earnest  attention  and  prompt  action  of  local  boards  of  health  in  Michigan, 
and  of  all  authorities  by  whose  action  it  may  be  suppressed  and  eradicated. 
If  anything  further  could  bo  considered  necessary  to  prove  the  need  for  such 
action,  it  may  be  found  in  the  fact  that  on  the  10th  of  August,  1879,  an  aged 
citizen  of  Troy,  Oakland  county,  a  county  adjacent  to  Wayne  connty,  died 
from  the  same  disease.  From  Dr.  J.  A.  Post,  of  Birmingham,  who  had 
charge  of  this  case,  a  detailed  report  of  the  case  has  been  obtained.  It  is 
here  inserted  as  showing  one  way  in  which  the  disease  may  be  communicated 
from  horse  to  man,  and  as  showing  the  reality  of  the  danger  which  it  is  one 
aim  of  this  report  to  point  out.     Dr.  Post's  report  is  as  follows: — 

A  CASE  OF   ACUTE  GLANDERS  IN  MAN,  REPORTED  BY 

DR.  J.  A.  POST, 

OF  RIKM INGHAM,  OAKLAND  COUNTY,  MICIL 

Squire  Trumbull,  aged  73  years,  weight  200  tbs.,  a  strons;,  vigorous  man  of  the 
sanguine  temperament,  first  came  to  consult  me  at  my  ofloce,  a  distance  from  his 
home  of  four  miles,  in  regard  to  his  hand,  on  July  28th,  1879. 

Upon  examination,  1  found  the  left  hand  hadly  swollen,  the  swelling  cxtendEng 
along  the  arm  to  the  elbow.  On  the  back  of  the  hand  was  a  slight  wound,  or  abra- 
sion of  tlie  skin,  which  looked  angry  and  inflamed  and  was  oozing  a  thin,  watery 
substance.  There  was  no  constitutional  disburbance,  and  I  feared  erysipelas,  as 
nothing;  was  said  at  this  time  of  his  having  been  exposed  to  glanders.  1  pre- 
scribed for  him  and  he  went  home.  The  next  day  I  was  called  to  visit  him  at  his 
house,  and  found  him  upon  his  bed,  temperature  102%  hurried  respiration,  complain- 
in£:  of  great  pain  in  his  hand,  along  the  arm,  and  in  his  lower  limbs,  not  in  the  Joints, 
but  in  the  muscles  of  the  thighs,  and  the  calves  of  his  legs.  One  point,  about  the 
middle  of  the  convex  portion  of  the  clavicle,  same  side  as  the  inflamed  hand  and 
arm,  was  intensely  painful  and  very  sensitive  to  the  touch,  though  not  at  this  time 
swollen  or  red.  lie  said  he  had  had  several  chills  durins;  the  night.  I  then  learned 
the  following  history  of  the  case:  He  had  a  glandered  horse  which  he  had  been 
treating  and  handling  for  several  weeks  past,  and  about  five  days  before  I  saw  him, 
he  hurt  the  hand,  '^knocked  the  skin  off,^^  as  he  said,  and  feared  he  might  have 
poisoned  it  from  the  horse. 

Upon  questioning  him,  I  learned  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  syringing  out  the 
horsc^s  nostrils,  and  while  doing  so  threw  a  blanket  over  the  animaPs  head,  furnish- 
ing abundant  opportunity  for  inoculation.  The  hand  began  to  swell  and  look 
innamed  the  second  day  from  the  date  of  injury. 

1  visited  him  from  this  time  on,  twice  a  day  until  his  death,  which  occurred  on 
the  14th  day  from  the  time  of  his  visit  at  my  office.  The  symptoms  continued 
much  the  same  for  the  first  week,  only  that  they  gradually  increased  in  severity. 
The  temperature  ran  higher,  often  reaching  104*  at  night,  but  in  the  morning  drop- 
ping to  102°.  The  respirations  increased  in  frequency,  and  were,  towards  the  last, 
fifty  per  minute.  The* tongue  was  coated  with  a  white  fur,  which  toward  the  end  of 
the  week  became  dry,  but  never  brown.  The  pain  over  clavicle,  and  in  the  limte, 
was  constant  and  severe,  so  that  I  was  obliged  to  keep  him  continually  under  the 
influence  of  chloral  and  opiates.  There  was  also  rapid  and  extreme  prostration. 
About  the  10th  day  of  the  fever  began  to  appear  the  flrst  signs  of  any  eruption. 
This  was  of  a  mixed  character.  There  were  blotches,  not  raised  from  the  surface, 
round  or  oval  in  shape,  and  nearly  the  size  of  a  small  three  cent  piece;  color  dark 
red  or  purple.  These  were  not  numerous,  and  made  their  appearance  mostly  upon 
the  lower  limbs.  Then  there  were  pustules  of  difierent  sizes,  filled  with  matter  or 
pus,  which  came  out  all  over  the  body,  some  upon  the  face,  and  many  upon  the  abdo- 
men and  limbs,  and  more  numerous  than  either  of  these,  pimples,  or  red  points  of 
inflammation,  that  never  proceeded  to  suppuration.  Interspersed  among  these  were 
hard  buiichos,  or  phlegmonous  tumors,  about  the  size  of  a  filbert.  The  skin  over 
these  became  red,  and  they  were  very  painful  upon  pressure,  but  never  suppurated. 
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There  were  probably  twenty  of  these,  lar^e  and  small,  some  upon  the  limbs,  others 
on  the  abdomen,  one  large  one  upon  the  right  foot. 

Toward  the  termination  of  the  disease,  the  tender,  painful  spot  over  the  clavicle 
became  much  swollen  and  inflamed;  but  it  remained  hard,  and  never  had  any  appear- 
ance of  suppurating.  The  right  leg  and  foot  were  very  much  swollen,  and  for  a  few 
days  before  he  died  were  so  painful  that  he  could  not  bear  the  weight  of  the  bed- 
clothes upon  them,  and  they  could  not  be  moved  without  causing  him  to  cry  out  with 
pain.  The  eruption,  which  was  at  flrst  sparse  or  scattering,  soon  became  more  pro- 
fuse, and  at  the  last  the  body  was  literally  covered  with  It  in  its  various  forms.  No 
part  seemed  exempt.  The  mind  was  generally  clear,  though  at  times  there  was 
some  delirium,  and  for  several  days  before  death  there  was  much  Jactation  and 
subsuUus  tendinum.  At  no  time  was  there  any  appearance  of  the  disease  affbcting 
the  nasal  passages^  though  at  times  he  would  expectorate  a  yellowish  substance,  evi- 
dently from  the  bronchial  tubes,  and  possibly  from  posterior  nares,  but  not  to  any 
great  amount. 

He  died  on  the  10th  day  of  August,  about  noon,  a  most  pitiable  looking  object, 
and  was  buried  a  few  hours  after,  without  being  laid  out  or  dressed,  being  lifted  into 
the  coffin  upon  the  sheets  and  bedding  upon  which  he  lav. 

J.  A.  POST. 

Birmingham^  Mich,,  Sept.  23, 1879. 

The  communication  of  the  disease  to  man  is  uot  a  rare  occurrence,  as  may 
be  shown  by  statements  from  other  localities  whero  it  has  prevailed.  The  fol- 
lowing quotation  is  from  the  Sanitary  Journal,  of  Toronto,  for  September, 
1879  (vol.  iv.,  page  63)  :— 

A  PROSECUTION  FOR  HAVIKO  A  GLANDERED  HORSE  AKD  NOT  GIVING  THE  NECESSARY 

INFORMATION. 

^^  A  death  from  glanders  recently  took  place  in  St.  Mary^s  Hospital,  London,  Eng- 
land, and  at  the  Police-courts  several  persons  were  summoned  for  having  glandered 
horses  in  their  possession  without  giving  the  necessary  information.  Mr.  Faget,  the 
magistrate,  told  one  of  the  defendants  ^  that  a  glandered  horse  was  more  dangerous 
than  a  mad  dog;  and  it  was  perfectly  monstrous  that  this  loatlisome  disease  should 
have  been  allowed  to  exist  in  the  number  of  cases  now  brought  to  notice,  with  all  the 
risks  which  each  one  entailed  upon  the  community  at  large.' ^^ 

The  following  from  the  Sanitary  Record,  of  London,  for  May  2,  1879  (pages 
277-278)  possibly  refers  to  the  same  cose.  It  certainly  shows  a  deplorable 
ignorance  in  regai'd  to  the  disease  or  else  a  criminal  disregard,  neither  of  which, 
it  may  be,  is  without  a  parallel  in  this  country: — 

**  A  death  which  recently  took  place  In  St.  Mary's  Ilospital  from  glanders  has  fur- 
nished matter  for  a  somewhat  protracted  inquiry,  and  the  evidence  brought  forward 
is  of  more  than  usual  interest.  It  appeared  that  Emily  Hulbert  (18).  tlie  deceased, 
resided  with  her  parents  and  other  members  of  the  same  family  at  No.  16  ColviUe 
Mews,  Kensington;  the  whole  family  occupying  apartments  over  stables  belonging 
to  a  Mr.  Bacon.  The  sanitary  officer  of  the  Metropolitan  Board  testified  to  having 
received  information  of  an  outbreak  of  glanders  at  IG  ColviUe  Mews,  and  on  visiting 
the  premises  lie  found  several  horses  undoubtedly  suffering  from  the  disease.  Mr. 
Woodger,  M.  R.  C.  V.  8.,  bore  witness  to  the  infectious  nature  of  glanders,  and  the 
possibility  of  its  being  conveyed  by  the  atmosphere  to  human  beings.  A  man  who 
stvled  himself  '  a  dealer  in  live  and  dead  horses,*  a  licensed  slaughterer,  and  other 
witnesses  called,  proved  that  glanders  had  for  a  long  time  past  been  no  stranger  at 
Bacon^s  stables.  Indeed,  there  seems  to  be  hardly  room  for  doubting  that  glanders 
existed  in  an  endemic  form  in  these  unfortunate  stables,  nor  was  the  subject  of  the 
inquest  the  first  member  of  the  Hulbert  family  who  iiad  succumbed  to  the  disease. 
After  a  very  patient  and  careful  consideration  of  the  evidence  submitted,  the  coro- 
ner's Jury  found  ^  that  the  deceased  expired  from  the  effects  of  glanders  contracted  at 
16  Colville  Mews,  Kensington,  her  sister  having  previously  died  from  the  same  dis- 
ease;* and  to  this  verdict  the  jury  added  an  expression  of  opinion  that  the  Conta- 
gious Diseases  (Animals)  Act  of  1878,  with  reference  to  the  outbreak  of  glanders,  and 
to  the  treatment  and  exposure  of  carcasses  of  horses  suffering  from  such  disease,  and 
the  provisions  of  the  metropolitan  Slaughter-IIonses  Act,  1874,  had  not  been  duly 
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carried  out,  and  *  further  desired  that  the  facts  given  in  evidence  should  be  brought 
before  the  Privy  Council,  and  such  steps  taken  so  as  to  avoid  the  oocnrrence  of  such 
accidents  for  the  future/ 

^  We  sincerely  trust  that  ^such  accidents'  as  are  incidental  to  the  herding  of  human 
beinzs  in  lofts  over  stables  tenanted  by  glandered  horses  may  indeed  be  avoided  in 
the  niture,  but  we  fail  to  see  how  a  representaMon  to  the  Privy  Council  can  effect 
much.  Here  is  a  father  who,  after  having  lost  one  child  from  glanders,  continues  to 
occupy  infected  premises,  and  who  does  not  seem  to  have  made  any  attempt  what- 
ever to  protect  himself  and  those  dependent  on  him  from  the  farther  operation  of 
the  insidious  poison  at  his  door.  How  is  Government  to  protect  people  of  this  type, 
who  will  not  raise  a  hand  to  help  themselves?  However,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
fatal  cases  of  glanders  are  very  properly  made  the  subjects  of  official  inquiry,  as 
tracing  the  circumstances  under  which  they  arise  is  at  least  the  first  step  towards 
preventing  their  recurrence.'- 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Gounecticut  State  Board  of  Health  for  the 
year  1879  states  that  several  cases  of  glanders  iu  hoi^ses  occurred  in  Hartford, 
Conn.,  in  that  year,  and  that  in  Waterbury,  Oonn.,  occurred  a  fatal  case  of 
glanders  in  man.  Prompt  action  on  the  part  of  tho  State  and  local  health 
authorities  secured  the  destruction  of  the  diseased  animals,  either  by  the 
voluntary  act  of  the  owners  or  as  declared  public  nuisances. 

Because  of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  and  as  more  fully  representing 
the  danger  to  which  men  are  exposed  where  glanders  exists  in  horses,  other 
cases  of  glandera  in  man  are  quoted,  and  quotations  from  standard  aathorities 
are  made  relating  to  the  fatality,  causes,  and  symptoms,  of  glanders  and 
the  modes  of  its  spread,  as  preliminary  to  a  discussion  of  its  restriction  or 
extermination  in  Michigan. 

FATALITY  OF  GLANDERS  IN  MAN. 

Glanders  in  man  is  almost  always  incurable  in  its  acute  form,  and  in  about 
one-half  the  cases  in  its  chronic  form.     Prof.  Bollinger  says: — 

^  In  38  cases  of  acute  glanders,  recovery  ensued  in  1  instance. 

"  In  7  cases  of  subacute  glanders,  recovery  ensued  in  2  Instances. 

^  In  34  cases  of  chronic  glanders,  recovery  ensued  in  17  instances. 

u  *  •  •  Qu(^  Qf  21  |;q(j|1  of  220  cases  of  glanders  (indudlng  the  above  79,  differ- 
ently classified  according  to  their  duration),  that  I  have  suooeeded  in  finding,  there 
were  28  recoveries,  equivalent  to  23  per  cent.  Hauff,  out  of  70  cases  collected  By  him, 
was  able  to  report  but  8  recoveries,  equivalent  to  11.4  per  cent.  According  to  Kfitt- 
ner,  cases  of  infection  from  a  fixed  contagium  have  a  decidedly  more  favorable  chance 
of  recovery  than  such  as  are  Induced  by  the  volatile  poison. 

^' In  view  of  the  above  figures,  we  .are  able  to  pronounce  the  prognosis  in  acute 
glanders  as  unconditionally  unfavorable,  the  result  being  almost  invariably  fatal.  *  ^ 

^  When  the  disease  has  continued  for  some  time  the  prospect  for  recovery  becomes 
decidedly  favorable,  and  this  i>olnt,  in  a  therapeutic  point  of  view,  cannot  be  over- 
estimate*d  in  importance.*^ — Ziemssen^voU  IIL^ page  368, 

Concerning  tho  fatality  of  glanders  in  men,  the  following  is  quoted  in  the 
August,  18?y,  number  of  tho  Physician  and  Surgeon  (Vol.  I.,  pages  354-5), 
published  at  Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  from  Schmidt's  Jahrbucher.  It  is  also  of 
interest  as  stating  means  of  actual  communication  of  the  disease  to  man. 

^  Burkmann  reports  a  case  in  which  a  soldier  received  a  superficial  wound  extending 
from  the  root  of  the  nose  up  over  the  middle  of  the  right  eye-brow,  by  a  cut  from  a 
whip  whose  owner  had  a  horse  with  the  glanders. 

**  On  the  sixth  day  the  wound  was  partly  covered  with  a  scab,  while  the  other  part 
poured  out  thin  pus.  The  surrounding  skin  was  red  and  slightly  swollen.  At  the 
same  time  there  was  a  high  fever,  and  the  greatly  swollen  Joints  of  the  upper  ex- 
tremities pained  the  patient  exceedingly.  On  the  eleventh  day  there  appeared  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Joints  of  the  hand  and  foot  of  the  right  side,  on  the  dorsal  sur- 
face, bluish-red  spots  about  four  centimeters  long  and  two  centimeters  broad.    On  the 
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twelfth  day  these  spots  were  swollen  but  not  sharply  defined  from  the  surrounding 
tissues.  On  incision  there  poured  out  a  thin,  yellowish-red  fluid.  The  edges  of  the 
wound  remained  soft.  On  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  days  the  fe^r  abated 
somewhat,  but  again  arose,  and  at  the  same  time  the  tissues  surrounding  tiie  wound 
on  the  forehead  continued  to  swell.  On  the  nineteenth  day  there  appeared,  on  the 
upper  part  of  tlie  nose  and  around  the  right  eye  where  it  was  greatly  swollen,  small 
bluish-red  blisters  which  contained  a  dark  fluid.  On  the  twentieth  day  the  skin 
around  the  wound  was  perfectly  black,  and  new  abscesses  appeared  on  the  extremi- 
ties; however,  the  swellings  on  the  Joints  were  not  so  great.  On  the  twenty-flfth 
day,  the  left  half  of  the  forehead  was  also  swollen  and  erysipelatous,  also  the  upper 
lip  was  swollen  and  covered  with  pemphigus  vesicles.  Spontaneous  diarrhoea  had 
set  in  on  the  fourteenth  day  and  continued.  Later  there  was  a  dry  cough  and 
dyspnoea.  From  the  nostrils  there  flowed  a  reddish  turbid  fluid.  Death  took  place 
on  the  twenty-sixth  day  after  the  infliction  of  the  wound.  Post-mortem  examlna* 
tion  showed  that  the  left  lung  contained  two  sacks  of  pus  as  large  as  walnuts,  and 
several  smaller  ones. 

'*  The  second  case,  reported  by  Burkmann  also,  was  that  of  a  cartman,  forty-seven 
years  of  age,  who  had  inflicted  a  wound  upon  the  second  Joint  of  the  little  flnger  of 
the  left  hand,  by  striking  it  against  the  door  of  a  stall  in  which  a  horse  had  been 
killed  about  fourteen  days  before  on  account  of  disease.  The  patient  was  first  seen 
by  Dr.  Burkmann  in  consultation  about  twenty  days  after  the  receipt  of  the  Injury. 

^On  the  day  of  the  consultation  the  wound  was  healed,  but  tlie  Joint  was  but 
slightly  moveable.  On  the  inner  side  of  the  left  thigh  there  were  two  abscesses,  and 
one  in  the  same  position  on  the  right  thigh.  These  abscesses  were  partially  covered 
by  the  skin.  The  surrounding  tissue  was  not  bard,  but  was  covered  by  pale  bluish- 
red  skin  and  was  slightly  painful.  On  making  an  incision,  a  reddish-yellow,  pus-like 
mass  flowed  out.  The  general  health,  apparently,  was  not  deranged.  After  this  the 
Doctor  noticed  on  the  anterior  surface  of  the  right  forearm  a  hard,  dark-red  tumor, 
which  was  opened  four  days  later,  when  a  reddish,  watery  fluid  flowed  out.  All  the 
abscesses  suppurated  badly,  but  the  fever  remained  moderate.  Eight  days  later  the 
back  of  the  left  hand  was  swollen,  red,  and  painful;  the  wound  on  the  small  flnger 
again  broke  out  and  the  fever  became  higher.  Thirteen  days  later  the  right  knee 
was  swollen  and  painful,  while  the  afiection  of  the  upper  extremities  was  aggra- 
vated. In  four  more  days  there  was  a  rapid  increase  of  the  fever  and  delirium.  Ery- 
sipelas appeared  on  the  left  side  of  the  nose,  and  on  the  next  day  the  left  eye-lids 
were  greatly  swollen.  The  skin  of  the  forehead  was  covered  with  bluish-black  ves- 
icles, and  a  brownish  fluid  flowed  from  the  left  nostril.  There  was  difficulty  of 
breathing  over  the  left  lunfi",  from  the  base  of  the  scapula.  Bronchial  breatliing  and 
rales  were  also  noticed,  lliere  was  dyspnoea  and  dry  cough  without  bringing  up 
anything.  Death  occurred  on  the  flfty-first  day  after  the  injury.  Post-mortem  ex- 
amination was  not  allowed. 

^^It  will  be  seen  that  in  both  these  cases  the  contagion  entered  through  the  wound 
and  that  it  was  permanent.  Eruption  from  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  was 
the  flnal  result  in  both  cases.  The  cases  also  prove  that  the  mucous  membrane  is  not 
necessarily  the  first  portion  affected.  Finally,  they  show  that  external  indications 
of  the  introduction  of  the  poison  do  not  first  appear  near  the  place  of  introduction ; 
moreover,  that  the  disturbance  of  the  general  health  follows,  it  matters  not  where 
the  poison  is  introduced. 

*' A  third  case  similar  to  those  already  given  is  reported  by  Dr.  Scheby-Buch  in 
the  Berlin  KlinUche  Wochenschrift.^Schmidfs  Jahrbueher,^ 

HOW  GLANDERS  IS  COMMUNICATED  TO  MEN. 

It  is  important  to  know  the  sources  of  danger,  in  order  to  be  able  to  avoid 
them  ;  it  is  therefore  important  to  note  particularly  the  different  ways  in  which 
glanders  is  communicated  to  men.  Besides  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  article 
just  quoted,  iu  which  the  infection  was  received  by  a  cut  from  a  whip  whose 
owner  had  a  glaudered  horse,  and  by  bruising  the  finger  on  tlie  door  of  a  stall 
where  a  glandered  animal  had  been  kept,  the  case  reported  by  Dr.  Post,  in 
whicli  the  virus  probably  entered  through  a  bruise  of  the  hand,  and  the  cases 
of  infection  of  persons  living  over  a  stable  where  were  glandered  horses,  men- 
tioned in  the  quotation  from  the  Sanitary  Record^  in  Dr.  DufBeld's  report 
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the  danger  is  pointed  oat  which  one  incnrs  by  riding  behind  a  glaudered 
horse.  When  such  a  horse  in  rapid  motion  snorts  forth  the  contagious  matter 
it  may  be  carried  directly  in  the  faces  of  persons  riding  behind,  and  thns  come 
in  contact  with  some  scratch  and  cause  the  disease;  or  in  a  finely  divided  con- 
dition some  of  tlie  contagious  matter  may  be  breathed  in  by  persons  riding 
behind  or  walking  near  a  glandered  horse.  The  following  qnotation  from 
Coy 8  Diseases  of  Domestic  Animals y  published  in  Boston  in  1847,  (pages 
120-1)  mentions  other  methods  of  the  communication  of  glanders  to  man: — 

^^In  Paris,  a  groom  slept  in  a  stable  occupied  by  a  glandered  horse;  some  days 
after  the  death  of  the  horse,  he  was  attacked  with  the  same  disease,  characterized  by 
pustular  and  gangrenous  sores  over  the  whole  body.  He  died,  and  with  some  matter 
from  the  sores  a  foundered  mare  was  inoculated,  aud  she  had  a  true  case  of  the  glan- 
ders, of  which  she  died.  A  young  groom  was  in  the  habit  of  wiping  the  face  of  a 
glandered  horse  with  his  pocket  handkerchief;  he  caught  the  disease,  of  which  he  died 
in  dreadfhl  agony,  every  bone  in  his  head  becoming  carious.       •        *       * 

'^It  was  stated  in  an  English  paper,  in  1844,  that  since  the  year  1838,  no  less  than 
thirty  persons  had  sunk  under  this  terrible  malady,  which  counted  as  many  victims 
as  patients.       •       ♦       ♦ 

**A  student  lately  died  in  Paris  of  glanders,  contracted  by  cutting  himself  while 
dissecting  a  slandered  horse  at  the  celebrated  veterinary  school  of  Alfort.  He  had 
the  best  meuical  aid  from  the  beginning.'* 

As  would  be  expected,  the  disease  occurs  most  frequently  among  those  who 
by  their  occupation  are  most  exposed  to  it,  though  no  one  can  be  considered 
safe  in  a  community  where  a  glandered  horse  is  permitted  to  live.  The  author 
of  the  article  on  '*  Infection  by  Animal  Poisons,"  in  Ziemssefi^s  CyclopiBdia  of 
the  Practice  of  Medicine,  Prof.  Otto  Bollinger,  of  Munich,  says  (vol.  III., 
page  352) : — 

"  In  106  cases  of  glanders  collated  by  me,  there  were  found  to  be : — 
41  hostlers, 

11  coachmen,  drivers,  or  postilions, 
14  land-proprietors  and  horse-owners, 

10  veterinary  surgeons  and  students  in  veterinary  medicine, 

12  horse-butchers  and  flayers, 
6  soldiers, 

4  surgeons, 

3  s^ardcners, 

2  horse-dealers, 

1  each:  policemen,  shepherds,  blacksmiths,  employ6s  at  veterinary  school. 
"  •  ♦  ♦  The  female  sex  constituted  only  five  per  cent  of  the  cases  of  glan- 
dejs,  SIX  only  out  of  120  cases  being  found  to  occur  in  females.  The  infected  women 
were  for  the  most  part  maids  who  were  oblii^ed  to  take  care  of  diseased  horses,  or 
the  wives  of  hostlers  and  drivers,  the  communication  of  the  virus  being  accomplished 
through  the  agency  of  an  intermediate  object. 

^^  In  like  manner  children  enjoy  still  j^reater  immunity  from  infection.  Out  of  the 
same  120  castas  one  diseased  child  only  was  found,  and  that  proved  to  be  the  child  of 
a  coachman  who  had  been  brought  in  contact  with  glandered  horses.^^ 

COMMUNICATION  OF  GLANDERS  BT  INFECTED  MEAT. 

^^  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  infection  of  glanders  maybe  produced  by 
eating  the  meat  of  glandered  horses,  which,  according  to  my  experience,  owing  to  the 
imperfect  sanitary  regulations  for  the  inspection  of  meat,  is  not  unfrequently  used 
as  food.  The  common  processes  for  preparing  the  meat  for  the  table  would  naturally 
tend,  it  is  true,  to  destroy  its  virulence;  but  meanwhile  the  risk  of  infection  is  in- 
curred by  the  manipulations  involved  in  preparing  \U^ —Ziemssen^  Vol.  Ill^p.350, 

This  suggests  the  necessity  for  some  safeguards,  by  competent  inspection  or 
otherwise,  against  the  admission  of  glandered  meat  to  the  markets,  particularly 
as  sheep  are  especially  susceptible  to  glanders,  and  as  rabbits  aud  swine  have 
been  known  to  be  infected  with  the  disease.* 


♦  ZiemBBcn's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  Ill,  p.  332. 


GLANDERS  IN   MAN   AND  IN  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS.  311 

Great  caro  should  be  exercised  that  no  one  be  placed  in  danger  of  con- 
traotin<:r  the  disease  by  any  disposition  that  may  be  made  of  the  carcass  of 
a  glandered  animal.  It  is  stated  that  in  France  the  hide  of  a  glandered  horse 
is  slashed  to  render  it  worthless,  as  the  disease  may  be  conveyed  by  that ;  and 
if  the  carcass  is  then  properly  destroyed  this  seems  a  much  safer  way  than  to 
attempt  to  remove  the  hide,  and  in  fact  the  only  proper  way. 

COMMUNICATION  FROM   MAN  TO  MAN. 

The  necessity  for  caution  against  contracting  glanders  on  the  part  of  those 

having  care  of  a  person  sick  with  it,  appears  by  the  following  statement  from 

Prof.  Bollinger,  on  page  351  of  the  volume  of  Ziemssen  already  quoted : — 

^  The  communication  of  glanders  from  man  to  man  has  been  known  to  occur  in  ex- 
tremely isolated  Instances  only,  for  example  where  one  has  eaten  f^om  the  same  dish 
with  a  diseased  individual,  or  when  an  entire  family,  consisting  of  man,  wife,  and 
four  children,  have  been  rapidly  attacked,  one  after  another,  with  the  malady.*^— 
Ziem$ien^  vol  in.^page  361, 

HOW  THE  VIRUS  OF  GLANDERS  ENTERS  THE  BODY. 

The  virus  of  glanders  may  enter  the  system  through  wounds  of  the  hands, 
cuts,  bruises,  scratches,  cracks,  hangnails,  etc.,  of  one  engaged  in  grooming 
or  feeding  a  glandered  horse,  or  in  any  way  handling  it,  whether  de&d  or 
alive.  It  may  enter  the  system  tlirough  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose, 
mouth,  or  eyes,  by  means  of  particles  of  mucus,  pus,  or  saliva,  snorted  on 
these  organs  or  in  any  way  brought  in  contact  with  them.  Infection  has 
taken  place  by  the  bite  of  a  glandered  horse.  Infection  has  been  observed 
where  there  was  no  abrasion  or  wound,  and  where  the  poison  must  have  pen- 
etrated the  skin  through  the  cutaneous  follicles.  It  has  taken  place  by 
drinking  from  a  pail  that  had  been  used  by  a  glandered  horse,  wiping  a  wound 
with  an  infected  blanket,  or  by  using  a  handkerchief  that  had  been  used  to 
cleanse  the  nose  of  a  diseased  horse.  Another  mode  of  infection  is  by  a  vola- 
tiU  poison,  and  to  this  must  be  referred  all  cases  in  which  the  general  consti- 
tutional disease  precedes  any  localization  of  the  symptoms.  Infection  often 
occurs  by  this  method  in  those  who  have  care  of  a  glandered  horse,  who  sleep 
in  a  stable  with  diseased  animals  (without  coming  in  direct  contact  with  them), 
or  who  sleep  on  straw  on  which  glandered  horses  have  stood.  Infection  may 
occur  by  eating  the  meat  of  a  glandered  animal.* 

A  newspaper  item  is  as  follows : — 

**A  Grand  Rapids  milkman  has  been  detected  in  lillhig  up  hie  cans  witli  water  from  a  horse- 
troagh.    Good  way  to  sprea<l  the  glanders,  with  all  its  physical  horrors  and  certain  death.*' 

PERIOD  OP  INCUBATION. f 

When  a  person  knowing  himself  to  have  been  exposed  in  any  way  to  glanders 
has  any  reason  to  suspect  that  he  may  have  contracted  the  disease,  he  should, 
of  course,  at  once  place  himself  in  tlie  best  possible  medical  cai*c.  Of  the  time 
which  may  elapse  between  the  reception  of  the  contagium  into  the  system  and 
the  onset  of  the  disease,  Prof.  Bollinger  says  (Ziemssen's  Cyclopaedia,  vol. 
III.,  pages  352-3)  :— 

^^  Ine%ib€Uion, — When  the  infection  of  glanders  has  once  taken  place,  either  by  the 
transfer  of  the  fixed  materUs  morbi  to  an  abraded  skin  or  mucous  membrane,  or  by 
the  agency  of  the  volatile  poison,  drawn  in  probably  by  the  act  of  inspiration,  there 
will  be  observed  a  prodromal  stage  lasting  from  three  to  Ave  days,  but  which  is  said 
to  be  prolonged  in  many  instances  to  fourteen  days,  and  even  three  weeks.'^ 

•Ziettuaen,  Vol.  III.,  pages  349 -35L 

t  This  may  be  compared  with  what  is  stated  on  a  subsequent  page  nnder  the  head  of  incubation 
of  glanders  In  honei. 
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SOME  SYMPTOMS  OF  GLANDERS  IN  MAN. 

Many  of  the  syQiptoms  of  acato  glanders  are  detailed  in  the  preceding 
accounts  of  actual  cases  reported  by  Drs.  DafBeld  and  Post,  of  this  State,  and 
the  two  cases  quoted  from  the  Physician  and  Surgeon.  In  chronic  glanders,  if 
confined  to  the  internal  organs,  it  seems  to  be  impossible  as  yet  positively  to 
identify  the  disease,*  which  is  in  many  respects  similar  to,  if  not  identical  with, 
what  is  commonly  known  as  consumption.  When  the  disease  appears  in  the 
nose,  and  especially  if  the  tubercles  appear  on  the  skin,  the  disease  is  much 
easier  recognized,  and  with  most  certainty  where  it  follows  immediately  upon 
an  injury  known  to  involve  liability  to  inoculation  of  the  disease. 

^^  The  initiatory  symptoms  consbt  frequently  of  malaise,  fatigue,  and  prostratioa 
accompanied  by  headache  and  chills,  and  often  Joined  with  obscure  pain  in  the  ex- 
tremities, especially  In  the  muscles  and  Joints.  While  at  the  outset  of  the  disease  no 
appreciable  cause  for  these  rheumatic  pains  can  be  made  out,  distinct  local  symptoms 
soon  appear  on  the  skin  or  in  the  muscles,  in  the  form  of  circumscribed  or  diffused 
lesions.      •      ♦      ♦ 

'^Meanwhile  the  ulcer  enlarges,  its  edges  and  base  acquire  an  unhealthy  aspect, 
the  pus  discharged  being  of  an  offensive  character;  often  the  whole  ulcer  assumes  a 
corroded,  chancroid  character,  and  a  dirty  white  hue.  If  the  wound  is  situated  on 
the  finger,  there  Is  often  observed  a  swelling  of  the  arm,  at  times  of  a  phlegmonous 
and  erysipelatous  form,  accompanied  frequently  by  a  formation  of  pustules  and 
ulcers." — ZiemsserCs  Cychpcedia,  vol,  IIL^  page  354, 

FARCY  OU  EXTERNAL  GLANDERS  IN  MAN. 

On  this  subject  Prof.  Virchow  says: — 

"'At first  these  spots  are  much  reddened,  but  Tory  small,  almost  like  flea-bites;  then  papnlar 
swellings  are  formed ;  the  surface  of  those  swellings  rises  gradually  ntther  in  the  shape  of  a  ronnd 
and  solid  elevation  than  of  a  pustule,  and  assumes  a  yellowish  color,  which  gires  it  a  pastaloui 
appearance.  If  the  epidermis  is  removed  from  such  a  flat  roundish  papule  or  nodule,  which  is  not 
depressed  in  the  center,  but  surrounded  by  a  swelled  and  reddened  court,  a  pariform,  moderately 
consistent  yellowish  fluid  is  formed,  which  contains  but  few  organized  constituents,  and  consists 
mainly  of  the  decayed  elements  of  the  formerly  solid  nodule.  The  fluid,  therefore,  is  not  lodged 
in  a  pustulous  elevation  of  the  epidermis,  but  in  a  small  hole  in  the  corinm,  which  penetrates  the 
latter  as  if  it  had  been  made  with  a  punch.  After  some  time  the  fluid  (matter)  becomes  colored  by 
hemorrhagic  admixture;  still  later  its  color  is  changed  to  bluish  red,  and  finally  small  brown  or 
blackish  crusts  or  scabs  are  formed.  Such  eruptions  appear  sometimes  in  enormous  numbers  on 
the  whole  body.'— (Gerlach's  Treatise).*'— Z>e^m«r«  on  Glanders,  page  Ses, 

DURATION  OF  ACUTE  GLANDERS  IN  MAN. 

^^In  twenty-eight  cases  of  acute  glanders,  of  which  numher  one  only  did  not  termi- 
nate fatally,  the  average  duration,  not  reckoning  the  period  of  latency,  amounted 
to  16.6  days.  Instances  in  which  the  duration  was  from  seven  to  eight  days  are 
rare.'' — ZiemsserCs  Cyclopaedia^  vol.  III  ^  page  354, 

GLANDERS  IN  OTHER  ANIMALS. 

Glanders  occurs  in  asses  and  mules  as  well  as  in  horses.  The  only  domestic  ani- 
mal that  seems  to  be  exempt  is  the  ox.  Sheep  are  especially  susceptible  to  glanders. 
Goats,  dogs,  cats,  prairie  dogs,  polar  bears,  lions,  rabbits,  g^lnea-pIgs,  mice,  and 
swine  have  been  known  to  be  infected  with  the  disease.! 

The  apparent  exemption  of  the  ox,  mentioned  above,  may  be  only  apparent. 
If  it  turns  out  to  be  true  that  what  has  been  called  tub3rcular  consamption  in 
the  ox  is  really  identical  with  chronic  glanders  in  the  horse,  the  apparent 
exemption  will  disappear;  for,  according  to  the  statements  of  veterinarians, 
'' Tuberculosis,  or  consumption,  is  one  of  the  most  common  diseases  of  cows 
and  working  oxen,  as  well  as  of  people.  M.  Oruzel,  an  excellent  French 
authority,  says:  'It  exists  with  at  least  half  of  the  oxen  which  have  been 

*Thi8  may  be  compared  with  what  is  stated  in  the  third  paragraph  on  pageSM  of  this  Report, 
relative  to  chronic  glanders  in  tho  horse;  also  with  the  llrst  paragraph  on  pmge  317,  relating  to  man 
and  animals;  also  with  the  last  sentence  in  the  first  full  paragraph  ou  page  807,  of  this  Report. 

t  Ziemssen,  vol.  III.,  p.  S32. 


GLANDERS  IN  MAX  AND  IN  DOMESTIC  ANIMALS.  313 

worked  to  an  advanced  age ;  it  is  still  more  common  with  cows  employed  at 
field  work;  and  it  is  not  less  frequent  with  milch  cows.'  M.  Adam,  of 
Augsburg,  states  that  in  every  one  thousand  animals,  over  one  year  old,  brought 
to  the  slaughter-houses  of  that  city,  there  are,  on  an  average,  fifty-two  affected 
with  tuberculosis.  In  our  own  country,  having  no  competent  inspectors  of 
slaughter-houses,  we  cannot  speak  with  certainty,  but  the  frequency  with  which 
such  cases  are  met  in  cattle  practice  makes  it  evident  that  a  largo  number  of 
such  animals  must  bo  butchered  and  consumed  as  beef  each  year." — D.  E. 
JSalmon,  D,  V.  M.,  in  the  Scientific  Farmer,  Jan.  1879. 

GLANDERS  IN  HORSES. 

Because  glanders  in  man  is  so  frequently  derived  from  glanders  in  the 
horse,  its  prevention  in  man  depends  to  a  very  great  extent  on  preventing  the 
disease  in  horses.  It  is,  therefore,  important  that  the  disease  be  recognized  at 
its  first  outbreak  among  animals  in  any  place ;  and,  in  order  that  its  commu- 
nication to  man  or  to  other  animals  be  properly  guarded  against,  that  the 
modes  of  its  communication  be  well  understood ;  and  that  there  be  a  general 
knowledge  of  the  moans  necessary  to  its  extermination  when  once  it  has 
appeared. 

EARLY   HISTOBY. 

Glanders  in  horses  is  first  mentioned  by  a  surgeon  in  the  army  of  Constantino 
the  Great,  in  the  fourth  century;  in  1682  Van  Helmont  referred  to  it  the 
origin  of  syphilis;  its  contagious  character  was  recognized  as  early  as  1664. 
Attempts  have  been  made  to  connect  glanders  with  diphtheria,  with  pysdmia, 
with  scrofula,  and  with  tuberculosis.  It  seems  to  occur  among  horses  every- 
where.* 

GEOGRAPHICAL  DISTRIBUTION  OF  GLANDERS  IN  HORSES. 

The  author  of  the  article  in  Ziemssen's  GyclopsBdia  says  (vol.  III.,  pages 
332-3)  :_ 

^GlanderR  appears  to  occur  among  horses  In  all  localities  where  these  animals  are 
found,  while  its  dissemination  and  frequency  in  the  different  countries  of  Europe 
depend  chiefly  upon  the  sanitary  measures  adopted  by  local  authorities.  In  cold 
climates  («.  </.,  Sweden)  it  prevails  as  extensively  as  in  hot  regions  (Algiers,  Tanis, 
Tanjriers);  in  Java  it  is  of  common  occurrence. 

^'Dupuy  (compare  Vines)  erroneously  supposed  glanders  to  be  unknown  in  hot  cli- 
mates. In  countries  where  there  exist  properly  quaiifled  medical  boards,  and  efficient 
sanitary  regulations  capable  of  dealing  with  the  infectious  diseases  of  animals,  the 
animal  mortality  from  c;1ander8  is  comparatively  small.  Hahn  calculates  from  statis- 
tics Icept  for  a  period  of  nine  years,  that  176  horses  are  annually  destroyed  in  Bavaria 
by  glanders  (equivalent  to  four  per  centf,  estimating  the  entire  number  of  horses  in 
that  country  at  about  400,000).  Up  to  the  middle  of  the  present  century  glanders 
raged  in  tlie  French  army  to  such  an  extent  that  when  the  rate  of  annual  mortality 
amounted  to  75  in  a  thousand,  35  of  these  deaths  resulted  from  this  disease.  Not 
until  the  idea  of  curing  the  disease  was  abandoned,  and  its  contagiousness  was  grad- 
ually recognized,  did  the  total  mortality  fall  from  75  to  44.5  in  a  thousand,  and  the 
number  of  those  affected  with  glanders  from  35  to  20.2  in  a  thousand  (Castelnau). 

''Glanders  prevailed  in  France  in  the  form  of  an  epizootic  in  1776,  1807,  and  1806 
(Erdt,  P.  61).  At  Mez5h0gyes,  in  Hungary,  in  one  of  the  largest  studs  in  Europe, 
glanders  raged  In  the  form  of  an  epizootic  from  the  year  1808  to  1816,  to  such  an  extent 
as  to  cause  the  death  of  nearly  20,000  horses.  In  the  year  1812  alone,  as  many  as  12,- 
000  were  killed  in  consequence  of  being  glandered.  This  immense  loss  is  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  fact  that  the  contagious  nature  of  the  disease  was  not  suspected.** 

^  Zlemsscn,  toL  III.,  pages  SI7-9. 

t  [175  is  only  four- hundredths  of  one  per  cent  of  400,000.— H.  B.  B.,  Sec.  S.  B.  of  H.] 
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Some  idea  of  the  prevalence  of  glanders  in  animals  in  Great  Britain  may 
be  gained  from  the  following  quotation  from  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Veteri- 
nary Department  of  the  Privy  Council,  for  the  year  1877,  page»  54-5: — 

'*From  the  inspectors'  returns  it  maybe  concluded  that  glanders  and  farcy  were 
considerably  less  prevalent  in  Great  Britain  in  1877  than  they  were  during  the  pre- 
vious year. 

**In  1877  reports  of  tlie  existence  of  glanders  were  received  from  38  counties  in 
Great  Britain,  viz.,  29  in  England,  6  in  Scotland,  and  3  in  Wales.  378  fresh  outbreaks 
occurred  in  Great  Britain.  494  animals  were  attacked,  5  remained  diseased  from  the 
previous  year.  487  were  killed,  8  died,  2  recovered,  and  2  remained  diseased. 

"  Reports  of  the  existence  of  farcy  were  received  from  16  counties  in  England.  14D 
fresh  outljreaks  took  place.  264  animals  were  attacked,  11  remained  diseased  from 
the  previous  year,  254  were  killed,  3  died,  10  recovered,  and  8  remained  diseased. 

**No  reports  of  farcy  were  received  from  either  Scotland  or  Wales  during  1877.'' 

In  a  letter  dated  March  0,  1880,  A.  J.  Murray,  Veterinary  Surgeon,  of 
Detroit,  Michigan,  says: — 

*'"  I  have  repeatedly  been  called  on  to  examine  cases  of  glanders  lately;  and  as  I 
make  it  a  point  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  how  the  disease  was  contracted.  1  have 
received  information  as  to  other  cases  which  I  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  exam- 
ining personally.  I  see  so  much  loss  arising  from  this  disease  that  I  hope  something 
will  DC  done  inthe  matter  during  the  next  sitting  of  the  Legislature.** 

SYMPTOMS   AND  DESCKIPTION   0¥   DIFFERENT   FORMS  OF  GLANDERS. 

The  following  paragraphs  are  from  a  Report  on  Glanders,  by  Dr.  H.  J.  Det- 
mers,  V.  8.,  of  Chicago,  111.,  published  iu  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture Report  on  Diseases  of  Swine  and  Other  Domestic  Animals,  Special  K^port 
No.  12,  1879,  pages  257-^6:]. 

^* Glanders  is  a  contagious  disease  sui generis  of  animals  belonging  to  tlie  genus 
equxis.  It  has  usually  a  chronic  course,  can  be  communicated  by  means  of  its  conta- 
gion to  several  other  species  of  animals  and  to  human  beings,  and  must  be  considered 
incurable  if  fully  developed.  The  principal  seat  of  the  morbid  process  is  usually  in 
the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nasal  cavities.  Three  main  symptoms,  viz.,  dischanges 
from  the  nose,  swelling  of  the  submaxillary  lymphatic  glands,  and  particularly  ulcei's 
of  a  peculiar,  chancro us  character  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  septum  of  the  nose, 
characterize  glanders,  and  are,  therefore,  of  the  greatest  diagnostic  value.  Wherever 
these  three  symptoms,  or  only  two  of  them,  are  present  and  fully  developed,  there 
the  diagnosis  is  secured.  But  unfortunately  this  is  not  always  the  case;  sometimes 
two,  and  even  all  three,  principal  symptoms  may  be  wanting,  and  still  the  horse  be 
affected  with  glanders.  In  such  a  case  the  seat  of  the  morbid  process  is  not  in  the 
nasal  cavities,  out  further  on  In  the  respiratory  passages,  or  even  In  the  lungs.  ♦  *  * 

^^  Nasal  GLANDERS. — This  form  is  that  which  is  most  common,  best  known,  and 
characterized  by  the  three  principal  symptoms  which  have  been  mentioned. 

"  (a.)  The  discharge  from  the  nose^  although  the  most  conspicuous  of  those  symptoms, 
is  really  the  one  wiiich  is  least  characteristic,  or  of  the  least  diagnostic  value,  because 
several  other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  organs  are  also  attended  with  discharges 
from  the  nose,  which  are  more  or  less  similar.  It  is  true  tlie  discharge  in  glanders 
possesses  some  properties  which,  if  considered  as  a  total,  are  characteristic  and  are 
not  found  combined  in  any  other  disease ;  but  the  diHiculty  is  one  or  another  of  these 
qualities  is  not  always  sufficiently  developed.  Consequently,  if  the  other  two  prin- 
cipal symptoms,  the  swellins:  of  the  lymphatic  glands  and  tlie  ulcers  in  the  nose,  are 
absent  or  not  observed,  the  discharges  from  the  nose  are  seldom  characteristic  enou^^h 
to  serve  as  the  sole  basis  of  a  reliable  diagnosis.    ♦    ♦    ♦ 

"(6.)  A  distinctly  limited  swdling  of  the  svibmaxillary  lymphatic  glands*  constitutes  the 
second  essential  symptom,  which  is  more  characteristic  of  glanders,  and  of  greater 
diagnostic  value  than  the  discharge  from  the  nose.  The  swelling  corresponds  to  the 
discharge;  that  is,  if  the  latter  is  one-sided,  for  instance,  from  the  left  nostril  only, 
the  glands  of  the  corresponding  left  side  of  the  head  are  affected,  and  if  the  discharge 
is  from  both  nostrils  the  glands  of  both  sides  are  swelled,  but  always  those  of  that 

*  [Hard,  knotted  swelling  on  the  Inner  side  of  the  blade  of  the  nnder  jaw.] 
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Bide  the  most  on  which  the  discharge  is  most  copious.  The  swellitij^  docs  not  exhibit 
any  conspicuous  sign  of  inflammation,  and  is  usually  not  painful,  except  at  the  begin- 
ning or  after  a  sudden  increase  of  the  morbid  process.  It  is  always  distinctly  limi- 
ted, and  the  swelled  gland  is  always  bard  and  usually  of  the  shape  and  size  of  a  pea- 
nut; may  occasionally,  however,  be  found  as  large  as  a  hen*s  egg.  Large  inflamma- 
tory swellings  without  distinct  limits  do  not  belong  to  glanders.  At  flrst  the  swelled 
glands  are  more  or  less  movable  beneath  the  skin,  but  afterwards,  in  an  advanced 
stage  of  the  disease,  the  same  frequently  appear  to  be  attached  more  or  less  flrmly 
to  the  bone  and  are  immovable.  The  swelling,  unless  irritated  by  external  causes, 
never  dissolves  in  suppuration  like  the  inflammatory  swellings  common  in  distem- 
per, and  is  absent  only  if  the  lymphatic  glands  have  been  extirpated,  if  the  lymphat- 
ics have  become  obliterated,  or  if  the  morbid  process  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
respiratory  passages  issituated  too  high  to  be  within  the  province  of  those  lymphat- 
ics which  are  connected  with  the  submaxillary  glands,  for  the  swelling  is  caused 
solely  by  a  deposit  of  deleterious  matter  which  has  been  absorbed  by  the  lymphatics. 
Professor  Gerlach  looks  upon  every  horse  as  probably  affected  with  glanders  which 
shows  a  distinctly  limited,  hard,  knotty,  and  painless  swelling  of  the  submaxillary 
lymphatic  glands.  I  will  not  contradict  a  roan  of  his  experience  and  learning,  and 
admit  that  such  a  swelling  constitutes  a  very  suspicious  and  characteristic  indication 
of  glanders,  especially  If  some  other  symptoms  of  that  disease  are  also  present;  but 
I  am  obliged  to  remark  that  I  have  seen  horses  not  affected  with  glanders  in  which 
those  glands  were  swelled  to  the  size  of  a  peanut,  and  were  hard,  without  pain,  and 
movable. 

^(e.)  Ulcers  of  a  peculiar^  chancrouB  character  on  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nose, 
and  especially  on  the  septum  or  cartilaginous  partition  between  the  nasal  cavities, 
constitute  by  far  the  most  characteristic  svmptoro,  and,  in  fact,  the  only  one  which 
makes  the  diagnosis  a  certainty,  even  if  all  other  symptoms  should  be  absent  or  im- 
perfectly developed.  Still,  sach  is  never  the  case ;  if  there  are  ulcers  in  the  nose,  then 
there  is  also  a  discharge  of  matter  mixed  with  mucus  from  the  corresponding 
nostril.  In  some  cases  these  ulcers  are  present,  but  are  situated  too  high  to  l>e  seen 
unless  the  horse  is  examined  in  bright  sunlight  and  the  rays  of  the  sun  are  reflected 
by  a  mirror  into  the  cavity  of  tlie  nose.  The  seat  of  the  ulcers  is  usually  on  the 
septum  and  near  the  nasal  bone.  Their  size  and  shape  vary.  Some  ulcers 
are  small,  isolated,  almost  round;  others  are  large,  of  an  irregular  shape,  and 
of  uneven  depth.  All  produce  matter,  have  elevated,  corroded  borders,  a  dirty, 
steatomatous-looking  bottom,  and  are  never  covered  with  a  scab.  At  flrst  small 
gray  specks  or  elevated  gray  spots'(glanders-nodules),  varying  in  size  from  that  of  a 
pin's  head  to  that  of  a  pea,  make  their  appearance.  These  nodules  soon  decay  and 
form  ulcers.  Gradually  the  ulcers  increase  in  size  and  depth;  their  borders  become 
more  elevated  and  corroded;  the  process  of  decay  goes  on;  and  if  two  or  more  small 
ulcers  are  close  together,  they  become  confluent,  unite,  and  constitute  one  large, 
irregularly-shaped  ulcer,  which  continues  to  increase  in  size  and  depth.  Decay  and 
destruction  work  their  way  deeper  and  deeper,  even  into  the  cartilage,  and  if  ulcers 
happen  to  be  existing  in  both  cavities,  or  on  both  sides  of  the  septum,  it  occurs  not 
seldom  that  the  latter  becomes  perforated.  •  «  • 

^(<?.)  Minor  symptoms, -^T)\e  three  principal  symptoms  Just  described  are  usually 
accompanied  by  some  others  of  minor  diagnostic  value,  but  under  certain  circum- 
stances very  important,  especially  if  one  or  another  of  the  principal  symptoms 
should  happen  to  be  imperfectly  developed.  As  such  minor  symptoms,  may  be 
mentioned.  Firsts  An  accumulation  of  a  glassy,  whitish-gray  mucus  in  the  inner 
canthus  or  corner  of  the  eye  of  the  diseased  side  of  the  head.  It  is  a  symptom  which 
usually  makes  its  appearance  at  the  beginning  of  the  disease.  Second^  A  lusterless, 
dry,  and  dirty-looking,  or  so-called  *  dead'  coat  of  hair.  Thirds  More  or  less  diflSculty 
in  breathing.  Fourth^  A  peculiar  short  and  dry  cough,  somewhat  similar  to  the 
cough  of  a  horse  affected  with  heaves.  These  last  three  symptoms,  of  which  the 
cough  Is  the  most  characteristic,  make  their  appearance  only  after  the  morbid  pro- 
cess has  made  considerable  progress.  In  some  cases  the  plain  outbreak  of  the 
disease,  or  the  appearance  of  plain  and  unmistakable  symptoms  is  preceded  by  a 
swelling  of  the  inguinal,  the  axillary,  and  other  lymphatic  gland<t.       *        •        * 

^  As  the  principal  symptoms  of  pulmonal  glanders  are  essentially,  for  some  time 
at  least,  only  such  as  are  also  observed  in  common  cases  of  heaves  (one  of  the  most 
frequent  disorders  of  horses),  the  diagnosis  must  frequently  be  based,  as  a  lawyer 
would  say,  upon  circumstantial  evidence. 

"^  A  horse  must  be  suspected  of  being  affected  with  glanders.  Firsts  If  the  peculiar, 
weak,  and  dry  cough  constitutes,  compared  with  the  diflSouIty  of  breathing,  the 
predominating  symptoms;  if  the  animal  becomes  more  and  more  emaciated  and 
hide-bound,  and  if  the  appearance  of  the  coat  of  hair  is  such  as  to  indicate  the 
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presence  of  a  cachectic  disease.  Second^  If  it  is  known  that  the  animal  fa  question 
has  been  exposed  to  the  contagion.  Third.  If  other  horses  have  become  affected 
with  j|;landcrs  or  farcy,  after  having  been  together  with  the  animal  that  shows  those 
symptoms.  Fourth^  If  a  horse  apparently  affected  with  heaves  has  previously 
exhibited  other  symptoms,  more  or  less  characteristic  or  suspicious,  of  glanders. 
Fifth.  If  other  symptoms,  such  as  are  observed  in  so-called  ^  nasal  gleet,'  or  incipi- 
ent nasal  glanders,  make  their  appearance. 

"Farcy,  oh  external  glandhrs. — The  name  'farcy'  is  given  to  such  cases  of 
glanders  in  which  the  morbid  process  has  its  seat  in,  and  immediately  beneath,  the  skin, 
and  in  whicli  nodules,  boils  (gla7ider8'buboe8)^tinf\  ulcers  of  a  very  infectious  and  chao- 
crous  character  make  their  appearance  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue,  and  in  tiie  skin  itself. 
Glanders-nodules  and  lenticular  ulcers  in  the  tissue  of  the  skin,  boils  beneath  the 
skin,  smaller  and  larger  open  ulcers  penetrating  the  same,  a  strand-shaped  swelling 
of  the  subcutaneous  lymphHtics,  swelled  lymphatic  glands,  and  oedemata,  the  latter 
especially  in  tlie  legs  and  on  the  head,  constitute  the  most  essential  symptoms. 

^Professor  Gerlach  discriminates  two  forms:  Subcutaneous  glanders  or  common 
farcy,  and  exanthematous  glanders  or  skin  farcy. 

^*  (a.)  SubctUaneous  glanders  or  common  farqf, — The  morbid  process  in  tliis  rather  fre- 
quent disease  has  its  principal  seat  in  the  subcutaneous  connective  tissue,  and  in  the 
lymphatic  system  of  the  skin  and  between  the  skin  and  the  muscles,  but  especially  on 
the  inner  side  of  the  hind  legs,  on  tlie  lips,  on  the  neck,  between  the  fore  legs,  and 
on  all  such  places  where  the  skin  is  thin  and  fine.  At  first  distinctly  limitecTswell- 
ings  of  an  inflammatory  character  (incipient  boils  or  glanders-buboes)  make  their 
appearance  in  the  subcutaneous  tissue.  These  swellings  or  boils  soon  commence  to 
dissolve,  or  to  decay,  from  within;  the  ulceration  logins  in  the  center,  but  the 
matter,  being  very  corrosive,  soon  works  its  way  into  the  skin,  the  boil  finally  opens, 
and  presents  a  farcy-ulcer  with  a  steatomatous  bottom,  and  elevated,  corroded^  and 
inflamed  borders.  At  the  same  time,  or  even  before  the  formation  of  the  first  ulcer 
has  become  completed,  deleterious  matter  is  absorbed  by  the  nearest  lymphatics, 
and  deposited  in  the  lymphatic  glands.  The  former,  in  consequence,  swell  to  hard 
and  plainly  visible  cords  or  strands,  and  the  latter  to  painful  and  distinctly  limited 
tumors.       ♦        ♦       » 

^The  roundish  boils  or  tumors  increase  in  size  from  that  of  a  hazel-nut  to  that  of 
a  hen's  egg.  At  first,  when  such  a  boil  is  making  its  appearance,  it  is  not  fastened 
to  the  skin;  the  latter  can  yet  bo  moved  a  little  in  every  direction  over  the  boil, 
but  soon  the  neoplastic  process  and  the  subsequent  decay  will  extend  to  the  tissue 
of  the  skin,  and  boil  and  skin  will  become  firmly  united  before  the  ulcer  brealu  and 
discharges  its  extremely  infectious  and  corrosive  contents,  consisting  of  decaying 
glanders-cells  or  matter,  and  lymph. 

^  (b.)  Exanthematous  glanders  or  skin  farcy. — In  this  form  of  glanders  or  Dsrcy  the 
principal  seat  of  the  morbid  process  is  in  the  tissue  and  in  the  lymphatics  of  the 
skin  or  cutis.  It  is  a  rare  form  in  horses,  but  the  only  one  in  which  external  glanders 
or  farcy  makes  its  appearance  in  a  human  being.  Distinctly  limited  swellings 
(nodules  and  tumors)  of  the  size  of  a  pea  to  that  of  a  hazel-nut,  either  isolated,  or 
united  and  resembling  a  string  of  beads,  make  their  appearance  in  the  tissue  of  the 
skin.  Tliese  swellings  soon  break,  and  then  present  round  ulcers  with  elevated  and 
corroded  borders.  The  discharge  consists  of  a  mixture  of  matter,  composed  mainlv 
of  decayed  glanders-cells  and  lymph.  In  other,  though  rather  rare  cases,  the  swell- 
ings are  very  small  and  numerous,  and  present  themselves  as  small  nodules,  some  of 
which  are  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  visible,  while  others  are  about  as  large  as 
common  peai%.  These  small  swellings,  too,  are  soon  changed  to  ulcers,  whi<m  are 
usually  flat,  lenticular,  and  constantly  suppurating.       «       *       • 

^'On  the  human  skin,  not  being  covered  with  hair,  the  whole  process  can  be 
observed  much  better  tlian  on  the  skin  of  a  horse.  Professor  Virchow's  description 
of  skin-farcy  in  men,  may,  therefore,  find  a  place." — Detmers  on  Glanders ^pages  257-263. 

Professor  Virchow's  description  of  skin  farcy  in  men,  mentioned  above,  is 
given  on  page  312,  under  the  head  of  Farcy  in  Man. 

"  Glanders-catarrh. — If  the  glanders-process  makes  its  appearance  in  a  mucous  mem- 
brane, the  first  morbid  changes  and  symptoms  are  always  those  of  glanders,  blended 
wiih  a  catarrhal  afiection.  (Jon^equcnriy  the  first  stages  of  nasal  glanders  may 
appropriately  be  called  ^glanders-catarrh,'  and  may  under  favorable  circumstances 
exist  almost  unchanged  for  a  long  time  without  being  attended  by  any  other  char- 
acteristic symptoms  exrept,  perhaps,  some  swolliiig  of  the  submaxillary  glands  (so- 
called  nasal  gleet)."— i>cfmcr«  on  Glanders^ page  278. 
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"Apart  from  my  own  experimental  researches,  ♦  ♦  which  show  most  clearly 
that,  where  glanders  is  inoculated  (in  rabbits  and  goats  for  instance),  the  discharge 
from  the  nose  and  other  nasal  symptoms  generally  malce  their  appearance  as  the 
final  phenomena,  there  may  be  found,  also,  in  the  history  of  Glanders,  as  it  occurs  in 
the  human  subject  (KUttner),  numerous  instances  in  which  the  nasal  legions  were 
developed  only  after  the  chronic  affection  had  already  existed  for  a  considerable 
period."-— Bo Wingrer  in  ZiemsseiCs  Cyelopctdia,  Vol.  IIL^page  327. 

PATHOLOGICAL   ANATOMY. 

Concerning  the   pathological   changes   in   glanders,    Prof.   Bollinger  says 
(ZienisseiCs  CyclopcBdia^  Vol  IIL^  pages  SSS^^l): — 

*' Glanders  is  characterized  anatomically  by  the  formation  of  neoplastic  growths 
[new  growths  which  arise  from  changes  in  the  interior  of  cells,  or  from  simple  divis- 
ion oieells,!  which  appear  either  in  the  form  of  circumscribed  tubercles  developed  in 
parts  for  which  they  have  a  peculiar  affinity,  or  else  as  difflised  infiltrations  in  certain 
organs.  «  «  «  The  neoplastic  growths  of  glanders  are  characterized  by  a  great 
tendency  to  disintegration,  as  well  as  to  the  formation  of  ulcers  and  abscesses,  and 
are  located  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  organs  of  respiration  (nose,  larynx,  bron- 
chi), in  the  lungs,  in  the  skin  and  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  less  frequently  in 
the  other  internal  organs  (liver,  spleen,  kidneys).  A  characteristic  sign  in  the  case 
of  horses  is  the  symmetrical  manner  in  which  the  corresponding  lymphatic  vessels 
and  glands  are  affected. 

'^  THE  TUBERCULAR  FORM  OP  OLANDRR8.— If  the  mode  of  development  of  the  tuber- 
cles upon  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nasal  cavity  is  carefully  studied  at  any  one 
place,  there  will  be  observed  at  first  miliary  and  submiliary  elevations  projecting 
from  a  more  strongly  injected  background,  and  rendered  visible  by  their  turbid- 
white  or  yellowish-white  opaque  central  portion.  These  points  gradually  enlarge, 
varying  in  size  from  a  pinhead  to  a  hempseed,  and  appear  either  isolated  or  united 
in  larger  groups.  Upon  careful  observation  there  may  often  be  seen  a  gray,  transpar- 
ent zone  around  this  turbid  white  center,  and  beyond  this  a  faintly  marked  red  areola. 
Upon  section  these  tubercles  appear  succulent,  of  a  grayish-white  color,  while  the 
center  seems  somewhat  turbid,  and  frequently  softened.  In  consequence  of  purulent 
degeneration  of  the  superjacent  membrane  there  ensues  a  slight  erosion,  and  a  small, 
isolated  ulcer  is  rapidly  formed.  The  small  ulcers  thus  developed  soon  enlarge,  pre- 
senting an  eroded  base  and  slightly  everted  edges.  The  confiuence  of  adjacent  ulcers 
results  in  the  rapid  formation  of  larger  ones,  upon  the  base  and  edges  of  which  new 
tubercles  arise,  and  these  in  turn  by  their  rapid  disintegration  contribute  to  the  en- 
largements of  the  ulcers.  The  surface  of  these  glistening  ulcers  is  for  the  most  part 
covered  with  a  yellow-white  puriform  secretion,  fk*equently  foul-looking,  and  tinged 
with  blood.  These  ulcers,  after  they  have  existed  for  some  time,  are  apt  to  attack 
the  cartilage  and  bone,  producing  more  or  less  destruction  of  these  tissues.  Altera- 
tions precisely  similar  are  often  also  noticed  within  the  cavities  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
nose,  and  in  the  larynx  and  bronchi. 

^Microscopically  these  specific  miliary  tubercles  are  in  reality  composed  of  round 
cellular  elements,  not  to  be  distinguished  in  most  cases  from  pus-corpuscles,  and  ap- 
proximating in  appearance,  especially  in  chronic  glanders,  to  the  pale  and  somewhat 
larger  granulation  cells.      «      «      « 

^  There  results,  in  consequence  of  the  softening  of  the  tissue,  and  the  granular  and 
purulent  degeneration  of  the  newly  formed  cell  elements,  a  central  disintegration  of 
the  papules,  while  in  other  cases  an  ulcerative  process  is  established.  These 
ulcers,  in  case  of  chronic  glanders,  may  heal,  being  transformed  into  stellated  cicat- 
rices; in  most  instances,  however,  there  are  produced  In  the  neighborhood  a  contin- 
uons  succession  of  new  tubercles  and  ulcers. 

*^The  specific  tubercles  of  the  lungs,  in  the  early  stage  of  their  formation,  bear  a 
very  close  resemblance,  when  viewed  with  the  naked  eye,  to  miliary  tubercles;  they 
are,  however,  never  found  in  so  large  numbers  as  in  the  miliary  tuberculosis  of  man. 
They  are  composed,  at  first,  of  a  cloudy-white  or  pale-yellow,  punctiform,  central 
portion,  encircled  by  a  grayish,  translucent  zone,  which  in  turn  is  surrounded  by  a 
red,  infiamed,  and  hyperaemic  areola.  Microscopically,  these  tubercles  consist  of  a 
vascular,*  delicate  stroma,  filled  throughout  with  numerous  round  cells  crowded  to- 

*  Leiserinff  demonstrated,  bf  means  of  artificial  injections,  the  existence  of  blood-ressels  in  the 
nodules  of  the  lungs  fotand  in  glanders.  I  mvself  saw  in  one  nodule,  which  had  become  injected 
by  natural  means,  Targe  capillaries  distended  with  blood,  rery  similar  to  the  newly  formed  capilla. 
rfes  In  the  granulations  of  wounds. 
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gether  in  clusters,  and  presenting  the  appearance  of  pus-corpuscles  or  ordinary  gran- 
ulation cells.  In  acute  glanders  they  attain,  at  the  roost,  the  size  of  a  pea;  io  the 
subacute,  or  chronic  course  of  the  disease,  they  become  larger,  varying  in  size  from  a 
walnut  to  an  apple,  and  then  assume  often  in  part  a  fibroid  structure.      *      *     • 

"*  In  the  cutaneous  variety  of  glanders,  or  farcy,  the  specific  nodules  are  located  in 
the  cutis, or  else  in  the  subcutaneous  cellular  tissue,  and  penetrate  frequently  Into  the 
muscles.  They  vary,  moreover,  in  size,  from  a  pea  to  a  cherry,  those  of  most  recent 
formation  being  usually  overlooked.  They  are  not  sharply  defined  from  the  sur- 
rounding tissue.  Their  minute  structure  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  nodules  of  the 
nose  and  lungs.  The  process  of  central  disintegration  advances  rapidly,  the  super- 
ficial openings  giving  rise  to  the  so-called  farcy  ulcers,  which  have  an  eroded  and  gen- 
erally foul  appearance,  discharging  a  creamy  secretion  of  grayish-yellow  color,  flie- 
quently  tinged  with  blood.  With  these  phenomena  there  is  generally  combined  an 
inflammation  of  the  lymphatic  vessels,  which  become  distended  by  a  yellow,  purulent 
liquid,  and  are  decidedly  thickened,  so  as  often  to  resemble  a  string  of  pearls  Cf&rcy 
buds^).  The  corresponding  lymphatic  glands  are  similarly  affected,  l>eooniing  en- 
larged in  cluster  form,  at  some  points  taking  on  a  form  of  hyperplastic  swelling,  and 
at  others  being  studded  with  miliary  tubercles.  In  the  chronic  variety  the  lym- 
phatic glands  become  indurated,  in  the  same  manner  as  is  observed  in  the  infiltrated 
form.      ♦      ♦      ♦ 

'"'  In  the  infiltrated  form  of  glanders,  •  *  *  patches  of  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nasal  cavity,  varying  in  size,  become  livid,  swollen,  and  infiltrated  with  a  gela- 
tiniforni  serous  liquid,  the  result  of  a  difiused  deposit  of  round  cellular  elements  in 
the  cavities  and  interstices  of  the  connective  tissue. 

^^  As  in  ordinary  diphtheritic  infiltrations,  there  is  produced,  in  consequence  of  the 
excessive  deposit  of  cellular  elements,  gangrene  of  the  tissne,  recognizable  by  the 
excoriation  of  the  superficial  integument,  and  tlie  formation  of  ulcers. 

*'  In  this  manner  are  formed  extensive  checkered  ulcers,  the  bases  of  which  project 
above  the  level  of  the  mucous  membrane,  the  edges  being  slightly  raised.  These  for- 
mations are  often  designated  diphtheritic  ulcers.  Frequently  solitary  points  only 
of  the  superficial  surface  are  involved  in  the  ulcerative  disintegration  now  begin- 
ning. In  the  immediate  vicinity  are  often  found  very  small  tubercles  or  small  infil- 
trations varying  in  size  from  a  hempseed  to  a  bean;  in  other  cases  the  tubercular 
growths  may  be  altogether  wanting.      ♦      ♦      ♦ 

*^So  far  as  my  personal  observations  extend,  in  one-third  of  all  cases  of  slanders, 
both  sides  of  the  nasal  cavity  are  involved;  in  one-third  of  the  number  the  right  side 
alone  is  afiected,  while  in  the  same  proportionate  number  tho  left  side  only  is  dis- 
eased.     •      ♦      ♦ 

^'In  fifty-two  cases  of  glanders,  I  observed  twelve  times,  equal  to  twenty-three  per 
cent,  ulcers  of  the  larynx  and  bronchi;  and  that  this  calculation  is  in  reality  an 
under-estimate  of  the  frequency  of  the  occurrence  of  this  symptom.  Is  shown  by  sub- 
sequent and  more  exact  observations  made  by  me  (in  Zurich),  where  in  eleven  cases, 
four  only  were  free  from  these  lesions  of  the  bronchi  and  larynx.*' — Ziemssen^M  CffeUh 
pcedia  of  The  Practice  of  Medicine^  vol,  UI.^  pages  333-341, 

'^Tlie  minute  anatomy  of  the  morbid  changes  in  glanders  has  been  carefully  ex- 
amined by  M.J.  Renaut,  and  his  observations  nave  been  communicated  to  the  Acade- 
mic des  Sciences.  He  has  found  that  the  pulmonary  ^  tubercles '  in  the  horse  are  com- 
X)osed  of  a  number  of  granulations,  commonly  united  in  a  racemose  arrangement,  and 
often  grouped  around  a  small  bronchus.  These  recent  granulations,  composed  of  em- 
bryonal cells,  usually  fill  each  a  pulmonary  alveolus,  and  difier  very  little  from  those 
found  in  pya3mia  in  man.  The  neighboring  alveoli  of  the  lung  are  filled  with  blood 
— in  some  undergoing  retrogressive  changes,  and  in  others  more  recently  extra- 
vasated.  In  the  older  granulations  the  center  had  undergone  fatty  degeneration, 
and  the  cellular  elements  had  become  transformed  into  true  pus,  which  ordinarily 
undergoes  a  caseous  change.  The  cheesy  nodule  subsequently  becomes  softened,  or 
undergoes  slow  atrophy.  Meanwhile  the  lung  becomes  the  seat  of  chronic  inflam- 
matory processes,  points  of  sclerosis  are  found  around  the  smaller  bronchial  tabes 
and  in  the  tissue  of  the  lung  around  the  cheesy  nodules.  These  changes,  it  will  be 
seen,  are  by  no  means  peculiar  to  glanders.  The  granulations  of  the  mucous  surfaces 
are  closely  analogous  to  those  of  the  lung.  The  central  growth  is  surrounded  by  an 
area  of  chronic  inflammatory  change  in  the  mucous  membrane,  the  lesion  ultimately 
becoming  stationary  or  undergoing  caseation.  The  arterioles  also  become  inflamed; 
their  diameter  is  lessened,  they  cease  to  be  permeable  to  blood,  and  ulceration  is  the 
common  result  of  their  obstruction.  The  author  points  out  the  curious  analogies  of 
this  condition  with  many  forms  of  blood-poisoning,  which  all  haye  the  common  ori- 
gin in  septic  material  derived  from  without."— Lo7tcfon  Lancet,  2875, page  575, 
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The  following  description  of  the  morbid  process  iii  glanders  is  quoted  from 
Dr.  Detniers'  Report  on  Glandets^ before  mentioned,  pages  271-3: — 


U  'V\ 


The  vitality  of  the  neoplastic  products  of  glanders  is  limited,  but  differs  consid- 
erably according  to  circumstances.  The  small,  rapidly  produced,  and  therefore 
numerous,  cells,  suspended  in  a  dissolved  intercellular  tissue  and  exudations,  are 
similar  in  every  respect  to  matter-corpuscles;  tlie  same  not  only  do  not  grow,  but 
shrink  and  decay  very  soon.  If  the  intercellular  substance  does  not  decay,  but  retains 
Its  original  connective  properties,  the  glanders-cells  not  only  grow  larger,  but  also  a 
^reat  deal  older,  than  matter-corpuscles  or  tubercle-cells.  This  vitality  will  be  the 
greater  the  larger  the  space  or  the  greater  the  amount  of  the  connective  intercellu- 
lar 6ul>stance  between  the  single  cells.  Their  age,  however,  probably  never  exceeds 
a  year  or  several  months,  notwithstanding  that  some  glanders-nodules,  tubercles,  and 
tumors  may  exist,  apparently  unchanged,  a  much  longer  time,  because  the  constitu- 
ents of  the  latter,  the  glanders-cells,  change.  Old  ones  decay,  and  new  ones  take 
their  place  even  if  the  whole  tubercle  or  tumor  remains  essentially  as  it  is.  It  is  to 
be  supposed  that  such  a  change  is  taking  place,  because  every  old  glanders-tubercle 
or  tumor  contains  always  old  and  new  cells  in  different  stages  of  development. 

^The  retrogressive  metamorphosis  may  be  called  a  fatty  necrobiosis.  At  first 
small  granules  (fat  granules)  make  their  appearance  in  the  nuclei;  the  latter  swell 
or  increase  in  size;  and  grow  darker;  granules  appear  also  within  the  cells,  but  out- 
side of  the  nuclei,  finally  the  envelopes  or  external  membranes  of  the  cells  decay 
and  fall  to  pieces,  and  a  granulated  detritus  is  left  behind.       «       «       «       •       « 

^Freouently,  however,  that  Is,  in  all  such  tubercles  and  tumors  in  which  the  glan- 
ders-cells are  numerous  and  separated  only  hy  very  little  intercellular  tissue,  the 
decay  or  retrogressive  metamorphosis  of  the  glanders-cells  involves  and  causes  a 
simultaneous  decay  and  destruction  of  the  intercellular  substance,  and  of  the  tissue 
in  which  the  morbid  products  are  imbedded.  The  continuity  is  destroyed,  and  an 
abscess  is  formed.  The  decay  usually,  though  not  necessarily,  begins  in  the  center 
of  the  nidus  of  cells,  and  it  seems  that  certain  external  influences  are  able  to  change 
or  to  accelerate  the  whole  process.  So,  for  instance,  a  general  decay,  or  a  formation 
of  ulcers  or  abscesses,  does  not  usually,  take  place  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
maxillary  cavities,  but  almost  invariably,  or,  at  any  rate,  a  great  deal  earlier.  In  such 
parts  of  the  nasal  mucous  membrane,  which  are  exposed  to  the  current  of  air  passing 
through  the  nose  at  each  breatli.       «       •       « 

^*  The  same  specific  a^ncy,  or  tiie  same  virus,  which  is  instrumental  in  communi- 
cating the  disease  from  one  animal  to  another,  constitutes  also  the  cause  which 
spreads  the  morbid  process  within  the  organism  of  the  affected  animal.  The  effi- 
ciency does  not  seem  to  be  dependent  upon  any  particular  shape  or  form  of  the  morbid 
products,  but  to  be  inherent  in  the  material,  because  not  only  the  live  glanders-cells, 
but  also  the  dead  or  decayed  ones,  the  granulated  and  cheesy  detritus,  and  the  watery 
transudations  are  infectious.  The  immediate  changes  produced  by  a  local  infection 
within  tlie  tissue,  or  the  creeping  of  the  morbid  process  from  cell  to  cell,  can  be 
seen  only  under  the  microscope.  If  the  glanders-process  is  not  complicated,  that  is, 
if  no  other  disease  is  existing,  the  spreading  of  the  morbid  process,  or  the  progress  of 
the  local  infection,  is  a  slow  one,  but  it  is  accelerated  or  becomes  rapid  if  a  compli- 
cation sets  in.  The  morbid  process,  however,  spreads  not  only  by  means  of  a  direct 
infection  from  cell  to  cell,  but  also  by  means  of  the  lymphatics,  which  absorb  infectious 
elements  and  deposit  the  same  in  the  nearest  lymphatic  glands.  That  this  is  the  case 
becomes  evident  if  the  animal  is  inoculated  with  glanders-virus.  The  lymphatics 
proceeding  from  the  inoculation  wound  soon  commence  to  swell  like  strands  or 
cords,  and  undergo  not  seldom  ulcerous  decay.  The  lymphatic  ^^lands,  too,  com- 
mence to  swell  to  solid  and  painful  tumors  which  afterwards  become  harder  and 
firmer,  but  less  painful.  A  morbid  production  of  connective  tissue  causes  the  firmness 
of  the 'swelling,  and  usually  renders  such  a  diseased  gland  impervious  to  a  further 
passage  of  the  contents  (lymph  and  infectious  glanders  elements)  of  the  lymphat- 
ics, and  prevents,  therefore,  a  further  spreading  of  the  infection.  If,  liowever, 
a  lymphatic  gland,  thus  degenerated,  becomes  finally  itself  a  seat  of  the  neoplastic 
glanders-process,  or  of  the  production  of  glanders-cell^  the  lymphatics  which  pass 
from  that  gland  to  another  one  will  also  absorb  infectious  material,  and  cause  thereby 
a  further  spreading  of  the  infection  and  of  the  morbid  process.  ♦  ♦  ♦  The  spread- 
ing, however,  will  be  a  comparatively  rapid  one  in  all  cases  of  glanders  in  which  a 
complication  with  another  destructive  or  acute  disease,  a<4  an  infiammatory  process, 
has  taken  place*.  The  morbid  process  is  also  apt  to  spread  more  rapidly  through  the 
lymphatics  in  common  farcy,  in  which  loose  connective  tissue  constitutes  the  seat  of 
the  disease." — Detmers  on  Glanders,  pages  271-3, 
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^*  GlanderB-uIcers  are  always  preceded  by  j^landers-iiodules  or  tubercles  in  the  mnooas 
membrane  or  skin,  respectively,  and  are  the  product  of  a  decay  of  the  glanders-cells 
and  a  dissolution  of  the  intercellular  substance  of  those  nodules  or  tubercles." — Det" 
mers  on  Glanders^  page  279, 

ACUTE  AND  CHRONIC  GLANDERS — SYHPTOHS,    ETC. 

£)r.  Bollinger,  the  author  of  the  article  oa  Glanders,  in  Ziemssen's  GyclopflBdia, 
uses  the  terms  ''acute"  and  "chronic"  to  signify  different  methods  of  the 
invasion  of  the  disease, — whether  it  comes  on  violently  and  abruptly,  or  insidi- 
ously. Using  the  terms  in  this  sense,  he  says:  ''Although  the  chronic  form 
often  has  an  acute  termination,  the  acute  form  is  never  transformed  into  the 
chronic."  The  following  paragraphs  may  be  found  on  pages  344-6  of  vol.  III. 
of  the  American  edition,  published  at  New  York,  in  1875: — 

"  In  chronic  glanders,  the  duration  of  which  may  be  prolonged  from  a  period  of 
months  to  a  year  and  longer,  the  disease  cannot  be  diagnosticated,  if  the  symptoms 
are  confined  exclusively  to  the  invisible  internal  organs:  and  the  case  is  equally 
obscure  when  the  primary  morbid  deposits  have  been  overlooked. 

*^  With  the  above  exceptions,  however,  when  nodules  and  ulcers  are  present  in  the 
nasal  cavity,  the  onset  of  the  disease  is  characterized  by  the  appearance  of  a  nasal 
catarrh,  which  is  frequently  confined  to  one  si  de.  The  discharge,  at  first  dear,  becomes 
gradually  turbid,  viscid,  purulent,  drying  on  the  edges  of  the  nostril,  and  is  expelled  in 
solid  masses.  Upon  an  examination  of  the  nasal  cavity  by  the  eye — which  if  the 
local  lesions  are  situated  posteriorly,  will  be  materially  aided  by  the  employment  of 
a  mirror— or,  if  the  finger  be  introduced  into  the  cavity,  the  characteristic  tubercles 
and  ulcers  will  be  found,  especially  upon  the  sides  of  the  septum  nasi.  The  sabmazll- 
lary  glands  upon  the  affected  side  will  also  be  found  to  be  enlarged,  forming  often  an 
irregular  mass  the  size  of  a  walnut.  These  have  a  hard  feel,  are  not  painful  to  the 
touch,  and  are,  as  a  rule,  not  movable  with  the  Integument,  owing  to  the  fact  of 
their  being  adherent  to  the  ramus  of  the  Jaw  beneat£  When  the  nasal  ulcers  have 
attained  a  certain  size,  the  dischars^e  becomes  decidedly  purulent,  and  often  foul- 
looking,  being  tinged  with  blood.  It  produces  then  excoriation  of  the  parts  over 
which  it  fiows.  In  the  majority  of  cases  little  or  no  constitutional  disturbance  is 
excited.  Upon  longer  duration  and  more  complete  development  of  the  disease  in 
the  lungs,  the  animals  fall  away,  the  appetite  diminishes,  emaciation  ensues,  and 
with  the  signs  of  increasing  cachexia  death  ultimately  takes  place,  febrile  symptoms 
having  in  many  instances  previously  set  in.  Cicatrization  of  single  ulcers,  calcifica- 
tion and  resolution  of  the  nodules  of  the  Internal  organs  may  take  place,  but  these 
changes  are  not  of  frequent  occurrence. 

'*  When  in  the  course  of  chronic  glanders  there  are  developed  still  other  specific 
affections  of  the  superficial  inte/^ument  or  of  the  cutaneous  connective  tissue,  or 
when  farcy  U  superadded  to  glanders,  there  are  formed  upon  diflferent  portions  of  the 
body,  most  frequently  upon  the  extremities,  head  and  neck,  abscesses  and  nodules,  of 
the  size  of  a  hazel-nut,  which  at  the  outset  are  liard  and  painAil.  While  these 
abscesses  are  more  or  less  rapidly  brealclng  out,  the  farcy  sores  make  their  appeal^ 
ance,  from  which  an  exceedingly  foul,  sanguino-purulent  discharge  Is  poured  out. 
These  ulcers  are  for  the  most  pnrt  deeply  excavated,  and  have  turbid-icray  or  grayish- 
red  glistening  bases,  witii  elevated,  usually  ragged-looking  edges.  The  surrounding 
cellular  tist^ue  is  generally  indurated  and  swollen;  the  corresponding  lymphatic 
vessels  swell,  giving  to  the  touch  the  idea  of  a  cord  ('farcy  pipes').  Fiualfv,  the 
neighboring  lymphatic  glands  are  enlarged,  hard,  and  at  first  somewhat  painful. 

^In  acK/e  glanders,  whether  in  the  form  that  is  developed  from  the  chronic,  or  in 
that  which  appears  nt  the  outset  as  such,  there  is  to  be  seen.  Joined  with  jnarked 
febrile  appearances,  an  excessive  hypersemic  swelling  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the 
nose,  upon  which,  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  numerous  tubercles,  ulcers,  and  Infiltra- 
tions may  be  made  out.  The  nasal  secretion  Is  of  a  yellow  tinge,  viscid,  and  often 
sanguineous.  The  ulcers  spread  rapidly,  even  in  the  direction  of  the  air-passages, 
and  in  the  neighboring  lymphatic  glands  and  vessels  the  changes  peculiar  to  lym- 
phangitis and  lymphadenitis  may  be  found.  There  are  frequently  seen  ^cordsMn 
the  scalp,  which  in  some  places  may  be  cedematous.  As  the  fever  and  prostration 
increase,  the  nodules  and  ulcers  often  appear  in  other  portions  of  the  body  accompa- 
nied by  cedematous  swelling  of  the  extremities,  the  lower  portion  of  the  abdomen, 
and  the  breast.  The  animals  grow  thin,  and,  after  an  illness  varying  in  length  from 
eight  to  twenty-one  days,  death  ensues. 
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**  When  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  larynx  and  bronchi  is  affected,  the  animals  begin 
to  cough  and  to  manifest  great  sensibility  in  the  laryngeal  region. 

*^  In  cases  where  the  process  of  pneumonia  is  extensive^  and  in  &roncAt(»«,  a  physical 
examination  of  the  diest  will  indicate  the  nature  of  the  internal  lesions.  As  a  rule, 
however,  glanders  of  the  lungs  is  not  diagnosticated.* 

*^'She  varieties  of  the  affection  running  a  more  subacute  course  present  numerous 
Intermediate  features  between  acute  and  chronic  glanders,  on  which  account  an 
exact  classification  is  often  impossible.  With  regard  to  the  relation  between  acute 
and  chronic  glanders,  it  is  proper  to  observe  in  this  connection,  that  the  latter 
variety  is  often  found  to  produce,  by  inoculation,  the  former. 

*^  Although  the  chronic  form  often  has  an  acute  termination,  tiie  acute  form  is 
never  transformed  into  the  chronic,'^ ^Ziemssen'^s  Cyclopasdia^  vol.  HL^  pages  344-6, 

^^The  trephining  of  the  sinuses  of  the  Jaws,  as  proposed  by  Haubner,  may  often 
render  a  correct  diagnosis  possible.  In  general,  the  inocculation  of  another  horse,  or 
of  some  other  animal  having  a  susceptibility  to  glanders  (sheep,  goat,  rabbit),  forms 
one  of  the  surest  aids  to  diagnosis." — Ziemssen^s  Cyclopaedia^  vol.  UL^page  346, 

**  Chronic  and  acute  ^2and^«.— Glanders,  as  a  rule,  is  a  chronic  disease.  Tlie  morbid 
changes  develop  slowly.  Of  the  various  forms  in  which  the  disease  is  able  to  make 
its  appearance,  pulmonal  glanders,  unless  complicated  with  one  of  the  other  forms, 
or  with  other  inflammatory  or  feverish  diseases,  is  the  most  chronic,  or  takes  the 
longest  time  to  produce  conspicuous  symptoms  and  to  become  fatal.  It  takes  fre- 
quently two  or  three  years  before  the  animal  succumbs.*  Nasal  glanders  is  usually 
not  quite  so  slow  in  its  progress;  still  it  also  very  often  takes  half  a  year  or 
longer  before  the  morbid  process  makes  sufficient  headway  to  produce  plain,  unmis- 
takable symptoms,  or  before  the  chancrous  ulcers,  characteristic  of  glanders,  make 
their  appearance  in  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  septum  of  the  nose.t  Farcy,  or 
external  glanders,  is  usually  the  least  chronic  (comes  the  soonest  to  a  termination) 
of  the  various  (uncombined)  forms  of  glanders.  Plain  and  unmistakable  symptoms 
(veritable  farcy-ulcers)  make  their  appearance  almost  always  within  three  months 
and  frequently  within  a  week  or  two  after  the  infection  has  taken  place.     *     *     * 

**  Wherever  glanders  presents  Itself  as  an  acnte  disease,  either  an  uncommonly 
large  quantity  of  the  contagion  has  been  introduced  at  once  and  brought  in  direct 
contact  with  the  blood,  or  a  complication  of  some  sort  has  been  efTected."— iXmers 
oil  Glanders^  pages  264-7, 

THE   SPECIFIC  CAUSE  OF  GLANDERS. 

Of  the  8i)ocif]C  cause  of  glanders.  Dr.  Detmers  says: — 

^  The  contagion  must  be  considered  as  the  exclusive  cause  of  glanders.  When  I 
lived  in  Dixon,  Lee  county,  Illinois,  from  the  fall  of  1865,  to  September,  1868, 1  had 
an  opportunity  of  observing  numerous  cases  of  glanders.  A  friend  of  mine,  l)r.  W. 
McKinney,  dealer  in  horses  and  proprietor  of  a  livery-stable,  knew  nearly  every 
horse  in  the  whole  county,  and  talcing  special  interest  in  those  cases  of  glanders, 
assisted  me  in  Inquiring  into  the  history  of  every  horse  affected.  Am  a  result, every 
case,  without  exception,  was  traced  back  to  an  Infection  by  condemned  United  States 
armv  horses  that  had  been  sold  to  the  farmers.  Tlie  contagious  principle  is  devel- 
oped during  the  very  first  stages  of  the  disea8e,t  and  even  before  plain  symptoms 
have  made  their  appearance.^'— Z>«<mtfr«  on  Glanders^ page  284, 

^  Nobody  has  ever  succeeded  in  producing  glanders  by  merely  exposing  or  subject- 
ing a  horse  that  has  never  been  exposed  to  the  infiuence  of  glanders-contagion  to 
anv  or  to  all  the  injurious  agencies  and  infiuenoes  which  have  been  mentioned  as 
being  accused  as  the  causes  of  protopathic  glanders.^— iS'am«,pa^0  281, 

^Tlie  German  veterinarians,  though  differing  at  times  considerably  in  opinion  as 
to  the  nature  of  glanders,  have  never  doubted  Its  contagiousness;  and  German  gov- 
ernments have  always  been  very  strict  in  taking  the  most  effective  measures  against 
the  spreading  of  that  terrible'  enemy  of  the  equine  race,  by  requiring  a  prompt 
destruction  or  every  horse  reported  by  a  veterinary  surgeon  as  being  aiiected  with 
the  disease.  As  a  consequence,  glanders  has  become  a  rare  disease  In  Germany,  and 
the  annual  losses  are  very  insignificant.^ — Detmers  on  Glanders^ page  269. 

m  ■ 

r*  The  two  senlences  to  which  this  reference  mark  Is  attnched  may  be  compared  with  what  is  said 
in  the  first  paragraph  on  page  31S,  relative  to  glanders  in  man;  also  with  Dr.  Detmers*  account,  on 
page  824-5  of  this  Report,  ora  horse  which  was  supposed  to  have  only  the  heaves,  but  which  was 
flnallj  proved  to  have  glanders  of  the  lungs.— H.  B.  B.] 

It  The  two  sentences  to  which  this  reference  mark  is  attached  should  be  considered  in  connection 
with  the  statement  of  symptoms  ofglanders,  in  the  first  paragraph  in  the  *' Regulations  "  recom. 
mended  on  page  883  of  this  Report.— HTB.  B.] 

49 


322  STATE  BOARD  OF  HKALTH—REPORT  OF  SECRETARY,  1879. 

PERIOD   OF   INCUBATIOX  OF  GLANDERS   IN   HORSES.* 

The  period  of  itieubutioii  lasts  usually,  wheu  the  virus  is  artificially 
implanted,  froui  three  to  five  days,  seldom  longer.  When  the  infection  is 
received  by  means  of  a  volatile  infecting  principle  which  excites  local  changes 
in  the  lungs  and  air-passages,  the  animal  may  long  appear  to  bo  in  perfect 
health,  and  the  period  of  incubation  appear  to  be  weeks  and  even  nionths.f 

IS  GLANDERS   IN  THE  HORSE,    CONSUMPTION  IN  MAN? 

The  study  of  glanders  is  of  peculiar  interest  because  of  so  many  points  of 
similarity  between  glanders  and  consumption,  a  disease  the  knowledge  of 
which  is  of  the  greatest  importance  for  the  reason  that  consumption  causes 
more  deaths  among  men  than  docs  any  other  disease.  One  point  of  similarity 
is  the  similar  tubercles  which  usually  appear  sooner  or  later  in  both  diseases  in 
the  lungs,  and  which,  in  both  diseases,  tend  to  undergo  a  fatty  or  cheesy 
decay,  but  which  are  not,  however,  found  in  so  great  numbers  in  glanders  in 
the  horse,  as  in  miliary  tuberculosis  in  man.  But  a  similar  difference  is  found 
between  farcy  in  the  horse  and  in  man.  Aitken  (vol.  I.,  page  718)  says  that, 
in  man,  the  farcy  tubercles  are  larger  and  more  numerous  than  in  brutes.  He 
also  says  that,  in  man,  farcy  is  more  common  than  glanders;  biit  this  may  be 
only  apparent  if  glanders  in  man  is  sometimes  called  consumption.  Dr. 
Detmers,  quoted  in  second  paragraph  on  page  321,  says:  "As  a  rule,  how- 
ever, glanders  of  the  lungs  is  not  diagnosticated."  If  this  is  true  of  horses, 
examined  by  skillful  veterinary  surgeons  who  have  in  mind  the  liability  of  the 
occurrence  of  glanders,  is  it  not  likely  to  be  true  of  man,  oven  though  exam- 
ined by  skillful  physicians,  because  the  attention  of  the  medical  profession  has 
not  been  strongly  called  to  this  disease,  especially  not  in  that  form. 

The  virulence  and  rapidity  of  development  of  glanders  is  increased  by 
whatever  increases  inflammatory  processes.  Judging  from  the  evidence 
derived  from  weekly  reports  of  diseases  in  Michigan  during  the  two  years 
1877  and  1878,  the  same  is  true  of  consumption.  Evidence  of  the  increase 
of  consumption  in  connection  with  increased  inflammations  of  the  air-passages 
may  be  found  in  Diagrams  1,  2,  and  3,  on  pages  292,  295,  and  298  of  the 
Annual  lleport  of  this  l3oai*d  for  1878,  and  with  Diagrams  1,  2,  and  4,  on  sub- 
sequent pages  of  this  Report.  The  correspondence  in  these  diagrams  between 
the  lines  representing  the  course  of  consumption  in  1877  and  1878  with  the 
lines  representing  for  the  same  years  the  course  of  influenza,  bronchitis,  and 
pneumonia,  is  quite  noticeable.  The  coincident  increased  prevalence  in  the 
summer  of  1878  of  both  bronchitis  and  consumption  as  compared  with  corres- 
ponding months  of  1877  is  worthy  of  especial  attention. 

"A  few  [of  the  German  veterinarians]  went  even  eo  far  as  to  hold  glanders  to  be 
identical  with  tuberculosis  and  scrofulosis.  The  tuberculosis  doctrine  originated  in 
France  und  ^aiiHHl  a  ^ood  many  adherents  willing  to  look  upon  glanders  as  an  equine 
tuberculosis." — Detmers  on  Glanders,  page  269, 

Inasmuch  as  the  disease  spreads  by  the  propagation  of  glanders-cells  within 
the  tissue,  and  also  by  absorption  of  the  virus,  subsequently  involving  the 
lymphatic  glands,  and  finally  the  general  system,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose 
that  animals  and  human  beings  may  take  in  with  their  food  the  virus  of  chronic 
glanders,  and  as  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  noticeable  difference  in  the 
tubercles  or  the  tuberculous   matter  in   glanders  and  in  cousumptioDy  there 


*  This  may  be  compared  with  what  is  stated  on  page  311  of  this  Report, 
t  Zeim»sen*8  CyclopaBdia^  vol.  III.,  pages  343-4. 
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may  be  as  much  reasou  for  supposing  a  disease  which  is  propagated  iti  the 
mesenteric  glands,  and  which  is  characterized  by  tubercles,  to  be  glanders  as 
consumption.  The  same  course  of  reasoning  seems  also  to  apply  to  tuberculous 
disease  of  the  lungs.*  Tubercular  consumption  is  now  known  to  be  a  commun- 
icable disease,  though  perhaps  not  always  originating  in  that  manner.  It 
seems  probable  that  what  differences  there  are  in  the  microscopic  appearances 
in  tuberculous  matter  in  some  forms  of  consumption  in  man,  and  in  that  of 
glanders  in  the  horse,  may  bo  due  to  the  differences  in  the  tissue-cells,  nuclei, 
and  corpuscles  in  the  two  species  of  animals. 

NATURE  OF  GLANDERS,    MODES   OF  COMMUNICATION,    AMONG   HORSES. 

The  following  quotations  concerning  the  nature  of  glanders  in  horses,  and 
the  modes  of  Us  communication  are  from  Ziemssen's  Cyclopaedia,  vol.  IIL, 
pages  320-2,  324-5  :— 

*^  Otanders  in  horset  is  a  specific  infectious  disease^  the  spontaneous  origin  of  which  has 
not  been  demonstrated.  Glanders  and  farcy  are  perfectly  identical  aflTections,  both 
equally  contagious,  and  differing  only  in  their  local  manifestations.  Farcy  is  noth- 
ing but  the  cutaneous  eruption  incident  to  glanders,  and  is  often  only  a  secondary 
manifestation,  bearing  about  the  same  relation  to  the  other  phenomena  that  the 
erythema  and  specific  papules  do  to  syphilis.  The  distinction  between  glanders  and 
farcy,  recognized  by  most  authors,  has  its  origin  In  certain  clinical  requirements, 
and  is  not  rounded  on  any  scientific  mode  of  classification.  We  might,  with  as  much 
propriety,  designate  the  pulmonary  phenomena  of  glanders  as  a  separate  affection. 

^The  contagiousness  of  glanders  is  at  present  almost  universally  admitted  to 

be  one  of  the  most  clearly  demonstrated  facts  In  the  pathology  of  animal  diseases. 

•       •       • 

^Observations  have  thus  far  failed  to  determine  the  exact  mode  in  which  the  virus 
of  glanders  penetrates  the  system.  It  Is  believed  that  the  virus  having  become 
attached  to  the  mucous  membrane  or  the  nnabraded  skin,  sets  up  first  at  that  point  a 
local  process,  and  thence  forces  Its  way  subsequently  into  the  remainder  of  the  econ- 
omy. It  is  a  well-authenticated  fact,  that  contagion  is  often  produced  by  bringing 
in  contact  diseased  and  healthy  animals,  and,  furthermore,  by  placing  sound  animals 
in  stalls  that  have  been  previously  occupied  by  those  diseased. 

^  Jieasoning  upon  a  priori  grounds,  and  from  analogy  with  similar  morbid  poisons, 
it  seems.  Indeed,  Improbable  that  the  virus  of  glanders  cau  be  introduced  into  the 
system  through  the  unabraded  cutaneous  and  mucous  tissues.  •  «  •  There  are 
upon  record,  how^ever,  still  further  experiments,  the  results  of  which  render  it  possi- 
ble that  the  commonly  received  opinions  upon  this  point  are  fallacious.  If  it  were 
the  fact  that  the  virus  of  glanders  Is,  as  a  rule,  communicated  by  direct  contact,  wo 
should  naturally  expect  to  tind,  on  the  one  hand,  a  more  frequent  development  of  the 
cutaneous  eruption,  while,  on  the  other  liand,  the  raucous  membrane  In  the  immediate 
vicinit}'  of  the  nostril  would,  with  a  certain  degree  of  regularity,  form  the  seat  of 
tubercles  and  ulcers. 

**  We  have  been  Instructed,  however,  by  clinical  as  well  as  by  anatomical  observa- 
tions, that  the  cutaneous  phenomena  of  glanders  seldom  make  their  appearance  as  a 
primary  symptom,  and,  moreover,  that  the  ulcers  found  in  the  mucous  membrane  of 
the  nasal  cavity  are  located,  as  a  rule,  in  the  upper  portion  of  that  cavity,  extending 
thence  downward  toward  the  orifice.  And  If  we  assume  the  existence  of  an  abrasion 
of  the  skin  or  mucous  membrane  to  be  essential  to  the  introduction  of  the  infecting 
principle  Into  the  econom.v,  we  are  again  met  by  the  fact  that  the  portion  of  the 
nasal  cavity  the  least  protected,  and  for  that  reason  the  most  frequently  exposed  to 
injuries.  Is  In  reality  the  part  that  In  exceptional  cases  only  forms  the  seat  of  ulcers. 
It  will  be  found,  moreover,  that  the  specific  nodules  and  ulcers  Indicate  no  preference 
for  those  ptdnts  that  are  shown  by  experience  to  be  the  most  common  scat  of  abra- 
sions, cracks,  and  excoriations. 

*'In  denying,  then,  the  correctness  of  the  prevalent  belief,  that  the  mucous  tissues 
of  the  nose  form  the  usual  point  of  entrance  of  the  infecting  principle  of  glanders, 
we  are  almost  of  necessity  forced  by  these  reflections  to  admit  the  possibility  of  the 
absorption  of  the  virus  together  with  the  inspired  air,  and  in  man\'  instances,  also  with 
the  food.    Inasmuch  as  the  lungs,  the  trachea,  the  larynx,  and  the  upper  portions  of 

*  Tho  first  paragraph  on  page  317  of  this  Heport,  ma/  be  found  of  interest  in  this  connection. 


324  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH— REPORT  OP  SECRETARY,  1879. 

the  nasal  cavity  are  known  to  form  the  usual  seat  of  the  primary  leeions^we  are 
justified  in  concluding,  that  In  a  large  proportion— possibly  a  majority— of  all  cases 
of  glanders,  a  volatile  infecting  virus  lias  found  its  way  into  the  economy,  together 
with  the  inhaled  air,  producing  either  a  primary  blood-poisoning  with  secondary 
specifio  phenomena  in  the  parts  above  described,  or  primary  nodules  and  ulcers  in 
the  lungs,  followed  subsequently  by  the  symptoms  of  general  poisoning.  The 
mucous  membrane  of  the  nose  may,  indeed,  be  primarily  infected,  when  that  part 
happens  to  be  the  seat  of  a  wound  or  erosion. — Ziemssen^s  Cyclopaedia^  voL  lU^paget 
320-2. 

"It  has  also  been  determined  that  the  virus  of  glanders,  in  the  form  ofsijlxed 
infectious  material^  may  be  found  not  only  in  the  specific  products  of  disease  (the 
secretion  from  the  nose,  the  solid  and  fluid  contents  of  the  nodules  and  ulcers),  bat 
also  in  the  blood,  and  in  the  secretions  and  excretions  of  the  diseased  body,  for  example, 
the  tears,  saliva,  sweat,  urine,  and  milk. 

^  The  communication  of  the  morbid  poison  by  means  of  external  media,  especially  the 
harness,  has  been  frequently  observed.  Some  cases  are  also  known  in  which  the  dis* 
ease  was  communicated  by  the  act  of  coitus,  by  suckling,  by  hereditary  transmission^ 
and  finally,  by  the  absorption  of  the  poison  together  with  the  food.  The  nasal  discharge, 
when  talcen  into  the  stomach  with  the  food,  appears,  however,  to  be  less  capable  of 
producing  infection  than  are  the  exhalations  from  the  lungs. — {OerkteK} 

^  All  varieties  of  glanders,  both  acute  and  chronic,  are  in  an  equal  degree  infections, 
although  the  infectious  properties  of  the  acute  form  are  regarded  by  many  as  the 
stronger.  If  a  horse  affected  with  the  chronic  form  of  glanders  be  inoculated  with 
pus  taken  from  another  horse  suffering  with  the  acute  form  the  result  is  nega^ 
tive  (St.  Cyr);  this  serves  to  demonstrate  the  unity  of  the  various  forms  of  glanders, 
which  In  reality  are  only  diflTerent  manifestations  of  the  same  morbid  process.^ — 
Ziemssen's  Cyclopcsdia^vol,  III,, pages  224-6, 

"  Horses  occupying  a  different  stable  from  that  of  the  affected  animal,  have  been 
known  to  contract  and  die  of  the  disease ;  and  this,  too,  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that 
they  were  never  brought  in  contact  with  each  other.  And  yet  with  a  fhll  knowledge 
of  the  risk  they  run,  some  men  are  foolhardy  enough  to  keep  a  glandered  horse  on 
their  premises,  prompted  by  the  vain  hope  of  being  able  to  cure  the  patient  of  the 
disease."— Boaton  Ploughman  of  March  2, 1878, 

The  followiDg  paragraph  coDcerning  the  communication  of  glanders  is  from 
Yotiatt  on  the  Horse ; — 

"  One  horse  has  passed  another  when  he  was  in  the  act  of  snorting,  and  has  become 
glandered.  Some  fillies  have  received  the  infection  from  the  matter  blown  by  the 
wind  across  a  lane,  when  a  glandered  horse  in  the  opposite  field  has  claimed 
acquaintance  by  snorting.  It  is  almost  impossible  for  an  infected  horse  to  remain 
long  in  a  stable  with  others  without  irreparable  mischief." 

Of  the  communication  of  glanders  by  animals  that  show  but  slight  symptoms 
of  having  the  disease,  Dr.  Dctmers  says: — 

^'It  happens  sometimes  that  a  horse  is  affected  with  glanders  and  communicates 
the  disease  to  other  healthy  animals,  but  does  not  itself  show  any  of  the  three  prin- 
cipal symptoms  characteristic  of  that  disease;  has  no  discharge  from  the  nose,  no 
swelled  glands,  and  no  ulcers  In  the  nasal  cavities.  The  late  Professor  Spinola,  in  his 
lectures  on  veterinary  pathology  at  Berlin,  related  such  a  case  to  his  students,  which 
will  serve  as  an  illustration.  It  is  substantially  as  follows:  In  a  village  near  Berlin 
glanders  broke  out  in  a  stable  in  which  several  horses  were  kept.  A  veterinary 
surgeon  was  called,  who  made  an  investigation  and  condemned  everjr  horse  that 
showed  any  symptoms  of  the  disease,  and  every  animal  condemned  was  immediately 
killed.  The  horses  apparently  not  affected  were  kept  for  several  weeks  under  police 
control,  and  from  time  to  time  inspected,  but  finally  released.  Among  them  was  one 
old  sorrel  horse  which  had  the  heaves,  and  which  had  been  brought  into  the  stable  a 
short  time  before  the  first  case  of  glanders  made  its  appearance.  This  sorrel  horse 
soon  after  was  sold  to  a  man  in  another  village,  and  came  into  a  stable  containing 
also'^quite  a  number  of  horses.  In  that  stable,  too,  glanders  broke  out.  A  veterinary 
surgeon  (another  one)  was  called,  and  every  horse  showing  symptoms*of  glanders 
was  condemned  and  immediately  destroyed.  The  old  serrel  horse,  however,  which 
was  known  to  have  'the  heaves,'  was  again  released  after  some  length  of  t^me, 
together  with  those  which  had  remained  exempted,  and  was  sold  once  more,  this 
time  to  a  man  who  kept  over  30  horses  (I  have  forgotten  the  exact  number)  in  his 
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•table  a  few  miles  from  the  city.  Id  this  last  stable  glanders  likewise  made  Its 
appearance  after  some  lapse  of  time,  but  in  that  case  Professor  Spinola  was  called. 
He,  too,  after  a  careful  investigation,  condemned  every  horse  that  showed  any 
symptoms  of  glanders,  and  insisted  upon  condemning  also  the  old  sorrel  horse,  whose 
history  was  tlien  unknown  to  him,  notwithstanding  that  no  symptoms  of  disease, 
except  sucli  as  are  usually  attendants  of  heaves,  could  be  observed.  The  owner 
hesitated  to  consent  to  the  loss  of  a  horse  apparently  not  a/Tected  with  glanders,  but 
Spinola  in»l»ted  upon  the  condemnation.  The  post  mortem  examination  revealed 
that  the  old  horse,  which  had  the  ^ heaves,^  was  affected  with  pnlmonal  glanders  In  a 
very  high  degree;  and  Spinola,  after  learning  the  history  of  the  old  sorrel,  was 
convinced  that  the  latter  had  caused  the  outbreak  of  the  disease  in  all  three  stables.*^ 
—Olanders^  by  H.  J,  Dtimers^  V,  S,^  Chicago^  IlL^  in  Special  Report  Department  of  Agri- 
cuUure^  on  Dieeaeee  cf  8wine  and  Other  Domestic  Animals^  1879^  pp,  260-261. 

NATURE  OF  THE  OLANDERS-POISON. 

Some  investigators  have  found  organic  germs  in  the  discharges  of  glandered 
horses  and  in  other  morbid  products  of  the  disease ;  others  of  high  authority  in 
regard  to  the  disease  have  not  been  able  to  find  such  germs  or  have  found  only 
such  forms  as  are  of  common  occurrence  in  horses  and  which  evidently  have  no 
connection  with  the  disease.  It  may  therefore  still  be  considered  an  unsettled 
question  whether  the  disease  is  produced  and  communicated  by  the  action  of 
minute  living  organisms  on  the  membranes,  tissues,  or  fluids  of  the  affected 
animal,  or  whether  the  morbid  processes  of  the  disease  are  the  result  of  virus 
of  purely  chemical  action  and  independent  of  any  living  germ.  In  view, 
however,  of  the  modes  in  which  the  disease  is  communicated,  and  of  its  persist- 
ence, theoretical  considerations  would  seem  to  confirm  the  positive  rather 
than  the  negative  evidence  in  regard  to  living  germs  of  the  disease,  though 
it  is  quite  possible  that  these  germs  may  be  found  to  be  the  nuclei  of  the  white 
blood  corpuscles  or  of  ordinary  tissue  cells,  modified  in  some  manner  so  as  to 
make  them  and  tissues  formed  near  them  break  down  more  readily  than  they  do 
in  health.  This  seems  a  possible  explanation  of  all  that  class  of  communicable 
diseases  in  which  it  is  impossible  to  reproduce  the  unmodified  germs  except  in 
living  animals  of  allied  species.  The  success  in  modifying  that  terrible  disease 
in  man — small-pox — by  means  of  a  virus  derived  from  a  species  of  animal  so 
different  from  man  as  is  the  cow,  is  reason  for  hope  that  we  may  yet  be  able  to 
so  modify  the  germs  or  nuclei  of  all  this  class  of  diseases  as  to  secure  at  will 
comparatively  harmless  instead  of  malignant  and  fatal  diseases. 

*^  The  virus  of  glanders  induces  a  catalytic  action,  as  has  been  already  demon- 
strated by  Franck,  similar  in  this  respect  to  the  infecting  principle  of  syphilis  and 
small-pox  (SchOnbeIn),  resolving  peroxide  of  hydrogen  into  water  and  oxvgen. 

**'l'he  poison  of  glanders  Isjlx^a  and  volatile.  It  adheres  first  ef  all  to  the  specific 
products  of  the  disease,  the  solid  and  ftuid  portions  of  the  nodules  and  ulcers  in  every 
stage  of  their  development,  also  to  the  blood,  the  secretions,  and  t>robab1y  to  all  the 
tisKues  of  the  diseased  animal  that  are  permeated  by  the  blood  or  other  fluids.  The 
volatile  infecting  principle  difilers  essentially  in  its  mode  of  action  from  that  of 
various  other  iiii^tious  diseases,  attaching  itself  for  the  most  part  to  the  exhalations 
and  sweat  of  the  diseased  animals.  According  to  the  researches  of  Ohauveau,  with 
regard  to  the  difFhsIbllity  of  the  virus  of  glanders,  the  materies  morbi  is  contained 
not  in  the  serum  but  exclusively  in  the  organized  bodies  (pus  and  other  corpuscular 
elements)  suspended  In  the  animal  fluids.  This  hypothesis  does  not  conflict  with 
the  volatile  character  of  the  poison,  and  will  be  found,  moreover,  to  harmoize 
with  the  known  phenomena  of  other  morbid  poisons.  Upon  the  other  hand,  the 
chemical  property  of  this  virus  is  held  (Virchow)  to  be  the  more  important,  being 
regarded  as  acrid  and  irritating. 

^The  viruR  of  glanders  manifests  a  pretty  strong  tenacity  for  life;  for  although  in 
a  dried  condition  its  activity  is  frequently  diminished  (Vlborg),  it  is  often  found  to 
be  eflective  after  having  remained  lor  many  months  in  stalls.  If  exposed  in  water 
to  a  temperature  of  133*  F.  it  loses  its  virulence  (Viborg,  Hofacker,  Benault),  and 
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the  same  effect  is  produced  by  a  number  of  chemical  agents  (disinfectants),  sach  as 
chlorine,  carbolic  acid,  etc.  Its  activity  is  said  to  be  destroyed  by  decomposition 
(Oerlach).  While  it  loses  its  virulent  property  when  talcen  into  the  dljj^estive  canal 
of  man  (Decroix),  doo;s,  swine,  and  fowls  (Renault),  in  the  case  of  horses  Its  activity 
is  impaired^  but  not  destroyed." — Ziemsaen's  Cyclopoidia^  vol  lU.,  pages  330-1, 

SPREAD  OF  GLANDERS  BY   ARMY  HORSES. 

In  the  report  already  referred  to  Dr.  Detmers  says  (p.  281) : — 

^*  In  the  West,  where  I  have  lived  and  practiced  durins^  the  last  thirteen  years, 

glanders,  as  1  have  been  informed  by  reliable  persons,  used  to  be  an  almost  unicnown 
isease  before  the  civil  war,  but  has  been  spread  by  condemned  army  horses  during 
and  immediately  after  the  war,  and  is  now  frequent  and  can  be  found  everywhere." 

Of  the  distribution  of  glanders  by  means  of  a  war,  Dr.  Detmers  says  (same 
report,  pp.  285-6) : — 

*' Glanders  always  becomes  a  frequent  disease  after  any  great  war.  Such  was  the 
case  In  our  ovfu  country  after  the  great  civil  war,  as  I  have  mentioned  before,  and 
also  in  Germany  and  France,  but  especially  In  the  latter  country  after  the  war  of 
1870-71.  *  *  *  The  cause  of  this  consists  In  the  abundant  opportunity  of  infec- 
tion." 

Of  the  importation  of  glanders  froni  foreign  countries,  and  the  means  nec- 
essary to  prevent  its  spread  in  countries  where  many  horses  are  imported,  Dr. 
Detmers  says : — 

^As  a  general  rule,  wliich,  however,  suffers  apparent  exceptions,  glanders  is  fre- 
quent in  all  tiiose  countries  in  which  a  great  many  horses  are  Imported,  and  rare  In 
all  those  countries  in  which  more  horses  are  raised  than  needed,  or  from  which 
horses  are  exported.  *  •  *  That  glanders  Is  most  frequent  In  those  countries  In 
which  numerous  horses  are  imported  from  other  countries  Is  an  undeniable  fact, 
except  in  regard  to  those  commonwealths  in  which  good  veterinary  schools  provide 
a  sufficient  number  of  thoroughly  educated  veterinary  surgeons,  and  In  which  strin- 
gent laws  enforce  the  immediate  destruction  of  every  animal  affected  with  glanders, 
prohibit  veterinary  quaclcery,  and  do  not  allow  anybody  to  keep  or  treat  a  glandered 
animal  unless  he  is  a  qualified  veterinary  surgeon,  and  gives  sufficient  bonds  to  pay 
possible  damages." — Detmers  on  Glanders^  pages  281^  283, 

TREATMEKT  OF  A  GLAXDERED  ANIMAL. 

Of  the  possibility  of  a  cure  of  a  case  of  glanders.  Prof.  Bollinger  says: — 

**The  prognosis  is  always  unfavorable.  Although  from  a  purely  anatomical  point 
of  view  the  possibility  of  these  ulcers  being  healed  must  be  admitted,  yet  peHbct 
recovery  is  Indeed  an  extremely  rare  occurrence,  inasmuch  as  in  the  vicinity  of  the 
healed  portion  new  eruptions,  as  a  rule,  brealc  out.  The  numerous  reports  of  the 
healing  of  glanders  and  farcy  have  their  origin,  in  a  great  number  of  cases,  in  errors 
of  diagnosis,  or  else  the  recoveries  were  only  apparent,  the  temporary  arrest  of  the 
discharge  from  the  nasal  cavity  being  mistaken  as  an  Indication  of  recovery, 
whereas  subsequently,  genuine  glanders  and  farcy  re&ppeared. 

^'The  nearest  approach  to  a  successful  result  is  seen  In  the  reparative  action  oocar- 
ring  in  the  primary  tubercles  and  ulcers  of  the  slciu." — ZiemssmCs  Cgclopmdia^  voL  22Z, 
page  347, 

^'If  some  persons  underrate  the  danger,  it  Is  because  the  disease  may  remain  anre- 
cognized  in  the  infected  horse  for  some  months,  or  even  years,  and  therefore,  when  it 
appears,  it  is  attributed  to  other  causes  or  to  after  inoculation.  No  glandered  horse 
should  be  employed  on  any  farm,  nor  should  a  glandered  horse  be  permitted  to  work 
on  any  road,  or  even  to  pasture  on  any  field.    He  should  be  destroyed. 

^^  In  a  well  settled  case  of  glanders  It  is  not  worth  while,  except  by  way  of  exper- 
iment at  a  veterinary  school  to  attempt  any  remedies.  The  chances  of  cure  are  too 
remote,  and  the  danger  of  infection  too  great.  •  *  •  Worse  than  all,  the  man 
who  attends  on  that  horse  is  in  danger."— Touo^t  on  the  Horse^  Neto  York,  1857, 
page  113. 

In  his  paper  on  glanders,  Dr.  Detmers  says,  concerning  the  treatment  of  a 
glandered  animal: — 
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^The  only  rational  treatment  of  ahorse  or  other  animal  aflected  with  glanders 
consists  in  a  proper  and  effective  application,  in  the  right  place,  of  either  half  an 
ounce  of  lead  or  five  inches  of  steel;  and  until  such  treatment  is  invariably  adopted, 
or  made  compulsory,  there  will  be  no  prospect  whatever  of  freeing  this  country  from 
this  loathsome  disease,  dangerous  even  to  man.  In  vvliom,  if  once  infected,  it  is  Just 
as  incurable  as  in  horses/' 

Concerning  the  proper  treutuieiit  of  glanderc<l  horses,  the  writer  in  John- 
son's Cyclopsedia  says : — 

"  Every  glandercd  or  farcy-budded  horse  should  be  killed  at  once,  or  reserved  for 
treatment  by  competent  veterinarians.'* 

PREVENTION    OF  GLANDERS. 

The  only  sufeguurds  against  glanders  in  horses  :ip|>eur  to  be,  first,  tliat  the 
horses  be  kept  from  exposure  to  the  disease,  and  second,  as  (iu  case  of 
unknown  exposure)  the  poison  becomes  less  concentrated  where  tliere  is  an 
abundant  supply  of  pure  air,  that  the  horses  be  kept  in  clean,  well-ventilated 
stables.  Prof.  James  Law,  M.  K.  C.  V.  S.,  Professor  of  Veterinary  Science 
in  Cornell  University,  at  Ithaca,  N.  Y.,  in  a  Report  on  Glanders  made  to  the 
New  York  State  Agricultural  Society  and  published  in  the  Journal  of  that 
Society  for  July,  IStiO  (vol.  XIX.,  pp.  138-143)  says,  in  speaking  of  the  bene- 
fits of  a  FREE  VENTILATION  OF  THE  STABLE  : — 

**0n  this  subject  the  cavalry  statistics  of  diflerent  countries  are  most  instructive. 
Rossignol  informs  us  that,  previous  to  183G,  the  mortality  of  the  French  cavalry 
horses  varied  from  180  to  197  per  1,000  per  annum.  The  enlargement  of  the  stables 
and  the  freer  introduction  of  fresh  air  reduced  the  yearly  loss  lor  the  next  ten  years 
to  68  per  1,000.  The  ventilation  is  still,  however,  largely  deficient,  and  the  mortal- 
ity Is  reported  to  have  increased  to  85  per  1,000,  of  which  50  per  1,000  is  exclusively 
from  glanders  and  farcv.  In  contrast  with  this,  and  as  throwing  light  on  the  causes 
of  this  mortality.  M.  Moulin,  chief  army  veterinarian,  had  under  his  charge,  during 
the  Italian  war,  10,000  of  these  same  horses,  subject  to  all  the  additional  risks  and 
contingencies  incident  to  active  service,  but  kept  in  sheds,  open  to  the  external  air, 
with  very  few  cases  of  sickness,  and  only  one  case  of  glanders  among  the  whole. 

^The  statements  of  Wilkinson,  principal  army  veterinary  surgeon  in  England,  are 
equally  conclusive.  Formerly  the  mortality  among  the  English  cavalry  horses  was 
about  equal  to  that  of  the  French.  Extensive  improvements  have  been  introduced 
into  the  stables  in  the  direction  of  drying  and  ventilation,  of  which  the  following 
may  be  taken  as  a  summary:  All  new  stables  are  now  built  of  one  story  onl}';  the 
breadth  is  33  feet;  the  height  of  the  side  walls  to  the  sprint,  twelve  feet;  and  of  the 
roof  eight  and  a  half  feet  more.  The  breadth  of  each  stall  Is  five  and  a  half  feet,  and 
there  are  only  two  rows  of  horses  in  each  stable.  Each  horse  is  to  have  100  super- 
ficial feet  and  1,605  cubic  feet;  the  ventilation  is  chiefly  by  the  roof,  where  there  is 
a  louvre  sixteen  Inches  wide,  carried  from  end  to  end  of  the  building,  and  giving 
four  square  feet  of  ventilating  outlet  for  each  horse.  A  course  of  perforated  bricks 
is  carried  round  the  eaves,  equivalent  to  one  square  foot  of  inlet  for  each  horse,  and 
a  perforated  brick  is  introduced  about  six  inches  from  the  ground  for  every  two 
stalls.  There  is  a  swlns^  window  for  each  stall,  and  spaces  are  leTt  below  the  doors. 
Floor  and  surface  drainage  are  equally  ensured.  In  the  old  stables,  with  rooms 
overhead,  ventilating  shafts  are  carried  up,  perforated  bricks  Introduced  and  more 
window  space  given.  Most  of  the  stables  are  still  of  this  la.«t  variety,  and  the  pro- 
jected improvements  are  not  so  nearly  completed  as  could  be  wislied,  yet  the  annual 
mortality  only  amounts  to  20  per  1,000,  and  more  than  half  of  this  is  due  to  accidents 
and  incurable  diseases.  What  is  more  to  the  point  is,  that  glanders  and  farcy  have 
almost  disappeared,  and  if  a  case  occurs  it  is  considered  as  evidence  of  neglect.^^— 
Prof.  James  I^aw,  Report  on  Glanders^  vol.  XIX.,  page  141,  Journal  of  the  N.  Y» 
State  Agricultural  Society. 

DESTRUCTION   OF  OLANDERS-VIRUS. 

** The  discharges  from  the  nose,  glanders-matter,  etc.,  lose  their  inrcctiousness  if 
perfectly  dried  by  being  exposed  to  currents  of  air  or  to  the  rays  of  the  ^un:  but 
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kept  moist,  for  instance  in  a  damp  cellar,  wrapped  up  in  a  racist  mg,  or  adhering  to 
the  corners  of  the  manger,  to  a  damp  wall  or  floor,  or  to  the  bedding  or  the  manure, 
€tc,  the  contagion  seems  to  possess  great  vitality,  and  may  remain  effective  for 
half  a  year  or  longer.  Putrefaction  does  not  destroy  the  contagious  principle. 
Cblorine  destroys  the  contagion,  and  is  therefore  a  very  efficient  disfnfectaot, 
provided  the  chlorides  used  come  in  actual  contact  with  the  contagion.  A  brief 
exposure  of  the  infectious  substances,  nasal  discharges,  glanders-matter,  etc^  to  the 
influence  of  chlorine  in  a  gaseous  state,  mixed  with  the  atmosphere.  Is  ineflective. 
*  *  *  Xhe  best  and  surest  destroyer  of  the  glanders-contagion  is  carbolic  acid. 
It  may  be  used  not  only  as  a  disinfectant  or  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the 
contagion  clinging  to  the  wood-work  of  the  stable,  etc.,  but  also  In  incipient  cases  of 
farcy,  and  in  cases  in  whicli  an  infection  with  glanders-matter  has  Just  taken  place 
in  a  wound,  for  instance,  as  a  local  remedy.  If  applied  to  the  glanders-ulcers  on  the 
septum,  or  to  farcy-ulcers,  a  tendency  to  heal  will  make  Its  appearance.  As  a  disin- 
fectant, a  solution  of  carbolic  acid  in  glycerine  or  alcohol  and  water  (1 :1  or  2:20)  is 
perfectly  strong  enough  to  be  eflective.  Old  straw,  hay,  and  bedding  most  be 
burned,  and  blankets,  etc,  are  best  disinfected  by  exposing  the  same  for  some  time 
to  a  temperature  of  212**  F.  or  higher,  either  in  an  oven  or  In  boiling  hot  water.** 
— Detmers  on  Olanders^  pages  287-8, 

The  necessity  for  thorough  disinfection  of  stables  where  glaudered  animals 
have  been  kept  is  shown  by  the  following  statement : — 

"  Dr.  Bnrgis  says:  *A  gentleman  of  fortune  in  the  west  of  Ireland  had  had  his  stud  iafeet«d  with 

glanders;  every  particle  of  wood-work  In  the  Btables.  including  stalls,  rack,  manger»  Ae.»  wai 
iken  down  anct  replaced  with  new  materials;  the  plastering  on  the  walls  was  eompletelT  removed, 
and  the  payemont  ripped  np;  and  all  was  replaced  with  entirely  new  work;  but  the  first  horses 
that  were  again  put  into  those  stables  became  infected,  and  tney  were  ultimately  rased  to  the 
ground.  It  would  even  appear  that  the  contagious  principle  remains  for  a  long  period  in  anr 
stable  where  glanders  may  happen.'"— Oofo't  DiMetuta  of  DometUe  Animal*^  BofCon,  2847,  page  ISO. 

Concerning  the  means  and  the  possibility  of  exterminating  the  disease,  Dn 
Detmers  says : — 

*^  Glanders,  as  well  as  pleuro-pneumonia,  Russian  cattle-plague,  and  scab  and  manse, 
will  cease  to  exist  If  a  propagation  by  means  of  Infection  is  made  impossible.  If, 
for  instance,  within  the  limits  of  the  United  States  all  animals  affected  with  glan- 
ders were  destroyed  at  once,  and  at  the  same  time  every  place  where  fflanders-conta- 
gioii  may  be  existing  were  thoroughly  disinfected,  and  If  any  importation  of 
glandered  horses  or  of  the  contagion  were  successfully  prohibited  or  prevented, 
glanders  would  at  once  become  extinct,  and  would  never  make  its  appearance  again 
within  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  unless  imported  again  from  other  countries. 
It  is  a  disease  that  can  be  eradicated.^ — Detmers  on  Glanders^ page  283, 

If  the  disease  were  one  from  which  animals  only  suffered  and  which  thns 
only  involved  a  loss  of  property,  the  owner  of  a  glandered  horse  might  be 
allowed  to  take  the  risk  of  losing  his  other  horses  by  keeping  this,  provided 
always  that  he  could  be  held  to  a  strict  responsibility  for  any  damages  that 
might  thereby  be  caused  to  the  property  of  otherr.  Bat  when  it  is  considered 
that  a  glandered  horse  is  a  constant  source  of  danger  not  only  to  its  owner, 
through  whose  false  ideas  of  economy  it  is  kept  alive,  but  to  the  lives  of  others 
innocent  of  his  folly,  there  is  abandant  cause  for  the  State  to  intervene  and  by 
the  destruction  of  the  horse  remove  the  danger.  This  consideration,  snfficient 
in  itself,  is  enforced  by  the  facts  that  the  glandered  horse  is  incurable  and 
i^herefore  almost  worthless  to  its  owner,  and  that  it  is  a  constant  source  of 
danger  to  other  horses  and  thus  itself  a  destroyer  of  value,  often  to  its  owner, 
its  well  as  to  others. 

The  necessity  for  the  destruction  of  all  glandered  horses  as  a  means  of 
safety  to  man  is  well  urged  by  Prof.  Bollinger,  as  follows: — 

*^The  inefficiency  of  all  therapeutic  agents  In  the  treatment  of  glanders  In  the 
human  subject  renders  prophylactic  measures  of  great  importance.  The  most  effica- 
cious of  these  measures  consists  in  stamping  out,  as  far  as  possible,  both  glandert  and 
farcy  in  horses,  a  procedure  to  which,  from  considerations  of  economy,  the  attention 
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of  State  goveriimeDtt  has  for  a  long  time  been  carefiQly  directed.  Thus,  efficient 
sanitary  regulations,  carried  out  by  police  authorities,  the  destruction  of  glandered 
animals,  as  well  as  of  animals  suspected  of  being  thus  diseased,  are  the  principal 
resources  at  our  commhnd.^^Ziem88enU  Cifelopcedia,  vol,  UL^page  369. 

By  the  considerations  which  have  been  stated,  certain  duties  seem  to  l>e 
plainly  taught  in  regard  to  the  management  of  a  case  of  glanders  or  of  sus- 
pected glanders  in  a  horse,  and  these  may  l>e  summarized  in  the  following 
general  recommendaUons. 

GENERAL    BB00MMENDATI0N8    FOB   THE    MANAGEHENX  OF  A  CASE  OF  GLAN- 
DERS OB  OF  SUSPECTED  GLANDERS. 

1.  Whenever  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  a  horse  or  other  animal  has  the 
glanders  or  has  been  exposed  to  the  disease,  he  should  be  entirely  separated 
from  all  other  animals  susceptible  to  the  disease  until  from  an  examination  or 
from  repeated  examinations  by  a  competent  Teterinary  surgeon  it  can  be  posi- 
tively determined  whether  the  horse  or  other  animal  has  the  disease,  or,  in 
case  of  a  possible  exposure,  whether  he  has  without  contracting  the  disease 
passed  the  maximum  period  of  incubation. 

2.  Notice  of  a  case  or  of  a  suspected  case  of  glanders  should  at  once  be 
given  to  the  health  oflScer  of  the  township,  city,  or  village  in  which  the  horse 
may  be  owned  or  kept,  and  all  persons  who  might  have  anything  to  do  with 
the  suspected  animal  should  be  warned  of  the  danger  which  they  incur.  As 
few  persons  as  possible  should  go  near  the  suspected  animal,  and  they  should 
be  instructed  and  enjoined  to  take  all  possible  precautions  against  contracting 
the  disease  or  conveying  it  to  others,  they  should  avoid  his  breath,  keep  to  the 
windward  side,  avoid  receiving  on  an  abraded  skin  any  discharges,  etc. 

3.  No  glandered  horse*  or  horse  suspected  to  be  infected  with  glanders, 
should  be  taken  or  allowed  to  be  taken  into  any  field,  common,  road,  building, 
or  other  place  frequented  or  liable  to  be  frequented  by  other  horses  or  by  other 
animals  susceptible  to  the  disease. 

4.  When  a  horse  is  known  to  have  the  disease  he  should  at  once  be  killed, 
and  the  carcass  should  be  buried  deep  in  the  earth. 

5.  The  feed  boxes,  mangers,  racks,  etc.,  at  which  he  may  have  eaten,  and 
anything  of  the  kind  which  he  may  have  been  in  the  habit  of  biting  or  rub- 
bing should  be  burned.  Any  post  or  fence  at  which  he  may  have  stood  should 
be  destroyed.  The  harness,  baiter,  wagon-pole,  neck-yoke,  combs,  brushes, 
etc.,  which  may  have  been  used  on  or  about  the  horse  should  either  be  burned 
or  thoroughly  disinfected.  The  safest  way,  and  therefore  the  most  economical 
way,  is  to  destroy  whatever  by  contact  or  association  with  the  glandered  horse 
may  have  become  a  means  of  communicating  the  disease. 

6.  The  stable  in  which  there  has  been  a  glandered  horse  should  at  once  be 
•destroyed  or,  if  it  be  practicable,  thoroughly  disinfected,  by  burning  therein  at 
least  two  and  one-half  pounds  of  sulphur  to  every  1,000  cubic  feet  of  air  space 
therein. 

7.  Though  some  persons  seem  more  susceptible  to  glanders  than  do  others, 
and  some  animals  than  other  animals  of  the  same  species,  the  greatest  precau- 
tion should  be  taken  to  keep  all  from  exposure ;  for  in  no  case  of  exposure  is 
there  certainty  of  escape  from  the  disease. 
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KEED  OP  LEGISLATION  BELATIVE  TO  QLAKDBBS. 

If  sections  1699,  1700,  1703,  aud  1704  of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871,  or  other 
statutes,  do  not  give  the  local  board  of  health  ample  authority  to  kill  a  glan- 
dered  horse,  or  other  glandered  animal,  it  would  seem  that  a  law  should  be 
passed  authorizing  the  board,  on  the  certificate  of  an  expert  that  an  animal 
has  the  glanders,  to  order  it  killed.  There  should  also  be  a  law  by  which  the 
local  board  may  restrain  from  all  places  where  he  might  commuiiicate  the 
disease  a  horse  or  other  animal  suspected  to  be  glandered,  until  his  true  con- 
dition can  be  known.  Concerning  this  subject  the  following  communication 
has  been  received  from  Dr.  Henry  F.  Lyster,  of  Detroit,  member  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health : — 

*' I  understand  that  there  is  no  law  in  this  State  which  preTenta  horsea  diaewd  with  glanden 
or  farcy  from  goinc  at  large  or  being  used  at  serrice.  Is  this  so?  Also  that  ther«  is  no  law  order- 
ing their  destruction,  etc.,  etc.  If  this  is  so,  would  it  not  be  well  to  procure  one?  A  friend  of 
mine  here  killed  three  horses  in  one  of  his  stables  this  year,  for  glanders,  and  came  near  losing 
all  the  horses  in  his  stable,  except  for  the  timely  discovery." 

In  the  letter  transmitting  his  report  of  a  case  of  acute  glanders  in  man, 
mentioned  before.  Dr.  Duftield  said : — 

**The  widow  of  this  man  sought  to  bring  action  against  the  horse-Jookey  wbo  was  the  means  of 
her  husband's  death;  but  there  is  no  law  which  holds  a  man  liable  for  the  sale  of  a  glandered 
horse,  nor  can  a  man  be  compelled  to  kill  a  glandered  horse,  nor  be  even  oompellecl  to  keep  him  at 
home,— this  is  *  free  Michigan.*  ** 

In  a  report  to  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  (page  145  of 
the  Beport  of  the  U.  S.  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  concerning  Dise(ue  Prt- 
vailvig  among  Swine  and  other  Domestic  Animah»  made  to  the  President  ia 
February,  1878),  Prof.  Law  says  concerning  glanders : — 

"Highly  contagious  and  deadly  not  only  to  horses  but  to  man,  this  affection  ia  one  that  demands 
the  most  stringent  measures  for  its  extirpation.  And  yet  we  are  doomed  to  see  the  Tictima  of  thi« 
disease  freely  exposed  in  public,  kept  in  livery  stables,  watered  at  public  drinking-trongha,  worked 
on  threshing-machines  which  travel  from  farm  to  Airm,  where  the  diseased  animals  feed  from  the 
mangers  and  drink  from  the  buckets  of  the  other  horses,  and  palmed  off  on  nnanspecting  eaatonen, 
who  little  know  that  they  are  purchasing  a  deadly  i>oison,  which  may  cat  off  their  stook  and  then* 
selves  by  a  most  loathsome  and  painful  disease.  And  in  this  State  of  New  Toik  our  only  redress  is 
by  an  action  for  damages  against  the  vendor  when  the  disease  has  wrought  Its  dire  work  npon  man 
or  beast.  This  is  truly  a  deep  stain  on  our  civilization.  At  frequent  intervals  oyer  this  region  we 
find  active  centers  of  this  dread  disease,  but  are  legally  helpless  to  apply  any  eficlent  cheek.** 

Concerning  the  power  of  a  local  board  of  health  under  the  present  laws  in 
Michigan  to  destroy  a  glandered  horse,  the  following  opinion  has  been  expressed 
by  Hon.  LeRoy  Parker,  of  Flint,  committee  of  this  Board  on  legislation  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  : — 


U  ri 


The  question  has  sometimes  arisen  whether  animals  affected  with  a  contagious 
disease  may  be  summarily  destroyed.  The  general  rule  seems  to  be  that  so  long  as 
the  owner  restrains  the  animals  upon  his  own  premises,  no  person  has  the  right  to 
kill  them ;  but  if  they  are  suffered  to  go  at  large,  or  If  they  escape  from  the  owner's 
custody,  the  owner  of  the  premises  upon  which  they  escape,  may  kill  them  if  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  his  own  animals.*  In  the 'case  of  horses  alTected  with 
glanders,  which  is  recognized  as  an  incurable  disease,!  and  one  which  may  commonl- 

•Wood's  Law  of  Nuisances,  Sec.  «37. 
tllanorer's  Law  of  Horses,  p.  70. 
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cate  all  its  loathsomeness  and  fatality  to  haman  beings,  there  Is  no  question  but  what 
a  board  of  health  would  be  protected  in  destroying  them  wherever  found,  after  due 
notice  to  the  owners,  if  in  their  opinion  it  was  necessary  for  the  public  health.  This 
protection,  however,  would  only  be  afforded  in  case  the  disease  was  actually  the 
glanders.'* 

The  following  quotatiou  from  the  English  law  and  suggestions  concerning 
its  adaptation  to  the  conditions  of  this  countrv  are  taken  from  a  Report  on 
Glanders  by  James  Law,  M.  R.  C.  V.  S.,  Proftsgor  of  Veterinary  Science  in 
Gornell  University,  published  in  the  Journal  of  the  New  York  State  Agricul- 
tural Society  for  July,  1869,  vol.  XIX,  pages  139-140 :— 


<i 


«i 


The  English  law  runs  thus  (16  and  17  Vict.  C.  42.)  :— 


*  That  any  person  bringing  or  attempting  to  bring,  any  horse,  or  other  animal,  into  any  market, 
fair,  or  other  public  place  where  animals  are  commonly  exposed  for  sale,  knowing  such  horse  or 
other  animal  to  be  infected  with  or  laboring  under  the  disease  called  glanders;  and  any  person 
taming  out,  keeping  or  depasturing  any  horse  or  other  animal  infected  with  or  laboring  under  any 
such  disease,  in  or  upon  tmy/orett,  watte,  moor,  mar  ah,  heath,  common,  waHe-kmO,  open  field,  road- 
Hde,  or  other  undivided  or  uninetoted  land,  ahall,  on  conviction  of  any  e\tch  offenee,  forfeit  cmd  pay  any 
eum  noi  exceeding  twenty  pound*.* 

^YoT  that  portion  which  we  have  italicized  something  of  the  nature  of  the  fol- 
lowing might  he  suhstltutcd:— 

*'  *  In  any  uninclosed  land  or  place,  or  in  any  enclosure  in  or  from  which  It  may  come  into  contact 
with,  or  into  close  proximity  to,  other  snimals,  shall,  on  couTictien  of  any  such  offense,  forfeit 
and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.* 

^  This  would  reach  certain  conditions,  such  as  stables  with  stalls  let  to  diflerent 
persons,  to  wliich  the  English  law  does  not  directly  apply. 
^  A  clause  should  be  added  embodying  some  such  provisions  as  the  following: — 

***That  any  person  haying  in  his  possession,  or  under  his  control,  in  any  such  public  or  exposed 
plaee,  a  horse,  ass,  or  mule  with  a  running  from  its  nose  and  a  hard  knotted  swelling  on  the  Inner 
side  of  his  Jaw  blade,  and  who  shall  haye  failed  to  submit  said  animal  to  examination  by  an  expert, 
whom  the  authorities  shall  name  for  that  purpose,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  any  sum  not  exceeding 
.  And  said  expert  is  hereby  empowered  to  order  the  slaughter  of  such  animal  in  case  it  shall 
be  found  to  be  suffering  from  glanders;  or  if  its  symptoms  are  eqnlTocal,  he  shall  retain  it  in  safe 
keeping.  In  a  place  under  his  own  control,  and  apart  from  all  healthy  animals,  until  the  true  nature 
of  its  malady  shall  haye  been  ascertained.'  '* 

The  following  regulations  wero  adopted  by  the  Rhode  Island  Board  of  Cattle 
Gommissioners.  The  Legislature  abolished  this  Board  and  conferred  its  powers 
on  the  State  Board  of  Health.  Substantially  the  same  regulations  were  then 
adopted  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  April  22,  1878. 

HEGULATIONS  OF  THE  RHODE  ISLAND  BOARD  OF  CATTLE  COMMISSIONERS, 

ADOPTED  MARCH  7.  1S78. 

**  1.  The  owners  of,  or  any  person  having  the  care  of,  any  horse  or  other  animal,  knowing  the  same 
to  haTe  the  disease  called  glanders,  or  farcy,  shall  keep  such  horse  or  other  animal  apart  and  sep- 
arate from  all  other  horses  or  animals. 

**%.  The  owner,  or  any  person  having  the  care  of  any  horse  or  otheranimal,  knowing  the  same  to 
have  the  disease  called  glanders  or  farcy,  shall  not  lead,  nor  drire,  nor  permit  such  horse  or  other 
animal  to  go  in  or  over  any  public  street,  road,  lane,  or  highway  in  this  State. 

**8.  Any  Teterinary  surgeon  or  other  person  who  shall  have  knowledge  of  any  horse  or  other 
animal  that  has  the  disease  called  glanders  or  farcy,  shall  report  the  existence  and  location  of  such 
case  of  disease  to  some  member  of  the  Cattle  Commission,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  recelT* 
Ing  knowledge  of  the  same. 
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**  The  regulations  passed  Jane  9, 1877,  are  rescinded. 

*'  Tlio  penalty  for  failure  to  comply  with  the  above  regulations,  as  fixed  by  section  8,  chapter tt, 
of  the  General  Statutes,  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  three  hundred  dollars,  or  impriaonmeat  not  ezeaed. 
ing  one  year. 

*<The  llrst  section  of  the  same  chapter  provides  that  any  person  who  shall  knowingly  expose  a 
horse  or  other  animal  having  any  infectious  or  contagions  disease  to  other  horses  or  animals  not 
infected  with  such  disease,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars*  nor  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars.  ^ 

*<  Section  7  provides  that  any  person  who  shall  sell  or  offerto  $ell  any  hor$e  or  other  dmnetfUc  fiiifsisr, 
known  to  him  to  be  infected  with  any  contagious  disease,  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  one  tboi. 
sand  dollars,  or  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years,  or  both  at  the  discretion  of  the  eonrt." 

DUTIES  OF  LOCAL  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

The  duty  of  enforcing  legal  measures  for  the  restriction  and  prevention  of 
glanders,  so  far  as  the  present  laws  of  the  State  have  any  bearing  on  the  snb- 
ject,  devolves  in  great  part  on  the  local  board  of  health.  The  success  of  any 
measures  adopted  by  the  board  depends  on  the  promptness  with  which  they  are 
undertaken  and  the  completeness  with  which  they  are  carried  out.  It  is 
desirable  that  no  outbreak  of  glanders  may  find  a  board  of  health  unprepared 
for  prompt  and  summary  action.  The  adoption  of  a  set  of  regulations  requir- 
ing all  glandered  animals  to  be  restrained  from  contact  with  other  animals 
and  with  man,  and  requiring  immediate  notice  of  a  case  of  glanders  to  be 
given  to  the  board  of  health,  will  serve  as  a  warning  of  the  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended from  the  disease,  and  in  the  event  of  the  occurrence  of  a  case  of 
glanders  within  its  jurisdiction  will  enable  the  health  officer  of  the  board 
without  delay  to  proceed  with  some  measures  for  its  restriction.  The  following 
regulations  are  recommended  for  adoption  by  local  boards  of  health  throughout 
the  State.  They  have  received  the  approval  of  Hon.  LeBoy  Parker,  of  Flint, 
a  member  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  and  its  committee  on  legislation  in 
the  interests  of  public  health,  to  whom  the  author  of  this  paper  is  indebted  for 
valuable  suggestions  concerning  that  part  of  the  paper  which  relates  to  existing 
or  proposed  legal  measures.  The  blanks  are,  of  course,  to  be  filled  with  the 
word  ** township,"  **city,"  or  "village,'*  as  the  case  may  be. 


REGULATIONS  CONCERNING  GLANDERS  OR  FARCY 

ADOPTED   JBT   THE    BOARD   OF    HEALTH    OP    THE  OF,  ,  COUKTT,   MICH.* 

Glanders  in  horses  or  other  animals  is  a  disease  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  because  it  ii  often 
communicated  to  man,  and  in  a  majority  of  cases  proyes  fatal.  As  a  means  of  preTentlng  Its  com- 
munication to  men,  the  board  of  health  of  the of  — ,  county  of ,  State  of  Michigan,  herelry, 

on  this  the  —  day  of ,  A.  D.  18—,  adopts  the  following  regulations  for  the  restriotioii  and 

preyention  of  glanders  within  its  jurisdiction :~ 

1.  The  owner  or  owners  of  a  horse  or  other  animal,  and  the  person  or  persons  baTing  the  care  of 

a  horse  or  other  animal,  within  this ,  knowing  or  haying  reason  to  belieye  the  same  to  tiaye  the 

disease  called  glanders  or  farcy,  shall  keep  such  horse  or  other  animal  separate  and  apart  firom  all 
other  animals, 

•See  penalties  for  yiolation  of  rules  made  by  local  boards,  sec  16M,  compiled  laws  of  1S71. 
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A  htad,  knotted  iwelliDg  on  the  Inner  tide  of  the  under  jaw  bUde,  together  with  a  running  from 
the  nose  of  a  horse,  ass,  or  mule,  affords  "reason  to  belteye"  (until  the  question  is  otherwise 
decided  by  a  competent  yeterinarian)  that  the  animal  has  the  disease  called  glanders;  and 
this  belief  is  strengthened  if  the  animal  has  ulcers  on  the  membrane  lining  the  nose.  Boils  or 
buboes  (on  a  horse,  ass,  or  mule)  which  soon  open  and  form  ulcers  with  inflamed  or  corroded 
•dges,  together  with  cord-iike  swellings  near  the  ulcers,  or  knotted  swellings  of  the  adjacent 
lymphatic  glands,  afford  **  reasons  to  beiieye  "  that  the  animal  has  the  form  of  glanders  called  fiircy. 

S.  No  owner  of  a  horse  or  other  animal,  and  no  person  haying  the  care  of  a  horse  or  other  animal, 
knowing  or  haying  reason  to  beiieye  the  same  to  liaye  the  disease  called  glanders  or  farcy,  shall 
lead,  or  driye  such  animal,  or  permit  it  to  go,  in  or  oyer  any  public  common,  street,  road,  highway, 

lane,  or  alley  in  this ;  or  water  such  horse  or  other  animal,  or  suffer  it  to  drink,  at  any  public 

watering  trough,  pail,  or  spring;  or  suffer  such  diseased  horse  or  animal  to  be  kept  in  any  enclos- 
are  in  or  from  which  it  may  come  into  contact  with  or  close  proximity  to  any  other  animal  not 
infected  with  such  disease. 

8L  Eyery  owner  of  a  horse  or  other  animal  which  he  knows  or  has  reason  to  beiieye  has  the  dis- 
eaae  called  glanders  or  &rcy,  and  eyery  person  haying  care  of  such  an  animal,  within  this  ~ , 
•hall  at  once  giye  notice  of  the  disease  and  of  the  location  of  the  diseased  animal  to  the  health 
oflieer  of  this  — ,  within  twenty-four  hours  after  receiying  knowledge  of  the  same. 

4»  Any  yeterinary  surgeon  or  person  who  acts  as  such,  who  shall  haye  knowledge  of  any  horse  or 
otler  animal  that  has  the  disease  called  glanders  or  fsrcy,  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  this  board, 

alum  report  the  existence  and  location  of  such  diseased  animal  to  the  health  officer  of  this , 

within  twenty-four  hours  after  receiying  knowledge  of  the  same. 

&  No  person  shall  knowingly  expose,  directly  or  indirectly,  a  horse  or  other  animal  having  the 
disease  called  glanders  or  fsrcy  to  any  other  horse  or  animal  not  having  such  disease. 

0.  Whoeyer  yiolates  the  proyisions  of  the  foregoing  regulations,  shall  be  liable  to  a  penalty  not 
•zeeedlngOBe  hundred  dollars.* 

Signed  .................................  ..................................... 

Clerk,  PretidenL 


Member t  of  the  Board  of 

HeaUhofthe 

of 


*  In  accordance  with  section  16M,  compiled  laws  of  1871. 


ACTIVE  MEASURES  BY   LOCAL  BOARDS  OF  HEALTH. 

Besides  pnblishiiig  these  general  regalations  for  the  restriction  of  glanders, 
in  accordance  with  section  1698  of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871,  it  seems 
desirable  that  the  board  of  health  should  by  resolution  instruct  its  health 
officer  that  on  receipt  of  information  that  there  is  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
board  a  glandered  animal  he  shall  immediately  give  notice  thereof  to  the 
the  mem^rs of  the  board,  and  forthwith  '^give  public  notice"  of  the  infected 
place  or  places,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  section  1732,  compiled 
laws  of  1871.  He  should  also  be  instructed  to  verify  the  information,  and 
if  there  be  an  actual  case  of  glanders  or  farcy,  to  carry  out  some  such  general 
measures  for  the  restriction  and  prevention  of  the  disease  as  are  given  on  page 
329  of  this  Report,  except  the  destruction  of  the  horse ;  this  would  seem  to 
require  that  the  board  shall  be  convinced  that  the  animal  really  has  the 
glanders,  or  is  dangerous  to  the  public  health,  and  that  the  board  shall  give 
the  proper  notice  and  order  that  the  animal  be  destroyed. 
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HaviDg  received  reliable  information  of  a  glandered  animal  within  its  jaris- 
diction,  the  board  of  health  should  at  once  set  to.  work  to  secare  the  destraction 
of  the  dangerous  animal,  by  legal  notice  and  order  of  the  board,  under  sections 
1C99,  1700,  1701,  1703,  and  1704  of  the  compiled  laws  of  1871.  While  no 
glandered  animal  should  be  permitted  to  live  to  endanger  the  lives  of  men,  the 
right  of  a  board  of  health  to  destroy  an  animal  is  derived  from  the  fact  that 
its  existence  is  a  danger  to  the  health  or  lives  of  men ;  therefore  it  is  important 
that  the  board  should  not  destroy,  as  glandered,  an  animal  which  is  free  from 
glanders  or  farcy.  If,  in  coming  to  a  decision,  the  members  of  the  board 
make  use  of  the  best  available  veterinary  skill,  they  should  be  able  to  decide 
correctly  and  to  defend  their  action  in  court  if  called  on  sa  to  do. 


The  author  of  this  papei*  makes  no  claim  for  any  addition  of  new  facts  to 
existing  knowledge  on  the  subject  of  glanders,  though  ho  has  ventured  to  suggest 
a  few  explanations  of  facts  hitherto  known ;  but  he  hopes  that  from  this  grouping 
of  well-established  facts  and  evident  considerations  of  public  policy,  clearer 
ideas  of  the  disease  may  prevail  among  the  people,  and  improved  methods  may 
be  adopted  for  the  protection  of  the  people  of  this  State  from  this  loathsome 
and  dangerous  disease,  by  means  of  which  methods  such  horrible  deaths  as  are 
herein  recorded  as  having  .occurred  in  this  State  may  be  prevented. 

HENBY  B.  BAKER, 

Commutes. 
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A  Compilation  BMod,  in  Great  Part,  apon  Reports  \j  tlie 

METEOROLOGICAL    OBSERVERS 


FOR  THB 


STATE   BOARD    OF   HEALTH: 

COKPILVD    AMD    PbEPABED    IN    THE    OFFICE  OF    THE    SeCSBTABT    OF    THE    BOABD, 

Lamsimo,  Michigan. 


■a 
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THE  PRINCIPAL  METEOROLOGICAL    CONDI- 
TIONS IN  MICHIGAN  DURING 
THE   YEAR  1878. 


In  the  Report  of  this  Board  for  1878  was  published  a  study  of  some  of  the 
priucipal  meteorological  conditions  in  Michigan  in  the  calendar  year  1877. 
That  study  is  here  continued  for  the  year  1878.  The  reports  here  compiled 
were  received  from  the  observers  a  compilation  of  whose  reports  was  pub- 
lished for  the  year  1877,  and  from  two  others,  Drs.  A.  W.  Nicholson,  of 
Otisville,  and  J.  S.  Beeves,  of  Miles.  Dr.  H.  T.  Calkins,  however,  removed 
in  January,  1878,  from  Fife  Lake  to  Petoskey,  and  his  observations  were 
interrupted  for  that  month.  At  the  Asylum  for  the  Insane  at  Kalamazoo, 
Dr.  E.  H.  Van  Deusen  was  succeeded,  in  March,  1878,  as  medical  superin- 
tendent, by  Dr.  Qeo.  G.  Palmer.  The  observations  continue  to  be  made, 
however,  by  Mr.  A.  M.  Mnnn.  The  names  of  observers  and  their  places  of 
observation  are  stated  in  Exhibit  9.  Observations  not  for  the  entire  year  or 
nearly  the  whole  year  have  not  been  used  in  this  article.  Some  new  meteor- 
ological stations  were  established  during  the  year  1878,  and  several  of  the 
observers  were  supplied  with  additional  instruments.  The  methods  of  record- 
ing and  of  stating  the  meteorological  conditions  were  fully  stated  in  the 
Report  for  1878,  and  need  not  hero  be  repeated. 

EXHIBIT  0,—Name8  of  ObserverM  vjhoie  Reports  are  aummarized  in  the  following 
Meteorological  Tables  and  Diagrams^  their  Places  of  Observation^  and  the  Counties 
and  Geographical  Divisions  of  the  JState^  in  vfhich  these  Places  are  situated. 


XAMK  OF  OnSERVER. 


H.  T.  Calkins,  M.  D 

LeeS.  Cobb 

Prof.  R.  C.  Kedzie,  M.  1>. 
A.  W.  NichoUon»  M.  D... 
John  8.  Caulkins,  M.  D... 

John  Bell,  M.  D 

James  S.  Reeves,  M.  I)... 
J.U.Kollogg.  M.  D 


Placr  or  OstSaVATIO!!. 


Petoskey «. 

Nirvana 


Lyman  P.  Alden,  Siipt.  State 
Pablic  SchooL 

E.  II.  Van  Deusen.tM.  D I 

Geo.  O.  Paimer,^  M.  !>._ ) 

Edwin  Stewart,  M.  D 


Harrison  Peters,  M.  D.. 
Prof.  L.  Mc  Louth 


Thea  V.  Van   Ileusen,  Sorgt. 

U.  S.  Signal  Service. 
P.   W.    Iliggins,  Siipt.   Wood. 

Mere  Cemetery. 


State  Agricultural  College, 

near  Lansing. 
Otisville 

Thomville 

Benton  Uarbor 

Niles 

Battle  Creek 

Cold  water 


ComTY. 


State   Asylum  for  Insane, 

Kalamazoo. 
Mendon 


Tecumseh 


State  Normal  School,  Ypsi. 

lantt 
Detroit 


Woodmere  Cemetery,  nvar 
Detroit. 


Emmet 

iJike 

Ingham  

Genesee 

Lapeer 

Berrien 

Berrien 

Calhoun 

Branch 

Kalamazoo.. 
St.  Joseph... 
Lenawee.... 
Washtenaw. 

Wayne 

Wayne 


Oeooiaphical  Bms. 

ion  OrTttSBTATZ.* 


Northern. 

Western. 

Central. 

Central. 

Bay  and  Eastern. 

South  Western. 

South.  Western. 

Southorn-CentraL 

Southern-Central. 

Southcrn-Central. 

Southern<?ontral. 

Sonthern-Central. 

{touthern.Central. 

Sou  th-Eas  tern. 

South-Eastern. 


•  The  counties  included  in  each  Division  are  stnte<l  in  Exhibit  I,  page  I53L 
t  For  nrst  three  months  of  the  year.       X  For  last  nine  mouths  of  the  year. 
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EXHIBIT  lO.-^Statements  of  Meteorological  Conditions  in  the  Year  and  in  each  Month  oj 
the  Year  1878^  Compared  with  Annual  and  Monthly  Averages  for  1877  and  for  seceml 
Stated  Periods  of  Years^—froni  Observations  at  the  State  AgricuUural  College^  near 
Lansing,  Michigan. 


METEOROLOGI- 

1878 CuMPAKin  WITH 

Avkraom  ros  Pre. 

VIOL'S  Years. 

In  1878 
Blore(  +  ),or 

Le«(-) 
than  in  1877. 

METEOROLOGI. 
CAL  CONDI- 
TIONS. 

1878  Compared  with 
Avkraors  fob  Prb. 

VIOt'S  TSAISb 

Ill  1878 

CAL  CONDI- 
TIONS. 

No. 

or  Years 
AvcFMged, 

ending 
with  1877. 

More  (■♦-),  or 

Lvm  (-),  In 

1878  limn 

tbo  Average 

No. 

of  Yean, 

Averaged 

ending 

with  1877. 

Xore(+),or 

Le«  (-).  in 

1878  tiian 

the  Avenge. 

Mors  C+),  or 

Le-(-). 
than  ia  lb77. 

Year  1878. 
Temperature... 

14 

+  r.76F. 

+  0».87 

YEAR  1878.- 

CorUinuctL 

Rainfall 

14 

+ 1.66  in. 

-5.41  in. 

Range  of  Temp. 

Av.  Daily  iiange 

of  Temp 

Cloudiness 

O 

8 
14 

-11»* 
-2».24t 
-1  per  ct. 

-2» 

-2*.50t 
+5  perct. 

Day  Ozone 

Night  Ozone 

Atmospheric 
Pressure 

6 

6 

14 

-0.80$ 
-0.82; 
+  .0411n. 

-aifit 
+o.iot 

-.013  Id. 

January. 

February. 

Temperature... 
3ionlhly  liange 

ofTeinp 

Av.  Daily  Range 

of  Temp 

14 
5 
8 

+  7M8F. 
-2».78t 

+ 10».97 
-9«» 

-3«».52t 

Temperature... 
Monthly  Range 

of  Temp. 

Av.  Daily  Range 

of  Temp. 

14 
5 
8 

+  8«.97r. 
+  4«* 

-1.44t 

-4».2« 

+  16* 
-0«.31t 

Cloudiness 

14 

+  2  per  ct. 

+  12  perct. 

Cloudiness 

14 

-8  per  ct. 

+  15  perct. 

Rainfall 

14 

-0.68  in. 

-a21  in. 

,  Rainfall 

1 

14 

+  1.12  Id. 

+2.7410. 

Day  Ozone 

G 

-L32* 

-L13$ 

;  Day  Ozone 

6 

+  0.03; 

+a46; 

Xight  Ozone 

Atmospheric 
Pressure 

0 
14 

-1.62: 
■»-  .075  in. 

-0.55; 
+  .042  in. 

Night  Ozone 

Atmospheric 
\     Pressure 

6 
14 

-a67; 

+.014  in. 

+  LI9; 
-.098  iD. 

March. 

April. 

Temperature... 
Monthly  Range 

of  Temp 

At.  Daily  Itonge 

of  Temp 

14 
5 

8 

+ 10».08  F. 
-14"  • 
-S».23t 

+ 16».72 

! 

-IP 
-3M3t 

Temperature... 
j  Monthly  Range 

of  Temp. 

■Av.  Daily  Range 

of  Temp 

14 
5 
8 

+  4».90r. 
-19*  • 
-2.67t 

+  4*.41 
-2«.06t 

Cloudiness 

14 

+  8  perct. 

+  10  perct 

Cloudiness 

14 

+  1  perct. 

+9  perct. 

Rainfall 

14 

4-0.31in. 
-0.18; 

-2.46  In. 
-0.6U 

Rainfall 

Day  Ozone 

14 
6 

+  L86  in. 
+0.90; 

-0.38  in. 

Day  Ozone 

+a67; 

Night  Ozone 

.atmospheric 
Pressure 

6 
14 

-1.19t 
+  .Wl  iu. 

-1.12; 
+  .046  iu. 

Night  Ozone.... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure 

1 

6 

14 

-.003  in. 

+0.2Gt 
-w099io. 

May. 

June. 

Temperature... 
Monthly   Range 

of  Temp 

At.  Daily  lUngo 

of  Temp 

14 
5 

8 

-3».78  F. 
-16*  • 
-3».75| 

-3-.71 

-le* 

-3».44t 

Temperature.. 
Monthly  Range 

of  Temp. 

Av.  Daily  Range 

of  Temp 

14 
5 
8 

-4».65  F. 

+  !•• 
-l*.53f 

-2«.*I 
+  6» 
-r.57t 

Cloudiness 

J4 

+  2  perct. 

+  20  perct. 

Cloudiness 

14 

-a  per  et. 

-0  per  ct. 

Rainfall 

14 

+  0.63  in. 

+  L21in. 

Rainfall 

14 

-0.78  Id. 

-0.38  in. 

Day  Ozone 

G 

+  0.29* 

+  0.6S; 

Day  Ozone 

6 

+ai2; 

O.0Qt 

Night  Ozone 

Atmospheric 
Presdurc 

G 
11 

-0.14* 
+  .046  in. 

+  1.16* 
-.043  in. 

Night  Ozone 

Atmospheric 
Pressure 

6 
14 

+o.w; 

+  .035  Id. 

+aio; 

4- .010  in. 

*  By  registering  thermometers.       f  By  observations  at  7  A.  M.,  2  P.  M.,  and  9  P.  M.,  daily. 
;  Degrees,  by  scale  of  10  degrees  of  coloration  of  Sch<Vnbein*s  test-paper,  expoiod  from  7  A.  IL  te 
3  P.  M.,  for  the  day  observation;  find  from  9  P.  M.  to  7  A.  M.,  for  the  Dight  obserratlon. 
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EXHIBIT  10.— Continued.— ifeCtforotoj/fcaZ  CondUions  in  Months  of  the   Year  1878^ 
Compared  with  Averages  for  Corresponding  Months  in  Preceding  Years, 


1878  COMPAIKD  WITH 

▲VRBAOcs  ruB  Paz. 

1878  CoMPASCD  wrra 
AvcKAQics  POB  Paz. 

METEOROLOGI. 

VIOVS 

YZABS. 

In  1878 
lIore(-i-),or 

L«w(-). 
tlian  in  1477. 

METIEOROLOai. 
CAL  CONDI. 
TIONS. 

VI0U8 

YZAIS. 

In  ]878 

CAL  CONDI. 
TIONS. 

No. 

of  Yt«n 

Averaged, 

eDiliiiK 
wiUi  ltf77. 

Mor^  (•!-),  or 

LeM  (-),  io 

1878  th«n 

No. 

of  Yean 

Areniged, 

More(+),or 

Le«C-).ln 

1878  Hian 

More  («),  or 

L««(-). 
than  in  1877. 

tba  Average. 

ending 
with  1877. 

the  Averagei 

Ji:ly. 

AUGUST. 

Temperature... 
Monlhly  Range 

of  Temp. 

Av.  Daily  Uange 

of  Temp 

14 
5 

8 

+  1».0»F. 
+  1».00* 
-3*.02t 

+  l«».65 
♦  3» 
-3».78t 

Temperature... 
Monlhly  Range 

of  Temp 

Av. Daily  Range 

of  Temp 

1 

14 
5 
8 

+  1M0P. 
-0M8t 

+  1«.67 
+  1» 

+o».«t 

Cloudiness 

U 

-llpcrct. 

-7  per  ct. 

'cloudiness 

1 

14 

-Operct. 

-7  per  ct. 

Rainfall 

14 
6 

-0.39  in. 
-a84^ 

+0.71  in. 
-0.6U 

Rainfall 

Day  Ozone 

14 
6 

-0.85  in. 
-Oi38: 

-4.7Sin. 

Day  Ozone 

-i.io: 

Night  Ozone.... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure . 

G 
14 

-0.90; 
•I-.071  in. 

-^03: 
+  .023  in. 

Night  Ozone... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure 

« 
14 

-a27: 

-.031  in. 

+0.49: 
-.036  In. 

Seftbmder. 

October. 

Temperature... 
Monthly  Range 

of  Temp. 

Av.  Daily  Range 

of  Temp. 

14 
6 
8 

+  3».01F. 
+  4»* 

-2*.28r 

+  r.87 
+  14» 
-l*.54t 

Temperature... 
Monlhly  Range 

of  Temp 

Av.Diiily  Range 

of  Tcmi). 

14 
5 
8 

+  0».MF. 
+  1»« 
-lM2t 

-2*.40 
0 
+  l«.96r 

Cloudiness 

14 

-5  per  ct. 

+9pcrct. 

Cloudiness 

14 

-^perct. 

-12perct. 

Rainfalls 

14 

+0.47  in. 

+  2.05  in. 

Rainlall 

14 

-0.34  in. 

-3.7Din. 

Day  Ozone 

6 

-^6i: 

-0.70: 

Day  Ozone 

6 

-0.9i: 

•0.49: 

Night  Ozone.... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure 

6 
14 

-0.78: 
+  .081  in. 

+  0.07$ 
+.036  in. 

Night  Ozone.... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure 

6 
14 

-1.99: 
+  .035  in. 

-1.22: 
+  .003111. 

NOYBMDBR. 

j 

Dbcbmbeb. 

Temperature... 
Monthly  Itange 

of  Temp 

Av.  Daily  Range 

of  Tump 

14 
5 
8 

+  1M6F. 
-1U»* 
+  l*.6St 

+  1*.09 
-14* 

+  0M0t 

Temperature.. 
Monthly  Range 

of  Temp. 

Av. Daily  Itange 

of  Temp. 

14 
5 

8 

-•3.97  F. 
-19»e 

-2.97t 

-W.28 

-?• 

-0».87t 

Cloudiness 

14 

0  per  ct. 

-5  per  ct. 

Cloudiness 

14 

+  14perct. 

+  17perct. 

Rainfall.. 

14 

-»-0.30in. 

-1.51  in. 

Rainfall 

14 

+0.47  in. 

+  LS4in. 

Day  Ozone 

A 

-a96$ 

-0.43: 

Day  Ozone 

0 

-0.04: 

+  1.38: 

Night  Ozone.... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure 

6 
14 

-1.83: 
+  .063  in. 

-0.50: 

-.018  in. 

Night  Ozone.... 
Atmospheric 
Pressure. 

0 
14 

-0.56: 
+  .103  in. 

+  1.37: 
-.033  in. 

*  By  registering  thermometers.       t  Hy  observations  at  7  A.  BL,  3  P.  M.  and  9  P.  M.,  daily. 
:  Degrees,  by  scale  of  10  degrees  of  coloration  of  Schonbein's  test- paper,  exposed  from  7  A.  M.  to 
2  P.  M.,  for  the  day  observation;  and  from  9  P.  M.  to  7  A  M.,  for  the  night  observation. 

METEOROLOGICAL  CHARACTERISTICS  OF  THR  YEAR  1S78L 

In  Exhibit  10,  pn^os  338-9,  a  comparison  is  mode,  for  the  year  and  by 
months,  of  meteorological  conditions  at  the  State  Agricultural  College,  3}  miles 
east  from  Lansing,  in  1878  and  1877,  and  of  conditions  in  1878  with  averages 
for  several  previous  years.  Such  comparisons  are  also  made  in  several  of  the 
following  exhibits,  which  also  state  the  conditions  for  1878  at  the  same  place 
of  observation,  and  the  averages  for  the  same  periods  of  previous  years. 
Observations  at  the  college  were  chosen  for  these  comparisons  because  they 
exteud  further  back  thaa  those  in  possesaiouot  the  Bo^td.  lot  ^\v^^l\.Vvsi^\aN2ciList' 
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stations,  and  because,  being  taken  near  the  center  of  the  settled  part  of  the 
State  they  may  bo  assumed  as  well  as  any  to  be  representative  of  the  couditious 
to  which  a  lar^^e  majority  of  the  people  of  the  State  arc  subject. 

The  high  tenipcratnre  in  January,  Fobrnary,  March,  April,  and  September, 
the  low  temperature  in  May,  June,  and  December,  and  the  small  range  of 
temperature  for  the  year  (11''  less  than  the  average  for  the  preceding  5  years), 
may  be  mentioned  among  the  peculiarities  of  the  year.  The  highest  tempera- 
ture recorded  at  the  Agricultural  College  in  1878  was  3^  higher  than  the 
average  highest  for  the  preceding  5  years,  while  the  lowest  was  14**  higher 
than  the  average  lowest  for  the  same  time. 

DIAGRAMS  OF  METEOROLOGICATi  CONDITIONS  IN  1878. 

As  for  1877,  so  also  for  1878  diagrams  have  been  prepared  graphically 
representing  the  changes  in  the  several  meteorological  conditions  tabulated, 
from  month  to  month  throughout  the  year.  These  diagrams,  it  has  been  the 
aim  to  make  as  nearly  ^elf-explanatory  as  possible.  The  intersection  of  the 
irregular  lino  representing  conditions  at  any  locality  with  the  perpendicular 
line  for  any  month  marks  the  degree  or  the  amount  intended  to  be  indicated 
for  that  month  at  that  locality.  This  degree  or  amount  may  readily  be 
determined  by  following  the  nearest  horizontal  line  to  the  number  stated  in 
the  left-hand  margin  of  the  diagram,  and,  if  necessary,  adding  or  subtracting 
according  to  the  distance  of  the  said  point  of  intersection  above  or  below  that 
horizontal  line.  In  the  tables  these  conditions  are  definitely  stated,  and  to 
the  tables  reference  may  easily  be  made  from  any  diagram  by  considering  the 
subject  of  the  diagram.  For  convenience  of  reference,  the  diagrams  are  in 
most  cases  printed  opposite  the  tables  from  which  thoy  are  made,  and  which 
they  are  designed  to  illustrate.  Diagrams  X.,  XL,  and  XII.,  relating  to  the 
direction  of  the  wind,  arc  somewhat  differently  constructed  and  require  a 
separate  explanation. 

DIAGRAMS  X.,  XI.,  AND  XII.,  RELATIVE  TO  TUB  DIRECTION  OF  THE  WIND. 

The  figures  or  separate  groups  of  lines  in  these  diagrams  are  designed  to 
indicate  the  number  and  the  proportion  of  regular  observations  at  which  the 
wind  was  blowing  from  each  of  the  eight  principal  points  of  the  compass  at 
the  places  and  for  the  periods  of  time  stated  in  the  margin.  The  points  of 
compass  are  represented  as  is  usually  done  on  maps,  namely, — north,  by  the 
top  of  the  page ;  south,  by  the  bottom  ;  east,  by  the  right-hand ;  and  west,  by 
the  left-hand  side.  Each  figure  consists  of  lines  drawn  to  a  common  center 
from  some  or  all  of  the  following  directions  on  the  page,  and  indicating  that 
at  the  time  of  observation  the  wind  blew  from  points  of  the  compass  as 
follows:  Lines  toward  the  common  center  from  the  top  of  the  page  indicate 
that  the  wind  blew  from  the  north ;  from  the  right-hand  side,  that  the  wind 
was  from  the  east ;  from  the  bottom  of  the  page,  that  it  was  from  the  south  ; 
from  the  left-hand  side,  that  it  was  from  the  west;  from  tlie  upper  left-hand 
corner;  that  it  was  from  the  north-west;  from  the  upper  right-hand  corner, 
that  it  was  from  the  north-east ;  from  the  lower  right-hand  corner,  that  it  was 
from  the  south-east;  from  the  lower  left-hand  corner,  that  it  was  from  the 
south-west.  The  length  of  each  line  denotes  the  number  of  regular  observa- 
tions at  which  the  wind  blew  from  the  given  direction,  .01  of  an  inch  being 
the  unit,  or  the  length  of  the  line  for  one  observation.  The  circles  indicate 
calms,  the  numher  of  regular  observations  at  which  there  was  no  wind  being 
denoted  by  the  length  of  the  radius  of  the  circle  drawn  about  the  point  of 
convergence  of  the  lines  for  a  given  place  or  period  of  time,  the  length  for  one 
obaervution  being,  as  before,  .01  ol  au\v\Q.\\. 
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TKXPEItATUBE. 

The  average  daily  temperature  in  18T8  at  14  localitiei  vaa  liighcr  by  0.67  de- 
grees [liitii  the  average  ut  li  luculities  in  1877,  most  of  the  localities  being  the 
same  iu  each  year.  Ezliibtt  1 L  states  by  iiionths  and  for  the  year  tlte  average 
terii[K!ruturc  fur  lit  localities  iu  1877,  and  for  14  localities  in  1878,  and  also  the 
amount  by  whicli  the  temperature  was  higher  or  lower  in  1878  than  iu  1877. 
The  uiuBt  marked  diScrences  between  the  two  ycurs  oecurrcd  in  Juimary, 
March,  and  December,  the  average  for  March  being  15  degrees  higher, 
and  that  for  December  being  13  degrees  lower,  in  1878  than  in  1877. 
Though  the  average  for  Ftbruury  was  2  degrees  lower  in  18T8  than  in  1877, 
for  biitl)  years  this  was  a  very  warm  month.  It  will  be  remembered  that 
in  1817  February  and  December  were  unnaually  wunu,  and  March  was  unusu- 
ally cold,  while  January  was  more  than  3  degrees  colder  than  the  average 
January  temperature  for  the  14  years  ending  with  and  including  1877. 
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EXIItBIT  ia.— ChmpqrftonJ  o/ the  Average  Temperature  ( Degreti  F.)  in  ttie  Tear,  and  in 
weA  jVonlA  of  Ike  Year  1878.  uith  the  ^nHtctf  and  MoMhi)/  Averaget  for  (A«  Year  1877, 
and  for  Ule  Fuwleen  Yrari  lSe4-77.-~C'implled  in  the  OJHee  of  the  State  Board  of 
U'aUh,  frotuBecordM  of  Of-oereatinnM  at  7  A.  M..2  I',  if.,  ami  9  P.  M..  Oailt,inade  ^ 
I'T'if.  11.  C.  Kt'ltle.  at  thu  Hiate  Asp-ieultHrnl  CulUge,  near  Laming,  Michigan,  and  near 
th«  C'«Kltr  <if  Uu  tMeklg-ftiled  purl  of  the  Utate. 
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EXHIBIT  IS.^Average  Temperature  for  the  14  Years,  lS64-77y  Variations  int?ie  Average 
Temperature  for  each  of  the  14  Years,  1S64-77,  and  for  1878,  from  the  Average  Te^i^^^ 
ature  for  this  Period,  and  in  the  Average  Temperature  of  every  Month  of  the  same  Years 
from  the  Average  Temperature  for  the  Corresponding  Months  of  the  Period;  also^  Average 
arul  Extreme  Annual  and  Monthly  Variations  {in  the  Average  TempertUure)  for  the  same 
Period.^Observations  made  at  7  A.  M,,2  P,  M.,  and  9  P.  M.,  Daily ^  by  Prof.  i?.  C. 
Kedzie,  at  the  State  Agricultural  College,  near  Lansing,  Michigan, 
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TiiR  14  Ykabs,  1864-77. 
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Av.  Temp.,   U  ( 
Years,  18tf4-77* 

46.53 

21.0:) 

21.10 

45.65 

+  .21 

54.35 

68.73 

71.95 

60.05 

60.14 
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8113 

SSlM 
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+  .7U 
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1865 1+1^ 

-.83 

+  8.49 
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+  14(i 
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+  .09 
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-.19 
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•  The  statements  of  the  avcrngc  temperature  by  months  an<l  for  the  sevoral  years,  on  which  this 
exhibit  is  based,  were  taken  from  the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Michigan  StAte  BoanI  of  Afrricnlnire. 
It  trill  be  noticed  that  this  makes  the  temperature  for  seveml  mornths  in  1877  sllfchtly  different  from 
what  it  WAS  Slated  in  the  Report  of  the  State  Roant  of  Health  for  1878,  and  elsewhere  in  this  Report, 
as  compiled  in  this  office  from  copies  of  the  Agricultural  (;ollefrc  registers.  The  discrepancies  may 
have  arisen  from  errors  in  computation,  or  in  copying,  or  in  printing. 

t'The  average  variation  for  the  168  monthsof  the  14  years,  1864-77,  is  2*.fl0;  the  extreme  range,  S5*.tt. 
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At  tbo  Afi^ricultural  Collcgo  the  average  daily  temperature  was  higher  bj  0.87 
degrees  in  1878  than  in  1877,  and  1.76degree8  higher  than  the  average  for  the  14 
preceding  years,  at  the  same  place ;  and  the  range  of  temperature  for  the  year 
1878  was  two  degrees  less  than  for  1877,  and  11  degrees  less  than  the  average 
range  for  the  five  preceding  years.  Exhibit  12,  page  341,  compares  the  average 
tem{)erature,  for  the  year  and  by  months,  in  1878  with  that  in  1877  and  with 
the  averajje  for  the  14  preceding  years.  Though  the  differences  are  not  the 
same  in  this  comparison  of  the  temperature  in  1878  with  that  in  1877,  at  the 
Agricultural  College,  as  when  (in  Exhibit  II)  the  average  for  14  localities  in 
1878  is  compared  with  the  average  for  12  localities  in  1877,  the  same  mouths 
are  found  to  have  been  colder,  and  the  same  warmer,  in  1878  than  in  1877,  by 
the  one  comparison  as  by  the  other. 

It  has  been  asked,  How  small  a  variation  in  the  mean  temperature  of  a 
month  from  the  average  temperature  for  that  month  for  a  period  of  years  shall 
be  considered  "unusual,"  or  when  shall  the  mean  temperature  of  a  given 
month  be  considered  usual?  This  can  be  determined  only  by  a  study  of  a 
period  of  years.  Exhibit  13,  page  342,  gives  by  months  for  each  of  the  14 
years  1864-17  the  variation  of  the  monthly  temi>erature  from  the  average  tem- 
perature for  tlie  corres?K)nding  months  of  this  {)criod,  and  also  the  variation 
in  the  annual  tem|>erature  in  each  of  the  same  years  from  the  average  annual 
temperature  for  the  period.  Of  the  1G8  months  included  in  this  period,  the 
variation  from  the  mean  monthly  temperature  was, — 

JiCSs  than  1^0,  in    37  months;  licss  than  2^5,  in   8G  months; 

I^ess  than  1^5,  in    54  months;         Less  than  3^0,  in  103  months. 

Less  than  2^0,  in  70  months; 
The  average  monthly  variation  for  the  entire  period  of  14  years  is  2°.  95.  So 
far,  then,  as  this  period  is  representative,  it  would,  at  tirst,  seem  proper  to  call 
a  variation  of  3  degrees  or  more  in  the  mean  temperature  of  a  month,  from  the 
average  temperature  for  the  corresponding  months  of  a  long  (xsriod  of  years, 
''anusuar' ;  or  to  call  any  month  in  which  the  mean  temperature  varies  more 
than  3  degrees  from  the  average  for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  period 
annsually  warm  or  cold,  as  the  case  may  be ;  and  to  call  the  temperature  of 
any  mouth  less  than  3  degrees  above  or  below  the  average  temperature  for  the 
corresponding  months  of  the  period  of  years  "usual".  But  when  it  is  consid- 
ered how  greatly  the  variations  differ  for  different  months  of  the  year,  it  will 
be  seen  than  the  term  ''usual"  as  applied  to  variations  of  the  average  tempera- 
ture of  a  month  from  the  average  for  the  corresponding  months  of  a  period 
of  years,  has  no  uniform  limits  for  different  months  of  the  year.  Perhaps  the 
Dearest  approach  to  accuracy  would  be  attained  by  calling  any  mouth 
" unusually"  warm  or  cold,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  which  the  variation  of  the 
average  temperature  from  the  average  temperature  for  that  month  throughout 
the  iieriod  is  greater  than  the  average  variation  (during  the  period)  for  that 
month.  For  the  above  period  of  years  there  were  as  many  Februaries  in  which 
the  variation  was  more  than  three  degrees,  as  Junes  in  which  it  was  more  than 
two  degrees;  and  the  average  variation  in  February  was  more  than  twice  as 
great  as  the  average  for  June. 

It  is  worthy  of  note  that,  for  this  period  of  14  years,  the  average  variation 
of  the  mean  temperature  for  any  month  from  the  average  tem|)erature  for  that 
month  during  the  period  is  least  in  June,  July,  and  August,  the  warmest 
months  of  the  year,  and  the  months  in  which  the  heat  is  principally  due  to 
direct  radiation  from  the  earth  and  the  temjx^rature  least  affected  by  convec- 
tion, or  by  winds;   that  the  greatest  variations  in  the  monthly  temperature 
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from  tlio  average  monthly  teinperatare  for  tlie  period  ocoar  m  Winter;  tmi 
that  groat  variHtionR  occur  ofte:ier  in  Winter  than  in  Summer. 

As  coinpurcd  itith  tlto  average  for  tlie  corresponding  month  for  the  11  pre- 
ceding yeaiB,  tlie  tem[ieratnre  at  the  Agricnltural  College  in  1878  was  anuBuallj 
high  in  January,  March,  April,  and  September;  nnusaallj  lov  in  May.  Jnne, 
and  December;  and  about  the  same  as  the  average  in  the  other  months  of  the 
year. 

The  difference  iu  temperature  at  the  Agricultural  College  between  the  coldest 
February  (ISTS)  and  the  vnrmcat  February  (1871)  in  the  14  years  1864r-77 
tuclusive  was  2i.'d'2  degrees,  which  is  about  equal  to  the  difference  between  the 
average  annual  temperature  of  Michigan  (46.53,  Agricnltural  College,  14  yean 
1864-77)  and  that  of  Florida  (70°. 74,  Smithsonian  Tables).     The  difference 

TABTjE  I. — Aoerage  Trmperatare.  in  Degrtet  FaK.for  the  Tear,  and  for  eacK  Month 
of  the  Tear  l878,  ai  eack  of  15  Slatlont,  aad  nl$0  the  Average  for  14  Btatbttu  in  ItieU- 
gan—ai  indtaaled  bji  (he  Average  nf  Obtervatiun*  ma<la  Dailg  at  7  A.  11^  2  P.  !£.,  a»i 
9  P.  M.,  by  Obgervert'  for  the  State  Board  of  UeaUh,  and  for  the  U.  8.  Sifpial  Service. 
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[Tlio  lines  for  seven  representative  localities  included  in  Table  I.  are  graph- 
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between  the  coldest  Juno  (18G9)  and  the  wiirnicf^t  June  (1872)  in  this  period  was 
only  7**.37,  which  is  about  equal  to  thodiilcrence  Ixjtween  the  averafre  aniuml  tem- 
perature of  Michigan  and  that  of  Maryland  (54*'.10,  Blodgctt).  Tlie  difference 
between  the  coldest  July  and  the  warmest  July  in  this  jieriod  was  ll°.59. 
The  difference  l)ctween  the  coldest  year  (IBIS)  in  this  pericll  and  the  warmest 
(1870)  was  G°.Oi>,  which  is  about  equal  to  tiie  difference  between  the  average 
annual  temi)eraturc  in  Michigan  and  that  in  West  Virginia  (5:i^26,  iSmith- 
sonian  Tables).  Exhibit  12  states  for  each  niontii  of  the  year  tiie  range  in 
average  temiwrature  for  this  period  of  14  years.  This  range  will  be  seen  to  be 
greatest  in  December,  January,  and  February,  and  least  in  Juno  and  August. 

EXniBlT  14,— Latitude  and  Longitude^  Elevation  above  Sea  Levels  and  the  Average  Tem- 
perature and  Average  Harometric  Pressure  in  JS78^  at  15  MHeoroltgical  Stntiong  in 
Michigan^ — the  Names  of  the  Stations  being  Arranged  in  order  by  Latitude^  highest  first. 


liOCALITIES  IN  ORDEB  OF  LATITUDE,— 
TIIOSE  rARTUEST  NORTH,  FIRST. 


Pctockey 

Nirrana 

OtlBTinC 

ThomTlUe 

AgricuUiirnl  CoUogc,  near  Lansing. 
Detroit  (U.  S.  SIg.  Service  Station)... 

BattleCrcck 

Woodmcro  Cemetery  (near  Detroit). 

Kalamazoo 

YpBilanti 

Btnton  Harbor 

Mcndon 

Tecnmseh 

Col^water 

NUes 


Latitiidfp 
Nurtii.* 


43»54' 

43M0' 

42''4y 

42»4'2' 

42*21' 

42»-20' 

AVW 

i-S'lS' 

42«iy 

42'S' 

42*'2' 

42'1' 

41«58' 


Lonpltadr, 

Wnt 
frum  (ir^n- 


AltltllllA 

(A|ipruxi. 
iimt«-),  abuTe 

-Fet't. 


I 


84"'57' 
8.'i''42' 
M»30' 
83«12' 

83»7' 

WW 

M-5' 

85«35' 

83"3C' 

tW»28' 

M«*2»' 

S3V7' 

M'O' 

6»1U' 


637t 

9M$ 
820^ 
073t 
89a| 
033r 
SOOf 
500t 
7d2t 
7(«t 
382t 
87-»t 
821t 

0i)5t 


Aromev 

TrmiHTil. 

til  re,  W7?*,— 
Degrues  F. 


ATrnce 

!AtniMi|ihrric 

l*r^i«nre» 

1878.— 

Inrhn  of 

Mercury. 

Currrctt^  fur 

Temp. 


!■ 


4&W^ 

47. » 

4^.22 

4!)  09 

48.29 

4I>.87 

51.46 

48.K1 

4n.l9 

:i0.25 

rii.03 

48r.O 
49.43 
49.97 
49.70 


2S.998ti 
29.040 

29.033 

29.»M 

2&631 

29.320 

29.037 

28.91SV 

29.482 

29.0J1 

29.033U 


^  Estimated  from  lines  on  a  map  of  Michigan  Issued  by  tbe  General  I^nd  Office,  Defiartment  of 
the  Interior,  1878,  except  for  Detroit  ami  AVoo«hnere  Cemetery.  The  latitude  and  longitude  of 
Detroit  and  \Voo<  I  me  re  Cemetery  were  stated  on  the  motenrological  registers  from  those  stations. 

t£stimate<1  from  data  on  'Miallroad  rrollles,"  pages  17U-187,  Annual  Uc]>ortof  the  State  Uoanl  of 
Health  for  187& 

I  Estimated  from  data  on  Tnrkabury*s  Atlns  of  the  State  of  Michigan. 

f  As  stated  on  page  613,  Rc|iort  of  the  Mirhlgan  State  llnanl  of  Agriculture  for  1878. 

R  For  last  9  months  of  the  year.    IT  For  11  months,  not  including  April. 

The  difference  in  temperature  at  the  same  time  at  places  but  a  little  separated 
is  well  illustrated  by  the  following  statement  in  a  letter  from  L.  P.  Aldon. 
Supt.  of  the  State  Public  School,  at  Coldwater: — 

^*The  State  School  thormometors  in  halls,  offices,  and  on  north  slilo  of  liuildings,  at  no  time 
roarketl  more  than  94*.  and  scarcely  that;  but  under  the  apple  trees  tbe  niercury  rose  to 96* some 
d$y&  Usually  it  stands  aliout  two'or  three  degrees  higher  In  a  hot  day  under  the  shade  trees  than 
in  or  around  our  buildings.  Thermometers  in  the  city  where  there  wa«  reflected  heat  regis, 
tqrcd  98*." 


.  When,  however,  we  compute  averages  for  complete  months — thirty  days, 
three  observations  each  day,  averaging  ninety  observations  in  each  month — we 
find  that  the  variations  tend  to  neutralize  each  otiier.  so  that  the  avcras;es  for 
the  different  stations  are  very  much  alike,  as  will  be  seen  by  Table  I.,  and 
especially  by  Diagram  I.,  where  the  lines  representing  widely  separated  stations 
rifii  close  together. 
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EXHIBIT  IQ.-^Comparison  of  the  Average  Dai^  Range  of  TemperaJturefor  the  Tear  fnd 
,for  each  Month  of  the  Tear  1878  with  Averages  for  the  8  Yeare^  1870-77^  and  for  the  Tear 
1877s— as  indicated  by  Observatione  made  at  7  A.  JIT,  2  P,  M^  and  9  P,  M^  IMift  ^1 
Prof  R,  C.  Kedzie^  at  the  State  Agricultural  College^  near  Lansing^  Michigan, 


YEARS,  ETC. 

AvKiioK  Daily  Rakqk  op  TKMPKiATvaK,— DEuaxn  Fabb. 

Annual 
Ar. 

Jan. 

Fein 

Mar. 

April. 

Maj. 

Jane. 

Jul/. 

Ang. 

Sept. 

OcL 

Not. 

Dec. 

8  Yeari,  1870-77. . 
1877 

15.80 
15.06 
13.56 

1L52 
12.26 

a74 

15.99 
14.86 
1455 

15.29 
15.19 
12.06 

16.74 
16.13 
14.07 

16.88 
16.52 
13.06 

17.33 
17.87 
15.80 

17.81 
18.07 
14.29 

17.89 
17.45 
17.71 

19.71 
18.97 
17.48 

16L89 
13.81 
Ml  77 

13.25 
1L47 
1L57 

10187 
&77 

1878 

IM 

In     1878,    Less 
than  Av.  for  8 
Years,  1870-77.. 

2.24 

2.78 

1.44 

3.23 

2.67 

3.75 

L53 

8.02 

0.18 

SL28 

L13 

L68 

vn 

In   1878,  Greater 
than  in  1877 

0.26 

1.54 

L96 

0.10 

In     187  8,    Less 
than  in  1877 

2.50 

3.52 

0.31 

&13 

2.06 

3.44 

L57 

3.78 

0.87 

HUMIDITY    OF  TUB   ATMOSPHERE. 

The  liumidity  of  the  atmospliere  bears  a  very  close  relation  to  the  tempera- 
ture,  generally  incre^ising  with  a  rise  in  the  temperature  and  decreasing  with 
a  fall.  This  is  true  even  in  respect  to  the  daily  changes  in  temperature.  The 
per  cent  of  saturation  of  the  air  with  moisture,  or  the  relative  humidity,  is, 
however,  generally  greater  the  lower  the  temperature.  Statements  of  both 
the  absolute  and  the  relative  humidity  in  1878,  and  comparisons,  in  respect  to 
both,  of  1878  with  averages  for  preceding  years,  are  given  in  the  accompany- 
ing tables  and  exhibits.  By  the  comparison  in  Exhibit  17,  page  353,  of  the 
average  absohito  liumidity  for  12  stations  in  1878  with  the  average  for  9 
stations  in  1877,  the  absolute  humidity  was  greater  in  1878  than  ia  1877  in 
every  mouth  in  which  the  temperature  was  higher  than  in  1877;  and  less  in 
every  month  in  which  the  temperature  was  lower  than  in  1877.  By  the  com- 
parison in  Exhibit  18,  page  354,  of  the  absolute  humidity  at  tho  Agricultural 
College  in  1878  with  averages  for  tlie  12  preceding  years  and  with  1877,  the 
absolute  humidity  was  less  in  1878  tlian  in  1877  in  every  month  in  which  the 
temperature  was  lower  than  in  1877;  and  greater  in  every  month  (except 
November)  in  which  the  temperature  was  higlier  than  in  1877.  In  Novem- 
ber the  absolute  humidity  at  the  College  was  the  same  in  both  yeara,  while 
the  temperature  was  1^09  higher  in  1878  than  in  1877. 

Compared  with  averages  for  14  years,  at  the  Agricultural  College,  the 
relative  humidity  in  1878  was  less  for  the  year,  gieater  in  January,  February, 
November,  and  December,  and  less  for  the  other  months.  Compared  with 
1877,  tlie  relative  humidity  was  les.s  for  the  year,  greater  in  February  and 
December,  and  less  for  the  other  months. 


DIAGRAM  No.  II^—ABSOLDTE  HUMIDITY,  BY  MONTHS  IN  IBTt. 
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TABLE  Hi.— The  Average  yumber  of  Graint  of  Vapor  of  Water  tx  a  Ovbio  Foot  of  Air 
{Abtulale  Humidit9\  for  Monltu  and  Year  1878,  at  J2  Slationi  in  Michigan.— Average 
0/  Obiervatlont  made  Dally  at  7  A.  M..2  P.  M.^and  9  P.  M.,bv  Obtervert*  for  the  lHaU 
Board  of  IletUlh,  and  for  the  U.  S.  Signal  Service. 
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The  liiiee  for  soven   representative   localities  included  in  Table  III.,  are 
graphically  represented  in  Diagram  II.,  opposite  this  page. 

EXHIBIT  n.—Comparlaon  bs  Tear  and  Month*  of  the  Average  Abtotyte  Bianiditf  (Orattu 
of  Vapor  in  a  Ovbic  Fool  of  Air)  at  12  Station*  in  1878  aith  the  Average  at  9  Station*  in 
1877.* 
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EXHIBIT  IB.-^ComparUon  of  the  AbMohOe  Eumidity  of  the  Air  (Grains  of  Vapor  in  a 
Cubic  Foot  of  Air)  in  the  Year  and  in  each  Month  of  the  Year  1878^  with  Averages  for 
the  12  Years  1866-77,  and  for  tJie  Year  1877, —Observations  made  at  7  A.  Jf.,  2  P.  M^ 
and  9  P.  3f.,  Daily,  by  Prof  B.  C.  Kedzie^  at  the  iitate  Agricultural  College,  near  Lansing, 
Michigan. 


Abiolutb  Humioitt,— Graina  of  Tapor  in  a  CoUo  Foot  of  Air. 
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1877* 

143 
163 
109 

L40 
L39 
1.82 
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.28 

.36 

.03 

In    1878  Greater 
than  in  1877 

In   1878   Less 
than  in  1877. 

.06 

.43 

.19 

1.07 

.66 

.48 

.47 

.87 

.12 

.15 

.42 

0 
0 

.96 

*EleTen  years  1866-76  computed  in  the  State  Department,  for  the  Vital  Statistics  of  Michigan, 
flrom  statements  of  Temperature  and  Force  of  Vapor.  Two  years  1877  and  1878  compatcd  In  the 
office  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  from  readings  of  the  dry<balb  and  wet>bulb  thermometers. 


RELATIVB  HUMIDITY. 

Althongh  tho  absolato  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  has  been  found,  in  this 
State,  to  have  very  important  relations  to  several  diseases,  and  no  each  very 
close  relation  has  been  shown  with  relative  humidity,  yet  it  has  been  thought 
best  to  include  in  this  article  the  evidence  on  the  subject  of  relative  humidity, 
especially  as  it  has  generally  been  supposed  to  have  important  relations  to 
health.  Something  similar  might  be  said  of  the  rainfall,  which  has  been 
supposed  to  have  important  relations  to  health,  but  which  when  studied,  as  it 
has  been  in  this  State  for  a  number  of  years,  seems  to  have  no  such  apparent 
relations.  Nevertheless,  time  and  continued  study  may  reveal  facts  of  sufficient 
importance  to  repay  for  the  effort.  Exhibit  19  permits  of  a  comparison  of  the 
several  months  in  1878  with  tho  average  for  the  same  months  in  a  series  of 
years  preceding  1878,  at  one  central  station  in  Michigan.  Table  IV.  permits 
comparisons  of  the  several  months  in  1878  at  each  of  13  stations  in  Michigan, 
and  also  of  the  stations  with  each  other;  and  Diagram  III.  pictures  to  the  eye 
the  essential  facts  tabulated  for  five  of  the  stations  in  different  parts  of 
the  State. 
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JiXBlBtTMi.^ComparUonofthe  Average  Relativt  Butntdlljio/tht  Atr  (Per  Cent  of  Satvrtf 
turn)  for  the  Tear  and  for  each  MoMh  of  the  Tear  1878,  wUh  Average*  for  the  14  Yean, 
1864-77,  ani  for  1877 .—OlitervaOona  made  at  7  A.  M.,  2  P.  M..  and  0  P.  M.,  Dallg,  bf 
Prof.  B.  0.  Sedate,  at  the  SlaU  Ajrievitvral  CotUge,  near  Lnnting,  Michigan. 
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TABT,E  lY^-.direr(i^  Par  Cent  of  Saturation  of  the  Almotpkert  wttA  V<ipor  of  Water 
(Relative  HumiUOt)  during  tJte  Year  and  during  eaek  Month  of  ths  Tear  1878.  at  12  Sto- 
tione  in  Michigan,— Average  qf  ObeervHiotu  modii  Dail^  at  7  A.  M.,  3  P.  M^  and  0  P.  M,, 
^  Obiervert*  for  the  State  Board  of  Heatth,  and  for  the  V.  8.  Signal  Service. 
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Diagram  III.,  opposite  this  page. 
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CLOUDINESS. 

By  comparing  Diagrams  III.  and  IV.  it  may  be  seen  that  there  is  a  general 
correspondence  between  the  relative  humidity,  observed  near  the  sarface  of  the 
earth,  and  the  cloudiness  of  the  sky.  This  comparison  caa  be  made  in  detail 
by  means  of  Exhibits  19  and  21,  which  contain  statements  for  fourteen  yean 
at  one  central  station,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  relative  humidity  ii 
usually  lowest  at  that  place  in  May,  while  the  cloudiness  is  usually  least  in 
July  and  August.  Exhibit  21,  below,  also  permits  comparisons  of  each 
of  the  months  of  the  year  1878  with  the  average  for  the  corresponding  monthi 
during  the  period  of  14  years.  It  may  thus  be  seen  that  March  and  Decem- 
ber, 1878,  were  unusually  cloudy,  and  June,  July,  August,  September,  and 
October,  1878,  were  months  of  less  than  usual  cloudiness,  compared  with  cor- 
responding months  during  a  scries  of  years  preceding  1878.  Comparing  the 
several  months  of  the  year  1878  with  each  other,  as  may  be  done  in  Exhibit 
20,  page  361,  using  the  average  of  12  stations,  it  may  be  seen  that  December 
and  January  were  the  most  cloudy  months,  and  that  the  per  cent  of  cloadi 
was  least  in  August. 

Table  V.  permits  a  comparison  of  months  to  be  made  for  each  of  14  sta- 
tions in  Michigan,  and  also  a  comparison  of  the  stations  with  each  other;  and 
the  general  comparisons  are  facilitated  by  Diagram  IV.,  page  360. 


EXHIBIT  2}, —Comparison  of  the  Average  Per  Cent  of  Cloudiness  in  the  Tear  and  in  each 
Month  of  the  Tear  1878,  with  Averages  for  the  14  Tears  1864-77^  and  for  the  Tear 
1877.— Observations  made  at  7  A,  3f.,  2  P,  M ,  and  9  P.  M^  Daily^  by  Prof.  B.  C. 
Kedziey  at  the  State  Agricultural  College^  near  Lansing^  Michigan, 
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DIAGRAM  No.  IV— CLOUDINESS,  BY  MONTHS  IN  187S. 
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The  lines  for  seven  representittiv«  localities  included  id  Table  V.  are  graph- 
ically repreUDted  ou  Diagram  IV.,  opposite  this  page. 
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Tho  total  precipitation  of  ruin  and  melted  snoir  recorded  at  the  Agricnltnnl 
College  VEB  1.66  inches  greater  in  1878  than  the  average  for  the  14  preceding 
years,  and  5.41  inches  less  than  in  1877.  In  February  and  April  the  ezcen 
over  the  average  for  tho  correaponding  months  of  the  period  was  the  greatest. 
By  the  comparison  in  Exhibit  23,  below,  of  the  average  precipitation  fori! 
stations  in  1878  with  tho  average  for  13  stations  in  1877  (ten  of  the  station 
being  the  same  for  each  year),  the  precipitation  was  3,8'-i  inches  greater  in  1878 
than  in  1877. 
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EXHIBIT  i3.—Compart*on  of  the  Batttfatt  during  the  Tear  and  rfurfn?  eaeh  Month  of 
the  Year  2878,  with  that  for  the  Year  1877,  and  viUh  the  Avtritge  for  the  fourteen  Year* 
1864-77.— Obtervatton*  ma^  bg  Prof.  B.  C.  Kedtie,  at  the  Stale  AgrieuUiiral  College, 
near  Lanaing,  Michigan. 
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TABLE  Vt.—Inehei  of  Bain  and  MtUed  Saow.forthe  Tear  and  for  each  Monthoftha 
Tear  1878.  at  13  SHHIani  in  Michigan.— at  compiled  frum  Daily  Obtervattont  nait  ^y 
Obtervert' fur  Ihe  Slate  Board  of  Health,  and  for  the  U.  S.  St'ffaal  Service. 
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The  line9  for  seven  representative  localities  included  iu  Table  VJ.  are 
graphically  represented  in  Diagram  V.,  opposite  this  page. 

In  regard  to  the  great  rainfall  at  Nirvana  in  September,  1878,  stated  in 
Table  VI.,  and  particularly  noticeable  on  Diagram  V.,  the  following  commnni- 
cation  tros  received,  in  reply  to  an  inquiry  as  to  the  occnrncy  of  the  report, 
from  Lee  S.  Cobb,  the  observer  at  Nirvana: — 


"The  original  and  017  copj 
regard  to  rainfall;  viz.,— 

as  follows,  In 

BESCKI PTIOSS  or  LISES 
IN  TABLE. 

af.i''         l^**  "'  MoNTn,  TiKK  OF  Broikkimo  akd  Endiho  or 
5"*J^                    Eaih,  amount  or  RimriLi,  w  Ihchkb. 
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NCghl. 
KIgliL 

Right. 

Time  Beginning  ItttEn 

Time  Ending  Rain. 

V'O 

S:»l 
—    f.K. 

e     8 

"  Tbcre  Is  no  error  In  it  vnleit  it  be  too  $mall,  as  my  gauge  was  running  over  on 
twooccagtons  wben  I  visited  It.  Tbere  are  some  Inrge  stories  about  lutmenBe  Tnlls 
of  water  In  tbia  vicinity  during  that  motitli.  one  by  a  man  nt  Baldwin.  He  ftiya 
that  lie  'setouc  a  wooden  pall  at  night  And  In  tlie  morning  It  wkr  full,' and 'It  could 
only  catcb  such  an  amount  ■»  fell  Into  It  In  an  open  lot.'  I  would  say  In  regard 
to  that  shower  that  It  was  the  18th,  and  only  1.07  Inches  fell  at  my  place,  five  miles 
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distant.  But  T  was  out  in  a  very  hard  shower  of  about  one  hour's  duration,  and  at  my 
house,  two  and  one-fourth  miles  south  and  one  mile  west,  there  was  hardly  enough 
to  measure.  The  ground  loolced  as  it  does  after  a  heavy  dew.  One  reliable  srory  is 
told  by  V.  E.  Lacy,  a  business  man  of  Nirvana.  He  says:  *  At  6  A.  M.  on  the  25th,  I 
came  from  my  barn  and  set  my  horse-pail  (a  common  wooden  one)  on  that  tstuinp 
[designating  one  about  100  feet  from  the  house,  and  otherwise  entirely  in  the  open 
ground  I,  and  at  9  A.  M.  I  went  out  and  the  water  was  Just  (3^)  thi-ee  and  oie-haUf 
inches  deep  in  the  pail.  I  calculated,  by  allowing  for  the  flare  of  the  pail,  that  at 
least  three  (3)  inches  of  water  had  fallen  in  the  three  hours;  and  it  had  been  raiii- 
fng  some  before  6  A.  M.,  and  rained  some  after  9  A.  M.'  He  told  me  to  tell  you  his 
experience.  He  is  one  of  our  most  reliable  men,  and  his  experience  is  the  same  as 
my  own  on  that  occasion,  as  it  fell  fully  three  and  one-half  inches  in  three  and  one-half 
hours.  I  have  seen  instances  here  where  a  very  few  miles  made  the  diflerence 
between  an  immense  fall  of  water  and  scarce  any  at  all.  In  the  case  I  spolce  of  (1  do 
not  remember  the  date),  I  estimated  ihe  amount  that  fell  where  I  was  at  not  less 
than  three-fourths  of  an  inch,  and  two  and  one-half  to  three  miles  away  it  was 
scarce  .01 ;  and  I  am  confident  from  what  1  myself  saw,  and  from  the  reports  of  peo- 
ple in  whom  I  have  confidence,  that  even  more  than  9.10  inches  of  water  fell  in  some 
parts  of  this  county  during  the  month  of  September,  1878.  I  had  good  opportuni- 
ties to  see  and  observe,  as  I  was  very  busy  at  surveying  Just  then.^ 

OZONE. 

By  the  day  and  night  observations  combined  (Exhibit  24)  the  amoant  of 
atmospheric  ozone  in  1878  at  the  Agricultural  College  was  slightly  less  than 
the  average  for  the  six  preceding  years ;  it  was  slightly  greater  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  same  period  in  April,  May,  and  Jane, 
and  less  in  all  other  months.  Comparing  1878  with  1877,  ozone  seems,  by  the 
same  observations,  to  have  been  almost  the  same  in  the  two  years,  thoagh 
slightly  less  abundant  in  1878  than  in  1877,  to  have  been  more  abundant  in 
February,  April,  May,  June,  and  December,  1878,  and  to  have  been  less  abun- 
dant in  the  other  months  of  the  year.  In  Exhibit  25,  page  368,  it  is  shown 
that  the  day  ozone  was  slightly  less  abundant,  and  the  night  ozone  slightly 
more  abundant,  at  the  College  in  1878  than  in  1877,  and  that  both  were  less 
abundant  than  the  average  for  the  six  preceding  years.  By  the  comparisons  in 
Exhibits  26  and  27,  page  367,  of  the  average  for  11  stations  in  1878  with 
that  for  10  stations  in  1877  (seven  of  the  stations  being  the  same  for  each 
year),  it  would  seem  that  ozone  was  much  more  abundant  throughout  the  year, 
both  by  day  and  by  night,  in  1878  than  in  1877.  So  great  is  the  difference  as 
to  suggest  the  question  whether  there  was  a  difference  in  the  quality  of  the 
test-paper  used.  Arrangements  have  now  been  made  to  have  the  comparative 
sensitiveness  of  the  test-paper  to  be  used  hereafter  tested  before  its  use. 

During  a  series  of  years,  it  seems  that  exposure  of  the  test-paper  (Schon- 
beiu's)  for  seven  houra  (7  A.  M.  to  2  P.  M.)  during  the  day,  results  in  nearly 
as  great  coloration  as  docs  its  exposure  for  ten  hours  (9  P.  M.  to  7  A.  M.) 
during  the  night;  but  in  respect  to  this  there  is  great  difference  in  different 
months.  During  the  cold  mouths  there  is  evidence  of  more  ozone  during  the 
night  than  during  the  day  observation,  while  during  the  warm  months  the 
reverse  is  true.  It  seems  probable  that  the  excess  of  night  over  day  ozone  in 
the  cold  months  is  not  because  of  greater  production  of  ozone  during  the 
night,  but  because  of  a  lessened  destruction  of  ozone  at  night,  on  account  of 
less  smoke  and  other  organic  material  in  the  air  capable  of  oxidation  by  ozone. 
In  the  warm  months  there  is  probably  a  lessened  production  of  ozone  at  nigh^ 
because  of  the  absence  of  sunlight  and  comparative  absence  of  wind,  while  there 
is  sufficient  filth  in  the  night  air  in  August  to  bring  the  ozone  down  to  its  least 
amount.  Generally,  more  ozone  is  apparent  in  cold  than  in  warm  weather,  but 
ozone  seems  to  bear  close  relations  to  sunlight  and  wind,  as  well  as  to  temperature, 
as  may  be  seen  by  comparing  Diagrams  IV.  and  VIII.  with  Diagrams  VL  and  VII. 
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SXniRIT  24. — Omtpariton  o/IA«  Ateraga  Am/mnt  of  AtmoMpherie  Ozone  ("Uay"  and 
''NiglW  Ohtereativnt  Comhinfd),  at  {ndfealed  ftp  the  Degree  of  Coloration*  of  SehSn- 
bein't  Tfil-pnper,  during  the  Year  and  during  each  Xonth  of  the  Year  1ST8,  Kith  tJie 
Ater/t{iet  fur  Ift«  fl  Yeart  1872-77.  and  fi,r  the  Year  1877.—  Teit-paper  expuged  fi-om 
7  A.  M.  to  2  P.  M.  for  (Ae  Day  Obtervation.  and  from  9  P.  M.  to  7  A.  M.  fur  the  Night 
Obeervatlon.—Obtemaltoru  made  by  Prof.  B.  C.  Ktdtle,  at  the  Stale  AgrieuUural  Cbllege, 
near  Laming,  Michigan. 
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DIAGRAM  No.  VI.— OZOKE,  DAY,  BY  MONTHS  IN  IVTi. 

Rilalnx  Amgunl  of  Ozanr  in  Ai'  f'^"'A   M  'u  j  P  Af^O-y  Oburva'io-^-Ai^ 
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TA  B1.K  VU.—ReliUlM  Amount  if  Otnw  fn  the  Atmnupkere,  h\i  Dav  during  the  Year  and 
during  each  Moalh  of  the  I'nir  1P78.  at  11  Stations  in  M{ehigan,—at  InOteated  by  AveragtM 
of  ObtervaliOHi  made  Datln  bt  Expmtng  Teit-p/'prr,  prepared  aeoiirdlug  to  &eliM>eiit* 
/.irnuila.J^am  7  A.M.U>2P.  M.—Ilecnlet},  aeeording  to  a  icale  of  10  Def/reei  of  Oolora- 
tlan  of  the  Tett-ptiper  (j/reat«tl  eiluratiou  bg  of  one  eqvalt  10),  by  Obienert  for  the  Stale 
Board  of  Health* 
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The  "Average"  line  and  tlie  lines  for  ten  representative  localities  included 
in  Tdble  VII.,  are  graphically  represented  ou  Diagram  VI.,  opposite  this  page. 

INFLUESC.B   OF  WIND  AHD  OZONE   ON  CRBTAIN  DISEASES. 

Diagrama  \os.  VIII.  and  IX.  are  some  of  the  valnablo  results  of  observa- 
tions, in  the  office  of  tlio  Board,  by  means  of  a  self- registering  aiiemoneter, 
which  records  the  wind  in  miles  per  hour.  The  diagrams  exhibit  resnlts  for 
every  month  in  1878  except  December,  in  which  month  the  office  was  removed 
into  the  iieiv  State  Cupitol.  By  Diagram  VIII.  it  will  be  seen  that  the  velac 
ilyof  the  wind  was  not  aa  groat  in  February  as  in  January,  that  it  was  greatest 
in  March  and  April,  and  next  greatest  in  October,  while  in  Jaly  and  Anguet 
tlierL<  truB  very  little  wind.  It  is  interesting  to  compare  this  diagram  with 
certain  of  the  lines  on  Diagrams  Nos.  I,  'i,  and  4,  representing  diseases  which 
may  be  supposed  to  be  more  or  less  influenced  by  movements  of  the  atmosphere, 
lu  a  paragraph  on  a  following  p^igc,  some  of  the  diseuses  which  seem  to  be  ia- 
creased  by  absence  of  wind  arc  coiiimcnted  upon  ;  by  turning  to  Diagrams  1,  2, 
and  4,  in  the  artiule  on  Weekly  Beporls  of  Diseases,  it  may  be  seen  that  bron- 
chitis, pueamonift,  iuflueusa,  diphtheria,  rheamatism,  sud  conaamptiOD  seem 
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to  hare  prevailed  most  in  thoso  monthi  when  the  DiagraoiB  VII.  and  VIIL,  in 
tbie  article,  show  that  the  wind  aud  ozodo  were  abandant.  It  it  worthy  of 
notice  that,  excepting  rheumatism,  which  wind  and  cold  infloeuce  nnfarord)1y, 
these  are  all  diseases  of  the  air  passages,  or  of  the  Innge;  thongb  dipbtherisis 
most  frequently  munifest  in  the  throat,  it  is  in  that  part  of  the  throat  over 
which  the  air  iiasBcs.  UnlcBs  we  except  consumption  and  rbeuDiatisni,  they 
are  al!  inflammatory  diseases.  It  seems  reasonHble  that  the  abundance  of 
ozone  and  the  velocity  of  the  wind  may  have  influence  in  causing  irritation  of 
the  air-passages,  which  if  sufficiently  powerful  and  long-uou tinned  should  tend 
toward  influenza,  bronchitis,  and  piienmonia,  and  toward  inflammation  of 
lungs  already  the  seat  of  consumption.  It  also  seems  reasonable  to  expect 
that  a  communicable  disease  like  diphtheria  would  most  easily  be  contracted 
when  infectiouB  particles  in  the  air  taken  into  the  throat  fiud  lodgment  on  a 
snrface  already  mado  raw  or  inflamed  by  the  irritating  action  of  excessive 
ozone  or  wind. 

TABLE  VIII.— ife Indue  Amount  of  Oxone  in  Ihe  Atmotphere  by  Sight,  during  (Aa  Ttar 
and  dvrittg  each  Moaih  of  the  Tear  1878,  at  11  BtaUon*  in  Miehtgan^—aa  tmdlealad  iy 
Aoerage*  of  Obtervations  made  Daila  bf  expottng  Teit-paper,  pr^>ared  aeeording  te 
SMnbem'M  furmula.from  9  P.  M.  to  7 A.  M.—Beeorded,  aeoordittg  to  a  Scale  of  10  DtgrteB 
of  Qilirallon  of  the  Teet-paper  Qgreateit  eohratlon  bi  oxone  eguaU  10)y  tjf  Ob»erv«rafi>r 
thi  Slate  Board  ofHeaUk,* 
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riHcei  of  ObierTBlioo,  BndlLeConnlloiliiirlilchlhei*  PUow 
pnxe  337. 

.:l  (he  ciouDlteB  In  ench  dlvlalon.  are  aMtod  In  Eiblblt  1,  pRRB  Vi. 
Iho  lUtioiis  for  which  •WilemonH  »re  «l»en  for  orory  monlh  of 
0  line  for  the  Agrlcultunl  College,  nhicb  wMreeeiTed  too  late 

iths,  1.00. 

the  lines  for  ten  representative  looalitiea  inolnded 
represented  in  Diagram  VII.,  opposite  this  page. 


DIAGRAM  No.  VII.-OZONE.  NIGHT.  BY  MONTHS  IN  I8T8. 
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DIAGRAM  No.  Vllt-VELOCtTV  OF  THE  WIND.  BV  MONTHS  IN  li7B. 
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DIAGRAM  No.  IX.— VELOCITY  OF  THE  WIND  AT  EACH  HOUR,  lOTB. 


SCALE.  1  mUt  ftr  tnr  It  .6  t/  «•, 


1^ 

II 


It 


II 
I* 


UETEOROLOGT  OP  UICHIQAN,  1878. 


:    (^     ^     «    *1     .i     .d    «     ' 


>j  <l  tf  ^   . 


6.S  S2 


Eg    •5,?<S' 
I  ".Sufi's  I 

1  B:|-jf  s-|-| 


«         *  ft   -  o  5  «  * 

I  s  £  e  g-fSS  = 


1 1 II I H 1 1 II 


380       STATE  BOARD  OP  HEALTH— REPORT  OP  SEORETART,  1879. 

TABLE  X, —Number  of  Obaertattont  per  JHontK  at  which  the  Wind  was  Moimim§  from 
each  of  the  Eight  Principal  Pointe  of  Compaae^  during  the  Tear  and  dvaring  each  Mtnik 
of  the  Tear  1878,— Average  for  12  Statwne  in  Michigan.* 


POINTS 
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IS 

•  The  Names  of  Ohaenrers.  their  Places  of  ObseryatioD,  and  the  Oounties  In  which  Ihaea  plaeei 
are  situated,  are  suted  In  Kxbibit  9,  page  SS7. 

Graphic  representations  of  statements  in  Tables  X.  and  XL  are  given  in 
Diagrams  X.  and  XL,  opposite  this  page. 


TABLE  JLl.— Average  Number  of  Gbeervatitme  per  Month,  for  the  Tear  1878.  ai  which 
the  Wind  VKu  Blutwing  fi'om  each  uf  the  Eight  Principal  PoinU  of  Cumpaae^  at  each  of 
T2  Staiiune  in  Michigan;  al$o  the  Average  for  AU  eatd  Statione* 
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•The  NRm<Mor  Obwerrer^  ihrlr  Plare«nr  Obsenratlon, and  the  Countlea  In  which  th 
are.sitnated  are  stated  in  Exhibit  9,  page  837. 


DIAGRAM  No.  X— DIRECTION  OF  WI^^>  IN  MICHIGAN.  BY  MONTHS  IN  IS78. 
Oirtithm  frmm  wkiek  ike  Wind  Htw.'^FM^tim  ¥/ Ohfrvaimm».^-^wnie  pf  TVftti! 


in  Michigan  far  the  Ymr  amd/or  eaek  Month  rftke  Yeat^  i8j8. 
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f  ;(  ^  4'  4  I  fef^  I  J  s   I  4 


SCALSt  Urn  M  if  mm  im€k  U  m#  ^httr^mti^m.  2k*^gm^  h  ^•'•«7  '    Bmktr, 

Drmmk  h  M.  S.  CtHier, 

Eiplanations  of  Diagrams  X.,  XI.,  and  XII.  are  given  on  page  340. 

DIAGRAM  No.  XT— DIRECTION  OF  WIND  AT  STATIONS  IN  MICHIGAN,  IW8. 


Otrtiti^t  from  whiih  the  tVm4  Alno      Preftmti&h  of,  Oiservoiiomt.  Averti^  far  the  Yenr  1878^  ai 

tAfh  •/  7W/ir  Statiomt  '*n  Mttktfon 
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^^yf^^^ 
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\SCALB,  Sim*  j9»  ^ om  imtk  Uom  astrpmet^m.  DetUgn*^  h  ^*«»r  *•  Boktr, 

By  the  figures  for  the  year  1878  in  Diagram  X.,  it  will  be  seen  that  at  the 
12  stations  averaged  the  prevailing  winds  were  from  the  sonth-west,  west, 
and  north-west.  By  the  other  figares  of  this  diagram  it  seems  that  sonth 
winds  were  most  common  in  Jauaary  and  October,  frcqaent  in  February, 
March,  April,  June,  July,  August,  and  September;  that  east  winds  were  most 
common  in  March  and  April;  and  that  north-east  winds  were  most  common 
in  February,  April,  and  July.  It  will  be  remembered  that  May  and  June  were 
unusually  cold  months. 

By  Diagram  X.  it  appears  that  calms  were  most  frequent  in  July  and  August, 
quite  frequent  in  September,  June,  May,  and  February.  By  Diagram  VIII., 
page  375,  it  appears  that  by  the  registering  anemometer  in  the  o£Sce  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  at  Lansing,  the  velocity  of  tlie  wind,  in  miles  per  hour, 
was  least  in  July  and  August,  small  in  September,  June,  May,  and  February, 
the  same  months  in  which,  by  Diagram  X.,  calms  were  frequent  throughout 
the  State.  In  Tables  X.  and  XL,  page  380,  are  given  definite  numerical 
equivalents  of  lines  in  Diagrams  X.  and  XL 

By  Diagram  XL,  calms  seem  to  have  been  most  frequent  at  Benton  Harbor, 
and  quite  frequent  at  Thornville  and  Tecunisch.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  how  much  of  the  difference  in  statements  in  regard  to  calms  is  due  to 
peculiarities  of  individual  observers. 
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DIAGRAM  No.  XTl.— DIRECTION  OF  WIND  AT  STATIONS,  BY  MONTHS  IN  I87S. 
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BELATIOK  OF  WIND  AND  OZONE  TO   REMOVAL  OF  FILTH. 

Diagram  IX.,  and  Table  IX.  (pages  378  and  379),  relating  to  the  rate  of 
the  windy  in  miles  per  hour,  at  different  hours  of  the  day,  considered  in 
connection  with  Diagrams  VI.  and  VII.,  and  Tables  VII.  and  VIII. 
(pages  370,  373,  371,  and  372),  relating  to  atmospheric  ozone  by  day  and  by 
night,  contain  a  suggestion  relative  to  a  part  of  the  work  of  local  boards  of 
health.  In  some  places  it  is  the  custom  to  allow  the  contents  of  privy-vaults, 
etc.,  to  bo  removed  only  in  the  night.  So  general  has  the  custom  been  that 
this  material  has  taken  the  name  '^  night-soil.''  Whatever  may  be  the 
reason  for  this  custom,  if  the  indications  of  these  tables  and  diagrams  are 
trustworthy,  it  violates  two  evident  principles  which  should  govern  in  the 
removal  of  filth,  namely,  that  it  should  be  moved  when  the  movement  of  the 
air  is  such  as  most  rapidly  to  carry  away  the  foul  and  dangerous  exhalations, 
and  when  the  condition  of  the  air  is  such  as  most  rapidly  to  destroy  them. 
These  conditions,  as  a  rule,  do  not  seem  to  prevail  during  the  night;  for,  as 
indicated  by  these  tables  and  diagrams,  there  seems  to  be  less  wind  during  the 
night  than  during  the  day,  in  each  month  of  the  year,  so  far  as  examined ; 
and  during  the  summer  there  is  less  ozone  by  night  than  by  day. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  worthy  of  note  that  such  diseases  as  diarrhea,  dys- 
entery, cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantum,  are  most  prevalent  during  just 
those  months  when  they  would  be  expected  to  be  if  we  suppose  that  absence  of 
wind  and  of  ozone  tend  to  increase  such  diseases.  One  who  has  experienced 
the  sickening  odors  which  are  so  often  encountered  in  passing  along  the  streets 
of  villages  on  warm  still  nights  in  August,  is  well  prepared  to  appreciate  a 
comparison  of  Diagrams  VII.  and  VIII.  and  the  line  representing  Angust  on 
Diagram  IX.  with  those  lines  on  Diagram  1,  in  a  subsequent  paper,  which  illus- 
trate the  rise  and  fall  of  the  diseases  mentioned  above.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
lines  representing  the  diseases  do  not  always  rise  and  fall  exactly  with  the  lines 
representing  the  atmospheric  ozone,  or  the  wind  in  Diagram  VIII.,  but  that 
they  seem  to  follow  a  little  afterwards,  much  as  they  might  be  expected  to  do 
if  the  diseases  are  effects  which  follow  causes  modified  by  the  ozone  and  by  the 
wind.  So  far  as  this  evidence  bears  upon  the  subject,  it  would  appear  that 
the  diseases  most  increased  by  filth  in  the  air  are  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cholera 
morbus,  and  cholera  infantum.  The  relation  of  the  autumnal  fevers  to  the 
prevalence  of  these  diseases  in  the  preceding  summer  months,  is  well  worthy 
of  study,  but  can  be  more  profitably  studied  in  the  article  on  Weekly  Reports 
of  Diseases.  It  may  be  said,  in  passing,  that  the  evidence  of  thes3  diagrams 
(VII.,  VIIL,  IX.,  and  2)  is  strongly  in  favor  of  the  view  that  diphtheria  is 
not  a  ''filth  disease;"  certainly  it  is  not  among  those  diseases  which  prevail 
most  when  the  air  purifiers — wind  and  ozone — are  least  abundant;  on  the  con- 
trary, it  was  most  prevalent  in  Michigan,  both  in  1877  and  in  1878,  in  months 
when  wind  and  ozone  were  most  abundant;  but  when  for  the  spread  of  a  com- 
municable disease,  other  conditions,  such  as  sore  throats,  exposure  in  public 
meetuigs,  bad  ventilation,  etc.,  were  most  favorable. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  PRESSURE. 

Compared  with  the  average  for  the  14  preceding  years  (in  Exhibit  29),  the 
average  attnosplieric  pressure  at  the  Agricultural  College  in  1878  was  greater 
for  the  year  and  greater  iu  every  month  except  April  and  August.  Compared 
"with  1877  the  pressure  in  1878  at  the  same  station  was  greater  in  January, 
March,  June,  July,  Septemher,  and  Octoher,  and  less  for  the  other  mouthi 
and  for  the  year.  The  average  for  seven  stations  in  1878  (Exhibit  28)  wai 
greater  than  the  average  for  seven  stations  in  1877  (6ve  of  the  stations  being 
the  same  for  each  year)  in  January,  June,  July,  September,  October,  and 
November,  and  less  for  the  other  months  and  for  the  year.  The  details  for 
each  month  in  1878  at  each  station  may  be  learned  from  Table  XIII.,  page 
393,  and  for  some  of  the  stations  they  are  graphicallv  represented  iu  Diagram 
XIII.,  page  392. 

EXHIBIT  2S,— Comparison  oj  the  Average  Atmospheric  Pressure  at  7  Stations  in  1878 

with  the  Average  at  7  Stations  in  2677. 


YEARS,  ETC. 

INCHSB  OF  Mbbcdbt,— Reduced  to  S2*  Fahb. 

Annual 
Ar. 

Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

ApriL 

May. 

Jane. 

July. 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Hot. 

Dw. 

At.  for  7  SUtions 
in  I877*. 

29.145 
29.116 

29.211 
29.241 

29.267 
29.166 

29.152 
29.187 

29.114 
28.987 

29.148 
29.061 

29.042 
29.043 

29.064 
29.064 

29.063 
29.041 

29.144 
29.194 

29.135 
29.139 

89.164 
2a  168 

&ta 

Av.  forTSUtiont 
in  1878* 

9Lm 

In    1878  Greater 
than  in  1877  ... 

.029 

.030 

.001 

.020 

.022 

.050 

.004 

.004 

In  1878  Lest  than 
in  1877 

.101 

.015 

.127 

.162 

ja 

*  FiTe  of  the  stations,  namely,  Benton  Harl>or,  Battle  Creek,  Kalamazoo,  Hendon,  and  Woodmere 
Cemetery  (near  Detroit),  were  the  same  for  both  yi^ars;  two.  the  Agricultural  College  and  Ypsilanti, 
were  Included  in  the  average  for  1877  but  not  in  that  for  1878;  and  two,  OtisTille  and  Detroit,  wen 
included  in  the  average  for  1878  but  not  in  that  for  1877. 

EXHIBIT  29. — Comparison  of  the  Average  Atmospheric  Pressure  during  the  Tear  and 
during  each  Month  of  the  Year  1878,  with  Averages  for  the  14  Years  1864-77  and  for 
the  Year  1877. — Inches  of  Mercury  in  the  Barttmeter,  Corrected  for  Temperature  and 
for  Instrumental  Error. — Observations  made  at  7  A.  if.,  2  P.  if.,  and  9  P.  M.  Daiiy^  bf 
Prof  B,  C.  Kedzie  at  the  State  Agricultural  College^  near  Lansing,  Michigan. 


TEARS,  ETC. 

14  Years  1864-1877... 

1877 

1878. 


In  1878  Greater  than 
At.  for  14  Yeard, 
18B4-77 

In  1878 1.(>S8  than  At. 
for  14  Years,  1864-77 

In  1878  Greater  than 
in  1877 

Id  1878  Less  than  in 
1877 


AVERAOB  ATMO8PIIBBI0  PBB88UBB,— IWCHBS  OF  HEBOUBT. 


Annual 
Ar. 


Jan. 


Fvb. 


Mar. 


April 


May. 


June. 


July. 


Aug. 


Sept. 


Oct. 


Not. 


D«c; 


29.012 

29  024 

29.012 

2a976 

28.968 

28.967 

2a995 

29.014 

2a041 

29.076 

29.045 

89.018 

29.065 

29.067 

29.124 

28.981 

28  974 

29.066 

29.020 

29.062 

29.046 

29.121 

29  077 

0.009 

29.053 

29.009 

29.02S 

29.027 

28  875 

29.013 

29.030 

29.065 

99.010 

29.167 

20.060 

S9.061 

SSLOil 
SSLM 
29L147 


.041 


.075 


.014 


.051 


.003 


.046 


.035 


.071 


.031 


.061 


.085 


.063 


.K8 


.013 


.042 

.046 

.010 

.023 

•••••• 

.086 

.008 

•••.•. 

.096 

.099 

.043 



.086 



.018 

M 


DIAGRAM  No.  XEII— ATMOSPHERIC  PRESSURE,  BV  MONTHS  IN  IIM. 
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In  compiling  the  tables  and  exhibits  in  this  article  a  fraction  less  than  one- 
ha)f  bus  been  rejected,  a  fraction  equal  to  or  greater  than  one-half  has  been 
counted  as  one. 

HENRY  B.  BAKER. 


WEEKLY  REPORTS  OF  DISEASES 


IN    MICmGAJSr 


DUBIirO  THE 


YEAR    ENDING    DECEMBER    28,    1878, 


UrCLUDINO  A 


COMPILATIOK  OF  THE  WSBKLT   REPORTS    FROM    HbALTH    OFFICERS    OF  ClTIBB  AND 

FROM  Regular  Correspondents  of  the 
STATE    BOARD    OF   HEALTH. 


Compiled  in  the  Office  of  the  Seoretar/  of  the  Board. 


WEEKLY  REPORTS  OF  DISEASES  IN  MICHI- 
GAN DURING  THE  YEAR  ENDING  WITH 

DECEMBER,  1878. 


This  article  continues  a  subject  begun  in  the  Fourth  Annual  Report  of  this 
Board  (for  1876),  in  which  were  given  an  outline  of  the  proposed  plan  of 
securing  and  of  compiling  weekly  reports  of  diseases,  and  two  tables  compiled 
from  such  reports  for  the  month  of  September,  1876.  In  the  Annual  Report 
for  1877  the  plan  was  further  elucidated,  as  experience  had  shown  to  be  neces- 
sary, and  three  tables  were  published  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  with  September, 
1877,  similar  to  Tables  1, 2,  and  3,  on  pages  400-419  and  422-469  of  this  Report. 
In  the  Report  for  1878  the  compilation  of  weekly  reports  was  by  similar  tables 
brought  down  to  the  close  of  December,  1877,  a  summary  for  the  State  was 
given  for  the  calendar  year  1877,  and  by  means  of  three  diagrams  for  that 
year,  similar  to  those  for  1878  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  article,  a  graphic 
representation  was  made,  for  each  month  of  the  year  and  for  each  of  the  22 
diseases  concerning  which  reports  were  especially  asked,  of  the  per  cent  of 
reports  which  stated  that  the  disease  was  present.  Exhibits  were  also  given 
for  croup,  pneumonia,  rheumatism,  and  intermittent  fever,  in  which  state- 
ments concerning  the  prevalence  of  each  of  these  diseases  in  every  month  of 
the  year  were  placed  side  by  side  with  statements  of  certain  meteorological 
conditions  for  the  same  periods  of  time,  in  order  to  render  easy  a  study  of 
causal  relations  between  the  occurrence  of  the  meteorological  conditions  and 
the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  in  question.  Similar  exhibits  for  these  and  for 
other  diseases  are  printed  on  subsequent  pages  of  this  article. 

The  blanks  for  the  weekly  reports  upon  which  this  compilation  is  based  are 
printed  on  postal  cards,  which  are  supplied  to  such  regular  Correspondents  of 
the  Board  as  consent  to  make  reports,  and  to  the  Health  Officers  of  all  cities 
for  which  a  return  of  the  name  of  a  Health  Officer  has  been  received.  Blank 
record  books,  in  which  to  preserve  copies  of  the  reports  together  with  com- 
ments, etc.,  are  also  supplied  to  these  Observers  of  Diseases,  to  be  retained  by 
them.  The  reports  are  forwarded  weekly  to  the  Secretary  of  the  State  Board, 
at  Lansing. 

The  plan  of  making  the  report  is  as  follows :  Each  observer  to  mark  the 
disease  of  which  there  is  the  greatest  number  of  cases  during  the  week  for 
which  the  report  is  made,  1 ;  that  of  which  there  is  the  next  greatest  number 
of  cases,  2 ;  the  next  3,  and  so  on,  applying  consecutive  numbers  to  all  the  dis- 
eases reported  present,  but  marking  with  the  same  figure  all  diseases  of  which 
there  is  the  same  number  of  cases;  to  write  0  opposite  each  disease  mentioned 
of  which  there  is  no  case;  to  apply  these  numbers  without  regard  to  severity 
of  the  cases;  to  include  all  cases,  without  regard  to  when  they  were  taken 
sick,  so  long  as  they  are  actnally  sick  with  the  given  disease;  to  include  all 
cases  within  the  knowledge  or  reasonable  belief  of  the  observer,  without  regard 
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to  who  may  Imvo  charge  of  thcni ;  to  indicnto  tlio  severity  of  tho  diseases 
roj  orted,  by  tho  signs  =»,  +,  ami  — ,  denoting  rosixjcrively  that  u  <]i8c*ase  was 
usually  severe,  more  than  usually,  or  less  than  usually  severe.  It  has  not 
seemed  hest  to  usk  fur  an  exuct  statement  of  the  numl»erof  c^ibcs.  though  a 
blank  is  left  for  that  puipose,  on  the  margin  of  the  card,  for  the  coiivcnienco 
of  thosi)  observers  who  )trefer  to  stale  the  number  of  cases  nitlior  th:ui  the 
order  of  prevalence  by  the  foregoing  method.  To  illustrate  the  method  of 
making  the  reports  the  following  copy  of  one  of  the  blanks  now  in  use  is  given, 
correctly  marke<l,  in  the  '']n'e valence"  cidnmn,  for  the  number  of  cases  stated 
on  the  right-hand  mair^in.  Names  of  diseases  printed  in  italics  are  nut  printed 
on  the  postal  blanks,  but  are  supposed  to  have  been  written  on  the  rej[K>rt  by 
the  observer. 

Diseases  in 

tPlttuedato] 

weeJc  ending  Sat,, ,  188 . 


No.. 


Ed   15. 


(\ 


ifiii 

-2  =  5^5 


!I  u'S 


11 


411 


i  u> 


Rrain,  Inflrnnmation  of 

Bowels,  IndammatioD  of 

RronchltU 

Ctirebro.spinul  Meningitis. 

Cholcni  Infantum 

Cholera  Morbus 

Oonsuinptlon,  Pulmonar)*.. 

Group,  Monibnineoua 

Dlplitheria 

Diarrhea 

Dysentery 

Krynipelas 

Kover,  Intennittent 

Fever,  Remittent 

Kover,  Typlioid  (Bnteric).. 

Fever,  Typho-iualurial 

Influenza 

Measles 

Neunilgia 

Pneumonia 

Puerpei*al  Fever 

lihenmatism 

Scarlatina 

Small. ix>x 

Tonsintis 

Wiiooping.cough 

Mumpt 

Dyapepaia 


iVtV»l»l|i'«. 

Ordw.hwA. 

J4 
12 
11 


8 
10 
10 
IJ 

6 

3 

8 

13 

a 
11 
) 

9 
7 
1 

14 
0 

} 

e 

4 
} 
11 

e 
11 


SMb. 

CttMf. 

+ 

1 

— 

3 

:s 

4 

0 

— 

7 

+ 

6 

— 

6 

+ 

3 

= 

11 

ra 

16 

+ 

7 

« 

a 

+ 

19 

=* 

4 
o 

+ 


+ 


e 

9 
34 

1 

6 

0 

10 

13 

0 

4 

0 

10 

4 


,M.D. 

Two  of  the  diseasef*,  neni'algia  and  tonsilitis,  wore  not  printed  on  the  cards 
distributed  toobSLMveis  of  diseases  previously  to  October  1,  1878,  und  not  oa 
all  used  after  that  date.  It  is  therefore  probable  that  these  two  diseases  were 
not  Fo  generally  i-eportod,  when  prevalent,  during  tho  year  as  were  others  on 
the  printed  blank.  Two  of  the  diseases  inflammation  of  tho  brain,  and 
inflammation  of  tho  bowels,  were  not  printed  on  the  blanks  till  Jnly,  1870. 
Hence  they  are  not  included  in  the  tables  for  1878;  because  it  haa  been  found 
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that  a  d  1801180  18  more  likely  to  bo  reported  when  attention  18  called  to  it  than 
when  no  niention  of  it  is  thus  made. 

It  will  he  seen  that  two  classes  of  statements  are  included  in  the  prevalence 
column  of  the  reports,  one  as  to  the  fact  of  the  occurrence  of  a  diseiuse,  a  pos- 
itive, definiic  Htutemont;  the  other  as  to  the  relative  number  of  caises  of  the 
several  iliseases,  often  an  estimate  and  always  indefinite  except  as  to  the  fact 
of  there  bein^^  less  cases  of  one  disease  than  of  another,  less  of  a  third,  Ftill 
less  of  a  fourth,  and  so  on.  A  compilation  of  positive  statements  concerning 
the  occurrence  of  a  disease  will  give  positive  indications  as  to  the  area  of  prev- 
alence an<l  rime  of  prevalence  of  the  disease.  Statements  of  this  class  are 
included  in  Tables  1,  2,  and  3,  in  Diagrams  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  and  in  tho  exhibits 
correlating  statements  concerning  the  prevalence  of  diseases  with  statements  of 
coincident  meteorological  conditions.  An  average  of  the  statements  as  to  the 
order  of  prevalence  of  the  diseaises  will  be  somewhat  indefinite;  yet  it  is 
believed  that  in  the  fourth  column  of  figures  in  Table  2,  which  contains  sncti 
an  average,  some  reliable  indication  is  given,  for  the  time  specified,  as  to  the 
relative  number  of  cases  of  the  diseases  tabulated. 

The  comments  concerning  particular  diseases  are  given  in  connection  with 
the  diagrams  and  exhibits,  on  pages  following  the  tables,  and  near  the  close  of 
this  paper. 

In  Table  1,  pages  400-401,  the  names  of  the  twenty-two  diseases  tabulated 
are  arranged  in  oider,  by  months,  according  to  the  per  cent  of  observers  who 
reported  each  disease  present,  the  disenso  reported  by  the  greatest  per  cent  of 
observeis  in  each  month  in  1878  being  placed  first  in  the  column  for  that  month. 
There  is  also  stated  for  each  disease  the  per  cent  of  observeis  who  reported  it 
present  during  the  corresponding  month  of  1877.  In  a  study  of  this  table, 
comparison  may  be  made  with  statements  in  Exhibit  4,  pages  162,  163,  ia 
which  is  given,  by  months,  tlie  number  of  correspondents  who,  in  reply  to  cir- 
culars relative  to  the  prevailing  diseases  in  Michigan  in  each  of  the  years 
1875-0-7-8.  reiiorted  prevalence  of  many  of  the  same  diseases.  This  table 
should  also  be  studied  in  connection  with  Diagrams  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  on  pages  fol- 
lowing, which  give  graphic  statements,  by  months,  of  the  percent  of  weekly 
reports  stating  presence  of  each  of  the  diseases  here  tabulated  ;  in  connection 
with  Tables  Z  and  3,  pages  404-461),  which  contain  additional  statements  rela- 
tive to  each  of  these  twenty-two  diseases;  and  in  connection  with  Exhibits 
33-42,  on  pages  following,  wherein  comparisons  are  made  by  months  between 
the  prevalence  of  certain  of  the  diseases  tabulatetl  and  given  meteorological  con- 
ditions for  the  same  periods  of  time.  The  method  by  which  statements  in  this 
table  were  obtained  is  stated  in  foot-notes  to  Tables  2  and  3,  pages  405  and  449. 

Table  I  should  also  be  studied  in  connection  with  Diagrams  I. -A III.,  pages 
345-31)2,  wherein  statements  of  many  of  the  meteorological  conditions  in 
iy]ichi;j:an  in  187^  are  graphically  re))re8eiited. 

Exiiibit  30,  page  402,  gives  a  general  idea  of  the  distribution  of  the  observers 
of  diseases  ihroughout  the  State,  and  also  of  the  number  of  observers  report- 
ing in  different  parts  of  the  State  in  each  month  of  the  year.  It  states  for 
each  of  the  ten  geographical  divisions  of  the  State  from  which  weekly  reports 
were  received  during  the  year,  and  also  for  the  whole  State,  the  number  of 
observers  from  whom  reports  were  received  for  each  month  of  the  year,  and  for 
the  year  1818,  aii<l  also  the  number  of  weekly  re|K)rts  received  each  month  and 
for  the  vear.  A  statement  of  the  counties  included  in  each  of  these  divisions 
is  given  in  Exhibit  1,  page  153.  The  localities  for  which  rejiorts  were  received 
for  each  month  of  the  year,  and  the  number  of  reports  received  from  each 
observer  fur  each  month  and  for  the  year,  are  stated  in  Exhibit  31,  pages  420-1. 
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Table  2,  pages  404-419,  exhibits  for  the  State  and  for  each  of  the  geograph- 
ical divisions  of  the  State  from  which  weekly  reports  have  been  received,  a 
summary,  for  the  year  aud  for  each  month  of  the  year  1878,  of  statements 
tabulated  in  Table  3,  on  pages  422-469  of  this  Report,  in  which  the  reports 
received  from  each  locality  are  compiled  by  months,  and  an  average  is  given  for 
each  of  the  10  geographical  divisions  of  the  State. 

As  in  the  Reports  for  1877  and  1878,  Table  2  includes  statements  for  the 
State  for  the  entire  year  and  by  months,  and  also  statements  by  months  for 
the  several  geographical  divisions  from  which  weekly  reports  have  been 
received.  For  want  of  room  in  the  Report,  however,  that  part  of  the  table 
which  relates  to  the  geographical  divisions  has  been  shortened  75  per  cent, 
in  the  following  manner:  the  columns  for  ''Times  reported  more  or  less  than 
usually  severe"  have  been  omitted  altogether,  the  columns  for  ''Average  per 
cent  of  weeks  reported  present  where  present,"  &nd  "Average  order  of  preva- 
lence where  present,"  except  for  the  line  "Average  for  tabulate  diseases  report- 
ed present,"  have  been  printed  in  the  lines  for  the  same  divisions  in  Tabled. 

In  stating  the  per  cent  of  observers  who  reported  a  disease  present,  the  first 
column  of  Table  2  indicates,  approximately,  the  area  of  prevalence  of  the 
disease.  The  second  column  of  Table  2  states  for  the  localities  at  which  a 
disease  was  reported  present,  during  the  year  or  during  any  month  of  the  year 
1878,  the  average  per  cent  of  weeks  it  was  reported  present  in  the  State.  The 
third  column  of  Table  2  for  the  State,  by  combining  the  statements  of  the  two 
preceding  columns  gives  an  idea  of  the  time  of  prevalence  of  each  disease  and 
the  area  of  its  prevalence,  by  which  comparisons  may  be  made  as  to  the  preva- 
lence of  different  diseases.  The  last  four  columns  of  Table  2  relate  to  the 
severity  of  the  diseases.  They  were  compiled  directly  from  the  weekly  card- 
reports.  It  will  be  seen  that  statements  relative  to  the  severity  of  diseases 
reported  present  are  not  made  by  all  observers  for  all  diseases  thus  reported. 
Diagrams  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  on  following  pages,  give  by  months  for  each  of  the 
22  diseases  tabulated  graphic  representations  of  statements,  in  the  third  column 
of  figures  in  Table  2  for  the  State,  of  the  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating 
presence  of  the  disease. 

Table  2  was  compiled  from  Table  3,  on  pages  422-4G9  of  this  volume.  In 
compiling  it,  a  fraction  less  than  one-half  was  rejected;  a  fraction  equal  to  or 
greater  than  one-half  was  counted  as  one.  For  other  comments  on  this  table, 
see  pages  251-253  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1877;  and  pages  256-257,  and  261 
of  the  Report  for  1878.  For  statement  of  the  plan  of  marking  the  card- 
reports,  see  pages  397-8.  An  article  on  the  Principal  Meteorological  Con- 
ditions in  Michigan  in  1878,  illustrated  with  graphic  representations,  by 
months,  of  the  leading  conditions,  is  given  on  pages  335-394.  Graphic  repre- 
sentations, by  months,  of  statements  in  the  fifth  column  of  pages  406-9 
of  this  table  for  the  State  are  given  in  Diagrams  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  on  pages 
following,  near  the  close  of  this  article;  where,  also,  in  Exhibits  33-42,  the 
statements  in  this  column  concerning  the  foUovvug  ten  diseases.  Bronchitis, 
Oholera  Infantum,  Consumption,  Croup,  Diarrhea,  Diphtheria,  Influenza, 
Intermittent  Fever,  Pneumonia,  and  Rheumatism,  are  compared,  by  months, 
with  given  meteorological  conditions  for  the  same  periods  of  time. 
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EXHIBIT  31,— a;  Montht  and  by  QeograpMcal  DMttong  of  Ot  St^*.  tli*  JFmtta  of  Ob- 
servert  whose   Weekly  Reports   of  D'ueates  are  ComplUd  in  the  foUowinff  Table*,  It* 

LocalUlef  fur  which  they  Report,  and  the  Number  of  Beporlt  received fi-OJ*  eaek(AierveT. 
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>r  countlea  in  each  dlTlilon,  see  Exhibit  1,  |Mi(s  lEI. 


Table  3,  pagea  422-469,  lias  been  compiled  directly  from  the  card-reporta. 
It  givea  for  each  locality  Irom  vhJch  reports  vere  received  a  general  idea  of 
the  diseases  which  occurred  each  moDth.  For  waot  of  room  on  the  page  the 
names  of  observers  are  omitted  from  this  table ;  but  when  there  was  more  than 
one  observer  at  a  place  daring  the  year  the  initials  of  both  are  given.  The 
names  of  observers  and  their  postoffice  addresses  are  given  in  ExhibitSl,  above, 
which  also  states  the  number  of  reports  received  from  each  observer  each 
month.  Except  in  the  case  of  health  officers  of  cities,  who  are  supposed 
to  report  only  for  the  territory  within  their  city  limits,  the  localities  for  which 
the  reporU  are  mode  include  more  or  less  of  the  vicinity  of  places  named. 
For  want  of  room  on  the  same  pages  with  the  table  some  of  the  side-notes, 
containing  statements  by  observers,  or  eunimaries  of  such  statements,  relative 
to  disemes  reported,  are  printed  on  the  pages  immediately  following  the 
table.  Other  comments  on  Table  3  are  given  on  pages  309  and  403,  and  in 
tbe  foot-notes  to  tiie  table.     Tables  1  and  2  were  mode  from  Table  3. 
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For  want  of  room  on  the  same  pages  with  the  tabic,  somo  of  the  lorger 
side-notes  to  Table  3  are  printed  here.  The  reference  letters  before  each  note 
refer  to  the  locality  for  which  the  note  is  a  statement.  The  names  of  the 
localities,  distinguished  by  the  same  letters,  may  be  found  in  the  first  column 
of  the  table,  on  pages  424-5,  for  the  January  notes;  on  pages  428-9,  for  the 
the  February  notes ;  on  pages  432-3,  for  the  March  notes.  Additional  remarks 
relative  to  some  of  the  same  localities  may  be  found  in  the  last  column  on  the 
pages  mentioned. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES  FOB  JANUABT.     {See  pOffeM  424-S.) 

h  Very  little  sickness,  4  weeks  ending  Feb.  2.  I  do  not  know  a  more  healthy  time  within  the  last 
S3  years,  Jan.  12. 

o  But  Tery  little  sickness  from  acute  diseases,  Jan.  6. 

p  But  Tery  few  cases  of  acute  diseases,  Jan.  6  and  19. 

t  For  the  month  of  January,  1878,  the  temperature  has  been  Tery  variable,  the  mercury  ranging 
f^m  8*  below  zero  to  49*  above;  the  warmest  day  being  the  SOth  and  the  coldest  the  6th  and 
7th.  Ozone  was  in  greater  quantity  than  ever  before  noticed  here;  greatest  coloration,  9,— on  the 
10th  and  15th;  least,  on  the  19th,  when  thcf-e  was  not  a  trace.  During  the  month  the  health  of  the 
place  has  been  qnite  good.  The  prevailing  disease  was  rheumatism.  Towards  the  latter  part  of 
the  month  there  were  two  deaths  said  to  be  cases  of  diphtheria.  Intermittent  fever  and  remittent 
fever  have  disappeared.— Feb.  1,  1879. 

t  One  death  from  cancer  of  uterus,  week  ending  Jan.  5.  * 

u;  Amount  of  sickness  very  slight,  Jan.  S6.  First  appearance  of  diphtheria  (contai^on  probably 
imported  from  Concord,  Jackson  co.),  week  ending  Feb.  2. 

66  Very  little  illness,  3  weeks  ending  Jan.  19.    Diphtheritic  sore  throat  prevails,  Jan.  2B. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES  FOB  FEDBUABT.     {See  pageM  428-0,^ 

hVerj  little  sickness  and  very  little  change  in  the  sickness,  4  weeks  ending  March  2. 

J  Within  the  last  ton  days  there  have  been  three  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  this  city,  one  of  whicli 
resulted  fatally.  There  have  also  been  about  fifteen  oases  of  chicken-pox  in  the  city.  The  cases 
of  diphtheria  have  disappeared;  the  family  where  there  were  three  deaths  from  it  were  poor,  with 
scanty  clothing,  and  ill-fod;  the  well  from  which  they  obtained  their  water-supply  vras  close  to 
their  own  privy,  and  also  to  tlieir  neighbor's  privy.  There  can  be  no  donbt  but  that  it  was  tme 
diptheria.— Feb.  11,  187a 

m Health  of  the  city  excellent;  there  are  some  chronic  cases  not  reported,  Feb.  16.  A  genenl 
time  of  health,  diseases  all  mild,  Feb.  23. 

« Mumps  disappearing;  two  cases  scarlatina  communicated  by  contagion,  week  ending  Feb.  ft. 
Pleurisy,  1  case,  March  2. 

t  Two  or  three  new  cases  of  scarlatina,  week  ending  Feb.  9.  Very  small  amount  of  sickness, 
Feb.  23. 

CO  Still  healthy,  Feb.  9.  Qnite  a  number  of  cases  of  sore  throat  attended  by  very  marked  cerebral 
disturbances,  some  with  nausea  and  vomiting,  Fob.  23.  Diarrhea  has  appeared  quite  frequently;  it 
is  usHally  attended  with  very  severe  headache,  often  with  much  pain  in  the  bowels;  considerable 
ozone  in  the  air  at  beginning  of  the  week,  less  diarrhea  at  end  of  the  week,— week  ending  March 
2.  Dr.  House  questions  the  genuineness  of  the  diphtheria  reported,  and  of  the  croup  reported  the 
two  weeks  ending  Feb.  9. 

ADDITIONAL  NOTES  FOB  VABCH.    iSee  pages  432-3.) 

AITardly  enough  sickness  to  tell  what  disease  is  the  most  prevalent,  March  SL 
i  IJttle  change  from  week  to  week,  March  9.    Increased  throat  ailments,  March  16.    Somo  increase 
of  inflammation  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  throat;  nothing  serions  yet,— March  23.    Ko  sick, 
noss  in  excess,  the  air  passages  most  marked  in  irritation,— March  80. 

k  But  little  sickness,  March  16.  This  season  has  been  one  of  extreme  health,  though  some  dis- 
eases  have  been  slow  of  cure,  especially  those  of  mucous  surfaces.  Gonorrhoea .  has  proved  very 
slow  and  tedious;  also  cystitis,  especially  in  pregnant  women.  Our  epidemic  of  scarlatina  which 
opened  np  the  winter  and  was  extremely  mild,  no  deaths  having  occurred,  has  I  think  subsided 
entirely.  Strange  to  say  we  have  had  no  pneumonbL  Phthisical  patients  have  fared  badly, and 
have  failed  rapidly.  Our  city  is  in  a  condition  lo  develop  considerable  malaria  at  the  opening  of 
hot  weather.— March  21. 
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DISEASES  WHICH  CAUSE  HOST  SICKNESS. 

By  the  evidence  in  the  third  and  fourth  figure-columns  of  Table  1,  pages 
404-5,  the  diseases  which  caused  the  most  sickness  in  Michigan  in  1878  seem 
to  have  been,  naming  them  as  nearly  as  possible  in  the  order  of  their  prevalence^ 
those  from  which  there  was  the  most  sickness  first: — 

Intermittent  fever,  bronchitis,  rheumatism,  consumption,  remittent  fever, 
influenza,  diarrhea,  pneumonia. 

The  relative  amount  of  sickness  from  these  diseases  is,  perhaps,  better 
denoted  in  Exhibit  A,  which  gives  the  per  cent  of  reports  stating  presence  of 
each  disease  and  the  average  order  of  prevalence  of  each  while  present  at  the 
localities  where  it  was  reported. 

In  this  connection  reference  may  be  made  to  Table  1,  pages  400-1,  to  the 
paragraph  following  that  table  on  page  401,  and  to  the  first  four  figure-columns, 
for  each  month,  of  Table  2,  for  the  State,  pages  406-9,  wherein  some  idea  is 
given  of  the  relative  prevalence,  of  the  several  diseases  tabulated,  in  different 
months  of  the  year. 

EXHIBIT  A. — Diseases  from  which  there  seems  to  have  been  the  Most  Sickness  in  Michr 
igan  in  187 8 ^  as  indicated  by  the  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  which  stated  Presence  of 
the  Diseases^  studied  in  connection  with  the  Average  Order  of  Prevalence  of  said  diS' 
eases  when  they  were  reported  present. 
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Diseases  in  order  or  apparent  amofnt  of 
Sickness,  Most  Prevalent  One  first. 

Intermittent  fever 

Bronchitis 

Rheamatism 

Consamption,  pulmonary 

Remittent  fever 

Influenza 

Diarrhea^ 

Pneumonia 

Average  of  22  Diseases 

Scarlet  fever 

Typho-malarial  fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 
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68 
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41 
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4.4 

25 
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24 

fi.4 

23 

fi.4 

21 

6.4 

*  The  greatest  possible  relative  prevalence  is  marked  1. 

In  Exhibits  A  and  B  the  diseases  are  arranged  in  order  of  prevalence  judging 
from  the  per  cent  of  reports  in  connection  with  the  order  of  prevalence  when 
present;  in  Exhibits  33-42,  pages  480-504,  a  study  is  made  of  certain  diseases, 
the  months  being  arranged  in  order  with  reference  only  to  the  per  cent  of  reports 
stating  presence  of  each  disease  in  each  month  of  the  year ;  a  column  is  given, 
however,  stating  for  each  mouth  the  average  order  of  prevalence  of  the  disease 
when  prevalent,  in  which  statements  may  be  found  the  explanation  of  some 
apparent  exceptions  with  regard  to  the  relations  of  meteorological  phenomena 
to  the  per  cent  of  reports  alone. 
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An  Attempt  has  been  niailo  to  detcrtnino  from  THbIca  9  and  3  the  relative 
nriKiiint  of  sickness  in  1878,  from  several  of  the  Icailtng  (lisotises  tubulated,  in 
esich  of  tlic  sis  geographical  diviBtoiieof  the  State  from  which  the  most  roporta 
were  recciveil.  A  table  has  been  made,  containing  statements  for  each  such 
division,  similar  to  Table  2  for  the  State  for  the  year  on  pages  404-5.  Tliis 
tiilile  is  printed  on  page  47^.  From  a  comparison  of  Btatemcuts  in  the  several 
cohmins  for  each  divii^ion  in  this  table  the  names  of  the  leading  disuasea  havo 
been  arranged  in  order,  those  from  which  there  seems  to  have  been  the  most 
sickness  being  placed  firat.     The  result  is  as  follows,  in  Exhibit  It. 

EXHIBIT  B.— By  Geoffraphical  DlvUioni  />/  the  iSoie.  the  DUeases  frnia  vshirh  there 
sremt  t-i  hava  been  the  Greatttt  Amount  of  Sickness  in  1S7S,  as  indicated  bg  the  Per  Cent 
vj  Weekln  lieporii  ttating  Preienee  of  each  of  the  Dlieaiet,  a*  itvilleii  in  evnneetion 

icith  the  Arerage  Order  oj  Prevalence  ufiaiil  disease*  when  reported  present. 
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Exhibit  33,  below,  brings  together  from  Table  2,  for  more  cotiTenient  com- 
parJBon  and  study  in  counectioii  with  the  diagrams,  statements  of  the  per  cent 
of  reports  for  each  month  stating  presence  of  each  of  the  diseases  tabulated. 
Graphic  representations  of  statemeute  in  Exhibit  3'Z  are  given  in  Diagrams  1, 
2,  3,  and  4,  pages  475,  490,  607,  and  508. 
EXHIBIT  Zi.—Ptr  Cent  of  Weeklg Eeportt  Stating Preiettee of  XHteatetSepreteitUd,  for 

the  Year  and  for  each  month  of  the  Year  1878;  alto  Average  Per  Cent  fitr  DUeatea 

JtepoTted  Preaent,— Compiled  from  3^11  Weeldf/  Suportt  lig  97  H«aUh  Qfflcert  of  CUiee 

antiBegular  Oorreiponaimtt  tf  the  Stale  Board  of  Health. 
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DIAGBAHS  OP  8ICKHE33  IK  1878. 

Though  Btatements  of  the  "order  of  prevalence "  of  diseases  based  on  the 
relative  nnniber  of  cases  of  the  diseases  reported  are  indefinite  as  to  the  actual 
amount  of  sickness  from  any  or  from  all  of  tbe  diseases,  and  averages  of  these 
statements  are  somewhat  indefinite  even  as  to  the  order  of  prevalence,  or  rela- 
tive number  of  cases,  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  statements  in  Exhibit 
Z%,  in  the  diagrams,  and  in  the  first  Sgore-column  of  the  tabular  exhibits. 


DIAGRAM  NaI  —diseases  IN  MICHIGAN.  BY  MONTHS  IN  ibtb. 
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on  following  pages,  relative  to  the  prevalence  of  diseases  represented,  are  of 
a  different  class,  and  indicate  something  absolute  as  to  the  time  and  area  of 
prevalence  of  the  diseases.  Every  report  states  concerning  each  disease  on  the 
list  whether  there  has  been  a  case  of  the  disease  daring  the  week  for  which  the 
report  is  made.  The  line  for  each  disease  in  the  diagrams  states  for  each 
month  what  per  cent  the  nnmber  of  times  the  disease  has  been  reported 
present  is  of  the  whole  nnmber  of  reports  received  for  the  month. 

The  height  at  which  the  irregular  line  representing  the  course  of  a  disease 
crosses  the  perpendicular  line  representing  a  month  indicates  what  per  cent  of 
reports  stated  that  the  disease  was  present  at  any  time  during  the  month. 
The  per  cents  indicated  at  the  heights  of  the  several  horizontal  lines  are 
denoted  by  the  numbers  in  the  left-hand  margin  of  the  diagrams,  running  by 
5's  from  5  per  cent  to  95  per  cent.  Other  per  cents  indicated  may  easily  be 
estimated  from  these,  and  are  definitely  stated  for  each  disease  in  Exhibit  32, 
page  474. 

Neuralgia  and  tonsilitis  were  not  printed  on  the  cards  used  previously  to 
October  1,  1878,  and  not  on  all  used  after  that  date.  It  is  probable,  therefore, 
that  they  were  not  as  fully  reported,  in  localities  where  they  occurred,  before 
October  1,  as  afterwards,  and  that  at  no  time  during  the  year  were  the  reports 
concerning  them  as  complete  as  concerning  the  other  diseases  tabulated.  Be- 
cause of  this  probable  inequality  in  the  reports  concerning  neuralgia  and  ton- 
silitis these  these  two  diseases  have  been  excluded  from  the  line,  ^'Av.  for 
tabulated  diseases  reported  prevalent,'^  in  Tables  1  and  2,  and  from  the  dia- 
grams. In  Exhibit  32,  page  474,  howeyer,  two  average  lines  are  given  for  the 
''per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  prevalence  of  diseases  represented,"  one 
excluding,  the  other  including  tonsilitis  and  neuralgia.  It  will  be  seen  that  the 
difference  between  these  two  lines  is  less  after  October  1  than  before. 

EELATIOKS  OF  HETEOBOLOQICAL  C0NDITI0K8  TO  CERTAIN  DISEASES. 

In  order  to  facilitate  a  study  of  the  relations  of  some  of  the  leading  diseases 
to  given  meteorological  conditions,  certain  propositions  have  been  framed 
concerning  these  relations,  and  the  exceptions  to  these  propositions  have  been 
noted,  in  order  to  learn  in  what  proportion  of  cases  the  propositions  hold 
true,  and  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  by  a  comparison  of  conditions,  the  causes  of 
the  exceptions. 

One  prominent  meteorological  condition,  and  that  to  which  all  the  other  con- 
ditions bear  more  or  less  direct  relations,  is  the  temperature.  Many  of 
the  diseases  studied  may  accordingly  be  classified  as  cold-weather  or  as  warm- 
weather  diseases.  The  propositions  with  regard  to  several  of  the  diseases 
may  be  stated  in  a  general  way,  as  follows:  That  bronchitis,  membraneous 
croup,  diphtheria,  influenza,  pneumonia,  and  rheumatism  are  more  than 
usually  prevalent  when  the  average  temperature  and  the  moisture  of  the 
atmosphere  are  lower  or  less  than  usual,  and  less  prevalent  when  the  tempera- 
ture and  moisture  are  higher  than  usual;  that  they  are  more  prevalent  when 
the  ozone  and  the  velocity  of  the  wind  are  greater  than  usual,  and  less 
prevalent  when  the  ozone  and  the  velocity  of  the  wind  are  less  than  usual ; 
and  that  cholera  infantum,  diarrhea,  and  intermittent  fever  are  more  than 
usually  prevalent  when  the  average  temperature  and  the  moisture  of  the 
atmosphere  are  higher  or  greater  than  usual,  and  less  prevalent  when  the 
temperature  and  moisture  are  lower  than  usual ;  that  they  are  more  than 
usually  prevalent  when  the  ozone  and  the  velocity  of  the  wind  are  less  than 
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usual,  and  less  prevalent  when  the  ozone  and  the  velocity  of  the  wind  are 
greater  than  usual. 

Tlieso  propositions  at  once  suggest  the  question,  By  what  standard  shall  we 
determine  when  the  prevalence  of  a  disease  is  *'  unasual,"  or  when  the 
temperature,  humidity,  ozone,  or  other  condition  is  **unn8ually"  high  or 
**  unusually"  low?  A  good  standard  would  probably  be  an  average  for  the 
given  month  for  a  period  of  years.  But  as  these  observations  of  diseases  have 
been  made  for  only  about  two  years  it  is  yet  impossible  to  obtain  that. 
Another  standard  tliat  may  be  used  is  the  average  prevalence  of  the  disease, 
or  the  average  for  the  given  meteorological  condition,  for  the  year  under 
consideration.  In  the  preceding  Report  this  has  been  taken  for  a  standard, 
and  it  is  here  used  in  the  preparation  of  tabular  Exhibits  33-42,  on  following 
pages. 

EXUIIJIT8  OF  DISEASES  AND  COINCIDENT  METEOROLOGICAL   CONDITIONS. 

In  the  tabular  exhibit  relating  to  each  disease  thus  studied,  the  months  in 
which  the  prevalence  of  the  given  disease  seems  to  have  been  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year  are  arranged,  in  order  of  prevalence,  above  the  average 
line  for  the  disease  and  for  the  conditions  studied ;  those  in  which  its  prevalence 
seems  to  have  been  less  than  the  average  for  the  year  are  arranged  in  order 
below  this  line ;  the  several  meteorological  conditions  for  each  month  are 
stated  on  the  line  with  the  mouth.  The  numbers  stating  meteorological  con- 
ditions which  seem  to  be  exceptions  to  the  propositions  thus  made  are  denoted 
in  Exhibits  33-42,  on  following  pages,  by  reference  letters,  a,  b,  c,  etc.,  which 
refer  to  foot-notes  containing  more  definite  statements  of  the  propositions.  It 
will  be  seen  that  in  some  cases  the  difference  from  the  average  (either  above  (Mr 
below)  is  but  small,  and  that,  therefore,  the  exception  or  the  agreement  has  but 
little  weight.  Propositions  have  been  made  also  concerning  the  average  daily 
range  of  temperature,  the  monthly  and  the  average  daily  range  of  atmospheric 
pressure,  and  the  average  atmospheric  pressure  and  the  prevalence  of  the 
same  diseases ;  but  concerning  these  conditions  the  relations  to  diseases  do  not 
seem  to  be  so  close  as  in  case  of  the  average  temperature,  hnmidity  of  the 
atmosphere,  ozone,  and  velocity  of  the  wind. 

The  distinction  between  the  cold-weather  and  the  warm-weather  diseases  is 
plainly  exhibited  in  Diagram  1,  which  has  been  constructed  with  reference  to 
this  contrast.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  lines  for  diarrhea,  dysentery,  cliolera 
infantum,  and  cholera  morbus  follow  closely  the  direction  of  the  lines  for  are- 
rage  temperature,  in  Diagram  I.,  page  345,  while  the  lines  for  bronchitis  and 
pneumonia  take  the  opposite  direction;  and  that  there  is,  perhaps,  even  a 
closer  correspondence  (or  a  stronger  contrast,  as  the  case  may  be)  between  the 
course  of  these  diseases  and  the  lines  for  ozone,  and  for  velocity  of  the  wind,  in 
Diagrams  VI.,  VII.,  and  VIII.,  pages  370,  373,  and  375.  Concerning  the 
relation  of  wind  and  ozone  to  several  of  these  diseases,  something  was  said  on 
pages  371  and  389. 

A  comparison  of  Diagram  1,  which  exhibits  the  contrast  mentioned  above, 
witli  the  line  in  Diagram  4  which  represents  the  average  of  twenty-two 
diseases,  serves  to  show  the  importance  of  studying  each  of  the  diseases  sepa- 
rately; for,  notwithstanding  the  strongly-marked  characters  of  several  of  the 
diseases  included  in  that  average,  the  divergencies  in  opposite  directions  tend 
to  neutraliz3  each  other  in  such  manner  that  the  line  for  the  average  runs 
almost  directly  across  the  page. 

In  1877  and   1878   pneumonia,   influenza,  and  rheumatism  reached  their 
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lowest  poiut  in  Angust,  li^hile  diarrhea,  cholera  morbus,  and  cholera  infantum 
reached  their  highest  point  in  that  same  month;  in  1877  bronchitis  reached 
its  lowest  point  in  August,  and  in  1878  in  July. 

BRONCHITIS. 

The  average  daily  range  of  temperature  is  greatest,  and  great  ranges  seem  to 
occur  most  frequently  in  the  warm  months.  These  are  also  months  in  which, 
for  several  reasons,  diseases  of  the  air-passages  are  least  frequent. 

By  an  examination  of  Exhibit  33,  page  480,  it  may  be  seen  that  with  the 
exception  of  April  and  May,  that  is  in  ten  months  of  the  twelve,  the  average 
temperature  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the  year  in  mouths  when  the 
per  cent  of  reports  stating  presence  of  bronchitis  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  it  was  higher  than  the  average  in  months  when 
the  per  cent  of  reports  was  less  than  the  average.  The  greater  than  average 
prevalence  of  bronchitis  in  April  and  May  when  the  temperature  was  higher 
than  the  average,  may  perhaps  be  explained  by  the  very  high  wind  in  April, 
the  higher  than  average  wind  in  May,  the  greater  than  the  average  quantity 
of  ozone,  and  the  greater  than  average  range  of  temperature  from  day  to 
day,  in  both  months. 

Except  in  April  and  May  the  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air  was  greater 
than  the  average  for  the  year  in  those  months  when  the  per  cent  of  reports 
stating  presence  of  bronchitis  was  greater  than  the  average  for  the  year. 

The  absolute  humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  less  thau  the  average  for  the 
year  in  all  mouths  in  which  the  per  cent  of  reports  stating  presence  of  bron- 
chitis was  greater  than  the  average  for  the  year.  Excepting  October,  the 
absolute  humidity  was  greater  than  the  average  for  the  year  in  months  when 
the  per  cent  of  reports  was  less  than  the  average.  It  follows  that  with  this  one 
exception  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  less,  and  that  the  quantity 
exhaled  daily  in  excess  of  that  inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  more  than 
the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of  bronchitis;  and  that  more 
vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  less  excess  exhaled  in  months  when  less  bronchitis 
was  reported. 

Excepting  November,  the  day  and  night  ozone  were  more  abundant  than  the 
average  for  the  year,  in  months  when  the  per  cent  of  reports  stating  presence 
of  bronchitis  was  greater  than  the  average  for  the  year.  The  exception  for 
November  may  have  been  due  to  the  low  temperature  in  that  mouth ;  but  an- 
other explanation  is  suggested  on  page  481.  In  every  month  in  which  the  per 
cent  of  reports  stating  the  presence  of  bronchitis  was  less  than  the  average  for 
the  year,  the  day  and  night  ozone  were  less  abundant  than  the  average. 

With  some  exceptions,  bronchitis  seemed  to  be  more  than  usually  prevalent  in 
months  when  the  monthly  and  the  average  daily  range  of  atmospheric  pressure 
were  greater  tlian  tlie  averages  for  the  year.  The  disease  seemed  to  have  little 
connection  with  the  average  atmospheric  pressure. 

Thougii  the  evidence  is  not  complete  for  the  year,  bronchitis  was  more 
prevalent  in  months  when  the  average  velocity  of  tlie  wind  was  great,  and  less 
prevalent  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  less  than  usual. 

The  observations  of  velocity  of  wind  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  State 
Board  of  Health,  Lansing;  the  other  conditions  were  observed  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Prof.  R.  0.  Kedzie  at  the  Agricultural  College,  near  Lansing,  and  near 
the  center  of  tlie  thickly  settled  part  of  the  State.  These  observations  are 
believed  to  supply  data  valuable  for  comparison  with  the  records  of  sickness  in 
the  State. 
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EXHIBIT  33.— Per  Cent  ^  Wteklu  Si-porU  of  DUawet  In  Wehigan.  Stating  Prtsettt 
of  BrunchUit  during  Ihe  Year  and  faring  each  Atonth  of  the  Tear  IS7S,  Compared  nttk 
aome  gieeH  Atfteoroliglenl  Condillont  exiitlng  at  the  tame  lime,  at  the  Stale  AgriatUnTat 
College,  near  Lan»ing,  illchigan,  and  near  the  Center  of  the  thleklp-aeuled  part  <-f  tkt 
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•AitillUonsI  ststemcntarolollie  to  mpteorologlciil  condltloD>  buit  be  found  In  an  ■.rtlcle  on  tin 
FrinclinlMeleorologicilCondilionB  in  Michigan  in  IBTS.on  pages  m-3M  of  thliBapoTt.  SiKlemeBtt 
relotico  tolhe>oi1mol9(aro  unil  grounil  valer,  by  monthtln  187B,  are  giien  in  Eihlbits  Tand  B,aiiil 
in  Biimmarr  foot-note*  on  pagci  173-3. 

t  Explanations  of  etalemcnla  !n  thetc  colnmna,  and  other  atalenienta  relatlro  to  [tan  prevalence, 
In  len,  of  the  discnso  under  c  on  t  Me  rat  Ion.  maj-  be  foand  in  Tablet  1, 3;  and  4,  pagaa  401-MB,  47SoC 
thia  Re|»rt,  and  alio  In  DUgrama  1,  t,  K.  and  4,  pafce  47S  and  following  p*SM- 

tSmall  numliera,  in  this  eolamn,  indicate  great  preralence  in  the  loealitlea  where  the  diteaie 
occnrred,  aa  compared  with  othct  diaeaaea;  and  Inrge  DDmbera,  a  leea  prcralence.  Bat  aee  pagea 
Xl-KB,  1T4. 

I  Calculated  from  readinga  of  dr;-bnlb  and  net-balb  thermometera. 

II  Calculated  for  IS  reaplrattona  per  minute,  of  30  cable  lochea  of  air  each. 

lAMumlngtbe  air  exhaled  to  be  aatnrated  irltb  vapoiat  the  temperature  of  M*  F.,  Id  which  cue 
each  culls  foot  of  air  contain)  lt.tu  gralna  of  Taper,  and  18  reiplratlona  per  mlnate,  of  3)  cnbie 
iBchuof  air  aaeta,  make  ilM  Troy  onncea  of  vaiwr  exhaled  dally.  So  eorrection  has  been  made 
ftrazpaBdoasf  tha  air  after  It  ia  inhaled. 

■*  "-^  aaaTiMi^  bal  tha  •xuwma  range  far  the  year. 
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Of  all  the  conditious  studied  in  Exhibit  33,  absohite  humidity  and  ozone 
seem  to  Iiavo  had  the  closest  relations  to  bronchitis.  It  is  worthy  of  notice  that 
the  two  exceptions  (for  October  and  November)  are  both  capable  of  explana- 
tion by  the  supposition  that  the  effects  of  conditions  in  one  month  sometimes 
extend  over  somewhat  into  the  succeeding  month, — thus  the  effects  of  the 
warm,  moist,  and  still  air  of  September  with  its  small  quantity  of  ozone  may 
have  tended  to  lessen  the  bronchitis  in  tlie  first  part  of  October  notwithstand- 
ing the  humidity  in  October  averaged  a  little  less  than  for  the  year ;  the  cool, 
dry,  and  windy  atmosphere  in  October  may  have  their  effects  apparent  in  the 
more  than  average  bronchitis  in  November  notwithstanding  the  ozone  in  that 
month  was  slightly  less  than  the  average  for  the  year. 

By  Exhibit  37,  on  page  492,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  statements  of  facts 
and  tiie  suggestions  in  the  above  paragraph  are  as  applicable  to  influenza  as  to 
bronchitis,  in  1878. 

tt  The  observations  of  the  velocity  of  the  wind  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  Lansing. 

ff  Average  for  the  11  months,  January  to  November. 

a  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  tlian  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  In  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  Temperature  was  greater  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  year;  and  leM,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

6  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  Average  Dally  Temperature  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  kigker  than  the  average. 

e  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  tlian  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  Relative  ITnmidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  tlian  the  aver* 
age  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average.  In  September  the  per  cent 
of  reports  was  less  than  the  average  and  the  relative  humidity  equal  to  the  average  for  the  year. 

d  An  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  less  than  the  average 
for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average.  It  follows  that  with  this 
one  exception  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  less,  and  that  the  amount  exhaled  daily  in 
excess  of  that  inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  bronchitis;  and  that  mere  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  less  excess  exhaled,  in 
months  when  less  bronchitis  was  reported. 

€  An  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  In  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the  Day 
observation,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months 
when  It  was  less  than  the  average. 

/  An  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the  Night 
observation,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months 
when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

O  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stated 
presence  of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  greater  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  eleven  months,  January  to  November;  and  less,  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  less 
than  the  average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the 
average  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  bronchitis  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 
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EXHIBIT  34.— Pnbobonia.— Per  Cent  of  Wetkly  Beportt  of  Z>I»etx»e»  tnXiehign, 
Slating  I'retenctnf  Pneainonitt^durSa;/  the  Year  and  during  «aeh  Month  of  the  Tenr  1878, 
Compared  uiilh  some  given  Meleorutiglcal  CondUiong  exi»ting  at  the  aame  time,  at  theStalt 
AgriCttUural  C-illegc,  near  Laming,  J/tcft.,  and  near  the  center  of  the  thicklj/seUted  part 
of  the  Slate.'  " 
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*■  1. 1-  fi  111  ^-    3ea  fooI-DDtgi  vlth  than  marki  In  Eihlblt  33,  psgo  481; 

••  Not  an  avenge,  but  tbe  eitrenis  noge  for  (be  roar. 

tt  Ttag  i>li«er>a(ioai  of  the  Telocity  of  the  wind  wore  made  At  tbe  ofioe  of  the  Bt>M  Boud  of 
Health,  LanalDK. 

If  Average  far  tbe  U  manthi  Janoarr  to  KoTombtr. 

a  KiceptloDB  to  tbe  propoBition  that  nar*  than  the  BTsnge  per  cant  of  reporto  atAtMl  pieMnM 
of  pnaumonia  In  montba  when  the  Averaga  Dallr  Bange  of  Tampeiatare  waa  sraatoi  thftn  tin 
BTorage  for  tbe  ;ear;  and  Imb,  Id  montba  when  It  waB  laaa  than  tbesrerage. 

b  Exceptions  to  the  propoBitloD  that  laoTe  than  tbeaiaraKa  percent  of  raporta  atatMt  jmMBOCOf 
pneumonia  In  montba  Khen  the  AToraKO  Dally  Temperature  was  loirn  than  the  aTBTa(«  for  tha 
year;  anil  I«b,  in  iiionlbs  when  it  wbb  higher  than  tbe  arerage. 

eExcepIiona  to  the  propoililon  that  nore  than  theaTOrnga  per  cent  of  reporta  atatad  proaencaot 
pDOumonlA  in  months  when  the  Kolalivo  IIurQldlty  of  theatmoephere  waa  srealer  than  thearerag* 
for  tbe  yenr;  anil  Imb,  In  tnontba  nhen  it  wa«  Ibbs  than  the  averase.  In  Saptember  the  p«Tc«Dtot 
reports  was  loss  than  iho  average  and  the  relatlie  humidity  equal  lathe  avenge  for  the  yoar. 

dTtaoro  uro  two  exception!  to  the  propoaitlon  that  Bare  than  thaavange  per  cant  of  raportl 
slated  presence  of  pnennoDla  in  mouths  when  the  AbBolqte  Hamldlty  of  the  ktmoepbor*  w*i  Ism 
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PNEUMONIA  AND  THE  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AIR. 

On  pages  304-5  of  last  Report,  for  1878,  it  may  be  seen  that  the  meteoro- 
logical conditions  most  closely  related  to  pneumonia  in  1877  were  temperature, 
absolute  humidity,  and  night  ozone,  and  that  the  evidences  of  such  relations 
were  about  as  strong  as  they  could  be,  the  propositions  holding  true  in  twelve 
cases  out  of  twelve.  Inasmuch  as  there  seems  to  be  a  tendency  (not  on  the 
part  of  the  writer)  to  distrust  the  reliability  of  observations  on  ozone  by 
means  of  Schonbein's  test  paper,  it  is  worthy  of  remark  that  of  the  three  con- 
ditions mentioned  above  the  only  one  which  remained  perfectly  constant  in  its 
relations  to  pneumonia  for  1878  as  in  1877  was  the  ozone.  The  wind  seems  to 
have  had  a  closer  relation  than  did  the  temperature  (possibly  because  wind 
brings  ozone  somewhat  in  proportion  to  its  velocity?),  the  high  wind  in  April 
being  coincident  with  much  pneumonia  notwithstanding  the  temperature  was 
a  little  higher  than  the  average;  but  the  high  wind  and  dry  air  in  October 
seem  not  to  have  prevailed  over  the  small  quantity  of  ozone,  for  the  pneu- 
monia was  less  than  the  average  in  October,  and  did  not  reach  the  average  in 
the  following  month,  though  it  may  be  that  the  warm  moist  air  of  September, 
which  was  comparatively  free  from  ozone,  had  influence  in  reducing  the  sick- 
ness from  pneumonia  reported  for  the  first  part  of  October.  And,  again,  the 
slight  exception  in  February  to  tlie  proposition  as  to  the  wind  is  apparently 
explained  by  the  very  excessive  ozone  in  that  mouth.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
high  winds  in  March  and  April  seem  to  have  had  the  effect  to  cause  these 
months  to  rank  higher  in  sickness  from  pneumonia  than  would  be  expected 
from  an  examination  of  the  columns  in  the  exhibit  which  relate  to  ozone.  It 
is  remarkable  that,  with  these  two  exceptions  which  seem  to  be  thus  easily  ex- 
plained, the  prevalence  of  night  ozone  is  the  same  by  months  as  the  prevalence 
of  pneumonia,  so  that  the  months  arranged  in  order  of  amount  of  sickness 
from  pneumonia  are  also  in  order  of  amount  of  ozone  in  the  night  air,  the 
months  of  most  sickness  and  most  ozone  first,  M&rch  and  April  being  excep- 
tional, because  of  extraordinary  wind,  as  just  explained. 

This  disease  may  profitably  be  studied,  for  1878,  in  Diagram  1,  page  475,  in 

than  the  average  for  the  year;  and  lau,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average.  It  fol- 
low! that,  with  these  two  exceptions,  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  less,  and  that  the 
amount  exhaled  daily  in  excess  of  that  inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  mere  than  the  average 
percent  of  reports  stated  presence  of  pnenmonla;  and  that  mere  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  less 
excess  exhaled  daily,  in  months  when  less  pnenmonla  was  reported. 

«  There  is  no  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  i>er  cent  of  reports  stated 
presence  of  pneumonia  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by 
the  Day  observations,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in 
months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

/  There  is  no  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated 
presence  of  pneumonia  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  In  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by 
the  Night  observation,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year;  and  less, 
in  months  when  It  was  less  than  the  average. 

g  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
pneumonia  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  greater  tlian  the  average  for  the 
11  months  Jan.  to  Nov.,  and  less  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  less  tlian  the  average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
pneamonia  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
pneumonia  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Bange  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  It  was  less  than  the  average. 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
pneumonia  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  averago^ 
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connection  with  Diagrama  I.,  II.,  VI.,  VII.,  and  VIIL,  on  pages  345,  352, 
370,  373,  and  375,  vh\c\\  exhibit  several  meteorological  conditions  which  seem 
to  have  close  relations  to  pneumonia.  On  pages  471  and  413,  the  relative 
prevalence  ot  pueamonia  compared  with  other  diseases  is  shotrn. 

EXHIBIT  36.— KEUBRANEOIT3  Croup.— Par  Cent  of  Weekly  BtportM  of  DUeate*  i* 
Michigan,  Stating  Presence  of  Membraneout  Group,  during  the  Tear  and  during  eaek 
Month  of  the  Tear  1878,  Compared  afth  tone  given  Meteorological  OondUiona  exUttng^ 
the  lame  time,  at  Iha  State  AgricnUwat  Oollege^near  LanMing,  Mtohiffait,  and  near  lit 
eentfr  ofthethicklg-tettledpaHofthtStatt'.n 
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vitb  Iheic  raarki  In  Exhibit  tJ,  pages  lSO-1. 

slacitj  of  ttae  wind  irers  made  at  the  olBca  of  the  State  BMnt  Of 


tr  The  obeerTBttDE 
Qeallb,  Lknalng, 

Jf  Araraga  tor  the  11  months,  Jsnnary  to  Novomber. 

a  Exceptions  to  the  proposltloD  that  nar*  than  the  aiorage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  preienee 
Of  membraDeauicroiipin  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  Tampentnre  was  irvaatartbaa 
tha  average  for  the  jear;  and  Int.  in  monlha  when  it  was  Itii  than  the  average. 

b  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  laor*  Ihnn  the  sTerage  per  cent  of  reports  atkted  presence 
of  meiDbraneons  cronp  In  months  when  the  Average  Dollv  Temperatnre  wus  lower  tluui  the  average 
for  the  year;  and  less,  in  moatbl  when  It  was  kl^er  than  the  average. 
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CROUP,   MEMBRANEOUS  CROUP,    AND  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AIR. 

In  compiling  and  studying  the  Vital  Statistics  of  Michigan,  the  writer  has 
found  the  relations  of  deaths  from  croup  to  meteorological  conditions  to  differ 
very  considerably  from  the  relations  of  deaths  from  diphtheria  to  those  same 
conditions.  In  the  yital-statistics  returns  it  is  not  practicable  to  study  sepa- 
rately the  deaths  from  membraneous  croup.  Having  these  facts  in  mind,  the 
blanks  for  vreekly  reports  of  diseases  were  planned  to  secure  reports  of  sickness 
from  membraneous  croup,  leaving  spasmodic  croup  to  be  written  on  the  card- 
report  by  the  observer  wherever  the  disease  should  appear.  Very  little  sickness 
from  spasmodic  croup  has  been  reported.  Exhibit  35  relates  to  sickness  from 
membraneous  croup,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  Exhibit  36,  relative  to  sick- 
ness from  diphtheria,  does  not  reveal  as  much  difference  as  was  found  by  a 
similar  comparison  between  deaths  from  croup  and  diphtheria  where  the  croup 
was  not  limited  to  the  membraneous  variety,  in  which  case  the  relations  of 
cold,  dry,  and  highly  ozonized  air  were  much  closer  to  deaths  from  croup  than 
to  deaths  from  diphtheria.  By  Exhibits  35  and  36  it  may  be  seen  that  the  re- 
lations of  such  conditions  to  sickness  from  both  membraneous  croup  and  diph- 
theria are  close,  the  several  propositions  holding  true  in  from  eight  to  eleven 
cases  out  of  twelve. 

e  Exceptions  to  the  propoiition  that  mon  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  BelatiTe  Hnmiditj  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than 
the  averago  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  ayerage. 

d  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  tliat  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  less  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average.  It  follows  that, 
with  these  exceptions,  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  less,  and  that  the  amount  exhaled 
daily  in  excess  of  that  Inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  re- 
ports stated  presence  of  membraneous  croup;  and  that  mere  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  less  excess 
exhaled  daily,  in  months  when  less  membraneous  croup  was  reported. 

0  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the 
Day  observation,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months 
when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

/  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mers  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  tho  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the 
night  observation,  was  greatti  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in 
months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

g  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  Average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  greater  than  the  aver> 
age  for  the  11  months,  Jan.  to  Nov. ;  and  less,  in  months  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  less,  than 
the  average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the 
average  monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  Bsre  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than 
the  average  range  for  the  year;  and  lc«,  in  months  when  it  was  Icti  than  the  average. 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
membraneous  croup  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  greater 
than  the  average  for  the  year;  and  lets,  in  months  when  it  was  Icti  than  the  average. 
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EXHIBIT  3 
Sicaing  Pretence  of  DIphlher    .  .  ,  .    .     __ 

Compared  viUh  fme  i/lveit  Mettoroloyicai  Condilinu  txMing  <a  the  aame  time,aa  Ofr- 
terved  and  Recorded  at  the  Slate  jtgricultural  College,  near  Lanitttg,  Michigan,  ami  acor 

the  center  of  the  thtckly-seltled  part  of  tlte  State.*,  tt- 


_ 

IICRIIHII 

s  1 

s 

S 

J 

". 

DogreM  F.lir. 

At.  of  Ob- 

*";;«'" 

Seul.rfin 

i 

racu. 

1 

1 

ElHALID. 

LVI^ll^. 

2^ 
I 

(B«dni»dto«T) 

"  1 

Ay.  R*mil 

= 

It 

J 

te 

"^ 

>; 

BlMMBTCI. 

1 

i 

1 

3-; 

K 

1 
1 

1 

1 

Iji 

)i 

I 
I" 

S  2 

Hi 

f 
r 

"J 

1 

1  ^  ° 

1 

1 

5 

lis 

5; 

■s  ■ 

1 

1 

II 

1 

1^ 

i 

1 

4 

1 
1 
J 

i 

1 

— 

Te«r  18J8._ 

" 

3.4 

"101- 

"IM- 

49.^ 

S1.98 

78 

3.(18 

J.3, 

"■" 

SM 

3.4! 

HiLi 

1.276 

.114 

».«» 

1. 

D«... 

10 

^a 

a  7.90 

all.71 

^ 

2-1 

^ 

^i 

loi 

10.87 

7L 

4,74 

LOOT 

.Hi 

W.I47 

Not,. 

011.07 

016.87 

3a.» 

10.16 

<a.!7 

(is.0 

■ 

9.W 

|| 

Jiin.„ 

30 

(.9 

onrj 

aIl(H 

as.ii 

1.12 

gn 

1,81 

].ll 

lO.M 

a74 

Ut 

6.7 

A.TOB 

.146 

»<M 

(kl... 

n 

0.S 

ia.77 

Si.S7 

64^33 

l.llB 

eie 

3.38 

3.11 

9.67 

.S.7I 

CI  97 

8.1 

fL.eu 

-IW 

J9.0W 

P 

ir.l.... 

u 

,., 

H» 

allt.Sl 

!8.07 

474 

ai 

191 

J.IO 

m4B 

S.O0 

A.  33 

ffiO 

LOSS 

.m 

}v.m 

Miir.. 

a 

' 

=12.W 

olS.61 

40.90 

112 

B3 

3.80 

1.TB 

9.93 

4M 

4.94 

t7 

.Ml 

.181 

iMLsn 

ATerege  .- 

■:, 

U*l 

13.78 

49.M 

I.6I 

78 

3,89 

2.31 

9.37 

3.» 

3.« 

i».l 

.803 

.11* 

»»> 

«l 

Aj>r,.. 

K 

11.07 

120.10 

»>.» 

aTfl 

sa 

rfS-M 

S1» 

9.4» 

f4.37 

Cl.51 

ffftfl 

A.m 

.080 

Mt» 

BtpL.. 

19 

*.i 

11.43 

Sl.tO 

BlU 

3.43 

78 

S.1B 

a.2t 

8.14 

ara 

1*0 

1.B 

lt.903 

.103 

JttlM 

If 

Aua... 

in 

B.a 

17.71 

27.74 

7a  IB 

1,95 

74 

COS 

3,7B 

7.M 

iSl 

1.E1 

3.1 

.434 

.OSS 

n.au 

M«... 

1' 

B.e 

«a08 

31,4S 

s4-a7 

3,14 

aj 

iiS.flB 

4.30 

0.3S 

e3.97 

rt.lO 

0&a 

.749 

.096 

fflOll 

P 

.068 

>a.08j 

■'-- 

" 

0.4 

U.80 

JiOl 

84,08 

lis 

7.1 

S,(iS 

AK 

^»- 

3.17 

a« 

AS 

.en 

.100 

^uo 

M.tifilli'.   Seo  foot.ni 
••  Sot  »n  sToniKB,  but  t 
tt  Ttio  obacrTnilon*  of  I 
nealth,  LBiDlns. 


>,witli  these  marks,  In  Exhibit  83,  pigeiieO'L 
sxtrcms  range  (or  the  year. 
Telocltr  of  tha  wind  were  made  at  the  office  of  tba  State  B 


a  Eieeptioas  la  Ibe  propoellian  Lhat  nore  than  tboaverags  per  cent  of  raporta  aUited  preMDCeOf 
dlpbthoria  In  inontbB  whon  tho  Aroras'^  Dally  Ran  go  of  Tempenlure  was  inatar  tbaa  th*«Tei«C« 
for  the  year;  and  1«i,  In  months  when  It  was  Isu  than  thaarenKS. 

b  There  la  but  one  exception  to  the  proportion  Ihit  nor*  Ihin  ths  BTeraga  per  eent  Of  reports 
staled  preeenco  of  diphtheria  In  tnontha  vrhen  the  Atmge  Dally  Temperature  was  lewar  than  the 
aierage  for  the  year;  and  ini,  In  monthi  when  It  was  tithtrthan  tbaaTenKe. 

e  An  ejiceptl'in  to  the  proposition  thnt  aiore  than  tlio  avenge  per  cent  of  report*  atAted  preaence 
of  dipbthoriu  Id  montha  when  the  Uelatlvo  lliimlillty  of  the  atmosphere  was  ^rsaler  than  the 
averago  for  the  year:  and  Igsi,  in  inonths  nhen  it  waa  Isu  IhiiD  the  average. 

d  Exeeptlona  to  the  propoaiiLon  tb:it  nors  than  IheBTOrago  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presenesof 
diphtheria  In  montha  when  the  Absolute  llamlilltT  of  the  atmoapbere  wasleu  tban  the  arenige  for 
the  year;  and  less,  lu  montha  when  it  was  greater  thaa  (be  average.    It  follows  Uiat,  with  these 
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THE  CAU8ATI0K  OF  DIPHTHERIA. 

Ou  paf^cs  105-131  and  164-7  may  be  found  data  relative  to  diphtheria, 
which  may  well  be  studied  in  connection  with  Exhibit  36,  on  the  page  opposite 
this,  and  with  Diagram  2,  page  490.  Comments  on  the  relations  of  diphtheria 
to  membraneous  croup  and  to  meteorological  conditions  are  given  on  page  485. 

As  stated  on  page  167,  it  is  probable  that  influenza  by  its  irritation  of  the 
air-passages  prepares  for  the  reception  of  the  oontagium  of  both  diphtheria  and 
scarlet  fever,  and  thus  tends  to  make  these  diseases  more  prevalent  in  cold 
weather.  It  is  also  probable  that  during  an  epidemic  of  diphtheria  many  mild 
cases  of  diphtheria,  in  adults  and  even  in  children,  from  their  very  mildness 
are  not  recognized  as  diphtheria  but  pass  as  an  influenza,  a  mere  cold,  or  head- 
ache, or  sore  throat. 

As  the  contagionsnefs  of  diphtheria  is  sometimes  denied  on  the  ground  that 
more  than  one  case  Eoldom  occurs  in  a  family,  though  there  may  be  several 
children  in  the  family,  it  has  been  thought  best  to  bring  together  some  of  the 
statements  received  at  this  office  which  tend  to  show  that  several  cases  in  the 
same  family  are  a  common  occurrence,  though  some  of  them,  especially  with 
adults,  may  be  so  mild  as  to  attract  but  little  attention,  often  not  requiring 
medical  treatment.  The  subject  is  of  the  greater  importance  from  the  fact 
that  by  these  mild  cases  the  disease  is  often  communicated  to  those  who  have 
it  severely  and  even  fatally ;  and  the  statements  here  given  are  the  more  valu- 
able in  that  they  are  made  by  men  whose  attention  had  probably  not  been 
especially  called  to  this  point. 

DIPnTHBHIA,  MILD  CASES   ARE  FBEQUBNT    IN   OONKBCTIOIT    WITH    SBVEBE  ONES,  AND  COMMUNI- 
GATE  THE  DISEASE,— <X>MMUNI0ATION  VBOM   O.  W.  TOPFINO,  M.  D.,  OF  DE  WITT,  M lOH. 

Secretary  State  Board  Health: 

Dear  Sir:— I  am  now  having  the  largest  numher  of  cases  of  genuine  diphtheria  which  I  have 
ever  had  at  a  time.  I  have  liad  10  cases  in  the  township  of  Riley,  about  five  miles  N.  W.  of  here; 
one  case  in  Watertown,  which  I  lost  this  morning,  after  an  illness  of  48  hours;  and  two  cases  in 
Olive,  five  miles  N.  £.  of  here. 

In  some  of  the  families  where  I  am  now  attending  cases  of  diphtheria,  other  members  of  the  famUy 
have  had  sore  throat  prior  to  my  being  called,  and  either  treated  them  themselves  or  procured 

two  exceptions,  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  less,  and  that  the  amount  exhaled  daily  in 
excess  of  that  inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  mors  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  diphtheria;  and  that  more  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  less  excess  exhaled  daily, 
in  months  when  less  diphtheria  was  reported. 

e  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diphtheria  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the  Day  obser- 
vations, was  greater  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it 
was  less  than  the  average. 

/  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diphtheria  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the  Night 
observation,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months 
when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

g  Exceptions  to  the  propositions  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  diphtheria  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  grealtr  than  the  average  for 
the  11  months  Jan.  to  Nov.;  and  less,  in  months  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  less  than  the 
average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diphtheria  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  There  is  no  exception  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  suted 
presence  of  diphtheria  In  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater 
than  the  average  range  for  the  year;  and  less.  In  months  when  it  was  lets  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diphtheria  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  lets,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 
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medicines  for  tliem  at  my  ofBce  on  my  perscription  without  seeing  them,  and  they'now  present 
evidence  of  having  had  diphtheria,  such  as  difficulty  in  swallowing  fluids,  choking,  flowing  back  of 
liquids  through  the  nose,  and  sometimes  light  diphtheritic  patches  upon  tonsils  and  fances,  tbongk 
they  are  able  to  be  about  and  out  of  doors.    Most  of  these  last  cases  have  been  treated  as  tonsilitis. 

In  the  families  where  it  prevails  but  few  of  the  children  escape  it,  though  some  have  it  mildly 
and  are  scarcely  confined  indoors  with  it. 

Four  of  the  cases  now  on  hand  are  dangerously  sick,  and  have  ;thick  and  dark  diphtheritic  mem. 
branes  on  their  throats.  I  have  removed  some  membranes  which  were  partly  detached,  but  they 
are  quickly  reproduced. 

A  few  who  are  considered  as  convalescent,  but  still  have  traces  of  diphtheritic  membroaei 

upon  their  tonsils,  persist  in  going  out  among  their  neighbors  in  spite  of  my  warnings  of  the  danger 

of  such  conduct.    If  it  continues  to  spread  I  will  inform  you  of  the  fl&ot.* 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

G.  W.  TOPPING. 

De  Witt,  Clinton  Co.,  Mich.,  July,  1878. 

▲  BBVERE  CASE  OF  DIPHTHERIA  AFPAREMTLT  DERIVED  FROM  A  MILD  CASE  IM  THX  8AMK  FAMILT,— 
COMMUNICATION  FROM  ROBERT  JOHNSTON,  M.  D.,  OF  MXLFORD,  MICH. 

Secretary  State  Board  of  Health: 

Dear  Doctor:— in  regard  to  Myra  Leonard's  death  (who  died  of  diphtheria  in  Highland  town- 
ship, five  miles  north  of  this  village,  Jan.  4, 1879),  I  would  state  that  an  older  sister  was  recovering 
from  the  disease  at  the  time  Myra  (aet.  10)  was  uken  sick.  The  older  sister  (IS  years  old)  had  the 
disease  in  a  mild  form,  was  not  treated  by  a  physician. 

Myra  was  taken  December  24, 1878.  I  saw  her  first  December  27.  The  exudation  then  covered 
all  the  mucous  membrane  that  could  be  seen  in  the  pharynx,  mouth,  and  nasal  caTities,  and  was 
the  most  extensive  I  have  seen  in  any  case.  The  cervical  and  submaxillary  glands  were  Tery  mneh 
swollen,  and  the  breath  very  offensive. 

I  saw  her  last  January  1, 1879.  The  exudation  was  nearly  all  thrown  off,  and  she  appeared  con- 
valescent; she  was  sitting  up  in  a  chair,  complained  of  nausea  at  times,  but  had  a  fair  appetite 
for  one  in  her  condition.  She  continued  to  improve  until  8  A.  M.,  the  4th  of  January,  1879,  whea 
she  suddenly  "gasped  for  breath'*  while  sitting  by  the  window  in  a  chair,  and  leaned  back  dead. 
She  had  rested  well  all  night,  had  taken  breakfast,  and  to  all  appearances  was  doing  well  until  a 
few  seconds  before  death.  There  had  been  no  reason  to  believe  that  the  larynx  had  been  invaded 
when  I  last  saw  her.  I  am  sure  there  was  no  laryngeal  trouble,  unless  from  iMtralysis  of  mnsclea 
I  presume  it  is  only  another  illustration  of  the  **lubility  to  sudden  death"  which  always  shonldbe 
remembered  in  giving  a  prognosis  in  a  case  of  diphtheria.  Perhaps  she  died  of  muscular  debility, 
or  paralysis  affecting  the  heart. 

There  were  three  other  children  in  the  same  rooms  when  I  was  first  called.  I  had  them  seat 
away,  and  but  one  of  them  had  the  disease,  and  that  case  was  mild. 

The  case  "  Irving  Bllcy,"  mentioned  in  my  report,  died  of  diphtheritic  croup.  No  operation  wot 
permitted,  although  recommended.  Bespectfnlly, 

Milford,  Mich.,  March  16, 1879,  ROBERT  JOHNSTOX. 

contagiousness  OF  DIFHTHERIA,-<X>MMUN1CATION  FROM  A.  J.  SAWYER,  M.  D.,  OF  MOHROB,  MKH. 

Mt  Dear  Doctor:— We  are  having  some  diphtheria  in  this  county,  and  I  hare  great  diAcnlty  hi 
convincing  the  people  that  it  is  contagious.  I  was  called  into  Bedford  township,  some  12  or  15  miles 
south  of  here,  a  short  time  since  to  see  a  child  suffering  from  this  fearful  disease  and  very  far  gone 
with  it,  which  died  some  six  hours  afterwards.  I  found  no  less  than  17  persons  in  the  room,  with 
others  constantly  coming  and  going.  I  made  the  crowd  and  neighbors  mad  by  clearing  the  room, 
sending  them  home,  and  requesting  them  to  stay  there. 

Yesterday  I  was  called  to  the  nearest  house  on  one  side,  where  lay  one  dead  child  and  three 
others  down  with  it.  One  also  died  in  the  first  house  on  the  other  side  of  the  first  house.  Notwith- 
standing all  this,  one  at  least  of  the  medical  attendants  who  preceded  me  still  insists  that  the 
disease  is  not  contagious,  and  the  people  were  going  to  have  a  funeral  at  the  church  to-day.  I 
happened  to  have  one  of  your  pamphlets  on  the  Restriction  of  Diphtheria  with  me,  which  I  left 
with  them  and  then  said,  "You  have  therein  the  testimony  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  eiwry  word 

of  which  I  endorse,  and  you  have  the  opinion  of  Dr. on  the  other  side.    Mow  In  Tiew  of  this 

and  that  so  many  have  died  here  from  the  disease,  you  can  choose  between  them.** 

But  what  I  mostly  write  for  is  to  know  whether  you  will  send  me  a  few  m»re  eopUs  of  your  paper 
on  the  Restriction  of  Diphtheria.  The  masses,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say,  the  profession  too,  need 
re-edueating  on  this  point,  or  the  people  will  half  of  them  die  of  this  disease. 

As  ever,  sincerely, 

Monroe,  Mich.,  Dec.  4,  2878.  A.  J.  SAWTEB. 


*  [A  fuller  report  of  this  epidemic  is  on  page  85  of  the  Report  of  the  State  Board  of  Health  for 
1878.] 
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Some  of  the  commanications  which  attribute  cases  of  diphtheria  to  the  use 
of  bad  water,  also  point  to  the  possibility  of  their  bein^  derived  by  contagion 
from  previous  cases.  In  the  following  communication  from  Dr.  Kitchen,  of 
one  of  the  families  in  which  diphtheria  occurred  and  which  used  the  condemned 
water,  it  is  stateii  that  they  *^have  had  the  disease  in  it  [the  family]  every  year 
for  three  years^  Thus  it  may  have  been  derived  from  an  infected  well,  or 
there  may  have  been  infected  material  in  the  house  ever  since  thQ  first  case. 

CASKS  OF  DIPHTHBRTA  AS80CTATED  WTTH  USB  OF  BAD  WATRR,— COMVUNICATIOXf  FROM 

BAMDBL  KXTCHKK,  M.  D.,  OF  BAST  BAOIMAW,  KICK. 

Dbar  Sis:— I  have  the  honor  to  report  a  few  cases  of  (Hphtheria  in  this  city  within  the  last  three 
weeks,— two  cases  in  one  fitmily,  and  three  in  another,  one  of  the  former  fatal.  The  cause  is  as 
usnal,  contaminated  well-water.  The  first  of  the  two  families  have  a  badly-kept  lot,  with  a  stahle 
for  a  horse  and  cow,  a  privy,  and  a  well  all  rather  close  to  each  other,  the  lot  wet  with  a  good  deal 
of  water  standing  on  it ;  and  nndoabtedly  a  gfood  deal  of  the  filth  found  its  way  into  the  well.  The 
other  family  have  had  the  disease  in  it  every  year  for  three  years,  and  the  bouse  is  one  of  half  a 
dosen  standing  close  together,  with  well  and  two  or  three  privies  close  together;  and  this  family 
is  the  only  one  using  water  from  this  well.  These  cases  were  all  attended  by  one  physician, 
from  whom  I  have  this  information.  I  am  very  truly  yours. 

Sou  aaginaw,  Mich.,  April  22,  2878.  SAMUEL  KITCHEN. 

In  the  following  letter  by  Dr.  Let,  it  is  worthy  of  notice  that  mention  is 
made  of  a  case  of  diphtheria  ''across  the  street"  from  the  one  where  the  bad 
water  was  used.  In  a  communicable  disease  like  diphtheria,  it  is  difficult  to 
determine  the  influence  of  bad  sanitary  conditions;  there  is  great  need  of  a 
sanitary  survey  which  shall  give  us  knowledge  of  the  conditions  where  diph- 
theria docs  not  prevail,  so  that  some  comparison  can  be  made  with  other 
localities  where  it  prevails,  or  with  the  same  localities  when  an  outbreak  of  the 
disease  occurs. 

OTHBR  MILD  CASBS,  AMD  CASBt  OF  DTPHTHBBITIC    SORB    THBOAT  A880CIATBD  WITH  USB  OF  BAD 
WATBB,— GOMMUMIGATIOX  FBOM  M.  D.  LBB,  M.  D.,  OF  BAOIXAW  CITT,  MICH. 

Dbar  Doctor:— On  February  l8t  I  was  called  to  see  a  German  child,  a  girl  Ave  years  old.  The 
child,  her  mother  says,  has  always  been  rather  sickly.  I  found  that  the  day  before  she  had  had 
slight  chills,  followed  with  very  high  fever,  which  was  on  when  I  visited  her,  about  2  o'clock  p.  m. 
Her  pulse  then  was  so  rapid  I  could  hardly  count  it,about  one  hundred  and  fifty,  as  near  as  I  could 
count,  small  and  short.  I  examined  her  throat  and  found  it  very  much  inflamed,  but  no  diph- 
theria deposit  yet;  but  I  pronounced  it  to  be  diphtheria,  and  prescribed  for  that,  and  congestion  of 
the  kidneys;  she  Is  very  much  t>etter  to*day,  urine  normal  in  color.  A  few  weeks  since  they  lost  a 
child;  their  physician,  a  German,  called  it  that  kind  of  croup  that  eannoi  be  cured,  I  had  a  little 
patient  across  the  street,  at  the  same  time,  with  diphtheria,  and  I  presume,  from  all  that  I  can 
learn  from  the  mother  and  others,  that  this  child  died  of  diphtheria.  The  mother  said  that  they 
had  all  been  more  or  less  sick  since  the  child  died,  and  that  she  now  had  a  sore  throat  herself.  I 
then  examined  her  throat  and  found  it  very  much  inflamed,  and  tonsils  swollen,  with  a  gray  spot 
about  one-third  of  an  inch  in  diameter  on  the  side  of  the  right  tonsil;  she  was  but  very  little 
feverislL  I  prescribed  for  her,  for  diphtheria.  She  is  now  better.  I  then  asked  them  if  they  had 
seen  anything  in  their  well-water.  They  said  they  had,  for  some  time,  seen  little  worms  in  it,  and 
she  dipped  up  a  glass  of  water  oat  of  the  pail  that  had  Just  been  brought  in.  In  that  glass  was  an 
ash-colored  worm,  nearly  a  half  inch  long  when  quiet,  and  nearly  one  inch  long  when  crawling, 
and  it  looked  whiter  than  when  quiet.  The  head  end  was  somewhat  blunt,  or  square  oflT,  with  a 
white  sucker-looking  mouth,  and  as  near  as  I  could  tell  with  my  naked  eye,  it  tapered  both  ways, 
from  the  center,  and  ended  with  a  sharp  pointed  tail.    I  had  them  stop  using  the  water,  of  course. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Saginaw  Cily,  ^6.  2,  1878.  N.  D.  J.EE,  M.  D.,  City  PhyHeian. 

The  foregoing  letters  were  received  before  the  adoption  of  the  plan  of  refer- 
ring such  communications  to  a  committee.  Much  more  on  the  subject  of 
diphtheria  may  be  found  on  pages  105-131,  in  this  Report. 

INFLUENZA. 

The  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  presence  of  influenza  in  1878  was 
greater  than  the  average  for  the  year  in  every  month  in  which  the  average 
temperature  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the  year,  and  less  than  the  average 
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in  every  moDth>  except  April  and  May,  in  which  the  average  temperature  vaa 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  year.  The  per  cent  of  reports  stating  presence 
of  influenza  ivas  greater  than  the  avcri^e  in  every  inonth,  except  October,  in 
wliich  the  absolute  liuniidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  less  than  tbs  average  for 
the  year,  and  Icbs  than  the  average  iu  every  month  in  vhich  the  abralnte 
hnmidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than  the  average  for  the  year.  It  m 
greater  than  the  average  in  every  month  iu  which  the  ozone  was  more  abun- 
dant than  the  average  for  the  year,  and  less  than  the  averagts  in  every  month, 
except  Xovember,  iu  which  the  ozone  waa  less  abundant  than  the  average  for 
the  year.     The  foregoing  comparisons  are  facilitated  by  a  stndy  of  Exhibit  37. 

EXHIBIT  37.— iNrLUKNZ*.— Per  Ceitt  of  Weeklg  Beporf  of  DUeatem  tn  MickigaK, 
Stating  Pruenc*  of  hfiuenza,  during  the  Year  attd  during  each  Month  of  U«  Tear  1878, 
Compared  tetth  tome  given  Meteorological  Oonditiont  exUting  at  the  tame  tint*,  at  tit 
Slate  Agricultural  College,  near  Laming,  Michigan,  and  near  the  Ceitttr  of  the  tXtek^ 
teUled  part  of  the  State.;^ 
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a  EzGaptlouB  to  tha  prapoiltton  that  Mtr*  thu  tha  tvenga  per  eeat  of  raparU  Matad  r 
of  inauenu  In  montha  wben  the  ATense  Dellr  Ranse  of  Taapenitara  wu  lomtm  lk«a  U 
nf  for  the  ynr ;  and  !•■,  In  monlhi  wken  it  wu  taM  th»a  Ike  •?•!•(•. 
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Tho  same  months  are  exoeptions  in  the  exhibits  on  bronchitis  and  on  influ- 
enza; and  the  statements  and  explanations  in  the  text,  on  page  481,  relative  to 
conditions  in  September,  October,  and  November,  as  inflnencing  bronchitis 
will  apply  with  equal  truth  to  influenza,  as  tabulated  in  Exhibit  37,  on  the 
page  opposite  this. 

The  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  presence  of  influenza  was  less  in  1878 
than  in  1877  in  January,  February,  and  March,  and  greater  from  April  to 
December  inclusive.  That  is,  in  nine  of  the  twelve  months  there  was  more 
influenza  in  1878  than  in  1877.  Some  of  the  coincident  conditions  seem  to 
have  been : — 

By  Exhibit  12,  page  341,  the  average  temperature  was  considerably  higher 
than  the  average  for  the  corresponding  months  of  the  preceding  14  years  in 
January,  Febniary,  March,  and  April,  months  in  which  influenza  is  usually 
prevalent;  and  much  higher  in  January  and  March,  1878,  than  in  those  months 
in  1877,  though  somewhat  lower  in  February,  1878,  than  in  February,  1877, 
which  was  the  warmest  February  in  the  15  years  1864-78.  The  monthly  aver- 
age of  ozone  observations  was  greater  for  every  month  in  1878  than  for  the 
corresponding  month  in  1877. 

The  supposed  causation  of  influenza  by  ozone  finds  confirmation  in  the 
observation  of  one  of  the  meteorological  observers  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Lee  S. 
Cobb,  of  Nirvana,  who  stated  in  communications  dated  March  2  and  14, 
1878  :— 

**  I  baUeye  I  conld  see  a  close  connection  between  the  changes  in  ozone  (when  Tlolent)  and  lang 
and  throat  complaints  in  this  vicinity.    At  the  times  when  there  was  a  large  amount  of  atmospheric- 
osone  present  coughs  and  colds  (?)  seemed  to  be  more  prevalent.    I  must  say,  however,  that  I  have 
not  alwayt  found  an  increase  of  such  complaints  following  such  changes." 

b  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  aera  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
inflnensa  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Temperaturcwas  lewer  than  the  average  for  the  year; 
and  IcM,  in  months  when  it  was  higher  than  the  averagei 

e  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  Bore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
inflnensa  in  months  when  the  Relative  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than  the  average 
for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  leu  than  the  average. 

d  There  is  but  one  exception  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  inflnensa  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  left 
than  the  average  for  the  year;  and  IcM,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average.  It  follows 
that,  with  this  one  exception,  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  IcM,  and  that  the  amount 
exhaled  daily  in  excess  of  that  inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  more  than  the  average  per  cent 
of  reports  stated  presence  of  inflnensa;  and  that  mere  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  1cm  excess  exhaled 
daily,  in  months  when  less  infloenxa  was  reported. 

€  An  exception  to  the  proposition  that  aere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  inflnensa  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the  Day 
observations,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months 
when  it  was  Imi  than  the  average. 

/An  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  inflnensa  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by  the  Night 
observations,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months 
when  it  was  len  than  the  average. 

ff  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
inflnensa  in  months  when  the  average  velocity  of  the  wind  was  greater  than  the  average  for  the  11 
months,  January  to  November;  and  len,  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  len  than  the  average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  wore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
inflnensa  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  len  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  Bsre  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
inflnensa  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  It  was  len  than  the  averagei 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  aisre  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
inflnensa  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  len*  in  months  when  it  was  len  than  the  average. 
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RELATION   OF   ItAQ   WEED   AND   OP  OZONE   TO   IKFLCBNZA. 

Tlic  Eharp  riso  in  the  inflnenzii  line,  in  Dtagram  2,  from  Augaet  to  Septem- 
ber may  liiivo  had  some  connection  witli  the  blosaoming  of  that  common  pUot 
I'ug  weed  (Ainbroaia  artemiaiojfolid),  which  in  Lansing  was  in  full  bloom  in 
the  week  ending  Saturday,  August  17,  1878.  By  Dii^rum  VII.,  page  373,  it 
may  bo  seen  thsit  the  average  lino  for  night  ozone  also  has  a  sharp  rise  from 
August  to  September. 

KBLATIONS  OF  BUEL'UATISM   TO   CLIMATE   AND  TO   OTHEB    DISEASES. 

According  to  Exhibit  A,  page  471,  there  were  only  two  diseaseB  which  caund 
more  sickness  in  Michigan  in  1878  than  did  rheuinatigm.  By  Diagram  4,  on  a 
following  page,  it  would  seem  that  consumption  caused  more  eickuess  than  did 

EXHIBIT  38.— Rheumatism,— Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of  DUeasea  in  MieUgaa, 
Slating  Presence  of  EheumaCitm,  during  the  Year  and  during  each  HvtOH.  ofllu  Oie  Year 
1878.  Compared  tcilh  gome  given  Meleorul.glcal  Condition*  exitltng  at  the  sam«(fn«,at 
the  Stale  Agricaliaral  College,  near  Laming,  Michigan,  onrf  near   tha  center  of  Ike 

thickly-ieltled  pirt  of  the  State.*,  +t 
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rheumatism,  but  tho  diagram  is  based  entirely  upon  the  per  cent  of  reports 
which  mentioned  each  disease  as  present  under  the  observation  of  the  reporter; 
while  in  Exhibit  A  allowance  is  made  for  the  greater  estimated  number  of 
cases  of  rheumatism  than  of  consumption  during  tho  occurence  of  rheumatism. 
Considering  Iiow  important  the  disease  is  in  relation  to  the  welfare  of  citi- 
zens of  this  State,  it  is  very  gratifying  to  find  that  the  conditions  of  its  preva- 
lence are  so  strongly  marked  as  they  appear  in  Diagram  4,  on  a  following  page, 
and  in  Exhibit  38,  on  the  page  opposite  this ;  because  to  learn  tho  causes  or 
conditions  essential  to  the  prevalence  of  a  disease  is  to  take  a  groat  stride  to- 
wards its  prevention.  It  will  be  seen  that  it  is  a  cold-weather  disease,  though 
it  was  not  quite  so  closely  related  to  temperature  and  humidity  in  1878  as  were 
some  of  the  diseases;  but  its  relations  to  ozone  were  nearly  as  close  as  were 
those  of  the  disease  which  had  the  closest  relations,  the  proposition  concern- 
ing coincidence  of  rheumatism  with  excess  of  ozone  holding  true  in  eleven 
cases  out  of  twelve,  and  the  exceptional  month  of  May  being  easily  explained  by 
the  second  figure-column  in  Exhibit  38,  wherein  it  appears  that  the  order  of 
prevalence  of  the  disease  whero  it  prevailed  was  greater  in  May  than  the  average 
and  even  equaled  that  in  Januaiy. 

tt  The  obsenrations  of  tho  yelocitj  of  the  wind  were  made  at  the  office  of  the  State  Board  of 
Health,  Lansing. 

}$  Average  for  the  11  months  January  to  November  inclusive. 

a  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  Bore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  Temperature  was  i^reater  than  the  aver* 
age  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  lest  than  the  average. 

b  There  are  but  two  exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Temperature  was  Iswer  than 
the  average  for  the  year;  and  letSi  in  months  when  it  was  higher  than  the  average. 

0  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  Bore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Relative  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  waa  greater  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  year;  and  Ism,  in  months  when  it  was  lets  than  the  average. 

(t  There  are  three  exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  Btre  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reporta 
stated  presence  of  rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  Ism 
than  the  average  for  the  year;  and  Um,  in  months  when  it  waa  grsater  than  the  average.  It  follows 
that,  with  these  three  exceptions,  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  waa  Ism, and  that  the  amoani 
exhaled  daily  in  excess  of  that  Inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  wun  than  the  average  per 
cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of  rheumatism;  and  that  «ere  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  len  ezeeaa 
exhaled  daily,  in  months  when  len  rheumatism  waa  reported.  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  one  of 
these  exceptions  (May)  both  the  per  cent  of  reports  and  the  absolute  humidity  are  very  near  the 
average. 

0  There  is  but  one  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  rheumatism  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indi- 
cated by  the  Day  observations,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and 
leae,  in  months  when  it  was  len  than  the  average. 

/There  is  but  one  exception  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  rheumatism  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Osone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  lodi- 
oated  by  the  Night  observations,  was  greater  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year; 
and  len.  in  months  when  it  was  ten  than  the  average. 

ff  Exceptions  to  the  propositions  that  Bsre  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  rheumatism  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  greater  than  the  average  for 
the  11  months  Jan.  to  Nov.;  and  len«  in  months  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  less  than  the 
average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  Itssy  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the 
average  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  whQu  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
rheumatism  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;^  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  tho  average. 
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EXHIBIT  39.— CoNacupTiON .—P<r  Cent  of  Weekly  BeporU  of  IHteiue*  («  Mfekifn, 
Slating  Prtience  of  Pulmonary  Comumptlon,  during  the  Year  and  Atrtng  each  Month  t>f 
the  Tear  1878,  Compared  with  tome  given  Meteor ol^cal  Oondttloiu  exUttng  at  theiame 
time,  at  Obterved  and  Recorded  at  the  State  AgriaHtural  GoUege,  near  LanBfng,  Miehi- 
gan,  and  near  the  Center  of  the  thieklv-tetlled  part  of  the  Slate,*,  ft 
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•.  1. 1.  f,  II.  V.    See  foet.notea  with  theiie  m«rk«,  in  Exhibit  U,  v*zt  48a 

■*Nat  aDBTermKe,  but  the  extreme  rangs  for  tlis  year. 

tt  The  obierTalloDB  of  velocity  of  the  wind  ware  made  at  the  ofllce  of  the  Stale  B«acd  of  Health, 
Lanting. 

H  Average  for  (be  11  nionlbi  Janusry  to  Norember, 

a  Exception  I  to  the  propoeltion  Ibat  non  than  the  aT«nge  par  cent  of  repoita  aUted  pteaeueeaf 
consumption  in  monlhs  when  the  Average  Dallf  Hange  of  Tempeiatnre  vai  graatat  than  tha  av- 
enigeforthoycar:  and  le«,  in  month!  when  11  wasltn  th&o  theaTerage. 

bTherelsnooiccplion  to  the  pTOpoillion  that  nan  than  the  aTBrage  percent  at  reportialattd 
preaence  of  consumption  in  months  whan  tbe  Avenge  Daily  temperature  waa  lower  thkn  the  AT- 
crage  for  the  year;  &nd  Ie»,  in  months  when  it  vraa  higher  than  the  average. 

e  Biceplions  lo  the  proposition  that  ■■re  ihin  theavermge  per  cent  of  report*  atated  preaeeeeof 
consnmptlon  In  months  when  the  Relalive  Humidity  of  the  atmoiphere  wM  graater  than  IheaTcr. 
agefor  the  year;  and  Im.  In  monlha  when  it  was  iasa  than  the  average. 

d  Eiceplians  lo  the  proposition  that  more  than  tbe  average  percent  of  reportaati 
coDsumpllon  Id  months  when  thoAhaolule  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  vaalaa*  than  thi 
for  the  year;  and  leui,  in  montba  when  It  was  greater  than  tbe  average.   It  IMIowa  that,  w 
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EXHIBIT  C^Summary  concerning Propotitiom  contained  in  EzhibUs  33-39^  concerning 
Relations^  by  Months  in  1878^  between  Greater  or  Le»»  than  usual  Prevalence  of  Diseases 
named  and  certain  given  coincident  Meteorological  Conditions, 


DISEASES. 


Bronchitis^.. 

Croup,   Mem- 

bnneous.... 

Diphtheria... 

Inflaenza 


Pnenmonia... 

Rheumatism. 
Consumption 


Months  in  which 

DiS  BASKS    NAM  ID 

wiBX  Mobs  than 

Usually  Pbbta- 

LKNT,  IN  1878L 


Jan.  to  May,  Nov., 

Dec 

Jan.,  Mar.,  Apr., 

Nov.,  Dec 

Jan.  to  Mar.,  Oct. 

to  Doc 

Jan.  to  May,  Nov., 

Dec 

Jan.  to  May,  Dec 

Jan.  to  Apr.,  Dec. 

Feb.  to  May,  Oct., 

Nov 


Months  in  which 
Diseases  namnd 

WKBE   Less   THAN 

Usually  Pbeva. 
LENT,  IN  1878L 


June  to  Oct 

Feb.,  and  May  to 
Oct 

Apr.  to  Sept 

June  to  Oct 

June  to  Nov 

May  to  Nov 

Jan.,    June     to 
Sept.,  Dec 


Fob  THE  IS  Months  of  the  Teab  1878,  Numbxb  op 
Months  in  which  Pbopositiobs  Hold  Thuk. 


That  Dlieasw 

named  were  More 
Prevalent  than 
usual  when  the 
Av.  Temp,  and 

Abeolate  Hamidi. 
ty  were  Lower 

than   nraal,    and 
Less  Prevalent 

when  these  oondl- 

tions  were  Hieh. 

er  than  otaiu. 


Tor 

Aversf® 

Tempe. 

ratnre. 


10 
10 
11 
10 

9 
10 

7 


For 

Abeolnte 

Unmid. 

ity. 


11 
9 
10 
11 
10 
9 
10 


That  Diseases  named  were  More 
Prevalent  than  nraal  when  the  Bel. 
atlve  Hnmidltj,  Osone,  and  Telocity 
of  Wind  were  Greater  than  nsoal, 
and  Less  Prevalent  than  nsaal  when 
these  conditions  were  Lower  than 
nraal. 


For 
Relative 

Fob  Oeonb. 

Humid. 

Ity. 

Day. 

Night 

10 
10 
11 
10 

9 
10 

7 

11 

9 

8 

11 

12 

11 

8 

11 

9 

8 

11 

12 

11 

8 

For 
Velocity 

of 
Wind. 


9 

9 
8 
9 
10 
9 
9 


The  relations  of  sickness  from  consumption  to  climatic  conditions  are  quite 
apparent  in  Exhibit  39,  and  also  in  Diagram  4  on  page  508^  though  they 
are  not  as  strongly  marked  as  are  those  of  the  more  acute  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  tract.  By  that  Exhibit  its  relations  to  absolute  humidity  of  the  air 
seem  to  be  closer  than  to  any  other  condition  studied,  the  proposition  holding 
true  in  ten  cases  out  of  twelve.  This  is  also  shown  in  Exhibit  C,  above,  in 
which  is  shown  for  several  of  the  cold-weather  diseases  how  close  the  relations 
of  each  disease  were  in  1878  to  each  of  the  prominent  meteorological  conditions. 

two  exceptions,  the  quantity  of  vapor  inhaled  daily  was  less,  and  that  the  amoont  exhaled  daUy  in 
excess  of  that  inhaled  was  greater,  in  months  when  aiore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports 
stated  presence  of  consumption ;  and  that  More  vapor  was  inhaled,  and  a  lefts  excess  exhaled,  in 
months  when  less  consumption  was  reported. 

e,  /  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  consumption  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  lesst  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

j^  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  consumption  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  greater  than  the  average  f6r 
the  eleven  months,  January  to  November;  and  less,  in  months  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was 
less  than  the  average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  More  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  consumption  i%  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  More  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  consumption  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the 
average  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

J  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  consumption  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  greater  thaa 
the  average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

63 
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By  Exhibit  40  it  mny  be  aeeu  that  diarrhea  was,  ae  DsanI,  Dioat  prevalent  in 
the  warm  weather,  but  in  1878  its  relations  to  absolute  hamidity  and  to  oaoae 
were  closer  than  to  toiuperature. 

EXHIBIT  40.  — DiAKRHEA.  — P«r  CttU  of  Weekb  ReporU  of  nisea*e»  i«  MieUge^ 
Stating  Pretence  of  Dlarrh«a,  during  the  Tear  and  durtiig  each  Month  of  the  Ttar  1^8, 
Compared  atth  tome  given  MeleorohgtecU  CondUtona  exitttng  at  the  game  time,  at  tht  Aob 
AgricaUarai  College,  near  Lttnting,  MUhigan,  and  near  tke  e«nter  of  the  thleUf-$mm 
part  of  the  &ate.',  ft 
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*>  t.  t.f.  Ill  TT,",  tl. !!'    SCO  faot-nnte>  nitb  IhBM  mAtki  In  Exhibit  33,  ]iBKe4Sa 

a  Exceptions  to  the  propoiltlon  tbat  Borc  than  the  BTsnge  per  cent  of  raporte  stBtml  preieMa 
of  diArrhoa  In  month!  irhen  the  Arerago  D&ll}-  Bangs  of  Tempanture  WM^nator  tUn  (b* 
BTGrege  for  the  fo"'!  an'll«>i  In  maDthawhen  It  wna  Ivi  Chan  the  BTange. 

b  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  men  tbao  the  arengo  per  cent  of  report!  •Uted  pT«MDM*f 
dlarrbcn  Id  month*  irben  Ibo  ATenige  Dalt;  TompentnTe  wai  higher  tbAn  the  MTemge  tor  the 
re>ri  and  ]«•■,  In  nionltag  wbeo  It  wai  loner  than  the  avenge. 

s  Exeeptiona  to  the  propoeltlon  tbat  nor*  than  iheaTaniga  per  cent  of  roporta  atatad  preeeaeaof 
diarrhea  In  montba  when  the  nelatlvo  HnmidlCr  of  the  atmosphere  wa*  leea  tban  theaTangefM 
the  jear;  and  1ms,  In  monttae  when  it  waa  graaltT  than  the  BTerage. 

d  Excopllona  to  the  proposition  that  nere  than  the  BToniga  per  cent  of  report*  atl 


WEEKLY  REPORTS  OF  DISEASES,  CALENDAR  YEAR  1878.       499 

DIARRHEA  IK  DETROIT  AND  THROUGHOUT  THE  STATE  IN  MAROH,  18781 

The  rise  for  March  iu  the  line  representing  sickness  from  diarrhea,  in  Diagram 
1,  page  475,  is  due,  in  part,  to  the  unusual  prevalence  of  the  disease  at  that  time 
in  Detroit,  a  portion  of  which  sickness  may  or  may  not  have  been  caused  by  a 
temporary  contamination  of  the  water-supply  by  roily  water  (due  to  great 
change  of  level  in  the  settling  basin,  or  to  the  disturbance  of  settlings  in  the 
conduits),  rather  than  by  climatic  conditions.  The  per  cent  of  reports  stating 
presence  of  diarrhea  in  March  throughout  the  State  was  34;  in  the  south- 
eastern division  of  the  State  (including  Detroit)  it  was  61 ;  in  Detroit  it  was 
100.  The  average  order  of  prevalence  of  diarrhea  in  Detroit,  in  March, 
1878,  as  reported  by  three  observers,  was  2,  the  most  prevalent  disease  being 
marked  1.  For  three  of  the  four  weeks  of  the  month  it  was  marked  by  two  of 
the  observers  as  first  jn  the  order  of  prevalence,  or  as  the  most  prevalent  disease. 

But  though  diarrhea  was  more  prevalent  in  Detroit  than  in  the  State  as  a 
whole,  the  disease  was  much  more  prevalent  throughout  the  State  in  March 
.  1878  than  in  March  1877, — the  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  which  stated  it 
present  in  March  1877  was  21,  and  in  March  1878, 34 ;  excluding  Detroit,  the  per 
cent  in  March  1878  was  31,  showing  that  the  per  cent  for  the  State  is  increased 
by  this  difference  of  three  per  cent  by  the  extra  amount  of  diarrhea  in  Detroit, 

Dr.  McQraw,  of  Detroit,  has  suggested,  as  reported  in  the  Detroit  Evening 
News,  that  the  epidemic  of  cholera  morbus  and  diarrhea  in  Detroit  in  March, 
1878  may  have  been  due  to  a  constant  evaporation  from  the  streets  and  gutters 
and  the  steaming  fields,  the  gutters  not  having  carried  off,  as  usual  after  a 
sudden  breaking  up  of  severe  weather,  the  surplus  of  the  winter  deposit 

Perhaps  the  explanation  suggested  by  Dr.  MoGraw  may  apply  throughout 
the  State ;  but  the  principal  climatic  conditions  which  were  unusual  in  March, 
1878,  were  as  follows :  The  temperature  (see  page  341)  was  about  ten  degrees 
higher  than  the  average  for  March  during  the  14  years,  1864-1877,  and  nearly 
17  degrees  higher  than  in  March  1877;  the  absolute  humidity  (see  page  353) 
was  greater  than  in  March  1877;  the  ozone,  according  to  observations  at  the 
Agricultural  College,  though  not  at  all  the  stations  (see  page  367),  was  less  than 
the  average  for  March  during  six  pi'eceding  years,  and  less  than  in  March  1877; 
East  winds  (see  pages  383  and  387)  seem  to  have  been  rather  prevalent  iu 
March  1878. 

of  diarrhea  in  months  when  the  Abnolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  freaUr  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  aToraga. 

0  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mors  than  the  ararage  per  cent  of  reports  stated 
presence  of  diarrhea  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Oxone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by 
the  Day  observations,  was  less  than  the  average  of  day  observations  for  the  year;  and  less,  in 
months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average. 

/Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  More  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated 
presence  of  diarrhea  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by 
the  Night  observation,  was  less  than  the  average  of  night  observations  for  the  year;  and  less, 
in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average. 

g  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diarrhea  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  lest  than  the  average  for  the  11 
months  January  to  November;  and  less,  in  months  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  greater  than 
the  average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diarrhea  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diarrhea  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Bange  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the  average 
range  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
diarrhea  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average. 
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EXHIBIT  41.— CnoLERA  Infantum,  1878.— P*r  OtiU  of  Weektt  ReporU  of  DUeattM  (* 
Jtf(cAi|?an,  Stating  Presence  of  Choitra  /n/lmium,  during  tha  Year  and  during  tack 
Month  of  tht  Ttar  1S7S,  Compared  leilh  tom«  given  Melwrolagleat  OondUUttu  exUHng  tf 
the  lame  lime,  at  obierveH  and  reeordtd  at  the  State  AgrteuUtiral  College,  near  Lanting, 
Jiiehigan,  and  near  the  Center  (tf  the  Oiicklt^eUted  paH  of  Ike  State*  ^^^ 
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II  ATerSBB  for  Iho  11  monthi,  janiKrj- 

a  Eieeptloni  lo  tho  propoBltlon  thai  i 
of  cholera  iDronlum  in  montha  vhen 
ttaear«reK<i  for  tho  year;  anil  Ini,  In  ni 

bEicepliom  lo  the  proiwsitlon  that  i 
>f  cholera  Infnntum  in  month*  when  thi 

In  months  it 


iNof 


nber. 


than  the  aTCiage  per  cent  of  reporta  atated  preteiu 
Average  Dally  Bangs  of  Teinpentnre  was  hat  Ihia 
9  when  It  was  gnatST  than  the  averaKO. 
than  the  aTcrago  per  cent  of  reports  stated  preieBC* 
ATOTBge  DsllrHailmiimTempentare  was  klKfeCr  tbas  Itg 


C  Eiccptlons  to  tho  pro 

cholera  Infanlnm  In  months  when  the  ATOcago  Dally  Minimum  Tempotatare  of  the  atnoiphen 
was  higher  than  tha  aTerago  tor  the  year;  and  iiai,  In  months  when  It  was  lower  than  thearerage. 

a  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  miirt  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  atated  picsenc* 
of  cholera  infantum  In  months  when  the  Average  Dally  Temperature  was  higher  than  the  STcnge 
for  the  year;  and  leu,  in  months  wlicn  It  was  Iswer  than  the  average. 

e  Exceptions  to  the  proposllion  that  More  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  staled  pressneeot 
cholera  Infanlnm  In  months  when  the  Daliy  Haxlmum  Temperature  was  hlshar  tban  tbe  aTcttg* 
for  the  y«r;  and  1ms,  In  months  when  it  was  lower  than  the  average. 
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By  the  table  on  page  220  of  this  Report  it  may  be  seen  that  five  deaths  were 
reported  from  cholera  morbus  in  Detroit  In  March,  1878,  and  that  two  deaths 
were  reported  from  diarrhea  in  April,  1878;  but  notwithstanding  the  very 
noticeable  sickness  in  Detroit  from  cholera  morbus  and  diarrhea  in  the  spring 
of  1878,  the  deaths  reported  in  that  city  from  cholera  morbus  for  the  entire 
year  1878  numbered  only  one  more  than  in  1877,  though  nine  more  than  in 
1876 ;  while  the  deaths  reported  from  diarrhea  were  less  in  1878  than  in  1877, 
and  much  less  than  in  1876. 

CUOLEBA  INFANTUM. 

There  is  no  exception  to  the  proposition  that  the  five  months  in  1878  and  in 
1877  when  cholera  infantum  was  most  prevalent  follow  in  order  month  by 
month  the  five  months  when  the  average  of  the  daily  maximum  temperature, 
the  average  of  the  daily  minimum  temperature,  the  average  daily  temperature, 
and  the  minimum  temperature  for  the  month,  were  the  greatest.  The  five 
months  in  which  cholera  infantum  was  most  prevalent  also  follow  in  1878, 
month  by  month,  but  not  in  regular  order,  the  five  months  in  which  the 
average  daily  range  of  temperature  (by  registering  thermometers)  was  greatest. 

In  June  and  October,  1878,  the  per  cent  of  reports  stating  presence  of  chol- 
era infantum  was  less  than  the  average  for  the  year,  whereas  in  the  same 
months  of  1877  it  was  slightly  greater  than  the  average  for  that  year ;  in  these 
months  the  average  temperature  was  a  little  more  than  two  degrees  higher  in 
1877  than  in  1878,  while  the  average  of  the  daily  minimum  temperature  was 
in  June  more  than  two  degrees,  and  in  October  more  than  six  degrees  higher 
in  1877  than  in  1878 — again  indicating  that  cholera  infantum  is  caused 
directly  or  indirectly  by  heat,  and  especially  by  continued  heat. 

In  1878  the  five  months  in  which  cholera  infantum  was  most  prevalent  were 
the  five  months  in  which  ozone  was  least  abundant,  though  in  one  month 
(November)  when  cholera  infantum  was  but  little  prevalent  the  day  ozone 
seems  to  have  been  no  more  abundant  than  in  June  when  cholera  infantum 
was  more  prevalent.  In  1877  with  one  exception  the  five  months  in  which 
cholera  infantum  was  most  prevalent  were  the  mouths  in  which  ozone  was 
least  abundant.  In  October,  a  month  of  considerable  cholera  iufantani,  there 
seems  to  have  been  more  ozone  than  in  May,  a  month  of  but  little  cholera 

/Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  More  than  the  arerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  Infantum  in  months  when  the  Dally  Minimum  Temperatare  was  hlfher  than  the  avera^ 
for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  lower  than  the  arerage. 

ff  An  exception  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than 
theaTcrage  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  lets  than  theaTerage. 

Ti,  i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  mere  than  the  aTorage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  cholera  infantum  In  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  as  Indicated  by  the 
Day  and  by  the  Night  obserrations,  was  legs  than  the  average  for  the  year;  and  Isas.  in  months 
when  it  was  greater  than  the  average. 

J  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  average  Velocity  of  the  Wind  was  less  than  the  average  for 
the  11  months  Jan.  to  Nov.;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  same  average. 

k  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  in  month^when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  legs  than  the  average 
monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  leM,  In  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average. 

I  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  atre  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  Average  DaUy  Bange  of  the  Barometer  was  lets  than  the 
average  range  for  the  year;  and  lets,  In  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average. 

m  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  In  months  when  the  Average  Dally  Pressare  of  the  Atmosphere  was  less  than 
the  aver.igc  for  the  year;  and  leiSi  in  months  when  It  was  greater  than  the  average. 
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infantum.  With  the  exceptiou  of  October  the  five  tnontha  when  cbolen 
iafantum  was  tnoat  prevalent  in  1S78  vera  the  five  months  when  the  arenge 
Telocity  of  the  vind  vas  the  least. 

EXHIBIT  D.— Choleba  Infantum,  1877^Per  C«Uo/IRm*^  BoporU  of  DUeiuei  m 
Mfehtaan,  Sating  Prettnce  tj  Cholera  Infantum,  during  t\a  Tear  and  during  each  Mnlk 
of  the  Tear  1877.  Compared  with  tome  giem  3Iel«oroloiiieat  CbndUton»  extMting  a(  tht 
tame  IfoM,  at  the  State  Agricultural  CotUge,  tMur  Laming,  ilidUgan,  and  *ear  the  OnUr 
of  the  thtekly-ieUledpart  of  the  Stale.' 
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*<  ti  t>  **■    Son  root.notei,  with  IheM  mkrka,  ia  Exhibit  83,  pase  480. ' 

1  Br  TeglBtering  thermometer*  aba«rT«d  dallr  ftt  7  A.  H.  for  tha  precedlos  CAlendar  a^j. 

a  Eiccptlone  to  the  propoaltlon  that  nor*  than  the  KTenga  per  cent  of  reporta  aUted  pnaanceol 
cholera  Inftntuni  la  montbi  when  the  ATOrage  Dallf  Baoge  of  Tempeiatare  waa  leaa  than  tbe 
aTerage  for  the  year;  and  leaa,  in  montha  when  It  waa  graatar  than  thenTeraBS. 

b  Exceptiona  to  the  propoaltlon  that  aara  than  tho  areraga  per  cent  of  reporta  Btat«d  iireaeace 
o(  cholera  Inrantnm  In  moo  tha  when  the  Average  Dally  Haiiman  Temperature  waa  klpiheT  than  the 
average  for  tho  year;  and  lta>,  In  monlhi  when  It  waa  lower  than  Ibc  avenfe.  Them  are  but  twe 
Mcoptlon*  to  thia  propoaltlon. 

c  Eiceptions  to  the  propoaltlon  that  more  than  the  aTerage  per  cent  of  reporta  atated  prcaanca 
of  cholera  inthntnm  In  months  when  the  ATCrageDallTUInlmum  Tempeiatare  waa  klfkar  thaotba 
ayorago  for  the  j-enr;  and  leai,  in  montha  when  It  waa  lawar  than  the  aToiage.  Thia  propoaitton  bu 
but  one  exception. 
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If  it  be  true  that  cholera  infantum  is  caused  principally  by  heat,  acting 
directly  or  indirectly,  and  the  evidence  in  Exhibits  41  and  D  tends  to  confirm 
the  theory,  which  itself  is  not  new,  a  knowledge  of  the  fact  is  of  the  greatest 
importance  to  those  having  care  of  young  children.  One  indication  would  seem 
to  be  that  during  the  hot  weather  of  summer  the  children  and  especially  the 
babies  should  be  kept  cool,  not  chilled  after  becoming  overheated.  This  can 
be  done  by  having  them  live  and  sleep  in  the  coolest  rooms  of  the  house,  by 
frequent  baths,  by  proper  clothing  frequently  changed  (light  dry  flannel  * 
seems  to  be  the  best,  and  it  is  important  that  it  be  worn  over  the  bowels), 
and  by  having  them  sleep  in  cool  well-ventilated  beds. 

Unable  to  walk  about  the  room,  lying  most  of  the  time  on,  if  not  under, 
warm  clothing,  sometimes  for  hours  at  a  time,  infant  children  are  often 
exposed  to  extremes  of  heat  of  which  those  able  to  move  about  in  the  air  and 
adapt  their  clothing  to  their  feelings  know  but  little. 

Of  course  too  great  care  cannot  be  taken  to  secure  proper  food,  pure  water, 
pure  air,  and  freedom  from  exposure  to  sudden  changes  from  heat  to  cold ; 
but  it  would  seem  that  the  condition  under  which  other  conditions  tending  to 
this  disease  prove  most  disastrous  is  continued  high  temperature. 

By  Exhibit  E,  page  505,  there  would  seem  to  have  been  a  great  decrease  in 
deaths  from  cholera  infantum  in  Detroit  in  the  years  1877  and  1878.  The  in- 
terments in  Detroit  cemeteries  in  1878  in  each  of  the  months  July,  August^ 
and  September  were  less  than  half  as  many  as  in  those  months  in  1876.  The** 
average  temperature  at  Detroit  was  in  June  1877  more  than  two  degrees, 
and  in  June  1878  more  than  four  degrees,  lower  than  in  June  1876 ;  but  in 
July  and  August,  1877  and  1878^  the  average  temperature  was  about  the  same 
as  for  those  months  in  1876.  The  decrease  in  the  June  temperature  for  1877 
and  1878  will  not  probably  account  wholly  for  the  greatly  lessened  number  of 
interments  in  July  and  August  of  both  those  years,  though  it  may  have  had  a 
considerable  influence  on  the  mortality  in  July.  Probably  the  improvement 
in  the  water-supply  of  the  city,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Bouse  on  page  223,  was  a 

d  Bzeeptiont  to  the  propotttion  that  sort  than  the  aTera^  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infsntam  in  months  when  the  Ayerage  Dally  Temperature  was  higher  than  the  ayerace  for 
the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  lower  than  the  ayerage. 

0  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  More  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  DaUj  Maximum  Temperature  was  higher  than  the  ayerage 
for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  lower  than  the  ayerage. 

/  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  Daily  Minimum  Temperature  was  higher  than  the  ayerage 
for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  lower  than  the  ayerage.  There  is  hut  one  exception 
to  this  proposition. 

g  An  exception  te  the  proposition  that  mors  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than 
the  ayerage  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  ayerage. 

h,  i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  more  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Oxone  In  the  atmosphere,  as  indicated  by 
the  Day  and  by  the  Night  obseryations,  was  less  than  the  ayerage  for  the  year;  and  lest,  in  months 
when  It  was  greater  than  the  ayerage. 

J  There  is  one  exception  to  the  proposition  that  nere  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated 
presence  of  cholera  inflintum  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  less  than 
the  ayerage  monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  less,  In  months  when  It  was  greater  than  the  ayerage. 

k  There  is  one  exception  to  the  proposition  that  nere  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated 
presence  of  cholera  infantum  in  months  when  the  Ayerage  Dally  Bange  of  the  Barometer  was 
less  than  the  ayerage  for  the  year;  and  lets,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  ayerage. 

1  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nere  than  the  ayerage  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
cholera  infantum  In  months  when  the  Ayerage  Daily  Pressure  of  the  Atmosphere  was  Itm  than 
the  ayerage  for  the  year;  and  lets,  in  months  when  It  was  greater  than  the  ayerage. 
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iu  the  wutei-siipply  of  tho  city,  mentioned  by  Dr.  Bonse  on  page  223,  wtt » 
nioio  important  factor  in  the  prevention  of  deaths  from  cholera  iafantaiu,  if 
the  record  of  buriala  is  a  fair  indication  of  the  deaths  vhich  occnrrod.  Itii 
much  to  be  I'^gicttod  that  Detroit  baa  not  a  good  aystem  of  obtaining  vital  ate- 

tistics. 

EXHIBIT  43.— iNTERMiTTEifT  Feveb.— Per  Cent  of  Waek^  Beports  of  Dittatet  (» 
Michigan,  Slating  Prttence  of  Intermitttnt  Fever,  Swing  the  Tear  and  during  «aeA  Jfrntt 
of  the  Tear  1873.  Compared  milk  »ome  given  lleteorotogleal  Oottditiont  extatinff  at  Iki 
tame  time,  at  the  Stale  AgrieuBural  College,  itear  Laneing,  Miektfmt,  and  near  (A«  CeMer 
of  the  thicklg-teUled  part  of  the  Slate.  *,  tt 
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LL  S3,  pagci  480-1. 
1  the  aienge  per  cent  of  reportt 
irenige  Dally  Kange  of  Teiopeminre  (m 
s.  Di.,3p.  m.,  anUO  p.  m.)  wb»  grvOTT  Oiad  the  aToraga  for  the  r carl 
ts  Its!  tlinn  the  areruge.    There  la  no  exception  to  tbli  propoaltkm 
range  a»  Indlcited  by  Iho  regielorlng  Ibermomolcn. 
lO  propositloD  that  m»n  Ibaii  the  areraga  per  ceot  of  reporte  atated 
In  months  when  tho  Average  Daily  Tempenture  vaa  hlckcr  than  the 
in  months  whan  It  waalnrer  than  the  average. 
e  pro|>aiitlDO  that  m*tt  thaa  tbs  average  per  cant  of  report*  •(•(•A 
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EXHIBIT  E.^lhtermerUs  in  Detroit  Cemeteries^  of  children  reported  to  have  died  from 
Cholera  Infantum^  by  Months  of  the  Tears  1876^  1877^  and  1878.— From  Dr,  Rouse^s 
Tables  on  pages  220  of  this  Beport^  160  of  the  Beport  for  1878,  and  226  of  the  Beport 
for  1877, 


YEAH8. 

Yew. 

Jan. 

r«i». 

Mar. 

ApriL 

May. 

June. 

July. 

Aug. 

8«pt. 

Oct 

Not. 

Dec 

1876-8 

476 

S 

S 

1 

14 

SIO 

175 

fiO 

9 

2 

2 

1876 

S3S 

148 
103 

1 

1 
1 

1 

7 
S 
5 

100 
64 
46 

79 
87 

88 

17 
9 

1 

4 
4 

1 
1 

2 

1877 

% 

1878 

1 

INTERMITTENT  FEVER. 

Tbo  per  cent  of  weekly  reports  stating  presence  of  intermittent  fever  was 
greater  than  the  average  in  every  month  in  which  the  average  temperature  was 
higher  than  the  average  for  the  year,  and  less  than  the  average  for  the  year  in 
every  month  in  whicli  the  average  temperature  was  lower  than  the  average  for  the 
year.  It  was  greater  than  the  average  in  every  mouth  in  which  the  average  daily 
range  of  temperature  by  registering  thermometers  was  greater  than  the  aver- 
age for  the  year,  and  less  in  every  month  in  which  the  average  range  of 
temperature  was  less  than  the  average  for  the  year. 

In  nine  cases  out  of  the  twelve  months  the  proposition  held  true  that  more 
than  the  average  proportion  of  reports  included  intermittent  fever  in  months 
when  the  ozone  was  less  than  the  average,  or  less  than  the  average  proportion 
of  reports  included  intermittent  fever  in  months  when  the  ozone  was  greater 
than  the  average.  The  foregoing  is  determined  by  means  of  Exhibit  42, 
page  504. 


presence  of  intormittcnt  feror  in  montbt  when  the  ReUtire  Hamidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  legs 
than  the  average  for  the  year;  and  letSi  in  months  when  it  was  fitater  than  the  average. 

d  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  More  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
intermitent  fever  in  months  when  the  Absolute  Humidity  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  less,  in  months  when  it  was  less  than  the  average 

e,/  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  tliat  mm  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence 
of  intermittent  fever  in  months  when  the  amount  of  Ozone  in  the  atmosphere,  was  legs  than  the 
average  for  the  year;  and  lees,  in  months  when  it  was  greater  than  the  average. 

g  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nt re  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
intermittent  fever  in  months  when  the  average  velocity  of  the  wind  was  leM  than  the  average  for 
the  11  months,  January  to  NovemkMsr;  and  letSi  when  the  velocity  of  the  wind  was  greater  than  the 
Average. 

h  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nore  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
intermittent  fever  in  months  when  the  Monthly  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  tlian  the  aver* 
Age  monthly  range  for  the  year;  and  lets,  in  months  when  it  was  leM  than  the  average. 

i  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  aere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  ot 
intermittent  fever  in  months  when  the  Average  Daily  Range  of  the  Barometer  was  greater  than  the 
average  range  for  the  year;  and  lest.  In  months  when  it  was  lets  than  the  average. 

j  Exceptions  to  the  proposition  that  nere  than  the  average  per  cent  of  reports  stated  presence  of 
intermittent  fever  in  months  when  the  Average  Dally  Pressure  of  the  atmosphere  was  greater 
than  the  avenge  Xor  the  year;  and  IcMt  in  months  when  it  was  leM  than  the  average. 
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EXHIBIT  F.—Summary  concerning  ProposUiom^  contained inSxhibUs  40-A2^  eoneeming 
Belations^  by  Months  in  1878,  hetvoeen  Greater  or  Less  than  UstMl  Frevaienee  ofDtseatu 
Tiamed  and  certain  given  coincident  Meteorological  Conditions.  


DISEASES. 


Diarrhea 

Cholera    I  n  • 

fkntum 

Intermittent 

Fever... 


MOVTHB   IH   WHICH 
DI8KA8I8    VAXED 

WERE  Mori  than 
Usually  Prkva. 

LIMT,  IK  1878. 


MOXTB8   IN  WHICH 
DitEAtXt   NAMED 

WERE  Less  thah 
Upualit  Prbta- 

LENT,  IN  1878. 


FbB  THH  M  MOHTHt  OF  THH  YBAB  18Wi  WfTHBEl  OP 
HONTBt  IN  WHICH  PBOPOUTIOICS  HOLO  TBUB. 


July  to  Oct. ; 
July  to  Sept. 
April  to  Oct. 


Jan.  to  Jane,N0T., 
Dec^ 

Jan.  to  Jane,  Oct. 
to  Dec 

.Tan.  to  Mar.,  Not., 
Dec_ 


That  IMmum 

named  w«re  More 

Preraleot  than 

Utnal  when  the 

At.  Tempu  and 

Abaolnte  Uamldt. 

tr  wert  Hl^ier 

than  Uraal,and 

LoM  Preralent 

when  theie  oendl' 

Uone  were  Lower 

than  UraaL 


That  Ptinni*  Bamed  were  Men 
PieraleBt  than  Uanal  when  Bel»> 
tlTe  Hnmldllj.  Owoew  and  Telod^ 
of  Wind  were  Vtm  than  Ueoal,  aad 
Le«  Pretalent  when  tbeee  ooadf- 
tioM  were  Graatar  than  UniaL 


For 
ATerage 
Tempe- 
rature. 


9 

8 
12 


For 

Abeolnte 

Homld* 

Itj. 


10 

11 

9 


For 

ReUtiTe 

Hamid. 

ity. 


9 

8 
IS 


Fob  Osoxb. 


Day. 


Night. 


10 
9 
9 


10 

9 
9 


For 

Velocity 

of 

Wind. 


9 
9 


INTEKMITTENT,    REMITTENT,    TYPHO-MALARIAL,   AND  TYPHOID   FEVERS. 

The  general  correspondence  in  the  coarse  of  the  lines  for  these  diseases  for 
1878  as  for  1877,*  exhibited  for  1878  in  Diagram  3,  page  607,  is  worthy  of 
note.  In  1878  intermittent  fever  seems  to  be  the  first  of  these  fevers  to  liie 
(from  the  direct  or  indirect  effects  of  the  heat?)  and  to  continne  the  longest; 
its  maximum  continues  from  May  to  October,  it  being  reported  present  on 
90  or  more  than  90  per  cent  of  the  reports  in  every  month  from  May  to  Octo- 
ber 1878,  inclusive.  In  1S78,  remittent  fever  begins  to  rise  in  May,  two  months 
later  than  intermittent  fever,  and  rises  steadily  till  September,  after  which 
it  rapidly  declines.  In  1878..  typho-malarial  fever  followed  remittent  fever, 
about  a  month  later,  reaching  its  maximum  in  October,  then  rapidly  declining. 
Except  in  April,  May,  September,  and  December,  the  line  for  typhoid  fever 
corresponds  somewhat  closely  with  that  for  typho-malarial  fever;  but  its 
maximum  is  in  October,  instead  of  September  and  October  as  it  is  in  the  case 
of  typho-malarial  fever.  Thus  it  appears  that  in  1878  as  in  1877  there  was  an 
order  of  succession  with  these  fevers,  the  Summer  fever  being  intermittent, 
the  Autumnal  fevers  being  remittent,  typho-malarial,  and  typhoid,  occurring, 
or  reaching  their  maxima  in  the  order  named  above.  On  page  299  of  last 
Report,  in  referring  to  this  subject,  as  illustrated  by  Diagram  3,  the  writer 
said :  ''It  is  worthy  of  note  that  what  is  reported  as  typho-malarial  fever  occupies 
a  place  between  typhoid  fever  and  the  so-called  malarial  fevers."  This  is  as 
noticeable  in  the  diagram  for  1878,  opposite  this  page,  as  it  was  in  the  one 
for  1877  in  last  Report,  and  is  a  little  more  plainly  seen  because  lines  for  other 
diseases  do  not  obscure  the  relative  positions  of  the  lines  for  the  fevers.  The 
rise  in  the  line  representing  sickness  from  typho-malarial  fever  in  April  is 
more  like  the  line  for  intermittent  than  like  those  for  remittent  and  typhoid 
fevers  both  which  lines  have  a  depression  in  April,  and  not  in  May. 

*In  maklnff  comparisons  of  the  prcTalence  of  remittent  foTor,  typho.inalarlBl  ferar,  and  con- 
samption  in  1878  and  in  1377,  it  should  k>e  stated,  and  possibly  a  slight  aUowance  should  be  made  fbr 
the  lact,  thatthe  names  of  these  three  diseases  were  not  printed  on  quite  all  the  blank  card.reporti 
used  in  the  first  i>art  of  1877. 
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EXAMINATIONS  IN  SANITARY  SCIENCE 


SncmGAN  STATE  BOAED  OF  HEALTH. 


REGULATIONS 

FOR  EXAMINATIONS    IN   SANITARY  SCIENCE   BY  THE  MICH- 

IGAN  STATE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


1.  An  examination  in  Sanitary  Science  will  be  held  annually  at  Lansiug, 
beginning  upon  the  Wednesday  succeeding  the  second  Tuesday  in  July. 

2.  AH  applicants  for  examination  will  be  required  to  exhibit  their  diplomas 
from  some  reputable  medical  college,  or  give  satisfactory  evidence  of  the  pos- 
session of  a  good  practical  knowledge  of  the  English  language,  and  of  the 
sciences  of  Chemistry,  Anatomy,  Physiology,  Pathology,  and  Toxicology. 

3.  All  applicants  for  examination  shall  present  their  names  to  be  enrolled 
by  the  Secretary  of  the  Board,  previously  to  the  session  of  the  Board  of 
Examiners. 

4.  Each  and  every  candidate  for  examination  shall  pay  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Board  an  examination  fee  of  ten  dollars/ before  appearing  at  the  examina- 
tion, except  for  second  examination  as  specified  in  the  next  paragraph. 

« 

5.  The  examination  fee  of  those  applicants  who  do  not  receive  the  certificate 
of  the  Board  will  not  be  returned  to  them,  but  a  second  examination  will  be 
given  to  such  applicants,  without  fee. 

6.  Examinations  will  be  oral,  practical,  and  written. 

7.  The  standard  of  requirements  will  be  such,  that,  so  far  as  relates  to  san- 
itary science,  a  person  sustaining  the  examination,  will  be  considered  properly 
qualified  to  act  as  health  officer  of  any  township,  city,  or  village  in  Michigan, 

8.  The  State  Board  of  Health  will  give  a  Certificate  to  such  persons  as,  on 
examination,  are  found,  by  a  majority  vote  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  to 
be  qualified  in  Sanitary  Science,  according  to  the  standard  established  by  the 
Board. 

9.  Candidates  will  be  examined  in  the  following  subjects : 

L  Biology. — Including  the  reciprocal  relations  of  the  vegetable  and  ani- 
mal kingdoms  in  process  of  growth,  maturity,  and  decay, — the  direct 
and  indirect  influences  on  human  health. 
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II.  The  Nature,  Causation,  akd  Prevention  of  Diseases. — Including: 

a.  VUal  Statistics, — methods  of  ascertaining  the  death-rates  and  sick- 

ness rates  from  all  causes,  and  from  the  different  diseases,  at 
different  seasons  of  the  year,  among  persons  of  each  sex  at  the 
different  ages  in  life ; 

b.  Meteorological  Conditions  Coincident  with  certain  modes  of  Death  or 

sickmss; 

c.  Unsanitary  conditions  of  surroundings,  their  relations  to  the  causa- 

tion and  prevention  of  diseases  and  deaths ; 

d.  Occupations,  Habits,  and  Physical  and  Mental  Hygiene  ; 

e.  Life-Histories  of  the  Oerms  of  Disease,  such,  for  instance,  as  small- 

pox; also  of  common  bacteria;  facts  concerning  the  destruction 
of  contagia  and  of  bacteria  by  heat,  etc. ; 

f .  Incubation- Periods  of  communicable  Diseases; 

g.  Management  of  Outbreaks  of  the  differeiit  Diseases. 

III.  The  Physical  Sciences. — In  their  relations  to  the  principles  of  Con- 

struction of  buildings,  Ventilation,  Warming,  Drainage,  Sewerage, 
Water-Supply,  and  to  general  questions  in  Sanitary  Science,  including: 

a.  Chemistry  and  Microscopy,  as  regards  the  examination  of  Air,  Water, 

and  Food ; 

b.  Meteorology,  as  regards  general  knowledge  of  climatic  conditions, 

the  reading  of  instruments,  and  the  correction  of  obseryations ; 

c.  Topography  and  Geology,  as  regards  elevation  above  the  ocean,  and 

above  surrounding  country,  the  nature  of  the  surface  and  of  the 
underlying  strata,  the  relations  of  such  facts  to  the  purity  of  the 
air  and  of  the  water-supply. 

IV.  Sanitary  Engineering,  Apparatus,  and  Appliances. — As  regards 

Water-Supply,  Sewerage,  Disposal  of  Sewage,  Excreta,  and  Garbage, 
House-Drainage,  Drainage  of  lands  and  of  building-sites,  Ventilation, 
Heating,  Cooking,  Railroad  and  other  modes  of  Travel,  and  Special 
Sources  of  Danger  to  Life  and  Health. 

V.  Sanitary  Inspection. — Including : 

a.  The  Principles  of  Plumbing,  House-Drainage,  and  other  Sanitary 

Arrangements  about  Dwellings  ; 

b.  Seating,  Lighting,  Warming^  Ventilating,  and  other  Sanitary  Arrange^ 

ments  of  Schools,  and  other  Public  Places; 

c.  Investigation  of  the  .Origin  and  Spread  of  Outbreaks  or  Epidemics  of 

Diseases; 

d.  General  Inspection  of  Cities,  Villages,  and  localities,  with  respect  to 

drainage,  sewerage,  ordinary  and  other  nuisances. 

VI.  Sanitary  Law. — National,  State,  and  Local  Health  Laws  and  Ordi- 

nances, relating  to  the  Isolation,  Bestriction,  and  Prevention  of  Oases 
of  Communicable  Diseases,  Disinfection,  Vaccination,  Notices  required 
from  Physicians  and  Householders,  Reports  to  Local  Boards  and  to  the 
State  Board  of  Health,  Laws  respecting  Vital  Statistics,  the  Inspection 
and  care  of  articles  Dangerous  to  Life  and  Health,  Inspection  of  Ani- 
mals, and  of  Foods  and  Drinks,  the  Pollution  of  Streams,  ordinary 
Nuisances,  Dangerous  Trades,  Slaughter-Houses,  and  Overflowed  Lands. 
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A. 
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▲tetement  of  Xniianees,  Relatifo  to,  IS-M,  84»  U-m,  66-80, 8B,  91-4,  111,  177, 178,  t»-7,  S7iMS,  fM,  90,  ti6, 

I97,»8-S0U,  810, 8Sf-4, 180. 

Abattoir,  Advantages  of,  over  Private  Slaoghtor-houtes 74, 78, 76, 77, 79 

▲beolnte  Humidity  of  Atmosphere 8W,  801-4,  480-6, 489-806 

AlMtraeta  from  Proceedings  at  Meetings  of  this  Board,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xllU-Wl 

Aeeidents,  Preventable  *' Disasters,"  No  One  Panished  for 101 

Neeessitj  for  Legislation  to  Prevent,  Referrod  to  Committee  on  Legislation 101-2 

Poisons,  Explosives,  etc.  Communication  from  Committee  on 97-lOS 

Adams,  M.  D.,  John  Q.,  Books,  etc,  Ueceivod  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxzlli 

Aidans,  Miss  Rose,  Address  of,  as  Sec.  of  the  Ladies*  Hani  tar  j  Association 94 

Ada,  Kent  Co.,  Report  of  Diphtheria  in Ivil 

Address,  Annual,  by  the  President,  Prof.  Vt.  C.  Kedxie l-U 
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Adulterations  of  Oil,  Patent  Burning.fluidsAro  Not Ixiv 
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Air,  See  Humidity  and  Temperature. 

Alamo,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  Relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 907-8 

Albion,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from.  Compiled  by  Months 421-489, 470 
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Bill,  Rev.  A.  W.,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xt 

Bills,  Dr.  W.  H.,  Report  of  Diphtheria,  etc,  in  Allegan Ivili 

Bingham,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 198-4 

Biology,  Requirements  in  Examination  concerning,  by  the  State  Board  of  Health........ —  511, 618 

Birmingham,  Oakland  Co.,  Fatal  case  of  Glanders,  Reported  by  Dr.  Post  of 806-7 

Blmey,  Hon.  Jas.,  on  Dyke-drainage  in  the  Saginaw  Valley 89-841 

Birth-rate,  Increase  of,  in  Landes,  France,  from  Drainage 8B6, 967 

Bisulphide  of  Carbon,  Use  of  as  a  Disinfectant 89, 44 

Black  Creek,  Kent  Co.,  Representation  of 886-7 

Blaek  Vomit  in  Cases  of  Diphtheria,  Reported  by  Dr.  Palmer,  of  Brooklyn,  Mich. 170,81 

Blakeslee,  E.  S.,  Report  of  19  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Southfleld  Township,  Oakland  Co Ivil 

Bliss,  M.  D.,  L,  W.,  Replies  on  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever........ 188 

Blood,  Oflhl,  eta.  Disposal  of,  at  Brighton  (Blass.)  Abattoir 78, 79 

DUposal  of,  In  19  Cities  in  Michigan 71,78 

From  Slaughter-bonses,  Proper  Disposal  of 74^75^  76^  77,78, 79 

Boardman,  M.  D.,  C.  H.,  Book  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxi 

BOABD  OB  Boards  of  Hbalth  in  Michigan  :— 

And  Health  Officers  in  Mich.,  Circular  (85)  relative  to  The  Work  of 809-878 

City,  Village,  and  Township,  Who  to  Constitute xiU,  66-7, 864, 878, 898 

Diversity  of  Duties  of,  in  City  and  Country 896-7 

Established  to  Inquire  into  Causes  of  Disease 891 

Exist  in  Every  Township,  City,  and  Village 894 

In  Cities  Cannot  Fix  Salary  of  Health  Officer  wben  Charter  Provides  for  Same 144,  145 

In  Cities  and  Villages  Mnst  Comply  with  Charter  Provisions  and  with  SUte  Laws 141-6 

In  Michigan,  Local,  Constitution  of xii-xiii,  66-7, 8tt4, 871,  278 

Local,  Authority  of,  to  Destroy  a  UlandereU  Animal 800,803,390-1,834 

Local,  Clerk  of,  must  keeps  Record  of  Proceedings 66 

Local,  Dulles  of,  in  Restriction  of  Glanders 800,330-1,838-4 

Irooal,  Have  Almost  Unlimited  Power  in  MIcbigran 875, 894 

Local,  Notice  Must  be  Given  of  Regulations  of 895 

Local,  Proposed  Regulations  by,  for  Restriction  of  Glanders 838-8 

Local,  Relative  to  Powers  and  Duties  of,  Ixi,  66-8,  111,  1174»,  141-6, 179, 961-878, 889.800, 806-4, 830-1, 
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Board  or  boards  of  Hbalth  nr  Michioax,  {Obnttnutd)  :— 

Local,  Baport  on  Powers  aiid  Dntletof fB^-W> 

Local,  Samnmry  Statemontof  Datlet  of 178-7, 94-6- 

Benponsibility  of 1M-6,  t!%  STtt,  SW-7 

State.  BeUtiTe  to  Datlef  of 6^  49, 66;9»-S 

Biley  Townelil|»,  Olloton  Co.,  Bales  of,  for  Bestrietlon  of  Oontagfons  Dleeaeet 117-ia 

^  Work  of,  Hamanitorian,  not  Political « t» 

BolimerC,  Dr.  Victor,  Books  Beceired  f^m.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxril 

Bollinger,  Prof.  Otto,  of  Hnnieh,  Bararia,  on  OUnders 80Q,  SN^  Sll,  Sti;  S18,  S17-8, 820-1, 80-4^ 

Bone*boiltnf  and  Fat-rendering  In  Localities  in  Mich. 70, 71, 7i 

BORe«l>oUing,  Fat.renderlng,  etc,  at  Brighton  (Mass.)  Abattoir 78, 7» 

Books  and  Periodicals  Purchased,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxl-zxli 

Books,  Annual  Appropriation  for,  by  This  Board xllx 

Books,  Periodicals,  etc..  Presented  to  Library  of  This  Board,  Tear  1879 xxill-xzxTlU 

Bonrs,  A.  L.,  Books,  etc,  Beceired  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 zxix 

BoTlne  Vaccine  Virus  Supplied  by  Dr.  Geo.  X.  Banney,  of  Lansing 179, 878 

Bowel  Complaints,  Unusual  Freedom  from,  at  TpsllantI  In  1878 tf-8- 

Boyd,  George,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Beportsfhnn xxxrlil 

Breakey,  M.  D.,  W.  F^  Weekly  Beports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 481, 40-487 

Breedon,  Jacob,  Meteorological  Beglsters  BeoelTed  Arom xr 

Bridgehampton,  Sanilac  Co.,  relatlTO  to  Sickness  In,  In  1878 Ut,  188-7 

Briggs,  M.  D.,  Thos.H.,  Beplies  to  Circular  V,  Diseases  In  1878 17B,904-& 

Weekly  Beports  of  DUeases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 4S0,  tt8-486, 443A  451-481, 487-8^ 

Brigham,  Ber.  C.  H.,  Besolutk>n  relative  to  Death  of xlTiii-xlix 

Brighton  (Mass.)  Abattoir,  Annual  Beports  of  Mass.  State  Bd.  of  Health,  on 75-71^ 

Brighton  (Mass.)  Abattoir,  Cost  of 78-« 

Bright's  Disease,  Beports  of.  Compiled  by  Months 4fS,  4»,  444, 40S,  498 

Bromine,  Use  of,  as  a  Disinfectant 8!^ 

Bronchitis,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  (Conditions 871-8,  477,  478, 479-481, 498, 497 

Influence  of  Wind  and  Ozone  on 871-8, 477, 479-481, 487 

Pneumonia,  Diarrhea,  etc,  by  Months  in  1878,  Diagram  1 47& 

Weekly  ReporU  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Months 400^1, 404-487, 471-8,  474-5, 480-1, 497 

Bronchopneumonia,  Beports  of,  Compiled  by  Months 4fS,  4S9, 438,  485, 487 

Brooklyn,  Jackson  (^,  Sickness  and  Meteorology  In,  In  1878,  xlvii,  liil,  105-111, 195, 157, 170, 178, 178^ 
175,  800-811,  481-409. 

Brown,  Dr.  E.  O.,  Books  etc  BecetTCd  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 ^ xxTii 

Brown,  M.  D.,  C.  W.,  Books,  etc.  Received  fkom.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

Brown,  M.  D.,  Francis  H.,  Books,  etc.,  Beceived  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxrl 

Brown,  M.  D.,  Gee,  Books,  etc  ReoelTod  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxtII 

Browne,  M.  D.,  H.  W.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 480, 488-488 

Brownell,  M.  D.,  Wm.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421, 488-5 

Brownsville,  CassCc,  relatlTO  to  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 Hz 

Buckley,  M.  D.,  Charles,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxTiif 

Books,  etc,  Recei?ed  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxi 

Buildings,  Ventilation,  Heating,  etc,  Committee  of  This  Board  on Till 

Buildings,  Heating,  Ventilation,  etc.,  Committee  on,  Report  by 51-02 

Buildings,  State,  Examination  of  Plans  for,  by  State  Board  of  Health 1»  86^ 

Burch,  M.  D.,  D.  W.  C,  Replies  to  Circular  89,  Diseases  in  1878 ^ 177, 184 

Buming.Flnlds  not  Adulterations  of  Illuminating  Oils IzIt 

BelatlvetoSaleand  Use  of Ixiv 

Burr,  M.  D.,  W.  H.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Complied  by  Months 480, 482-468 

Burton,  Genesee  Co.,  Drainage  of  the  (3rapo  Farm  in 238- 

Bnssey,  Gen.,  on  the  Sanitary  condition  of  New  Orleans 82-88 

Butler,  M.  D.,  L.  C,  Books,  etc.  Recei?ed  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

By-laws  of  this  Board,  First  Sections  of  Arts.  I.  and  V.  amended... xlr-xlri,  xlTi* 

c. 

Cabell,  M.  D.,  J.  G.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvlU 

Books,  etc,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxt 

Cabell,  M.  D.,  J.  L.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxvlll 

Cadillac,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc xVf  xxl,  71, 420,402-4 

Calkins,  M.  D.,  H.  T.,  Meteorological  Registers  by,  Compiled  by  Months xv,  887,  841-887 

leUtiveto  Sickness  in,  in  1878 183,420-400 
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CftlTln,  Cass  Co.,  Relative  to  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878. Ilx 

Cambridge,  Lenawee  Co.,  Relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 909-11 

Campbell,  M.  D.,  O.  B.,  Report  of  a  Lamp  Explosion Ixi-lzii 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 4»-468 

Campbell,  Wm.  IL,  Drainage  of  Drowned  Land  by,  in  Belvidere,  Hacomb  Co W-8 

Cancerous  Diseases,  Increase  of,  Attribated  to  use  of  Poor  Potatoes 178^  204-6 

Cancer,  Reports  of.  Compiled  by  Months 424,  425,  428, 429, 4S2^  4SS,  488, 487,  441, 462,  458, 457,  468 

Cannon,  Kent  Co.,  Relative  to  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 ItII 

Carbolic  Acid,  Use  of  as  a  DisinfecUnt 88,80 

Carbon  BLSulphide,  Recommended  as  a  Disinfectant  for  Baggage ^ 44 

Care  and  Construction  of  Privies  at  Railway  Stations,  Suggestions  for. 19>24 

Oarleton,  M.  D.,  W.,  Replies  to  Circular  7,  water-supply  of  LocaUties  la  Mich. 287 

Replies  to  Circular  SO,  Diseases  in  1878 _ 828-8 

Carpenter,  M.  D.,  W.  T.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Montha 430, 450-464 

Case,  H.  D.,  Guy  B.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  ReporU  Arom xxxriii 

Books,  etc  Receired  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1870 ......-.....«................—.  xxxIt 

Caa sopolU,  Cass  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 121, 120,  ]5(M64, 156^  160-17IH 178^  174, 602-8 

Cattle,  Beeves,  Sheep,  and  Hogs  Slaughtered  Annually  in  19  Cities  in  Mich. 71, 72 

Olulkins,  M.  D.,  John  S.,  Library  Books  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  80^  1879 zlf 

Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months xt,  200^  887,  641-687 

Replies  to  Circular  20,  Diseases  In  1878 161^  178^  196-901, 980-1 

Summary  of  Meteorological  Conditions  in  1878 200 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months.^ 490, 498-468 

Causation  of  Diphtheria.    (See  Diphtheria.) 

Causation  of  Diseases,  Requirements  in  Examination  Concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health.  511, 519 

Causes  of  Disease  and  Death,  State  Board  of  Health  to  Study ^6, 68^  209 

Centarvllle,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  reUtive  to  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 ^ 116-117 

Central  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc...xT,  158-4, 158, 171^  174^  184-194, 
8S7-683,  462;  414,  420-468,  472,  471 

Cerebrospinal  Meningitis,  Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Reports  of,  by  Months,  1878 507 

Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  as  to  No.  of  Cases  of,  in  1878. 161 

Weekly  Reports  of  sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 400-1, 404-467, 472^  474, 507 

Chamberlain,  M.  D.,  C.  W.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reporta  fjrom xxxvlU 

Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1870 .    zzxil 

Chambrelent,  M.,  on  Drainage  and  Improvement  of  "lAndes,'*  Gascony,  France  (Translation)  944-966 

Chandler  Farm,  Clinton  Co.,  Drainage  of 288-241 

Chaney,  M.  D.,  Willard,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421, 428-9 

Chapman,  M.  D.,  E.  A.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  0>mpiled  by  Months 421, 496-467 

Chapoton,  M.  D.,  E.  A.,  Books,  etc..  Received  fh>m,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxri 

Charcoal,  Use  of,  as  a  Deodorant 66 

Charlotte,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc 71,  420-446, 456-468 

Charter  Provisions  Take  Precedence  of  General  Laws 141, 148, 144, 145, 146 

Chase,  M.  D.,  A.  G.,  Report  of  18  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Ada  Towpship,  Kent  Cc Ivii 

Chase,  M.  D.,  Hon.  E.  V.,  on  (Tases  of  Fever  Simulating  Tellow  Fever 189, 186-7 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 189, 186-7 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 421-468 

Chase,  M.  D.,  Milton,  Replies  to  Circular  20,  Diseases  in  1878 178,  207-8 

Special  Report  of  Diphtheria 119-121 

Suggestion  by,  as  to  Restriction  of  Quackery 8S 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 400-1,  421,  423-460 

Cheboyganing  Creek,  Proposed  Drainage  by  Means  of,  near  Bay  City 241, 243 

Cheboygan,  Meteorological  Registers  from xv 

Chicago  Public  Library,  Books,  etc,  received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1870 xxxv 

Chief  Signal  Officer,  U.  S.  A.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxv 

Children,  Prevention  of  Cholera  Infantum  in,  by  Keeping  Them  Cool —        608 

Chills  and  Fever.    (See  Intermittent  Fever) 

Chill-test  for  Illuminating  Oils  Abolished  by  Law  of  1879— Result 10 

Chimneys,  Division  of,  for  Ventilation 58, 61, 62 

Chippewa  River,  Reference  of  Communication  relative  to  Flooding 11 

Chloride  of  Lime  as  a  Disinfectant « 66 

Chlorideof  Zinc,  Useof,  asa  Disinfectant 68 

Chlorine,  Useof, asa  Disinfectant 
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Cholera  Infontnin,  and  Oolnoident  Meteorological  Conditions 889, 477,  478-0,  S0(Mi05, 506 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Reports  of,  bj  Months  In  1878 475 

In  Detroit  In  1876^  1877,  and  1878 »0,5O8-« 

Measures  for  PreTention  of 189,  MS 

Relation  of,  to  Wind  and  Ozone .389,600-4,006 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 4C0-1, 401-467, 472, 474-A,  500-^  606 

Cholera  Morbvs,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 889, 478-9 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Reports  of,  by  Months  In  187(L. 475 

Etc,  Sickness  from.  Associated  with  the  Use  of  Stale  Vegetables  and  Fruits.. 177, 180-1 

Relation  of,  to  Wind  and  Ozone 889 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 400-1, 401-467,  47S;  474-fi 

Cholera,  No  Case  Reported  by  Correspondents  in  1878 ^ 161 

Cholera,  Sporadic,  ▲  Reported  Case  of. 186-7 

Choppln,  Dr.,  on  Restriction  of  Yellow  FeTer  in  the  Mississippi  Valley ^ ZUn,  88-84 

Christian,  M.  D.,  B.  P.,  Inquiry  as  to  Authority  to  Kill  a  Glandered  Horse 808-4 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1678 170^  S80-1 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 481, 488-469 

Churches,  Methods  of  Ventilation  of ^ 61-68 

Olronit  Court  Has  Equity  Jurisdiction  Concerning  Nuisances 60, 800 

Circular  of  Inquiry  Concerning  Slaughter-houses,  etc.,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock.... ............       70-1 

Onoi7LAm6  ntOM  thm  board:— 

7,  Relative  to  the  Water-supply  of  Localities  in  Mich 881-2 

19,  Inquiries  Concerning  Diseases  In  Michigan  In  1878 160-176 

80,  To  the  Health  Officer,  Transmitting  Blank  for  Annual  Report,  etc Ix-x 

88,  Transmitting  Blank  for  Return  of  Name  and  Address  of  the  Township  H.  O.,  rehttlve  to         xl 
88,  Transmitting  Blank  for  Return  of  Name  and  Address  of  the  City  or  Village  H.  C.-.-xU^xIt 

84.  RelatlTC  to  Notices  of  Diseases  Which  Endanger  The  Public  Health 861-8 

81,  Distribution  of xtIU 

86^  Work  of  Health  Officers  and  Local  Boards  of  Health  In  Mich. 809-878 

85,  Distribution  of xviU,  871 

Cisterns,  Care  and  Construction  of 86 

OUy  and  VilUge  Boards  of  Health,  Organisation  of ...xll,  xlU,  67, 884, 879, 898 

City  and  Village  Boards  of  Health,  Powers  and  Duties  of Ix-x,  xll,  xtti,  67, 66-8, 861.S78, 880-800, 


Cities  and  Villages,  Health  Ofltoers  hi.  Must  Notify  Proeocniing  Attorney  of  Failures  to  Report 

Dangerous  Diseases ...... ..^^.....-^ ..Ml^  868, 878-1^  898 

City  Health  Officer,  Relative  to  Duties  and  Compensation  of... Ix-x,  xIU-xIt,  141-6^  809-78, 886, 888 

City  Physician  May  be  the  HealthOfficer 148 

City,  Township,  and  Village,  a  Board  of  Health  in  Every,  in  Mich 894 

Claflln,  M.  D.,  N.  H.,  Replies  to  Circular  89,  Diseases  in  1878 ..^. —        817 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Complied  by  Months 1 480, 428-440 

Olapp,  M.  D.,  H.  C,  Replies  to  Circular  89,  Diseases  In  1878 170,814-0 

Special  Report  of  Cases  Simulating  Typhoid  Fever 184-6 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 481, 428-469 

Clark,  Col.  Emmons,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxvi 

Cleansing  of  Streets,  Alleys,  etc..  Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Secure 896 

Clear  Creek,  Kent  Co.,  Drains  Lincoln  Lake 886 

Clerks  and  Health  Officers  of  Local  Boards,  Abstracts  from  Annual  Reports  by Ivii-lvUi,  105 

Clerks,  Number  Authorized  by  the  Board  in  1879 xlvl 

Clerks  of  Local  Boards  of  Health,  Annual  Reports  by,  for  Tear  1878 x,  xl 

Must  Keep  a  Record  of  Proceedings 06 

Must  Report  Annually  to  State  Board  of  Health Ix,  x,  xir,  Ivlil 

Climate  and  Topography  of  the  Lower  Peninsula  of  Mich.,  Relative  to  Report  on,  xlx-xx,  xlUi,  xIt 

Climate,  Geology,  Topography,  etc.  Committee  of  This  Board  on Till 

Clinton,  Leoawee  Co.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from.  Compiled  by  Months 481-487,  447-469 

Clinton  River,  relative  to  Drainage  of  Land  near 837 

Clothing  In  Trunks,  Disinfection  of,  with  Carbon  Bi'Sulphide : 44 

Cloudiness,  by  Months  in  1878,  at  18  Stations 880-1 

Cloudiness,  Diagram,  Av.  at  Each  of  7  SUtlons,  1878 360 

Cloudiness  in  1878  Compared  with  Previous  Tears 858,861 

Coal  Oils,  See  Illuminating  Oils. 

Cobb,  Lee  &,  Meteorological  Registers  by,  Compiled  by  Months xv,  887, 841-893 

On  Relation  of  Influenza  and  Ozone 498 

Report  of  Smut  in  Com Ix 
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Cobb,  Mayor  of  PensacoU,  on  SaniUry  Care  of  Vestelt 89, 10 

Cogswell,  O.,  BookB,  etc,  Beeei?e<l  from,  Fiscal  Tear  ltf79 zxtIU 

CohocUh,  Livingston  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  In,  In  1878L 187-4 

Ooldwater,  RelatlTO  to,  Commnnlcations  firom,  etc xr,  zHt,  xItII,  1, 17, 18, 71, 8S7-S87, 4Sl-tf9 

Collamore,  M.  D.,  O.  A.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from ..zxztUI 

Collection  of  Information  by  Oflce  of  State  Board  of  Health,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 TiU'^ZTift 

Colorado  Potato  Beetle,  Belatlve  to  Work  of lOi,  SOT* 

Columbia  Township,  Jackson  Co.,  BelatlTC  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 lOft-llI,  S09-1K 

Commissioner  of  Railroads,  Michigan,  Books,  etc.  Received  fK>m,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxri 

Committees  (Standing),  of  This  Board,  Members  of. Tii-vili» 

Besoiation  Referring  Communications  to xlTii« 

Communicable  Diseases  Should  be  Restricted 186, 178, 9BB,  888^  874^ 

Commuulcation  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc    (See  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc) 

Communications  Must  Be  Returned  by  Committees xlvU« 

Oonmunications  to  the  Board,  Beferenoe  of,  to  Committees,  Resolution. zlvii 

Compensation  and  Duties  of  a  Health  OMcer,  Correspondence  and  Opinions...... .........  188-li8 

Compilation  of  ReporU  to  The  State  Board  of  Health Till,  xvi-zvi^ 

Coneord,  Jackson  Cc,  Relative  to  Diphtheria  Imported  fh>m 470 

Cobb,  M.  D.,  Granville  P.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 zzvii^ 

Connor,  M.  D.,  Leartus,  Replies  to  Circular  89,  Diseases  In  1878.......................... ....        819' 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months Ill,  iU-iM^ 

Connor's  Creek,  Use  of,  in  Draining  the  Great  Marsh  near  Detroit ^  818  88» 

Construction  and  Care  of  Privies  at  Railway  Stations,  Suggestions  for lf-9l 

Conanmption,  Pulmonary  and  coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 871-8;  488-497 

And  Glanders,  Supposed  Identity  of 818-18, 888-3 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 808 

In  The  Ox,  Dr.  D.  £.  Salmon  on 818-18 

Influence  of  Wind  and  Ozone  on. 871-8, 477, 488-7 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  f^m.  Compiled  by  Months. .400-1,484.467, 471-8, 474^  488-7, 606 

Contagious  Disease,  One  Dying  from,  should  not  have  a  Public  FuneraL.... 180 

Contagions  Diseases,  No  One  Safe  from,  while  Any  are  Ignorant  oC 187 

Contagiousness  of  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  etc,  see  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever. 

Convalescents  Arom  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  Danger  from 177, 188 

Conway,  Livingston  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 104 

Cook,  Frank  P.,  Metorological  Registers  Received  from xv 

Cook,  M.  D.,  Gee  W.,  Books,  etc.  Received  flrom.  Fiscal  Tear  1879...........^.. xzxil 

Cook,  M.  D.,  H.  Henry,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 480,  481-488 

Coopersville,  OtUwa  Cc,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from,  Compiled  by  Months 480.488 

Copperas,  Use  of,  as  a  Disinfectant 80 

Corbin,  M.  D.,  G.  E.,  Replies  to  Circular  89,  Diseases  in  1878 177, 198-4 

Com,  Report  of  Smut  in,  in  1878 Ix,  171, 187, 196^  180, 808 

Coroners  and  Coroners'  Inquests,  Relative  to  Report  on. xliv 

Correspondence  of  The  State  Board  of  Health,  Relative  to .-... xix 

Correspondents  (Regular)  of  The  State  Board  of  Health,  Number  of t. xvi 

Couch,  M.  D.,  John  F.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear.  1879 xxxiv 

Council,  Common,  May  Assign  Places  for  Offensive  Trades,  and  Revoke  Assignment 68, 78 

Counties  in  Each  of  11  Geographical  Divisions  of  Michigan 188 

Court,  Supreme,  on  Application  of  Sec  1740^  C.  L.  1871 888 

Cowell,  Dr.  J.  H.,  Report  of  838  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  East  Saginaw Iviil 

Crapo  Farms,  Genesee  0>.,  Drainage  of 838-8 

Creasy,  M.  D.,  Alonzo,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421, 401-461, 467-9 

Crops  in  1878,  Condition  of,  Summary  of  Replies  relative  to 171-2 

Croswell,  Governor.  Hon.  Charles  M.,  Books,  etc..  Received  f^m.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

Letter  Transmitting  Report  to ill 

Croup,  Deaths  from,  in  Mich.,  in  each  of  Tears  1809-77 166 

Croup,  Membraneous,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 477, 484-0^  497 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 480 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 400-1,  404-467, 472, 474, 484-0, 490, 497 

Croap,  Reports  of.  Compiled  by  Months. ..424,  425, 488,  429, 432;  433,  486, 440, 444,  486,  460, 461, 464, 460,  468 

Curtis,  J.  E.,  on  Privies,  etc,  at  Railway  Stations 17-18 

Curtis,  M.  D.,  J.  B.  F.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 480, 466-468 

Custer,  Antrim  Co.,  relative  to  Healthfulness  of,  in  1878 Iviii 
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Daglish  and  Miller,  Drainage  of  Land  of,  in  Baj  Co 24]-3 

Dam,  relative  to  removal  of,  aa  a  Nuliance 296,  S90 

Darr,  M.  D.,  H.  H.,  Books,  etc,  Beceived  from,  Fitcal  Tear  1879 zxxIt 

Davis,  M.  D.,  Otaas.  E.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxvi 

Davis,  M.  D.,  Chas.  H.  &,  Books,  etc.,  Received  flrom.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxix 

Davis,  Geo.  S.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxii 

Davy  Safety  l^mp.  Generators  or  Machines  on  Principle  of,  Exempt  firom  niaminating  Oil 

Law 10, 14c 

Day,  Albert  A.,  Books,  etc.,  Beceived  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

Day,  M.  D.,  Walter  De  F.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  flrom xxxviii 

Dayton,  Berrien  Co.,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc 154,  IM,  178, 174, 178,  S08-4,  S88 

Dearborn,  Wayne  Ck>.,  relative  to,  Communications  ftom,  etc 806-6;  880^  491-488 

Deaths  and  Sickness  from  Ordinary  Diseases,  Means  of  Preventing 979 

Deaths  at  Localities  in  Mich.,  in  1878,  Summary  of  Replies  Concerning 180, 151-S;  158-7, 158-8 

Deaths  Attribated  to  Use  of  Impure  Water 104,  M,  491 

Deaths,  Causes  of  Deaths,  etc.  Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Make  Complete  Record 

of iz,  97i^  977,  tt8 

Deaths  from  Cholera  Infantum  in  Detroit  in  1878, 1877,  and  1878 910;  508-5 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria,  Croup,  and  Scarlet  Fever  in  Mich.,  In  1809-77 168 

Deaths  in  Detroit,  1879-8;  by  Months  for  1875-8,  Causes  for  1876-8 SSO-S 

Deaths  in  Saginaw  City  in  1875^7-8,  and  Oauaes,  Tabular  SUtement 197 

Death-rate,  Decrease  of,  in  The  Landee  Fiance,  firom  Drainage 958-6 

Death-rate  in  1878,  at  39  Localities  in  Mich.,  Estimated ISO;  179-980 

Deekersville,  Report  of  Cholera  and  Typhoid  Fever  from 186-7 

Deiu,  Eaton  County,  relative  to  Sickness  in.  In  1878 189-90 

Depth  of  Water  In  Wells,  by  Months  in  1878»  Replies  by  Correspondents 174-5 

Detroit,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc.vil,  xv,  xliv,  1, 11,  Hit,  Iv,  Ivi,  lzlv,9,  KM,  191-6;  199-6, 
146;  155, 157, 179, 175;  179-9, 919-9S5,  988-980,  889,  986,  809^  814^  880, 887-693, 491-469, 470, 489;  501, 506-5. 

Detroit  River,  Drainage  into,  and  Water-supply  fkom 989-980;  987 

Detroit  Tribune  on  Sale  and  Use  of  Patent  Buning-fluids Ixiv 

DePny,  M.  D.,  L.,  Books,  etc..  Received  f^m.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xzxvi 

Inquiries  by.  Duties  and  Compensation  of  Health  Oilleer  of  Qxmnd  Rapids. 141-6;  144 

Detmers,  Dr.  H.  J.,  of  Chicago,  on  GUnders 819, 814-16^  819-680, 891, 691;  894-5, 696-7, 697-r 

Dewey,  R.  S.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear,  1879 zzxi 

DeWitt,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  sickness  in,  in  1878, xlv,  117-119,  195-7, 154, 150;  178»  174^  177,  184-6, 

188L60,  490,  488,  487-8. 

DeWolf,  M.  D.,  O.  C,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  flnom. xxxviii 

Diagrams,  For  List  see  Table  of  Contents vi 

Diseases,  also  Meteorological  Conditions,  in  1878,  Explanations  of  Diagrams 846;  474, 477 

Diabetes,  Reports  of.  Compiled  by  Months 441, 445,  449, 458, 457, 461 

Diarrhea  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 889, 477, 478-9, 486, 499, 503 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 475 

Dysentery,  etc.  Sickness  ftrom.  Associated  with  Use  of  SUle  Vegetables  and  Fruits....l77, 180-1 

In  Detroit  in  March,  1878,  and  in  The  Tear  1878. 990-9,  489 

In  Detroit  in  March,  1878,  Dr.  McGraw  on  Causation  of 499 

Unusual  Prevalence  of.  In  Michigan,  in  March,  1878 499 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 400-1, 404-467,  471-3,  474-5. 498-9, 506 

Diphtheria,  Abstracts  from  Annual  Reports  by  Health  Officers  and  Clerks  concerning. Ivii-lviil,  106 

And  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 114, 115, 871-9,  488,  477, 485-7, 497 

And  Croup,  Dr.  Bouse  Questions  genuineness  of  That  Reported  by  Him 485,  441, 461,  465, 470 

And  Influenza,  Relativo  to  Belations  of 118-9, 167,  487 

And  Scarlet  Fever  may  be  Restricted 168 

And  Scarlet  Fever  Very  Prevalent  in  Michigan  in  1877  and  1878 16*-6 

And  Typhoid  Fever  Attribuuble  to  Foul  Air  from  Cesspools  and  Privies 18 

Apparent  Communication  of,  by  Persons  Not  Having  the  Disease,  Cases  of 110 

Apparent  Communication  of,  by  Convalescents 110, 177, 186 

Black  Vomit  in  Cases  of 170,910 

Cases  of,  Associated  with  Unsanitary  Conditions Ivii 

Cases  Associated  with  the  Use  of  Bad  Water IvU,  177, 178, 190, 204, 984-5^  470, 491 

Cases  of.  Derived  from  Clothing  in  a  Trunk 178, 217 

Cases  of.  Presenting  Curious  and  Unusual  Symptoms,  Reported  by  Dr.  Palmer 106-7 

Causation,  Communication,  and  Restriction  of,  Ivii-lvUi,  107-181,  152,  154-7, 16G-7, 177, 178,  186, 190, 
198,  203,  212,  217,  487-6,  491. 
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Diphtheria,  ^Continued)  :^ 

Causation,  or  Communication  of,  by  Impure  Hilk 121,  IM-A,  129-130 

Communicable  by  Mild  Cases.. 129,487-4,491 

Conveyed  inaTrunli  of  Clothing  or  Bedding,  Two  Instances 127,217 

Deaths  from,  in  Michigan,  in  Each  of  Years  1809-77 106 

Decrease  of,  During  Prevalonce  of  a  North  Wind,  Instance 190 

Distribution  of  Document  on  Restriction  and  Prevention  of x,  xviU,  xix,  xUt,  278 

Document  on  Restriction  and  Prevention  of,  Orderod  Electrotyped xllv 

Document  on  Restriction  of,  Where  Obtained  and  Cost x,  276 

Dr.  Bilker  on  Communication  and  Restriction  of. 118-119 

Dr.  Stoddard  Questions  Genuineness  of  That  Reported  by  him 441 

Good  Results  from  Isolation  of  Patients  with 110,  111,  488 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 ^ ...—        480 

In  London,  Eng.,  Outbreak  of.  Attributed  to  Milk 124 

Inquiries  by  W.  U.  Hi  Knapp,  concerning  Communication  and  Bastriction  of 117-118 

Is  it  Favored  by  Conditions  which  Favor  Growths  of  Fungi? 122^  MB 

Localities  Where  It  Caused  JL  Greater  or  Less  than  Usual  MorUUty  in  1871, 106-127,  IM^  167, 184-229 

Localities  Where  it  was  More  or  Less  than  Usually  Prevalent  in  1878 106-127, 161, 1A&»  184-229 

Maps  of  Localities  Where  it  Occurred 112, 110^  128^  204 

Nearly  All  Cases  of,  in  Vicinity  of  Ithaca,  Mich.,  on  Low  Land 189 

Notes  of  Fatal  Caaet  of 106-7, 119-121, 122-1;  124, 126-7, 408 

Necessity  for  General  Understanding  that  It  Is  Contagious 167 

Occurrence  of,  near  an  Empty  Mill  Race 116-7 

One  Dying  from.  Should  Not  Have  A  Public  Funeral 130 

Period  of  Incubation  in 107-110,  U7, 118 

Prevalence  of.  Coincident  with  an  Unusual  Growth  of  Fungi....... 121-2 

Prevalence  of.  Due  to  Disregard  of  Its  Contagiousness 164, 166, 177, 186^  190;  198 

Prevalence  of,  in  1877  and  1878  Compared 189-9, 102-8;  106^400-1 

Alleged  Relation  of,  to  a  Potato-diet ^.        128 

Relation  of,  to  Sore  Throats 120, 167 

ReUtive  to  Spread  of,  by  Winds 114-11M80-1S1 

Rales  of  Riley  Township  Board  of  Health  for  Restriction  of 117-8 

Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  as  to  Number  of  Cases  of,  in  1878 101-4 

Unequal  Susceptibility  of  Persons  to 117, 118;  119 

Weekly  Reports  of  Siokness  from.  Compiled  by  Month8..166,  400-1,  404-467, 471-8, 474, 486-7, 480;  497 

Dioeates,  Abstracts  f^m  Suggestions  by  Correspondents  as  to  Restriction  of 177-9 

Diseaaes  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions,  Explanation  of  Exhibits  relative  to 478;  480 

Diseases,  Communicable,  Important  Means  for  Restriction  of 274 

Diseases  Dangerous  to  Public  Health,  Blank  Form  for  Notice  of. 267-S 

BlanksforNoticesof  Cases  of.  Where  Obtained  and  Cost x,  266^274 

Blanks  for  Record  of  Cases  of.  Where  ObUined  and  Cost ix,  276, 278 

Cases  of,  should  be  Recorded ^ ix,  276 

Circular  64,  relative  to  Notices  of 261-8 

Completion  of  Notices  of — —  Ix-lxi 

Distribution  of  BlanksforNoticesof ix-x,  266-6^  274 

Duty  of  Board  when  Notice  is  Received Ix-lxi,  ff%  266^  274-276^277, 297 

Enforcement  of  the  Law  would  secure  Notices  of 297-9 

Householders  and  Physicians  Must  Give  Notice  of 268,  964-6, 268, 274, 297-8 

Importance  of  Notices  of ix-x,  266^  288, 274»  297-8 

Inhabitants  of  Cities  and  Villages  Must  Give  Notices  of 268,264,297-8 

Law  Requiring  Notices  of,  and  Penalties 268,264,268 

Numberof  Copies  of  Records  of.  Received  for  1878 xi 

Prosecutions  by  Supervisors  and  others  for  failure  to  give  Notice  of .261-6^  288,  297-8 

:DI8BABE8  IM  MlCHIOAN  DURING  THE  YXAB  1878:— 

Annual  and  Special  Reports  of ivii-lx,  106-137, 487-S 

Area  of  Prevalence - 102-8, 400-1,  404-19, 422-469 

By  Geographical  Divisions  of  The  State 164-7, 179-281,410-409,472,  473 

By  Months,  162-3,  164-8.  180,  182-3,  186,  180,  187-8,  189-190,  191,  196,  198-9,  202,  208,  206,  206-7,  208  9,  210,  211, 

213.  214,  215-6-7,  22D-3,  226-6,  227,  229,  230-1,  2S2,  400-1,  404-419,  422-469,  472,  474,  476,  480-7,  490,  492-601, 

504-8. 
By  Months,  as  Shown  by  Weekly  Reports,  1G6,  400-1,  404-419,  422-469, 472, 474, 475, 480-7, 490, 492^1, 

504-8. 

Circular  90,  Demanding  Annual  Reports  of — —      ix-^L 

Circular  29,  Inquiries  concerning,  (smaller  type) ^ 150-176 

<)omments  on  Diagrams  concerning 899,  474-7, 478;  486-4, 487, 494, 486, 497, 499,  606 
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DI8BA8B8  IK  MiCHiOAK  DURfNO  TUB  Tkak  1878,  (^Continued):— 

Comparison  of  Preyalence  of,  by  Month*  in  1875, 1876^  1877,  and  1878 16i-8, 169, 400^1 

Diagrams  relati?e  to 475,480,587,008 

Having  an  Unusually  High  or  Low  Rate  of  ICortalltj. « — 150-160 

In  Animals,  Summary  of  Replies  concerning .^ 170-1 

In  Grains,  etc..  Summary  of  Replies  concerning 171-2 

Heteorologieal  Conditions  Coincident  with  Certain 167, 871-2, 880, 477-506 

Of  Increased  or  Lessened  Mortality,  and  Supposed  Causes 156-7, 158-0 

Of  Increased  or  Lessened  Prevalenoe,  and  Supposed  Causes 152, 154-5, 158, 162-8»  165 

Replies  by  Correspondents  (o  Circular  20,  concerning,— at :— «..  170-281 

Adrian,  by  Robert  Stephenson,  M.  D. 155,  20O 

Allegan,  by  H.  S.  Lay,  M.  D. ]54,201-< 

Bay  City,  by  W.  R.  Marsh,  M.  D 154,  M6, 178, 174,  ITT,  104-6 

Brooklyn,  by  E.  N.  Palmer,  M.  D 156»  157, 170^  178. 176, 900-211 

Oaasopolis,  by  F.  Goodwin,  M.  D 154, 156^  160-170, 178, 174, 902-S 

Dayton,  by  W.  A.  Neal.  M.  D 154, 15^  178, 174, 178, 908-4 

Detroit,  by  Leartns  Connor,  M.  D 155^  178^219 

by  W.  H.  Rouse,  M.  D : 155, 157, 17»^,  990^ 

DeWitt,  by  Geo.  W.  Topping,  M.  D 154, 156^  178, 174,  IH,  184-6 

Drenthe,  by  Henry  Kremers,  M.  D. 154,  ITS,  174, 181 

Slsle,  by  E.  V.  Chase,  M.  D. 104, 156^  160, 178, 174»  188-7 

Grand  Haven,  by  A.  Vander  Veen,  M.  D 154, 156^  182 

Grand  Rapids,  by  Arthur  Haslewood,  M.  D 154, 156, 182-S 

Hillsdale,  by  J.  W.  Falley.  M.  D 156, 157, 178, 175, 178, 211-12 

Howell,  by  C.  V.  Beebe,  M.  D 154, 106^  ITS,  174, 187-8 

Houghton,  by  H.  W.  Jones,  M.  D. 154. 156,  ITS,  174, 176-7,  lTO-181 

Hudson,  by  A.  R.  Smart,  M.  D. 155^  157, 178, 175, 212-8 

Ithaca,  by  L  N.  Monfort,  M.  D 154, 156^  178, 174, 177, 188-0 

Jackson,  by  W.  Worsfold,  M.  D 155*  157,218 

Kalamasoo,  by  W.  B.  Southard,  M.  D 156, 157, 176,214 

Lapeer,  by  A.  Nash,  M.  D 154, 156, 178, 174, 105-6 

MatUwan,  by  Thos.  H.  Briggs,  M.  D 154, 17S,  174, 178^  904-5 

Mendon,  by  H.  C.  Olapp,  M.  D 165, 157, 170, 178, 176»  914-5 

Milford,  by  Robert  Johnston,  M.  D 156, 167,925-6 

Niles,  by  S.  Belknap,  M.  D 156,156,160,170, 178,174^906-6 

by  J.  S.  Reeves,  M.  D 155*  156, 160, 170, 174, 906-7 

North  Lansing,  by  O.  Marshall,  M.  D ^. 154, 156, 177, 180-190 

NorthvUle,  by  J.  M.  Swift,  M.  D 155, 157, 178*  298-7 

Otisville,  by  A.  W-  Nicholson,  M.  D 154, 156*  178, 100-9 

Otsego,  by  Milton  Chase,  M.  D 155, 156^  174, 178*  907-8 

Pontiac,  by  W.  G.  Elliott,  M.  D 155, 157, 175, 927-6 

Port  Sanilac,  by  J.  M.  Loop,  M.  D 154, 156*  178, 174, 106 

Rockford,  by  D.  W.  C.  Burch,  M.  D. «154, 156,  ITS,  174, 177, 184 

Saginaw  City,  by  N.  D.  Lee,  M.  D 154, 156, 178, 174, 178, 107-8 

St.  Johns,  by  G.  E.  Corbin,  M.  D 154, 17S,  174, 177, 102-4 

St.  Joseph,  by  R.  F.  Stratton,  M.  D.._ 155, 156*  174, 178,906-0 

Sturgis,  by  N.  I.  Packard,  M.  D., 155,  157, 175, 215-6 

Thomville,  by  John  S.  Caulkins,  M.  D., 154, 157, 168*  178, 174, 178, 188-201, 280-1 

Three  Rivers,  by  C.  W.  Backus,  M.  D. 156*  157, 178, 175, 178,216-7 

Trenton,  by  Wellington  Carlton,  M.  D. 155,  157, 175. 228-9 

Union  City,  by  Nelson  H.  Olaflin,  M.  D 155, 157, 175.217 

Vicksburg,  by  S.  C.  VanAntwerp,  BL  D 155, 166, 178. 175, 178,218 

Washington,  by  Albert  Yates.  M.  D _ 155, 157, 160, 175,220-280 

Webbcrville,  by  R.  B.  Smith.  M.  D 154, 156, 178, 174, 177, 104 

Wyandotte,  by  E.  P.  Christian,  BL  D 155, 157, 170,  178, 175,  9S0-1 

Tpsilanti,  by  Edward  Batwell,  M.  D 155, 157, 175, 178,218-0 

Relative  to  Reports  of vlli-xl,  xvi,  IvU-lz,  10S-1S7,  147-232,  S05-508 

Report  based  on  Replies  by  Correspondents  concerning 147-232 

Report  Based  on  Weekly  Reports  of ; 395-506 

Report  by  Committee  on  Epidemic,  Endemic,  and  Contagious  Diseases 108-137 

Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  concerning 150-170,  281-2 

Which  Caused  Most  Sickness 162.400-1.471.473 

Diseases  of  Animals  In  Relation  to  Public  Health.  Committee  on.  Ordered liii.  llv 

Report  by  Committee  on 301-334 
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Difeatet,  Prompt  Notice  of  Ontbreaks  of,  thoald  be  Secured S65-^974 

Dieeaset,  Oasei  of.  Connected  with  Use  of  Bad  Water iTii,  Iviii.  90«,  »A-S,  188,  t87,  S88,  491 

Direction  of  Wind,  See  Wind. 

Dlf iBfectants  and  Deodorantf,  Snggestions  for  Uaeof SS-86, 89, 44 

IMslBfectlon  of  Oiotlilng  in  'Xmnks,  by  Bi-tnlpliideof  Carbon,  etc 44 

PtotelbetiOBOfStablot,  etc.,  in  caee  of  Glanders SS7,  328, 829,  SSS 

DlalnfectloD  of  Vessels,  Cargo,  and  Baggage 88, 89, 40, 42, 48, 44 

IHipoeal  of  BxcreU,  etc,  Committee  of  Tliis  Board  on ^ Tiii,  15, 24, 65, 80 

Dltpoeal  of  Excreta,  etc.  Committees  on.  Reports  by 15,  M,  88-80, 81.90 

DlMemlnationof  Information  by  The  Office  of  the  SUte  Board  of  Health  relatWe  to.  Till,  xvii-xix,  06 

Dogs,  Cats,  Goats,  Sheep,  Asses,  Moles,  etc..  Subject  to  Glanders 612 

Dorich,  IL  D.,  Edward,  Weekly  Beports  of  Diseases  by.  Complied  by  Months 421,  428-486 

Dowagiao,  relatlTe  to,  Commanications  f^m,  etc xWiil,  60,  71,  420-469, 470 

Downing,  H.  W.,  Meteorological  Begisters  ReceiTOd  f^m xr 

DnUiiageand  Water-supply  of  Slaughter. houses  in  19  Cities  in  Michigan .^ 71, 72-6 

Dmlsage  by  Dykes,  in  Holland 240-1 

DiAlBage  by  Dykes  More  Feasible  in  Saginaw  Valley  than  in  Holland 240-1 

Dnlnage  by  Dykes,  BeUtive  to 287-6, 288, 289-146, 286-260 

Dimlnage,  Importance  of,  and  Improvement  in  Health  by 64, 176^  ICOt  280, 288^  289, 186-7, 275 

Dmlsage  of  a  Drowned  Farm  In  Belvidere,  Macomb  Co ^ 287-6 

Drateage  of  Chandler  Farm,  Clinton  Cc «6,141 

DiAlBage  of  *'Landes,"  Gascony,  France,  and  Agrienltnral  ImproTement  Thereby 144-208 

Oo-opefatkm  of  State  and  Local  Anthontlos  in  Securing. 286-1 

Cost  of ^ 145^  240^  147, 18^4 

Creation  of  Wealth  by 286-6 

Crops  Secured  by .Itf,  t4»400, 286.41 

First  Experiments  in ^ ^ 144-180 

Heceisity  for 144-7 

Necessity  for  SUte  AM  in 149^150 

Sanitary  Besults  of ..^.^ 2S6-6 

Social  and  Moral  Effects  of ^ 286,286,  286 

Svccess  of  Tree-planting  after 246-WK  256-5 

Diainageof  lAMlof  Meoers.  MUler  and  Daglish,  In  Bay  Co. 241-6 

Pwlaage  of  Low  Land  in  Bay  Co.,  Dr.  Lyster  Asked  to  Investigate 1 

Drainage  of  Overflowed  Lands,  Dr.  Lyster's  Report  on 188-280 

Dfalaage  of  the  Great  Marsh,  near  Detroit,  and  Map 256-280 

Dnlnageof  **The  Thoroughfare"  at  Grosse  Isle,  Estimated  Cost  of 260 

Drainage,  Sanitary  Results  of ,  in  Michigan . 178,  lC8t  ttO,  M^MO 

Drainage,  Suggestions  by  Correspondents  for,  asa  Sanitary  Measure 177, 176, 189, 194,  Stt 

Drained  Lands,  Relative  to  Crops  Raised  on »7, 289, 246.9, 251, 158.« 

Drake,  M.  D.,  A.  P.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 4S^  422-468 

Drenthe,  Ottawa  Cc,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc 154, 176, 174, 181,186-7 

Drowned  Lands,  Drainage  of,  (See  Drainage.) 

Drowned  Lands  In  Mich.  Overflowed  for  Lumbering  Purposes.. 265 

Drowned  Lands  in  Mich.,  Situation  and  Extent  of 285^  286, 267, 141-6 

Drowned  Lands  in  Spencer  Township,  Kent  Co.,  Map 2)6 

Drowned  Lands,  The  Reclaiming  of.  Report  by  H.  F.  Lyster  M.  D 288-260 

Dryden,  Lapeer  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 196-201 

Dry  .earth  Closets,  Best  Cheap  Forms,  Construction,  Cost,  and  Cuts 2S-24, 98-4 

Dofleld,  M.  D.,S.  P.,  of  Dearborn,  on  a  Case  of  Glanders  in  Man 804-6,880 

DnoMnt,  James  A.,  Books,  etc,  Received  flrom,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxvi 

DoJining,  M.  D.,  L.  R,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 410,  489-458 

Duties  and  Compensation  of  the  Health  Officer  of  Grand  Rapids,  relative  to. 180-146 

Dwellings,  Heallhtul,  Conditions  of 85 

Dwellings,  Inspection  of,  an  Object  of  a  Sanitary  Association 84, 89 

Dyked rainage,  relative  to,  (See  Drainage) 237-6,289-248,258-260 

Dysentery,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 888, 478 

Diagram.  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 475 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Months 400-1,  401-407,  472,  474-5 

Dyspepsia,  Reports  of,  Compiled  by  Months 424,  425, 428, 429,  432,  4SS,  487,  440, 441,  448,  445,  449,  458, 

458,  457,  461,  ¥^,  4C9. 

Summary  of  Replies  Concerning  Unusual  Prevalence  of,  Jan.  to  March 170 

Unusual  Prevalence  of,  in  Utica,  Macomb  Ca ^^ 
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Eaglo,  Clinton  Co.,  Reference  of  Communication  from,  on  Drainage 11 

Eagle  Odorless  Excavating  Apiwratus,  Cat  of 2i 

Earle,  M.  D.,  Charles  W.,  Books,  etc.,  BeoelFed  from,  Fiscal  Year  1878 ^..  xxriii 

Earth  Closet,  Best  Cheap  Form,  Construction,  Coat,  and  Cuts. .^.^..8t-4k8M 

East  Saginaw,  relative  to.  Communication  from,  etc xliz,  l?ili.  Ml,  420-444, 430^  4B1 

East  Tawas,  Meteorological  Registers  from ^ xy 

Eaton,  Hon.  John,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 ,».•.•    xxxii 

Economy  of  an  Abattoir,  Instead  of  Private  Slaughter-houses 74, 76»  78, 79, 80 

Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Mention  of  Sanitary  Association  of 86^  84 

Education,  Relations  of  Schools  to  Health,  etc.  Committee  of  this  Board  on viii 

Edwards,  M.  D.,  lAndoa  B.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 zzxi 

Edwards,  M.  D.,  T.  C,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from zzxrili 

Eely.  W.  H.,  Report  of  82  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Pineplains  Township^  Allegan  Oo •...•      IvU 

Eggleston,  N.  H.,  Books,  ete^  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879.... ........ ....... •  zxzvi 

Elba,  Gratiot  Co.,  relative  to  Drowned  Lands  in .     Sli-8 

Elliott,  M.  D.,  W.  O.,  Replies  to  Circular  »,  DIseaaea  in  1878 .     S17-8 

Weekly  Report*  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 481«  488-449 

Elm  Hall,  Qratiot  Oo^  relative  to  Water-supply  of.. ..^— ...        888 

EUle,  Clinton  Ca,  reUtive  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 . .. ]ft4»  U^  189,  ITS.  174^  188-7, 488-488 

Bmerson  Township,  Gratiot  Co.,  relative  to  Diphtheria  in  and  near,  in  1878.. ....    111-18 

Emery,  S.  C,  Sergt^  Grand  Haven,  Meteorological  Registera  Received  from...................        zr 

Engineering,  Sanitary,  Requirements  in  Exammation  concerning,  by  State  Beard  of  Heallh.  All,  618 

Baglehardt,  M,  D.,  F.  E.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 .     zxix 

English  Law,  Quotations  from,  on  Restriction  of  Glanders 881 

BBvelopes,  Paper,  etc.  Secretary's  Report  relative  to,  Fiscal  Year  1879..................xli-xUI,  zllii 

Epidemic  Diseases,  Dr.  Rochester  on  Prevention  of . 41-42 

Epklemic,  Endemic,  and  Contagious  Diseases,  Committee  of  this  Board  on ..«,.        vU 

Epidemic,  Endemic, and  Contagious  Diseases,  Report  by  Committee  oa.. ........... ......^.^  108-IS7 

Epidemics  Can  and  Should  Be  Prevented. .....181^178^878-5 

Brity,  WnL,  Report  of  19  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Southfleld  Township,  Gaklaiid  Oa........ .       Ivii 

Errata  for  This  Book,  See  Page  Following  Index. 

Eryf ipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever,  Communications  Relative  to,  Referred  io  Dr.  Hitebeoek..  i 

Letter  of  Inquiry  concerning  Relations  of 181 

Replies  by  Observers  of  Diseases  to  Letter  of  Inquiry  concerning  Relatione  of.  By :...«»..     181-4 

Bliss,  M.  D.,  L.  W.,  of  Saginaw  City ««.....«... ........ .        188 

Herig,  M.  D.,  E.  A.,  of  Saginaw  City.. US 

Marshall,  M.  D.,  O.,  of  North  Lansing 188-4 

NUes,  M.  D.,  O.  W.,  of  Calumet*. .        US 

Rouse,  M.  D.,  W.  H.,  of  Detroit „ 18M 

Smith,  M.  D.,  R.  B.,  of  Webberville •... i,u     181-8 

Erysipelas,  Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 400-1, 404-487, 471, 478;  474 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 606 

Estover,  G.  W.,  on  Healthfulness  of  Ingallston  Tp.,  Menominee  Co lix 

Examinations  in  Sanitary  Science,  by  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Announcement  of...........  600-818 

Resolution  relative  to xlv 

Relative  to ., xlv,  ill,  Ivi.  60, 609-812 

Excreta,  Decomposing  Organic  Matter,  etc.  Reports  of  Committee  on  Disposal  of.:18-84, 88-80^  81-^ 
Exhibits  bblativb  to  Dibbasbb  and  Mbtbobolooical  Covoitiovs  »  Mioh.,  Etc:— 

1,  Eleven  Geographical  Divisions  In  Michigan,  and  Counties  In  Each 158 

2,  Diseases  of  Increased  and  of  Lessened  Prevalence  in  1878,  and  Supposed  Causes........     154-6 

3,  Dideases  of  Increased  and  of  Lessened  MorUlity  in  1878,  and  Supposed  Causes ......     158-7 

4,  By  Months,  Correspondents  Reporting  Diseases  Named,  In  Reply  to  Circulars  for  1878- 

-6-7-8,  and  Per  Cen  t  of  Weekly  Reports  Stating  Presence  of  Same  Diseases  in  1878. 188-8 

5,  Diphtheria  and  Scarlet  Fever,  by  Months  In  1877  and  1878 „. 165 

6,  Deaths  from  Croup,  Diphtheria,  and  Scarlet  Fever  in  Years  1860-77 166 

7,  Soil  moisture,  by  months.  In  1878,  at  26  Localities,  Abstracts  firom  Replies 178 

8,  Height  of  Ground  Water  In  1878,  at  84  Locaiities,  Abstracts  from  Replies. . ....  174-5 

9,  Names,  etc,  of  Meteorological  Observers  for  Full  Year  1878 887 

10,  Meteorological  Conditions  by  Months  in  l87dCompared  with  Averages  for  Previous  Years  888-8 

11,  Av.  Temp,  at  14  Stations  in  1878  and  at  12  SUtlons  In  18n,  Compared  by  Months 341 
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13,  Av.  Temp,  at  the  AgrL  College  in  each  of  Years  1884-77,  and  for  entire  Period,  Compared  342 
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Months 800 
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si;  Bronchitis  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1878 480-1 

84,  Pneumonia  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months,  in  1878 488-8 

SOL  Membraneous  Croup  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1878.. .• 484-5 

so;  Diphtheria  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1878 486-7 

87,  Influenia  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  In  1878 488-8 

88,  Rheumatism  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months,  In  1878 484-5 

SO;  Consumption  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  In  1878 488-7 

40;  Diarrhea  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1878 488-8 

41,  Cholera  Infantum  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1878 080-1 

49;  Intermittent  Ferer  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1878 004-6 

A«  Diseases  which  caused  most  sickness  in  Mich.,  in  1878 471 

B,  Diseases  Causing  most  Sickness  In  each  of  6  Divisions  of  Mich.,  in  1878 47S 

C  Summary,  from  Exhibits  88-80  relatire  to  Certain  Winter  Diseases 487 

D,  Cholera  Infantum  and  Meteorological  Conditions,  by  Months  in  1877 OOS-S 

'    B|  Deaths  firom  Cholera  Infantum  in  Detroit,  by  Months  in  1876-7-8 606 

V,  8a»BMiry  fkom  Bxhibits  40-8^  relative  to  Certain  Summer  Diseases 006 
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Bzperiments  in  Testing  Kerosene s 10-18 
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Fair,  J.  B.,  HarrlsTiUe,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xt 

Falley,M.  D.,  J.  W.,  Replies  to  arcular  89,  Diseases  In  1S78 178,811-8 
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Farey  Identical  with  Glanders  (See  Glanders) SSS 
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Famlngton,  Oakland  Ok,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 8S8-7 
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Feeefor  Inspection  of  Illuminating  Oil  in  Michigan 4.6, 10, 18-14 
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Fever,  See  Intermittent,  Remittent,  Typhoid,  and  Typho-maiarial. 

FoTor,  Peculiar,  Reported  from  Tpsilanti 457 

Fife  Lake,  Meteorological  Reports  from,  Compiled  by  Months xv,  li,  837,  861, 86^  867 
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Books,  etc.  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxiv 
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FUher,  H.  D.,  C.  H.,  Books,  etc.  Receired  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxii 

Fitcli,  A.  B.,  Report  of  41  Cases  of  Scarlet  Ferer,  in  Wales  Township,  St.  Olair  Co. Iriii 

Flannel  (Red),  relative  to  Poisoning  by - It 

Flash-test  for  Illuminating  Oils,  Reduced  to  120*  F.,  in  1879  (See  Illuminating  Oils) 10 

Flint  and  Pere  Marquette  R.  R,  Proposed  Use  of,  in  Dyke-drainage,  near  Bay  City. MS 

Flint,  Relative  to,  Communications  Arom,  etc .Til,  Ivi,  1x11, 45-00,  71.  189-146,  VB,  S89-800,  9t»,  880, 
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Forest,  Genesee  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in  1678 I90-19I 
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Gait,  M.  D.,  James  D.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  Arom xxxTiil 
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Gastralgia,  Reports  of,  Compiled  by  Months 488;  489, 440, 409;  464 

Gastric  Fever,  Reports  of.  Compiled  by  Months 488 

Grass  Lake,  Jackson  Co.,  Report  of  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 Ivii 
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Genoa,  Livingston  Co.,  relatire  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 187-6 
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Gerhard,  C.  E.,  Wm.  Paul,  Books,  etc.,  RecelTcd  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxt 

Gerow,  Dr.  A.  M.,  Cheboygan,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  ftrom.....^ xt 

Glandered  Animals,  Authority  of  a  Local  Board  of  Health  to  Destroy 800, 880-1, 888-4 

GUndered  Animals  Should  Be  Killed 886-7, 8»-9, 880-881, 888-4 

Glandered  Horse,  a  Prosecution  for  Not  Giring  Notice  of.. 807-8 

Hide  of.  Destroyed  in  France : 811 

More  Dangerous  than  a  Mad  Dog,  Statement  by  a  London  Magistrate 807 

Relative  to  a  Prosecution  for  Killing  a 808 

RoUtive  to  Authority  to  Kill 800,  808-4, 880-1, 888-4 

Glanders-Calarrh,  Symptoms  of 816^  817 

Glanders  and  Consumption,  Supposed  Identity  of 818-818;  9ii-8 

Glanders  and  Farcy,  Identity  of 828 

Glanders,  Animals  Suspected  to  Have  Should  be  Isolated 89,  881, 8S8-S 

Communication  by  Animals  Having  but  Slight  Symptoms  of 884-5 

Communication  of,  from  Man  to  Man 811 

Communication  of,  to  Man,  by  Infected  Meat 810-811 
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Duties  of  Local  Boards  of  Health  for  Restriction  of 800, 880-1, 888-4 

English  Law  for  Restriction  of.  Quoted 881 

Exemption  of  The  Ox  from.  Perhaps  only  Apparent 818-6 

External,  or  Farcy,  in  Man,  Symptoms  of 312 

Fatality  of 800.805,807,806-9,810 

Free  Ventilation  of  Stable  a  Preventive  of 887 

How  the  Vims  of.  Enters  the  Body 806, 806,  807,  808,  800-810, 311 

How  It  Is  Communicated  to  Man 800,806,807,806,809-610,811 

In  Great  Britain  in  1877  and  1876 814 
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QUindeTB,  (Conlinued)  : 

In  Horses,  Symptoms  mnd  Description .— ...  814-811 

In  Horses,  Early  History  of ^ .-. 818 

In  Horses,  Geogrmphleal  Distribntion  of 818-814»  888^  8S7 

In  Horses,  Pmthological  Anatomy  in 814-8n 

In  Man,  Acute,  Duration  of 806k  808-7, 808-8, 818 

In  Man  and  in  Domestic  Animals,  Beport  by  Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D 801-884 

In  Man,  Case  Reported  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Post,  of  Birmingham 808-7 

In  Man,  Dr.  Daffield's  Beport  of  a  Oaae  of 804-8 

In  Man,  Fatal  Oases  in  London,  Eng. _ 807-8 

In  Man,  FaUllty  of _ 800^807,808-8,811 

In  Man,  Generally  Dependent  on  Glanders  in  Horses 818 

In  Man,  Muntlon  of  a  Fatal  Case  at  Waterbnry,  Conn. 808 

In  Man,  Period  of  Incubation  in ....804, 808, 808, 808, 811 

In  Man,  Symptoms  of 804-5.808-7,808-8,818 

May  be  Exterminated «. 888 

Need  of  Legislation  relative  to,  in  Michigan 814,880 

Need  of  More  General  Information  Concerning 806 

Notice  of  a  Suspected  Case  of,  Should  be  GiTen  to  the  Health  Officer. .828, 881, 881^  888 

Glanders-poison,  Nature  of 8tf-8 

Prerention  of,  and  Precautions  Against. 808^  818, 887-834^  828, 8S8-S 

Proposed  Regulations  of  a  Local  Board  of  Health  for  Restriction  of 888-8 

Recommendations  for  Management  of  a  Suspected  Case 810,888-8 

Regulations  of  R.  I.  Cattle  Commissioners,  and  8.  B.  of  H.  for  Restriction  of 8S1-1 

Specific  Cause  of 311, 828,  826-6 

Spread  of,  by  Army  Horses 8n,827 

What  Animals  Subject  to 811 

What  Persons  Most  Exposed  to 810 

Glorer,  Wilson,  Books,  etc.,  Receired  flrom.  Fiscal  Tear  1878 xxxri 

Goats,  Dogs,  Cats,  Rabbits,  Mice,  Swine,  etc..  Subject  to  Glanders 811 

Godwin,  G.  Chase,  on  Duties  and  Compensation  of  Health  Officer  of  Grand  Rapids 148-4 

Gold,  T.  S.,  Books,  etc.  Receired  from,  Fiscal  Tear,  1878 xxxy 

Goodwin,  M.  D.,  F.,  on  Communication  of  Diphtheria  by  Milk HI 

On  Unusual  Cases  of  Ferer  in  Mich.,  during  the  Tellow  Fever  Epidemicat  the  South,  168-170^101 

Replies  to  Circular  88,  Diseases  in  1878 168-170, 101-8 

Gorton,  L.  6.,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xt 

Grafton,  J.  J.,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xr 

Grains,  etc,  Summary  of  Replies  concerning  Diseases  in,  in  1878 171-1 

Grand  Haven,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc xv,  71, 154, 156^  182,  tSi,  410-468 

Grand  Rapids,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc.,  xii,  xlvli,  Iv,  Ivii,  188-146,  154,  156,  171;  181-8, 
181, 4S0-468. 

Grand  Rapids,  relative  to  Compensation  and  Duties  of  Health  Officer  of 188-146 

Gratiot  County,  Communication  on  Overflowed  Land  in 185-8 

Relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc 1,  li.  liv,  111-115^  08-6, 188 

Gray,  M.  D.,  S.  S.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear,  1878 zxxi 

Green  Bay,  relative  to  Hcalthfuiness  of  a  Locality  near llx 

Green,  F.  W.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1^79 xxxU 

Greenville,  Montcalm  Co.,  relative  to  Slaughtering  of  Animals  in. 71 

Gregg,  J.  H..  Report  of  Diphtheria  in  Calvin,  Cass  Ca lix 

Griswold,  J.  W.,  Report  of  Diseases  In  London  Township,  Monroe  Co Ivli 

Grosse  Isle,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 128-9,160 

Relative  to  the  Drainage  of  **Tbe  Thoroughfare"  at 180 

Ground  Water  by  Months  in  1878,  and  Comparisons,  Replies  and  Summary 174-5 

H. 

Hague,  Will,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviU 

Hale,  M.  D.,  H.  J.,  Report  of  IB  Cases  of  Diphtheria  In  Grass  Lake,  Jackson  Co Ivii 

Hamilton,  M.  D.,  J.  B.,  Acknowledgment  of  Weekly  Bulletin  from xxxvUi-xxxix 

Handy,  Livingston  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  187jJ 184 

Hardy,  Arthur  S.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxU 

Hargis,  M.  D.,  R.  B  S.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

Harris,  M.  D.,  Ellsha,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxviil 

HarrlsvlUo,  Alcona  Co.,  Meteorological  Registers  from,  and  Instruments  sent  to xv,  xxi 
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Baitings,  BelatiTO  to,  Commnnicatlons  from,  etc xv,  xxl,  42<M68 

Hatch,  M.  D.,  F.  W.,  Aekoowledgement  of  Mortality  Reports  flnom xxxriii 

Hause,  Dr.  E.,  Meteorological  Registers  BeoeiTed  from xt 

maxhnrst,  M.  D.,  John  W.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,  450-468 

Hay  Crop  in  1878,  Condition  of,  Summary  of  Replies.. 17a 

Hiiynes,  E.  D.,  on  Healthfalness  of  Ingallston,  Menominee  Co ItIU 

Hiislewood,  M.  D.,  A.,  Repliee  to  Circular  9,  Diseases  in  1878 I8S^ 

WeelLly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420,  4tt-4a8 

Headlight  Oil,  No  Fixed  SUndard  of Ixil-lxiU 

Headlight  Oil,  an  Indefinite  Expression  a«  to  Quality  of  Oil 10 

Health  Authorities,  Sanitary  Associations  Designed  to  Co^pexmte  with  Local 84, 88, 80 

Health  Commissioner,  Remarkable  Ignorance  of  a 88 

Health  Laws,  necessity  for SOS 

Health  Offleer,  Appointment  of,  in  Townships xii,  68-7, 271 

Blank  (Form  iC)  for  return  of  Name  and  Address  of xi-xii 

Board  of  Health  Cannot  Fix  Salary  of.  Where  the  Charter  Providea  for  Same 144, 145 

Compensation  of xii.  xiU,  88-7, 189-146 

Entitled  to  Pay  from  his  board  for  Services  in  Reporting  to  State  Board  of  Health 145 

In  a  City  or  Village,  Must  Notify  Prosecuting  Attorney  of  Failures  to  Report  Cases  of 

Dangerous  Diseases 984,96 

Must  be  Appointed  in  every  City,  Village,  and  Township,  Law,  etc,  xii-xiii,  88-7,  284,  271,  272, 


Of  Grand  Rapids,  relatire  to  Compensation  and  Duties  of 189-148 

Relative  to  Verification  of  Diseases  Reported  to.. ^ xlix 

Must  Report  to  State  Board  of  Health  Annually  and  When  Required ix,  x,  xll,  xiv,  Iviii, 

143,  144,  277. 

Should  be  Authorized  to  Act  Promptly  for  Restriction  of  Communicable  Diseases Ixi 

Qualifications  of - ^ xiv,  272,278 

Should  Take  and  file  an  Oath  of  Office xiii-xiv,  271 

Health  Officers  and  Clerks  of  Local  Boards,  Abstracts  from  Annual  Reports  by Ivli,  Ivlii,  106 

He&lth  Officers  and  Local  Boards  of  Health,  Work  of,  Circular  35 288-278 

Health  Officers  and  Clerks,  Annual  Reports  by,  for  Tear  1878 viii-x,  xi,  Ivli-lviii,  105 

Health  Officers  in  Michigan,  Number  Rettimed  for  1878 xiv 

Health  Officers,  Physicians  usually  Best  Qualified  to  bo 272 

Health  Officers,  Relative  to  Preparation  of  Circular  (85)  to xviii,  xlix 

Heat  and  Pure  Air  as  Disinfectants 85 

Heating  and  Ventilating  Buildings  Already  Constructed,  Rev.  D.  C  Jacokes  on 01-82 

Helbig,  Dr.  Carl  Ernst,  Books,  etc..  Received  ftrom,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxi 

Herlg,  M.  D.,  E.  A.,  Transmits  Replies  Concerning  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever. 182 

Herrlck,  M.  D.,  S.  S.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  fh>m xxxviil 

Herrick,  M.  D.,  L.  C,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxiii 

Hewitt,  M.  D.,  Charles  N.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxvi 

Hickman,  Ky.,  Unsanitary  Condition  of 29 

Biggins,  F.  W.,  Meteorological  Registers  from.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  224, 887, 841-383 

Highland,  Oakland  Co,,  Relative  to  Cases  of  Diphtheria  In 488 

Hillsdale,  Relative  to  Sickness  in.  In  1878 155, 157, 178, 175, 178, 211-12,  421, 451-46J,  467-9 

Hinrlchs,  Dr.  Gustavus,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxir 

Hitchcock,  M.  D.,  Homer  O.,  Committee  of  This  Board,  P.  O.  Address,  etc vil,  vlii 

Communications,  etc..  Referred  to xllv,  xlviil,  1,  II,  Hi,  liii,  liv,  It,  Ivl 

Library  Books,  etc.,  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  80, 1879 ..xxxix-xl 

Meetings  of  This  Board  attended  by.  Fiscal  Tear,  1879 xliil,  xlvi,  xlviil,  HI 

Motions,  Resolutions,  etc.,  oflTered  by xliv,  xiv,  xlvl,  xlvii 

Report  on  Privies  an(|  Water-closets  at  Railway  Stations 15-24 

Report  on  Slaughter-houses,  Rendering  establishments,  etc. 63-80 

Report  on  Epidemic,  Endemic,  and  Contagious  Diseases 103-187 

Relative  to  Papers,  Reports,  etc,  by xlvi,  xlvii,  xlviii-xlix,  Hv-lv 

Stationery  Issued  to.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xll 

Suggestions  as  to  Compilations  of  Reports  of  Diseases 108 

Hogs,  Beeves,  Sheep,  and  Cattle  Slaughtered  Annually  in  19  Cities  In  Mich 71,  72 

Holland,  Methods  and  Results  of  Drainage  in 240^1 

HoHand  System  of  Drainage,  relative  to 237-8,239-243,258-60 

Holland,  Ottawa  Co.,  Relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xliv,  420-468 

Holliday,  M.  D.,  D.  C,  on  General  Sanitation 34-88 

On  Quarantine  and  Sanitation  at  Now  Orleans 31 
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HaU,  Dr.tOnSanlUry  Condition  of  New  Orleans 41-4S 

Holly,  M.  D.,  D.  C.,on  Healthfulness  of  Vernon,  Shiawai«ee  Co. lix 

Horn,  M.  D.,  Oliver  P.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 490,  427-445, 455-469 

Horses,  Glanders  in.  See  Glanders  In  Horses. 

Hoaghton,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  In  1878 154, 158, 178, 174, 176-7, 179-181, 4S0-468 

Houghton's  Water.fllter,  relative  to  Exhibition  of. xliv 

Honseholders*  and  Physicians*  Notices  of  Diseases  Dangerous  to  Public,  Circular  84,  and 

relative  to,  (See  Diseases  Dangerous) ix-x,  181-4,  272-3,  274-5, 277, 297-8. 

House,  Unoccupied,  Destruction  of,  asa  Nuisance 296 

Howard,  Dr.  E.  L.,  of  Baltimore,  on  Sanitary  Care  of  Vessels 88 

Howell,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  In  1878 154,  156, 178, 174,  187-8,420-466 

Hnbbardston,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from,  Complied  by  Months 426-468 

Hudson,  M.  D.,  H.  S.,  Acknowledgement  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviii 

Hudson,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 xxl,  155,  157, 178, 175,212-18,421-488 

Hughes,  M.  D.,  C.  H.,  Books,  etc,  Received  fh>m.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxv 

Hull,  M.  D.,  J.  B.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,  422-440 

Human  Life,  Waste  of,  Communication  by  Dr.  Kedxie 97-102 

Humidity  of  Air,  By  Months  in  1878,  and  Previous  Years,  at  Agricultural  College,  850, 358,  354, 857, 
48041,492-501 

By  Months  in  1878,  at  12  Stations 852,  858, 856,  357 

By  Months  In  1878  and  Previous  Years,  Comparisons 850,853,357 

Coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases 232,477-504,506 

Dbigrams,  Av.  at  Each  of  7  Stations,  1878. 352,356 

Generally  Varies  with  the  Temperature 35U 

Hnngerford,  relative  to  Communication  from,  on  Cutting  a  Dam li 

Hunter,  Wm.  II.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviii 

Hunt,  M.  D.,  Chas.  O.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxx 

Hunt,  M.  D..  Ezra  M.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxl 

Huron  River  not  Allowed  to  Become  Dry  In  1878 450 

Hutehins,  H.  A.,  on  the  Standard  of  Headlight  Oil Ixli-lxiii 

Hygiene,  State  Board  of  Health  to  Recommend  Standard  Works  on  for  SchooU 66,  292 

I. 

Illuminating  Oils,  a  High  Test  Does  Not  Make  Necessary  a  Poor  Bnrnhigquality 8 

ILLUMINATIMO  OIL8  IN  MiCH.  :  — 

Action  of  state  Board  of  Health  Concerning  Legialation  for  Inspection  of xl?i,  5,  6,  7 

Benefits  from  Law  of  1877  Concerning  Inspection  of. 1x111,8-9 

Bonds  and  Oaths  of  Inspectors  of —        14b 

Branding  of  Casks  Containing ' 14a 

Burning.fiulds,  Patent  Compounds,  etc.  Not  Products  of  Petroleum,  Use  of,  Not  Pro- 
hibited by  Law  of  1879 Ixiv 

Ohill.test  Adopted  In  1877,  Abolished  in  1879 8,  10, 14d 

Circuit  Court  Judges  to  Appoint  County  Inspectors,  by  Law  of  1869. 4 

Comparison  of  Laws  for  Inspection  of .Ixiii-lxlv,  4-14 

Cost  of  Inspection  Increased  by  I^w  of  1879 10, 13-14 

Cyrus  G.  Luce,  State  Inspector  of 14 

Dangerous,  Accidents  from  Use  of Ixi-lxil,  Ixiii-lxlv,  9, 10-11 

Deputy  Inspectors  of.  To  Report  Monthly  to  State  Inspector  and  to  Board  of  State  Audi. 

tors 14b 

Dr.  Baker*s  Memorial  to  Legislature,  relative  to  Tests  of 12 

Experiments  in  Testing , 10-13 

Fees  for  Inspection  of 4,6, 10,  13-14, 14c 

First  State  Inspector  of.  Appointed  under  Law  of  1875 7 

Flash  and  Fire  Test  Made  1 10*  F.  in  1*»,  and  150"  in  1873 4-5 

Flash.test  Reduced  to  140*  F.  in  187A,and  to  120"  In  1879. 7,  10. 14c 

Freedom  from  Accidents  in  Use  of,  in  Mich Ixi,  Ixiii,  8-9 

Good  Points  in  Law  of  1879,  concerning  Inspection  of Ixiil,  14 

Governor  to  Appoint  County  Inspectors,  by  Law  of  1871 4 

Governor  to  Appoint  a  State  Inspector  of,  and  to  Remove  an  Unfaithful  Inspector 14a,  14d 

Historical  Review  of  Legislation  relative  to  Inspection  of 1-14 

Improvement  In,  by  I^w  of  1875 7 

Inspected  Oil tdido  the  State  Exempt  from  Reinspection,  by  Law  of  1873 4,6,6 

Inspection  Intrusted  to  Irresponsible  Persons,  by  Law  of  1873 6 

Inspector  of.  May  Appointor  Remove  his  Deputies 14a 
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Illuminating  Oils  in  Mich.,  (Continued):— 

Inspectors  of,  Shall  Not  be  Interested  in  Manufacture  or  Sale  of  Oils 14a,  lid 

Inspectors  of,  to  Enter  Complaint  for  Violations  of  the  Oil  Law 14d 

Inspectors  of,  to  Provide  Thcmsolvos  with  Necessary  Apparatus 1 14a 

Inspector  may  Enter  Premises  of  Any  Dealer  or  Manufacturer.... 10, 14a 

Laws  Concerning,  Touch  All  Classes  of  Citizens 8 

Law  Not  Applicable  lo  Generators  or  Machines  on  the  Principle  of  the  Davy  Safety  Lamp  10, 14c 

Law  of  1878  Did  Not  Secure  a  Better  lUnmlnating  Quality  of 6,  6 

I^w  of  1878  Provided  for  State  Inspector  and  Deputies 7 

Law  of  1879  for  Inspection  of,  and  Repeal  of  Law  of  1877 14a-]4d 

Law  of  1879  Provides  for  a  General  Oversight  of  the  State Ixiil 

Legislation  concerning,  in  1873  Infl  uenced  by  Great  Number  of  Accidents 6 

Manufactured  in  Mich,  to  Be  Inspected  Before  Removal  from  the  Manufactory 14b 

Not  Less  than  Haifa  Pint  to  Be  Used  in  Inspection  of 14a 

Out-of-Slate  Inspection  Accepted  by  Law  of  1871,  Rejected  by  Laws  of  1876  and  1879.. .4,  7. 14, 14a 

Patent  Bnrning.flnlds  Not  Adulterations  of Ixiv 

Penalties  for  Adulterating,  False  Branding,  Not  Cancelling  Brand,  Selling  Rejected  Oil, 

etc 14a,14b<14c 

Record  of  Inspection  of,  to  Bo  Kept  by  Inspectors 14b 

Relative  to  Ohio  Laws  for  Insf^ction  of 5,  6 

ReUtive  to  the  Standard  of  Head-Light  Oil IxU-lxiil,  10 

Resolution  of  This  Board  relative  to  Tests  of xlvl 

Salaries  of  Inspectors  of,  What  and  How  Paid 10^  14c 

Sale  of  Uninspected  Oil,  penalty  for 14b 

■    Selling  Barrels  with  Uncanceled  Brands  a  Misdemeanor,  by  Laws  of  1877  and  1879... 8,  14, 14b,  14c 

State  Board  of  Health  Tester,  Invention  of,  and  Adoption  in  1875  and  1879 8-7, 7, 14a 

State  Inspector  of,  on  an  Explosion  at  Lament ixiv 

State  Inspector  to  Report  Annually  to  the  Governor  and  the  State  Board  of  Health 8, 14b 

Summary  Statements  of  Laws  of  1889, 1871, 1873, 1877,  and  1879 4, 4-8,  7, 7-8, 10 

That  Exploded  In  Lamps,  Tests  of Ixi,  Ixli,  Ixiil,  Ixiv 

Use  of  Uninspected  Oil  (not  forbidden  by  Law.of  1879;  a  Misdemeanor  by  Law  of  1877. ..  8 

Use  of  Gasoline  Permitted  by  Laws  of  1875  and  1879 7,  14c 

Use  of  Naphtha  in  Street-lamps  Permitted  by  Laws  of  1877  and  1879 8,  14c 

Illustrations,  See  Table  of  Contents vi 

Incendiaries,  High  test  Kerosene  Often  a  Hindrance  to 9, 10 

Incendiaries  in  Detroit  in  1878,  Number,  etc 9 

Incubation.perlod  In  Diphtheria 107-110, 117-8 

Indigestion,  Reports  of.  Compiled  by  Months 425 

Infected  Places  in  Other  States,  Persons  from.  May  Be.Kept  from  Entering  Michigan 194-4 

Infected  Places,  Notice  of,  Should  Be  Secured  by  Local  Boards  of  Health 274 

Inflammation  of  Throat,  Report  of  150  Cases  in  East  Saginaw Ivili 

Influenza  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 187,  231-8,  871-2,  477,  478-8,  491-4,  497 

Influenza  and  Diphtheria,  Relative  to  Relations  of ..118-9, 187 

Influenza  and  Rag-weed,  Possible  Connection  of 494 

Influenza,  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc.,  by  Months  in  1878,  Diagram  2 480 

Influenza,  Influence  of  Wind  and  Ozone  on 232, 871-72, 477,  492-4,  497 

Influenza,  Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  by  Months 182-8,  400-1,404-9,  471-8^  474, 490, 492-8,  497 

Ingallston,  Menominee  Oo^  Healthfulness  of,  in  1878 ^ Iviii,  lix 

Inland  Quarantine,  Principles  and  Regulations ^ 81-84,42-44 

Inspection  or  Inspector  of  Illuminating  Oils,  See  Illnminatlng  Oils. 

Inspection,  Sanitary,  Requirements  in  Examination  concerning  by  State  Board  of  Health 611«  612 

Interment  of  the  Dead,  Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Make  Regulations  concerning 298 

Interments  in  Detroit  1872-8,  by  Months  for  1875-8,  Causes  for  1876-8 220-3 

Intermittent  Fever,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 477, 604,  605, 608 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 607 

Months  of  Greatest  Prevalence  of 162-3, 187-8,400-1,  608,607 

Northern  Limit  of  (15»  N.  lat.) 235 

Tree-planting  a  Protection  against 168,201,218 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 400-1, 404-487,  471-8,  744, 604-5, 606, 507 

Ionia,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xv,  xxi,  71, 120,  238^  420,  428-468 

Iosco,  Livingston  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 187-8 

Ishpeming,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from.  Compiled  by  Months 420,  450-484 

Isolation  of  Diphtheria  Patients,  Good  Results  from 110-111,488 

Ithaca,  Gmliot  Co.,  Diphtheria  in  and  About 111-115 

Relative  t«i  Sickness  in,  in  1877  and  1878 liv,  111-115,  130-1, 154,  156, 173,  174.  IH,  188-9 
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Jackson,  A.  6.,  on  Healthfalnes^of  Caitor,  Ajitrim  Co IvUl 

Jackson  Go.,  relatire  to  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 106-111 

Jackson,  relatiTO  to,  Commanicalions  from,  etc...lTi,  Ixiii-lxiv,  71,  97, 99, 100,  101, 155, 157,  213, 421-469 

Jackson,  Wrecking  of  the  Paoiflo  Kzpress  Train  at,  in  Oct.,  1879 97-101 

Jacokes,  D.  D.,  Rer.  D.  C,  Committee  of  This  Board,  P.  O.  Address,  etc vil,  tUI 

Library  Books,  etc.,  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  80,  1879 xl 

Meetings  of  this  Board,  Attended  by.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xliii,  xlri,  xlTiii,  lU 

Motions,  Resolutions,  etc.,  oflTered  by liil 

Report  on  Heating  and  Ventilating  Buildings  Already  Constructed 61-M 

Relative  to  Papers,  Reports,  etc.,  by xliii,  xWi,  xItU 

Stationery  Issued  to,  Fiscal  Tear  VSJ^ xlil 

Jennings,  M.  D.,  R.  O.,  Books,  otc,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879. xxviU 

Jamestown  Township,  Ottawa  Ca,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 181 

Jarvis,  M.  D.,  Edward,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

Johnston,  M.  D.,  Robt,  on  Communication  of  Diphtheria 488 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 225-6 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421, 428-469,  471-3,  480 

Johnston,  M.  D.,  Wirt,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxz 

Joy,  M.  D.,  Henry  L.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 421, 428-460 

Jones,  J.  H.,  Inquiries  as  to  Duties  and  Pay  of  the  Health  Officer  of  Grand  Rapids 142 

Jones,  M.  D.,  H.  W.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878. 176-7, 179-181 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 422-468 

K. 

Kalamazoo,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  eto....vii.  xv.,  xliv,  15-24,  63-80,  108-187,  124-6,  108-137, 
156,  157,  175,  214,  837-393,  421-469. 

Kapp,  M.  D.,  John,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months. 421, 451-467 

Kedzie,  M.  D.,  Prof.  R.  C,  President  of  This  Board,  Committee,  P.  O.  Address,  etc vU,  vlii 

Address  on  General  Sanitation 34-86 

Analysis  of  Water  from  Well  of  Jas.  Monfort,  Nottawa  Township,  St.  Joseph  Co. 136 

Annual  Address,  Historical  Review  &f  Legislation  Relattaiff  to  the  Inspection  of  Illumin. 

ting  Oils  in  Mich 1-14 

Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxlx 

Communications,  etc..  Referred  to xlvl,  U,  Iv,  Ivl 

Communication  on  Waste  of  Human  Life 97-102 

Experiments  in  Testing  Kerosene .     12-18 

Library  Books,  etc.,  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  30, 1879 zxxiz 

Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  337, 888-393, 480-604 

Meetings  of  This  Board  Attended  by.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xliii,  xlvl,  xlvili.  111 

Motions,  Resolutions,  etc,  OITered  by xliv,  liT 

On  Public  Health  Subjects  in  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley,  National  Board 

of  Health,  and  American  Medical  Association  in  May,  1879 25-44 

Re-elected  President  of  the  Board,  April  8, 1879 xlviii 

Relative  to  Papers,  Reports,  etc,  by xlvl,  l-ll.  Hi,  Ut,  It,  Iv-lvi 

Stationery  Issued  to.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xll 

Test  for  Lead  in  Tinware 1-li 

Kellogg,  M.  D.,  John  U.,  Committee  of  This  Board,  P.  O.  Address,  etc vii,  viil 

Library  Books  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  30,  1879... xli 

Meetings  of  The  Board  Attended  by Ill 

Meteorological  Reg^isters  by.  Complied  by  Months xv,  337, 341-883 

On  Sanitary  Associations 81-96 

Stationery  Issued  to.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xlli 

Keeler,  Van  Buren  Co.,  Report  of  Scarlet  Fever  in,  in  1878 IvUl 

Kelly's  Corners,  Lenawee  Co.,  Relative  to  Diphtheria  at,  in  1878 108 

Kent  Co.,  Relalive  to  Overflowed  Lands  in  Spencer  Township 286-7 

Kerosene,  See  Illuminating  Oils 

Kimball,  M.  D.,  Edwin  L.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421, 423-169 

Kimball,  Sumner  I.,  Books  etc  Recelve<i  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxiii 

Kimpton,  Henry,  Rooks,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxiv 

Kinsley,  M.  D.,  John,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,438-468 

Kirchner,  Hon.  Otto,  on  Duties  and  compensation  of  Health  Officer  of  Grand  Rapids 148 

Opinion  relative  to  city  Boanls  of  Health xiii 

Library  Book  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  30, 1879 xli 
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Kitchen,  M.  D.,  Samael,  on  Cams  of  Diphtheria  AJtociated  with  Use  of  Bad  Water 491 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 422-4S<^ 

Knapp,  W.  H.  H.,  CommnnicatloB  ftom,  relatlre  to  Diphtheria,  Referred  to  Dr.  Hitchcock^..         lii 

Inquiries  concerning  Communication  and  Restriction  of  Diphtheria IH-I^ 

Kremers,  BL  D.,  H.,  of  Drenthe,  Replies  to  Circular  7,  Water«snpply  of  I.ocalities  in  Mich —     286-7 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 18t 

L. 

Ladies'  Sanitary  Association  of  London,  Eng.,  Work  of 94-5 

Lake  Erie,  relation  of,  to  the  "Thoroughfare"  on  Grosse  Isle 280> 

Lake  St.  Clair,  Drainage  of  Land  near ^ 287-8,289 

Lamp-exploslons,  Reports  of Ixi-lxii,  Ixlii-lxir,  9, 10-U 

Landes,  (France),  See  Drainage. 

Water-supply  of,  and  Analysis  of  Water  from  Filter-wells  in 247-8, 958^ 

Lamont,  relative  to  a  Lamp-explosion  In Ixlr 

Langley's  (Profc  J.  W.)  "Margin  of  Safety,'*  Discussion  of 10-18 

Langlois,  M.  D.,  T.  J.,  Wyandotte,  Meteorological  Registers  Receired  from xt 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 421, 428-9, 461-469 

Lansing,  Relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc.  III,  vll,  ix-x,  xl-xll,  xli-xlr,  xxxrlll,  xliii-WI,  Ixir 
1-14, 10,  25-44, 97-102,  118-119, 128-7,  150-176,  179,  189-190,  241,  261-278,  281-2,  887-894,  420-140,  479,  480-6, 
492-504,611. 

Lapeer,  Relative  to  Sickness  In,  In  1878 Iv,  154, 156, 178, 174, 195-4, 198-201, 420-424,  480-468,  470 

La  Rocque,  M.  D.,  A.  B.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvili 

Books,  etc.  Received  firom,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxvi 

Larry,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879....^ xxxiv 

Laryngitis,  Reports  of,  Compiled  by  Months 483, 435, 452, 458, 456, 461, 464,  468 

Law,  English,  on  Restriction  of  Glanders,  Quoted 831 

Law,  Prof.  James,  on  Glanders 827, 330, 831 

Lawrence,  A.  T.,  Report  of  26  Cases  of  Diphtheria  In  Grass  Lake,  Jackson  Co Ivil 

Laws  of  a  People,  Great  Influence  oA* 1 ^ S- 

Laws  of  Michioav,  Sbotioits  Quoted  :— 
Compilation  of  1871:— 

1692  and  1693,  as  amended  in  1877,  Constitution  of  Local  Boards  of  Health  and  Appoint- 

ment  of  Health  Officers xii,  66 

1694, 1699, 1700, 1701,  Regulation  and  Abatement  of  Nuisances,  etc 67 

1702,  Court  May  Order  Nuisance  Removed.^.... 69 

1708and  1704,  Forcible  Entry  to  Abate  Nuisances S^ 

1784-6,  Notices  of  Diseases  Dangerous  to  The  Public  Health 268, 268 

1787,  Regulation  of  Offensive  Trades 67. 73 

1788^  Assignment  of  Places  for  Offensive  Trades  May  Be  Revoked 69-73 

1740^  Constitution  of  City  and  VllUge  Boards  of  Health xili 

1740,  (Amended),  Constitution  of  City  and  Village  Boards  of  Health 67, 264, 272,  298 

6377,  Circuit  Court  Has  Equity  Jurisdiction  concerning  Nuisances. 69,  800 

686!;  Duty  of  Supervisors  to  Prosecute  for  Penalties  or  Forfeitures 264 

6863,  Other  Township  Officers  to  Notify  Supervisor  of  Forfeitures 264 

6855,  Duty  of  Prosecuting  Attorney 266- 

SetnonLawi.—' 

1878,  Act  No.  81,  Section  2,  Duties  of  State  Board  of  Health 66,  292 

Act  No.  81,  Section  8;  Local  Boards  to  Report  to  State  Board  of  Health x,  275 

Act  Nc  178;  SaniUry  Powers  of  Cities. - 67-S 

1876,  Act  No.  62,  Sanitary  Powers  of  Villages 68-9' 

1877,  ActNc  56,  Township  Boards  of  Health .«. xii,6<^7 

1879,  Act  No.  127,  Inspection  of  Illuminating  Oils 14a,  14d 

Act  No.  145,  City  and  Village  Boards  of  Health.. 67, 264, 272,  2»lt 

Act  Nc  146,  Free  Vaccination  by  Local  Boards  of  Health ^ 179,273t 

Act  No.  157,  City  and  Village  Health  Officers  must  report  failures  to  give  Notice 

of  diseases  dangerous  to  public 264,272 

Act  No.  232,  Location  of  Slaughter-houses,  etc 78 

Lay,  M.  D.,  H.  S.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  In  1878 201-t 

Weekly  Reports  of  Weekly  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months, 420,423-46^ 

Leach,  M.  D.,  l£lisha.  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 42I,423^46» 

Lead  In  Tinware,  Dr.  Kedzie's  Test  for 1-11 

LeBaroD,  M.  D.,  Robert,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421, 428-^ 
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X/edeboer,  M.  D.,  Bernardus.  Weekly  Reports  of  DIseasei  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420, 422-468 

Le  Due,  Gen.  W.  G.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxv 

Leeds,  Ph.  D.,  Albert  R.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  187t xxviii 

Lee,  H  D.,  N.  D.,  Cases  of  Diphtheria  Associated  with  Use  of  Bad  Water 491 

Replies  to  CIroalar  7,  Water  supply  of  Localities  in  Mich. 88S-<5 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 178, 187-8 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,428-468 

Legislation  in  the  Interests  of  Public  Health,  Reports  by  Committee  on 45^  189-140,  SS9u800 

Lefislation  relative  to  Glanders,  Need  of,  in  Michigan. 814, 880 

Legislation  relating  to  Inspection  of  Illuminating  Oil  In  Mich.,  Historical  Review  of 1-U 

Le  Grand  Marais,  Wayne  Ca,  Mich.,  Drainage  of 258-980 

Le  Hardy,  M.  D.,  J.  C,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879..... xzziv 

Lenawee  Co.  Fair,  Falling  of  Grandstand  at,  in  Adrian 99-100 

Leonard,  M.  D.,  O.  Henri,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from. xr 

Leonidas,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  Health  Officer  of,  on  Notices  of  Diseases Ix-lzl 

Le  Boy,  Ingham  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 194 

Letcher,  M.  D.,  J.  H.,  Books,  etc,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 zzzl 

Letchworth,  Hon.  Wm.  P.,  Books,  etc..  Received  fkom.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xzvi 

Lexington,  Sanilac  Co.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseaaes  from.  Compiled  by  Months 490-481 

Liddell,  M.  D.,  M.  J.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseaaes  by,  Compiled  by  Months 480^  412-444 

Limitation  and  Prevention  of  Epidemic  Diseases,  Dr.  Rochester  on 41-48 

Lincoln  Lake,  Kent  Co.,  relative  to  Land  Overflowed  by,  and  Map II,  888-7 

Linden,  Genesee  Co.,  relative  toaLamp  Explosion  in IxUMxiv 

Lindsley,  M.  D.,  C.  A.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxrvili 

Llndsley.  M.  D.,  J.  Berrien,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvili 

Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879. ^ .  xxvlli 

Littlejohn,  J.  J.,  Report  of  32  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in  Pine  Plains,  Allegan  Co Ivll 

Livonia,  Wayne  Cc,  relative  to  Sickness  in.  In  1878 S28-T 

Local  Boards  of  Health,  Report  on  Powers  and  Duties  of 289-800 

Locke,  Ingham  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  In,  In  1878 194 

Locust  Grove  Cemetery,  New  Orleans,  Conditions  of,  in  1877 41-48 

London  (Bng.)  Ladies' Sanitary  Association  of 94-5 

London,  Monroe  Co.,  Report  of  Sickness  in,  in  1878 ivii 

Lookingglass  River,  Clinton  Co.,  Plumb  Creek  Empties  into 888 

Loop,  M.  D.,  J.  M.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 188 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 484-8;  448-488 

Luce,  Cyrus  G.,  State  Inspector  of  Illuminating  Oils — 14 

Lndington,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 488-488 

Lynn  and  Newport  Sanitary  Associations,  Outline  of 84-86 

Lyon,  Oakland  Co.,  relative  to  sickness  in,  In  1878 828-T 

Lyster,  M.  D.,  Henry  F.,  Committee  of  this  Board,  P.  O.  Address,  etc vil,  vlll 

Communications,  etc.  Referred  to xlv,  1, 11,  liii,  liv,  Ivl 

Library  Books,  etc,  in  Possession  of.  Sept  80, 1879 xl 

Meetings  of  the  Board  Attended  by xllii,  1,  Ut 

Motions,  Resolutions,  etc.,  oflTered  by xliv,  xlv 

On  Need  of  Legislation  in  Michigan,  relative  to  Glanders 880 

Relative  to  Papers,  Reports,  etc.,  by xllii,  xliv,  xlvi,  1,  Hi,  Ivl 

Report  on  Reclaiming  Drowned  Lands 233-200 

Stationery  Issued  to,  Fiscal  Year  W79 xli 

M. 

Mackay,  M.  D.,  Gustavus  E.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviii 

Books,  etc.,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxv 

Mackintosh,  U.  W.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xx\x 

MHComb,  Macomb  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 229-280 

Maiden,  M.  D.,  Wm.  P.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,  422-4(58 
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Malarial  Diseases,  Decrease  of,  from  Drainage  in  Mich 178,209,  235 

Mancelona,  (X>mmunicatlon  from,  on  Healthfnlness  of  Custer,  Antrim  Cc Ivili 

Man,  Glanders  in.  See  Glanders  in  Man. 

Manistee,  Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 488-488 

Marion  Township,  Livingston  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  In,  in  1878 187-8 

Marion  Township,  Sanilac  Cc,  Report  of  Sickness,  by  Health  Officer  of. ^ 188-7 
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Markets,  Local  Boards  of  Health  8hoald  Inspectand  Regulate 29G 

Maps,  See  Illustrations,  Table  of  Contents ▼! 
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Marvin,  M.  D.,  C.  W.,  on  Diphtheria  in  and  about  Ithaca 111-115 

Maryland  State  Board  of  Health,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxx 

Massachusetts  Public  Health  Association,  Origin  and  Objects  of 94 

Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Health,  Quotations  from  Reports  of,  on  Brighton  Abattoir 75-79 

Mason,  Ingham  Co.,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc 71, 420-432 

Mattawan,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 154, 173, 174, 178,  204-5, 420,  438, 448-5,  451-461, 467-9 

Mattocks,  M.  D.,  Brewer,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviii 

Maury,  M.  D.,  R.  B.,  on  General  Sanitation 34-86 

Maxwell,  M.  D.,  Geo.  Troup,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxii 

Mayors  of  Cities,  and  Other  Local  Officers,  Circular  (84)  to,  relative  to  Notices  of  Diseases..     261-8 
Mayor  and  Aldermen  of  The  City,  Circular  (33)  to.  Transmitting  Blank  for  Return  of  Name 

of  Health  Officer xii-xiv 

McColl,  M.  D.,  Hugh,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,  423-4,  430-2 

McConnell,  M.  D.,  A.  P.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 438-468 

McCormick,  W.  R.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 462-8 

McGowan,  Hon.  J.  H.,  Books,  etc,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxix 

Resolution  of  Thanks  to xlix 

McGraw,  Dr.,  on  The  Epidemic  of  Diarrhea  and  Cholera  Morbus  in  Detroit  in  March  1878 499 

Mollvain,  M.  D.,  J.  C,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 422-432 

McLaughlin,  John,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxii 

MoLouth,  Prof.  L.,  Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  337, 341-393 

McMaster,  M.  D.,  H.  S.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxii 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420,  423-438 
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Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  as  to  Xumber  of  Cases  of,  in  1878 161 
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Bills  to  Regulate,  Introduced  into  Legislatures  of  1875,  1877,  and  1879 48-9 
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Memorial  to  Legislature,  by  Dr.  Baker,  on  Tests  of  Illuminating  Oil 12 

By  this  Board,  Regulation  of  Medical  Practice,  relative  to xlvi 

Memphis,  Tenn.,  Unsanitary  Condition  of 28 

Mendon,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc.,  xv,  11,  liil,  liv,  134-6,  155, 157, 170, 173, 175, 214-15,  337- 
393,  421-469. 

Menominee,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xv,  xxi,  Ivlii,  lix 

Messenger,  Dr.  S.  S.,  Report  of  38  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Oneida  Township,  Eaton  Co Iviii 

Metal  Worker,  The,  on  Best  Cheap   Dry-earth  Closet 23-24 
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Metamors*  Lapeer  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  io,  in  1878 196-201 

Meetings  of  This  Board,  Abstracts  from  Proceedings  at,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xlili-lvi 

Order  of  Business  at xlvii 

Where  Held xllii,  xlv-xlvi.  xlvUl,  Hi 

Metborolooioal  Oonditioxb  in  Michigan  in  1878:— 

And  Diseases  Coincident  with,  by  Months 167,  871-S,  S89,  477-006 

And  Diseases  Coincident  with,  Explanation  of  Exhibits  relative  to 478, 480 

At  Stations,  by  Months,— 

Agricaltnral  College,  near  Lansing ^ 388-393, 480-6, 492-000, 604 

Asylnm  for  Insane,  Kalamazoo S41-398 

Battle  Creek 841-383 

Benton  Harbor 341-383 

Brooklyn 210 

Coldwater  (State  Public  School) 341-387 

Detroit 224,341-383 

Grand  Rapids 183 

Kalamasoo  (State  Asylnm  for  Insane) 341-399 

Lansing  (State  Agricultural  College) 338-398 

Mendon .«. 341-383 

Nlles 341-387 

Nirvana 341-383 

Normal  School,  Tpsilanti 841-383 

Otlsville 192.341-396 

Petoskey 341-387 

Tecumseh 341-383 

Thornville 200,341-387 

Washington,  Macomb  Co 230 

Woodmere  Cemetery,  near  Detroit 224,  341-393 

Ypsilanti  (State  Normal  School) 841-393 

By  Months  Compared  with  Averages  for  Previous  Tears 338-9,  341, 342-3,  348,  350,  3S3, 354, 3A7, 

858,361,  862,  866,  867,  868,  390. 

Characteristic  of  the  Tear  1878 154-7, 172,  173-5, 180-231,  232,  838-840,  341,  342, 344,  348, 

350,  353,  354,  357,  358,  361,  362,  367,  368,  SOa 

Diagrams 315,  852,  356,  360,  864,  370,  873,  375,  378,  381,  887,  892 

Explanations  of  Diagrams  relative  to «. 340 

Report  and  Compilation  on  Principal,  by  Henry  B.  Baker,  M.  D 335-394 

Relation  of,  to  Certain  Diseases,  114, 115, 130-1, 151,  155. 156, 157, 180, 23-2,  371-2,  380,  389, 477-487,  491-508 

Meteorological  Instruments  Purchased  by  This  Board,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xx 

Issued  to  Observers,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxi 

Meteorological  Observations  Directed  to  be  Taken  in  Office  of  the  Board xliv 

Meteorological  Observers  for  State  Board  of  Health,  Names,  Reports  from,  etc xiv-xv,  337 

Meteorological  Reports  (Weekly)  from  The  State  Board  of  Health,  Distribution  of xlx 

Meteorology,  Requirements  in  Examination  Concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health 511,  512 

Metric  Club,  Chicago,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxi 

Meyer's  Patent  Waste-Prevcnting  Cistern,  Cut  of 20 

Michigan  Legislature,  Manual  of,  Acknowledged xxxiv 

Michigan  Oil- tester,  Invention  and  Adoption  of 7, 14a 

Miiford,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 155, 157, 225-6, 421-469,  488 

Mill>damat  Maple  Rapids  Considered  to  be  a  Cause  of  a  Nuisance 235-6 

Milk,  Communication  of  Diphtheria  by 121,124-5,  129-180 

Impure,  Supposed  Causation  of  Diphtheria  by 124-5 

Miller,  Hon.  Albert,  on  Drainage  of  a  Tract  of  Land  near  Bay  City 241-3 

Milter,  M.  D.,  Carroll  £.,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xv 

Miller,  M.  D.,  Prof.  T.  Clarke,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxlii 

Mills,  M.  D.,  IL  R.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by-Months 420,  423-432 

Mlllspaugh,  P.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxv 

Mill.pond  not  Necessarily  a  Nuisance 299 

Mlnden,  Sanilac  Co.,  relative  to  Killing  a  Glandcred  Horse  in 303 

Minor,  M.  D.,  Thos.  C,  Acknowledgment  of  Books  and  Mortality  Reports  from xxxlii,  xxxvili 

Mississippi  River,  Importance  of  Keeping  it  Free  from  Pestilence tt,  31 

Mitchell,  I.  N.,  Hastings,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xv 

Monfort,  M.  D.,  L  N.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  In  Michigan.  In  1878 177,  188-9 

Monfort,  J.  A.,  Nottawa,  St.  Joseph  Ca,  Analysis  of  Water  from  Well  of 136 

Monroe,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc. xv,  xlvii,  71, 421-433, 451-3, 488 
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Moon,  Dr.  J.  H.,  on  Diphtheria  in  Sheridan,  Mich 121 

Moore,  Robert,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xzx 

Moral  Effects  of  Drainage  of  Landei,  France iSS,  SS6,  258 

Moran,  Wm.  B.,  Drainage  of  the  Great  Marsh  near  Detroit  by 2S8-960 

Morse,  M.  D.,  O.  W.,  WeelLly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 4190, 435-409 

Mosher,  J.  B.,  Lamp  Explosion  in  House  of Ixlii-lxir 

Mortality  .Statements,  Cities  and  Officers  Contribating,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxrlii-xxxix 

Mair,  Ionia  Co.,  relative  to  Railroad  Accident  at 100-101 

Mules,  Asses,  Sheep,  Goats,  Dogs,  Cats,  etc.  Subject  to  Glanders 81S 

Mumps,  Reports  of  Compiled  by  Months,  ...425, 428,  482, 483, 486, 487, 440, 441, 444, 448,  418, 492, 461, 468, 469 

Munn,  A.  M.,  Meteorological  Registers  from xv,  8S7 

Murray,  A.  J.,  V.  S.,  of  Detroit,  on  Glanders 814 

Muskegon,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc ». 71, 420,  450-468 

Names  of  Observers  of  Diseases,  No.  of  Weekly  Reports,  by  Months,  1878 490-1, 402 

Nasal  Glanders,  Symptoms  of 814-16 

Nash,  M.  D.,  A.,Aeplies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878. 19&-6 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420,480-468 

National  Board  of  Health,  relative  to  Communications  from xxxlx,  lili-liT 

Dr.  Kedzie  on  Proceedings  of,  at  Atlanta,  in  1879 28,  S7,  87-40 

National  Law,  Requirements  in  Examination  concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health Oil,  012 

Neal,  M.  D.,  Thos.  L.,  AcknowiedgmehC  of  Books  and  Mortality  Reports  from.. xxxiii,  xxxriii 

Neal,  M.  D.,  W.  A.,  Replies  to  Circular  7,  Water-supply  of  Localities  in  Mich 288 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 178, 208-4 

Neuralgia  and  Tonsilitis,  relative  to  Weekly  Reports  of,  in  1878 8B6-9, 405, 477 

Nenralgia,  Weekly  Reports  of  sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Months, 4U0-1, 404-469, 472;  474 

Newark  Township,  Gratiot  Co.,  relative  to  cases  of  Diptheria  ia,  in  1878 112-118 

Newport  and  Lynn,  Outline  of  Sanitary  Associations 84-^ 

New  Orleans,  Dr.  Holt  on  Sanitary  Condition  of 41-42 

Newton,  M.  D.,  Wm.  K.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxvi 

New  Troy,  Berrien  Co.*  relative  to.  Communications,  from  etc 285, 480, 489-458, 468-6 

Nicholson,  M.  D.,  A.  W.,  Meteorological  Registers  by,  Compiled  by  Months. xv,  192;  887, 841-898 

Replies  to  Circular  89,  Diseases  in  1878 190-2 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months, 420,488-468 

Night-soil  is  a  Term  which  Violates  Important  Principles 889 

Niles,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc,  xr,  71, 165, 156, 169, 170;  178, 174, 206-7, 286,887-887, 420-469, 470 
Niles,  M.  D.,  C.  W.,  on  Relations  of  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever. 188 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 421-2, 480 

Nipher,  Prof.  Francis  E.,  Books,  etc.,  Received  ftrom.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxiii 

Nirvana,  Lako  Co.,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xv,  xxi,  1,  Ix,  887-898, 488 

Notice  for  Abatement  of  Nuisance,  When  Necessary 295-6, 296, 299 

Notice  of  a  Glandered  Horse,  A  Prosecution  for  Not  Giving 807-6 

Notice  of  Infected  Places  Should  Be  Secured  by  Local  Boards  of  Health 274 

Notice  of  Regulations  of  Local  Boards  of  Health  Must  Be  Given. 296 

Notices  of  Diseases,  See  Diseases  Dangerous  to  the  Public  Health. 

Explanatory  Letter  by  Dr.  Baker  on. Ixi 

Normal  School,  Ypsilantl,  Meteorologrical  Iteports  from.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  887-398 

North.Eastern  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc.xv,  153, 402, 412, 420-468 

Northorn.Central  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 163,  402, 415, 420-468 

Northern  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to  Meteorological  Conditions  in,  in  1878 xv,  153, 837-386 

North  Lansing,  relative  to  Sickness  in.  in  1878 183-4, 154, 156, 177, 189-80, 42(M68 

North  Star  Township,  Gratiot  Co.,  relative  to  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 112-113 

Northvillc,  relative  to  Sickness  in;in  1878 '. 155,  157,  175, 226-7, 421-458,  450-469 

North- Western  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc,  xv,  153, 402, 411, 420-468 

Norvell  Township,  Jackson  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 107-8, 200-11 

Nottawa  Township,  St.  Joseph  Ca,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878  and  1879. 115-117, 184-6 

Novi,  Oakland  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 226-7 

Nuisances,  Abatement  of,  by  Local  Boards  of  Health 66, 67, 68,  68, 275-6, 291-300,  830-1, 832-4 

Abatement  of,  15-24,  34,  35-6,  63-80,  85,  91,  92-4,  111,  177,  178,  235-7,  276-6,  294,  296-7,  298-^00,  830-1,  332-1, 
388. 

By  The  Common  Law,  Any  One  Injured  by.  May  Abate  Certain 295, 296, 299, 800 

Classified  as  Nuisances  per  te  and  Nuisances  by  Neglect  or  Misuse 290 
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Kuisancos,  ^Continued):—  Paoe. 

Imminent  Danger  Justifies  Sumnuiry  Abatement  of 299 

Power  of  Circuit  Court  in  Abatement  of eo,  73,299,800 

Sometimes  Can  Bo  Abated  Only  by  The  Circuit  Court 299-900 

Wliat  Notice  Requisite  to  Abatement  of 295,  296, 

0. 

Oakland,  Oalc land  Co..  Mich.,  relative  to  Sickness  In,  in  1878 

Oakley,  M.  D.,  F.  M.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months. 421,  42S-iS7 

Observers  of  Diseases,  Names  of  Those  Making  Weekly  Reports,  No.  of  Reports  from,  eto..402, 420-1 

Occupations,  Recreations,  etc..  Committee  of  This  Board  on vili 

OflSil,  Blood,  etc.,  Disposal  of,  at  BrightOD  (Mass.)  Abattoir 78,  79 

Ohio  Oil  Laws,  relative  to 5,6 

Oils,  Illuminating,  See  Illuminating  Oils. 

Oil  Legislation  in  187S  InHuenced  by  Great  Number  of  Accidents ...». 5 

Oil-tester,  Invention  and  Introduction  of  the  Michigan 7, 14a 

0*Keefo,  J.  T.,  Sergt.,  Meteorological  Registers  Received  from xr 

Oldfleld,  M.  D.,  A.  M.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 42S-4S2 

Olive  Township,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 184-4,  487-8 

Olivet,  Eaton  Ca,  relative  to  Diphtheria  in,  1878 Ivlil 

Oneida,  Eaton  Co.,  relative  to  Dipththerla  m,  in  1878 Ivlli 

Opium.Bating,  relative  to  Dr.  Marshall's  Paper  on xlv 

Order  of  Business  at  Meetings  of  the  Board. xlvll 

Origin  of  SaniUry  Protection  Associations 8S-4 

Osceola,  Livingston  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  In  1878 187-S 

Oshtemo,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  relative  to  sickness  in,  in  1878 204-5 

OtisvUle,  Genesee  Co.,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc zv,  xlv,  154, 156, 172, 173, 190-192, 

837-393,  420-468. 

Otsego,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 liv,  119-121, 155, 156, 174, 178, 207-8, 421-469,  470 

Outbreaks  of  Disease,  Prompt  Notice  of.  Should  be  secured 265-6, 274 

Overflowed  Lands  In  Gratiot  County,  Dr.  Lyster  asked  to  Visit 1 

Overflowed  Lands  in  Michigan,  Location  of 285-fl 

Overflowed  Lands,  See  Drainage. 

Overlsel  Township,  Allegan  Co.,  relative  to  sickness  in,  in  1878 181 

Ovid,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  Communications  from,  etc Ivi,  Izl-lxil,  490-468 

Oxone  and  Wind,  Influence  of,  on  Certain  Diseases 882, 871-2;  889, 477, 478, 479-486^  482-006 

Osoneand  Wind,  Relation  of,  to  Removal  of  Filth 889 

Osone,  Atmospheric,  Coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases w 283;  871-2, 889, 477-M4, 006 

By  Months  in  1878,  at  11  Stations 870^  871, 872;  878 

Diagrams,  Day  and  Night,  at  Each  of  10  Stations,  and  Av.,  1878 v 870;  873 

In  1878,  Compared  with  Previous  Tears 886-8 

Relative  to  Dr.  A.  W.  Nicholson's  Observations  on. xlv 

Unusual  Amount  of,  in  Niles,  in  January,  ^878 470 

p. 

Pacific  Express  Train,  Wrecking  of  the,  at  Jackson,  in  Oct.  1879 97-102 

Packard,  M.  D.,  N.  L,  Replies  to  Circular  2»,  Diseases  in  1878 215-16 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months ...421,  428-469 

Palls  for  Dry-earth  Closet,  Construction,  Cost,  Cuts,  etc 28-4, 93 

PaiUSystom,  A  Successful  Trial  of.  Expense  of,  etc 28-4,92-4 

Pan  for  Dry  earth  Closet,  Fig.  1 03 

Palmer,  M.  D.,  E.  N.,  on  Action  of  Health  Oflicor  and  Board  of  Health  in  Outbreak  of  Diph. 

theiia Ill 

On  Cases  of  Diphtheria  Presenting  Different  Symptoms 106-7 

On  Contagiousness  of  Diphtheria,  Sanitary  Surroundings,  Period  of  Incubation,  etc 107-110 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 170, 209-211 

Reports  of  Diphtheria ~ 105-111 

Summary  of  Meteorologrical  Conditions  at  Brooklyn,  Jackson  Co.,  in  1878* 210 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421,423-469 

Palmer,  M.  D.,  Geo.  C,  Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  837, 341-893 

Palmyra,  Lenawee  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 lix-lx 

Paper,  Envelopes,  etc.,  Secretary's  Report  relative  to.  Fiscal  Tear,  1879 .^ — xli-xlli,  xliil 

Parafline,  Adulteration  of  Kerosene  by,  in  1875-7 7-8 

Parafllne  in  Kerosene,  Cold  a  Test  for 8 
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Parsfllnc,  Penalty  for  Adulterating  IllaminatingOili  with 14o 

Parke  I^ke,  Clinton  Co.,  relatire  to  Drainage  by  Lowering 23& 

Park,  M.  D.,  J.  P.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvlii 

Parker,  Hon.  LeRoy,  Committee  of  Thii  Board,  P.  O.  Address,  etc rii,  Tiii 

Communications,  etc..  Referred  to .' - xlv,  xlix,  li,  Iv,  101-2 

Endorsement  by,  on  Secretary's  Report  of  Property  for  1879 xllli 

On  Authority  of  A  Local  Board  of  Health  to  Destroy  a  Glandered  Animal 300,  330-1 

Library  Books,  etc,  in  Possession  of,  Sept.  30, 1879. xl 

•  Meetings  of  This  Board  Atttended  by,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xliii,  xlvi,  xlrlil.  III 

Motions,  Resolutions,  etc.,  oflTered  bv xlvii 

Relative  to  Papers,  Reports,  etc..  by xhil-xliv,  xlvi,  xlviii-xlix,  li,  lii,  liv,  It 

Report  on  Compensation  and  Dutiesof  Health  Officer  of  Grand  Rapids 189-146 

Report  on  Powers  and  Duties  of  Local  Boards  of  Health. 289-300 

Report  on  Regulation  of  Medical  Practice 45-60 

Stationery  Issued  to.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xli,  xlU 

Paw  Paw,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases,  Compiled  by  Months 421-457 

Payne,  M.  D.,  Arthur  J.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879. xxviii 

Pelzer,  M.  D.,  George  S.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxzvlil 

Periodicals,  Books,  etc..  Purchased,  Fiscal  Year  1879 ". xxii 

Periodicals  Received  in  Exchange  for  Publications  of  this  Board,  Fiscal  Year  1879...xxxvii-xxxviii 

Period  of  Incubation  in  Diphtheria 107-110,  117-18 

Peters,  M.  D.,  Harrison,  Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  337,  341-393 

Petoskey,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc. xv,  1,337-387 

Petroleum,  See  Illuminating  Oils. 

Pharyngitis,  Reports  of.  Compiled  by  Months,  424,  425,  428,  432,  433,  435,  436,  437,  441,  445,  449,  453,  456, 

461,  464,  465,  468,  469. 
Physicians  and  Householders*  Notices  of  Dangerous  Diseases,  Circular  84  (Sec  Diseases  Dan- 
gerous)       281-8 

Physicians  Are,  as  a  Rule,  Our  Leading  Sanitarians 272 

Physical  Sciences,  Requirements  in  Examination  Concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health 511,  512 

Pine  Plains,  Allegan  Co.,  Report  of  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 Ivli 

PineRlver,  Gratiot  Co.,  Elm  Hall  Situated  on 288 

Pinkham,  M.  D.,  J.  G.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxiii 

Plainfleld,  Kent  Co.,  Relative  to  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 Ivil 

Pitting  Apparatus  of  the  Eagle  Odorless  Apparatus  Co.,  Cuts  of... 22,23 

Plumb  Creek,  Clinton  Co.,  the  Outlet  of  Parke  Lake 238 

Plums,  Decaying,  a  Supposed  Connection  of  Cases  of  Diphtheria  with 122 

Plunkett,  Dr.,  on  Restriction  of  Yellow  Fever  in  the  Miss.  Valley 30-31 

Plymouth,  Wayne  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  In,  in  1878 226-7,  421-429 

Pneumonia,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions 232,  371-2,  477,  478-9,  482-3,  497 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 475 

Influence  of  Wind  and  Ozone  on 232,  371-2,  477,  482-4,  497 

Relation  of,  to  Certain  Meteorological  Conditions 232 

•Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Monthd...l62-3,  400-1,  405-469,  471-3,  474-5,  482-3,  497 

Poisoning  by  Red  Flannel,  relative  to Iv 

Poisoning  by  Zinc  Water-cooler liv 

Poisons,  Explosives,  Chemicals,  Accidents,  etc..  Communication  by  Committee  on 97-102 

Poisons,  Explosives,  etc..  Committee  of  this  Board  on viii 

Pond,  S.  D.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxv 

Pontiac,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc vii,  Ixvii,  51-62, 155, 157,  176,  227-8,  421-449 

Portage  Creek,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  Drainage  by 285-6 

Portage  Township,  Houghton  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 179-181 

Porter,  M.  D.,  Joseph,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year,  1879 xxxii 

Porter,  Van  Buren  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 2(M-5 

Port  Huron,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xv,  420-468 

Port  Sanilac,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 160,  154,  156, 173, 174, 196,  420,  433-6,  442-468 

Postage,  Secretary's  Report,  relative  to.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xlii,  xliii 

Postal-cartl  Blank  for  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases 398 

Post,  M.  D.,  J.  A.,  on  a  case  of  Glanders  in  Man 306-7 

Power  of  Local  Boards  of  Health  to  Abate  Nuisances 66,  67, 68,  69, 73,  275-6,  289-300,  330-1 

Powers  and  Duties  of  Local  Boards  of  Health,  Report  on,  by  Hon.  LeRoy  Parker^ 289-300,  330-1 

Practitioners,  Medical,  May  Properly  be  Required  by  Law  to  Possess  Qualifications 47-8 

Presidents  of  Villages,  etc.,  Circular  (3.3)  to.  Transmitting  Blank  for  Return  of  Name  of 

Health  Officer... xli-xiv 

Circular  (34)  to,  relative  to  Notices  of  Diseases 261-8 
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Prevention,  Causation,  Communication,  etc.,  of  Diphtheria iTii-lviii,  107-127, 19i,  lM-7,  166-7, 177, 

17tf,  186,  190,  198, 208,  212,  217,  487-^  491. 
Prevention  of  Sickneis,  Abstracts  from  Suggestions  by  Correspondents,  concerning 177-9 

Requirements  In  Examinations  concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health 511,612 

Prevention  of  Scarlet  Fever,  etc,  See  Scarlet  Fever,  Small  Pox,  Diphtheria,  etc. 

Pnvies  and  Water-closets  at  Railway  Stations,  Report  on,  by  Dr.  H.  O.  Hitchcock 16-24 

And  Elsewhere,  Suggestions  for  Construction  and  Care  of 17-24,  61-6, 92-4 

Privies,  Pail-system  for,  Recommended 23-4,84-6,92-4 

Property  of  This  Board,  Secretary's  Report  Relative  to,  Fiscal  Year  1879. xix-xliii 

Property,  PrcsenUtion  of  Report  of,  for  Year  1878 xliv 

Prosecuting  Attorney  Must  Prosecute  for  Forfeitures  Incurred  Under  Sees.  1734-6.... 264, 265,268,298 

Prosecution  for  Not  Giving  Notice  of  a  Glandered  Horse 307-8 

Protective  Sanitary  Associations  {See  Sanitary  Ateoeiationt.) 
Public  Health  Associations  {See  Sanitary  AnociationM.) 

Public  Health  Association,  Mass.,  Origin  and  Object  of 94 

Public  Buildings,  This  Board  to  Advise  concerning  Drainage,  Ventilation,  etc CG,  292 

Dwellings,  etc..  Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Control  Sanitary  Condition  of 296 

Public  Health  Laws,  Execution  of,  Dependent  on  Local  Authorities 66-9, 293 

Public  Health  Legislation  in  Michigan  in  1879,  relative  to xiii,  xviii,  xlix,  11,  67, 145,  145-6, 179 

963-4,  268,  271-3,  293. 
Public  Health,  Provisions  of  Chap.  46,  C.  L.  of  1871,  Applicable  to  Cities  and  Villages. .67,  264,  271,  273 

Pure  Air,  Importance  of 85,36,53-4, 193,275,389,499,603 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Erysipelas,  See  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever. 

Pueri)eral  Fever,  Apparent  Communication  of,  by  Erysipelas  Infection 131-132,  183 

Diagram,  PerCentof  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 506 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 162-8, 400^1,  400-469,  472, 474,  508 

Pumps,  Drainage  of  Land  by 237-8,  239-243,  258-260 

Punch,  London  (Eng.),  on  The  Indies' Sanitary  Association  of  London 94-5 

Q. 

Quackery  in  Medical  Practice,  Restriction  of,  Suggestions  by.Dr.  Milton  Chate 88 

Quackery  in  Medical  Practice,  Sanitary  Associations  Tend  to  Restrict 87-88 

Qualifications  of  a  Health  Officer xlv,  272, 273 

Quarantine,  Disinfection  vt.  Detention  in 87,  40 

Inland  and  Maritime,  Principles  and  Regulations 31-34,37-42,  42-44 

Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Provide  for 296 

Quicklime,  Gypsum,  and  Land.pla6tcr,  Use  of,  as  Deodorants 35-6 

R. 

Rag-weed  and  Influenza,  Possible  Connection  of 494 

Rainfall  at  Nirvana  In  1878 365-6 

Rainfall,  by  Months,  in  1878,  at  13  Stations 364,365 

Rainfall,  Diagram,  by  Months,  at  Each  of  7  Stations,  1878 364 

Rainfall  In  1878  Compared  with  Previous  Years 362 

Raisin,  Lenawee  Co.,  Relative  to  Scarlet  Fever  in,  in  1878 Ux,  433 

Railroad  Disasters.  No  One  Punished  for 101 

R&ilroad  Travel  and  Traffic,  Sanitary  Inspection  of 43-4 

Railway  Stations,  Report  on  Privies  and  Water-closets  at,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock 15-24 

Suggestions  for  Construction  and  Care  of  Privies  at 19-24 

Randall,  Hon.  C.  D.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxi 

Suggestion  by,  that  this  Board  Examine  Plans  of  all  State  Buildings 1 

Range  of  Atmospheric  Pressure,  Coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases 478,  479,  480-504 

Range  of  Temperature,  Coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases 478,  480-504 

By  Months  in  1878  and  Previous  Years,  and  Comparisons 338-9,348-350 

Ranney,  Dr.  Geo.  E.,  of  Lansing,  Sells  Reliable  Bovine  Vaccine  Virus 179,  270 

Ray,  Macomb  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 229-230 

Ranch,  Dr.  J.  E.,  of  Chicago,  on  the  Illinois  Medical  Practice  Act 47 

Reclaiming  of  Drowned  Lands,  Report  by  H.  F.  Lysler,  M.  D 233-260 

Record  of  Cases  of  Diseases  Dangerous  to  the  i*ublic  Health,  Blank  Form  for 278 

Blank  Form  for.  Where  Obtained  and  Cost Ix,  275,  278 

Importance  of  Making i*»  '-^'^ 

Red  Flannel,  relative  to  Poisoning  by 1^ 

Reeve,  M.  D.,  J.  T.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxvil 
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Reeves,  M.  D.,  James  S.,  BookSi  etc.,  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxzv 

Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months zv,  837,  S41-S87 

On  Cases  Simulating  Yellow  Fever,  in  1878 169, 170,207 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 109, 170,208-7 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420, 428-409, 420 

Regulation  of  the  Practice  of  Medicine,  Report  by  Hon.  LeRoy  Parker.... 45-60 

Relative  to  Memorial  Concerning,  by  This  Board : xlvi 

Regulations  for  Slaughter-houses,  Recommended  to  Local  Boards  of  Health 74-5 

Regester,  M.  D.,  W.  G.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xzxri 

Regulations  of  Local  Boards  of  Health,  Notice  of.  How  Given ttS 

Relative  Humidity  of  Air  (See  Humidity) 354, 85^7,  480-6, 491.506 

Remittent  Fever,  Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 607 

Months  of  Greatest  Prevalence  of ^ 606,607 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Months 102-8, 400-1, 404-467, 471-8^  47^  607 

Rendering-establishments,  Slaughter-houses,  etc..  Report  on,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock ^.....     68-80 

Report,  by  Secretary,  Relative  to  Property  of  State  Board  of  Health,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xix-xllii 

Report  of  Property,  Endorsement  on,  by  Finance  Committee xliii 

Reports  of  Diseases  (Weekly)  Names  and  Number  of  Observers,  by  Months 40S,  4S0-1 

Reports  of  This  Board,  Relative  to  Distribution  of xvii,  xlv.  xlix 

Resolution  relative  to  Papers  in ^ iv.  vU 

Reprints  from  Papers  in  Reports  of  the  State  Board  of  Health,  Desirability  of  Securing zril 

Resolutions  by  Sanitary  Council  of  the  Miss.  Valley,  Relative  to  Nat.  Board  of  Health,  etc         84 

Relative  to  General  Sanitation  and  Quarantine 84 

Resolution  by  This  Board,  for  Inquiry  relative  to  a  Medical  Practice  Act xlv.  47 

On  Prevention  and  Restriction  of  Smail-pox 179, 273 

Recommending  Sanitary  Associations.... liUt  !▼<•  88 

Relative  to  Death  of  Dr.  J.  H.  Beech ..^..     xlvii 

Relative  to  Death  of  Rev.  O.  H.  Brigham xlviii-xlix 

Relative  to  Examinations  in  Sanitary  Science xlv 

Relative  to  Memorial  for  Sanitary  Survey xliv-xlv 

Relative  to  Preparation  of  General  Circulars liil 

Relative  to  Referring  Communications  to  Committees xlvii 

Relative  to  Tests  for  Illuminating  Oils xlvi 

Thanking,  Hon.  J.  H.  McGowan  for  Introducing  the  Bill  for  a  National  Board  of  Health.,     xlix 
Restriction,  Causation,  Communications,  etc.,  of  Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  or  Small-pox,  See 
Diphtheria,  Scarlet  Fever,  etc. 

Restriction  of  Communicable  Diseases,  Important  Means  for 274 

Restriction  of  Diseases,  Summary  of  Replies  concerning  Methods  of.. 176-9 

Restriction  of  Quackery  in  Medicine,  relative  to  Means  and  Methods .'. xlvi,  45^60, 87-8 

Reynolds,  M.  D.,  J.  H..  on  Sickness  in  Palmyra,  Lenawee  Co lix-lx 

Rezner,  M.  D.,  W.  B.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvlii 

Rheumatism,  and  Coincident  Meteorological  Conditions,  and  Relations  to  Other  Diseases,  871-8, 477, 
494-5,  497. 

Consumption,  etc.,  by  Months  in  1878,  Diagram  8 606 

Iniluence  of  Wind  and  Ozone  on 871-2,  477, 494-^  497 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Months,  162-8,400-1, 405-469, 471-8, 474, 494^  497, 608 

Rhoad's  Porcelain  Seated  Hopper  for  Water-closet,  Out  of 19 

Rhode  Island  Board  of  Cattle  Commissioners,  and  S.  B.  of  H.,  Regulations  by,  to  Restrict 

Glanders -     881-2 

Richardson,  M.  D.,  T.  G.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxx 

Riley,  M.  D.,  G.  H.,  Replies  to  Circular  7,  Water-supply  of  Localities  in  Mich 285 

Weekly  Rep>rcs  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420,  468-5 

Riley  Township,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878... Ill,  117-119,  184-6,487-8 

Rules  of  Board  of  Health  of,  for  Restriction  of  Contagious  Diseases 117-8 

River  Raisin,  Sickness  Caused  by  Damming,  in  Palmyra,  Lenawee  Co Ix 

River  Steamboats,  Regulations  for  Sanitary  Inspection  of 4^ 

Roborson,  M.  D.,  G.  G.,  on  Unusual  Prevalence  of  Dyspepsia,  in  1878 443 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421,427-469,443 

Robertson,  M.  D.,C.  G.,  St.  Clair,  Weekly  Reportsof  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months,  421, 423-4, 431-3 

Robinson,  M.  B.,  J.,  Acknowledgment  of  Meteorological  Reports  from xiv 

Roche<iale  Pall  system,  Recommendations  of 84-5,93 

Rockford,  Kent  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 154, 156, 168,  173, 174, 177, 184 

Romig,  M.  D.,  S.  V.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months. 420,426-468 

Ross,  M.  D.,  B.  B.,  Suggestion  that  Health  Officer  Verify  Diagnosis  of  Communicable  Diseases 

Reported  to  Him ^ .^..      xlix 
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BOQM,  H.  D.,  W.  ILfRopllesonRelatioDSof  ErysipeUsand  Puerperal  Fever ISS-S 

Qaestions  GenulneneM  of  Diphtheria  Reported  by  Him 4S9, 441, 461, 48S,  470 

Replies  to  CircalarW.  Diseases  in  1878 178-9,  i90-6 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421,411-469 

Row*  8b  U.,  Books,  etc.,  Receiyed  from.  Fiscal  Tear  187V. zxzv 

Rules  and  Regulations  for  Local  Boards  of  Health,  Dr.  Kedzie  a  Special  Committee  to  Reyise,       Iri 

Roppt  Wm.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxvi 

Russell,  M.  D.,  James  B.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxiil 

Russell,  M.  A.,  M.  B.,  B.  8c,  J.  A.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxll 

Rural  Districts,  Necessity  for  Sanitary  Work  in S97 

s. 

Sabln,  M.  D.,  Harden,  of  Centre vilie,  on  Diphtheria  in  Nottawa  Township 115-7 

Sagtuaw  Bay,  relative  to S8S,  i43,  S88, 886^ 

Saginaw  City  Board  of  Health,  Books,  etc  Received  from,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxz 

Saginaw  City,  relative  to,  communications  from,  etc Iviil,  71,  132, 154,  156,  ITS,  174,  178, 197-8, 292-985 

420-468,  470,  491. 

Saginaw  River,  Relative  to  Drainage  of  Land  near 241-8 

Saginaw  Valley,  relative  to  Drainage  in 289-248 

St.  Olair,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc 71,420-4,  427, 481-S 

St.  Johns,  Clinton  Ca,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 154, 178, 174,  177, 192-4 

St.  Joseph,  Berrien  Cc,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  m  1878 155, 196,  174, 178, 206-9,  421-469, 470 

Salem,  Allegan  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 181 

Salem,  Washtenaw  Cc,  relative  to  Sickness  in.  In  1878 226-7 

Salmon,  Dr.  D.  E.,  on  Consumption  in  the  Ox 812-S 

Sail- well  of  Smith  A  Lockwood,  Saginaw  City,  Record  of  Stratification  of *28S 

Sanborn,  M.  D.,  J.  E.,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxv 

Sanitary  Association  (Auxiliary)  of  New  Orleans,  Mention  of  Work  of 82,  42,  88,99 

Sanitary  Association,  Ladles',  of  London,  Eng.,  Work  of 94-5 

Sanitary  Assocutions,  Designed  to  Co-operate  with  Local  Health  Authorities 81,  86,  89 

Duties  of  Officers  in 90 

For  Small  Towns  and  Villages,  Plan  for 88-92 

Objects  of,  Reasons  for  Organising,  and  Benefits  Actually  Secured  by 84,85-8,89,94 

Obstacles  to  Formation  of 88 

Of  Lynn,  Mass.,  and  Newport,  R.  L,  Outline  and  Work  of,  etc 86,84-85,88 

Of  London  and  Tottenham,  Eng.,  and  Edinburgh,  Scotland,  Work  of 86, 84,  88, 94-5 

Resolutions,  etc..  Recommending lUi,  Ivi,  86,  88,  88 

Report  on,  by  Dr.  Kellogg 81-95 

Suggestions  as  to  Formation  of 88-92 

Work  of  Committees  in 84-5,91-2 

Sanitary  Code  for  Cities,  Villages,  and  Townships,  Necessary  Provisions  for 296 

Sanitary  Conventions  in  Mich.,  relative  to xllv,  xlvii,  xlix,  lil,  Iv 

Sanitary  Council  of  the  Mississippi  Valley.  Constitution  of 80 

Dr.  Kedzie  on  Proceedings  of,  at  Memphis  and  Atlanta,  April  and  May,  1879 25-44 

Sanitary  Engineering,  Requirements  In  Examination  concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health.  511, 512 

Sanitary  Information,  Collection  of,  by  Local  Boards  of  Health 275, 277 

Dissemination  of,  by  Local  Organizations 89, 90, 91,  95*  276-7 

Dissemination  of,  by  State  Board  of  Health : xvii-xlx,  6, 66 

Sanitary  Associations  designed  to  Disseminate 84, 86, 89 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  River  Steamboats,  Regulation 42-48 

Sanitary  Inspection,  Requirements  in  Examination  concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health 511,  512 

Sanitory  Legislation  in  Mich,  in  1879,  relative  to...xili,  xvlil,  xlix,  li,  67,  145-6, 179,  263-4, 268,  271-8,  298 

Sanitary  Management  of  Slaughter-houses  Consistent  with  Interests  of  Owner 74,  75-80 

Sanitary  Protection  Associations,  Origin  of  (See  Sanitary  Associations)  88-4 

Sanitary  Results  of  Drainage  of  The  "Landes,**  of  Gascony,  France,  (See  Drainage) 206-8 

Sanitary  Results  of  Drainage  in  Michigan,  (See  Drainage) 178,209,285,238,289 

Sanitary  Science,  Announcement  of  Exaroinations  in,  by  the  State  Board  of  Health 609-12 

Resolution  relative  to  Examinations  in xlv 

Relative  to  Examinations  in xlv,  hi,  ivl,  60,  5U9-512 

ThA  Proposed  Examinations  in.  Could  be  Made  Compulsory  by  a  Law  Regulating  Med. 

Practice 50 

Sanitary  Supervision  of  Railroad  Travel  and  Traffic,  Regulations 4S-4 

Sanitary  Surroundings,  etc,  of  Houses  Where  Diphtheria  Occurred,  (See  Diphtheria) Ivil,  Iviil, 

107-111, 178,  189, 190,  204,  284-5^  470,  491. 
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Sanitary  tSurvey,  Committee  of  This  Board  on Tiii 

Of  Their  Territory  Should  be  Made  by  Local  Boards  of  Health 296 

Of  MictL,  Resolution  relative  to,  Memorial  for,  Recommendations  concerning,  etc zUt-xIt, 

xlvl-xlvii.  11,  liv. 

Sawyer,  M.  D.,  A.  J.,  on  Communication  of  Diphtheria,  Report  of  Cases,  etc 48B 

Scales,  M.  D.,  T.  S.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxriil 

Scarlatina,  See  Scarlet  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  by  Months  in  1877  and  1878 164, 169, 166 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  Convalescents  from,  May  Communicate  the  Disease 177, 186 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria  May  Be  Restricted 166 

Scarlet  Fever  and  Diphtheria,  Very  Prevalent  in  Mich,  in  1877  and  1878 164-6 

Scarlet  Fever,  Annual  and  Special  Reports  of Iviii,  liz-lz 

Causation,  Communication,  and  Restriction,  etc Iviii,  166-7, 177, 178, 186,  212,  219,  441, 4S0 

Communication  of,  by  Mild  Cases,  and  by  Convalescents ...............177, 178, 186, 212 

Communication  of,  by  Boxed  up  Clothing Iviii 

ConUgiousness  of IviU,  166-7, 177, 178, 186, 212, 219, 4S0 

Deaths  from,  in  Mich.,  in  Each  of  Tears  1869-77. 166 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 490 

Localities  Where  It  Caused  a  Greater  or  Less  than  Usual  Mortality  in  1878 1S6, 157, 180-228 

Localities  Where  More  or  Less  than  Usually  Prevalent  in  1878 IM,  IBS,  179-228 

Necessity  for  General  Understanding  that  It  is  Contagious 167 

Outbreak  of,  Derived  from  A  Very  Mild  Case 178,212 

Prevalence  of.  in  1878  and  Previous  Years  Compared 192-8^  162-S,  166,  40O-I 

Restriction  of,  in  Alpena ..... .        441 

Rules  of  Riley  Township  Board  of  Health  for  Restriction  of 117-18 

Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  as  to  Number  of  Cases  of,  in  1878 161, 164-6 

-  Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  by  Months  in  1878 162-3, 166, 400  1,406-469, 471-8, 474, 490 

Schools,  Importance  of  Better  Sanitary  Arrangements  in 177, 181, 196-4, 275 

Schools,  Methods  for  Ventilation  of 67, 61 

Schoolrooms,  Instances  of  Bad  Ventilation  of 177, 181, 196-4 

Sciences,  Physical,  Requirements  in  Examination  concerning,  by  State  Board  of  Health 511, 512 

Seaton,  M.  D.,  Edward  C,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear,  1879 xxviU 

Secretary  (Acting)  Ohio  Board  of  Agriculture,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879..      zxz 

Secretary  of  State,  of  Indiana,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxili 

Of  Massachusetts,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxri 

Of  Michigan,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxili,  xxiv 

Of  Rhode  Island,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxvi 

Secretary  of  This  Board,  on  Notices  of  Communicable  Diseases,  (See  Baker,  M.  D.,  H.  B.) Ixi 

Section  1740,  C.  L.  of  1871,  Decision  of  Court  as  to  Application  of S9S 

Sections  of  Law,  See  Laws. 

S«guln,  M.  D.,  E.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 ^ xxxiv 

Sekell,  A.  C,  Books,  etc.,  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxvii 

Sewerage  and  Drainage,  Committee  of  this  Board  on vii 

Relative  to  Preparation  of  Circular  of  Inquiry  concerning xlviii,  I 

Report  by  Committee  on 28S-260 

Sewerage,  Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Secure  an  Efficient  System  of 296 

Seymour,  Frederick  H.,  Rooks,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxr 

Freedom  from  Kerosene  Accidents  in  Bfichigan 9 

Seymour,  M.  D.,  H.  P,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420,  422-4 

Sheep,  Asses,  Mules,  Goats,  Dogs,  Cats,  etc.  Subject  to  Glanders 812 

Sheep,  Beeves,  Cattle,  and  Hogs  Slaughtered  Annually  in  19  Cities  in  Michigan... 71, 72 

Shelby,  Macomb  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 229-2iI0 

Shepard  vt.  The  People,  40  Mich.,  Application  of  Sec.  1740,  C.  L.,  Reference  to 29S 

Sheridan,  Montcalm  Co.,  relative  to  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 119, 120, 121 

Sherman  House,  Flint,  relative  to  Burning  of,  by  Means  of  Kerosene  Lamp Ixii 

Sickness  and  Death  from  Ordinary  Diseases,  Means  of  Preventing 275 

Sickness,  Cases  of.  Connected  with  Use  of  Bad  Water... .Ivii,  Iviii,  177, 178, 190, 804,  284-5, 286, 287, 288; 
470, 491. 

Decrease  of,  from  Drainage  in  The  "Landes"  of  Gascony,  France 256-7 

In  Mich,  in  1878,  Comnarison  with  Average  of  previous  Tears 151,  162, 154-5,  158, 400-1 

Sickness,  See  Diseases,  Diphtheria,  Srarlet  Fever,  etc. 

Sipp,  Geo.  H.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fscai  Tear  1879 xxxili 

Skin  Farcy  (See  Glanders} 812,816 

Slaughter-houses,  Advantages  of  One  over  Many 72,74 
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Slaaghter  honsc  Nuisance,  Letter  from  Frank  Andruson d5 

SUnghter.house,  Construction  of,  and  Disinfection  with  Water 74»  76,  77,  78, 7f 

Drainage  and  Water-supply  of,  in  19  Cities  in  Mich 71, 72-S 

Etc.,  Local  Boards  of  Health  Should  Control  Location  and  management  of 896 

Not  to  Be  within  ;»  Rods  of  a  Highway,  Law 7» 

May  be  Kept  InolTonsiTe 71-79,899 

Proper  Location  of 78,  74 

Regulations  concerning.  Recommended  to  Local  Boards  of  Health 74-6 

Relative  to  Rei>ort  on zItIU 

Rendering.establishments,  etc.  Circular  of  Inquiry  concerning,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock 70-1 

Rendering-establishments,  etc.,  Report  on,  by  Dr.  Hitchcock 6S-80 

Slaughtering,  etc.,  Tabular  Exhibit  relative  to,  in  19  Cities  in  Mich 71 

Small-pox,  Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 490 

Law  of  1879  Authorising  Free  Vaccination 179,978 

May  Be  Entirely  ProTentedby  Vaccination ....178-9,995,978-4 

Resolution  of  This  Board  on  Restriction  and  Prevention  of 179, 978 

Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  as  to  No.  of  Cases  of,  in  1878 161 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  months 400-1,406-469, 479,  474,490 

Smart,  M.  D.,  A.  R.,  of  Hudson,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 912-8 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 491, 498-488 

Smith  &  Lockwood,  Saginaw  City,  Stratification  of  Salt- well  of 988, 984 

Smith,  M.  D.,  R.  B.,  Replies  concerning  Relations  of  Erysipelas  and  Puerperal  Fever 181-9 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 177, 194 

Smith,  M.  D.,  L  N.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 490^  496-468 

Smith,  M.  D.,  8.  W.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 490,  449-468 

Smithsonian  Institution,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 zxx 

Smut  in  Com  in  1878,  Report  of Ix,  171, 187, 198, 199, 906 

Smutty  Corn,  Deaths  of  Cattle  from  Eating 170,  198, 199 

Snow,  M.  D.,  Edwin  M.,  Acknowledgment  of  Books  and  of  Mortality  Reports  ftt>m...xxvUi,  xxxviil 

Snow,  M.  D..  E.  8..  Weekly  Report  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 491,  498-488 

Soans,  M.  D.,  Peter,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 491,  451-8 

Soil  Moisture,  by  Months  in  1878,  and  Comparisons  with  Previous  Tears,  Replies  by  Corres* 

pendents 178 

Sore  Throats,  Relation  of,  to  Diphtheria 190, 167 

Southard,  M.  D.,  W.  B.,  Replies  to  Circular  99,  Diseases  in  1878 .*. 214 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months,.. .491,  428-469 

South.Eastern  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc xv,  153,  155,  157, 178, 

175,  919-931,  887-383,  402,  41!l,  421-408,  479,  478. 

Southern-Central  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xv,  158,  156,  157, 

173,  175,  219,  837-893,  402,  418,  421-469,  472,  473. 

Southfleld,  Oakland  Co.,  Rei>ort  of  Diphtheria  in,  in  1878 Ivil 

South  Haven,  Dr.  Lyster  wishes  a  Meteorological  Station  at xliv 

South. Western  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc xv,  158-5, 156, 178, 174, 

201-909,  887-383,  402,  417,  420-468,  472,  478. 

Spalsbury,  Dr.  G.  W.,  on  Notices  of  Communicable  Diseases,  and  Reply  to Ix-lxi 

Special  and  Annual  Reports  of  Diseases  in  Mich Ivii,  Iviii,  lix,  Ix,  105-197,  487-8 

Spencer,  Kent  Co.,  relative  to  Drowned  Lands  in 936-7 

Stables,  Construction  of,  for  English  Army  Horses 897 

State  Board  of  Health,  Mich.,  Concerning  Functions  of 6, 48, 66^  282-8 

Has  no  Power  Directly  to  Enforce  Laws 66^282-8 

Oil-tester,  Invention  of  and  Adoption  by  The  Legislature 7, 14a 

Publications  of.  Entered  in  Library,  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxv-xxvi 

Resolution  by,  Recommending  Auxiliary  Sanitary  Associations lili,  Ivi,  88 

Who  conslimte vil,289 

State  Board  of  Health  of  Kentucky,  Books,  etc  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 „..  xxxiv 

State  Inspector  of  Illuminating  Oils,  (See  Illuminating  Oils). 

State  Medicine,  Section  of,  in  Am.  Med.  Assn.,  Mention  of  Papers 44 

State  Treasurer,  Michigan,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxvii 

Stationery,  etc,  Secretary's  Report  relative  to.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xli-xlii,  xliii 

Statistical  Bureau,  Department  of  the  Interior,  Kingdom  of  Saxony,  Dresden,  B<>oks,  etc. 

Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxll 

Steamboat  Travel  and  Traffic,  Sanitary  Inspection  of 49-8 

Steamers  and  Sailing  Vessels,  Sanitary  Inspection  and  (*aro  of,  Regulations,  etc .37-40, 42^4 

Stearns,  M.  D.,  Henry  P.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxiv 

Steiner,  A.  M.,  M.  D.,  L.  H.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Tear  1879 xxxiv 
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Stephenson,  M.  D.,  R.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 909 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Monttis 421,428-469 

Stewart,  M.  D.,  Edwin,  Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months xv,  8S7,  841-398 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 421,423-469 

Stllwell,  M.  D.,  W.  T.,  on  Causation  of  Diphtheria 124-6 

Stoddard,  M.  D.,  John  P.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 421,  423-439 

Qaestious  Genuineness  of  Diphtheria  Reported  by  him : 441 

Stone,  M.  D.,  M.  C,  Books,  etc.  Receired  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxzIt 

Storer,  M.  D.,  LL.  B.,  H.  R.,  Books,  etc.  Receired  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxii 

Stoves,  Suggestions  for  Utilization  of,  in  Ventilation 55-62 

Stratiflcation  of  Salt-well  of  Smith  and  Lockwood,  Saginaw  City 283,  284 

Stratton,  M.  D.,  R.  F.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 178,206-9 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months ^ 421,423-469 

Street  Lamps,  Gasoline  and  other  Light  Products  of  Petroleum  may  be  used  in 14c 

Strong,  L.  H.,  Summary  of  Meteorological  Conditions  at  Grand  Rapids  in  1878 .'...^ 18S 

Sturgls,  St.  Joseph  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in 186, 155, 157, 175, 215-6, 421-468 

Sulphur,  as  a  Disinfectant,  How  Much  to  Burn  to  Destroy  Bacteria 88,89 

Sumner,  Gratiot  Co.,  relative  to  Water-supply  of 28S 

Sunshine,  Dr.,  Daily  Visits  from,  to  be  Encouraged 85 

Supervisors  and  Other  Local  Officers,  Circular  (34)  to,  relative  to  Notices  of  Diseases 261-8 

Supervisor  Must  Prosecute  for  Failures  to  Report  Cases  of  Communicable  Diseases.. 264,  286,268,298 

Is  President  of  the  Township  Board  of  Health,  and  may  be  the  Health  Officer. 66 

Supreme  Court  on  Application  of  Sec.  1740,  C.  L.  1871,  Boards  of  Health  in  Cities 283 

Swartz  Creek,  Genesee  Co;,  relative  to  Drainage  into 288 

Swift,  M.  D.,  J.  M.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 2:26-7 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 421,423-453,  400-469 

Switzer,  Dr.  W.  W.,  of  Tekonsha,  Mich.,  on  Causation  of  Diphtheria 123-4 

T. 

Tables  belative  to  Meteobolooical  Conditions,  Diseases  nt  Mich,  in  1878,  etc.:— 

I.— Av.  Temp.,  by  Months  and  Year,  at  14  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All 344 

IL— Extremes  of  Temp.,  Months  and  Yr.,  and  Range  for  Yr.  at  15  Stations,  and  for  All...        849 

IIL— Humidity  of  A|r  (Absolute),  Months  and  Yr.,  at  12  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All 388 

IV. -Humidity  of  Air  (Relative),  Months  and  Yr.,  at  12  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All 857 

v.— Per  Cent  of  Cloudiness,  Months  and  Year,  at  13  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All 361 

VL— Raiofiill,  by  Months  and  Year,  at  13  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All 865 

VII.  and  VIII.— Ozone,  Day  and  Night,  Months  and  Year,  at  11  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All..  871,  872 

IX.— Velocity  of  Wind,  by  Hours,  Months,  and  Yr.,  at  Lansing 879 

X.— Direction  of  Wind,  Months  and  Year,  at  12Station8 880 

XL— Direction  of  Wind,  for  Year,  at  12  Stations,  and  Av.  for  All 880 

XIL— Direction  of  Wind,  by  Months,  at  12Station8,  and  Av.  for  All 383-4 

XI IL— Atmospheric  Pressure,  Months  and  Yr.,  at  8  Stations,and  Av.  for  All 883 

L— Diseases  by  Months,  Area  of  Prevalence,  from  Weekly  Reports 400-1 

2.— Diseases,  Yr.  and  Months,  State  and  Divisions,  from  Weekly  Reports 404-419 

8.— Diseases,  by  Localities,  and  by  Months,  State  and  Divisions,  from  Weekly  Reports...  422-469 

4.— Diseases,  by  Divisions,  for  Year,  from  Weekly  Reports 472 

A.— Deaths  and  Causes  of  Deaths  in  Detroit  in  1876-7,  and  by  Months  in  1878 220-2 

B.— Deaths  in  Detroit  in  Years  1872-8,  by  Months  for  Years  1876-8. 222 

C— Deaths  in  Detroit,  by  Months  of  1878,  and  Periods  of  Age 223 

Tabular  Exhibit  relative  to  Slaughtering  in  19  Cities  in  Mich 71 

Tabular  Statement  of  Deaths  and  Causes  of  Deaths  in  Saginaw  City  in  1875-6-7-8 197 

Talman,  John  B.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxii 

Taylor,  M.  D.,  B.  F.,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviii 

Taylor,  M.  D.,  J.  Stopford,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxiv 

Taylor,  M.  D.,  J.  Winthrop,  Books,  etc..  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxi 

Tecumseh,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc xv,  xlix,  337-393,  421-438 

Teeth,  Care  and  Preservation  of,  relative  to  Communication  on xliv 

Tekonsha,  Communication  from  Dr.  Switzer  of,  on  Causation  of  Diphtheria 123-4 

Temperature,  Avertigc,  coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases .232,477-504,506 

By  Months  in  1878  and  Previous  Years,  Comparisons .838-9,  S40,  341-4,  347,  848 

By  Months  and  Year  1878,  at  Stations  in  Mich.,  183,  192,  200,  210, 224,  230,  338-8,  841,  342,  344,  347,  848, 
849,  S.V),  480-4,  492-500,  5U4. 

By  Months  in  1877,  at  Agricultural  College 341,342,348,502 

Diagram,  Av.  at  Each  of  7  Stations,  1878 845 
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Temperature,  (^ronlinued):—  Page. 

Of  the  Vapor-Chamber  in  a  Lamp  or  Tester  not  the  Same  at  of  the  Oil  below 10-13 

Range  of,  coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases 478,  480-504 

Range  by  Months  in  1878  and  Previous  Years.and  Comparisons 33^-9,348-350 

Variations  by  Months,  from  Av,  by  Months,  1864-78 342 

What  Constitutes  au  Unusual  Variation  from  the  Average 343 

Tenney,  Harriet  A.,  Books,  etc.  Received  from,  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxx 

Texas,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878. 204-5 

Text-books  on  Hygieue,  for  Public  Schools,  relative  to  Report  on xliv 

Thomas,  J.  W.,  lloport  of  14  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  Kceler  Township,  Van  Buren  Co Ivlll 

Thomas,  M.  D.,  Henry  F.,  Metorological  Registers  Received  from xv 

Thompson,  Dr.  Pinckncy  on  Yellow  Fever  in  Hickman,  Ky.  ,.. 29 

Thornville,  relative  to,  Communication  from,  etc.,  xv,  154, 157,  168,  172,  17:^,  174,  178,^198-201,  231-2,  837- 
387,  420-468. 

** Thoroughfare,  The,"  at  Grosse  Isle,  Description  dnd  Estimated  Cost  of  Drainage 260 

Three  Rivers,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc xv,  xxi,  155, 157,  173, 175,  178,  216-17,  421-469 

Tinware,  Dr.  Kedzio'sTest  for  Lead  in 1-11 

Toble,  M.  D.,  Edward,  Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxviii 

Tonsilitis,  Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Months 162.  163,  400-1,  405-469,  472,  474 

Topographical  Survey  of  Michigan,  See  Sanitary  Survey. 

Topping,  M.  D.,  G.  W.,  on  Communication  of  Diphtheria 185,  487-8 

Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 177,  184-6 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by,  Compiled  by  Months 420,  422-468 

Tottenham,  Eng.,  First  Sanitary  Protection  Association  Formed  at,  and  Result 84,  88 

Townshend,  M.  D.,  Smith,  Acknowledgment  of  Books  and  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvhi 

Township  Boards  of  Health,  Constitution  of xii,  68-7,  271 

Township,  City,  and  Village,  a  Board  of  Health  in  Every,  in  Michigan 294 

Tracy,  Dr.,  on  Origin  of  Sanitary  Protection  Associations 83-4 

Trades.  Offensive,  Local  Board  of  Health  to  Assign  Places  for 67,  68,  73 

Local  Boards  of  Health  May  Revoke  Assignment  of  Place  for 67,  69,  73 

Tree.planting,  Success  of,  in  the  "Landes,*' France 248-250,253-5 

Trees,  Asa  Protection  Against  Malaria  and  Intermittent  Fever 168,  177,  178,  184,201,218 

Trenton,  Wayne  Co.,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc ..155,  157, 175,228-9,287 

Trowbridge,  Allegan  Co.,  relative  to  sickness  in,  in  1878 207-8 

Trowbridge,  Hon.  R.  E.,  on  Drainage  of  The  Chandler  Farm 238 

Troy,  Oakland  Co.,  Report  of  Fatal  Cases  of  Glanders  at 306-7 

Tubercular  Foi-m  of  Glanders 317-18 

Tuberculosis  in  the  Ox,  Dr.  D.  E.  Salmon  on 312-13 

Turner,  M.  D.,  Thos.  J.,  Books,  etc..  Received  from.  Fiscal  Year  1879 xxxiil 

Typhoid  Fever  and  Diphtheria  Attributed  to  Foul  Air  from  Cesspools  and  Privies.. 18 

Typhoid  Fever,  Cases  Associated  with  Use  of  Bad  Water  or  Other  Unsanitary  Conditions, Iviii, 

134-7,  177,  178,  190,  203-4. 

Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  Reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 507 

Months  of  Greatest  Prevalence  of 162-3,  40O-1,  506,  607 

Special  Reports  of,  by  Dr.  G.  C.  Vincent 136-7 

Summary  of  Replies  by  Correspondents  as  to  No.  of  Cases  of,  in  1878 161 

The  Air  a  Vehicle  for  Communication  of 178,  200-201 

(Enteric)  Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from,  Compiled  by  Months 162-8,  400-1,  404-467,  472,  5C7 

Typho-malarlal  Fever,  Diagram,  Per  Cent  of  Weekly  reports  of,  by  Months  in  1878 507 

Months  of  Greatest  Prevalence  of. .400-1,  606,  507 

Weekly  Reports  of  Sickness  from.  Compiled  by  Mouths 162-3,  400-1,  404-467,  471-3,  474,  507 

Report  of  25  deaths  from,  in  East  Saginaw Iviii 

u. 

Union  City,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 15.5, 157,  175,  217 

Upper.Poninsular  Division  of  the  State,  relative  to,  Communications  from,  etc xv,  153-4,  156,  173 

174,  179-181,  402,  410,  420-468. 

U.S.  Ship  Plymouth,  Not  Disinfected  from  Yellow  Fever  by  Being  Frozen 29 

Utica,  Macomb  Co.,  Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  from.  Compiled  by  Months 421-469,  443 

Utica,  N.  Y,  Cases  of  Diphtheria  in.  Reported  by  Mrs.  M.  J.  Williams.. 122-3 

V. 

Van  Antwerp,  M.  D.,  S.  C,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 168,  178,  218 

Replies  to  Circular  7,  Wator*8upply  of  Localities  in  Mich 286-6 

69 


546      STATE  BOARD  OP  HEALTH— REPORT  OP  SECRETARY,  1879. 

Paob. 

VaRciDatioQ,a  Certain  Preventive  of  Small-pox,  and  Local  Boards  should  Provide  for  It 17S-0, 225, 

273-4,296. 

Local  Boards  of  Health  Authorized  to  Furnish  Free,  Law  of  1879 179, 273 

Resolution  of  this  Board  Recommending •...  179,278 

Why  Often  Thought  Inefficient _ 179,225 

Vaccine  Virus.  Reliable  Bovine,  Sold  by  Dr.  Geo.  E.  Ranney 179, 278 

Van  Doman,  M.  !>.,  J.  H.,!Acknowledgment  of  Mortality  Reports  from xxxvlU 

Van  Deuson,  M.  D.,  E.  H.,  Meteorological  Reports  by.  Compiled  by  Months , xv,  837,341-893 

Vanderpoel,  Dr.  S.  O.,  on  Quarantine  and  Sanitation 87-39 

Vander  Veen,  M.  D.,  A.,  Replies  to  Circular  29,  Diseases  in  1878 182 

Weekly  Reports  of  Diseases  by.  Compiled  by  Months 420,  422-468 

Van  Husen,  Theo.  V.,  SergL,  Meteorological  Registers  by.  Compiled  by  Months.. .xv,  837, 341-893 

Van  Zandt,  J.,  on  Flooded  Lands  in  Spencer  Township,  Kent  Co 230-7 

Vapor-chamber  in  a  Lamp,  Temperature  of.  Lower  than  that  of  the  Oil 10-18 

Variations  of  Monthly  Temperature  from  Average  Monthly  Temp.,  Years  1864-78 842 

Vaults  Should  not  be  Used  with  Railroad  Privies 19,20 

Velocity  of  Wind,  Coincidence  with  Certain  Diseases  (See  Wind) 871-2,  889, 477-^04,606 

Ventilating  and  Heating  Buildings  Already  Constructed,  Report  by  Rev.  D.  C.  Jacokes......     51-62 

Ventllating-Jackets  for  Stoves,  etc  (Figs.  1-10) 65-62 

Ventilating-shafts  In  Dwellings,  Substitutes  for 68-62 

Ventilation,  Methods  for,  in  Summer  and  at  other  Times • 64-02 

Most  Buildings  Made  without  Reference  to 66,68,61 

Of  Dwellings,  Sick-rooms,  and  School-rooms,  Importance  of. 85-86,  63-4, 177, 181, 193-4 

Of  School. rooms.  Bad  Results  of  111 177, 181, 193-4 

Of  Stables  a  Preventive  of  Glanders 827 

Two  Rules  in  regard  to 64,  62 

Vernon,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 lix 

Vessels  and  Steamers,  Sanitary  Inspection  and  Management  of 87-40,42-44 

Vestaburg,  Montcalm  Co.,  relative  to  Water-supply  of 288 

Vicksburg,  Kalamazoo  Co.,  relative  to.  Communications  from,  etc 155, 168, 173, 176, 178, 218, 285-6 

Victor  Township,  Clinton  Co.,  relative  to  Sickness  in,  in  1878 184-6 

Village  and  City  Boards  of  Health,  Organization  of xii,  xUi,  67, 264, 272, 293 

Village  or  Villages  (See  City  or  Cities) 61 

Village  Board  of  Health,  Who  to  Constitute xii-xiii,  67, 264,  272, 293 

Village  Sanitary  Associations,  Plan  for 88-92 

Vincent,  M.  D.,  G.  C,  Special  Report  of  Typhoid  Fever  and  of  Cholera 136-7 

Vital  Statistics  An  Essential  Part  of  a  Sanitary  System 275, 277,  292 

Vital  Statistics,  Committee  of  Conference  relative  to  Uniform  Registration  of xlv 

Vreeland,  Jas.  H.,  Information  from,  relative  to  Crops  In  1878,  etc 2-29 

Wales,  St.  Clair  Co.,  relative  to  Scarlet  Fever  in,  In  1878 Ivlil 
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ERRATA. 

Page  vi,  fourth  line  from  bottom,  insert  7,  before  Bronchilis, 

Page  xxvii,  the  i)age  number  should  be  xxvii  instead  of  xxvL 

Page  66,  at  bottom,  add  t  A*  amended  by  Act  iVb.  66,  Law»  of  1877, 

Page  67,  third  line  from  bottom,  read  on  page  73. 

Page  114,  sixth  line  from  bottom,  for  1878  read  1879, 

Pages  156  and  157,  the  first  line  of  page  157  should  stand  imme<liate1y  after  ihe  line  beginning  SagU 

naw  on  page  156. 
Page  157,  insert  South-  before  EABTERy.\  first  column,  middle  of  page. 
Page  174,  second  line,  for  1877,  read  1878. 
Page  184,  before  replies  by  g.  w.  topping,  m.  d.,  insert  a  line,  CENTRAL  DIVISION  OF  THE 

STATE. 
Page  272,  eighth  line  of  second  paragraph,  for  provision  read  proviaiona. 
Page  283,  fifth  lino,  for  Saginay  read  Saginair. 

Page  305,  second  line  of  third  paragraph,  for  pharnyx  read  pharynx. 
Page  849,  thinl  lino,  for  Registeriny  read  Registering. 
Page  409,  typhoid  fever  line,  second  figure-column,  for  6  read  00. 
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